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My LORD, 




0 



BEG Leave to recommend to Your 



Grace's Prote&io 
Hernan Cor t 



the 



Hifiory 




the For 



V O Cw'^,^ q»> ( C „. /ft 



Conqueror of the MexicanEmpire. 




Difcovery and Conqueft of that 



new 



World have enriched England with no fmall Share 
of the Wealth of 
Gratitude in 



which makes 



Point of 



Actions of this Her 



■ 

Behalf of my Country to publifli the 



and renders him ftill 



worthy of Your Grace's Patronage 



My 



DEDICATION. 



My Lord, 

I shall decline entring on the Subject of thofe 

Virtues and diftinguilhing Qualities, which have 



fhewn themfelves fo eminently in Your Grace, and 
engag'd the Love and Efteem of all good Men. 
May You long live the Ornament of Your Coun- 
try : And permit me the Honour of acknowledging 
publickly the many Obligations I have to Your 
Grace, and alluring You that I am, with an invio- 
ble Refpecl, 



My Lord, 



Tour Grace's Moft Obedient, and 



Moft Faithful Humble Servant, 



Thomas Townsend. 
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Conquefl of Mexico zx one of the 
great eft Subjetts in all Hiftory : It leads 
us through Variety of important Tranf- 
atlions to the Overthrow of a vaft Em- 
pire, atchievUl by a Handful of Men 
under the Conduct of Hernan Cortez, who added 

this inefiimable Jewel to the Crown of Spain in the 

Time of Charles V. 

Wh o e v e r will confider the Difficulties he over- 
came^ and the Battles he fought and wm againfi an 



incredible Superiority of Number 



litt le 
tiquity 



muft 



own 




him 

to the moft celebrated Heroes of An- 



/ 



His Hiftory has been written by fever al Author, 
and particularly by Francifco Lopez de Gomar 



Antonio de Her 



and Bernal Diaz del Caftillo 



were 



who either took Things , too much upon Trujl; or 
prejudiced againfi htm: But at length the Learned 
So lis, by erecting thisTrophy to his Honour, dif char- 
ged the Debt due from the Spaiiilh Nation to the Me- 



mory of fo illufirious a Conq 



Th 



I 









E. 





The great Anions of Cortez, 

0/ So Lis, wr^ the chief Motives that indued 
me to make him Engliih : To which may be added, 
that Sir Paul Rycaut having tranflated the Conquefi 
of Peru from Garcillaflb de la Vega, Inca, my pre- 
sent Work compleats the Difcovery and Conquefi of the 
American Continent. 

And notwithfi anding what has been written 
fome concerning the Simplicity and Nakednefs of the 
Indians, it is plain from the Hiftory of So lis, and 
contributes not a little to the Glory of Cortex, that 
he engag\i numerous Armies, which wanted neither 
Courage, Conduct, nor offenfive Weapons : And though 
fome Things in the enfuing Hiftory may appear fabulous, 
it is neverthelefs certain, that CorteZ really per- 
formed more than Flattery has invented of others. 

The Tranjlation was the Employment of my leifure 
Hours in Country Quarters, in the Kingdom of Ireland: 
How well J have fucceeded, is humbly fubmitted to the 
Judgment of the Reader. 
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difft 
Reafc 



of dividing the Hiflory of 



pag. i 
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feparate Hiflory of North America, or New Spain. 
Chap. III. The Calamities which Spain laboured under when 

Conqueft of Mexico was -undertaken. 6 

: IV. The Condition of the difiant Kingdoms and the Ifiandsof America, 
ich are now called the Weft-Indies. . i o 



if the Monarch] ceafe on the Arrival of 



l 3 
16 



Chap. VI. Juan de Grijalva enters the River of Tobafco. 
Chap. VII. Juan de Grijalva frofecutes his Voyage, atid enters the River of 
Flags, where he has the firft Account of the Mexican Kjng Motezuma. 

Chap. VIII. Juan de Grijalva goes on with his Difcovery, until he has coafied 



the Province of Panuco. 
Refohtion to return to the Ifle of 



f 



Difficulties which occurred in the Choice of a Commander of 
the new Beet, and who Hernan Cortez was ; who, in the end, obtained 



Poft 



of Sane J 



— 25 

<ah of Cortez endeavour with all their Power to fet Diego 
ift him, hit without Effeff. He fails with the Fleet out of 

28 



he gets 



a 



Chap. XI. Cortez fails with the Fleet to La Trinidad, where 
conftderalle Reinforcement of Soldiers. His Enemies obtain their Point of 

p him. 3 1 

_ , , . . , where he gets 

the laft Reinforcement for the Fleet, and fnffers a fecond Perfection from 
Velafquez. 
Chap. XIII. Cortez 

the juft Mot 



' jealous, who ujes his utmofl Endeavours to ft 
Jails frotn La Trinidad to the Havana, w 



f their failing f 



* * * 

refolves not to put him f elf in the Power of Vel 
if this Refohtion ; with what further pajfed 



c 



36 
Chap. 
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Chap. XIV. Cortez names the Officers of his Fleet) farts from the Havana, 
and arrives at the Ifle of Cozumel, where he mufters his Troops, and ani- 
mates his Soldiers to the Undertaking. 3 9 

Chap* XV. Cortez pacifies the Inhabitants of Cozumel ; be efiablijhes a 
Friendfbip with the C assignee overt Jw&ws their Idols, hegins to introduce the 
Goftel, and endeavours in vain to recover fome Spaniards who werePrifv- 



iters at Yucatan. 



45 



Chap. XVI. Cortez furfues his Voyage, but by an Accident finds himf elf ob- 
liged to return to the fame Ifland. Geronimo de Aguilar, who had been 
Prifoner in Yucatan, arrives, during his Stay there, and gives an Account 

cf his Captivity* — — - -~ 47 

Chap. XVII. Cortez frofecutes his Voyage, and arrives at the River of 
Grijalva., where the Indians cfflofe his Landing ; he engages them, and 

dif embarks his Troops, — 51 

Chap. XVIII. The Spaniards gain the Town of Tabafco ; they fend out two 
hundred Men to dij cover the Country, and are driven bach by the Indians; 

they (hew great Valour both in the Engagement and Retreat. 5 5 

Chap. XIX. The Spaniards engage with a powerful Army of the Indians of 
Tabafco, and the Parts adjacent ; a Description of their manner of fight- 
ing, and of theVitiory obtained by Cortez. 58 

Chap. XX. The Spaniards make Peace with the Cazique of Tabafco, and 
celebrate the Fefiival of Palm-Sunday j after which they reimbark, and 



continue their Voyage. 



Chap. XXL Cortez proceeds on his Voyage ; the Fleet arrives at St Juan de 
Ulva ; the Soldiers land ; the General receives an Embajjy from Motezu- 
ma\r Governourse An Account who Donna Marina was* — — ■ 6j 



fife 1 






BOOK II. 

Hap. I. Teutile General of MotezumaV fro 
nor of the Province, come to vifit Cortez on the Part 0/ 'Motezuma 
An Account of what faffed between them, and of the Painters who drew 

the Pitt 'tires of the Spanifh Forces. 6g 

Chap. II. Motezuma returns his Anfwer, with a Prefent of great Value, but 

refufes to grant the Leave they defired to go to Mexico. 75 

Chap. III. Gives an Account how ill the Pojitivenefs of Cortez was received 
^Mexico; who Motezuma was ; theGreatnefs of his Empire, and the 
Condition his Monarchy was in at the Arrival of the Spaniards. 79 
Chap. IV. An Account of the feveral Prodigies and Signs that were feen in. 
Mexico before the Arrival of Cortez, from which the Indians apprehended 
that the Rum of their Empire drew near. ■ ■ , $ ? 

e^P- V. Francifco de Montejo returns, having dif covered the Town of 
Quiabiflan. MotezumaV Anibajjadors arrive, and depart diQatisffd. 
Some Muttering happens among the Soldiers, who incline to mutiny, and 
Hernan Cortez makes ufe of Artifice to affleafe them. 87 

Chap. VI. 'The Return 'to Cuba is given out. The Soldiers, 'prepared by Cor- 



<tft it; the Cazique of Zempoala fuesforhisFric?tdJI)ij> 

Chap. 
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Chap* VII- Hernan Cortez (in the firfl Council which was held at Vera 
Cruz) renounces the "Title of Captain-General, which he held from Diego 
Velafquez, and the Town and People eleB him a-new. ■ — ■ 95 

Chap. VIIL The Spaniards march, and the Fleet fails for Quiabiflan ; they 
enter Zempoala in their way, where the Cazique makes them welcome, and 
they receive frefh Accounts of the Tyrannies of Motezuma. . — 99 

Chap. IX. The Spaniards pwrfue their March from Zempoala to Quiabiflan j 
an Account of what $a§ed -at their Entrance into that Town, where they 
find frefh Relations of the Uneafinef r of thofe Provinces, and they take fix 
of Motezuma' j Officers. . 1 c j 

Chap.X. The Cazique s of the Mountains come to fubmit, and offer their Ser- 
vice to Cortez. The Spaniards build the Town of Vera Cruz, and put it 
in a Pofture of Defence. New Ambajjadors arrive there from Motezuma* 

108 

Chap. XI. 77tf Zempoalans, hy Deceit, engage Hernan Cortez to tale up 
Arms againfl the People of Zimpazingo, their Enemies ; he makes them 

friends, and reduces that Country. 1 1 2 

Chap.XIL The Spaniards return to Zempoala, where they overthrow the 
Idols, with fame Rejiftance of the Indians ; and the principal of their 

Temples is converted into a Church of our Lady. ■ 116 

Chap. XIIL The Army returns to Vera Cruz ; Commijjaries are difpatched 
to the Kjng, with an Account of what had been done. Another Sedition is 
quelled, with the Puniflment of fame Mutineers j and Hernan Cortez exe- 
cutes his Refolution of finking his Ships. 



I20 



Chap. XIV. Cortez having made a Difpqfition for the March, was informed 
that Ships were feen upon the Coaft* He departs for Vera Cruz, and 
takes feven Soldiers belonging to the Fleet, commanded by Francifco de Ga- 
ray ; they begin their March, and having with much Difficulty faffed the 

Mountains, the Army enters the Province of Zocothlan. 125 

Chap. XV. The Cazique of Zocothlan vifits Cortez a fecond time, and high- 
ly extols the Greatnefs of Motezuma. Cortez refolves to march by the 
way of Tlafcala, of which Province, and the Nature of its Government? 

fome Information is got at Xacazingo. • : — 129 

Chap. XVI. Cortezfr four Envoys fet out for Tlafcala. An Account of the 
Habit and the Manner how EmbaJJies were delivered in that Country, and 
of the Debates of that Republick about the Point of receiving the Spaniards 

in a peaceable manner. • \ 3 j 

Chap. XVII. The Spaniards refolve to draw near to Tlafcala, looking on the 
Detention of their Mejjengers as a bad Sign. They engage with a Body of 
five thonfand Indians that lay in Ambufl) for them, and afterwards with 



the whole Power of the Republick 



38 



Chap. XVIII. The Tlafcalans recruit their Army ; they engage a fecond time 
with greater Force, and are overthrown and broke by the V alour of the 
Spaniards, and by another new Accident, which puts them in diforder. 144 
Chap. XIX. Hernan Cortez ft ills the new Difturbance among his Men ; the 
People of Tlafcala take the Spaniards for Enchanters ; they confult their 
Magicians, and by their Advice attack them by Night in their Quarters. 1 49 
Chap. XX. The Senate commands the General to fufpend thj War ; he refitfes 



jujpen 

to obey, but, on the contrary, defigns to give a freJJ) AjJ'anlt upon the Spa- 
nifh Quarters. His Spies are dif covered .and punijhed. A T reaty of Peace 

legins to be fet on foot. — > — 1 54 

Chap. XXI. New Ambaff'adors come from Motezuma to the Spanilh j^aw- 
ters, to obfiruB the Peace with Tlafcala ; the Senate perfeveres in dejiring 
it f and Xicotencal takes upon himfelf the Negotiation. 1 59 



BOOK 




BOOK III- 




Account of the Voyage of thofe fent by Cortez into Spa h 
Oppopion and Impediments that retarded their Difpatche 



Pag. i 



of that 
March, 
Chap. Ill 



7 



Motezuma endeavours to break the Peace 0/TlafcaIa ; the Peopl 
Republich cofitimie their hifiances', Hernan Cortez purfues hi 

and makes his Entry into that City. ■ — 

tap. III. The Defection of the City of TIafcala j the Senators compla* 
of the Spaniards going armed, being grieved at their Diflrufi ; Cortez fc 

tisfies them, and endeavours to make them quit their Idolatry. ■ . 1 j 

hap. IV. Hernan Cortez dif patches the Ambajjddors Motezuma. Die- 
go de Ordaz views the burning Mountain of Popocatepec j it is refolved 
to march to Cholula. 



V. They di [cover new Signs of Treachery in Cholula ; the An 
for that City, leing reinforced with fome Companies 0/TlafcaI 



Peopl 



JL — - i. J - , — i 

endeavour to deceive them by their outward good Entertainment; their 
Treafon is dif covered, and the Spaniards make a Difpofitton to chaftife thetn. 

zftifes the Traitors of Cholula, reduces and pacip 



efiablijhes a Trie?id(I)h 



38 



Chap. VIII. The Spaniards march from Cholula : they meet with new Dijfi- 



Mountain of Chalco j Motezuma endeavours to flop 
of his Mag 

I. Motezuma fends his Nephew the Lord of Tezeuco to vifit C 
his Quarters ; he continues his March^ and halts at Quitlav 
the hake of Mexico 



45 



5° 

lap. X. The Army marches to Iztacpalapa ; they make a Difpofition for their 

Entry into Mexico. A Defcription of the Pomp in which Motezuma went 

to receive the Spaniards. . 54 

lap. XI. Motezuma comes the fame Day in the Evening to vifit Cortez 
at his Lodging, the Speech he made before he heard the Embaffy, and the 
Anfwer of Cortez. — • « . ^ 

hap. XII. Cortez viftts Motezuma in his Palace; the Greatnefs and fur- 
niture of it are defcribed : An Account of what pafed in that Conference, 
and in others which they had afterwards upon the SubjeB of Religion. 64 
lap. XIII. A Defer lotion of the City of Mexico, the Temper at enefs of its 
Climate, its Situation, the Market of Tlatelulco, and We K great Temple 
dedicated to the God of War. ' — ~ . 1 fa 

hap. XIV. Of the different Pleafure^Houfes which Motezuma had for his 
Recreation ; his Armories, Gardens, and Country Retirements, 'with other 

remarkable buildings both within and without the City. 75 

hap. XV. An Account of the Pomp, Ceremony, and Exatfnefs with which 
Motezuma was ferved in his Palace ; of the Evinces ' his Table, of 
hi s Audiences, ando^her Particulars relating to his Qewowj and Diverfions. 

Bo 
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managing the Royal Revenues? and of his admtnifiring Juftice ; with other- 
Particulars of the Mexican Government, both Civil and Military. — B6 
lap. XVII. An Account how the Mexicans meafured and computed their 
Months and Years ; their Feftivals, Marriages, with other Rites and Cuf- 

toms worthy of Remark. ■ ■ ■ — ■ 92 

[lap. XVIII. Motezuma continues his Entertainments and Frefents to tie 
Spaniards. Letters brought from Vera Cruz with an Account of the Bat- 
tle wherein Juan de Efcu-lante loft his Life : upon which Cortez refolves to 

fecure the Per f on of Motezuma. ■ 98 

liap. XIX. The Imprifomnent of Motezuma : An Account after what mem- 

net it was efj'etied, and how received among ft his Vajj'als. 105 

hap. XX. MotezumaV Behaviour under his Confinement, loth to his own 
People and the Spaniards. Qualpopoca is brought Prifouer, and con- 



f the 



tfes Motezuma to le tut 



112 




BOOK IV. 

CHap. I. Motezuma is permitted to be fcen in publicl; going out to the 
Temples and Recreations. Cortez tales fome necejjrrry Precautious. 
The Spaniards are in doubt, at this time, whether they fmild overthrow the 
Idols of Mexico, or wait for a proper er Occafion. — 119 
Chap. II. A Confpiracy which was forming againft the Spaniards, by the 
King cf Tezeuco, is difcovered ; and Motezuma, partly by his own Vigi- 
lance », and partly by the Advice of Cortez, quells it, and chaftifes the Au- 
thor. ^ ■ — 126 

Chap. III. Motezuma refolves to dif patch Cortez by anfwering his Embajjy. 
He affembles his Nobles, and gives Orders, That the Kjng of Spa in fhould 
le acknowledged for Succejj'or of that Empire, determining to obey him, and 

to fay him Tribute, as Defcendant from their firjt Conqueror. 1 3 5 

Chap. IV. The Gold and Jewels defigned for the Prefent is delivered into the 
Pojjtjfwn Cortcz. Motezuma refohtely tells him, that be muft think 
of his Departure, which he endeavours to delay. Advice brought of the 

Arrival of a Squadron of Spanifh Ships upon the Cpaft. ^ — — 139 

V the 

^ainft 

pon the 

ift of New- Spain, and his fruitlefs Attempt to reduce the Spaniards of 

He makes 
contrary^ 




Vera Cruz. 



be Precaut ions of HmnnCovWz' to avoid a Rupk 
of Peace, which arerejetfed' by JSTanraez, who, t 



de Ayllon. 



fcizes the P erf on of 



15* 



Chap. VII. Motezuma continues his good O/fices toward Cortez and his 
Spaniards. The Alteration which fome attribute to the Practices of Nar- 
vwzAooked upon as jittittous and improbable. Cortez refolves to depart, 
aitd executes that Resolution, leaving a Part of his Force # /;/ Mexico. 1 5 9 
Chap. VIIL Hernan Cortcz diretts bis March towards Zempoala. Js dif- 

afpohtedof the Succours which he evpetted from Tlafcala. Continues his 

d March 
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March as far as Motalequita ; from whence he again males Overtures of 
Peace , and, with new Provocation, declares War. - — - 166 
Chap. IX. Hernan Cortez continues his March till within a League of Zem- 
poala. Pamphilo de Narvaez takes the Field .with.his Troop. Is obliged to 
retire by the Badnefs of the Weather. Cortez refolves to attach him in 



his Quarters. 



73 



Chap. X. Hernan Cortez arrives at Zempoala, where he folds Qp$ofitio?i. 
Be obtains the Victory, and takes Narvaez Pr if oner, whofe Troop he ob- 



liges to ferve under his Banner. 



179 



Corcez 



Chap, XL Cortez reduces the Cavalry of Narvaez, which kept the Field. 
He receives Information that the Mexicans had taken up Arms againft the 
Spaniards .which he had left with Motezuma. He marches with his 

Army to Mexico, and enters that City without Offojition. » 1 86 

Chap. XII. The Motives which induced the Mexicans to take up Arms. 
Diego de Ordaz, with feme Companies of Men, is fent to make Difcove- 
ties in the City. Falls into an Ambufi the Revolt ers had laid for him, upon 

which Cortez determines to frofecute the War. 193 

Chap. XIII. The Mexicans ajjault the Spanifh Quarters, and are refulfed* 

makes two Sallies, in which, th<? the Enemy were both times de- 
feated, and fut to fight with great Slaughter, yet he difrufis his being 
able to reduce them. • 200 

Chap. XIV. Motezuma exhorts Cortez to retire from Mexico, which he 
offers to do as foon as the Seditious have laid down their Arms. They re- 
turn to attempt another Ajjault. Motezuma freaks to them from the Wall, 
and is wonnaed, lofing all Hopes of reducing them. 206 

Chap. XV. Motezuma dies of his Wounds, obfeimtely refufing to receive 
Baftifm. Cortez fends his Body to the Mexicans, who celebrate his Ob- 
f ?>i uies. His per ft vial Qualities and CharaBer. — 2 1 2 

Chap. XVI. The Mexicans return to befiege the Spanifh Quarters. Cortez; 
males a Sally. Gains a Temple where the Enemy was lodged. Defeats and 
pits them to flight. Does confidcrable Damage to the City, with a Defign 
to terrify them, in order to make his Retreat. . 2 1 9 

Chap. XVIL The Mexicans $rofofe Peace, hut with the View of difireffing 
the Spaniards by want of Provifions. Their Difmgenuity is dif covered. 
Cortez holds a Confutation with his Officers, and it is refolved to leave 
Mexico that Night. i „ 226 

Chap. XVIII. The Spaniards march out privately. At the Entrance of the 
Canfey are dif covered by the Indians, who attack, them with their whole 
Power both by Land and Water ; they get clear at lafl with great Difficulty, 
and C67ijiderablc Lofs, and reach the Town of Tacuba. c 2 $ 2 

Chap. XIX. Cortez marches the Road towards Tlafcala. Some Troop, from 
the circmnjacent Towns follow the Army at a difiance, till being joined by 
^Mexicans, wholikewife purfue him, they attack his Rear, and oblige 
him to take Refuge in a T mple. — . . . 2 3 8 

Chap. XX. The Spaniards continue their Retreat. They undergo great Fa- 
tigue and Difficulties. The Army reaches the Valley of Ocumba, where % 
in a pitched Battle, the whole Power of Mexico is utterly defeated.— 2^ 
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BOOK V. 

Hap. I. The Army marches into the Province of Tlafcala, and quarters 
in Gualipar ; the Caziques and Senators come to vijit Cortez : they ce- 
lebrate his Entry into their City with publick Rejoicings-, and Cortez, by 
frefi Experience , finds he had fecured the AffeHions ofthofe People, pag.r 
Chap. II, An Account comes that the Province of Tepeaca had taken up 
Arms. Embajjadors arrive at Tlafcala from Mexico. A Confpiracy, car- 
ried on by Xicotencal the Tounger, againfi the Spaniards, is dif cover d. 7 
Chap. III. Cortez marches into the Province of Tepeaca, where he defeats 
the Rebels ; who, fupported by the Mexicans, offered Battel to the Spa- 
niards : He, afterwards, takes their City, which he fortifies, and calls by 



the Name of Segura de la Frontera. 



2 



Chap. IV. Hernan Cortez fends feveral Captains to reduce fome rebellious 
Towns, and goes himfelf to Guacachula againfi an Army of Mexicans 
drawn together to defend their Frontiers. ■ 18 

Chap. V. Hernan Cortez makes fome Preparations for the Enter prize of 
Mexico ; he accidentally receives a Reinforcement of Spaniards, returns 

to Tlafcala, and finds Magifcatzin dead. ■ 25 

Chap. VL A fiejh Succour of Spanifh Soldiers arrive in the Army. The 
Men who came with Narbaez are importunate for their Dif charge and 
Return to Cuba. Hernan Cortez draws up a fecond Relation of his 
Expedition, and difpatches new Envoys to the Emperor Charles V. 31 
Chap, VII. The Envoys of Hernan Cortez arrive in Spain, and pafs on to 
Medellin, where they continue till the Troubles of the KJngdm are over 7 
after which, they go to the Court, and prevail to have the Bifiop of Burgos 

fet ajide from being a fudge in the Caufe of Cortez. ■ ■ 3 S 

Chap. VIII. Concludes the Affairs of the precedent Chapter. 44 
Chap. IX. Cortez receives a new Succour of Men and Ammunition : he 
mufters his Spanifh Troops ; arid the Confederates do the like, after his 
Example : He pnblifies certain military Orders, and begins his March y 
with , a Dejign to poffefs himfelf of Tezeuco. - — ■ — 50 
Chap.X. The Amy marches, and overcomes fame Difficulties. The Kjng of 
Tezeuco fends an artful EmbaJJy to Cortez ; he returns an Anfwer of 
the fame kind> and thereby gains Admittance into the City without ref J - 

— 56 

Chap. XI. 'The Army being quartered in Tezeuco, the Nobles come a?id offer 



tance . 



to ferve in it. Cortez re/lores the Kjngdom to the lawful Succejfor, leaving 
the Tyrant without any hopes to re-eftablifl) himfelf. ■ — ■ 62 
Chap. XN. The new Kjng of Tezeuco is baptized with fid lick Solemnity; 
Corrcz marches with J art of the Army to poffefs himfelf of the City of 
Iztapalapa, where he fands in need of all his C ircumf peer ion, to prevent 

falling into an Ambufl) prepared by //^Mexicans. 66 

Chap. XIII. The Provinces of Clialco and Otumba apply to Cortez for Re- 
lief againfi the Mexicans. He orders Gonzalo de Sandoval, and Fran- 
cifco de Lugo upon that Expedition ; they overthrow the Enemy, and take 
fome Prif oners of Rank, by whofe means Cortez makes Proportions of Peace 

Pit the Mexican Emperor.' : — ■ : 71 

Chap, 
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Chap. XIV. Gonzalo de Sandoval conduBs the Brigantines to Tezeuco; 



Iji they are fimjlnng, Hernan Cortez marches out with fart of 



s 



76 



y of 

Chap. XV- Hernaa Q>mz marches to Yalcotan, where he meets with Re- 
fifiance ; he overcomes that Difficulty, and goes forward with his Army to 

Tacuba, and hat 
makes his Retread 



frefl) Succour of 



iflied tide Mexicans in fever al engage-mem s 

— - — St 

* * * 

Spaniards arrives at Tezeuco. Sandoval 



f cf Chalco ; defeats the Mexicans 

% of Guaftepeque ^WCapift 
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Chap. XVII. Cortez marches out of Tezeuco, to view the hake on the Jid 
of Sucjiimilco; He has two dangerous Engagements with the Enemy, who 
had fortified themf elves tqon the Mountains of Guaftepeque. — ■ 93 

Chap. XVIII. The Army pafj'es on to Quatlavaca, where fcte Mexicans re- 
ceive a new Defeat \ from thence to Suchimiico, where Cortez furmotints 
a great 'Difficulty, and is' in danger of leing loft. — 99 

Chap. XIX. A ConJ'piraty of fome Spaniards againfi the Life of Cortez, is 
{unified by the Death of a Spanifii Soldier ; and a Sedition of fome Tlaf- 
calans, by the Death of Xicotencal. 106 

Chap. XX. The Brigautines are launched, and the Army divided into three 
Parts for attacking the City at the fame time, by the Caufeways of Ta- 
cuba, Iztapalapa, and Cuyoacan. Hernan Cortez advances nfon the 
Lake, and defeats a great Fleet of Mexican Ca?ioes. 112 

Chap. XXL Cortez goes to view the three Bodies of his Troops, as they 
were pofted on the different Caufeways of Cuyoacan, Iztapalapa, and 
Tacuba, and finds that in each Place they had occajion for the Ajjifiance 
of the Brigantines ; whereupon he leaves four with Gonzalo de Sandoval, 
four with Pedro de Alvarado, and retires himfelf to Cuyoacan with the 
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Mexicans make vfe of various Stratagems fi 



117 



fence : they lay an Ambttf :ade of Canoes for the Brigantines. Hernan 
Cortez receives a considerable Defeat, and is forced to retire to Cuyoacan. 

125 

hap. XX ILL The Mexicans celebrate their Fiffory with the Sacrifice of the 
Spa nidi Pr if oners. Guatimozin terrifies the Confederates, and occ opens 
many of them to for fake Cortez ; hit they return in greater Numbers* and 
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Chap. XXIV. Cortez carries on his three Attacks at once. The whole Army 

' ' " of Mexico, called Tlateluco. Guatimozin re- 



tires to the far the] I Part of the City. The Mexicans make fever al Efft 

and ufe. divers Stratagems, to divert ^Spaniards. ~» 

Chap. XXV. The Mexicans attemp 
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They 

e the Brigantines with their Canoes, in order to facilitate Guatimo 

Efcape. He is made Vrifoner, and the City fumnders. , 14 c 
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'Shewing the Necessity of Dividing the Hiftory 
. of the Indies into different Tarts , in order to a 
thorough under/landing of it. 



ill 




my Intention, for for 

moral Hiflory of the \ 



, left 
until 



~by Antonio de Hen era in the Year 15-54, 
I difcover'd the Difficulties of the Undertaking. 
And while I perfifted in this bold Refolution, I 
read, and carefully obferv'd what both before and 
•fince his Decades has been written by our own Countrymen, or 
by Strangers, relating to thofe Difcoveries and Conquefts. But as 
theReeions of that new World are at fo great aDiftancefrom our 



Hemisphere, I have found that the foreign Writers have been very 
daring, and no lefs malicious, to invent whatfoever they have 
pleas'dto the Difadvantage of the Spaniards ; fpending whole Vo- 
lumes in blaming the Miftakes of fome particular Men, in order 

to darken the Glory of the worthy A&ions performed by All in 



B 



common. 
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* 

common. I have like wife. oMerv'd, that there is but little Uni- 



formity and Agreement in the Accounts given by our own Wri- 



teirs : A remarkable Inftanc© of that ordinary Danger to Which 
Truth is expos'd, which feldom fails to be disfiguir'd when tranf- 
mitted from afar j as indeed every Thing, in proportion as it is 
carried from its Source, lofes of its native Purity. 

The Obligation I was under to difprove the former ^ and the 
Defire I had of reconciling the latter, detained me in the Search 
of Papers, and in Expectation of fome Memoirs which might 
ferve as a Foundation to my Work : An inglorious Kind of La- 
bour ! our Time and our Application being fpent in Obfcurity, 
and unfeen by the World : A Labour, however, from which no 
Hiftorian can be exempted ; becaufe he is to draw the Truth, which 
is the very Soul of Hiftory, pure and unmix'd, out of that con- 
fus'd Medley of various Accounts 5 the Care of an Author in this 
Refpeft refembling that of an Architect, who, before he begins 



to build, firft heaps together his Materials, and then from that 
formlefs Mafs takes every Thing neceflary to the Execution of 
his Delign, drawing out by little and little from the Duft and 
Gonfufion of the Storehouse the Beauties and Proportions of the 
Buildi _ 

But to come to my Subject : I have found that a General 
Hiftory takes in fo great a Number of Fa£ts independent upon 
each other, that I have thought it little lefs than impoffible to 
bring them together without a Confufion ; a Difficulty which, 
perhaps, arifes from my want of Capacity. The Hiftory of the 
Indies has for its Ground-work three great A&ions, fuch as may 
vie with the greateft that former Ages have feen : The Exploits 
of Cbrijlophcr Cokmbus, in his admirable Navigation and firft En- 
terprizes upon the new World j the Courage and Conduffc of 
Her nan Cortex in the Conqueft of New Spain, the Bounds of 
whole vaft Regions are ftill unknown ; and the Labours of Fran- 
cifco Pi^arro, and of his Succeflbrs, who fubdued that moft ex- 
tenlive Empire of South America, a Theatre of various Tragedies 
and furprizing Novelties. Thefe are three Subjects for great Hit 
tories, which, abounding with illuftrious Achievements and won- 
derful Accidents of both Kinds of Fortune, furnifti Matter wor- 
thy of our Annals, an agreeable Entertainment for the Memory, 
and ufeful Examples to improve our Minds, and excite our 
Courage. But as in the General Hiftory of the Indies thefe 
three Subjects are blended together, and each of them in parti- 
cular with an infinite Number of lefs coniiderable Etjterpfizes, 
it is no eafy Matter to reduce them to the Connexion of one 
fingle Narration, nor to obferve the due Order of Time, with- 
out 




Book I. of Mexico, or New Spain. 

Out interrupting, and even frequently rending to Pieces the prin- 
cipal Story, by a Detail of Circumftanccs. 

The Matters of the Art, who h^ve given the Name of Tran- 
fition to that Step which an Hiftorian makes from one Event to 
another;, require fo juft a Proportion to be obferv'd between the 
Parts and the; Whole, that the Body of the Hiftory may neither 
appear monftrous by a Superfluity of Members, nor yet fail to 
have all thofe which are necefTary to preferve a beautiful Variety ; 
but according to their Precepts, the joining of thefe Parts mutt be 
fo nicely wrought, that no Eye may difcern the Texture ; nor 
mutt the Things be fo different as to be unlike, or to make a 
Confufion. And this delicate Skill of interweaving Events in fuch 
a Manner, that they may not appear Digrefiions one from an- 
other, is the greatett Difficulty to an Hiftorian: For if whe 



are to refume a Matter we had dropped, we recapitulate many 
of its Circumftances, we inevitably fall into the Inconvenience 
of Repetition and Prolixity ; and if, on the other hand, we 
negle£t to do it, our Style becomes unconnected and obfcure : 
Vices which mutt equally be avoided, becaufe they ruin the beft 
Performances of an Author. 

Th i s Danger, common to all General Hiftories, is greater 
and almoft unavoidable in ours : For the Weft Indies confift of 
two Empires of very great Extent ; each of which contains an- 
Infinity of Provinces, and innumerable Iflands. Within thefe 
Limits reign'd divers petty Kings* or Caciques ; fome of them 
Dependent, and Tributaries to the two Emperors of Mexico and 
Peru ; the reft were fecur'd in their Freedom by the Di fiance of 
their Situation. All thefe Provinces, or little Kingdoms, were 
fo many feveral Conquefts by different Conquerors : Many En- 



form'd at one and the £ 



Captains, th 



du£ted fome Troops of 



Soldiers, and thefe Troops were filled Armies; not without 
fome Shew of Reafon, if we confider the Greatnefs of their De- 
figns, and their Succefs in the Execution. Many Battles were 
fought in thefe Expeditions with fome Princes, and in fome Pro- 
vinces and Places, the Names of which were difficult not only 
to be remember d, but even to be pronounced: So that hence 
arofe frequent and obfcure Tranfitions in the Hiftory of thofe 
Exploits, and the Abundance of the Matter perplex'd the Narra- 
tion ; the Hiftorian being oblig'd frequently to leave and to re- 
fume the lefs important Adventures, and the Reader to turn 
back to thofe he had left in Sufpence, or to keep his Memory 
upon a continual Stretch. 



f DO 
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I do not deny, but that Antonio detierrera-, a very careful 
titer, (whom I not only mall endeavour to follow, but would 
dly imitate,) has labour'd with great Succefs in the difficult 



Talk he had chofen of 



Hiftory 



Neverthelefs, I do 



find all that Perfpicuity in his Decades which was neceHary 
make them be underftood : Nor was it poUible for him to be 

more clear, 
and beir 



ig fuch a Multitude of Adventures 
blig'd fo often to quit and to refume them as the 



Order and Succeffion of Times requir'd 





HAP. 



IL 



The Reafons which engaged the Author to write a 
Separate Hiftory of North America, or New 
Spain. 





Y Defign is to recover the Hiftory of New Spam out 
of this Labyrinth and Obfcurity, in order to write it 
feparately, placing it, as well as I am able, in a fuch' 
Light:, that the Mind of the Reader may be ftrucfc 
the Wonderful Avithout being ftiock ; d, and inftru£ted by 
the Ufeful without being difgufted. I have chofen this Su!> 
je£l out of the Three which I have mention'd, becaufe the Ex- 
ploits of Chrijlopher Colombus, and the firft Conquefts of the Iflands, 
and of Darien, not being intermix'd with any other Adventures, 
are happily and diftin£Hy related in the firft and fecond Decades 
of Antonio de Herrera. And as for the Hiftory of Peru, it is to 
be met with a-part in two Tomes, written by the Inga, Garcilafo, 
an Author fo exa£l in his Accounts, and fo hnooth and agreeable 
in his Style, (according to the Elegance of his Time,) that I 
ftiould blame any Man as too ambitious, who fhould attempt to 
excell him, and give great Encomiums to whofbever could imi- 
tate him in profecuting that Hiftory. But New Spain either is 
without a Hiftory which deferves that Name, or ftands in need 
of a Defence againft the Reproaches of Pofteri ty. • 

Franc) Jco Lope^ de Gomara is the firft who has treated this Sub- 
ject, but without any Care or Exa&nefs. He relates what he 
has been told, and affirms it with an exceflive Credulity, de* 
pending as much upon what he has heard, as if he had been an 

Eye. 
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•ly^tii^ j oHhd Fa&s; and finding no Difficulty in Things 
improbably, 'no*; Repugnance in Things impoflible. 
- 1 Tk is; i^i$no , t;is ) followed by Antonio, de Herrera, both in Time, 
. ;and n m J ^orile'^arp ' of his Accounts ; .and after him comes Bat- 
ifoftimie LeotfMdd,$ has 'fallen into the fame Faults 

Xv'itWHefrera, and is lefs" exbufable, ' having interwoven the firft 
tMvertturds in' this Conqueft into his Annals o£Arragon, treating 
them, in fuch V Manner, as to appear there far fetch'd, and to 
fill' only the Place of an Epifode. He has related what he found 
in Antonio de Herrera : And though his Style be better, yet is it 
fo' of ten interrupted and perplex'd by the Mixture of other Ad- 



ventures, that what is great' and heroical in that Enterprize, is 
either . diminilh'd , or entirely loft by the Digreffions, as may be 
feen in many Parrs of his. Hiftory. 

T H ERE has lince come . abroad a particular Eiflory of Nen 



*L %r 

Spain, : a Pofthumous Work of Bernal Dia% del Caflillo. It was 
brought to light by a Monk of the Order of our Lady of La 
Merced, he having found the JVIanufcript in the Library of a 
great and learned Minifter, where it had lain concealed for ma- 
ny Years, perhaps on account of fome Inconveniences which, 
at the Time of the printing it, were : either over-looked, or un- 
known. It pafles at prefent for an authentick Hiftory, its rough 
:and ;unpolifti'd Style helping it to look like Truth, and to per- 
fwade fome of \the Sincerity of its Author. But though he has 
the Advantage of having been an Eye-witnefs of thofe Things 
he has recorded,, one may never thelefs difcover, from his very 
Wpiky 'that he was not fo free from Paflion in his Views, as to 
have' the right Government of his Pen: He appears as well fa- 
tisfy'd With his Ingenuity, as ill content with his Fortune ; Envy 
and Ambition openly ftiew themfelves in many Parts of his Book, 
thefe two intemperate Paffions frequently breaking forth in Com- 
plaints againft Hernan Corte^ the principal Hero of this Hiftory. 
He endeavours to penetrate his Defigns, that he may throw a 
Slur upbn, and correal his Counfels ; oftentimes giving out as 
infallible Rules for Condu£fc not the Orders of his General, and 
the Difpofitions made by him, but the Murmurs and Mutteir- 
ings. of the Soldiers • although in this Prbftffion therfe are as ma- 
ny fttipid ignorant Creatures as eifewhere j and in all Profeftions, 
it is equally dangerous to fuffer thofe to difpute, who are born 
only to obey. 

These are the Motives which have engaged me to enter 
upon this Subje&,, endeavouring to clear it from the Obfcurity in 
which it is invcSjvM, and . to do Juftice to injur'd Truth. I 

fhall take Help from thofe' 1 Authors I have cited, lijpon all Oc- 

C cafions 
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canons where J Ml have mo reafonable Ground to v difer£om 
them ; and I mall have "Re c.owrfe to other Acroiints, and private 
Kemoks, which I have coUe&ed, impartially ehufing thole which 



moft worthy of Credit,, fox the forming of my Retatio 



Ihall endeavour to avoid Repetitions, .and the- mentioning ot 
ef fuch Things as ought to the fuppdferf, watting no Time in 
recounting nunuter Ciraimftances, which either : fulhr the Paper 
™\th what is indecent, or fill it with Things unworthy to he re- 
:'d, and ferve more rto fwell the Volume, than to add any 



mar 



. _ .the Dignity ©f the rBiftory 

Bu t before I .enter upon the Execution of what I have un- 
dertaken^ it will he proper jto give an Account df the PoJlure of 
Affairs in Spain, at the Time wJben the Gori^ueft of the new 
World was begun, to the End that we may difcover its Origin, 
before we .confider its Prognefs, and .that this Knowledge may 
ferve .as a .Foundation to the building we are going to raife. 








HL 

The Calamities wkkhSvA i n labour ? d under, when 

the Conqueft of Mexico was undertaken. 




H E Year i 5 1 7 is no lefs memorable in this Monarchy, 

for the Troubles and Difbrders with which it was ha- 
rafs'd, than for the many Felicities which then at- 
tended it. Spainwosat that Time aflaulted on all Sides 
by Tumults, Difcords, and Factions, its Tranquility being di- 
fturb'd by fueh inteftine Evils as threaten'd its utter Ruin, and 
the People remaining in their Fidelity rather from a Senfe of 
their Duty, than as being obedient to the Curb and Reins of 
Government. At the fame Time a Way was opening to its 
greateftProfperity in the Weft Indies , by the Difcovery of another 
Spain, by which it not only extended its Limits, but renew a 
and doubled its Name. Thus Time and Fortune fport them- 
felves with the Tilings of this World ; and thus Good and Evil 

are either always mingled, or fucceed each other with a perpe- 
tual Revolution* 

I n the Beginning of -the foregoing Year died Don Fernando 
the Catholick, and the Scheme? he had form'd for the Preferva- 

tion and Augmentation of his Dominions, being difconcerted by 

the 
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the IDefCtli -of thek Author tRe great* Lof& tl*efe Kingdoms h&4 
foftain d, was gradually known ? by, the iXftiarbances and <Di£br- 
dersan.the jsublksk Affairs whfich k,; ias < tfee Varl-ue *>f 

Gaiaifes is lafuafly difcov^r'd iby the Importance $f t!ie £fte&&. 

The whdle Authority of the Gorarntoent r&mik ? d k the 
Hands of the Cardinal- Archbishop of Toledo^ Don 
Ximenes de £i^Weros^ a Man of a refolute Soul, .fuperiof Oapa- 
city, and invincible Coikage^ and endmVd ifo ; art -equal Degree 
with Piety > Prudence, and^ Fortitude : Tfefe itioral VrfttifeSi, 
and .heroick (^lalities, we&re all united in hiftij, without the leaft 
Difcofd anting from fthfeir Diverfity. But he was fo fond of 
doing every Thing the belt Way,, and; fo a£fcive in the Support of 




his otva Opinion* that he frequently let flip an Opportunity of 
doir^g well 3 by ^ndeavoudag to do better ; and his Zeal was not 
fo proper for correcting turbulent Spirits* as his Integrity wtas 



likely m provoke them. 



T a oe Queen Donna Juana* Daughter of Dm Fernando an$ 
Ifnbelkb to whom the Succeffion of the Kingdom rightfuliyi her 



toiie'd, refided <at TwdefiUas, where no body was addnitted to fee 



her, by reafofr. of the unhappy Accident which bad- diftHider'd 

her Underftanding, and which, fey the too ftrong Imprefffic^s it 

had made upon her Imagination, had either deptiv'd her totally 

of the Ufe of Reafon, or brought her tO,Reafon incoherent ly 

of thofe Things with which her Fancy was poflels d. 

Prince Charles, (the Firft of that Name among the Kings ©f 

Spain, and Fifth among, the Emperors,} whom the Accident ©f 

his Mother had brought to the Crown before the Time, was 

holding his Court in Flanders. And as he was yet but very 

young, being only in his Seventeenth Year, a? he had npt been 

educated in Spain, and as his firft Inclinations were preingag'd in 

favour of the Flemijb Minifters: All thefe were melancholy 

Circumftances, which made his Coming be apprehended, even by 

thofe who judg'd it neceffary for the Good of the State. 

The Infanto Don Fernando his Brother, though of fewer 

Years* yet wanting not a Maturity of Underftanding, was highly 

difpleas'd, that his Grandfather Don Fernando had not in his lalt 

Will named him to be Chief Governor of thefe Kingdoms, as 

he had done in a former one, made at Burgos ; and although he 

ftrove to keep himfelf within the Bounds of his Duty, yet he 

often made this Reflection, (and heard the fame front others, 

who were near him,) That had he never been nattul to that 

Employment, the Neglect might have been imputed to his want 

of Years; but to exclude him after he had been once nam'd, 

was a Diftruft of another kind* which put a direft Affront Upon 

his 
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his Peifon and Dignity. So that he could not forbear declaring 
how little he was fatisfied : with the? riev Government. A i: D'ifc 
content extremely dangerous at that Time, becaufe the Minds 
of the People being in a general Difquiet, and ftrongly' ihclm ? d 



of his affc 



1 



as becaufe he had been born and bred" in Caftille; they would 
undoubtedly have followed him, (in cafe of a Difturbance, as 
was apprehended,) taking Advantage of fo natural a Motion to 
a& their accuftom'd Violeftces. 

Th£es£ Perplexities were augmented by another, which gave 
the Cardinal Ximenes no -Ms Unealinefs. The Dean of Lou* 
vain, Adriano Florencio' who was ■ afterwards Pope, and the 
Sixth of that Name, had been fent from Flanders, to hold, in 
Appearance, the Rank and Quality of Ambaffador at the Court 
of King Ferdinand ; but as, foon as that King was deadj he pro* 
duc'd the Powers, which, till then, he had ' conceal'd, to take 
Poffeflion of his Kingdoms, in the Name of Prince Charles, 
and to govern in his Abfence. This occafion'd a Conteft, 
which was manag'd on both Sides with great Warmth. The 
Queftion was, "Whether thefe Powers, or thofe with which this 
Cardinal was inverted, were of the greater Virtue and Autho- 
rity. The Politicians of that Time manag'd their Arguments 
upon it with too much Freedom, and little Re{pe£r.; their Rea- 
fonings having always fome Tin&ure of the Paffions, by which 
they were animated. Thofe who were fond of Novelty, pre- 
tended that the Cardinal was only a Governor, named by ano- 
ther Governor ; becaufe King Ferdinand bore no other Title 
lince the Death of Queen 'Ifabel. The Arguments offer'd 

the other Side were not lefs infolent, feeing they tended to 

Exclufion of both the Minifters. They maintain'd, that there 
was the fame Defecl in the Nomination of the Dean, becaufe, 
tho' Prince Charles had the Advantage of being lawful Heir to 
the Crown of Spain, he could not, during the Life of his Mo- 
ther, aflume any other Quality than that of Governor, in the 
fame Manner as his Grandfather had done. Thus they de- 
clar'd thofe two Princes incapable of delegating to their Magis- 
trates that Sovereign Authority, which being infeparable from 
the Perfon of the King, cannot be lodg'd in that of a Governor. 

The two Governors perceiving that both the Royal Autho- 
rity, and their own Jurimi£Hon were ftruck at by the foment- 
ing of thefe Difputes, concerted together to unite their Powers. 
A wife Refolution, had they been able in like manner, to form 
a Harmony of Genius; but the pofitive Humour of the Car- 
dinal was continually claiming with the mild Temper of Adriano. 

The 
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The firft was inclin'd to fufFer no Companion in his Refolutions ; 
and the other fupported his with little Activity, and without 
any Knowledge, of the Laws and Cuftoms of the Nation. ...This 
divided Authority occafioned a like Divilion in the Obedience 
of the Subject, producing the fame Inconvenience in the State, 
which would be caUs'd by two Rudders in a Ship, whole diffe- 
rent Steerings would alone create a Tempeft in the very. Midll 
of a Calm. 

The BfFe&s of this bad Conftitution Were prefently known, 
the ill-corre&ed Humours, with which the Commonwealth 
abounded, being entirely exafperated. The Cardinal order d 
("and he needed but little Perfwafion to bring over his Collegue 
to his Opinion) that all the Cities and Towns of the King- 
dom fhould arm themfelves ; and that every one fhould lift its 
Militia, training the People to the Ufe of their Arms, and to 
the Pra£Hce of the Obedience due to their Commanders ; to 
which End he appointed pay for the Officers, and granted Pri- 
vileges to the Soldiers. Some fay, that he took thefe Mea- 
fures in View to his own Security; and others, that it was in 
Order to have a Strength fufficient to curb the Pride of the 
Grandees. But Experience foon made appear, • that it was an 
inconvenient Step at that Seafon : For the Grandees, and 
thofe who poffefs'd hereditary Lordfhips, took Offence at 
the arming of the People, believing a Report which had been 
fpread, not to be without fome Foundation, That the Go- 
vernors intended, by the Help of this Force, to examine into 
the Origin of their Seignories, and their Pretenfions to thofe 
Duties they exacted from their VaiTals. And even among the 
People thele Meafures had different Effe&s : For fome Cities 
lifted Men, made their Mufters, and trained their Soldiers to 
military Exercifes ; but in others they look'd on thefe Imita- 
tions of War, as affe£ling their Liberty, and as dangerous to the 
publick Tranquillity: This Novelty being of equal bad Con- 
fequence in all; becaufe thofe Cities which continued in then- 
Duty, were, however, not infenfible of the Strength they had td 
fuppoft their Difobedience upon Occafion ; and thofe that werei 
rebellious, found themfelves in a Condition to force the reft 
to follow them, and to put all Things into Confufion* 

1 
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HAP. IV. 

The Condition of the diftant Kingdoms and the Iflands 
of America, which are now called the Weft Indies. 

T this Time the reft of the Dominions of the Crown of 
Spain, fuffer'd no lefs than Caftile ; there was fcarce a 
Stone that did not move, nor a Part from whence they 



had not Reafon to fear the Ruin of 



brick. Andalusia groaned under the Oppreffion of a Civil War, 
occafioned by Don Pedro Giron y Son to the Conde de Urenna, that 
he might get Poffeffion of the Eftates belonging to the Duke of 
Medina Sidonia> the Succeffion of which he pretended to, by Damta 
Mencia de Guzman, his Wife ; putting the Proof of his Right 
upon the Decifipn of Arms, and authorizing Violence with the 

l^ame of Juftice. 

I n Navarre, the two Parties of Beamont &nd Agratnont, be- 
gan to break out again with Violence, Names which made 
thernfelves famous at the E^cpence of their Country. The Beamon- 
tefe, who were Partifans of the King of Caflifc, called the attack- 
ing of their Enemies the Defence of Right: And the Agra- 

_ who, after the Death of Juan de la Brit and Queen 
Catalina, declared for the Prince of Bearne, their Son, pre- 
fum'd upon the Prote&ion of Frande, with whofe Power they 
threaten'd their Adverfaries ; both the one and the other Party 
were difficult to reduce; both cover 'd their Hatred with the 
Appearances of Loyalty, abuling the Name of the King, which 
only ferved as a Pretence for Revenge and Sedition. 

I n Ar/agon there arofe dangerous Difputes about the Govern- 
ment of the Kingdom ; which, by the Will of King Femando i 
was left to the Care of his Son Don Alpbonfo, Archbilhop of Zara» 
go fa who was ftrenuoufiy opposed by the chief Magiftrufe in 
that Kingdom, Don Juan da Lamina, out of an opinion^ (either 
real or affe£ted ? ) that it was inconiiltent with the Quiet of that 
Kingdom, to have the abfolufce Ifywer veiled in a Perfon of 




fuch 



fprajflg* other Difputes among the No 



bles, which might be confider'ill a$. too refin'd Reafonings 

the Point of Loyalty 3 but as thefe Difcuflions infe&ed by 
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grees the unreafoning Minds of the People, they endangered 
their Obedience and Subjection. 

Catalonia and Valencia were laid wafte by the cuftomary 
Cruelty of their Banditti, who, not contented with command- 
ing the Country, poffefs'd themfelves of the fmaller Towns, and 
grew terrible to the Cities, with fo much Infolence and Securi- 
ty, that the Order of the Commonwealth being difturbed, the 
Magiftrates abfconded, and Cruelty prevailed in all Places. 
Crimes were accounted noble A&ions, and the Pofterity of De- 
linquents became illuftrious. 

I n Naples the proclaiming of Queen Juana, and Don 
Carlos, was receiv'd with Applaufe; but even in the Midft 
of the publick Joy, a feditious Report was fpread, the Rife 
whereof was unknown, but the Wickednefs obvious. 

I t was faid that King Fernando had named the Duke of Ca- 
labria, then a Prifoner in the Caftle of Xativa, for Heir of the 
Kingdom. And this Report, which was defervedly flighted in 
the Beginning, defcended to the Commonalty, among whom 
it pafs'd in a Whifper for fome Days, ufttill at length fwellin 
with Myftery, it broke out in popular Clamour, atnd open Tu 
mult ; which gave great Uneafinefs to the Nobility, and all filch 
as had any Regard to Reafon and Truth. 

I n Sicily the People took tip Arms againft their Viceroy, 
Don Hugo de Moncada ) with fo much Fury, that he was forced 
to leave the Government in the Hands of the Populace; and 
thefe Difturbamces began to take deeper Root than thofe at Na- 
ples, for they were fomented by fome of the Nobility ; who 
made the publick Good ( always the • iirft Signal of Sedition ) 
a Pretence, and the common People an Inftrument to execute 
their Revenge, and to pafs on to the more dangerous Defigns 
of their Ambition. 

Nor were the Indies, notwithftanding their Diftance, free 
from this Infection, which extended to the molt remote Parts of 
the Monarchy. At that Time all the Conquefts in that new 
World eonfifted of the four Iflands, of Santo Domingo , Cuba, 
San jfiuan de Puerto Rico, and Jamaiaa, and a fmall Part of the 
Terra Firma, which had been peopled in the Province of Da- 
rien, at the Entrance of the Gulph of Vraba, within which 
Bounds was contained all that was called the Weft Indies. The 
firft Conquerors gave it this Name, becaufe in Wealth and 
Diftance it refembled the Baft Indies i fo calFd from the River 
Indus. The reft of this Empire eonfifted not lo much in any 
Thing real, as in the Hopes tjiey had conceived from fevcral 
Difcoveries and Inroads made by fome of our Captains with 

various 
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various Succefs, but more Danger than Profit ; But in that lit- 
tle they poflefs'd, they had fo far forgotten the Valour of the 
firft Conquerors, and Covetoufnefs was fo routed in their 
Minds, that they regarded nothing but enriching themfelves, 
in utter Defiance to Gonfcience and Reputation, without which 
two Curbs, a Man is left to his own Nature, and is as favage 
and cruel as the very Brutes, which make War upon him. 
There came nothing from thofe Parts now but Lamentations 
and Complaints of what they fuffer'd. Zeal for Religion 
and the publick Good gave Way entirely to the Intereft and 
Luft of private Men, and they were continually deftroying the 
poor Indians, who groaned under the heavy Load, labouring 
for Gold to fatisfy the Avarice of other Men, and were forced 
to feek with the Sweat of their Brow, what they themfelves 
defpifed, curling the ungrateful Fertility of their Country, 
as the Caufe of their Slavery. Thefe Diforders gave great Di£ 
turbance to Don Fernando, who was particularly delirous to pro- 
tect and convert the Indians, (which was always the fir ft Care 
of our Kings;) to which End he gave Orders, published Laws, 
and made life of different Means, which loft their Force by the 
Difadvantage of their Diftance, as an Arrow falls ftiort of the 
Mark, when placed at too great a Diftance from the Arm that 
dire&s it- But the Death of the King happning before he 
could enjoy the Fruit of his Labours, the Cardinal entered in 
ood Earneft, into the Profecution of this Defign, defi- 
ring to put that Government once upon a good Footing ; to 
which End he imploy'd four grave Regulars of the Order of 
St. Jerom, fencing them with the Character of Infpe£tors, and 
another Minifter of his own Election, to accompany them, 
with Commiftion of Refidentiary Judge; to the End, that thofe 
two Jurifdi£tions being united, might extend over the Whole: 
But they no fooner arrived at the Iflands, than they found it 
impoffible to execute the Severity of their Inftru&ions ; and that 
the Difference is great between Pra&ice and Speculation; and 
they did little more than difcover the ill State of that Govern- 
ment, making the Difeafe worfe by the Weaknefs of the Remedy. 
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CHAR V. 

The Calamities of the Monarchy ceafe on the Arrival 
of Charles. At this Time began the Conqueft of 

New Spain. 

N this Condition were the Affairs of the Monarchy^ 
when Charles took Poffeffion, and arrived in Spain, 
in the Month of September this Year. The Storm be- 
gan to abate upon his Comings and the Influence 
of his Prefence, by little and little, introduced a Calm- The 
firft Effects of this happy Change were perceived in Caflile, whofe 
Tranquillity communicated it felf to the reft of the Kingdoms 
of Spain, and afterwards reach'd to the Dominions abroad ; as 
in, a human Body, the natural Heat diftributes it felf, pafling 
from the Heart to the Benefit of the moft diftant Members. 
In ftiort, the Influence of the new King extended to America, 
his Name doing as much there, as his Prefence did in Spain. 
The Minds of Men became difpofed to great Undertakings; 
the Courage of the Soldiers increafedj and they began the firft 
Operations which preceeded the Conqueft of Neiv Spain, the 
Empire of which Heaven had deftined to fignalize the Begin- 
ning of the Reign of this auguft Monarch. 

The Ifland of Cuba was at that Time governed by Captain 
Diego Felafque^ who went thither as Lieutenant to the fecond 
Admiral of the Indies, Don Diego Colon, with fuch good For- 
tune, that the Conqueft of it was owing to him, and the greateft 
Part of the Settlement. 

* 

A s that Ifland was the moft Weftern of thoie that had heen 
difcover'd, and neareft to the Continent of North America, they 
had there large Accounts of other Lands, not far diftant, tho' it 
was ftillaDoubt whether they were Iflands, or not. They talk'd, 
however, of the Riches of thofe Countries with as much Certain- 
ty, as if they had feen them *, whether it be that this Confi- 
dence was grounded upon what Experience had difcover'd in the 
Conquefts already made, or that the Profperities, with which 
we flatter our felves, have but a Ihort Step to make from the 
Fancy to abfolute Belief 
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The great Idea conceived of thofe Parts encreafed at this 
Time by what thofe Soldiers related, who accompanied Fran- 

cifco Fernandez de Cordova in the Pifcoyery of Tw0<Wi a Pe- 
ninfula fcituate on the Confines of New Spain. And altho* 
this Undertaking was not pcofperous, and they could not at 
that Time make a Conqueff, becaufe the Captain and the greateft 
Part of his Hm died gallantly in the Attempt, • yet at leaft they 
were fatisfied of the Reality of thofe Countries ; and the Sol- 
diers, who arrived at this Time, altho ? wounded and overcome, 
were fo little daunted, that even in magnifying what they had 
fuffer'd, they fhewed an Inclination to return to the Enter- 
prize, and infufed the fame Defire into the reft of the Spaniards 
of the Ifland; not fo much by what they faid, as by fhewing 



fome little Toys of Gold, which tjiey brought from the new 



cover 'd Country, under the Standard, and in fmall Quantity, 
but fo much heighten d in Value by the Strength of Imagination, 



that they all began to p&mife themfelves great Riches from this 
Conqueit, and to raife mighty Structures in Fancy upon the 
Foundation of what they had feen. 

Some Writers do not allow that this firfi: Gold, or Metal 
mix'd with it, came at that Time from Yucatan, grounding 
their Opinion on that Province's not producing any, and the 
Eafinefs of contradicting what no body maintains. We follow 
thofe who relate what they faw, without finding any great 
Difficulty in believing that Gold might come from fome other 
Part to Yucatan, well knowing that to produce it, and to have 
it, are different Things. It appears by their not finding it any 
where but in the Temples, that thofe Indians efteem'd it as 
iomething excellent, fince they applied it foleiy to the Worlhip 
of their Gods. 

Diego Ve lafque^ feeing the Name of Yucatan in fo much 
Credit with every one, began to entertain Thoughts of raifing 
himfelf' to farther Greatnefs, as one who found himfelf uneafy 
in acknowledging Admiral Diego de Colon his Superior in that 
Government j a Dependance now more nominal than real 
but yet fuch, as when he confider'd his Rank and great Suc- 
ccfles, gave him inward Trouble, and deftroy'd the Relifti of 
his good Fortune. With this View he treated with feveral Per- 
sons to return upon this Difcovery, and conceiving new Hopes 
from the Ardour, with which the Soldiers offered themfelves, 
he publilh'd his Defign. Men were lifted, and three Veffels and 
a Brigantine fitted out, and well ftor'd with Ammunition and 
Provilions. He appointed Juan de Grijafaa, a Relation of his 

own, to be Commander in Chief; and Pedro de Alvarado, Francifco 

de 
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de Montexo, and Alonfo Davila, to command under him, Men of emi- 
nent Rank, and highly efteemed in thofe Iflands For their Valour 
and Humanity, the moft valuable Kind of Nobility. But not- 
withftanding they eafily affembled about two hundred and fif- 
ty Soldiers, includingjin this Number Pilots and Mariners, and 
made all the Difpatch which Men, fo eager on their Enterprize, 
could pofllbiy do, they did not put to Sea until the Eighth of 
Apritl, the Year following^ 1518. 

They fet put with a Defign to follow the fame Courfe they 
did the Year before; but falling off fome Degrees, by the 
Strength of the Currents, they came upon the lile of Co^umel^ 
(the tirft Difcovery in this Voyage,) where they refreftied them- 
felves, without any Oppofition from the Natives ; and return- 
ing on board, they flood their Courfe, and in few Days found 
themfelves in Sight of Tucatan ; and having doubled the Point 
of Cotoche, the moft Eaftern Part of that Province, they flood 
Wefterly, with the Larboard to the Shore, which they coafted, 
tmtil they arrived at Potonchan, or Champoton, where Francijco 
Fernandez de Cordova was routed and killed : To revenge whofe 
Death, more than out of any Neceffity, they landed ; and having 
vanquifti'd and terrified thofe Indians, determined to purfue their 
X>ifcovery. 

They flood Wefterly by common Confent, without keep- 
ing at a greater Diftance from the Land than was neceflary for 
their Safety, and difcover'd on a Part of the Coaft ( which ex- 
tended a great Way, and appeared very delightful) feveral Towns, 
with Buildings of Stone, which very much furprifed them ; and 
in the Confufion, with which they were all making their Ob- 
fervations, their Fancies reprefented them as great Cities, with 
Towers and Pinnacles ; Obje£b at this Time, contrary to the or- 
dinary Rule, appearing greater, as they were more diftant. And 
becaufe one of the Soldiers at that Time faid, that this Country 
was like Spain, the Comparifon fo much pleafed the Hearers, 
and made fuch an Impreflion upon them all, that we have no 
Account of any other Beginning of the Name of New Spain, 
given to that Country : Words accidentally fpoken, but fo fuc- 
cefsfully repeated, that without any Propriety or Beauty to re- 
commend them, they have fixed themfelves for ever on the Me- 
mories of Men. 




1 6 The Hijiory of the Con ov est Book 1. 




CHAP. VI. 

Juan de Grijalva enters the River of Tobafco. 

UR Veffels followed the Coaft, until fuch Time as 
they came to the Place where the River Tobafco, one 
of the navigable Rivers which runs into the Gulph of 
Mexico, difcharges it felf at two Mouths. From the 
Time of this Difcovery, it was called the River of Grijalva; but 
the Province, water 'd by it, fcituate on the Frontiers of New Spain, 
between Yucatan and Guaz&coalco, retains the old Name. In thefe 
Parts they difcover'd fpacious Groves, and fo many Towns be- 
tween the two Rivers, that with the Hopes of making a confl- 
derable Progrefs here, Juan de Grijalva refolved (with the Ap- 
probation of his Men) to go up the River, and take a View of the 
Country; and finding by the Soundings, that he could only 
make ufe of the two leffer Veffels, he embarked all his Sol- 
diers on board them, and left the other two at an Anchor, with 
Part of the Sailors. 

They began, not without fome Difficulty, to overcome the 

Strength of the Current; when they perceived at a little Dis- 
tance, a confiderable Number of Canoes, filled with armed In- 
dians, and on the Shore feveral fmall Bodies of Men, who feemed 
prepared for an Engagement; and who both by their Voices and 
Motions, which were now diftinguifhable, endeavour'd to per- 
iwade the Spaniards, that their Landing would be difficult; their 
Geftures being fuch as Men in Fear are wont to ufe, who 
would keep off Danger by Menaces. But our People, accuftom'd 
to greater Enterprizes, approach'd in good Order until the two 
Parties were within Reach of one another's Weapons. The General 
commanded that no one ftiould fire, or make any Signal, but 
of Peace; and the Admiration the Indians were in at the Make 
of the Ships, and Difference of the Men and Habits, feemed to 
have imposed upon them the fame Orders; for they flood with- 
out Motion, as deprived of the Ufe of their Hands, by the 
Aftonillnnent under which their Eyes had brought them. Gri- 
jalva made ufe of this feafonable and accidental Amufement, 
wherein he found the Enemy, to leap on Shore, followed by a 
Part of his Men, with great Expedition, and without any 

Danger. 
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Danger. He drew them, tip, and ere&ed the Royal Standard : 
And after thofe cuftomary Solemnities were performed, which 
being little rpore than Ceremonies, were yet called A&s of 
Poifeffion, he endeavourd to make the Indians underftand, 
that he came in Peace, without any Defign to offend them. 
This Meffage was carried by two Indian Boys, who were made 
Prifoners in the firft Expedition to Yucatan, and at their Bap- 
tifm had the Names of Julian and Melchor. They underftood 
the Language of Tobafco, as being like that of their own Country ; 
and they had learn d ours, fo that they made themfelves un- 
derftood with fome Difficulty ; but in a Country where they 
were often forc'd to fpeak by Signs, that indifferent Interpre- 
tation pafs'd for . Eloquence. 

The Refultof thisEmbaffy wasfuch, that about thirty Indians 
had the Boldnefs to draw nearer in four Canoes, with fome 
Precaution. 

Canoes were Boates, made of the Trunks of Trees, 
work'd hollow after fuch a Manner, that fome were capable 
of holding fifteen or twenty Men; fuch is the Largenefs of 
thofe Trees, and the Fertility of the Country that produces 
them* They faluted each other cowrteoufly ; and Juan de Gri- 
jalva, after having removed their Apprehenfions by fome Pre- 
fents, made them a fhort Difcourfe, giving them to underftand, 
by the Help of his Interpreters, that he and his Soldiers were 
Vaffais to a powerful Monarch, whppoffefs'd an Empire where 
the Sun rifes ; in whofe Name he came to offer them 
Peace, and great Advantages, if they would become his Subje&s. 
They heard his Proportion with the Marks of a difagreeable 
Attention; and we muft not omit the natural Difcretion of one 
of thofe Barbarians, who filencing the reft, anfwer'd Grijalva, 
with Firmnefs and Refolution, That he did not efteem that to 
be a good Kind of Peape, which he was defirous to introduce 
by Subjection and Vaflalage ; and that he could not but wonder 
at it as a Thing very propofterous, that he Ihould talk to them 
of a mew Mafter, before he knew whether they were difcon- 
tmted with him they already had: But that as to the Point of 
Peace or War, (for they had nothing elfe there to difcourfe of,) 
they would fpeak of it to their Superiors, and return with their 
Anwer. They took leave with this Refolution, and our Peo- 
ple remained e^juaUy furprized and concerned. The Satisfaction 
of (having fomad Indians of more Reafon, and better Difcourfe 
thamufuai, being allay 'd by the Difficulties they expe&ed to meet 
within conquering tihem ; for they rightly concluded, That thofe 

who cknew how >to difcourfe fo well, would alfo know how to 

F fight, 
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fight* or that at leaft they had Reafon to apprehend a different Kind 
of Valour with their different Underftandings ; it being certain 
that in War the Head does more than the Hands. But thefe 



Confiderations of the Danger ( 



nd 



diers varioufly reafoned) pafs'd as prudent Refle&ion^ but 
made little or no Impreffion on their Hearts. They were un- 
deceived in a little Time* for the fame Indians returned with 
lis of Peace, faying, That their Caziques did accept it, not 
they feared War, or were fo eafily to be overcome as the 
of Yucatan, (whofe Defeat they had learn'd,) but becaufe 



Men having left Peace or War to their Election, they 



it themfelves obliged to chufe the beft ; and in Token of 
vv Friendlhip they were going to eftabliflh, they brought a 
plentiful Regale of Provifions and Fruits. A little after came the 
principal Cazique, with a {lender Attendance of unarmed People, 
thereby giving to underftand the Confidence he had in his Guefts, 
and that he came fecure in his own Sincerity. Grijalva received 
him with Demonftrations of Satisfaction and Courtefy, and the 
Indian made a Return in Submiffions after his Manner, accom- 
panied with an Air of Gravity, either real or afFe£ted. After 
the firft Compliments, he order'd his Servants to come up with 
another Prefent (which he had brought) of divers Curiofities, 
of more Workmanlhip than Value : Plumes of various Colours ; 
Robes of fine Cotton, with fome Figures of Animals to adorn 
them, made of Gold, thin and light, or curioufly wrought in 
Wood, fet in Gold, or overlaid with it; and without flaying 
for the Acknowledgements of Grijalva, the Cazique gave him to 
underftand, by the 1 Help of his Interpreters, that his Defign 
was Peace, and that the Intention of that Prefent was, to take a 
friendly Leave of his Guefts, in order to maintain it. Grijalva 
anfwered him, That he very much cfteem'd his Liberality; and 
that his Purpofe was to pafs forwards, without making any 
Stop, or giving him any Umbrage : A Refolution to which he 



ed 



ood 



viour of thole People, and the Confidence they had placed in 
him; and partly for the Conveniency of a Retreat, and of having 
Friends at his Back, in cafe of any Accident that- might occur. 
And fo he took his leave, and re-embark'd, having firft pre* 
fcntcd the Cazique and his Servants with fome Caflillian Trifles, 
which altho' of very little Value, bore a Price for their Novelty; 
which jhould be lefs furprifing to the Spaniards now a Days, when 
they themfelves buy foreign GlalTes at fuch exceffive Rates,. 

Anton to de Hcrrcra, and thofe who follow him, or have 
writ fincc, affirm, that the Cazique prefented Grijalva with a 

Suit 
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Suit of Armour of fine Gold, with all the Pieces belonging to 
it ; that he armed himfelf compleatly with them ; and that they 
fitted him as well as if they had been made for him, a Circum- 
ftance too remarkable to have been omitted by more antient 
Authors. He took it, perhaps, from Francifco Lope^ de Gomara y 
whom he ufes to reject on other Occafions ; but Bernal Dia^del 
Cafiillo, who was there prefent, and Gon^alo Fernandez de Oviedo, 
who wrote at that Time in the Ifland of Santo Domingo, make 
no mention of thefe Arms, altho' both give a minute Account 
of all the Curiolities brought from Tobajco. I leave it to the 
Judgment of the Reader what Credit is to be given to thofe Au- 
thors, defiring only the Liberty to relate the Story, without 
blaming any one for doubting the Truth of it. 





HAP. VII. 

Juan de Grijalva profecutes his Voyage, and enters 
the River of Flags, where he has the Jirji Ac- 
count of the Mexican King MoiEiuMA. 

I 

R 1 J ALVA and his Companions pur fued their Voyage, 
landing the fame Courfe, ftill difcovering new Lands 
and Towns, without any memorable Accident, un- 
til they came to a River, which they call'd the River 
of Flags ; becaufe on the Shore and neighbouring Coafts-, they 
faw a great Number of Indians, with white Flags hanging at 
the Tops of their Spears, and who, by their Manner of waving 
them, together with their Signals, Cries, and different Motions, 
made a Shew of Peace, and leemed rather to invite PalTengers 
than forbid them. Grijalva order d Francifco de Montejo to ad- 
vance with fome of his Men in two Boats, to try the Entrance 
of the River, and difcqyer the Intentions of thofe Indians* This 
Captain finding a good Anchoring Place, and little to apprehend 
from the Behaviour of the People, gave Notice to the reft t6 
come up. They all landed, and were received with great Ad- 
miration and Marks of Joy by the Indians : From amorigft 
whom, aflembled in great Numbers, tl-jree advanced, who, 
the Ornaments of their Habits, feemed the principal Men of 
the Country ; ; and flopping fo long as was neceflary to obferve 

who was it he chief Commander, by the Relpeft the others paid 

him* 
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him, they went directly up to Grijalva, whom they accofted with 
great Reverence; and who received them with equal Gourtefy. 



Interpreters did not underffand the Language of th 



try, fo that the Compliments were made by civil Signs, with 
fome Words of more Sound than Signification. 

After this they faw a Banquet, which the Indians had 
provided of different Sorts of Food, plac'd, or rather flung up 



6 



Mats of Palm, under the Shade of the Trees ; a ruftick and 
diforderly Plenty, but not the lefs grateful to the Tafte of the 
hungry Soldiers. After which Refrelhment, the three Indians 
commanded their People to Ihew fome Pieces of Gold, which 
they had concealed till then; and by their Manner of mewit 
and holding them, it was underftood that they did not defign 
to make a Prefent of them, but to purchafe with them the 
Merchandize of the Ships, the Fame of which had already 
reach'd their Ears. Prefently a Fair was open'd for Strings of 
Beads, Combs, Knives, and other Inftruments of Iron and Al- 



himy, which in that Country might be called Jewels of great 



Price, the Fondnefs of the Indians for thofe Trifles giving them 



a real Value. They were exchanged for Implements, and Trin- 
kets of Gold, not of the greatefl Finenefs, but in fuch Abundance, 
that in the fix Days the Spaniards ftopp'd there, the Ranfomes 
amounted to fifteen thoufand Pefo's. 

We don't know with what Propriety they gave the Name of 
Ranfomes to this Kind of Trucking, nor why they called it 
fomed Gold, which in Truth was deliver 'd over to a greater 
Slavery, and had more Liberty where it was lefs elfeemed : But I 
Ihall make ufe of this Expreflion, becaufe I find it introduced in- 
to our Hiitories, and before them into the Hiftory of thtEaft In- 
dies-, it being granted that in the Manner of Ipeaking, whereby 
Things are explained, the Realbn is not fo much to be fought 
after, as the Cuftom, which according to the Opinion of Ho- 
yacc x is the true, Judge of Language, and either gives or takes 
away, as it pleafes, that Harmony which the Ear finds between 
Sounds and their Signification. 

Juan de Grijaha finding that the Ranfomes were at an End, 
and the Ships in fome Danger, by being expofed to the North 
Wind, took his leave of thofe People, who remained pleafed 
and thankful. He confulted about purfuing his intended Dif- 
covery, having underftood by Signs that thefe three Indian 
Chiefs were Subjects to a Monarch called Motezjima, whofe Em- 
pire extended over numerous Countries abounding with Gold, 
and other Riches ; and that they came by his Order to examine 
after a peaceable Manner, into the Intentions of our Pec 




whole 
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\vhofe Neighbourhood, in all Appearance, gave him Difttirbance. 
Some Writers run into larger Accounts, but it doth not feem 
eafy to conceive whence they could have gained their Knowledge^ 
nor was it a fmall Matter to learn fo much as we have related, 
where People were oblig'd to fpeak with their Hands; and un- 
derftand by their Eyes. 
:T hey failed on, without loling Sight of Land, and. palling 
two or three Iflands of fmall Note, landed in one they 
lied the Ifland of Sacrifices, becaufe going in to view a Houfe 
of Lime and Stone, which overlooked the jsft, they found 
feveral Idols of a horrible Figure, arid a more ^horrible Wprfliip 




paid to them ; for near the Steps where they were plac'd 
the Carkafles of fix or feven Men, newly iacrificed, cut to Pieces, 
and their Entrails laid open. This miierable Sight ftruck our 
People with Horror, and affecled them with different Sentiments, 
their Hearts being filled with Companion, at the fame Time that 
they were enraged at the Abomination. 

They lkid but a little while in this Ifland, becaufe the In- 

* 

habitants feemed to be in a Confternation ; fo that the Ran- 
fomes were not conliderable. Upon which they pafs'd on to 
another, which was not far from the Main Land, and fo fltuated, 
that between that and the Coaft there was fufficient Room and 
convenient Shelter for the Ships. They called it the Ifland of 
St. Juan, becaufe they arrived there on the Day of the Baptift, 
and likewife in Refpe£t to the Name of their General, mixing 
Devotion with Flattery ; and becaufe an Indian, who was point- 
ing with his Hand towards the Main Land, giving them to un- 
derftand how it was called, repeated feveral Times, with a bad 
Pronunciation, the Word Culua ! Culua ! This gave Occafion to the 
Sirname, by which they diftinguifhed it from St. Juan de Puer- 
to Rico, calling it St. Juan de Vlua: A little Ifland of more 
Sand than Soil; and which lay fo low, that fometimes it was 
cove At by the Sea, But from thefe humble Beginnings, it be- 
came the moft frequented and mo ft celebrated Port of New 
Spain, on that Side which is bounded by the North Sea. 

Here they ftaid fome Days ; for the Indians of the 



ghbo 



f Gold, believing 



t 



hey had the Advantage of the Spaniards in changing them for 
Cilafs. And Juan de Grijalva finding that his Inftruftions limited 
him to dilcover and ranlome without making a Settlement, 
(which was expreily forbidden him J he confulted about giving 
an Account to Diego Velajque^ of the large Countries he had 
difcover'd; that in cafe he refolv'd to have him lettle there, he 
might fend him Orders with a Supply of Forces, and inch 

G other 
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*>ther PjGOvmons as he flood in need of. With this Account be 



difpatGh ? d Captain Bedro de Ahar.ado jn *one of the four Ships, gi- 



xjrig. him ail the XUold, and whatever elfe they had acquired until 
<chat Time ; to the End, that the Shew of that Wealth .might 




ive this EmbafTy the more Weighty and facilitate his Propofal 
of Settling, to which he was always inclined ; notwithftanding 
Francifao Lope^ de Gomam denies it, and blames :him on this 
Recount as a puHillan imous Perdon . 





H 





VIII. 



Juan cfe Grijalya goes on with his Difcovery, until he 
has coajied the Province of Panuco, What hap- 
pened in the River of Canoes, and his Refohtion 
to return to the IJle of Cuba. 

G A R C E had Bedro de Alvarado fleered his Courfe 
for Cuba, when the reft of the Ships parted from 
St. Juan de Ulua in Purfuit of their Way, and fol- 




g the Guidance of the Coaft 



d 



to 



wards the North, having in View the two Mountains of Tufp. 
and Tuft a, which ftretch a great W ay between the Sea and 



After which they entered the River of 

of New Spain, on the Gulph of 

Mexico, and came to an Anchor in the River of Canoes, which took 
this Name at that Time, becaufe in the little Space they ftopp'd 



f Tlaji 
Panuco, the fartheft 



to take a View of 

i 

rilled with armed 



bey 



ho 




{faulted by fi 
the Help of 



ttack'd the Ship, commanded by Alonfi 



and aft 



a furious Shower of Arrows, cut one of the Ca- 



bles, and endeavour'd to board the Sh 



a Refblution becom 



g Barbar 
ight hav< 



fuch 



had it been favour'd 



; deferved the Name of a gallant Acl 
Ships coming immediately up to her 



Relief 



1 



Inftant mann'd 



hargtng 



Vig 



that one could not dittinguilh bet 



Succeis, 
But the 
the Men 
with lo 
'ixt the 



Attack and the Victory 
dians killed, and 

4 

Prudence enoi 



of them were overf< 



fhort 



left- 



many 



thole who had 



d it by Fligl 



gh to know the Danger, or ufed the molt Diligence 
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I t 4id not feem proper to follow this Victory, by reafon of 
the &ml 1 Advantage by Traffick that could be hoped for from 
fcigktfc&y. (Fugitives $ wherefore they weigh'd Anchor, and profe^ 




cured their Voyage till they arrived at a Point of Land which 
ran far into the Sea, which feemingly, enrag'd with itj as ufurpin_ 
upon its Territories, maintain 'd an obftinate War againft the Rocks. 
The Pilots made ufe of all their Induftry and Skill to double this 
Gape-; but were forc'd to give way to the Strength of the Cur 



rent, and not without Danger of overfetting, or running a fhore. 




This Accident occafion'd the Pilots to proteft againft proceedin 
any farther; in which they were feconded by the general Cla 
mours of the Men, grown weary now of fo tedious a Navi- 
gation, and more apprehenfive of the Dangers that might attend it. 
Upon Which Juan deGrijdlva, a Man of equal Prudence and Cou- 
rage, anembled the Captains and Pilots, to confult what was to be 
done in their prefent Circumftances; In this Council they 
weighed the Difficulty of paffing forward, and the Uncertainty 



of returning ; that one of their Ships had fuffer d> and want- 
ed to be refitted ; that their Provifion began to fpoil, and the 
People to be diflatisfied, and fatigued* They confider'd withal^ 
that to make a Settlement, was contrary to the Inftru&ions of 
Diego VelafquMtf and that they were in an ill Condition to un- 
dertake it, without a further Reinforcement^ lb that in the 
end, they refolved with one Accord tofteer their Courfe fox Cuba, 
in order to furnifh themfelves with what was neceflary for under- 
taking a third Time this great Affair, now left unfinifhed. This 
was prefently put in Execution, and failing back the Way 
by which they came, taking View of other Parts of the fame 
Coafb, without {topping long at any Place, yet making, a 
confiderable Profit in Ranfomes, they arrived at length at the 
Port of Sant Jago, in Cuba, the i 5th of November 15-18. 

Some few Days before, Pedro de Alvarado arrived at the 
fame Port, and was very well received by the Governor Diego 
Felajcfue^ who publihYd, with incredible Joy, the Account of 
the large Countries they had difcover'd, and, above all, of the 
fifteen thoufand Pefo's of Gold, which fupported the Relation, 
without any Occaiion for Exaggerations. 

Th e Governor beheld this Wealth with Pleafure, and hard- 
believing his Ryes, made Pedro de Alvarado repeat a fecond 
and third Time what he had before related, finding fome- 
thing new in the very Thing had jjctlft heard; as a Mufician is 
delighted with the Repetition! of? h% Tunc. But this Satisfaction 
was foon allay 'd by his Impatience at the Conduct of Don 




Juan de Grijalva, bccaufc he had not made a Settlement in the 

Country 
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Country where he had been fo well received : And altho' Pedro 
de Alvarado endeavour 'd to excufe him, yet being one of thole, 
who had advis'd the making a Settlement in the River of Flags, he 
fpoke but faintly, as a Man ufually does when he endeavours 
to enforce any Thing againft his own Opinion. Diego Velafquezi 
accufed him of Want of Refolution, and angry at his own 
Choice, confefs'd he was to blame for having fent him, pro- 
poling to intruft this Undertaking to fome more a£tive Perfon, 
without conlidering how he difobliged a Relation, to whom 
he owed the very Happinefs which rais'd his Hopes to fuch 
a Pitch. But the firft ErTe£t that good Fortune has on the Minds 
of the Ambitious, is to captivate their Reafon, and take from 

them the Senfe of Gratitude. He had nothing now to do but to 
obtain the Prize, and at any Rate enjoy the Profperity which he 
promifed himfelf from- that great Difcovery ; railing his Imagi- 
nations to mighty Things, and hoping now to compafs that 
which before exceeded his very Deiires. 

H e immediately made Preparations for the Conqueft of this 
Country, to which the Name of New Spain gave a great Repu- 
tation. He communicated his Refolution to the Regulars of 
St: Jerom, who refided in the Ifland of Santo Domingo, but in 
fuch Terms, that he feemed rather to delire their Approbation 
than ask their Confent. And he fent a Perfon to Court, with a 




of the Difcovery, together with 



in 



which his own Services were not forgotten; in Reward of 
which, he requefted fome 



of thofe Countries he mould conq 



of the King 



H e had already bought fome VelTels, and began to fit out 
a new Fleet, when Juan de Grijalva arrived, and found him 
as much incenfed, as he had Reafbn to expe£t him thankful. 
Velafquezi reprimanded him fharply and publickly, the other 
modeftly declining to fay all he could have done in his own 
Defence. However, he laid before relafque^ his own Inftruc- 
tions, which expreuy forbad him to fettle : But the Governor's 
ambitious ProlpecTs had now fo tranfported him beyond the 
Bounds of Reafon, that tho' he owned the Order, yet he treated 
Obedience to it as a Crime. 
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HAP. IX. 



The Difficulties which occur 7 d in the Choice of a 
Commander of the new Fleet, and who Hernan 
Cortes was, who, in the end, obtained that Vofi. 

U T Diego Velafque^ knowing how much it imported 
to be quick in his Refolutions, and that by loling of 
Time, he might lofe a favourable Opportunity, g 




immediate Orders for refitting the four Velfels 
which ferved in the Voyage of Grijaha; with which, and thofe 
he had bought, he made up ten Veffels, from eighty to an 
hundred Tuns, uling the fame Difpatch in arming, and fur- 
niili them with Stores and Provifions; but he was at a Lofs up- 
on whom to fix the Command. His Defign was to chufe a 



Man of Refolution, who would know how to difengage 
himfelf from Difficulties, and make ufe of Opportunities, but 
withal, fo manageable, as not to give him any Jealoufy, or have 
any other Ambition than to advance the Glory of his Princi- 
pal ; which, in other Words, was to feek for a Man of great 



Courage, and 



being eaiy to find theft 




two Extreams in the fame SubjecT, it delayed his Determina 
tion for fome Days. The Voice of the People was in favour 
of Juan de Grijaha, and they ufually do Juftice in their Elec- 
tions. What ferved greatly to recommend him, were his good 
Qualities, the Trouble he had taken in this Difcovery, toge- 
ther with his Knowledge of the Navigation, and of the Country. 

The other Pretenders were Antonio and Bernardino Felaf- 
quez^ near Relations of the Governor ; Bait ajar Bermudec^ 
Porcallo, and other Cavaliers of that Ifland, of fufficient Merit 
to pretend to greater Imployments; and upon this Occalion 
every one difcours'd, as if he was the only proper Choice; and 
indeed, generally fpeaking, when theDifpofal of Imployments is 
delay'd, it ferves only to encreafe the Number of Pretenders, 
and multiply the Complaints of the Unfortunate. 

•B u t Diego Velafqitc^ continued in his Irrefolution, fearing 
the Ambition of thofe whofe Capacity he approved, until ad- 
vifi'ng with Amador de Lari^ the Kings Treafurer, and Andres de 
Dueroj his Secretary, which two he entirely confided in, and who 

H knew 
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knew his Temper perfe&ly well, they proppfed their intimate 
Friend Remqn Cones, being, not over-lavim in his Praife, left their 

.a4vae;ij3pul4ibe fufp^<5ed; infinuating withal, that they fpoke 



more out of Regard to the Succefs of the Undertaking, than 



ft of their Friend. Their Proportion was well heard 
and they contented themfelves with feeing him favourably 



ed, giving him Time to conlider, with Hopes, of entirely 



c 



perfwading him in a fecond Convert! 

B u t before we go farther, it will be proper to fay who Her* 
nan Cortes .was, and through what Variety of Events his happy 
Deftiny led him to atchieve, by his Valour and Conduit, the 
Conqtieft of New Spain. I call that, Deftiny, which, fpeaking 
as a Chriftian, is the fovereign and unfearchable Diipofitionj, 
made by the firft Caufe, who leaving fecond Caufes to a£t iia 
Subordination to his Providence, as natural Means, produces afl 
that happens by his Permiffion or Appointment, in a manner 
onfifterit with that Liberty of Choice, which he has beftowed 
upon Mankind. 

H e was born in Medillin, a Town of Eflremadura, Son of 
Martin Cortes, of Monroy, and Donna Catalina-Pi^arro Altamarino, 
Names that fufficiently declare the Nobility of his Extraction. 
In his Youth, he for fome Time applied himfelf to Letters, 
and was two Years at Salamanca, which were fufficient to make 
him' feinfible, that the fedentary Application of a ftudious Life, 
Was 1 -contrary to his Temper, and did not fuit the Vivacity of 
his Spirit. He returned home refolved to follow the Wars, and 
his Parents pointed out to him that of Italy, which was then 
the moft confiderable, and made the greateft Noife with, the 
Name 6f the Great Captain Qonfalvo de Cordoua: But when he 



mbark, he fell dangeroufly ill of a Diftemper, which 
continued many Days; by which Accident, he found himlelf 
obliged to change his Intention, tho* not his Profellion ; and 
therefore he refolved to go to the Indies, where the War at that 
Time was carried on with a View to Glory, rather than to 
Wealth. He embarked, with the Approbation of his Parents, in 
the Year 1 $04, and carried Letters of Recommendation to Dow Ni- 
cholas it Obarido, Commendatory-Major of the Order of Alcantara, 
his Ktrifman, and then Governor of the Ifland of Sam Domingo. 
He was no Iborier arrived there, and known, than he gain'd 
the general Good-will and Esteem; and was fo kindly received 
by the Governor, as to be . immediately admitted by him in- 



to the Number of his Friends, andoffer'd his Aftiftance in a parti- 
cular Manner : But all thofe Favours Were not fufficient to divert 

Hi's Inclination to Arms; for he was fo uneafy with the State 

of 





wherein he found that Ifland, which the Spaniards 
now • poflefs'd' without any Oppofition from the Natives, that 
he delir'd Leave to go and ferve in the Ille of Cuba, where the 
War was ftill carried on: And having gained the Confent of his 
Kinfmari, he endeavour'd to lignalize himfelf in that War both 
by Valour and Obedience, which are the firft Rudiments of 
the Military Profeffion. He very foon acquired not only the 
Reputation of a valiant Soldier, but alfo that of an able Com- 
mander, diftinguilhing both his Courage in A&ion, and his Ca- 
pacity in Council. 

Cortes \vas well made, and of an agreeable Countenance j 
and befides thoie common natural Endowments, he was of a 
Temper which rendered him very amiable; for he always fpoke 
well of the Abfent, and was pleafant and difcreet in his Con- 
verfarion. His Generofity was fuch, that his Friends partook 
of all he had, without being fufTer'd by him to publilli their 
Obligations. 

H e married in that Ifland Donna Cathalina-Suarezi facheco, a 
noble and virtuous young Lady. This Courtlfiip brought him un- 



der many Difficulties, by the interfering of Diego Velafque^ who 



made him Prifoner till fuch Time as all Differences were adjufted; 
and then Velafquezjiood. Father to the Bride, and gave her to him 
in Marriage. After which they were intimate Friends ; and he 
in a little Time gave him a Diftribution of Indians, and the 
Poll of Alcalde, or Chief Magi Urate in ! the very Town of St.Jago', 
an Imployment ufually conferr'd on thofe who had diftin- 
guilh'd themfelves in the Cortqueft of thofe Countries. 

I N thefe Circumftances was Hernan Cortes, when Amador de 
Lafizi and Andres de Duero propofed him for the Conqueft of 
New Spain ; and they did it with fo much Addreft, that the next 
Time they waited upon Diego Velajque% furnifhed with frelh 
Reafons to enforce their Recommendation, they found him re- 

folved on Hernan Cortes, and fo poflefs'd with the Advantages ofen- 
trulting the Undertaking to his Care, that they chang'd their pre- 
meditated Arguments into Flattery, and only endeavour'd to oblige 
him by applauding a Refolution 10 agreeable to their own Wilfies. 
They agreed with the Governor that it was convenient imme- 
diately to publilli the Choice, in order to put a Stop at once to 
all further Pretentions; and Andres de Duero was not dilatory 
in the Difpatch of the Commiffion. The SubfTance of which 
was, That Diego Felafque^, as Governor of the Ifle of Cuba, and 
Promoter of the Difcoveries of Yucatan and New Spain, did name 
Hernan Cortes for Captain-General of the Fleet, and of the Coun- 
tries already difcover'd, or which mould be difcover'd, with the 
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moft extenlive 



and moft honourable Claufes, which 



the Friendlhip of the Secretary could add, under the 
of obferving the neceflary Forms. 





H A R X. 



The Rivals of Cortes endeavour with all their Tower 
to Jet Diego Velafquez, againfi him, hut without 
Effeft, He fails with the Fleet out of the Tort 
oj Sant Jago. 



0 RT E S received the new Charge from Velafque^ 
with great Expreffions of RefpecT: and Satisfaction, as 
fenfibly afFecled at that Time, with the Confidence 
the Governor had repofed in his Perfbn, as he was 
afterwards with his Diftruft. The Refolution was made pub- 
lick, and well received among thofe who delir'd to fee that Af- 




fair brought to a Conclufion; but occafion'd much Difcontent 
among his Rivals for the Imployment ; and thofe w"ho declared 
themfel ves with the greateft Boldnefs, were the Relations of Diego 
Velafque^ who ,made very, ftrong Efforts to raife in the Go- 
vernor a Diftruft of Hernan Cortes, They told him, That he 
placed a great deal of Confidence in a Man whom he had fo little 
obliged y that if he confiderd the Conduct of Cortes, he would find 



that he was not much to be depended on, for that his Words and Ac- 
tions very feldom agreed; that his Courtefy and Liberality had an 
Artifice in them, which rendered him fufpetled to thofe who are not 
led away by the bare Appearances of Virtue, that he was over affi- 
duous to gain the Affections of the People % and that fuch fort of 
Friends, when they are in great Numbers, are eafily formed into a 
Party, that he would do well to remember the Difgujl his Imprifon- 
mcnt had given him ; and that a Man rarely makes- true Friends of 
thofe, to whom be has given fuch Occafon of Complaint ; for the 
1 1 'ounds of the Mind, as w.ell . as of the Body, leave Scars behind, 
which are wont to put a Man in mind of the Offence, when he has 
the Power to revenge it. To thefe they added other Reafons more 
fpecious than folid, without much Regard to Truth, aiming to 

appear zealous in the Governor's Intereft, the better to dilTemble 
their real Views. 

'Tis 
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'Tis reported that Diego Velafque^, walking out one Day 
with Hernan Cortes, and his Friends and Relations, a pleafant 
crack-brain'd Fellow, with whole Whimfies he ufed to be di- 
verted, faid to him, Thou haft done well, Friend Diego; Jhortly 
there will be Occafion for another Fleet to go in Purfuit of Cortes* 
There are fome that relate this as a Prophecy^ confidering how 
luckily Madmen fometimes hit upon Things* and the Impref* 
fion that it made on the Mind of Diego Velafque-z^ Let us leave 
it to Philofophers to difpute whether the fortelling of what is 
to come be one of the Extravagances of a diftempered Imagina- 
tion, or if it be poflible that a Judgment fo diforder'd mould 
be capable of Divination. Let them imploy their Wit in learch- 
ing for Reafons to maintain fuch an Opinion ; I, for my part, 
mall believe that this craz'd Perfon was put upon faying what 
he did by the Enemies of Cortes, and that their Malice was but 
poorly fupported by Reafon, when they were obliged to have 
Recourfe to Mad n els. 

But Diego Velafque^ Hood firm to his Refolution, and Her* 
nan Cortes wholly applied himfelf to haften the Preparations for 
his Departure. The firft Step was, to ere£fc his Standard, with 
the Sign of the Crofs, having this Infcription in Latin: Let us 
follow the Crofs, for with this Sign we Jhatt overcome. ■ He ap J 
peared in the Habit of a Soldier, which became him well, and 
fuited his Inclinations better. He imployed his own Stock libe- 
rally, and what he could borrow from his Friends, in the buy- 
ing of Provifions, Arms, and Ammunition, in order to haften the 
Departure of the Fleet, endeavouring, at the fame Time, to 
draw together a Number of Soldiers for the Expedition, in 
which he did not find much Difficulty ; for the very Name of 
theBnterprize, and the Fame of the Captain werefo great, that in 
few Days they lifted three hundred Soldiers, among which were 
Diego de Orda^ a principal Confident of the Governor, Fran- 



cijco de Morla, Bernal Via^ del Cdftilb, (who has written th« 
Hiftory of this Conqueft,) and other Gentlemen, who fhaJl be 
named in their proper Place. 

The Time for their Departure being come, Orders were 
given for the Soldiers to embark, which they did in the Day- 
time, the People all running to the Sight; and at Night, Cortes, 
accompanied by his Friends, went to take leave of the Gover- 
nor, who embrae'd him in a very friendly manner, and the next 
Morning accompanied him to the Sea-Side, and faw him embark. 
Small Circumftances, and of little Importance in the Hiftory, 
and which might have been omitted, if they were not neceflary to 
wipe off the Imputation of that early Ingratitude, with which they 

I have 
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have reproached Cortes, who fay, that he forc'd his Way out 
of the Port with the Fleet ; fo Antonio de fferrera reports, and 
thofe.who copy after him, affirming, without any manner of 
Reafon,: that he called the Soldiers together from their Houfes 
at Midnight, embarking with them by Stealth ; and that Diegq 
F>elafque%, going out after him in the Morning, Cortes came up 
to him in a Boat, well armed, and gave him to underftand, in 
a difrefpe&ful manner, that he no longer had Regard to his 
Orders. We follow Bernd DiaK del Caftilb, who relates 
what he faw, and is moft probable: For it is not to be 
imagined that a Man fo djfcreet as Cortes , ( had he 
formed fuch a Refolution within himfelf,) would fo publickly 
break with FelafqmK., before he had got out of the Reach of 
his. Jurifdi£K on ; for he was obliged to touch with his Fleet in 
other Places of the fame Iuand, to take in Men and Provifions, 
which he wanted. And tho' we fhould allow him guilty of this 
Indifcretion, it does not feem likely, that in fo fmall a Town 
as wai «S6. Jago at that Time* three hundred Men could becail'd 
from their Houfes, and embark in the Night -time, Diego de 
Ordati, and other ^'Creatures of the Governor being of the 

Number, and that; there fiiould not be one among fo many to 
give him an Account: of fa extraordinary a Procedure ; or that 
thofe, who fo narrowly obferved his A&ions, mould not awake 
at the Noife occafibn'd by fo great a Hurry. This finely, miift 
have argued a ftrange fort of Silence on one Side,, and a very 
extraordinary Negligence on the other. We will not deny but 
that Cortes withdrew from his Obedience to Velafque^; but it 
was fometime afterwards, and lor the Reafonsthat lhall be Ihewn. 
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Cortes fails with the Fleet 'to La Trinidad, 
where he gets a confiderable Reinforcement 



Soldiers. His Enemies 




their Taint 





making Velafquez jealous, who ufes his utmoft En- 
deavours to flop him. 




m 

H E Fleet failed from the Port of Sunt J ago in Cuba 
the Eighteenth Day of November, in the Year of our 



Lord i 518; and coafting along the North-Side of the 
Ifland towards the Eait, arrived in a few Days 
at the Port of La Trinidad, where Cortes had fome Friends, who 
gape Jbim a very kind Reception. He prefently publifh'd his 
Deiign, and Juan de ^Jcalante^ , Pedro Sanchez Farfan, Gon^alo 



Mexiia, with, other confiderablf Pprfons of that Settlement of- 
fered to follow his Fortunes ; and £ little after, he was joined by 
Pedro de Aharado, and Jilonfo Davila, who had been Captains in 
the Expedition of Juan de Grijalva,, with four Brothers of Pedro 



de Aharado, 



Gon%alo 9 Jorge ^ ,G ornery and Juan de 



Alvarado. The Account of this Affair reaching to the Town of 
SanWi Spirit as, which was but a little diftant from La Trinidad; 
there came . from thence with the famQ Pefign of following 
the Fortune of Cortes, Alonfo Hern&nde^ Porto carrero, Gon^alo de 
San4ovai y Roderigo Ranged Juan Velajqueii de Leon, (a Relation 
pf the Governor's,) and other Perlons of Diftinftion, whofe 
Names will be more properly remembred when we ihall re- 
late their Exploits. With this Reinforcement of Gentlemen, and 
a hundred .Soldiers, who came from the two Settlements, the 
Stfertgth of the Fleet was confiderably augmented ; and at the 
£%m$ Time Care was taken to buy up Provilions, Ammunition, 
Arms, and fome Horfes; Cortes aflifting all who wanted, 
with his own Money ; for he knew how to gain their Aftefliori 
by. 3X1 obliging, Behaviour, by infpiring them with Hopes, and by 
^[ntaifling his Superiority, in fugh a Manner, as to let them 
&e he iookM. ;tiport Jajmfelf at the fame Time, as their Compa- 
nion. ' ■ 
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But fcarce had he turned his Back to the Port of Sam Jago, 
when his Enemies began to cry out againft him, talking already 
of his Difobedience, after the Cuftom of Cowards, who always 
attack the abfent. Diego Velajque^ hearken'd to their Difcourfe 
and tho' he feemed to be difpleafed, they difcover'd in his Mind 
a Difpolition to Jealoufy, eafy to be work'd up to an entire Di£ 
trull j to which End they made life of an old Man, called Juan 
Millan, who, notwithftanding he was very ignorant, pretended 



to the Knowledge of Aflrology: A mad Man of another kind 



d touch'd with a Madnefs of another Species. This Man, fee 
on by others, having engaged Velafque^ to Secrecy, acquainted 
him in myfterious Terms, that this Expedition would have a 
fortunate and an unfortunate Event ; giving him to underftand, 
that he had learned fo much from the Stars. And tho' Diego 
Velafque^ was a Man of fufficient Senfe to know the Vanity of 
fuch Prognoftications, neverthelefs, as his Foible was Jealoufy, 
this had fuch an Effe£t, that notwithftanding he defpifed the As- 
trologer, he began to be affected by what he laid. 

From fuch flight Beginnings fprung the flrft Refolution, 
which Diego Velafque^ took to break with Hernan Cortes, by de- 
priving him of the Command of the Fleet. He difpatch'd im- 
mediately two Couriers to La Trinidad, with Letters for all his 
Confidents, and exprefs Orders to Francijco Verdugo, his Cou- 
fin, who at that Time was chief Alcalde of the Town, to dif- 
poiTefs him of his Captain-Gerieral-Ship in a judicial Way, on 
Suppofition, that his Authority was now revoked, and another 

Perfon named in his Room. 

Cortes was quickly informed of this unexpected Accident, 
and without being difcourag'd at the Difficulty of the Remedy, 
Ihew'd himfelf to his Friends and Soldiers, that he might know 
in what Mariner they refented the Injury done to their Captain, 
and confequently how far he might depend on their Opinion 
of the Juftice of his Pretentions. 

H £ found them all not only in his Intereft, but refolved 
to guard him from fuch an Injury, tho' it mould carry them 
to the laft Extremity, of taking Arms in his Defence. And tho' 
Diego de Orda^, and Juan Velafque^ de Leon were lefs warm, as de- 
pending more upon the Governor, they were ealily brought over to 
approve of that which they had not Power to hinder. Being 
thus fecure, he went to vrlic the chief Alcalde, who already 
knew the Grounds he had to complain. He laid before him 
how far he might expofe himfelf in fupporting fuch ; a Piece of 
Injuftice, by diigufting fo many Perfons of Diftin&ion as followed 

him ; and how much he had Reafon to fear from the Fury of 

the 
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the Soldiers, whofe Affe&ions he had gained, that he might" the 
better ferve Diego Velafque^; and that he already found it diffi- 
cult to keep them within the Bounds of Obedience to him 5 
fpeaking in fuch Terms, and with fuch a kind of Refolution^ 
as appeared both modeft and great. Francifco Verdugo approved 
his Reafons, and from a Principle of Generality, being un- 
willing to become the Inftrument of fuch Injuftice, offered 
not only to fufpend the Execution of the Order, but to write 
to Diego Velajquez to engage him to delift from a Refolution, 
which was now impraclicablej by Reafon of the Difguft it 
gave the Soldiers, and cculd not be executed without very £ re at 
Inconveniencies. Diego de Orda^ y and the reft, who had "any 
Intereft in the Governor, offered to do the fame, and wrote im- 
mediately. Cortes likewife wrote to him, complaining in a 
friendly Manner of his Diftruftj without fhewing how far he 
was dinatished, or omitting his ordinary Refpecl, as one who 
found himfelf obliged to complain, but dehYd to have no Rea- 
fon to appear difcontented or injur'd. 
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CHAP. XII. 

I 

Cortes fails from La Trinidad to ^Hanava; where 
he gets the left Reinforcement for the Fleet , and 
fuffers a fecond T erf ecution from V elafquez. 

A V I N G taken thefe Meafures, which at that Time 
feemed fufficient to quiet the Mind of Velafquc^ 
Cortes confider'd of profecuting his Voyage ; and 
fending Pedro de Alvarado by Land, with a Party of 
Soldiers to take care of their Horfes, and raife iome more Men 
in the Settlements upoivthe Road, he fail'd with the Fleet for 
the 'Havana,, the molt We'fterly Part of the Illaiid^ where it begins 
to incline towards the North. The Ships parted froth La Trinidad 
with a" favourable Wind ; but at the coming on of the Nightithey 
feparated from the Capitana, where Cortes, was on Board, without 
obferving as they ought the Courfe he ftood, or perceiving , the 
Error of their Pilots, until the Light of the DaijK difcovered.it: 
But being hbw advanced: fo far, they continued their Voyage, 
and arrived at the Havana, where die Soldiers! went on Shore. 
They were 'kindly and liberally entertained bjf Pedro da Barfia> 

K at 
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at that Time Governor of the Havana, under VelafqUe^. They 
were all concerned that they had not waited for their Captain, 
or turned back in fearch of him ', but their Difcourfes on that 
Oceafiion, went no farther than to furnilh. themfelves withExcufes 



againft his Arrival; but perceiving that he ftaid longer than 



they thought it was poflible he could, unlefs fome Misfortune 
had befallen him, they began to be uneafy, and divided in- 
to various Opinions. Some were for fending two or three Vef- 
fels in fearch of him amongft the neighbouring Illands ; others 



propofed to name a Commander in Chief in his Abfence; but 
others thought fuch a Proportion unfeafonable. However, as 



no body commanded, every one gave his VerdicT:, and nothing 



was done. He who moft infilled upon their naming a Com 
ma rider, was Diego de Ordazi, who as Confident of felafque^, 
expected to be preferred to the reft, and thought that by the 
gaining of this Point,- he fhould ftand fair to obtain that Poll 
from Velajque^. But at laft, after a Difpute of feven Days, 
Cortes fafely arrived with the Capitana. 

His Delay was occafion'd by the Fleet's palling over fome 
Flats which are between. the Harbour of La Trinidad and the 
Cape of St. Anthony, at a; final 1 Diftance from the of Pines, 
where the Capitana, as being the largeft Ship, ftruck, and was in 
Danger of being over-fet : An Accident which gave Cortes no lit- 
tle Trouble, but withal, ' ferved to raife his Reputation ; for ani- 
mating his Men, on View of the Danger, he gave fuch Or- 
ders as were neceflary with great Prefence of Mind, and ufed 
the utmoft Expedition, without Confufion. His firft Care was 
to put out his Boat, and take out the Ship's Lading, which was 
carried to a little Sandy Ifiand hard by: By which Means he fo 
far lightened her, as to fet her afloat. After which, getting clear 
of the Banks, they took her Lading on Board again, and pur- 
fu'd their Courfe, having thus fpent the feven Days, he Was 
detain'd in this Place, much to the Advantage of his Reputa- 
tion. 

Pe dro de Barba lodged him in :his own Houfe, and he 
was received with great (Acclamations. And here again their Num- 
bers, encreafed, ieVleral of the Inhabitants and Gentlemen entring 
into the Service: ! Among whom were Frhncifco de M'ontejo, who was 
afterwards theXing's Lieutenant 6fTucatan,jDiego de Soto del Toro± 
Qkrci Caro, ^imn^Sidmd^ and other Pbrfbns ©f Diftinclion and 
Fortune ; which very mtich added to the Reputation of the Enter- 
prize', and commented the Equipment off the Fleet. Thefe Prepa- 
rations took up/ fome Days!:; But as Cones knew not how tol be 
idlh the , Tiiwe. he ftaid 'uhfepe, he commanded the Artillery 

to 







ook t of Mexico ^ New SfcAitt 

to be brought on Shore to be cleaned and proved* ordering the 
Cannoniers to obferve exa£lly how far each Gun would carry; 
and as there wals great Plenty of Cottdn thereabouts, he directed 
the making a fufficient Quantity of defenfive Arms. Thefe were 
a kind of Quilts, in the Form of great Coats, which were called 
Efcaupilles : Neceffity inventing what Experience afterwards ap* 
proved ; when they found that a little Cotton, ftitched beween 
two Cloths, was a better feefence than Iron againft the Arrows 
arid Darts of the Indians • for they loft their Force by the weak 
Refinance they met with* and were likewife hinder'd from 

glancing from one Man to another. 

A t the fame Time he exercifed his Soldiers in the Ufe of 
their Fire Arms and Crofs-Bows, and the Management of their 
Pikes : He alfo taught them how to form a Battalion, and file off 
in order ; how to Charge, and how to feize a Poff ; inftrucling 
them both by Voice and Example in the Rudiments of War ; af- 
ter the Manner of the great Captains of Antiquity, who 
feigned Battles and Aflaults, taught new Beginners the military 
Art. Which Pra6lice, in Time of Peace,, was in fo much Efteem 
among the Romans, that from this kind of Exercife they gave 
their Armies the Name of ' Exefcitus: . 

At the fame Time, and with the fame Diligence, he went on 
with the reft of his Preparations : But when every one Was re- 
joicing at the Approach of the Day appointed for their Depar- 
ture, G a] per de G 'arnica, a Servant 6f Velafquez, arrived at the 
Havana, with frefh Orders to Pedro de Barba, exprefly enjoining 
him to difpoftefs Cortes of the Command of the Fleet, and to 
fend him Prifoner with a good Convoy ; telling him how highly 
he had been difpleas'd with Frdncifco Verdugo for letting him go 
from La Trinidad ; and withal, giving him to underftand how 
much he would rifque in not complying with his Orders. He 
likewife wrote to Diego de Ordain and to Juan Velafque^ de Leon, 
to be a {lifting to Pedro de Barba in the Execution of his Com- 
mands. But Cortes was advertis'd of what was doing from fe- 
veral Hands, and even by Garnica. "They warn'd him to take 
care of himfelf, llnce he who firft entruited this Eriterprize to 
his Conduct, was now going to difcard him in a manner highly 
injurious to his Honour;' freeing hi'nv from the Scandal or In- 
gratitude, by forcing from him the Fav6ur for which he flood 
oblig'd. 
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Cortes refohes not to put himfelf in the Vower 

Velafquez : The juji Motives of this Refolution : 
With what further pafid till the Time of their 
failing from the Havana. 




LTHOUGH Cortes was a Man of great Spirit, he 



could not help being mock'd with this new Attempt, 
which touch'd him the more fenfibly, by how much 
the lefs it was expe&ed ; for he thought Velafaue-^ 
had been fatisfied- with what, every one had wrote to him on 
the Receipt , of his firft Command at the Town of La Trinidad; 
but being convinced of his Obftinacy by thefe repeated Orders, 
he began, with lefs Temper,, to think of taking care of himfeif. 
On the one Side, he faw ,himfelf applauded and efteem'd by all 
who ibi lowed him ; and on the other, degraded, and condemned 
to Prifon like a Criminal. . He acknowledged that felafquezhad 
expended fome Money iri fitting out the Fleet; but then the 

greater!: Part : of the Charge was born by himfelf and his Friends, 
and' almoft all the Soldiers were rais'd upon their Credit. He 
revolv'd in his ;Mind all. the Circumftances of the Injury done 
him ; and confideri.ng < the Slights he had hitherto fuffered, he 
grew angry with himfelf, and, not. without Reafon, accus'd his 
own Patience f .jfor this Virtue palling beyond the Bounds a£ 
fign'd to it by Reafon, degenerates into Meannefs of Spirit and 



Jnieniibility. 1 He was alio concerned for the Enterprize, which 
he |orefaw would entirely mifcarry if he quitted the Conduct of 
it j* j bu,t , that which mo ( lf. fenfibly affefled him, was the Wound 
gijVerr £o f his-.^onour, - which (to thofe who underltand its Value) 
is deader ^ngn., )Ciie it fe,Jf^ .tjpon tliefe Reflections, and this Occa- 
iipjn iqfj^efentiiiient, Cortes took firft Refolution of breaking 



Whence it appears how little Juftice Antonio de 

placing this Breach in the City of 





Herrcra has done him, 

St. Jago, at a Time when he had juft received fuch lingular 
Obligations. But we lhall adhere to what is related 
Bernal Diazi del Caftillo, an Author not the moll favourable 
to Cortes; lor Gonzjilo Fer'nandcg 4e Oviedo affirms, That he 
acknowledged his Dependancy oh the Governor Vclafque^ till 

upon 
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upon his Arrival in New Spain he fet Up for himfelf, givin 




Conqueft 



Emperor of the Advances made by. him 




The Pains I have bellowed in clearing the Character of 
Cortes from thefe early Reproaches, mult not be thought a Di- 
reffion from the Subject : I am as far from flattering thofe 
rhom I undertake to defend, as from hating others whom I 
condemn : But when Truth points out the Way to juftify the 
firft Steps in a Man's Conduct, who knew how to make himfelf 
fo considerable by his Actions, I ought to follow the Path, and 
to be pleafed with difcovering the Certainty of that which 
ferves to eftabliih his Reputation. 

I am very fenlible that an Hiflorian mould by no Means 
conceal what deferves Reproof; for Examples are as useful to 
make Vice abhorred, as to allure us to the Imitation of Virtue : 
But it argues a wrong Turn in an Author to put the worft 
Conftru&ion upon a Man's Actions; and to relate as Truth 
their own ill-natur'd Conjectures, is a Fault of which fom 



e 



Ity, who have read Tacitus with an Amb 



imitate that which in Reality is inimitable, and fancy they 
enter into the Spirit of that Author, when- they put fuch 



Interpretations upon Things, as favour more of Spleen than Art 

But to return to our Hiftory : Cortex judging that it was 
now no longer a Time to fmother his Refentment, or take mode- 
rate Meafiires, which are generally Enemies to great Refolutions, 
refolved to provide for himfelf, and make ufe of the Force he 
was Mailer of as Occafion Ihould require. To this End, be- 
fore Pedro de Barb a had determined to publifh the Order he had 
againft him, he made hafte to fend away from the Havana Diego de 
OrdaZj, whofe Fidelity he fufpected very much, on Account of 
the Efforts he had made to be chofen Commander in Chief in his 
Abfence : He therefore ordered him to embark immediately on 
Board one of the VefTels, and to make the belt of his Way to 
Guanicanico, a Settlement fituate on the other Side of the Cape 
St. Antonio, to take in fome Provifions which he had directed to 
be carried to that Place, and there to wait his Arrival, with 
the relt of the Fleet. Cartas aflifted in putting this Order in 
Execution with his ufual Diligence and Calmnels; and this Way 
di (engaged himfelf from a Man who might have embarafs'd 



y great Degree. After which he went to vili 




'lajquez, de Leon, whom he eafily brought over to his Inte- 
11, being himfelf not a little dilpleafed with the Proceedings 



f 
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tractable, and of lefs Artifice 



de Ordaz. 
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XIII. 




Cortes refolves not to put him/elf in the Vower 
Velafquez : The jufi Motives of this Rejolution : 
With what further pafs'd till the Time of their 
failing from the Havana. 




4 

LTHOUGH Cortes was a Man of great Spirit, he 
; could* not help being fhock'd with this new Attempt, 
which touch'd him the more fenfibly, by how much 
the lefs it was expe&ed ; for he thought Velajque^i 
had been fatisfied -with what, every one had wrote to him on 
the Receipt of his firft Command at the Town of La Trinidad ; 
but being convinced of his Obftinacy by thefe repeated Orders, 
he began, with lefs Temper,, to think of taking care of himfel£ 
On the one Side, he faw himfelf applauded and efteem'd by all 
who. folio wed him; and on the other, degraded, and condemned 
to Prifon like a Criminal. . He acknowledged that Velafque^ had 
expended fome Money m fitting out the Fleet; but then the 
greateit Part ; of the Charge was born by himfelf and his Friends, 
and almoft all the Soldiers were rais'd upon their Credit. He 
revolv'd in his Mind all. the Circumftances of the Injury done 
hin> ; and confidering the Slights he had hitherto fuffered, he 
grew angry with, himfelf, and, not without Reafon, accused his 
own Patience ; . jfor this Virtue palling beyond the Bounds at 
fign'd to it by Reafon,. degenerates into Meannefs of Spirit and 

Jnieniibility. He was alio concerned for the Enterprize, which 
he fprefaw would entirely jnikarry if he quitted the Conduct of 
it 5, j but , that which mofl fenfibly affe£ted him, was the Wound 
gijverr ^ hiS',^Ionour, which (to thofe who underffand its Value) 



is dea^ei: than ( jCiie it fejf^ tlppn tlieleRefleclions, and this Occa- 
iipjn ; qf;, Reject tpfpt? Cortes took His firft Refolution of breaking 



jyjtfaj Velajcfl^, Whence it appears' how little Juflice Antonio dc 



Hencra has done him, by placing this Breach in the City of 
St. 'J/tgo, at a 'J'ime when he had juft received fuch Angular 



Obligations. 



But we mall adhere to what is related 




Bernal Dia^ del Caftillo, an .Author not the molt favourable 
to Cortes; for Gon^alo Fcr'nandeg 4c Oviedo affirms, That he 
acknowledged his Dependency on the Governor Vclajque^ till 

u pon 
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upon his Arrival in New Spain he fet up for himfelf, giving 



Con quell: 



Emperor of the Advances made by. him 



The Pains I have beftowed in clearing the Character of 
Cortes from thefe early Reproaches, muft not be thought a Di- 
greffion from the Subject : I am as far from flattering thofe 
whom I undertake to defend, as from hating others whom I 
condemn : But when Truth points out the Way to juftify the 
firft Steps in a Man's Conduct, who knew how to make himfelf 
fo considerable by his Actions, I ought to follow the Path, and 
to be pleafed with difcovering the Certainty of that which 
ferves to eftabliih his Reputation. 

I am very feniible that an Hiftorian mould by no Means 
conceal what deferves Reproof j for Examples are as ufeful to 



make Vice abhorred, as to allure us to the Imitation of Virtue : 
But it argues a wrong Turn in an Author to put the worft 
Conftru&ion upon a Man's Actions; and to relate as Truth 
their own ill-natur'd Conjectures, is a Fault of which fome 
Writers are guilty, who have read Tacitus with an Ambition to 
imitate that which in Reality is inimitable, and fancy they 
enter into the Spirit of that Author, when they put fuch 
Interpretations upon Things, as favour more of Spleen than Art. 

But to return to our Hiftory : Cortex judging that it was 
now no longer a Time to fmother his Refentment, or take mode- 
rate Meafures, which are generally Enemies to great Refolutions, 
refolved to provide for himfelf, and make life of the Force he 
was Mailer of as Occaiion Ihould require. To this End, be- 
fore Pedro de Barb a had determined to publifh the Order he had 
againft him, he made hafte to fend away from the Havana Diego de 
Ordaz^ whofe Fidelity he fufpe&ed very much, on Account of 
the Efforts he had made to be chofen Commander in Chief in his 
Abfence : He therefore ordered him to embark immediately on 

f the Veffels, and to make the bell: of his Way 



QuanicanicOj a Settlement fituate on the other Side of the Cape 
St. Antonio, to take in fome Provifions which he had directed to 
be carried to that Place, and there to wait his Arrival, with 
the re If of the Fleet. Cortex allifred in putting this Order in 
Execution with his ufual Diligence and CalmneJs; and this Way 
di (engaged himfelf from a Man who might have embarafs'd 
him to a very great Degree. After which he went to vifit 

ifque^ dc Leon, whom he ealily brought over to his Inte 




It, being himfelf not a little dilpleafed with the Proceedings 
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enable, and of lefs Artifi 
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ing tsk&n-theie Precautions, he mewed himfelf to the 
SoldS, .acquainting them with the new Perfection that threat* 



ned 



They all offered him their 



greemg 



Mkktn of aififting him, tlio' differing in the Manner of expref 



fmi 




tofelve 



the Zeal of the Gentry appear'd as the 



Effla of the Obligations they had to him but the reft declax'd 




and'Threatson this Occalion, how much a good Caufe may fuffe 



the Hands of trie Multitude 



Barba apprehendin 




Confequences 



appealing cms x muiui ux ,u ° 

publickl'y with him, quieted all m a Moment, by declaring aloud, 
That he did not defign to execute the Order of Pelafque^, or 
to have any Share ^in fo great an Injuftice. This turned all 



fi 



this Tumult in Time, went to Cortex and app 



That he did not deli 



the Order of Velafq 



any 



fo great an Injuft 



theif Threats into Acclamations : And he prefently ftiewed th 



Sincerity of 
GaHica 



by publickly difp 



Qafp. 



to Velafq 

this was not a Time to ftop 



de 



in which he told him, 
who was too well at- 



tended to let himfelf be ill treated, or to be redue'd to Obed 



by 



He reprefented to him, in the ftrongeft 



erment his Order had occafioned among the Sold 
Danger the Town had been in by this Commotion 



an 



d the 



a 



nd 



con- 



cluded his Letter with advifing him to regain Cortex by Atb of 
Friendiliip, adding new Favours to thofe he had already beltow d, 
and relying on his Gratitude for what could not be compafs'd 
--her by Perfwafion or Force. 

Thi s Affair being over, Cortex employ d all ms Thoughts to 



found 



haften his Departure; 
quiet the Minds of ' 

the Report that Velafque^ refolv d to come in Perion, and pu 



id 



difturb'd afi 



in order to 




Orders in Execution. 



faid that he had form'd this Deli 



m 



which he would have run a very great Rifque, without fucceed- 

hority is but a weak Argument, when oppos'd both 

Reafon and Power. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Cortez names the Officers of his Fleet ; parts from 
■ the Havana ; and arrives at the JJle of Cozumel, 
where he mujiers his Troops, and animates his 
Soldiers to the Undertaking 



Brigantine of moderate Burden having joined the 
ten Veflels which compofed his Fleet, Cortex diftri- 
buted his Men into eleven Companies, putting one on 
Board each VefTel ; and named for Captains Juan Ve- 
lafquezi de Leon, Alonjo Hernandez Portocarrero, Francifco de Mon- 
tew, Chriftoval de Olid, Juan de Efcalante, Francifco de Morla, Pe- 
dro de Alvarado, Francijco Saucedo^ and Diego de Orda^, whom, 
he had not fent out of the Way with an Intention to forget 
or difoblige him by nor giving him an Employment. He referved 
for himfelf the Command of the Capitana, and in tr lifted the 
Care of the Brigantine to Gines de Nortes. The Command of 
the Artillery he beftow'd upon Francifco deOrozso, a Soldier who 
had iignaliz'd himfelf in the Wars of Italy ; and chofe for his 
chief Pilot Antonio de Alaminos, a Man of Experience in thofe 
Seas, having ferved in the fame Quality in the two Voyages of 
Francifco Fernandez de Cordova and Juan de Grijalva. He drew 
up Inftruftions for his Officers; wherein, with lingular 
Foreflght, he provided again ft Contingencies; and the Day 
of Embarkation being come, they celebrated a Mafs of the Holy 
C J ho ft with great Solemnity, at which all the Soldiers very de- 
voutly aflifted, recommending to God the Beginning of an En- 
terprise, the Succels of which they expefted from his divine 
Afliftance ; and Hernan Cortex^ as the firlt A£t of his Command, 
gave the Word St. Peter, thereby acknowledging him the Patron of 
this Expedition, as he had been of all his Actions from his Child- 
hood. After which he ordered Pedro de Alvarado to fail for the 
North Coaft, in fcarch of Diego de Or dan, in Guanicanico; and 
after they were joined to wait for the Fleet at Cape St. Antonio. 
The reft of the Veflels had Inftru&ions to follow the Capitana ; 
and in cafe they fbould be feparated by contrary Winds, or any 
other Accident, to ftand for .the Ifle of Cozumel, difcover'd by 

Juan 
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Juan de Grijalva, which was but little diftant from the Land 
they were in fearch of, and where CVf^propos'd to conlider 
and refolve on that which mould be molt neceflary for the 
Profecution of their Enterprize. 

In fine, they parted fronji the Havana the i oth of February, 
i 5 1 9. The Wind at firft was favourable, but did not long 
continue fo; for at Sun -Set there arofe a furious Storm, 
which put them in great Diforder; and when the Night 
came, the Ships were obliged to feparate, that they might 
not run foul on each other, and to put right before the 
Wind. The Ship that Francifco de Morla commanded fuf- 
fer'd moft, a Break of the Sea carrying away the Rudder, where- 
by he was in great Hazard of being loft. He fired feveral Guns 
as a Signal of Diftrefs, which gave extreme Concern to the 
reft of the Captains ; who, notwithftanding their own Danger, 
were alarm'd at his, and did all that was poffible to keep near 
him, fometimes bearing up againft Wind and Sea, and then 
again giving way to their Violence. But the Storm ended with 
the Night; and asfoon as they had Light enough to diftinguiin 
Obje&s, Cortex was the firft who came up with the Ship in Dan- 
ger, the reft following his Example j and the Damage ftie had 
fufYer'd was foon repair'd. 

At this Time Pedro de Aharado, who was gone in fearch of 
Diego de Ordazi, difcover'd by Day-break that the fame Storm 
had forced him into the Gulph a great Way farther than he 
imagined : For in order to keep clear of the Shore, he was ob- 
lig'd to put out into the open Sea, as leaft dangerous. The Pi- 
lot found by his Compafs and Chart, that he was fallen very 
far from the Courfe prefcrib'd to him, and was at fuch aDiftance 
from the Cape St. Antonio, that his Return would have been 
very difficult ; wherefore he propofed it, as moft advifeable, 
to fail dire&ly for the Ifle of Cot&mel. Aharado left it to his 
own ' Choice ; reprefenting to him the Order of Cortex 
after fuch a Manner, as look'd very like difpenfing with it. 
Hereupon they continued their Voyage, and arrived at the 
liland two Days before the Fleet. They landed with a De- 
fign to lodge themfelves in a fmall Town near the Coaft, well 
known to the Captain, and fome of the Soldiers, iince the 
Voyage of Grijalva ; but they found it deferted : For the Indians, 
upon the firft Notice that the Spaniards were landed, abandon'd 
their Houfes, retiring farther within the Country, with what poor 
Moveables they had, fuch light Baggage giving no Obftruaion 
to their Flight. Pedro de Aharado was a young Man of Spirit and 
Valour, well qualified for any Enterprize where he received 

Orders, 
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Orders^ but of too little Experience to give them. He had a 1 
Notion that till the Arrival of the Fleet it would be a Shame 
for an Officer to be without A&ion ; and therefore ordered his 
Men to march, and take a View of the inner Part of the Ifland, 
and at little more than a League's Diftance they found another 
Town forfaken in the fame Manner, but not fo entirely un- 
furnifhed as the former ; for here were fome Cloaths and Provi- 
fions, which the Soldiers feized as Spoils of an Enemy; and in a 
Temple of one of their Idols they found divers Jewels, which 
ferved to adorn it, and fome Inftruments of Sacrifices, fram'd 
of Gold, mixed with Copper, of which they made Prize. This 
Undertaking did by no means promote the Service they were 
upon, but on the contrary, frighted the Indians, and crois'd 
theDefign they had of gaining their Friendship. Pedro de Alvar ado 
grew fenfible, tho' f omething too late, that he had made a falfe 
Step, and retired to his £rft Poft, having taken three Prifoners, 
two Men and a Woman, who not being able to efcape, furren- 
der'd without any Opposition. 

The next Day Cortex arrived with the whole Fleet, having 
fent to Diego de Orda^ at Cape St. Antdnio, to join him, fuipecl:- 
ing, as it afterwards prov'd, that the Storm would hinder Afc 
yarado from executing his Orders ; and tho' inwardly well pleafed 
to find him there in Safety, he commanded the Pilot to be im- 
prifoned, and reprimanded the Captain very lharply for not having 
obferved his Directions, as well as for his Prefumption in march- 
ing up into the Ifland, and permitting his Soldiers to plunder. 
This Rebuke he gave in publick, with Design that it might 
ferve as Warning to the reft. He prefently called for the three 
Prifoners, and by Melcbior, the only Interpreter he had in this 
Voyage, his Companion being dead, informed them how much 
he was concerned at what the Soldiers had done; and ordering 
the Gold and Cloaths to be reftored, he fet them at Liberty, gi- 
ving them fome trifling Prefents for their Caziques, that thefe 
Tokens of Amity might induce them to lay aiide the Fear they 
had conceived. 

The Spaniards encamp'd on the Sea-lide, where they refled 
three Days, without marching any farther, that they might 
not occafion any Difturbance among the Indians. After which 
Cortex muttered his Army, and found that it confifted of five 
hundred and eight Soldiers, fixteen Horfe; and of Mechanicks, 
Pilots, and Marriners, an hundred and nine more, befides two 
Chaplains, the Licentiate Juan Diaz, and Father Bartholomew 
de Olmedo, a Regular of the Order of our Lady de la Merced, 
who accompanied Corte^ to the End of his Expedition. 

M The 
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The Mufter being over, he returned to his Quarters, attended 
by his Captains and principal Soldiers; and taking his Seat in 
the Midft of them, he fpoke in the following Manner : 



" When I conlider, my Friends and Companions, the good For- 



" tune that has brought us together in this Ifland, the Obftacles 
" and Perfecutions we have furmounted, and the Difficulties 
" which have oppos'd our Enterprize, I acknowledge the Hand of 
" God in the Work we have undertaken, and promife my felf Suc- 
cefs, from Beginnings fo remarkably favoured by his Divine Pro- 



" vidence, in our Zeal for the Service of God and of our King ; in E£- 
" feci: the fame that has animated us to undertake the Conqueft of 
" thefe unknown Regions, and the Almighty in fighting our Caufe, 
" will fight his own. I have no Defign to leflen the Danger of 
u the Undertaking : We are to expecl bloody Engagements, in 



66 



ti 



credible Fatigues, and fuch Multitudes of Enemies, that it 
will require all your Valour to fuftain their Attacks : Befides 
that, Want of Neceflaries, Inclemencies of Weather, and dif- 
ficult Marches, will exercife your Conftancy, which is ac- 
" counted a fecond-rate Valour, and mews as much Greatnefs 
of Spirit as the firft ; for very often in War, Patience brings 
that, to bear, which Force could not. By this Hercules gained 
the Name of Invincible, and his Exploits were called Labours. 
" You have been accuftomed to rafter and to a£r. in thefe Iflands, 
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which you have already conquered : Our prefent Underta- 
king is of greater Importance $ we muft purfue it with an- 
fweraible Vigour, and proportion our Refolution to the Diffi- 
culty of our Enterprize. Antiquity has painted the Temple 
of Fame upon the highelt Part of the Mountain, and her 
Image upon the higheft Part of the Temple ; thereby giving 
to underftand, that to find her, even after we have gained 
the Top of the Mountain, we muft look higher. We are but 
few in '• Number, but Union adds Strength to Armies, and ferves 
to multiply them: In our Agreement confifts our greateft 
" Strength. We muft, my Friends, be all of one Mind to refolve, 
<c and as one Hand to execute : Our Interefts mould be the 
" fame, and the Glory of Conqueft ought to be equally fhar'd 
" among us : The Valour of every one in particular, muft eftablifh 
" the Secttrity of all in general. I am your Commander, and will 
be the' firft to hazard niy Life for the meaneft of the Soldiers. 
I -fh all lead you dri by Example to the Execution of my Orders; 
alluring you that 4 fin<& in my felf a Spirit fufficient to under- 
take the Contjueft of a xvhole World: And this Hope is in- 
fpir'd by I know foot what extraordinary Jmpulle, the moll 
promifing of all Presages. To conclude, let our Words befuc- 

" ceeded 
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ceeded by Actions ; and let not this Confidence of mine b 
thought Temerity, lince it is fo well fupported by y^. 
whom I expefl: every Thing that is wanting in my felf. 



from 



did he perfwade and animate his Menj when Notice 
came, that fome Indians were feen at a little Diftance. And altho' 



they came in feparate 



nd without Arms 



com 



nanded his Men to be ranp'd in Order 




and to ftand covered behind their Line 
they drew near, and with what Delig 



ithout Beat of Drum, 
11 they faw whether 





HAP. XV. 

■ 

Cortez pacifies the Inhabitants of Cozumel : He efta- 
blijhes a Friendjhip with the Cazique ; overt hows 
their Idols ; begins to introduce the Go/pel; and 
endeavours in vain to recover fome Spaniards, who 
were Tr if oners at . Yucatan. 




H E Indians were in fmall Troops, and feemed to 
be confulting . among themfelves, r as if they watch'd 
the Motions of the Spaniards, whofe Pofture car- 
rying no Appearance of Hoftility, encourag'd the 
boldeft amongft them to draw near by little and little ; and thefe 
receiving no ill Treatment, were followed by the reft, fo that 
fome of them, foon enter'd the Camp; where they were fo 
favourably received by Carter and allbefides, that they called to 
the reft of their Companions* infomlich that they came in great 
Numbers that very Day, and mingled among tfce Soldiers with 
fo much Familiarity and Confidence, as fcarce ! d jfcover'd the 
Icaft Surprife, but ftrongly argued that they were a People ac- 
cuftomed to converfe with Strangers. There was an Idol in this 
Ifland extremely reverenoU by the B^afians, who were conti- 
nually flocking to worftiip it frdm different Provinces of $e 
Continent; on which Account the ; Iflanders of Cosymel had 
a perpetual Commerce with People of divers Nations, J^abips, 
and Languages, which made the Arrival of the Spaniards ap- 
pear the lefs ftrange, or at leaft enabled them tp conceal their 
Surprife. 



At 
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At Night they all retired to their Houfes; and the next Day 
the principal Cazique of the Ifland came to vifit Cortex, with a 
numerous, but ill appointed Equipage, delivering his Ambafly 
and Prefent himfelf. The General received him with great Hu 



manity and Satisfaction ; and, by his Interpreter, returning 



Thanks for the Vifit, affured him of his own Friendfliip, and 
that of his Followers. To which the Cazique replied, That he 
accepted his Offers, and would make a good Ufe of them. 



HP 



hey heard one, among the Indians who accompanied him, re- 
peating after a bad Manner the Name of Caftilla; and Corte^ 



whofe Attention nothing could ever divert from purfuing his 



main Point, obferved the Word, and commanded the Interpre 
ter to inquire into the Meaning of it. Which Remark of his, 
tho' accidentally made, was of the utmoft Importance in facili- 
tating the Conquer! of New Spain, as we fhall fee hereafter. 

The Indians faid that our Men very much refembled certain 
Prifoners who were in Tucatan, Natives of a Country called Cafr 
tilla. Which Cortex no fooner heard than he refolv'd to fet them at 
Liberty, and engage them in his Service. Upon informing himfelf 



more particularly, he found that they were in the Power of 
fome Indians of the higheft Rank, refiding two Days Journey farther 



within the Province of Tucatan. Cortex communicated his In 
tendon to the Cazique, and asked him whether thofe were 
warlike Indians, and what Force would be necefTary to refcue 
the Chriftians from Slavery. The Cazique gave him a very ready 
and reafonable Anfvver, telling him the fecureft Way would be 
to ranfom them, for that endeavouring to releafe them 




Force of Arms would expofe them to the Hazard of being mat 
facred by their Matters. Carter embrac'd his Advice, with Ad- 
miration to find fo much good Senfe and Policy in the Ca- 
zique, whofe Rank among Princes, tho' inconfiderable, muft 
have taught him fome Principles of what they call Reafon of 
State. He immediately gave Orders to Diego de Orda^ to fail 



with his VefTel and Company to the Coaft of Yucatan, by the 
Ihorteft Cut from the Ifle of Co^umel, which might be about 
four Leagues over ; where he was to land' the Indians appointed 
by the Cazique for this Purpofe, who carried a Letter from 
Cortex to the Prifoners, and fome Trifles for their Ranfom, 
where Orda^ was commanded to ftay eight Days, in which Time 
the Indians undertook to return with an Anfwer. 

I n the mean time Cortex marched with all his Troops in a 
Body to take a View of the Ifland ; not that he faw any Neceflity 
for being on his Guard, but to keep the Soldiers together, and. 
confcquently to fecure the Inhabitants from being infulted. He 

told 
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told his Merij That they were an indigent People, unable to' 
defend thernfelves ; that the Sincerity they fhew'd, entitled 
them to good Treatment in Return, and that their Pover- 



ty was fuch as gave no Temptation to Avarice. That they 



were not to expedl: from that fmall Spot of Ground any other 
Wealth than a good Reputation : " And do not think, (added 
<£ he,) that the good Character you lhall acquire here will be 
a confined within the narrow Limits of this miferable Mand ; 
" for the Concourfe of Pilgrims, who, as you have been in- 
" formed, are accuftomed to refort hither from all Parts, will 



carry your Name to diftant Countries, where the Character 
of Humanity and Juftice will be of lignal Ufe to facilitate 
our Deligns ; and by this Means we fhall meet with lefs 
Opposition in Countries where more is to be gained." By 
fuch Difcourfes as thefe, he kept the Soldiers within Bounds . He 

always accompany'd by the Cazique, and great Numbers of 



l c 
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Indians, who fupplied him with Provilions, and exchang'd 
Gold for Glafs Beads, believing that they over-reach'd the Spa- 
niards, and could never purchafe thofe Toys at; too dear a 
Rate. 

■ 

At a little Diflance from the Coaft flood the Temple of 



the Idol, fo much rever d by the Indians, It was a fquare 

lding of Stone, and of no contemptible Architecture. The 



Idol bore the Figure of a Man, but of a very terrible Afpe£l 
All the Idols, woiihipp'd by thefe miferable People, were formed 
in the fame Manner ; for tho' they differed in the Make and 
Repreientation, they were all alike moft abominably uglyj 
whether it was that thefe Barbarians had no Notion of any 
other Model, or that the Devil really appeared to them in 
fome fuch Shape ; fo that he who ftruck out the moft hideous 
Figure, was accounted the beft Workman. 

5 T 1 s faid this Idol was called Co\umel, and gave to the Ifland 
the Name which it retains to this Day ; but very improperly, 
if it be the fame which the Devil took to himfelf, it muff, thro' 
Inadvertency, have been made ufe of in our Maps, being con- 
trary to all Reafon. The Spaniards found a very great Con- 
courfe of Indians at the Temple, and in the midlt of them a 
Prieft, diftinguilhed from the reft by a certain Ornament, or 
Part of a Covering, which fcarcely hid his Nakednefs. He feem- 
ed to preach, and to perfwade them to fomething, by a Tone 
and Actions extremely ridiculous ; for he gave himfelf the Airs 
of a Preacher, with all the Gravity and Authority of which a 
a Man d relied after fuch a Manner was capable, ^^inter- 
rupted him; and turning towards the Caqque, faid to him, 

N " That 
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That in oi&ei to maintain the Friendship between therri, it 
was abfolutely neceflary for him to renounce the Worfhip of 
his Idols, and to influence his Subjects to do the lame by his 
Example. 5 ' After which he took him afide with his Interpre- 
ter, and made him fenfible of the Error of his own, and the 
Truth of the Cbriflian Religion, by fuch Arguments as were ac- 
commodated to his Capacity, but fo convincing, that the In- 
dian was confounded, and would not venture to return 
Anfwer, as having fufficient Underftanding to be confcioi 
his own Ignorance. He recovered himfelf, and defired Leave to 
communicate this Affair to the Priefts, who had Authority from 
him to decide abfolutely in Affairs of Religion. The Refult of 
that Conference was the bringing before Cortex, that venerable 
Preacher, with others of his Profeffion, who all made loud 
Outcries, which, as explain'd by the Interpreter, were Prote- 
ftations on the Part of Heaven, againft them who fhould be 
fb audacious as to difturb the Worfhip of their Gods, denoun- 
cing immediate Puniuiment upon the Attempt. Cortex was 
incensed at their Menaces ; and the Soldiers guefling his Inten- 
tion from his Looks, immediately attacked their Idol, over- 
turning the Altar, and breaking it in Pieces, with feveral other 
Idols of a fmaller Size, placed in different Niches. The In- 
dians were aftonifhed at the Sight of this Deftruclion ; but as 
the Heavens were ferene, and the expected Vengeance delayed 
to come down, their Adoration was chang'd into Contempt; 
and they began to defpife fuch fufferingGods. And this Paffion 
was the firft Effort that Truth made in their Hearts. The 
reft of their Temples fuffer'd the fame Fate ; but in the Chief 
of them they built an Altar, whereon they placed the Image of 
the Virgin Mary, erecling at the Entrance a large Crofs, made 
the Carpenters of the Fleet, with equal Zeal and Diligence. 
The next Day they faid Mafs at that Altar, where the 
Cazitjue, accompanied by his Indians, aflifted with a Silence that 
looked like Devotion ; and perhaps it naturally flow'd from 
that Refpecl which is imprinted on the Mind by pur Holy Ce- 
remonies, or was a fupernatural Erfecl of the ineffable Myftery 
contatn'd in that Sacrifice. 

Thus did Cortex employ his Time and his Soldiers, during the 
Term of eight Days, which he had allowed Diego de Ordaz. to 
ftay for the Spaniards, who were Prifoners in Tucatan ; but he 
returned to the Illand without bringing any Account either of 
them, or the Indians who were fent in queft of them. Cortex. 
was highly d i fp 1 eu fed ; but believing the Barbarians had de- 
ceived him by falle Intelligence, in order to gain the Prefents 

he 
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he had fefit for their Ranfom, of which they feemed fb e: 
tremely fond, he did not care any longer to delay his Voyag 



or to impart his Sufpicions to the Cazique. On the contrary, 
he took his Leave of him with great Civility, and Tokens of 
an entire Satisfaction, earneftly recommending to him the Crofs 
and the Holy Image, which he trufted to his Care, expecting 
from his Friendlhip, that he would pay it all due Veneration,, 
till he mould be better inftru&ed, and thereby more capable of 
receiving the Truth. 





H 




P. XVL 



Cortex purfues his Voyage; but by an Accident finds 
himjelf obliged to return to the fame Ifland, Ge- 
ronimo de Aguilar, who had been Trifoner in 
Yucatan, arrives, during his Stay there, and 
gives an Account of his Captivity. 




Courfe which 



put to Sea with a Defign to follow the fame 




de Grijalva had done before 



and to difcover the Countries from which he 



had retired, 




fcrupul 



ders he had receiv'd. The Fleet had 



t Obedience to the 
Wind a»ftern, and 



erjoyed at the profperous Beginning of their Voy 



when an unexpected Accident 



Juan de Efcalante fired 



ga\ 



e 



them 



g 



Uneafi 



cafting 
Difficu 
Ifland. 
faw. a 



th 



and the reft of the Commanders 




Eyes towards him, obferv'd that he follow'd with 
and foon after tacked about, and Hood for the 



very 



underltood 



Meaning of 



d without flaying to deliberate, immediately ordered 



his Dilig 



foil 



and took in fo 



to bring off 



Juan de Efcalante flood in need of 



VefTel 



fo 



r 



Water 



11 



lprung a Leak 



d 



file approach 'd 



pon 



though they foon ar- 



came to his Relief. The Soldiers were landed ; and 



cjue prefently 



to be furprifed at their fudden Return 



underftood the 



d feemed 
But when they 



d 



VefTel 



eafon, they very chearfully helped to tin 
and afterwards affifted in repairing and ca- 
reening 
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reening it, managing their Canoes with great Dexterity, and 
performing fingular Service upon this Occafion. 

While this was doing, Corte^ accompany 'd by the Cazique, 
arid fome of his Soldiers, went to vifit the Temple, and found 
the Crofs and Image of the Virgin Mary in the fame Place 
where he had left them ; obferving withal, to his great Satif- 
faction, fome Signs of the Veneration paid them by thefe Barba- 
rians, in the Cleannefs of the Temple, - and the Perfumes they 
had burned, befides Flowers and Boughs with which they had 
adorned the Altar. Cortex thanked the Cazique for the Care 
he had taken in his Abfence. The Indian was pleas'd, and 
received the Compliments of the Spaniards, as if it had been an 
Inftance of his extraordinary Conduct ; that the Image and Al- 
tar had flood undemoIinYd for no longer a Time, at the fartheft, 
than two or three Hours. 

' The Accident that thus retarded the Voyage of Cortex de- 
ferves a particular Remark, being an Event that may be rank'd 
with Things depending on Fortune, and yet carrying the Ap- 
pearance of fomething more than of Hazard, or Chance. They 
who faw the Courfe of their Voyage ftopp'd, and a Ship ready 
to founder, could confider it no otherwife than as a Misfor- 
tune which very ordinarily happens : But whoever will reflect 
that the fame Time that was necefTary for the refitting the 
Ship, was no lefs neceflary for the Arrival of a Chriflian Cap- 
tive at that Ifland, who had been Prifoner in Tucatan, fuffi- 
ciently inftru&ed in the different Languages of thofe People, 
to fupply the Want of an Interpreter, and that he was after- 
wards one of the principal Inftruments of this Conqueft, cannot 
attribute all this to Fortune, but muft own the Hand of Pro- 
vidence in a very extraordinary Manner. 

They were four Days refitting the VefTel; and on the Lift, 
as they were going to embark, they difcovered, at a Diftance, a 
Canoe, which was crofting the Gulph of Tucatan, and flood di- 
reclly for the Ifland. They quickly perceived that fhe was fil- 
led with armed Indians, and were furprifed at the Diligence 
they ufed to come up, without fhewing any Fear of the Fleet. 
Cortc^ being informed of this, gave Orders to Andres de Tapia to 
place himfelf in Ambufcade near the Place at which the Canoe 
was to land the Indians j and to difcover their Dcfigns. Andres de 
Tapia took his Poft accordingly, where he could not be feen : 
But finding they came on Shore with their Bows and Arrows, 
he furTer'd them to pafs by him a little Way from the Coaff, 
and then cut off their Retreat. As foon as the Indians difco- 
vered him, they lied j but one amongft them ftopp'd the reft, 

and 
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and advancing three or four Paces, pronounc'd with a loud 
Voice, in the Caftillian Tongue, that he was a Chriftian. An- 
dres de Tapia received him with open Arms ; and full of Joy for 
his good Fortune, conducted him to the General, followed by 
the Indians, who appeared to be the MefTengers left by Diego de 
Ordani upon the Coaft of Tucatan. The Chriftian had no- 
thing to cover him, except juft enough to hide his Naked- 
nefs. On one of his Shoulders he bore his Bow and Quiver; 
and over the other was thrown a Mantle like a Cloak, in one 
Corner whereof was tied our Lady's Office, which he immedi- 



ately ftiew'd the Spaniards, alcribing to his Devotion the good 



Fortune of feeing himfelf again amongft Chriftians. He made 
his Compliments very awkardly, not being able to forbear his 
new Manner, or deliver what he had to fay, without inter- 
mixing with his SpaniJJj fome Terms that were not underftood. 



Cortex carefs'd him extremely; and covering him with the 
Coat he had on ; informed himfelf in general who he was ; 
and afterwards gave Orders to have him cloathed, and re- 
galed. He publifhed it among his Soldiers, as a lingular Feli- 
city both to himfelf and the Undertaking, that he had redeemed 
a Chriftian from Slavery, having no other Motive in View at 
that Time than pure Charity. 

This Man was called Jerom de Aguilar, . a Native of Ecija, 
where he had received Deacon's Orders; and, according to the Ac- 
count he afterwards gave of his Adventures, had been near eight 
Years in that miferable Slavery. He was fhipwreck'd in a Ca- 
ravel upon the Flats of the Alacranes, as he was palling from 
Darien to the Ifland of St. Domingo, and efcaping in the Boat with 
twenty more in Company, was driven upon the Shore of Tuca- 
tan, where they were taken, and carried to a Country of Car 
ribee Indians, whofe Cazique immediately cull'd out the beft- 
fed amongft them, to offer them to his Idols, and afterwards 
to feaft on the wretched Remains of the Sacrifice. One of 
thofe who were referved for another Occalion, by Reafon of 
their Leannefs, was this Jerom de Aguilar: They ufed him 
very rigoroufly, but at the fame Time inhumanly feafted him, 
that he might be in better Plight tofurnifh a fecond Banquet: 
Amazing Brutality ! deferrable to Nature, and not to be related 
without Plorror ! Aguilar made a Shift to efcape out of a wooden 
Cage, in which he was confin'd ; not fo much to fave his Life, 
as to feek another kind of Death : And wandering feveral Days 
at a Diftance from all Settlements, without any other Nourilh- 
ment than what the Herbs of the Field afforded, he fell into 
the Hands of certain Indians, who prefented him to their 

O Cazique 



/ 
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Gazique, an Enemy to fhim, from whom Aguilar had made his 
Efcape. This Mafter ufed bim with jtn ore Humanity, either 
in Contradiftidn to the other j or perhaps becaufe he had a real 
Ayeriion to his; Cruelties. <■ Aguilar ferved him fome Years, 



g through different Fortunes in this new Slavery : For 



firfl: he obligM him to' work beyond > his Strength ; but aft 
ards treateddiim, better, being feemingly pleas'd with his Obe 



dience, and efpecially with his Modefty (of which the Sp 
gave fome Proofs, more admirable^lhan the Tryals of it are de- 
cent to be rel&tdd ;) for: there is no Temper fo barbarous as to 
be wholly void of the: Regard due : to Virtue. Accord 
Cazique gave hini an Employment near his Perfon, and Aguilar 
in a little Time acquird j his .Eftedfn and Confidence. 

This Gazique dying, recommended him to his Son, under 





whom he held the fame Employment, and found a favourable 
Occafion of encreaiing his Credit ; for the neighbouring Ca- 
ziques making War uponihim!,. he igained feveral Victories over 
them by the Valour afid> Conducl: of Aguilar, who thereupon 
became fo great a Favourite both of Prince and People, and was 
in fo much' A.utlidrity!,wlien he received the Letter from Cor- 
te\, that he could, \vitiho,ut Difficulty, treat for his Liberty, 
as the Recompence of his Services-; and offer, as his own Gift, 
the Prefents which were fent as his Ranfom. 



4 P 



Thus did .Aguilar relate his Adventures ; adding withal, that 
of the reft of- the Spaniard .^nion&cs, there remained alive only 
one Sailor, born at Palos de-Moguer 9 called Gon^alo Guerrero - 7 that 
he had communicated to him the Letter of Corte^ and endea- 
vonr'd to bring him with him, but without Effect, he having 
married a rich Indian, by whom he had three or four Children, 
and excufing his Stay by his Love, for them, pretending natural 
Affe&ion as a Reafon why he would hot abandon thofc deplo- 
rable Conveniences, which with him weighed more than Ho- 
nour or Religion. We do not find that any other Spaniard, in 
the whole Courfe of thefe Con quells, committed the like 
Crime ; nor was the Name of this Wretch worthy to be re- 
member'd in this Hiftory : But being found in the Writings of 
others, it could not be conceal'd; and his Example ferves to 
fhew us the Weaknefs of Nature, and into what an Abyfs of 
Mifery a Man may fall, when God has abandon'd him. 
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Cortez profecutes his Voyage, and arrives at the 
River of Grijalva, where the Indians oppofe his 
Landing : He engages them ? and difembarks his 
Troops. 




left that Ifland, the fecond Time, on 



HE Sp 

the 4th of March 
orthy of Remark, they doubled the 



and without any Adv 



of 



toche, which, as we have already faid, is the moft 



eafterly Part of 
to the Road of Champ 



nd following the Coaft, they 



Queftion was put, in a 



held on that SubjecT:, whether they lhould land 



or no. 



Corte^ inclined to 



Affirm 



that he might punilh the 



Indians for the Refinance they made againft J\ 
and before that, againft Francifco Hernandez 



Grijalva, 
ruax and 



Soldiers who had been pre£ 



both thofe Occafions 



pulhed by a Spirit of Revenge, fupported his Opinion with ex- 



arm 



But 



chief 



nd the reft of 



ft 



their 



n, oppofed it with unanfwerable Reafons ; for the Wind 
favour'd the Continuance of their Voyage, direflly oppos'd 

: Whereupon they purfued their 



id 



ing 



in that Place 



rfe, and arrived 



f 



There 



no 



Occafion to deliberate upon the Point of landing here, for the 
od Treatment they had formerly received from 



Indians 



f Tabafco, and the Gold which at that Time they broug 



fr 



thence, were 



fi 



a 



to 



alhore ; and Cortez 



carry 



them 



plied, for the fake of maintain- 



ing 
Del 



c 



ndfhip with the Inhabitants, althoi 
to ftay there many Days; for his 
lly bent on the Dominions of Motc^uma, of which J, 



gh he had no 
Thoughts 



were 



nalva had the firft 



Opinion, that in this 



able to attack 



id 



of Rxped 



being 



it was more advife 



Membe 



that 



ft Difficulty 



migl 



A s he had fome Knowledge of 



by the Exp 



of thole 



been 



before 



made a Difpofition for 

entering 



£ 2" Tht Bifiofy of the Co n dp e s t Book I. 

entering the River ; and leaving the larger Veffels at an Anchor, 
he embark'd all his Soldiers, well arm'd, in thole of a fmaller 

I tti j ml Was hef iflfiii4| fcri ftiaM the beft • jaf 





his Way againft the Current, in the fame Order as had been be- 



fore praclifed by Juan de Grijalva, when he perceiv'd a confi- 
derable Number of Canoes with armed Indians, which covered 
bdth Sides of the River, fupported by feveral other Bodies on 
the Shore, Cortex drew near in clofe Order, arid Commanded 



thai: h^hfe i ' flioUjif : fitt, or IneW the leaft Sign of Hoftility. He 
fdlW% in this*, the Conduct of Gfijalua ; for he- was more foli- 

citous to ufe the proper Means of fucceeding in his Enterprize, 
than to avoid the Imputation of copying after another, well 
knowing what Rifques they run, who value themfelves upon find- 
ing dirt new ways,' with no other Defigri than to be diftinguilh'd 
from thofe who went before them. The Indians thought to 
put a Stop to the Spaniards by their horrible Outcries : And as 
foori as they were fo near that what they faid could be diftin- 
"uiiKed, Jerom de Aguilat found that he underftood their 
Language, which was the fame, or little different from that of 




Tucaidn-j and Corte^ look'd upon it as the Work of Providence, 
that he was furhifhed with fo good an Interpreter. Aguilar 



informed him, that the Words he underftood were Menaces ; 
and that the Indians were inclin'd to War. Upon which Cor- 
te% ftbppcl, and commanded him to advance in one of the Boats 
with Offers of Peace. Aguilar executed his Orders ; and return- 
ed in a very fhort Time with an Account, that the Indians 
were in great Numbers prepared to defend the Entrance of the 
River, and fo obftinate in their Refolution, that they had very 
infoleritly refufed fo much as to hear him. Corte^ had no De- 
ngn to begin a War in that Country, or delay his Voyage, but 
finding that he "was now engaged, he thought it would be dif- 
honburable to retreat, and of dangerous Confequence to fuffer 
this Infolence of the Barbarians to go unpunifhed. 

The Night overtaking them in a Country unknown, Cortex 



thought it moft advifeable to lie by till Day ; and difpofing eve- 



ry Thing after the heft Manner he could for the Engagement du 
ring this Sufpenfion, he commanded all the Artillery out of the 
great VefTels, and his Soldiers had Orders to arm themfelves with 
their Cotton Coats, for the better refitting of the Arrows ; to 
which he added fiich other Directions as he judged neceffary, 
without reprefenting the Danger greater or lefs than it really 
was. He us'd all poffible Precaution to fecure the Succefs of 
this fir ft A&lon of his Troops, well knowing of what Impor- 
tance it was to begin an Enterprize well, and chiefly in War ; 

which 
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which would not only give Reputation to his Anns, but aifo 
add to the Valour of his Soldiers ; the firft Advantages being ge- 
nerally efteemed, good Omens of thofe which are to come, and 
feeming to communicate to them their own happy Influence by 

fome fecret Virtue. 

* • m 

A s foon as the Day appeared, the VefTels were drawn up 
'Half-Moon, whofe Figure lehen'd by Degrees, till it ended 




in the Boats, the River being large enough to allow fuffic 
Room for that Difpolltion. Their Advance was very flow, and 
feeraed to invite to Peace: But our Men foon difcover'd the 
Canoes of the .Indians \ who waited their Coming in the fame 
sr, and uiing the fame Threats as the Night . before. The 
General commanded his ;Men not to ftirtill they were attacked; 
telling them all That they, ought to. ufe their Shields before they 
employed their Swords, the Juftice of this War depending on the 
Provocation to it. And , being defirous to have Reafon ftill 
more on his Side, he fent Aguilar a fecond Time to them with 
Offers of Peace. ; and to allure them, That this was a Fleet of 
their Friends, who delign'd their Advantage, and came on the 
Foot of that Alliance w hich had been formerly made with Juan 
de Grijahay that to refufe them Entrance would be a Breach of 
it, and would oblige the Spaniards to open their Way by Force 
of Arms; and that whatsoever Damage they fhould fultain, 
mull: be imputed to themfelves. 

The Anfwer to this fecond Propofal, was the. giving the Sig- 
nal for the Attack. They advane'd by the Favour of the Cur- 
rent near enough to ufe their Arrows,, of which they difcharged 
fo/ great a Number, both from the Canoes and the Sides of the 
River, that the Spaniards were very much embarafs'd in their 
Endeavours to cover themfelves ; but having received the firft 
Charge according to Order, they returned it with fo much Vigour, 




Canoes quickly left the Pauage free, and the 
intimidated by the Deaths of their Companions, flung' them- 
felves into the River in- great Numbers. Upon which, ouryef- 
fels approach 'd the Shore without further Oppofition, afjd hind* 
ed the Troops on the left Side of the River; but in a I^lace fb 
marfhy, and covered with Brambles, that they found them- 

d Conflict; for the Indians, who lay 



f< 



there in Ambufh, and thofe who efcaped from the Engag 
on the River united in ,one Body, and renewed the Attack 
with extraordinary Fury ; the great Quantity of Arrows, Darts, 
and Stones, which they difcharged, encreahng the Difficulty of 

g to fight, drew 



Morafs: But He) 

p his Men ; and thofe Ranks which were formed, making 



;iga 



a 
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againft the Enemy, covered the reft of the Troops who were 

landing. 

H avi n g formed his Battalion in Sight of t"he Enemy, 
whofe Numbers continually encreas'd, he gave Orders to Cap- 
tain Alonfo Davila to advance with an hundred Soldiers thro 3 the 
Wood, and poflefs himfelf of the Town of Tabafco, the Capital 
of that Province, not far diftant from the Place of A&ion, ac- 
cording to the Accounts of thofe who had been upon the for 



mer Expedition. After which he immediately engaged that vaft 
Multitude, forcing them back with equal Courage and Difficul- 
ty for he was obliged very often to march up to the Knees in 
Mud: And 'tis faid, that in the Heat of the Engagement the 
General loft one of his Shoes, and fought a great while without 
miffing it ; fo thoroughly was his Attention employ 5 d upon the 
Bulinefs of the Day. 

After the Spaniards had pahed the Marlh, the Indians gave 
Way, and difappeared in an Inftant among the Woods. Their 
Flight was owing in part to their loling the Advantage of 
Ground, and in part to their Concern for the Town of Tabafco, 
upon their difcovering the March of Davila, as it prefently ap- 
peared by the great Multitudes that immediately repaired to the 



Defence of that Place 

The Town was fortified with a kind of Wall generally ufed 
in the Indies, made of large Trunks of Trees, fixed in the 
Ground after the Manner of Palifades, and fo plac'd together, that 
there was Room between to difcharge their Arrows. The Con> 
pafs was round, without any Traverfes, or other Defences; and 
at the Clofing of the Circle, the Extremity of one Line covered 
the other, and formed a narrow winding Street, in which were 
two or three little Caftles of Wood, which filled up the PafTage, 
and wherein they were ufed to poft their Centinels : A fuffi- 
cient Fortrefs againft the Arms of this new World, where they 
were happily ignorant of the Arts of War, and of thofe Me- 
thods to attack and defend, in which Mankind have been in- 
ftru&ed, either by Malice or Neceffity. 
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The Spaniards gain the Town OjfTabafco. 



They 



fend out two hundred Men to difcover the Coun- 
try ; and are driven back by the Indians. 



They 

Jkew great Valour both in the Engagement and 
Retreat. 




O RT E Z arrived at the Town a little while be- 
fore Alonfo Davila, who was ftopp'd by fome Marines 



and Lakes that he found in his Way. Without giving 



Time either to the Indians to recover themfelves, or 
to his own Soldiers to reflecT: on the Difficulty, he ordered Da- 
vila to join him with his hundred Men, diftributing among 



them proper Inftruments for the breaking down of the Palifades, 



he gave the Signal to engage, only flopping to fay, " My 



Friends, here we rauft lodge this Night : This is the Retreat 





of thofe whom you have already conquered in the Field. 
This weak Wall, that covers them, ferves to make them a 
little more bold, but does not add to their Security : Let us 
follow the Victory we have begun, before thefe Barbarians 
forget their Cuftom of flying before us, or our longer Delay 
ive them Time to recover their Courage." Having ended 
thus, he led them on to the Attack, infpired with a Defire to 
diftinguilh themfelves. 

The Soldiers went on with equal Refolution, and turning 
afide a Shower of Arrows with their Shields, and even with 
their Swords, gained the Foot of the Pali fade ; the Intervals of 
which were of Service at that Time for the Difcharge of the 
Fire-Arms and Crofs-Bows, which quickly drove the Enemy 
from their Poft, while fbme who were not engaged, overthrew 
the Palifades, and entered without Refiftance, the Indians re- 
tiring to the inward Part of the Town ; but had ftopp'd up the 
Streets with other Palifades, where they again made Head, T)ut 
with fmall Effect ; for they were embarrafs'd by their own 
Numbers ; and while fome were retiring from one Work to 
another, they put the reft, who would have fought, into Dif- 



ord 



er. 



In 
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In the Center of the Town there was a large Space, where 



the Indians made, their utmoft Efforts ; but after - a little Re- 
finance, . turn d their Backs, and fled into the Woods in great 



Numbers. Cortez would not follow the Chace, that he mighc 




give his Soldiers Time to refrefh, and the Fugitives to fue for 
Peace, during the Confternation of their Defeat 



Thus did the Spaniards gain Tabafco, a large Town, and 
well provided for Defence ; for they had fent away all their 
Families and Efte&s, and ftored the Town with Provifions : So 
that the Covetoufnefs of the Soldiers was difappointed ; but 
they found what was neceflary. Fourteen or fifteen of them 
were wounded ; and amongft them, our Hiftorian, Bernal Dia% 
del Caftillio, whom we follow in what he reports of himfelf It 
cannot be denied but that he was a valiant Soldier, and the Style 
of his Hiftory fhews, that he underftood a Sword better than a 
Pen- In this Engagement died a conliderable Number of In* 



dians. Of the Wounded there was no Account, becaufe they 
took Care to carry them off, it being a Point of Honour 
amongft them to conceal their Lofs from the Enemy. 

That Night the Troops lodged in three Temples, fituated in 
that Part of the Town where they laft engaged. Corte^ went 
his Rounds, and polled his Sentinels with as much Care and 
Exa£tnefs, as if he had had a Veteran Army of Enemies in 
view, well knowing that a Man can never be too circumfpe£t in 
War, where nothing is more dangerous than too much Security. 
Caution is as neceffary as Valour in a Commander. 

The next Day the Country appeared all forfaken and quiet ; 

for fo far as the Eye could reach, there was not the leaft Sign 
of an Enemy, or any Noife to be heard : The neighbouring 
Woods were iearch'd, and found to be equally folitary. How- 
ever, Cortex did not think it proper to march out of his In- 
trenchments. This great Stilnefs made him the more fufpi- 
cious ; and he was ftill the more apprehenfive when he under- 
ftood that his Interpreter Mclcbior, who came from Cuba, had 
deferted that very Night, leaving his Chriftian Habit hanging 
on a Tree ; whole informations might be of ill Confequencc 
to him among thofe Barbarians, as it afterwards appeared : 

them to renew the War, acquainting 



d 



them with the fmall Number of our Soldiers ; that they were 
not immortal, nor their Fire-Arms Thunder and Lightning, as 



ey imag 



them defirous of 



Peace. But his Crime did not go long unpuniftied ; for 
fame Barbarians, whom he had perfwaded to take up A 



ng vanquished a fecond lime, revengd themfel 



Ad viler 





r 
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Adyifer of -the' War, by making '. him a miserable Sacrifice tc 

their Idols. r • 

In this Uncertainty, Cor*^ refolded to fend out Pedro de Al 

vArado, and Francijco de Lugo, each with an hundred Men, 

different Ways to view the Country, with Orders, if they found 

out an Army in the Field, to retire to their Quarters, without 

engaging with unequal Numbers. This was executed.: And 

Francijco de Lugo^ after little more than an Hours March, fell 

into an Ambufcade of riumberlefs : Indians, who attacked him on 

all Sides ; and that with fo much Fury, that he was obliged 

to draw up his little Battallion into a Square, facing every 

Way. The Number of the Enemies encreafed, and the Spar 

»/#y& began to be tired, when it 'pleated God, that Alvarado, 



who had taken a different Road from his Companion, met 
a Marfti, which obliged him to turn afide, and brought him 
where the Report of the Fire*Arms gave him Notice of the 
Engagement. Alvarado marched ftrait to the Noife, and dis- 
covered the Enemies Squadrons, at a Time when our Men were 
in the utmoft Diiirefs. He advanced with all the Hafte poffible, 
under Cover of a Wood, and fending an Indian of Cuba to Cortez, 



to advife him of the Accident, drew up his Men, and fell upon 
the Enemy with fo much Refolution, that the Indians furprifed 
at the fudden AfTault, left them the Paffage free, and without 
giving the Spaniards Time to break them, difpers'd of them- 
felves. 

This Succour gave Francijco de Lugo's Soldiers Time to 
breathe 5 and as foon as the two Captains had joined- their 
Troops, and doubled their Ranks, they charged another Squa- 
dron of the Enemy, who flopp'd up the Way to their Quarters, 
that they might execute the Orders they had received to re- 
treat. 

Here again they found Refiftance; but, in fine, they made 
Way through them with their Swords, marching forward, tho' 
continually attack'd, and fometimes almoft borne down ; fome 
fought while others took Breath ; and whenfoever they advanced 
to gain Ground, they were charged by the whole Body of the 
Enemy, who immediately, upon their facing about, got out of 
their Reach, retiring with the fame Svviftnefs that they were 
attack'd; the Motions of this great Multitude of Barba- 
rians, from one Side to another, refembling the Rolling of the 
$ea, whofe Waves are driven back by the Wind. 

The Spaniards had marched about three Quarters of a League, 
continually plying their Weapons, when Ferdinand Cortex ap- 
peared at a Pittance, who, upon the Notice given him 

Q,, Alvarado 
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Afvatdcb, \vas comma to. their* Relief 



th all the reft of > the 



Troop 



foon as the Indians fpy'd him, they made 



Halt 



giViiig thofe theyi purfuM : Time- to march<; off, and continued a 
while, looking on^ either by /Way of Threatning, or. to fignify 

were not afraid ; ; -yet afterwards they difperfed in fe* 

Cortex 
nto the 





fmaU Bodies, and left the Field to their Enemies 



ed to bis 




without 



g farthei 



Difputei becaiife it was requisite to take. care of the Wounded} 
being ;eleVen in both Companies,, of which Number two died, 
and this was reckon'd, at that Time, a very great Lofs. 
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H 



* 

The Spaniards engage with a powerful Army of the 
Indians of Tabafco and the 'parts adjacent, A 
Defer ip ion of their Manner of fighting; and of the 
ViBory ohtain'd. by Cortex. 



OME Prifoners were taken upon this Oecafron ; and 

Cortex order'd Jerom de Aguilar to examine them 
feparately, to know what it was that thofe Indians 
founded their Obftinacy on, and what Forces they 
had to fuppott it. Their Anfwers were fomewhat different 
in their Circumftances ; but they agreed in declaring, That all 
the Cazioues of the neighbouring Countries were fummon'd to 
the Affiftance of thofe of Tabafco ; and that the next Day a very 
powerful Army was to be drawn together to make an End of 
the Spaniards at once, of which Number the Body that had at- 
tack'd the two Companies under Francifco de Lugo and Pedro de 
Alvarado, was but a fmall Detachment. This Intelligence gave 
Cortex fome Uneafinels ; whereupon he refolved to call his Cap- 
tains together, and advife with them what was proper to be 
done. He laid before them the Difficulties they lay under ; 
their final I Numbers, and the great Preparations the Indians had 
made to deftroy them, without concealing the Ieaft Circum- 
ftance of what the Prifoners had declar'd. On the other hand, 
he ponder'd 'how far they were engaged, reprefenting to them 
their own Valour, the Nakednefg and Weaknefs of their Ene- 
mies, 1 and how eafily they had overthrown them at Tabafco, at 

their 





V 




m 

their, Landing 5 ; but a[)qye a)l ; ,h£ . urged . the ill Cerjfeauences of 




turning their , Racks , upon, the Threats of thpjTe . Barbari 
Report 4 of wJnofe ; Boaft§. might fpread," as far as tji ' 
were going, to,, wfyich wpuld be a Difgrace of 10 much &bnfe* 
quence, tha his, Opinipn they murt either entirely lay ajide 
the Enter prize, of JS(evp Spain, or, proceed, no farther till they 
had either eftablifted, Peace, or fubdu'd that Province ; but that 
he only propofed this, as his Opinion, being refolyed to a£t as 
mould he, judged the ipoft 



Thjey very well knew that this Deference of - their General 



Affection; for he always valu'd, himfelf much upon 
being fond of Advice, and fubmitting to that Opinion which 
was beft, this being one of his chief Qualities, and a fufficient 
Proof of his Prudence : For true Judgment is not fo conipicuous 
in forming an Argument, as it is in discovering the Force' of 
another's. Upon this every one gave his Opinion ; and they all 
agreed, that it was not then practicable to depart that Coun- 
try till they had either reduced or chaftifed the Inhab 
Whereupon Cortex proceeded to make the necejlary Difpofitions 
for that Enterprise. He ordered tjie wounded Men to be car- 
ried on ijoard, the Horfes to be landed, and the Artillery to be 
in a Readinefs, and every Thing in Order by the next horn- 
ing, which was the lfcaft of the Annunciation of our tlady, 
memorable to this Day in that Country, on Account of the 

Succefs of that Battle. 

As foon as it was Day, he contrived that all the Men mould 
hear Mafs ; and giving the Command of the Foot to James de 
Ordain he and the other Commanders mounted a Horfeback, 
and kept pace with the Artillery, which moved with much Diffi- 
culty, becaufe the Ground was boggy and uneven. They drew 
near to the Place, where, according the Information of the Pri- 
foners, the Enemy's Forces were to rendevous, but found no one 
cf whom they could get the leait Account, till coming to a 
Place called CinPhla, little lefs than a League from their Quarters, 
they difcover'd at a great pittance the/ Indian Army, fo nume- 
rous, and extending fo far, that the 3ight could not reach to 
fee the End of them. 

We will now defcribe the Indian Manner of parching, and 
Engaging, which may ferve upon all Occafions in tin's Conqueft 1 , 
the Art of War being almoft the fame among aJl the Nations 
in Nexp Spain. Moft of their Weapons were Bows and Arrows : 
The Bqw-Strings were made of the Sinews of Beafis, or of Thongs 
of Deer Skin twifted ; and their Arrows, for Want of iron, were 
headed with Bones ground fliarp, or Filh Eones. They ufecl 

a 
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alfo a kind of Darts, which fometimes they threw, and at 
others they managed like a Pike, as Occalion required. They 
had likewife long Swords, which they ufed with both Hands, 
as we do our Scirriitars or Faulchions, made of Wood, in which 
they fixed {harp Flints. The ftrongeft of them had Clubs, point- 
ed with Flints.. And there were Slingers, who threw Stones with 
great Force and Skill. The defenlive Arms, which were only ufed 
by Commanders and Perfons of Deftin£Kon, were Coats of 
quilted Cotton, ill-fitted Breaft-Plates, and Shields of Wood 
or Tortoife - Shell, adorned with Plates of fuch Metal as 
they could get ; and fome made ufe of Gold as we do of Iron. 
The reft were naked ; and all of them deformed with Dies and 

■ 

Painting of feveral Sorts, which they ufed about their Faci 
and Bodies ; a Martial Sort of Ornament among them, prac- 
tis'd to ftrike a Terror into their Enemies, applying Uglinefs to 
look the more dreadful ; as Tacitus relates of the Arii, a People 
in Germany, and remarks that an Impreffion on the Eye. is the 
firft Step to Victory. Their Heads were covered with divers 
Plumes of Feathers, like Crowns, raifed on high to make them 
appear taller. They had alfo' warlike Inftruments, and Mufick, 
with which they animated their Soldiers ; and gave Signals;' as 
Flutes made of great Canes ; Sea-Shells ; and a • Sort of Drums, 
made of the Trunk of a Tree, fo hollowed, and made thin, 
that they anfwered to the Stroke of the Stick a very difplea- 
fing Sound, but feemed well fuited to the Ears of thofe 



People. They formed their Battal lions of great Numbers, with 



y Order ; but had Troops of Referve to relieve where 
there was Occalion. They made their Attacks with great Fu- 
ry, and terrible Outcries, with which they thought to intimidate 
their Enemies, a Cuftom which fome have accounted among 



of thofe Indians, without obferving that it has 



been ufed by many antient Nations, and not defpifed even by 
the Romans : For Qefar in his Commentaries commends the Cries 
of his own Soldiers, and blames the Silence of thofe of Pompey, 
and Cato the Elder was wont to fay, that he had obtained more 
Victories by the Cries of the Soldiers, than by their Swords ; 



f them being of Opinion, that the Cries of the Sold 



proceeded from the Courage 



do 



argue whether this is a commendable Cuftom, or not, but only 
lay, it was not fo barbarous in the Indians, as to be without 
Example in other Nations. Their Armies were compos'd of 
Natives, and feveral Troops of Auxiliaries from the neighbour- 
ing Provinces, who came to the Afliftance of their Confederates, 
who being led by their Caziques, or fome Prime Indian of their 

Fam i 1 y . 
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Family. And they were divided into Companies* whofe Captains 
led, but could fcarce govern their Men ; for when they came to 
engage they were directed either by Fear of Rage, as is ufual 
among fuch Multitudes, being equally eager to attack, and to 
run away. 

Such was the Martial Difcipline of the Indians ySnd after 
this Manner that Army, or rather that Innundation df Men, 
which feemed to cover all the Country, advanc'd towards- the 
Spaniards. Cortex was fenfible of the Danger he was in, yet 
did not defpair of the Succefs, but encouraged his Soldiers with 
a chearful Countenance ; and porting them under the Shelter of 
a riling Ground, which covered their Rear, and placing the 
Artillery where it could do moffc Execution, he ftruck into a 
Wood with his fifteen Horfe, advancing far into it, in order to 
fally out, and flank them as Occafion Ihould require. As foon 
as the Indian Army came up within a proper Diftance, they 
made the firft Difcharge of their Arrows, and attack'd the Spa- 
niards with fo much Fury and Precipitation, that the Fire-Arms 
and Crofs-Bows not being able to flop them, - : they were obliged 
to make ufe of their Swords. Great was the Slaughter made 
among them ; and as they prefs'd on in Throngs, the Artillery 
deftroy'd whole Companies ; but they werefo obrHnate and 
conceited, that as foon as the Ball was pafs'd they clofed again, and 
cover'd the Lofs they fuftain'd, crying aloud, and flinging Hand- 
fuls of Duft into the Air, that the Spaniards might not fee thofe 
who fell, or hear their Lamentations. 

Diego do Orda^ repaired to all Parts, acquitting himfelf 
both as a good Captain and a valiant Soldier: But the Enemies 
being fo very numerous, the Spaniards had enough to do to 
Hand their Ground ; and the Inequality of their Strength began 
to appear, when Corte^, who could not come fooner to the Af> 
fiftance of his Men, by reafon of fome Brooks he had to pais, 
fally'd forth from the Wood, and fell upon all that Army, 
breaking through the thickeft of their Battallions, and doing 
fuch Execution with his Horfe, that the Indians wounded, and 
trod under Foot, thought of nothing but getting from them, 
throwing away their Arms, to be able to fly the better, and look'd 
upon them as an Obftacle to their Activity. 

Diego de Orda^ was feniible that the Relief he had expected 

was come, by the weak Refiftance of the Enemies Van-Guard, 

which began to face about by Reafon of the Confulion in the 

Rear ; whereupon, without Lofs of Time, he advanced with 

his Foot, charging thofe who had almoft opprefs'd him with fo 

much Refolution, that he obliged them to give way, gaining 

R the 
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the Ground which they loll, till he carne to the Plate that Cortes 
and r.-lW Captains had clear'd. They all joined to make thei: 
laft Effort* and were forced to mend their Pace, for the In 




diap^wevP retiring in an hafty Manner, ftill making Head 
againft them, calling their Darts, and difcharging their Arrows. 
The which Manner of making off and withdrawing from the 
Fight in good Order they continu'd till the Spaniards comin 
up to; them, and' they finding, themfelves again attack'd, turn'd 
their Backs, and inftead of retreating, fled outright. 

Cortez commanded his People to halt, to avoid the fhed- 
ding of more Blood> ordering only fome Prifoners to be taken, 



whom he might make ufe of to fet on foot a Treaty of 



which? he chiefly had in View ? . looking on the War as no more 



than:', 3 > Circum&anee of his principal Delign. Above eight 
hundred Indians- remained dead upon the Spot, and the Num- 
ber of the Wounded was very great. Of the Spaniards two Sol- 
diers Were killed-, and Threefcore and ten wounded. 

T h e: Enemies Army, according to the Account we find, 
filled of forty thoufand Men; who, altho' they were naked 



Barbarians,! as fome Strangers have obferved, yet had Hands 



do mifchief : And tho' they. had wanted Courage, which is pro- 
per to- Men, yet they could not be deftitute of Fiercenefs, of 
which Brute Beafts are capable. 

The A£lion of Tabafco, in fpite of Envy, has worthily de- 
ferved to be remember'd, by building a Church in Commem- 
moration of the Day on which the Battle was fought, dedica- 
ted to our Lady of Vi£lory, and giving the fame Name to the 
firft Town which the Spaniards built in that Province. The 
greateft Share of the happy Succefs muft be afcrib'd to the 
Valour of the Soldiers, who by their Courage and Refolu- 
tion, made amends for the Inequality of Numbers, tho' they 
had the Advantage of engaging in good Order, againft an Army 
without any Manner of Difcipline. Cortex opened the Way to 
the Victory, by breaking through the Body of Indians with his 
Horfe: An Action, in which he Ihewed no lefs Conduct than Va- 
lour, the Contrivance before -hand, being as commendable as 
the Execution was afterwards. Nor can it be' denied but that 
the Horfes had their Part in this Aclion, the Strangenefs of them 
terrifying the Indians ; for they had never feen any before, and 
imagin'd them to be fierce Monfters, made up of half Man and 
half Beaft, as the antient Heathens, who were lefs excufable 
in that Particular, fancy'd' of the Centaurs, Some Authors re- 
late, that St. James the Apoftle fought for the Spaniards in that 

Battle upon a white Horfe; and add, that Cortc^ out of his 

particular 
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particular Devotion* attributed this Relief to Su Peter. But 
Bernal Dia%. del Caftillo, who was prefent, utterly denies ' the 
Miracle ; and declares, that neither he, nor any of his Compa- 
nions either faw or heard of any fuch Thing. It is an Excels 
of pious Zeal to afcribe thofe Things to Heaven which fucceed 
contrary to all Appearances, or Hope. I confefs my felf little 
inclin'd to this ; but, in cafe of any extraordinary Accident* am 
willing to leave the immediate Operation to natural Caufes : 
But it is certain, that thofe who read the Hiftory of the Weft 
Indies, will meet with many Truths that look like Hyperboles^ 
and many Events, which it was neceffary to make miraculous, 
that they might appear credible. 




CHAP. XX. 

The Spaniards make Peace with the Cazique of 
Tabafco, and celebrate the Fefiival of Palm- 
Sunday. After 'which they r embark, and continue 

their Voyage, 

H E next Day Corte^ caufed the Prifoners to be brought 
before him, among whom were two or three of their 
Commanders. They difcovered in their Countenances 
very great Fear, expecting to be treated after the 
fame cruel Manner they ufed to treat the VanquihYd. But 
Cortex received them with great Courtefy ; and encouraging 
them with a chearful Countenance, and with Embraces, fet 
them at Liberty, giving them fome trifling Prefents ; and telling 
them at the fame time, That be knew both how to Conquer, and 
Forgive. This Piece of Humanity had fo good an RftecT:, that 
within a few Hours feveral Indians came to the Quarters 
Joaden with Indian Wheat, Fowl, and other Proviiions, deiign- 
ing by that 'Prefent to facilitate the Peace which they were to 
propofc from the principal Cazique of Tabafco. The People 
who came on this Rmbafly, were of the meancft Sort, and 
made no Figure ; which Jerom dc Aguilar took Notice of; it 
being the Cuftom of this Country, upon all fuch Occafions, to 
fend the principal Indians, adorned with all their Finery. And 
altho' Cortex was very defirous of Peace, he refufed to admit 

their Propofals, as not coming in due Form ; and lent back the 

Indians 
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Indians, without fo much as feeing them ; bidding them, 
his Interpreter, acquaint their Cazique, That if he defired 




Friend/hip, he mufi fend Perfons of 



ft 



Manner, to folicite it. Corte^ was of Opinion^ that 
thefe Formalities, which fupport Authority, were not to be 



difpenfed with, nor any Failings of Refpecl fufFer'd in thofe 



who came as Suppliants ; for in fuch fort of Affairs, the Man 
ner of A&ing is almoft of as much Importance as the Thing 

it felf. v 

Cazique acknowledg'd his Fault j and to make amends, 



the next Day fent thirty Indians of better Quality, with 
Ornaments of Plumes and Jewels, wherein all their Pride con- 
fifted. They were followed by a Train of Indians, loaded with 
another Prefent of the fame Kind as before, but in greater 
Abundance. Corte^ gave them Audience, attended by all his Cap 



fte£tinga grave and fevere Countenance, becaufe he thought 



proper upon this Occafion to lay afide his natural AfFabilit) 
They approached with very great Submiffion ; and having per 



fum'd him with their Fire-Pans, in which they burnt Gum 
Gum-Copal, and other fweet Scents, (a ufual Ceremony when 
they would exprefs the greateft Veneration,) they delivered their 
Embaffy; which began with fome frivolous Excufes for their 
pair War, and concluded in earneft Entreaties for Peace. The 
General reprefented to them, after a very ferious Manner, the 
juft Caufes he had to be difpleas'd with them ; to the end that 
on a View of their Faults, the Pardon might appear with grea- 
ter Luftre, and the Peace which he granted them prove the more 
welcome. The Ambaffadors received it with great Applaufe, 
returning extremely fatisfied, and ealily enriched with thofe 
flight Baubles they 10 highly valu'd. 

Afterwards the Cazique himfelf came to vifit Cortes^ 
accompany'd by all his Officers and Relations, bringing with him 
a Prefent of Cotton Cloths, Plumes of various Colours, and 
fome Pieces of low Gold, more valuable for the Workmanihip 
than for the Metal. He firft made his Prefent, in order to be 
better received. Cortex carefs'd him very much; and all the 
Vifit pafs'd in Compliments and Proreftations of a reciprocal and 
fmcere Friendlhip, all tranfa£ted by the Interpreter. The Spa- 
tiijlt Captains treated the other Prime Indians, who accompany'd 

que, after the fame Manner ; and nothing appeared but 



Signs of Toy and Peace, which they explained by their Cou 



braces, to fupply the Want of Language. The 

Cazique took his Leave, appointing another Day for an Inter- 
view ; 
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view ; and to mew his Sincerity, and how much lie confided iri 
the General, he immediately ordered his Subjects to return with 
their Families to Tabafco, and affift the Spaniards in whatfoever 
they mould want. 

The next Day he came again to the Quarters, with the 
fame Attendance, and twenty Indian Women, well drefs'd,- af- 
ter the Manner of the Country ; telling Corte^ he brought 
them as a Prefent, to ferve him and his Companions, as be 



very Ikilful in dreffing all Sorts of Meat* and in making Bread 



of Indian Wheat, which amongft them was always the Work of 
Women. 

They ground the Grain between two Stones, like thofe we 
life for Chocolate ; and when reduced to Flower, they made it 
into Pafte, without having any occafion for Leaven. Then they 
fpread and moulded it upon a fort of earthen Plates,- which 
they put over the Fire, and baked it ; this being the Bread with 
which God has abundantly fupplied that new World; to make 
Amends for the Want of Wheat, and is very agreeable to the 
Tafte, and not ofTenftve to the Stomach. Among thefe Wo- 
men came One principal Indian, well made, and of more than 
ordinary Beauty, who was afterwards baptized, and received 
the Name of Marina, and proved Very neceflary in the Con- 
queft, as will appear in its proper Place. 

Coftez went alide with the Cazique, and the Chief of thofe 
that followed him ; and by means of his Interpreter inform- 
ed them, That he was the Subject and Officer of a very -powerful 
Monarch ; and that his Intention was to make them happy, 
bringing them under the Obedience of his Prince ; to convert them 
to the true Religion, and de/lroy the Errors of their Idolatry. 
He enforced the£e Propofals with his natural Eloquence, and 
fo much Authority, that the Indians were perfwaded, or at 
leaft inclined to Reafon. The Anfwer they gave was, That they 
fjjould think themfelves very happy in obeying a Monarch, whoje 
Poorer and Greatnefs appear d with fuch Advantage in the Valour 
of his Subjecls. But as to the Point of Religion, .they were 
more referved. 

The Defeat of their Army by fuch a Handful of Spaniards, 
made them doubt whether they were not afliiled by fome 
Deity fuperior to their own. But though they could not re- 
folve to confefs it, their admitting the Doubt was no fmaU 




ard 



The Pilots prefs'd the Departure of the Fleet, which, ac- 



ng to their Obfervations, might be endangcr'd by any 

S long 
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longer Stay in that Place. And though Cortex was concerned to 
leave thofe People, before he had better inftrucled them on the 
Subject of Religion, he found himfelf obliged to think of his 
Voyage; and Palm-Sunday drawing near, he appointed that Day 
for embarking, fo ordering it, that the Feftival might be kept 
firft, according to the Rites of the Church, Religion being al- 
ways his firft Care. To which End he raifed an Altar in the 
Fields, which he covered with Boughs, in Form of a Chapel: 
A ruftick, but decent Structure, and which was the fecond 
Church of New Spain. At the fame Time they embarked 
their Provifions, and made all other neceffary Preparations for 
their Voyage. The Indians aftifted in all Things with an of- 
ficious Diligence ; and the Cazique, with his Captains attended 
Cortex with the greateft Refpect and Veneration. Father Bar- 
tolome de Olmedo, and the Licentiate Juan Diaz., made ufe of 
this Opportunity to endeavour to bring them into the Way 
of Truth, purfuing what Cortex had fo well begun, and ta- 
king Advantage of the good Inclinations they {hewed in their 
Anfwers : But they only comply 'd as Men that were fubdu'd, 
being more inclin'd to receive another God, than to part with 
any of their own. They hearken'd with Pleafure, and feem'd 
deiirous to comprehend what they heard : But Reafon was 
no fooner admitted by the Will, than it was rejected by the 
Underftanding. The moft that the two Priefts could efTecl 
at that Time, was to leave them in a good Difpofition, and 
to perceive that it required more Time to prepare their 
rude and uncultivated Minds, to become fenfible of their 
Blindnefs, 

On Sunday Morning there came an infinite Number of 
Indians, from the neighbouring Parts, to fee this Feftival of 
the Chriftians ; and the Boughs, being bleft with the ufual 
Solemnity, were diftribnted among the Soldiers, who all march- 
ed in Proceflion with equal Modefty and Devotion : A Sight 
worthy of better Spectators ; and which appeared with the 
more t. lift re among thofe Infidels, as Light from the Oppoli- 
tion of Darknefs. However, it had fome little ElfecT: upon 
thole Heathens ; for, as Aguilar afterwards declar'd, they cry 'd 
out,. This mufl needs be a great God, to whom fucb valiant Men 
flmv fo much Refyett. They hit upon the Truth, but miftook 
in their Way, of Reafoning. 

Whi m Mais was done, Cortex took Leave of the Cazique, 
and the principal Indians ; and having confirm'd the Peace with 
furthej: Ucmonftrations of Friendlhip, he embarked, leaving 

thofe 



i 



Book L ^Mexico, or New Spain, 4y 

tbofe People rather obedient, than fubjecl to the King ; and as 
to Religion* fo far in the Way to Salvation, as to deiire, or at 
leafr, not to oppofe the Means of obtaining it. 




CHAP. XXL 

Cortex proceeds on his Voyage. The Fleet arrives 
at St. Juan de Ulua. The Soldiers land. The 
General receives an Emhaffy from MotezumaV 
Governors* An Account who Donna Marina 
was. 



H E Monday after Palm-Sunday the Spaniards fet Sail, 
along the Coaft to the Weftward : They came up 
with the Province of Gua^acoalco ; and, without 
putting in at Rio de Bander as, or the River of Banners, 
had a View of the I/land of Sacrifices, and other Places, which 
had before been difcovered and forfaken by Juan de Grijalva ; 
the Soldiers who had ferved under him, telling their Comrades 
what Adventures they had met with in that Expedition : Cor- 
tex learning from the ill Succefs of that Enterprize, how to ma- 
nage his own better, prudently making his own Advantage of 
the Errors committed by another. At length they arriv'd at 
St. 'Juan de Ulna on Maundy-Tburfday at Noon ; and the Ships 
had no fooner anchored between the Ifland and the main Land, 

■ 

to Inciter thcmfelves from the North Winds, than they law 
two large Canoes, which in that Country are called Piraguas, 
coming from the neighbouring Coaft, with fome Indians in 
them ; who drew near, without Ihewing the leaft Concern at 
the Fleet, dilcovering by this Security, and fome Signs they 
made, that they came in a peaceable Manner, and delired to be 
heard. 

When they were within a fmall Diftance of the Admiral, 
they began to fpeak in a ftrange Language, that Aguilar did not 
underftand ; which much troubled Cortex, being conccrn'd 
to want an Interpreter when he had moft Occafion for him, 
looking upon it as a great Obftacle to his Undertaking: But 
Providence, that brings about its Deligns, by Ways that to Men 
appear cafual, loon relieved him in this Diftrefs : The In- 
dian 




68 The Hiftory of the Con Qtf e $ T Book I 

* 

Woman, whom we mall now call Donna Marina, was not 
far from 6?r?^ and Aguilar, and gueffing by their Looks what 
they were difcourfing, and what they wanted, file told Aguilar 
in the Yucatan Tongue, that thofe Indians fpoke the Mexican 
Language, and defired Audience of the General on the Part of 
the Governor of that Province. Cortex order'd them to come 
aboard; and laying afide the Unealinefs he had been under, 
gave Thanks to God, acknowledging it was owing to his infinite 
Goodnefs, that, contrary to all his Hopes, he had found an In- 
ftrument whereby to make himfelf underftood in a Country 
which he had fo earneftly defired to fee. 

. Down a Marina, according to the Report of Bernal Diaz 
del Cajiillo, was Daughter to the Cazique of Guazacoalco, one 
of the Provinces fubje£r. to the Emperor of Mexico, bordering 
upon that of Tabajco, and had, through fome Accidents of Life, 
which are variously reported, been carry 'd away in her Youth 
to Xicalango, a ftrong Place upon the Confines of Yucatan, 
which was kept by a Mexican Garrifon. There fhe was bred in 
a poor Manner, no way agreeable to her Birth, till by a frelh 
Misfortune, either by Sale, or being taken in War, fhe became 
a Slave to the Cazique of Tabajco, who made a Prefent of her 
to Corte%. In Guazacoalco, and in Xicalango, they fpoke the 
general Mexican Language, and in Tabajco that of Yucatan, 
which Aguilar underftood : So that Donna Marina underftood 
both thofe Languages, and explained to the Indians in the Mexi- 
can, what Aguilar told her in that of Yucatan ; Cortex making 
ufe of this round-about Way of Speaking by two Interpreters, 
till fuch time as Donna Marina had learn'd Spanijl), which was 
not long for fhe had a very ready Wit, and feveral natural 
Endowments, which well agreed with the Nobility of her Birth. 
Antonio de Hen era fays me was a Native oiXafiJco, and that 
fhe was brought to Tabajco from a very diftant Country ; for 
Xalijco is on the other Sea, in the very furtheft Part of New 
Galicia. Perhaps he took this Notion from Francijco Lopez de 
Gomara ; but we cannot apprehend, why in this, and other 
more important Matters, he does not follow the Account of 
Bernal Diaz del Cajiillo, whofe Manufcript be had at hand ; for 
he follows and quotes him in many Parts of his Hiftory. Donna 
Marina was ever a moft faithful Interpreter to Cortex ; and he 
confirmed her in his Intereft by Ways not altogether fo decent, 
for he had a Son by her, called Don Martin Cortex who was 
made a Knight of >SV. Jago, in Confidcration of the Nobility of 
his Mother's Birth. This was no juftifiable Method to feenre 
her Fidelity ; but fome A'ill have it to have been good Policy : 

However, 
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However, we are more apt to believe it was the ill EfFe£t of an 
ungoverned -Pallion, notwithstanding the World is accuftomed 
to give the fpecious Title of Realbn of State^ to that which is 
in Reality no other than human Weaknefs. 

The Indians being admitted to the Prefence of the General^ 
acquainted Mm, That Filpatoe and Tmtile, the one Governor, 
aod the other Captain-General of that Province, for the great 
Emperor Motezytma, had fen t them to know of the Comman- 
der s©f that Fleet, with what Intention he was come upon their 
Ooaft; and to offer him what Succour and Am/fance he mould 
fband m need of, an order to continue his Voyage. Cortex car- 
a-efs'd them, save them a few Baubles, and treated them with 



forare Spanijh Diet and Wine ; and having thus obliged them, an- 
swer 'd, " That he came as a Friend to treat concerning Matter? 



" of great Importance to their Prince, and all his Empire ; for 



which Purpofe he would meet the two Governors, and 
tC hoped to receive the fame goad 'Treatment : £rom them, as 
iC others of his -Nation had .done the Year before." And havin 




arec^rv'd fame Information comcerjaing; the Greatnefs of Mo.te~ 

hywia, -his cRiches, and Eorm of Government, hevfent them away 
very -well contented. 



T>he modt Bky in the Mormmg, ibeiiftg )QQ.od-Hriday, the Spar 
miiirds all landed on therSbore.neareil tHeifileet^ And Gw&jgave 
'Ordets for Parading the IHories imd.K, Artillery ; : and tjjat the 
Soldiers, ■ in fCompanies, -mould \go -.and j cut: Fftfcihes to entrench 
nrhemfel Key rapt Iforgetting to ^Doft-Biemeceffaiiyj ,<3uar<jls tftt the 
.Avemues, and' to build ;a fuificient Number <q£ Barracks fp /bel- 
ter them tfknin the feat of 'die rSifn^ which' (8t: that Time was 
very great. The Artillery was planted fo as to command the 
Country, and in a little Time they were all under Cover ; for 
Teutile lent , a. great Number of Indians with rP,ro visions, and Or- 
ders to ailift tie ^SpamdA In that" Work : Ttf wliom they were 
of great Ufe, becaufe they brought their Tools made of Flints, 
with which they cut Stakes, and fixing them in the Ground, 
interwove them with Boughs, and Palm Leaves, forming the 
Walls and Roofs of # Wa,o(jging 'Wttji^uch Eafe and Diligence, 
being great Matters m^fi^Kind ^^&9iite6hire, as having in 



many Places no other '■'Mpi^fes, andj^jhalfcbarous in proportion- 



ing their Structures rjo^iatlNatitre Acquires, than thofe who 
build vafl: Pallaces, whflre?irill. th©y cannot find fufficient Room 
for their Vanity. They alio (brought fome Cotton Cloths, 
with which they covered the 'Officers Barracks, the better to 
defend them from the Heat of the Sun. In the beft of them 
Cortex^ ordered an Altar to be fet up, on which, when adorn'd, 

! ' T he 
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he placed the Image of the Virgin Mary, and at the Entrance a 
great Crofs, in order to celebrate Eafter : For Religion was al- 
ways his principal Care ; and in that he was equally zealous 
with the Priefts. Bernal Diaii del Caftillo alTures us, that Mafs 
was faid on that Altar the fame Day they landed ; but- we do 
not believe that Father Bartohme de Olmedo, and the Licentiate 
Juan Diaz,, could be fo ill inftru&ed, and fo ignorant of the 
Offices of the Church, as not to know that Mafs could not be 
faid on Good'Friday* He very often depends too much upon 
his Memory : But what is moft to be wondered at, is, that An- 
tonio de Herrera mould follow him, and almoft copy him in this 
Particular, which, it is likely, proceeded from Inadvertency in 
both ; which we do not lo much mention with a Defign to 
cenfure them, as to make it a LelTon to our felves againft ta- 
king the fame Liberties. 

Coetez und'erftood by thefe Indians, that General Teutile 
had a confiderable Body of Men in that Province, where he was 
endeavouring to confirm fome Places, newly conquered, in 
their Obedience to Mote%wna, the Civil Government of which 
was veiled in Pilpatoe. And the great Care they took to fend 
Provifions, and help the Spaniards in building of their Bar- 
racks, -was not without 'Artifice, fo far as could be gathered; 
for they were Very much ' terrified with the Account they had 
of their- SucCefs at Tabafco, which had now fpread over all the 
Country, and believing their own Forces too weak, they made 
ufe of thofe Preferits, and their Affiftance, to oblige thofe whom 
they could not oppofe : A Contrivance of Fear> which often 
makes thofe generous who dare not to appear as Enemies. r 



9 # 



77}? /End of the Fi rst 




00 K* 



9 ■ 



• 



! 



1 

i - . 




* * # 



■ * 



r I » 



t 



r: • 



1 ' ( 



i 







H 











Of the CONQUEST of 




E XIC 0, 



or Nett Spain. 




o 





ii. 




H 






Teutile General of Motezuma'/ Troops, and Pilpa- 
tpe Governor of the Province, come to vifit Cortez 
on the Part of Motezuma . An Account of what 
paffed between them ; and of the 'Painters who 
drew the 'Pitlures of the Spanilh Forces. 



in 




HEY patted this Night, and the following 
Day, in great Tranquility, but not the left up 



their Guard, fome Indians 



pairing to their Quarters ; 
and others with Provisions 



inually 



fome to work, and 

they truck'd 



for Babbles. Nothing extraordinary happening 

Teutile and Pilpfttoe came 



tu\ r E4fier-Viiy in the "Morning 

wirh a very.igrcat Attendance to vifit Corte^. He received them 
in ; ecjual ^tate^ furroundecl by his Officers and Soldiers; for he 
j^pugpt it proper to niake a Shew of Authority, when he was 
to treat with the Jvlmifyers of a great Prince. The firft Compli- 
ments 



* 
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meats being over> in which the Mexicans exceeded, and Gortez 



tevdUrd 







er 



tf> tie g 





he 

four a Cha- 



pel > ft being f fee" Hmtr for dfake Set ticre* 'otdfonag' jgmiar and 



'ZSwifc* JMfflftf*' to tell them, that before fee atef&ifttel them with 

the Intention of his Journey, he was to comply with the Du- 
ties of his Religion, and recommend to the God of all other 
Gods the good Succefs of his Propofition. 

" Immediately Mafs was celebrated with all poflible Solem- 
nity. Father Bartolbme He Olmedb officiated, afliiled by the Li- 
centiate Jtttm T)ia%, jFerom de Aguilar, and fome Soldiers, who 
underftood how to ling the Service of the Church. The Indians 
looking on all the w*hife with a kind of Aftoniflmaent, which 



tho' the Effefl: of Novelty, had the Air of Devotion. After 
Service was over, they returned to the General's Barrack, who 
entertained the two Governors at Dinner, and treated them 



with great Plenty ana" 'Orientation. 

nquet being over, Hernan Cortex called his Interpreters 
and in a grave and ftately Manner told them, That his coming 



thither was to treat with the Emperor Mote^iima on the Part 
o f Don Carlos of Auftria, Monarch of the Eaft, touching Af 



of great Importance, not only to his own Perfon and EC 



t f 



tate, but likewife for the Good of all his Subjects, for perfor 
ing whereof, it was nece{lary for jhirn to appear before his 
Royal Prefence, and hoped he mould be admitted with all the 
Crvliitjy and P.efpecT: that was due to the Greatnefs of the 
Kins tfmo lent 




A 1 



•Both t If c . Governors Teemed difturbed at this Propofal, and 
to hear 'it with ^feat DifTatisfa<£tion : { Bltt before they returned 
an' AiiiVer, itkttik ordered a Prefect \ he had .provided to be 



brought into.'fhe lBarraalti>; .^nd ahpu£ ■tw^n'ty i 'or ) . thirty Inkians 

came in loaded with Provifions, fine Cloths, Feathers of 'iTeve- 
ral p,Mours, ^and a great -JBox, in which were ..divers Pieces of 
G old,, puri o u% wr ought.- , Hav ing ' madfe his Pre'&t^jth a %odl 



Orac^.and Civility, and ijrwing it w£s wejl ttt^m^A ipralfeo' 

W tQ Cqrte$, and by.-the kelp of the 



\PWM him : tfl ; stfeept. th^^all Trete 'Mi'Wto 





come. uwmhiG.Coafts,; ibut, tnatthev mull immeaiati 



mas 






Jr _ ^-a/Matter ofgreat Difficulty; .ahd 1 that 
%y fought M ht^ f^alt '8t ^rVice'm that 
Aw>^eHl#g, ( ||efore Jjie ( f we ; nt a^oiit to' -fry. b^ Bijj»eHehi^' Jf hoW 
difcult a Matter it was that'll intended. ' 11 ; ' ; - '• J ; ■? 

CORTJSZ 
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CokTEZ replied with fome Heat, That Kings never ^efufed 
to hear the Embaffies of other Princes ; neither could" their 
Minifters, without very politive Orders, take upon thernfelves 



fo bold a Refohioon as to oppofe it: That what belonged to 



them to do in this cafe, was to acquaint Motezjtma with his 
Arrival, for which he would allow fome Time ; but that they 
ihould likewife let him know that he came fully refolyed to 
fee him, and poiitively determined not to leave his Country, 
with Difhonour to one that reprefented his King. This bold 
Refolution of Gorte^ gave the Indians .. fo much Pneafinefs, that 
they durft not reply ; on the contrary, they earneftly entreated 
him not to move from thofe Quarters till the Return of Mote- 
%umas Anfwer, offering to fupply him wich all Things that were 
neceffary for the Support of his Soldiers. 

At this Time fome Mexican Painters, who came in the 
Train of the two Governors, were very bufy about drawing 
(upon Cotton Cloths, which they brought ready prim'd for 
that Purpofe) the Ships, Soldiers, Arms, Artillery, and the 
Horfes, and every Thing elfe that appeared to them remarkable, 
of which Variety of Objects they formed different Landfkips, 
no way contemptible, either for Drawing or Colours. 

Our Bsmal Dia^ enlarges too much about the Skill of" tjhefe 
Painters ; for he faith they drew all the Captains,- and that the 
Pieces were very like : But let that pafs as an unlikely Hyper- 
bole ; for fuppofing them to have underftodd the Art of 
Painting, they had too little Leifure to obierve the Nicety 
and Tedioufnefs that Imitation requires. 

These Pictures were drawn by the Order of Teutile, the 
better to inform Mote^uma of that extraordinary Novelty ; and 
to make that Account the more intelligible, they placed fome 
Characters here and there, with which they feemed to explain, 
and give the Signification of the Picture. This was their Man- 
ner of Writing ; for they had not attained the Ufe of Letters, 
nor were they acquainted with thofe Signs or Elements, invent 



ed by other Nations, to reprefent Syllables, and make Words 
vifible but they explained thernfelves by their Pencils, marking 
down material Things with their own proper Images, and the reft 
with Numbers and iignificant Signs, difpofed after fuch a Man- 
ner, that the Number, Sign, and Figure formed the Idea, and 
fully explained the Meaning; an excellent Invention, (which 
Ihewed their Capacity,) like the Hyerogliphieks of the Egyptians, 
who boafted of their Wit in that, which was common among 
the Indians, and which the Mexicans ufed with fuch Dexterity, 

that they had whole Books of this Kind of Chara&ers and led- 

U ble 



fell^iMat' In w)iich : ffil^y .$efefcvea- ' tne^Re^Mte* of their 
Ant&Mes, atitl left to' Pb^ty tfte innals of their Kingsv ■ 

MJfcM'ft &z : fUtiX, not wifeu* 'admiring their Skill; aridbe- 
irig ; infbrtfled that they were painrmg upori thofe Cloths thelri- 
rorrj^tibii which Teutile wz& to give Wttzpmti of what he had 
^ropd^d,. ahd • the 1 Forces tw?^ had with him to make' it gbdd, 
M,*i ullfightly 'Wit, presently observed that thofe 
dumb' images \Vahted A&iori drid Motion to exprefs the Valour 
of his ^bldiep, ind thetefore refoived to exercife his Men before 
therfi, ' to giVe the greater Life and Vigour to the Piclure. To 
this fend He 'ordered them to their Arms' ; drew up all his Men 
in a catifed the Artillery to be made ready ; and telling 

Teutile. and Pilpatoe that he. would entertain them after the Man- 
ner bf his Country, he mounted his Horfte, with his Captains. 
They/firrt ran TomS Races in Order, ahd then they flrirmmid 
ih a martial Manner ; at which ftrange Sight the Indiahs'ftaod 
arha^d, and Me Men beMe themfeives : For oMerving the obe- 
iitm Ketceriefs l 6f thole fieafts, they began to think there was 
fomefeng morethan natural in thofe Men that managed them. 
Immediately, 'at a Signal made by Corte^, the Fire-Arms di£ 
cteM, and 188a after tne Artillery : The Cdhfufion and Afto- 
ftinifnent of thofe t%bple eridrealmg (as the Noife was repeated 
and ^gmerited) with fucn varibus Effe&s, that' fome fell down 
upon" the Ground, others 'began td ffy, ahd the fiibft Cohfiderate 
affe&ed Admn^ridn, to diuemble their Fear. 

Herman Co.rtez encouraged therri, gitfngtRem to underrhmd, 
that ambiig the Spaniards tftefe we're military Diverfions, as one 
Who defign'd to make his Arms appear the more formidable, by 
the terror of inch friendly Entettai nnicrits ; and they prefent- 
ly p'e"rceived that the 'Painters were inveiltitig new Figures and 
Characters, to fupply what was wanting 'on their Cloths. Sortie 
£ai'riied the Spintirfa &rnfcd, arid draxvn up in Form; others the 
Horfes in their Exercife and Motion. They defcrib'd the Ar- 
tillery With Fire and Smoke, and reprefented the very Noife 
with the Similitude of 'L'ighthiii'g, without omitting any one of 
thofe frightful 'Circumftances, that moil: direclly regarded what 
their ftihg mdft dehYd td ufiderftaiid. 

In the mean 1 time 'Cdtt'ek returned 'to his 'Barrack, with the 
two GbVernbrs; and after having prefented them with fome 
linaji tyahifi jewels, lie pl-epkred a Prefent of fundry Sorts of 
fcurlonties to he fent from liim to M'oUiUtoa ; to which Purpofe 
lie made Choice bf federal heat Pieces of die moft folid and 
Tjripelt Glafs ; ] tb wn3ch' : ile added a Holland Shirt, a Cap of 

Crimfon 
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Crimfon Velvet, adorned with a Gold Medal reprefent 
St. George 5 and Tapeftry Chairs, which the Indians fo much 

a fit Ehrefent for the 
Emperor. With this fmall Shew of Liberality, which, among 

thofe People, 

the Dlfagreeablertefs of his Refolution, and took Leave of th 
Governors, who were equally thankful, and troubled. 



feem'd to admire, that it was thought 



look'd like Magnificence, did Hernan Coruz. foft 









H 

Mote£uma returns his Anfwer, with a Prefent of 
great Jfalue ; but refufes to grant the Leave they 
dejired) to go to Mexico. 




H E Indians halted at a fmall Diftance from the Spa- 
nijh Quarters, and feemed to confult about what they 
Were to do : For the Refult of this Stop was, That 
Pilpatoe remained there to obferve the A&ions of the 
Spaniards ; for which Purpofe, having fixed upon the Spot of 
Ground, they built feveral Cabbins, and in few Hours 
Time, the Morning difcover'd a confiderable Village built upon 
the Plain. Piipatoe immediately provided againft the Suspicion 
this Novelty might produce, rending Word to Cortex, that he 
ftay'd in that Place to take Care of his Entertainment, and the 
better to fnpply his Troops with Provifions. And tho' the 
Artifice of the MefTage was known, and that his Intentions 
were to keep within View of the Army, and watch their Mo- 
tions, they conniv'd at their Dilfimulation, making their Ad- 
vantage of that very Pretence : For they fupplied them with all 
Neceffaries; and the Fear of having their Defign fufpe&ed, 
made them more punctual and careful. 

Teutile proceeded to his own Quarters, and di (patched an 
Account to Motezjima of all that had happen'd upon the 
Coafts, fending the Pictures which were drawn by his Orders, 
and CorPez^s Prefent, with the utrnoft Diligence. For this Pur- 
.pofe, the King of Mexico had a great Number of Couriers di- 
stributed along all the principal Roads of the Kingdom, chofen 
out of -the fwiften: Indiam, and bred them up to it carefully 
froitn little Children, allotting Rewards out of thcpublick Trea- 

fury 
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fury to thofe who arrived firft at the appointed Place : And 
Father Jofeph de Acojia (a faithful Obferver of the Cuftoms of 
that Nation) fays, That the chief School where, thefe Indian 
Runners were bred, was the principal Temple of Mexico, where 
the Idol ftood on the Top of an hundred and twenty Stone 
Steps, and thofe who firft arrived at its Feet, gained the Re- 
ward : A notable Exercife to be taught in a Temple, and perhaps 
the leaft Indecency ufed in that miferable Place of Worfhip. 
Thefe Couriers were reliev'd at every Town, like our Poft- 
Horfes ; and. made the greater Speed, becaufe they fucceeded 
one another, before they were tired ; fo that the firft Force of 

the Carreer never ceafed. 

In the General Hiflory, we find it reported, that Teutile him- 
. felf carry 'd his Difpatches and Pictures, and that he returned 
in feven Days" with the Anfwer ; too expeditious for a Gene- 
ral: Nor doth it feem likely, the Diftance being fixty 

Lies, the ftiorteft Way, from Mexico to St. Juan de XJlua : 

Nor° can it eafily be believed, that the Mexican Ambaffador, 
whom our Bernal Dia^ calls. §hiintalbor, came upon this Affair, 
or the hundred noble Indians, the Re&or of Villahermofa pretends 
that attended him : But this is of no great Importance. The 
Anfwer came in feven Days, ( a Number which all ag 
and Teutile brought it to the Spanijh Quarters. He b 





him a Prefent of Mote^ttma'sj which loaded the Shoulders 
of an hundred Indians ; and before he delivered his Embaffy, 
he caus'd them to lay Mats, made of Palm-Tree Leaves, (which 
they call Petates,) upon the Ground, and place in Order upon 
them, as it were on a Buffet, the feveral Things of which the 



prefent was compofed 



f Cotton Cloths, well wove, and 



fo fine, that they could not be known, from Silk, but by feel- 
ing. A Quantity of Plumes, and other Curiofities made of 
Feathers, whofe Beauty and natural Variety of Colours (found 
on rare Birds that Country produces) fo placed and mixed 
with wonderful Art, diftributing the feveral Colours, and flia- 
dowing the Light with the Dark fo exactly, that without ma- 
king ufe of artificial Colours, or of the Pencil, they could draw 
Pictures, and would undertake to imitate Nature. They next 
produc'd a great Number of Arms, Bows, Arrows, and Tar- 
gets, made of extraordinary Woods. Two very large Plates, of 
a circular Form, the one of Gold, which by its embofling, re- 
prefented the Sun ; and the other of Silver, reprefenting the 
Moon. And laftly, a confiderable Quantity of Jewels, Pieces 

of Gold, fome Precious Stones, Collars of Gold, Rings, Pen- 
dants, 



4 
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dants after their Fafhloh, and other Ornaments of greater 

Weight in the Shape of Birds and Beafts, fo curioufly wrought^ 

that not withftanding the great Value of the Metal, the Work- 
manlhip feem'd to exceed it. 

As foon as Teutile had laid all his Wealth before the Spaniards^ 
he turned to Cortex, and making a Sign to the Interpreters, told 
him, That the great Emperor Mote^uma fent him thofe Things 
in return for his Prefent, and to lhew how much he valu'd his 
King's Friendfhip ; but that he did not think it convenient, nor 
was it polfible at that Time, according to the prefent Pofture 
of his Affairs, to grant the Permiffion he alked of paffing for- 
ward to his Court: The which Refufal Teutile endeavoured to 
foften, by urging the Badnefs of the Roads, favage Indians, who 
would take up Arms, and obltrufl; his Marchj and other Diffi- 
culties j which plainly difcovered the Intention ; and in a covert 
Manner denoted, that there was a particular Reafon (which 



fhall fee hereafter) why Mote^uma would not fuffer himfelf 



be feen by the Spaniards 



Cortex returned Thanks for the Prefent, with Words of much 
Refpeft ; and anfwered Teutile, That it was not his Intention to be 
wanting in his Obedience to Mote^uma ; but that it was not in his 



back with Dilhonour to his Kins, or to defift from his 





Demand, with all the Earneftnefs to which he was obliged, 
the Reputation of a Crown that was honoured and refpe&ed 
among the greateft Princes of the World : Difcouriing upon this 



fo much Life and Refol 



durft 



t prefume to reply, but, on the contrary, they offered to 
portune Motc^uma a fecond Time ; and he difmifs'd them with 



ther Prefent like the former, letting them know, that he 




would expect the King's Anfwer without moving from that 

Place j but that he mould be very much concerned if by any 

Delay, he Ihould be obliged to go nearer to follicite that Af- 
fair. 

All the Spaniards admired Mote^uma , s Prefent ; yet they had 
not all the fame Notion of that Wealth, but reafoned varioufly, 
each maintaining his own Opinion, and carried on their Dis- 
putes with fome Heat. Some pleas'd themfelves with the Hopes 
of bettering their Fortune, promifing themfelves mighty Ad- 
vantages from fuch a favourable Beginning; others by theGreat- 
nefs of the Prefent, made a Judgment of Mote^uma's Power, 
and of the Difficulty of the Undertaking. Many declar'd ab- 
folutely, that the Delign of attempting fb great an Affair with 
fo few Men, was a Piece of Rafhnefs; and moft of them jufti- 
Hed the Valour and Conftancy of their Captain, looking on the 

X Conquell 
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Conqueft as good as made : Every one judging of the Succefs 
according to his Inclination. Such are the Difcourfes and Rea- 
foning. of Soldiers, by which the Influence the Courage has over 
the Underftanding is better difcover'd, than by any other Means. 



But Cortex save them 



talk 



thout difcovering h 
RefoJutionrtill he had taken Time to advife; and to keep his 



People 
lefs in quint 



of Idlenefs, which 



beft Way to make them 



ve, he ordered two Veflels out, to view the Coaft 
and fearch out fome Port, or Bay, where the Fleet might be 



nd 




th 



they had but 
d fome more fen 



of Ground, where they might be accommodated in Qi 



ty againft the North-Winds,) 



...the Return of Mote^umas Anfwer; making a Pretence of 
the Suffering of his People in that Sandy Soil, where the Sun re- 
flexed his Heat with double Force ; betides that, they were per- 
fected by the Mofquitoes, or Gnats, which made even the 
Hours of Reft uneafy. He appointed Captain Francijco de Mon- 



te ]o to command 



pick'd out the Sold 



bear him company, being thofe that feem'd moft averfe 



his o w n Op 



ordered him to run along as far as he could 



ft 




the fame Courfe he had done the Year before with 



ijalv 



and that he fhould take 



of what Towns ap 



peared along the, Coaft, without landing to view them 




Days for their 



By which Means he order'd what 



he thought convenient, employed thofe that were troublefom 
and entertained the reft with Hopes of Relief; being himfelf full 
of Care, and uneafy, confidering the Greatnefs of the Deng 
and the Smallnefs of the Means 



but 



fol 



g 



not to denft 



11 he could fee the very utmoft of the Difficulty, and fo 



Mafter of himfelf 



he difguis'd his inward Concern with 



fy and chearful Countenance 




1 I 
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HAP. 



III. 



Gives an Account how ill the Tojithenefs of Cortez 



was 



was received at Mexico. Who Motezum 
The Greatnefs of his Empire, and the Condition 
his Monarchy was in at the Arrival of the Spa- 
niards. 




O RT E Z ' s perfifting in his Refolution, gave much 

Trouble at Mexico. Mote^uma was angry ; and in his 
frit Fury, propofed to make an End at once of thofe 



g 



who prefumed 



:nd contrary 



Inclination. But afterwards, conlidering better, his 



failed 



irag( 

and Anger gave Way to Sorrow and Confufion 



He fummoned his Minifters and Relations ; they held {( 

Is ; they reforted to the Temples with publick 



cri 



fice 



s 



and 



fo much difturb'd 



People began to be 



fy, feeing their 



g 



ve 



, of the approaching Ruin of that Empire, and of 
and 



Pref 



ages 



fuch 
Refer 
Signs, 

threatned it. 

who Mote^uma was 
Time 



thofe who managed the Government in 
that they began to talk, with very little 



which (according to their Traditions^ 



feems neceifary 
and the State 



; and why both he and his Subject 
fternation at the coming of the Spaniards 



, that we mould fhew 
f his Monarchy at this 



fuch 



Empire of Mexico was then at its greateft Heig 



o ith, ha- 
ving under its Dominion almoil all the Provinces and Countries 
which had been difcovered in North America* which were 



v 



by Mote^tma himfelf, and his petty tributary King 



g 



ziq 

fiv 



Th 



e 



gth of it extended, from Eaft to Weir, abo 



e 



igue 



nd the Breadth, from No 



hundred 



Country pop 



plentiful. On the Earl it was bounded 
now call'd the North Sea,) and ftretch 



Sea, 

great Space of Land betwee 
it reached the other Sea, 




ong 



>us, rich, 

Atlantick 
all that 

the Weft. 




g 



g 



Afiatick 



Gulph of Am an,) from Cape Mendocino, to the rartheft Part of New 



Galiaia. 



South, it ffretched out farther, running along 

the 
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the South-Sea, from Jcapulco to Guatimala ; and went fo far as 
to approach, by the Way of Nicaragua, to that lflkmus, or nar* 
row Neck of Land, which divides, and at the fame time 
unites the two America's. On the North, it reached out as far 
Panuco, including that Province ; but was ftreighten'd confidera- 
bly by the Mountains, or hilly Countries poflefled by the Chi- 
ebimecas and Ottomies, a barbarous People, without Govern- 
ment or Policy, living in the Caves of the Earth, or in the 
Holes of Rocks, feeding upon the Game they kill'd in Hunting, 
and the Fruits of fuch Trees as grew wild ; but fo dextrous in 
the Ufe of their Arrows, and in making their Advantage of 
the Crags and PalTes of the Mountains, that they had often 
withftood the whole Power of Mexico ; being Enemies to Sub- 
jection, fatisfied with not being conquered, and only defiring to 
preferve their Liberty, amongft the wild Beafts. 

This Empire grew from a fmall Beginning to this vaft 
Greatnefs in little more than an hundred and thirty Years ; for 
the Mexicans naturally a warlike Nation, were always making 
way with their Arms among the reft of the Nations which in- 
habited that Part of the World. They were at firffc governed 
by a valiant Captain, who made them Soldiers, and fenfible of 
Military Honour. Afterwards they chofe a King, giving 
the fupreme Dominion to the Perfon that had the greatelt 
Reputation for Valour, being acquainted with no other Virtue 
but Fortitude ; and if they knew any other they look'd upon 
them as much inferior. They always obferved this Cuftom of 
chiding the greateft Captain for their King, without Regard to 
the Succeffion ; tho' where Aclions were equal, they preferred 
the Royal Blood ; and the War, which made their Kings, by 
little and little enlarged the Monarchy. At firft Juftice fup- 
ported their Arms, for the Oppreffion of their Neighbours for- 
ced them to an unblameable Defence; and Heaven favoured 
their Caufe with the firft Succeffes : But their Power afterwards 
encrealing, Juftice was laid afide, and Tyranny took place. 

We lhall fee the Progreis of this Nation, and the great Con- 
quefts they made, when we come to give an Account of the 
Succeffion of their Kings, and the principal Part of this Hiftory 
lhall be lefs depending. Motesytma was the Eleventh King, (ac- 
cording to their painted Annals,) and the Second of that Name, 
a lingular Perfon, and much refpe£ted among the Mexicans be- 
fore he began to reign. 

He was of the Royal Blood ; and in his Youth followed the 
Wars, where he gained the Reputation of a valiant Captain, by 
feveral Anions, which raifed his Character. He returned to 

the 
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the Court, fomewhat puffed up with thefe Flatteries of Fame ; 
and finding hinifelf applauded and refpe&ed as* the firft Man of 
his Nation, he entertained Hopes of grafping the Scepter at the 
next Election , behaving himfelf in his own Thoughts as one 
that was beginning to be crown'd, upon the Notion he had con- 
ceived of being King. . m . 

He then plac'd all hisHappinefs in gaining Friends ; to which 
End he made -life of fome. Politick Arts, a Science which fome- 
times does not difdain to be found amongft the Barbarians, but 
is rather apt to make People fo, when that which is called Rea- 
- fon of State gets the better of natural Reafon. He affe&ed great 
Obedience and Veneration towards his King, and extraordinary 
Modefty and Compofure in his Words and AcStions, always fo 
carefully preferving the Gravity and Statelinefs in his Counte- 
nance, that the Indians. Were wont to fay, the Name of Mote- 
tytma became him well*,.; Which, in their Language, fignifies a 
furly Prince, though he endeavoured to temper this Severity, 
making himfelf agreeable by his Liberality. 

He alfo. gained the Chamber of being very zealous for his 
Religion ; a. powerful Motive to captivate thofe who are taken 
with outward Shew: And to this End, he ere£ted a little fepa- 
rate Pile in. the moft frequented Temple, aftjer the Manner of a 
Tribune;, to which he retir'd in the Sight of all the People, 
and ftaid there many Hours to attend that popular Devotion, 
or placing, the Idol of his Ambi t jo among his other Gods. He 
gained lo much Reputation by thefe outward Appearances, that 
when the King his Predeceffor died, the Electors gave him rheir 
Votes without any Oppofition, and the People received him with 
great Acclamations. He made a Shew of refilling, fuffering 
himfelf to be courted for that which he deiired, and feemed to 
accept it with Reluflancy : But no fooner was he poffefs'd of 
the Imperial Throne, than all that Artifice which he had fore'd 
upon his natural Temper ceafed, and he difcovered thofe Vices 
that had been hitherto covered with the Shew of Virtues. 

The firlt A&ion by which he manifefted his Pride, was the 
difeardingof all thofe that belonged to the Royal Family, which, 
till his Time, was compofed of midling People and Plebeians ; 
and under Colour of greater Decency, he made his Nobles ferve 
him, even in the mean eft Employments of his Houfe. Hefhewed 
himielf but feldom to his Subjects, and only when it was ne- 
ceiEi ry to his Minillers and Servants, looking upon Retirement 
and Melancholy as a Part of Ma jelly ; and for thofe who obtain'd 
Leave to come into his Prefence, he invented new Obeyfances 
and Ceremonies, enlarging the Refpedl almoft to Adoration. 

Y He 
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He pervaded hirrtfeif, that he ha<l the entire Command of tin 
Lives and Liberties of his Subje'&s, and exerci&d great Cruelties 
to pelfwade others to 'the fame. 

He impofed new Taxes, without any pdblick Neceffity, at 
a certain Rate dn each Head of that vaft Number of Sxibjecls.; 



and exa&ed it with fo much Rigour, that even j)Oor Beggars 



were not exempted from the miferable Oppreflion, bringing to his 



Treafury fome mean Things, which were received, and then 
thrown away before their 'Faces. 

These violent Pra&ices made his People fear him: .But; as it 
is ufual'for Fear and 'Hatred to go together, fome Provinces re- 
belled 5 to reduce the which, ; he Went himfelf in Perfon ; be- 
ing fo jealous of his Authority, that he would not fufFer any 
other to command his Armies. Tho* it cannot be denied, but 
that he had a martial Inclination and Spirit : None refilled his 
Power, and maintained their -Rebellion, except r the Provinces 
of Mecboacan, ' Tlafcala, and Tepeaca. And he was wont to lay, 
a He did not fubdue them,' became he wanted thofe Enemies 
"to fupply him with Captives for the Sacrifices of his Gods." 
A Tyrant, even in what he' permitted, and what he did not 

puriilh. 

He had reigned fourteen Years when Cortex arrived on. his 
Coafts ; and the laft was full of Prefages, horrible, and won- 



derful Portents, which God either ordered, ordained, or .per- 
mitted, to crufh the Spirits of thofe fierce People, and ren- 
der that great Work lefs difficult to the Spaniards ; Provi- 
dence, by Degrees, difpofmg all Things towards it by fuch 
unlikely Means. 
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IV. 



^» Account of the fevered Prodigies, and Signs that 
iveye feen "i« Mexico, ^<?/or<? the Arrival of X^oxici \ 
from which ^ Indians apprehended, that the 

Ruin of their Empire drew mar. 




FTER knowing who Mot e^uma 
dition and Greatnefs of his Empi: 



and the Con- 
remains that 



aft, 



enquire into the Motives which caus'd that 
nd his Minifters fo obftinately to oppofe the preffin 



made by Hernan 




The firft Contrivance of the 



Devil, and the firft Difficulty in the Undertaking. 

A s foon as they had Notice of the Spaniards in Mexico, 

ft the Year be- 
an d 



when Juan de Grijalva arrived upon 



fore, feveral Prodigies , began to appear in this Country, 
very aftoniftiing Signs, which did in a manner aflure Mote%, 



that 



of his Emp 



drew 



and difcouraged both him and his Subjects 



and greatly terrified 



A 



Pyramid, which 



ppeared many. Nights, in Shape like 



g 



Midnight, advanced fl 



to 



gheft Part of the Heavens, where it vanifh'd at the Pre- 
fence of the Sun. 

Afterwards, at Midday, another Comet, or Exhalation, 
was feen to rife in the Weft, or like a fiery Serpent with three 
Heads, which ran fwiftly till it vanifhed in the Eaft, Mattering 
an infinite Number of Sparks that dy'd in the Air. 

The great Lake of Mexico overflowed its Banks, and with an 



extraordinary Impetuofity drowned 
feveral Houfes, with a iort of W 



try, carrying 
looked as if it 



had 



d 



u 



P 



tho' there were no Floods or f tor my Weather 



being abl 



1 they could attribute the Motion 
of their, Temples took Fire of it 



r 



felf, without their 



find 



Caufe of its burning 



Means 



guifl.1 the Flame. The very Stones were feen to b 



reduced 

ble Voices were heard in. the Air from dinx 



Id the End of that Monarchy 



ind 



fa 



me 



I 



Lamen- 
, which 

5 repeat- 
ed 
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ed in the Anfwers of their Idols ; the Devil pronouncing 
them what he could conjecture of thofe Natural Caufes which 
were in Morion, or as much as the God of Nature permitted 
him to know, who fometimes torments him by making him 
the Inftmment of Truth. 

Several Monfters of horrible Deformity, and never feen 
before,, were brought to the King"; which, .in his Opinion, 
had a Meaning, and denoted great, Misfortunes. And if they 



were called Monfters from demonftrating, or foreihewing 
Things to come, as the Ancients believ'd, who gave them that 
Name, it was not ftrange that they mould be held for Pre- 
fages among thofe barbarous People, where Ignorance and Su- 
perftition went hand-in-hand. 

Histories make mention of two very remarkable Accidents, 
which extremely troubled the Mind of Mote^uma ; nor are they 
fit to be omitted, ftnce they found Credit with Father Jojeph 
de Acofla, Juan Botero, and other Writers of Judgment and 



Authority. 

Certain Fimermen near the Lake of Mexico, took a mon- 
itions Fowl, of extraordinary Make and Greatnefs ; and ac- 
counting it a Novelty, prefented the fame to the King, Its 
Deformity was horrible; and on the Head of it was a mining Plate 
like a Looking-Glafs, from which the Sun reflecled a fort of dim 
and melancholy Light. Mote^uma obferved it, and drawing 
nearer to take a better View, faw within it a Representation of 
the Night, amidft whofe Obfcurity were feen fome Parts of the 
Heaven covered with Stars, and fo diiKnflly reprelented, that 
he turned his Eyes to the Sun, as one doubtful of the Day : 
and upon fixing his Eyes the fecond Time on that feeming 
Glafs, he fpy'd inftead of Night, what gave him greater Afto- 
nifhment; for there appear'd to his Sight an Army of Men that 
came from the Eaft, making a terrible Slaughter of his Subjects. 
He afiembled the Magicians and Priefts to confult about this 
Prodigy, and the Bird flood immoveable till many of them had 
tried the fame Experiment; but then it got away, and vanifn " 



in their Prelcncc, 



fage in its aftonifhing 



Flight 



few Days after a Country 



plain downright Man, who earneftly, and 
with myfterioii-; Inftanccs, prcls'd to have Audience of the 
King. He was introduced ro his Prcfence after various Con- 
futations, and having made his Obeyfance, without any Man- 
ner of Difturbancc or Fear, he fpoke to him in his ruftick 
Idiom, but with a kind of Freedom and Eloquence, which 

denoted 
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denoted a more than natural Tranfport, or that the Word 




his own, but were infpired, faying, " Yefterday in the Evening, 
Sir, being upon my Farm, employed in the Emprovement of 



my Land, I faw an Eagle of an extraordinary Magnitude 



ftoop'd down furioufly upon me, and, catching me be 
tween his Claws, carried me a great Way through the Air, till 
he fet me down near a fpacious Cave, in which was a Man in 
Royal Robes, fleeping amongft Diverlity of Flowers and Per- 
fumes, with a fcented Compolition burning in his Hand. I drew 
fomewhat nearer, and faw your Likenefs, or, perhaps, it was 
" yourfelf ; for I cannot affirm it, though, in my own Opinion, I 
" had my Senfes free. I was going to withdraw, being afraid, and 
" full of A we ; but an imperious Voice ftopp'd and frighted me 
" a-new, commanding me to take the burning Perfume out of 



u 



u 



a 



your Hand, and apply it to fome Part of your Thigh that 
uncovered. I refilled, as much as I could, to commit fuch 
a Piece of Wickednefs : But the fame Voice, in a terrible one, 
forced me to obey. Upon which, Sir, without being able to re- 
lift, and being made bold by Fear, I applied the burning Com- 
polition to your Thigh, and you endur'd the burning, with- 
out waking, or making any Motipn. I mould have thought 
you had been dead, but that your quiet Breathing mewed 
you to be alive, the Repoie exprefiing what was wanting 
" in the Senfes. Then that fame Voice (which feemed to be 
" formed in the- Air) faid to mtf ; Thus ileeps thy King, given 
" up to his pelights and Vanities, when he has the Anger of 
" his Gods upon him, and fo many Enemies, who come from the 
" other Part of the World to deftroy his Monarchy and Reli- 
" gion. Bid him awake, and prevent, if he can, the Miferies 
" and Calamities that threaten him. Scarce had he pronounced 
" thefe Words, which I bear deeply imprinted in my Memory 
when the Eagle took me up in his Tallons, and fet me down 
on my Land, without the Ieaft Hurt. And thus do I per- 
" form what the Gods have enjoin'd me. Awake, Sir, for 
" your Pride and Cruelty hath provok'd them : I fay again, 
" Awake, or take care how you fleep, iince the burning Sting 
of your Confcience does not rouze you ; nor can you be now 

ignorant, that the Cries of your People have reach'd Heaven 
" before they came to your Ears." 

Thpsf, or fuch like Words, did the Peafant deliver, or the 
Spirit, that fpoke in him, infpired him ; and turned his Back 
with fo much Refolution, that no Man durft flop him. Mo- 
te^ttma (in the firft Heat of his Pallion) was going to order 
him to be killed ; but was prevented by a new Pain he felt 

Z in 
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ifr his ihi$s M\te&h6> foundi and all faw the Mark of a frefti 
Biffiiiftg i \fahicn irarigg Saebt aftoiit&'d and madtf him thought 



M ; r Mi iHH ^fd^d to -cWftife the Penfant, by facrificing hira 
to aJ)peafe his' Gods. Thefe Admonitions proceeded from the 
Devil/ 1 and {hew'et the Wickednefs of their Original, as ferving 
rather to provoke a^ Man tVAhger and Obftinacy, than to bring 
hi m' ' Ve the Kndw'l edee 6f ' his Fault. ' But thofe Accidents 



nii^ta"- be impmv'd by the Credulity of thofe barbarous People, 



from 5 whole Matron: this Spaniard* had them in this Manner 
We"' do not : Mft ' on the Nicety of the Truth ; but do not 
think it unlikely, that the Devil fbould make ufe of fuch-iike 

Artifibes to fet Mote-ztima againft the Spaniards, and put what 
Stops : he could to the iritiroduSioh of the Gofpel. F or it is 



hb riii'gbt (fuppdmg tile Divine PermHIion in th 



e 



ufe 'of his knowledge) feign or form thoffe Phantoms and 




Apparidinns, or even make vifible " Bodies, by 
deriving the Air with a Mixture of the other Elements ; or, as 



often happens, he -might impofe upon the Senfes, and delude 
the Imagination ; of Avhfch we have fome Examples in the ho- 



ly Scriptures, which make what we find of the fame IS 



prophane HiAory trie more ; credible 

These and other portentous Signs', which were feen at 
M^Mco, and in fe veral Parts of the - Empire, had fo broke 
the'Spirit q£ ~Moi e^it'/ha, ahd fo difmayed the wife Men of his 
Council, that when the fecoiid Embafly from Cortex arrived, 
they concluded, that all the Ruin and Calamity with which they 
were* threatned, was come upon them. 

1*h!e Consultations were long, and the Opinions various. 
Some thought^ that thofe armed Strangers, coming at a Time 
of fo many Prodigies, ought to be treated as Enemies ; for thac 
either to admit, or truft them, would be oppofing the Will of 
their Gods, who had given them fo many Earnings before the 
Blow, in order to avoid it. Others, either out of Moderation 

■ 

or Fear, endeavoured to obftrucl the Breach, by extolling the 
Valour of the Strartgers, the Force of their Arms, and the 
Fiercenefs of their Horfes : And calling to Mind the Deftruc- 
ti'ort' and Slaughter they made at Tabafoo, (of which War they 
had prelently Notice;) and tho' they did not believe they were 
immortal, as the Fear of the Vanqui Hied had given out, yet did 
they not think them Creatures of their own Species, but found 
in them fbme Refemblance of their own Gods, by their Ma- 
nagement of Lightning, with which (in their Opinion) they 
fought, and by the Command they had over thofe Brutes, who 



ritood their Orders, and fought for 



MOTF.ZUMA 



J 
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MoHeZVMA heard them ; and taking a- Medium, between 
both Opinions j refolded a-bfolutely " to deny Cortex the /Liberty 



he 



a 



fked 



of coming to' Bis 



CoiTft ; commanding him imme- 





diately to leave thofe Coafts ; and at the fame Time fendin 
him another Prefent like the former, to oblige him to obey. 
But if that was not fufficient to ftop him, he refolded! to life 




raifffig a powerful Army 



of fueh Men, that they 
mould have fid Caufe to fear the like ili Succefs as that of Ta- 
bafco. For he was ferifible they ought not to defpife. the fmall 



Number of thofe Strangers^ in whofe prodigious Arms, and ex- 
traordinary Valour, there appeared fo many Advantages-; and 
more particularly when they arrived upon their Coaffcs, at fo 
calamitous a Time, and when fo many frightful Prodigies had 
appeared^ as feemed to magnify their Forces, lince they me- 
rited the Care, and Warning of their Gods. 





H 




P. V. 



Francifco de Montejo returns, having difcovered the 
Town of Quiabiftan. MotezumaV Amhaffadors 
arrive ^ and depart diffatisff d. Some Muttering 



happens 




the Soldiers, who incline to Mu- 



tiny ; and Hernan Cortez makes ufe of Artifice to 
appeafe them, 



H I L S T Mote^umas Court was taken up with thefe 
melancholy Reflections, Hernan Cortes endeavoured to 
get fome Account of the Country ; to gain the good 
Will of the Indians who repaired to his Quarters ; and 
to encourage his Men, endeavouring to infpire them with the 
fame great Hopes of which his own Heart allured him. At 
that Time Francifco de Montejo returned from his Voyage, ha- 
ving coalled fome Leagues up to the Northward, and difcover- 
ed a Town cadled Qiiiabiftan, fittiate in a fertile Soil, and well 
cultivated, near an anchoring Place, Or Bay, capacious enough, 
where, in the Opinion of the Pilots, the Ships might ride and 
be fecu re under the Shelter of fome great Rocks, which broke 
the Force of the Winds. This Place was diftant from St. Juan 

de 
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de Vlua about twelve Leagues : And Bernan Cortex began to 
look on it as commodious for him to remove his Quarters thi- 
ther : But before he came to any Refolution, Mote^umas An- 
fwer came. 

Teutile, with the principal Captains of his Troops, came 
with their little Perfuming Pans, burning Gum-Gopal. After 
the fmoaking Courtefies and Ceremonies were over, Teutile or- 
dered Motesgtma's Prefent to be produc'd ; which was fome- 
what lefs, but of the fame Sort of Goods, and Pieces of Gold, 
as came with the firft Embaffy : All that they brought particu- 
lar, was four green Stones, like Emeralds, called Chalcuites ; 
and Teutile told Cortex^ with a great deal of Gravity, that Mote- 
%um& fent thofe Stones to the King of Spain, as Jewels of an 
ineftimable Value : But that was not much regarded, as coming 
from thofe who held Glafs in fuch great Efteem. 

The Embafly was deliver'd in Terms refolute and difagree- 
able j and the Conclusion of it. was, to difmifs their Guefts, without 
iving 'them Leave to reply. Night drew on 5 and when Cortex 
began to return his Anfwer, the Jve-Maria Bell rung in that 
Barrack that ferved for a Chapel : He kneell'd down to fay that 
Prayer ; as did all the reft, after his Example. Their Silence and 
Devotion, ftruck the Indians with Admiration ; and Teutile 
alked Donna Marina the Meaning of that Ceremony. Cortes^ 
underftood it, and thought it proper to make ufe of that Op- 
portunity of fatisfying their Curiolity, to talk to them upon 
the Subject of Religion. Father Bartolome de Olmedo took it in 
hand, and endeavoured to fuit his Difcourfe to their Blindnefs, 
giving them fome fmall Light into the Myfteries of our Faith. 
He labour'd, with all his Eloquence, to make them underftand that 
there was but One God, the Beginning and End of all Things : 
That in their Idols they adored the Devil, the mortal Enemy 
of Mankind ; enforcing what he {aid with Reafons eafy to be 
comprehended : Which the Indians liftned to with lome fort 
of Attention, as if they were ienfible of the Force of Truth. 

Hernan Cortez made ufe of this Beginning to return to 
his Anfwer ; telling Teutile, That one of the Points of his Em- 
balTyj and the principal Motive which his King had to offer 
his Friendship to Motezjima, was, the Obligation Chriftian 

Princes lay under to oppofe the Errors of Idolatry, and the 
Defire he had toinftrucT: him in the Knowledge of the Truth, and 
to help him to get free from the Slavery of the Devil, the in- 
vincible Tyrant of his Kingdoms, who, in Reality, held him a 
Slave and Vaual, tho', in outward Appearance, he was fo 

powerful a Monarch. And that lince he came from fuch re- 
mote 
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mote Countries, upon Affairs of fuch Nature, and in the 
Name of another more powerful King, he could not omit ma- 
king new Efforts, and perfevering in his Xnftances, till he fhoitld 
prevail to be heard, fince he came on a peaceable Account, as 
appeared by the fmall Number of his Men, from which 
no Sufpicion could be had of greater Defigns. No fooner had 
Teutile heard the Refolution of Cortex^ than he ftarted up hafti- 
ly, and with fome fort of Impatience, between Anger and Con- 
fulion, told him, That hitherto the Great Mctezjtma had dealt 
courteoufly, treating him as a Gueft ; but that if he was re- 
folded to continue in that Opinion, it would be his own Fault 
if he found himfeif treated as an Enemy, and without ftaying 
for any other Anfwer, or fo much as taking Leave, he turned 
his Back, and went haftily out of his Prefence, followed by 
Vilpatoe, and the reft of his Attendance. Hernan Corte^ was a 
little ftartled at Teutile\ Proceeding ; but fo much Matter of 
himfeif, that turning to his People, more inclined to laugh, 
than to be concerned, " We lhall fee, fays he, where this Chah- 
u lenge will end : For we know already how their Armies fight. 
" And, for the moft part, Threats are the Effe&s of Fear/' 
And whilft they were gathering up the Prefent, he went on, 
laying, " Thefe Barbarians fhould not fo ealily prevail with the 
cc SpaniJJj Troops to retire ; for thofe Riches are to be looked up- 
" on as Gifts out of Seafon, which ftiew more Weaknefs than 
" Generality." Thus did he lay hold of all Opportunities, to 
encourge his People. And that very Night (tho ? it was not 
likely that the Mexicans Ihould have provided an Army to afTualt 
the Quarters) the Guards were doubled, looking upon that 
which was poffible, as likely to happen : For Commanders can 
never be too careful ; and many Times, that which feems fuper- 
lluous, is found to have been neceflary. 

A s foon as the Day appeared, they found a confiderable Al- 
teration, which gave them fome Difturbance ; for thole Indians 
which inhabited Pilpatocs Cabbins, were retired within the 
Land, and not a Man appeared in all the Country : They alfo 
kept away, who ufed to bring them Proviiions from the neigh- 
bouring Towns. Thefe Beginnings of Want (rather feared, 
than fuffered) were fufficient to make fome Soldiers begin 
to be uneafy, looking upon it as very unadvifed to think of 
fettling in that Country ; which Murmuring fome Friends of 
Diego Vclafque^ took the Advantage of, and began to exclaim, 
laying, without any Referve, in common Difcourfe, That 
Hernan Corte^hiid a Mind to deftroy them, and ambitioully pur- 
fued a Delign without a Force any way proportioned to the 

A a Under- 
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Undertaking : That the Intention of maintaining themfelves 
with fuch a Handful of People in the Dominions of fo power- 
ful a Prince, would be judged rafii by all Men : And that it 
was now neceffary for them all to demand to return to the 
Ifland of Cuba, in order to refit their Fleet, and reinforce the 
Army, and fo proceed upon that Undertaking with better Foun- 
dation. 

Bernan Cortez was informed of this, and making ufe of 
his Friends and Confidents, he endeavoured to enquire into the 
Opinion of the principal Part of his People ; and found that he 
had on his Side the moft in Number, and thofe of greateft 
Confequence. Upon which Security he fufFered himfelf to be 



feen by the M 



Perfon who fpoke in the Name 



of all the reft, and, with fome Heat and DifrefpecJt, told h 
r Ihat the Soldiers were very much diffatisfy'd, and upon the 
Point of laying afide all Obedience, having been informed that 
he defigned to profecute that Undertaking ; and that no body 
could blame them, for neither the Number of Men> Condi- 
tion of the Ships, nor their Referve of Provifions or Ammu- 

of War, had any Proportion with the Intent of con- 



quering fo large and powerful an Empire : That no Man had fo 



for himfelf, as to fubmit to be call away to pleafe 
another's Humour ; and that therefore it was now Time to con- 
sider of returning to the Ifland of Cuba, to the End that Diego 
Velafque^ might reinforce his Fleet, and take this difficult Enter- 
prize in hand upon better Advice, and with a greater Force. 

Her nan Cortez heard him, without feeming offended, 
as he might have been, both with the Propofal, and the Man- 
ner of delivering it ; on the contrary, he anfwered him, 
a compofed Voice and Countenance,) That he was obliged t 
for the Advice, becaufe he did not know that the Soldiers were. 
difTatisfied, but rather believed they were well contented, and 
delirous to go on ; for in that Enterprize none could complain 
of Fortune but thofe that were weary of being happy : Fir ft, 
a Voyage, without any ill Accidents, favoured by the Winds 
and Seas ; Succeffes, fuch as their Hearts could wilfi ; the remar- 

£tory at Tabafco, and 



ble Favours of 



in that Country where they were, fb much good 
Profperity ; were not Prefages that could any ways dilcourage 
them. Nor was it very much for their Honour to defift from 
that Delign before they had feen the Face of Danger, efpecialiy 
confidering that Difficulties are wont to appear greateft at a 
Diftance, and what the Imagination magnifies, vanifhes as it 

.In 



draws 
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draws near : But that if* the Soldiers were already fo deje£ted 



d fearful, (as he faid,) 



uld be 



Folly 



depend upon 



them in fo difficult an Enterprize ; and therefore he would imme 
diately confider of returning to thelflandof Cuba, as had been pro 
pofed ; confeffing that the Knowledge of the private Soldiers 



being pofTelfed with that Notion , did 



make fuch 



Im 



predion upon him, as it did to find it fupported by the Advice 



of his 



ds. With thefe and other like Words he at that 



Time fr unrated the Intention of thofe prejudiced Mutineers 



th 




em any thi 




defire. till the Time fhould 



undeceive them; and with this difTembled Artifice, ( 



Subtility which Prudence fometimes 



) he made believe 



he 




ay 



the Execution of his Deng 



that he might return with the greater Force to 




ft 




4y 






H 





VI. 



P 

The Return to Cuba is given out* The Soldiers, 
prepared by Cortez, exclaim againft it. The Ca* 
zique of Zempoala fues for his Friend/hip; and, 
in fine, they make a Settlement. 




O O N after Diego de Orda^ and thofe of his Party 
had left Her nan Corte^, he gave Directions for pub- 
liming the Return to the Illand of Cuba,^ and order- 
ed the Captains mould embark with their refpe&ive 
Companies on Board the Veffels under their Command, and be 
ready to fail the next Day early in the Morning ^ But no 
fooner was this Refolution publilhed among the Soldiers, than 
thofe who were underhand gained to the General's Intereft 

That Hernan Corte^ had 

leceived them, making them believe they were going to fettle 
in that Country ; that they would not leave it, or 



began to ftir in the Affair, crying out 



return to 



the Illand of Cuba; adding, 



that if he had a Mind to retire, he 
might do it with all fuch as were willing to follow him, for 
they could not want fome Gentleman that would take upon 

him to command them. 

Tins Clamour encreafed fo much, and was fo well managed, 

that it brought over many of thofe that had been forced over, or 

perfwaded 
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perfwaded into the contrary Opinion ; and Corte^s Friends,- who 
had flirred up one Part, were obliged to appeafe the other : 
They commended their Refolution, and offered to fpeak to 
Cortex to fufpend the Execution of his Order. And before thi 
Ardour of theirs cooled, they went to him, attended by many 
of the Soldiers, in whofe Prefence they acquainted him loudly^ 
That the Troops were upon the Point to Mutiny, on Account 
of his Order, complaining (or pretending to complain) that 
he had taken fuch a Refolution, without the Advice of his 
Captains. They laid it before him as a Dilhonour, unbecoming 
Spaniards, to quit their Undertaking on the firft Rumours of 
Difficulty, and to turn their Backs before they had drawn their 
Swords. They put him in Mind of what had happened to 
Juan de Grijalva ; that all the Difpleafure of Diego de Felajquc^ 
was occafioned by his not making a Settlement in the Land 
he difcover d, and maintaining himfelf there ; for which Aflion 
he was treated as a pufillanimous Perfon, and the Command of 
the Fleet taken from him. Laftly, they told him what he 
himfelf had dictated, to which he hearkened as to fomething 
new : And fuffering himfelf to be entreated and perfwaded, he 
did what he defired, giving them to underftand that he was con- 
vinced ; and fa id he had been mifinformed ; that fome of thofe 
who were principally concerned in theSuccefs of the Undertaking, 
(whom he did not name,- to make the greater Myftery of the 
Matter,) had allured him that all the Men cried out to leave 
that Country, and return to the Ifland of Cuba; and that as 
he had taken that Refolution (contrary to his own Opinion) to 
pleafe his Soldiers, he would ftay with much more Satisfac- 
tion, fmce he found them better difpofed for the Service of the 
King, and to difcharge the Duty of good Spaniards; but that 
they muft know he would not have Soldiers againlt their Inclina- 
tions ; nor was War an Employment for thofe that were for- 
ced to it ; that whofoever thought lit to return to the Ifland of 
Cuba, might freely do it, and that he would immediately give 
Orders to provide Veflels and Provifions for the Voyage of all 
fuch as were not willing to follow his Fortune. This Refolu- 
tion met with great Applaufe : Their Acclamations rung with 
the Name of Cortex : The Air was filled with Noife and Hats, 
lifter the Manner Soldiers are wont to exprefs their Satisfaction : 
Some rejoiced becaufe they were of that Opinion, and others 
that they might not be diftinguiflied from thofe who approved 
the bell:. No one was fo bold at that Time as to contradict 
the making of a Settlement ; nor did thofe very Men, who had 
been the Malecontents, know what to fay for themfclvcs; but 

Reman 
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Hernan Corte^ admitted of fuch Excufes as they could offer, 
without enquiring further into the Affair, laying that up for a 
better Opportunity. 

It happened at this Time, that whiift Bemal Diaz, del Caftillo 
with another Soldier, were Centinels at one of the Avenues, 
they fpy'd five Indians coming along the Way next the Sea-lide, 
towards the Quarters, and thinking them too fmall a Number 
to alarm the Army, they fuffer'd them to draw near. They 



ftopp'd at a little Diftance, and gave to underftand by Signs, 



that they came in a peaceable Manner with a Meffage to their 
General. Bemal Dia^ went with them, leaving his Comrade in 
the fame Poft to obferve if any more followed. Hernan Corte^ 
received them very civilly, ordering them to be well treat- 
ed before he heard them, and obferved they feem'd to be of 
another Nation, as differing from the Mexicans in their Habit, 
though like them they had Rings in their Ears and Lips, with 



jewels hanging to them ; which, tho' they were of Gold, were a 
Deformity,, inftead of an Ornament. 

Their Language alfo had a different Sound ; till Aguilar and 



Donna Marina coming, it appeared that they fpoke in a different 



Idiom ; and it was good Luck that one of them underftood, and 




with fome Diffi culty pronounced the Mexican Language ; 
which Means, and not without fome Trouble, it appeared, 
that they were fent by the Lord of Zempoala (a Province at a 
fmall Diftance) to vifit the Captain of thofe valiant People; 
whofe great Anions in the Province of Tabafco had reached his 
Ears ; and being a warlike Prince, and a Friend to brave Men, 
he defired his Friendihip, very much magnifying the Value 
their Mafter had for good Soldiers, as one who doubted leaft 
they fhould attribute that to his Fear, which founded better as 
the Effect of his Inclination, 

Hernan Cortez very courteouily accepted of the good 
Correfpondence and Friendlliip propofed to him on the Part of 
their Cazique, looking on it as a particular Favour of Heaven, 
that this Embaffy fhould arrive at a Time when the Mexicans 
had left him, of whom he was now grown jealous ; and he 
put the more Value upon it, when he underftood that the Pro- 
vince of Zcmpoala was in the Road to that Place, which Francifco 
de Montejo difcovered from the Coaft, whither he was then 
thinking to remove his Quarters* He afked the Indians fome 
Queftions, to inform himfelf of the Inclination and Forces of 
the Cazique- One of them was, how it came to pafs, that 
they (being fo near) had fo long delayed coming with this Pro- 
pofal. To which they anfwered, that thofe of Zempoala had 

B b nothing 
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nothing to do where the Mexicans appeared, whofe Cruelties 
were ill brooked by thofe of their Nation. 

This Intelligence was not difagreeable to Hernan Cortex ; and 
diving farther into it with fome Curiolity, he underftood that 
Motequma was a cruel Prince, abhorred for his Pride and Tyran- 
ny ; that many of his People were fubjeft out of Fear ; and 
that fome Provinces thereabouts were delirous to free themfelves 
from his Yoke. This made his Power appear the lefs formida- 
ble ; and feveral Sorts of Stratagems came into his Head, and 
Means of encreafing his Army, which gave him fome fort of 
confufed Encouragement. The farffc that occurr'd, was to take 
Part with thofe affli&ed People ; and that it would not be diffi- 
cult or unreafonable to form a Party againft a Tyrant among 
his own Rebels. So he reafoned then ; and it fell out after- 
wards accordingly, it being verified (by a frelh Example) in 
the Ruin of that fo powerful an Empire, that the greateft 
Strength of a King confifts in the Love of his Subjects. He 
immediately difmifs d thofe Indians with fome Gifts, in Token 
of Friendfhip ; and told them he would foon go and pay their 
Matter a Vifit, in order to eftablifh a Friendfhip, and ftand by 
him, in cafe he mould have any Occafion for his Aififtance. 

His Intent was to pafs through that Province, and take a 
View of Quiabiflan, where he had Thoughts of fixing his firft 
Settlement, by Reafon of the good Account he had received of 
its Fertility. But it behov'd him for other Ends, which were 
then in Agitation, to haften the forming of his finall Corpora- 
tion in thofe very Quarters, altho' he was to remove the Peo- 
ple to a Place more commodious. He communicated his Refo- 
lution with thofe Captains that were his Confidents ; and ha- 
ving, by this Means, fmoothed the Way for what he had to pro- 
pofe, he aftembled the Men, in order to name the Officers of 
the new Government. At which fhort Conference, thofe who 
were acquainted with the Mind of Cortex prevailed ; and Alonfo 
Hernandez Portocarrero, and Francifco de Montejo, were appointed 
Alcaldes ; Alonfo Davila, Pedro and Alonfo de Alvarado, and Gon* 
zjilo de Sandoval were Regidores : The chief Alguazil and Pro- 
curator-General were Juan de Efcalante and Francifco Alvare^ 
Cbico. They alfo appointed the Clerk of the Council, with 
other inferior Officers ; and having taken the accuftomed Oath, 
to obferve Reafon and Juftice, according to their Duty, for 
the greater Service of God and the King, they took PofTe£ 
lion, and began to exercife their Employments with the accufto- 
med Solemnity, calling their new Settlement by the Name of 
Villa Rica de la Vera Cru^ which Title it preferved in the fame 

Place 
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Place where it was fixed, being called Villa Rica, in Remem- 
brance of the Gold they had feen in that Country, and that of 
La Vera Cru^ in Acknowledgement of their landing there on 
the Friday of the Crofs, or Good-Friday. 

Her nan Cortez was prefem at thefe Functions, as one of 



that Corporation, appearing then as a private Perfon among 
the reft of the Inhabitants : And tho' he could not eafily lay 
aiide that Kind of Superiority which is wont to confift in the 
RefpecT: which others pay, he endeavoured to fupport the Au- 



ty of thefe new Minifters, by the RefpecT: he paid 



1 



thereby to induce the reft the better to obey them. Which 
fort of Modefty was founded upon Policy ; for the Authority 
of that Council, and the Submiihon of thofe that were under 
them, was of much Confequence to him, to the End that the 
Sword of Juftice, and the Voice of the People, might fupply 
the Defecl: of his Military Jurifdi&ion, which relided in him by 
Delegation from Diego Velafque^ and was, in Truth, revoked, 
and then flood upon too weak a Foundation to enter upon fo 
difficult an Enterprize : A Defecl: which gave him great Trou- 
ble ; for he was obliged very often to diflemble with thofe that 

obeyed him, and was check'd in his own Refolution of 



akjng others obey 




H E next Day in the Morning the Council met, un- 
der Colour of confuting about fome Points relating 

to the Prefervation and Augmentation of their new 
Settlement ; and foon after Hernan Cortex delired Ad- 
mi tt&nce to propofe an Affair qf the fame Sort. The Council 
rofe up to receive him ; and he paying his Refpedls to the Ma- 
giftracy of the Town, wentapd took his Seat immediately next 
to the Jirft Regidor, and fpojce to this Effe£l 




Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, u Since, by the Mercy of God, we have in this 



cc 



cc 



cc 



CC 



the Perfon of the King reprefented, before whom 
ght to difcover our Hearts, and fpeak without Artifice 



hich is the Vaftalage, wherein Men of Worth pay him 



Cc 



cc 




of the Means of eftablilhing this new Corporation, happy a 
ready in depending upon your Direction. It will not be fo- 
reign to the Purpofe to inform you of my Thoughts and Re- 
folutions, that you may not aa upon any ill-founded Sup- 
pofitions, which may oblige you to reafon afrelh, and take 
new Meafures. This Town, which to Day begins to rife un- 
der the Prote£tion of your Government, is founded in a 
Country unknown, and full of People, where we have al- 



greateft Acknowledgement ; I come into your Prefence, as if 
I appeared before his, without any other Delign than that 
of his Service, in which fort of Zeal you will allow me the 
u Ambition of not being your inferior. You are confide 

cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 

cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 

cc 
cc 

cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 



ready feen fome Signs of Reiiftance, fufficient to make us belie\ 
that we are engaged in a difficult Enterprize, where we Ilia 
ftand in equal Need of Heads and Hands, and where very 
ofcen Force muft profecute what Prudence has began. This 
is not a Time to depend on politick Maxims, or unarmed 
Counfels. Your firft Care muft be to preferve this Army, 
which ferves you as a Rampart; and 'tis my foil Duty to in- 
form you, that it is not at this Time in fuch a Condition as 
is requifite to . entruft it with- our Security, and our Hopes. 
You very well know, that I command this Army, without 
any other Commillion than by tjie Appointment of Diego 



Fclafquezi ; which was recalfd foon after it had been g 
rac. I lay afide the Injury he did me by his Miftrutt 



mg 



cc 



Affair: But I cannot deny, but that the Military 
Power, which we fo much ftand in need of, is lodged at pre- 
fent in me, contrary to the Inclination of him who gave it, 
u and is founded on a Title of Force, . which cannot conceal the 
u Weakncfs of its Original. The Soldiers are not ignorant of 
u this Defe£t; nor am I fo mean fpirited, as to delire to 

cc 

i c 

cc 

cc 
cc 

cc 
cc 



command them with fuch Authority as may be queftioned : 
Nor is the Enterprize we have in hand of fuch a Nature, as 
to enter upon it with an Army that rather obeys out of mere 
Cnftom, than for that it is under a reafonable Obligation of 
Obedience. It belongs' to you, Gentlemen, to apply the Re- 
medy to this Inconveniency ; and the Council which at pre- 
fent reprefents our l£ing, may, in his Royal Name, provide 

vcrnment of his Troops, by chilling a Perfon free 
Exceptions. There arc feveral Perfons in this Army 

" capable 



iuch 
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pable of that Employment ; and it will be much better 



CC 



beftow'd on any one that may have another Sort of 
thority, or that may receive it at your Hands. I, from this 
Moment, quit all Right which could accrue to me by Poffef- 
fion, and deliver back into your Hands the Title by which I 
" have held it, that you may conlider with all imaginable 
" Freedom upon your Election : And I can allure you that all 
my Ambition folely tends to promote the good Succefs of 
our Undertaking ; and that I can, without offering the leaft 
Violence to my felf, take up a Pike with that Hand which 
lays down the Staff of a General ; for if in War Men 



command by obeying, there are alfo Cafes, in which ha 



a 



a 



ving commanded, teaches them how to obey 
This faid, he threw upon the Table the Commiffion given 
him by Diego Velafque^ kifs'd the Truncheon, and delivering 
it into the Hands of the Alcaldes, retired to his Barrack. It is 
likely he was under no Uneafinefs about the Event ; for he 
had fo difpofed Matters, that he adventured but little in the 
Refolution. But it muff, be confefs'd, that the Remark was 
much like a Gentleman, and no lefs commendable the Art he 
nfed to fupply the Defe£t. in his Authority. The Council 
foon refolv'd upon the Election ; ' for fome, it is likely, had 
confidered what they were to propofe, and others had nothing 
to reply. They all voted to admit the Resignation of Cortex ; 
but that he ought to be obliged to take upon him the Com- 
mand of the Army again ; the Town giving him his Com- 



ifion in the Name of the King, during the Time, and in 



the Interim, until His Majefty fhould otherwifc order. And 
they refolved to communicate the new Election to the People, 
either to fee how they would receive it, or that indeed they 
were fatisfied of their Approbation. 



The People were called together by the Voice of a 



Cryer; and the Renunciation of Cortex publilhed, with the Re- 
folution of the Council : And they received luch Applaufe as 
was either hoped or concerted. Great were the Acclamations 
and Rejoicings of the People. Some congratulated the Council 
on their good Election : Others demanded Cortex, as if he had 
been denied them : And if any were of a contrary Opinion, they 
either diffembled their Content by Acclamations, or took care 
not to be remarkable by their Silence. This Work being over, 
the Alcaldes and Regidores went with the greateft Part of thofe 
Soldiers (who now reprefented the Town's People) to the Quar- 
ters of Heman Corte^, and acquainted him, That the Town of 

Villa Rica de la Vera Cruz had, in the Name of the King Don 

C c Carlos^ 
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Gsr/or, with the Confent and Approbation of the Inhabitants, 
in full Council, chofen and appointed him General of the Ar- 
my 'of New Spain ; and in cafe it were necelfary, did require and 
command him to take upon him that Poll, it being convenient for 
the publick Good of the Town, and his Majefty's greater Service. 

Hern an Cortez accepted the new Command (for fo he 
called it, to diftinguifh it even by Name from that which he 
had renounced) with great Civility and Refpedt ; and now began 
to govern the Troops with another kind of Authority and inward 
Security, which had its Effect in the Obedience of the Soldiers. 
The Dependents upon Diego Velajque^ refented this Alcera- 



tion in a very indifcreet Manner ; for they could not difguife 



their Vexation, nor would they give way to the Current which 
they were not able to Item. They endeavoured to invalidate the 



Authority of the Council, and calt Reflections on Cortex^ blaming 
his Ambition, and talking with Contempt of thole that were 
deceived, and did not know it. And as Scandal has its hidden 
Poiion, and an unknown Power over the Inclination of the 
Ears, it fpread in their Converfations, where there wanted not 
fome who hearken'd to, and endeavoured to foment it. 

Hern an Cortez did all that lay in his Power to remedy 



this Inconvenience in the Beginning, apprehending it might ©c- 



cafion fome Commotion among People who were eafily Itirred 
up. He had already found by Experience how little his Patience 
avail'd, and that gentle Means produc'd contrary Effects, ren- 
dring the Evil worfe; and therefore refolv'd to make ufe of Se- 
verity, which generally has the beft Effect upon the infolent. 
He ordered Diego de Orda^, Pedro Efcudero, and Juan Velaf- 
que^ de Leon, to be feized, publickly carried on Board the Fleet, 
and put in Irons. This Action ftruck a great Terror into the 
Troops ; and it was his Delign to improve it, declaring in a very 
poiitive and refoiute Manner, that he feized them as feditiou; 
Perfons, and Difturbers of the publick Peace ; and that he- 
would proceed againft them, and make them pay for their Ob- 
ftinacy with the Lofs of their Heads. In which Severity, whe- 
ther real or affected, he continu'd fome Days, without proceed- 
ing to the Rigor of Juftice : For he rather defired to reform, 
than to punifh them. At firft he fuffer'd none to go near 
them ; but afterwards he, by way of Toleration, permitted it, 
artfully making ufe of this Permiffion, to make way for fome 
of his Confidents to endeavour to reduce, and bring them to 
Reafon ; which in Time they compaifed, he fuffering himfelf to be 
pacified with fuch a Shew of Authority, that he made them his 
Friends; and they {food by him in" all the Accidents which 



afterwards befci him. 
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VIII. 

77j? Spaniards ; .Fto fails for 



Quiabiflan. 



They 



enter Zempoala in their 



fVi v) ; where the Cazique makes them welcome ; and 
they receive frefh Accounts of the Tyrannies . 
Motezuma. 




S foon as the aforefaid Per Ions were imprifon'd, Pe- 
dro de Alvarado was ordered out with a hundred 
Men, to view the Country, and bring in fome Pro- 
vilions ; for now they began to be fenfible of the 
Want of thofe Indians who ufed to provide the Army. They 
were ordered to commit no Hoftility, nor make ufe of their 

but in cafe of Neceflity, if they mould be obliged to 





defend themfelves, or much provoked \ and he had the good 
Luck to perform it in that Manner, with little Trouble. At a 
fmall Diltance he came into fome Habitations, or Farms, the In- 
habitants whereof left all they had to him, and fled into' the 
Woods. They found the Houfes deferted, but well provided 
with Hens, Indian Corn, and other Provilions ; and without 
doing any Damage, either to the Houfes or their Furniture, 
the Soldiers took what they had Occafion for, as acquired 
the Right of Neceflity, and returned to their Quarters, loaded 
and well pleafed. 

Heir nan Cortez immediately difpofed his March, as he had 
refolvcd, and the Ships fet fail for the Bay of (jhtiabijhn; and 
he followed by Land, taking the Road of Zempoala keeping the 
Coaft on his Right Hand, and fending out a Party before to 
difcover the Country, providing very conhderately againlt all 
Accidents which might happen in a Country, where Security 
w it be blamed as a Negle£t. 

I N few Hours they reached the River of Zempoala, ( 
which they afterwards founded the City of Vera Cru-^;) an 
reafon it run deep, they were obliged to get fome Canoes, 
and other Veflels of Filhermen, which they found upon the 
Shore, in which the Soldiers palled over, making their Horfes 
1 w i 
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Having overcome this Difficulty, they arrived at fome 
.Hoiiies in the DiftricT: of Zempoalci, /as. they afterwards, found ;) 
and . they took it for no good Sign to . rind thempiiot only for- 
faken by the Indians, but alfo without either Furniture or Pro- 
vifions, betokening a premeditated and concerted Flight; only 
they left in their Temples feveral Idols, with various Inftruments, 
or Knives made of Flint, and fome miferable Remains of human 
Victims, fcattered upon the Ground, which at the fame Time 

mov'd Compaffion and Horror. 

Here they firft faw (and not without Admiration) the 
Mexican Books, of which we have already made mention. 
There were three or four of them in the Temples, which, 'twas 
thought, contained the Rites of their Religion, made of a Ion 
Skin, or varnifhed Cloth, which they folded in equal Doub- 
lings, io that every Fold made a Leaf, and, altogether, made 
up the Volume, like ours to the outward Appearance ; and for 
the Letters, they were written or painted with that kind of Ima- 
gery or Cyphers ufed by the Painters of Teutile. 

The Army was prefently quartered in the beft Houfes, and 
patted the Night fomewhat incommodioufly, their Arms in 
Readinefs, with Centinels at a convenient Diftance, by whofe 
Watching, the reft might take fome reft. 

The next Day they continu'd their March in the fame Or- 
der, along the moft beaten Road, which turned off to the 
Weft ward, leading further from the Shore ; and during the 
whole Morning they faw no Perfon, of whom to gain Intelli- 
gence, nor ought but a fufpicious Solitude, whofe very Silence, 
made a Noife in their Imagination, and gave them Uneafinefs ; 




till entring into fome very delightful Meadows, they difcovered 
twelve Indians,, who were coming in fearch of Hcrnan Corte-%, 
with a Prefent of Hens, and Bread made of Indian Corn, fent 
him by the Cazique of Zempoala, very earneftly entreating him 
not to fail of coming to his Town, where he had provided 
Quarters for his Men, and where he fhould be more plentifully 
entertained. 

By thefe Indians he underftood that the Cazique's Residence 
was at a Town one Sun's Diftance from that Place, which, in 
their Language, fignified the fame as one Day's March ; for 
they underftood not the Divilion of Leagues, but meafured 
Diftance by Suns, counting the Time, and not the Paces. 

Coptez difmifs'd fix of the Indians with many Thanks for 
the Prefent and Offers, keeping the other fix to lhcw him the 
Way, and afk them fome Qiieftions; for he was not entirely 

fatisfied 
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fatisfied of the Sincerity of this kind Treatment, which being 
fo much unlooked for, feemed the lefs to be depended on. 

That Nighc they halted in a fmali Village thin of Inhabi- 
tants, who feemed very delirous to entertain the Spaniards well : 
And by the Behaviour of thefe People, the Spaniards judged that 
their Nation was inclined to Peace ; nor were they deceived in 
their Opinions, tho' People are eafily inclined to flatter them 



felves. In the Morning the Army moved towards Zempoala, 



following the Guides with all neceflary Caution ; and at the 
Declining of the Day (being now near the Town) there came 
twenty Indians forth to receive Cortex, well drefTed after their 
Faihion ; who, after having pay'd their Refpe&s, faid, Their 



Cazique did not come out with them, by reafon of fome Im- 



pediment, and had therefore fent them to pay that Refpect on 
his Part, being very delirous to be acquainted with fuch va- 
liant Guefts, and to receive into his Friendiliip thofe whom 
he already held in his Efteem. 

The Town was large, and of a beautiful Profpe£t, lituated 
between two Rivers, which fertilized the Country, defcending 
from fome Mountains at a fmall Diffance, which were covered 
with Trees, and of an eafy Afcent. The Buildings were of 
Stone, covered or adorn'd with a fort of Lime, very white and 
mining, and "made a pleafmg and noble View at a Diftance, in- 
lorn uch, that one of the Scouts, who was fent before, re- 
turn'd in halle, crying aloud, That the Walls were of Silver ; 
which Miftake made much Sport in the Army, and, perhaps, 
fome did then believe it, who afterwards made a Jell of his 
Credulity. 

The Squares and Streets were filled with an innumerable 
Company of People, who came to fee the Entry, without any 
Arms that could give them the leaft Sufpicion, or any other 
Noife than that which ufually proceeds from a Multitude. 
The Cazique came out to the Gate of his Palace ; and his Im- 
pediment was a monftrous Fatnefs, which opprefled and dif- 
figured him. He drew near with fome Difficulty, fupported 
the Arms of fome noble Indians, to whom he feemed to owe 
all his Motion. His Habit was a Mantle of fine Cotton flung 
over his naked Body, enriched with various Jewels and Pen- 
dants, which alfo he wore in his Ears and Lips : A Prince of 
a very extraordinary Make, in whom Weight and Gravity 
agreed notably well. It was necelTary for Cortex to put a Stop 
to the laughing of the Soldiers ; and as he had Occalion to put 
a Reftraint upon himfelf, he gave the Order with a forced Se- 
verity. But as foon as the Cazique began his DiCcourfc, re- 




Dd 



ceiving 
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ceiving Corte^ with his Arms, and welcoming the reft of the 
Captains, he ihewed his good Senfe, and by the Ears gained 
the RefpecT: of the Eyes. He fpoke to the Purpofe, and ftiort- 
ned his Compliments with RefpecT: and Difcretion, bidding Ccr- 
ten retire to Reft after his Journey > and quarter his Men ; after 
which he would vifit him in his Quarters, and talk more at Lei- 
fure about their common Interefts. 

Ke had provided Quarters in fquare Courts, which had ma- 
ny great Chambers, where they were all accommodated with 
fufticient Room, and plentifully furnilh'd with all they had 
Occalion for. After which the Cazique made way for his Vifit, 
by fending a Prefent of Jewels of Gold, and other Curiofities, 
to the Value of about two thoufand Pefo's, and foon after 
came himlelf, with a fplendid Attendance, in a Chair carried on 
the Shoulders of the Chief of his Family ; and at that Time, it 
is likely, the ftrongeft, had that Honour. Cortex went forth to 
receive him, attended by his Captains ; and giving him the 
Precedence, and the Right Hand, retired with him and his In- 
terpreters ; for he thought it convenient to talk to him without 
"VVitneffes. After having made him the ufual Speech, about 
the Intent of his Coming, the Grandeur of his King, and the 
Errors of Idolatry, he proceeded to tell him, That one of the 
Defigns of thofe valiant Troops was to redrefs Wrongs, puniih 
Violence, and to take Part with Juftice and Reafon ; having 
touch'd upon that Point on purpofe to draw him in, by Degrees,, 
to complain of Motezttma, and to difcover (according to the In- 
formation he had received) what Advantages might be expected 
from that Mifunderftanding. It prefently appear'd, by the 
Change of his Countenance, that he had touched the Sore ; 
and before he refolved on an Anfwer, he began to figh, as one 
concerned at the Difficulty of complaining ; but he overcame 
his Pallion, and breaking out into Lamentations of his Unhap- 
pinefs, told him, That all the Caziques of the neighbouring 
Countries were under a milerable and Ihameful Slavery, groan- 
ing under rhe Opprellions and Tyrannies of Mote^uma, without 
fumcient Force to free themfelves, or Courage to think on a 
Remedy ; that he caufed himfelf to be ferved and adored by 
his Subjects like one of his Gods; and would have his Violences 
and Injuries reverenced like the Decrees of Heaven : But that it 
was not his Defign to engage him in adventuring to fupport 
them, becaufe Mote^uma was too powerful and ftrong for him 
to refolve (on fo fmall Obligation) to declare himfelf his Ene- 
my ; nor would it be civil in him to ask his Friendfhip, and 
fell 10 fmall a Service at fo great a Price. 

He r na n 
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Hex nan Coiitez endeavoured to comfort him* letting him 

know that he Ihould little regard Mote^umas Power, having ] 



d a natural Predominancy 



bliged 



pa 



ft 



on 



Quiabifl 



but 
the Op- 



preflcd and Needy fhould find him, and all who, havin_ 
fon on their fide, flood in need of his Arms; which he might 

(Turing them 



communicate 



his Friends and Confede 



Mote^uma Ihould ceafe to opprefs them, or fhould 



be able to compafs 



Ma 



ey 



both took 



he under 
and Her 



their Def< 



of h 



ly well pleafed 



g gained the good Will of 



prepared 
Caziq 



himfelf at the happy Profpe£l 



which from thofe far diftant Views in his Ima 
began now to appear pofhbl 
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IX. 



The Spaniards purfue their March from Zempoala 



to Quiabiflan. An Account 




what pajfed at 



their Entrance into that Town ; where they find 
frejh Relations of the Uneafinefs of thofe Provinces ; 
and the j take fix of MotezumaV Officers. 




N the Army 



dy to march, they found 



four hundred Indians of Burden provided to carry 
their Cloak-Bags and 
du£t the Artillery ; which was 



d 



y great Eafe to 

d look'd upon as an extraordinary RelpccT: of the 

que, till they underftood from Donna Marina, that among 

flals it was a common Practice to a ill It the 

■ 

Armies of their Allies with that fort of human Baggage-Car- 
riers, which in their Language they called Tamenes, and were 



fe Lords of 



five or lix Leagues with two or three Arrobas 



is 



Quarters of an hundred Weigh 



Country 



y \t ere entring upon, was pleafant and delightful, Part of 



gre 



d the red cultivated with Grain : at 



Spaniards went on 



rful and diverted 



joicing at their goot 
a Country. At the Sc 



f 



in inarching 



fo plentifi 



they found theififc 



near 
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near a little Village, unpeopled, where they ftaid to avoid the 
Incon veniency of entring Quiahiflan by Night, at which they 
arrived the; next Day by Ten in the Morning. 

The Buildings appeared at a large Diftance on an Eminence 
of Rocks, which feemed to ferve inltead of a Wall ; a Situation 
naturally ftrong, the Avenues narrow, and fleep, which they 
found without Refinance, yet they entered with Difficulty. 

The Cazique had retired with the Inhabitants, to diicover 
at a Diftance the Intentions of our People ; and the Troop: 
took poneftion of the Town, without finding any Perfon from 
whom they could get the leaft Information, till coming to a 
Square, where the Indians had their Temples, there came out 
fourteen or fifteen Indians to meet them, handfomely dreffed 
after their Manner, with Abundance of Cringes and Perfumes, 
continuing their Civilities for fome Time, with an afYe£ted Se- 
curity and Civility, endeavouring to cover their Fear with Re-^ 
lpe.£l, and Motions of the Mfl4 which are pretty much alike in 

Appearance, and hard to be diftinguiihed. Hernan Cortex en- 
couraged them by his Carefles, and gave them fome Beads of 
blue and green Glafs; a fort of Coin, which, for the Effects 
it had, began to be valued even among thofe who knew it. With 
which good Treatment they recovered from the Fright which they 
difTembled, and gave him to underftand, that their Cazique had 
withdrawn himfelf to avoid beginning a War, by putting himfelf 
on Jiis Defence, or adventuring his Perfon, by trufting to armed 
Troops which he did not know ; and by that Example it was 
impoffible to hinder the Flight of the Inhabitants, who were 
under lels Obligations to run themfel\ r es into Danger ; an Ac- 
tion to which they had offered themlelves, as being People of 
better Falhion ana* greater Bold nefs : But that as foon as they 
mould be fenlible of the Goodnefs of fuch honourable Guefts, 
they Would immediately return to their Houfes, and account 
it a very great Happinefs to ferve and obey them. Hernan 
Corte^ gave them frelh Aflu ranees ; and w hi lit they were gone 
with this News, he gave ftricl: Orders to the Soldiers to treat 
the Indians well ; who mewed the Confidence they had in the 
Spaniards fo quickly, that that very Night fome Families re- 
turned, and in a little Time the Town was filled with its Inha- 
bitants/ 

Some Time after* the Cazique returned, bringing with him 
the Cazique o£Z<empoala to befriend him. They both came in 
Litters on the Shoulders of Men. He of Zcmpoala made a hand- 
fom6 ;E^culfes for his Neighbour; and after fome ftiort Difcourfe 
they 'themfolvcs introduced their Complaints of Motewma, 

recounting 




■ 

Book II. of Mexico, or New Spaing io 

recounting with great Warmth, and fometimes with Tears, his 
Tyrannies and Cruelties, the Mifery of their People, and De- 
fpair of their Nobles ; to which the Cazique of Zempoala added 
the utmoft Aggravation ; " ThisMonfter is fo proud and fie 




" that befides his empoverifhing us by his Tributes, and raifin 
" his Wealth out of our Calamities, he likewife invades the 
<c Houfes of his Subjects, taking forcibly from us both our 
" Wives and Daughters, ftaining with their Blood the Altars of 



" his Gods, afcer having facrificed them firrt to other Ufes more 

" cruel, and lefs honerV' 

Hern ah' Cortez endeavoured to comfort and difpofe them 
for entring into a Confederacy with him 5 but at the Time that 

quiring into their Strength, and the Number of 



pie that would take Arms in Defence of their Liberty, two or 

Indians came in, who feemed in a very great Fright ; and 



whifpering them in the Ears, put them into fuch Confufio 
that they rofe up, lofing both Courage and Colour, and went 
haftily away, without fo much as taking Leave, or making an end 
of their Difcourfe. The Caufe of their Diforder was prefently 
known, for fix Officers, or Royal CommiiTaries, fuch as went 
about the Kingdom to gather Mote^umas Tributes pafs'd before 
the Spaniards Quarters. They were adorned with Abundance 
of Feathers, and Pendants of Gold on fine clean Cotton Cloths, 
with a fufficient Number of Servants and inferior Officers, who 

eat Fans, made of feathers, fann'd their Matters to 
, or officioufly lhaded them from the Sun, as Occafion 



gg 



req 



ir'd. 



ptains to f( 

them ; and they pafs'd on, without paying him any Refpe£r, 
with a Countenance that fhewed Indignation and Contempt ; 
which Pride difpleafed fome of the Soldiers fo much, that they 
would have chaftifed them, had they not been withheld by 
Cortex, who relied fatisfied at that Time with lending Donna 
Marina, with a fufficient Guard, to inform herfelf of what they 
were doing. 

By this Means they came to undcrftand, that after having 
leated themfelves in the Town-Houfe, they fummoncd the 
Caziqucs to appear before them, and reprimanded them pub- 
licity, and very lharply for their Boldnels in admitting Strangers 
into their Town, who were Enemies to their King; and there- 
fore, belides the ordinary Service, to which they were obliged, 
they demand twenty Indians to facrifiec to their Gods, as a Satif- 
faction and Attonemcnt for fuch a Crime. 

Hernan Cortez fent for the two Caziques by fome Sol- 
diers, who had Orders, without any Noife, to bring them to 

E e his 
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his Prefence ; when letting them know that he law into their 
rrioft hidden Defigns, the better to authorize his Rropofal by 
this Myftery, toM them, That he was well acquainted with the 
Violence of thofe Commiffaries, who, without any other Crime 
than their having admitted his Troops, endeavoured to impofe 
on them new Tributes of human Blood ; that it was no Time 
then for fuch Abominations, nor would he fuffer them to 
obey fuch horrid Commands in his Prefence ; but, on the con- 
trary, he ordered them, without fail, to call their People about 
them, and feize them, and leave him to maintain what they had 

done by his Advice. 

The Caziques were at a ftand, refilling to execute fuch a 
bold Command, as being grown mean fpirited by conftant Ufe 
of enduring the Smarts, and even honouring the Rod : But 
Hernan Cortex repeated his Order with fo much Refolution, 
that they immediately went to execute it; and with great Ap- 
piaufe of the Indians they feized the Minifters of Moteijimd, 
whom they put in a kind of Pillories, ufed in their Prifons, and 
very incommodious; for they held the Delinquents by the 
Neck, obliging them continually to do their utmoft with their 
Shoulders to eafe the Weight, for the Freedom of breathing. 
It was very pleafant to fee how proud and elevated the Ca- 
ziques returned to give an Account of their noble Action ; for 
they thought to execute them the fame Day, and make them 
fufFer the Punifhmenrs aligned by their Laws to 1 ray tors ; and 
feeing that would not be permitted, they delired at lealf to fa- 
crifice them co their Gods, as if it were a kind of Grace. 

The Prifoners being fecured with a fufficicnt Number of 
Spanifi Soldiers, Hernan Cortc^ retired to his Quarters, and bc- 
<ran to coniicler with himfelf what was to be done in order to 
difentangle himfelf from the Difficulty he was in, of protecting 
and defending the Caziques from the Danger that threat- 
ned them for having obeyed him; but he was not willing quite 
to provoke Motc^uma, but ftill to keep him in Sufpencc. 

Hi 7 did not altogether like raking up Arms in Defence of 
Subjects complaining againft their King, and to lay afide his De- 
figns of Peace, without Provocation, or a better Pretence. On 
the other hand, he considered it as a very necefTary Point, to 
maintain that Party which was beginning to form, in cafe he 
lhould happen to want them. In fine, he held it moft conve- 
nient to manage with Motezjima, by making a Merit of fufpend- 
ing the Effects of that Difrefpect, and mewing that at leall he 
would fo far difcharge himfelf, as not to foment the Sedition, 
nor draw any Advantage from it to himfelf, until the laft Nc- 
ceffity. The 
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The Refult of thefe Reflexions (which kept liim fome Hours 
awake) was, to fend at Midnight for two of the Prifoners with 
all ponxble Privacy : And after receiving them courteoufly, he 
told them, (as one defirous they mould not attribute to him 
what they had fufrered,) that he had fent for them in order to 
fet them at Liberty ; and that as they received it folely from 
his Hands, they might aflure their Prince, he would endeavour 
very ftiortly to fend the reft of their Companions who remain- 
ed in the Power of the Caziques, whom he would endeavour to 
make fenfible of their Fault, and perform all that mould be moft 
for his Service ; for that he was defirous of Peace, and to de- 
ferve, by his Refpe£ts and Actions, all the Remarks of Grati- 
tude that were due to the AmbafTador and Minilter of fo great 
a Prince. 

The Indians durft not fet out on their Journey, for fear of 
being kill'd, or taken by the Way ; and he was forced to give 
them a Guard of Spaniflj Soldiers, who conveyed them to the 
next Bay,, where the Ships lay, and one of the Boats was order- 
ed to land them beyond the Diftrict. of Zempoala. 

The Caziques came' in the Morning much frightncd and 
troubled for the Efcape of the two Prifoners ; and Hernan Cortez 
receiv'd the News with Signs of Surprife and Concern, blaming 
their Want of Vigilance ; and upon this Pretence he ordered in 
their Pretence, that the reft ftiould be carried on board the Fleet, 
as deliring to take upon himfelf the Care of their Imprifon- 
ment ; but he privately ordered the Sea-Officers to treat them 
well, and to keep them fatisfied and lafe ; by which he gained 
the Confidence of the Caziques, without difobliging of Mote 
zjima, whofe Power, fo much cried up and dreaded among thofe 
Indians, made him careful how he a£ted. After this manner 
he endeavoured to provide for every thing, keeping up the dis- 
contented Party, without engaging himfelf too far, and ftill keep- 
ing in View all Accidents which might oblige him to fupport it: 
A great Mafter in adjufting his Deligns and Sufpicions. And 
he is a prudent General who knows how to provide before- 
hand againft Accidents, and, by Forcfight, lefTen the Force and 
Unexpe£lednefs of Events. 
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P. X. 



The Caziques of the Mountains come to fubmit, and 
offer their Service to Cortex. The Spaniards 
build the Town of Vera Cruz, and put it in a 
Vofiure of Defence. New Ambajfadors arrive 
there from Motezuma. 




H E Benignity and good Behaviour of the Spaniards 



towards their Allies, was quickly divulged thro 5 all 



the Diftri£ts thereabouts ; and the two Caziques of 
Zempoala and Qiiiabiflan gave Notice to all their 
Friends and Confederates of the Happinefs they enjoyed, being 
freed from Impofitions, and their Liberty fecured by the Pro- 
tection of a People invincible, who knew the very Thoughts of 



Men ^ and feemed of a fuperior Nature. Upon this Report's 

which Fame (as is ufual) magnifying., Truth became 




fpreadin 

confounded with overmuch Addition : It was laid publickly 
among thofe People, that their Gods were come down to Quia- 



biflan 7 darting Lightning againft Motc^uma; the which Credulity 
lafted fome Time among the Indians, and cauied a Veneration, 
tho' ill founded, which very much facilitated the Beginnings of 
this Conqueft. Nor were they altogether wide of the Truth, 
in efteeming thofe lent from Heaven, who by its Decree and 
Appointment, came to be the Inftruments of their Salvation : 
A Notion proceeding from their Ignorance, in which there 
might be iome Mixture of a fuperior Light, dilpenied in Fa- 
vour of their Sincerity. 

This Opinion of the Spaniards did fo encreafe, and the 
Name of Liberty founded io well in the Ears of the Opprcfled, 
that in a few Days there came to Qiiiabiflan above thirty Ca- 
ziques, Lords of the Mountain that was in light, which had 
numerous Settlements of Indians, called Totonaqucs, a ndliclc 
People, of different Languages and Culloms, but ilrong, and 
valuing thcmfelves upon their- Courage. They all paid their 
Obedience, offered their Troops, and, in the Form propofed to 



them, fv\ 



( 



r orc Fidelity and Vaflalagc ' to the King of Spain, 
which a lolcmn Ac c t was made before the Secretary of the 



Council. 



Book IL of Mexico, or New Spain. lop 



Council Antonio de Herrera fays, that the Troops offered by 
thofe Caziques exceeded the Number of a hundred thoufand 
Men. Bernal Dia^ del Caftillo doth not relate it ; nor were they 
ever lifted. The Number, it is likely * was very great^ the Set- 
tlements being many, and the People eafily itirred up againft 
Motez&wa, efpecially for that the Mountainous Country con- 
lifted of Warlike Indians, lately fubdu'd, or not quite con- 
quered. 

This kind of Confederacy being made, the Caziques return- 
ed to their Houfes, ready to do as they lliould be commanded; 
and Her nan Cortex relolv'd to fettle the Town of Villa Rica de la 
CruZj) which, till then moved with the Army, tho 5 they ob- 
lerved the Diftin&ions of Government. They pitched upon the 
Plain between the Sea and Quiabijlan, half a League from that 
Town, a Land which invited with its Fertility, abounding in 
Water, and having great Plenty of Trees, which lay commo- 
dious for the Cutting of Timber for the Buildings. They laid the 
Foundations, beginning with the Church. The handicraft Men 
were distributed, Carpenters and Mafons, who came with Sol- 
diers Pay ; and the Indians of Zempoala and Qiiiabijlan affifting 
with equal Skill and Activity. The Houfes began to rife; mean as 
to Architecture, rather for a Covering, than any Commodioufnefs. 
They prefently drew the Compafs of the Wall with Travefles of 
ilrong Mud Work, a fufficient Defence againft the Weapons of the 
Indians) and in that Country it might be properly cailled a For- 
trefs. The principal Officers of the Army help ci to carry on 
the Work, applying both their Hands and Shoulders to it ; and 
Hernan Cortex work'd as the reft, feeming to let himlelf a 
Talk, not fatisfied with the fcanty Diligence which is fuffi- 
cient in a Superior to fet a good Example. 

In the mean time they received at Mexico the firft Advice 
of the Spaniards being received in Zempoala by that Caziqne, 
a Man, in their Opinion, of fufpefted Fidelity, and the neigh- 
bouring Places little to be depended on: Which Account fo pro- 
voked Motezjima, that he prop o fed to join his Forces, and march 
out in Pcrfon to challife this Oftence of the Zcmpoalans, and 
put the reft of the Mountain Nations under his Yoke; taking 
the Spaniards alive, whom he had already in his Imagination 
deJigned for a f oleum Sacrifice to his Cods. 

Hut at the fame Time that they began to make great Prepara- 
tions for this Hntcrprize; the two Indians , whom Cortex had 
di (patched from ghiiabiflan, arrived at Mexico, and gave an Ac- 
count of their Imprilonmcnt ; and that they owed their Li- 
berty to the Captain of the Strangers, who had fent them to 

F f rcprelent 
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repr@£@nt how much he defired Peace, and how far it was from 
his Intentions to do him any Differvice; extolling his Courtefy 



and Mildnefs with fo much Weight, that it might be per 



ceived by the Praifes they gave Corte^, how much they had 
feared the Caziques. 

Upon this the Face of Affairs was changed: The Anger of 




Motequma was mitigated, Preparations for War ceafed, and they 
determined again to try the Way of Negotiation, endeavourin 
to divert Cortex from his Deiigns with a new Embafly and Pre- 

fent, to which Meafures he eaiily inclined; for in the Midft of 
his Anger and Pride he could not forget the Signals of Heaven, 
and the Anfvvers of his Idols, which he looked on as evil 
Omens of his Undertaking, or at leait, they obliged him to de- 
lay the Breach, endeavouring , to qualify his Fear after fuch a 
Manner, that it lhould be taken for an Effeft of his Prudence, 
and Refpe£t for his Gods. 

This EmbalTy arrived, when they had almoft perfe&ed the 
new Settlement and Fortrefs of Vera Cruz^. With the Embaffy 
came two Youths, Nephews to Mote^uma, attended by four 
antient Caziques who governed them as Counfellors, and added 



Authority by the Refpe£t they paid them. The Atten- 
dance was fplendid ; and they brought a Prefent of Gold, Fea- 
thers, and Cotton, worth about two thoufand Pieces of Eight. 
The MefTage the AmbafTadors delivered, was, That the greac 
Emperor Mote^uma having been informed of the Difobedience 
of thofe Caziques, and their Infolence in taking and mifufing; 
his Officers, had provided a powerful Army to come in Perfon 
to chaftife them ; which he had fufpended, that he might not 
be obliged to break with the Spaniards, whofe Friendlhip he 
defired, and whofe Captain he was obliged to eileem, and ac- 
knowledge the Refpeft he had fhewn in fending him his two 
Servants, whom he had releafed from fo cruel an Imprifon- 

but that tho 5 he durft entirely rely upon him for reftc- 
ring their Companions to their Liberty, yet he could not but 
complain in a friendly Manner, that fo valiant and wife a Man 
fhould think fit to live among his Rebels, making them more 
infolent under the Shelter of his Arms : And as the making of 
Tray tors bold, was little Iefs than approving the Treafon, lie 
did requeft: him upon that Confideration immediately to leave 
that Country, that he might punifh them without Breach of 
his Friendlhip. And with the iame Sincerity of Heart he ad- 
moniilVd him not to think of palTing on to his Court, for that 
the Impediments and Dangers of that Journey were very great. 

On 
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On which Point they enlarged with a myfterious Tedioufnefs* 
this being the principal Point of their Inftru£tions. 

Hernan Coriez received the Embaffy and Prefent with 
great Refpe£fc y and before he returned his Anfwer, he ordered 
the four imprifoped Officers to come in, whom he had purpofe« 
ly fent for from on board the Fleet ; and, gaining the good 
Will of the AmbafTadors, with delivering them up, well treated 
and thankful, he told them, That the Error committed by the 
Caziques of Zempoala and ^uiabijlan^ was amended by the Re- 
ftitutions of thofe Officers j and that he was highly pleafed 
with the Opportunity of Ihewing his Refpeft by that A&ion, 
and giving Mote^uma that firft Proof of his Obedience : That 
he could not but own thelnfolenee of that Imprifonment, tho 5 
it might in fome meafure be excufed by the Extravagancy of the 
Officers themfelves, who, not content with the ordinary Tri- 
butes due to the Crown, had of their own Authority demanded 
twenty Indians for their Sacrifices, a cruel Proportion., and an 
Abufe which the Spaniards could not fuffer, being bred in ano- 
ther Religion of greater Piety and Regard to human Nature : 
That he found himfelf obliged to thofe Caziques for admitting 
and entertaining him in their Lands, when his Governors Teutile 
andPilpatoe difcourteoufly abandoned him, failing in Point of Hof- 
pitality and the Law of Nations ; anA£Uon done, In all likelihood, 

without Motczjimas Orders, and which he believed would be 
difpleaiing to him, or at leaft, he underftood it fo ; but that ha- 
ving nothing but Peace in view, he did not delire to aggravate 
Matters by his Complaints: That neither that Country nor the 
Totonaque Mountainiers fhould move to his DifTervice, neither 
would he permit it ; for the Caziques were at his Devotion, 
and would not tranfgrefs his Orders; for which Reafon he was 
obliged to interceed for them, that he would pardon what they 
had done to his Officers, and for having admitted and lodged 
his Troops: That for the reft he could only fay, that when he 
ffiould be fo happy as to appear in his Prclence, he would 
make known the Importance of his Embafly, without any Re* 
gard to the Impediments and Dangers which threatened him; 
for that the Spaniards were unacquainted with Fear, and Ob- 
ftacles only indue'd them to go on, being a People ennured to 
Dangers, and ufed to feek for Glory amidft the greateft Diffi- 
culties. 

With this fhort and refolute Speech, (in which the Con- 
ftancy of Hcrnan Cortc^ is to be obferved, and the Art with 
which he endeavoured to let a Value upon his Intentions,) he 
anlwcrcd the AmbafTadors, who departed much carefs'd, and 

rich 
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rich in Caftiilian Trifles, carrying for their King, as a Prefenr, 
another Treafure of the fame kind. 

It was obferved that the AmbafTadors went^away dilfatisfied, 
for not having obtained the Retreat of the Spaniards, which 
was the Point all their Endeavours tended to. The Spaniards 



gained much Reputation among thofe Nations by this Embafly ; 



e 



for the Indians were now confirmed in their Opinion, that 
Hernan Corte%_ mutt be fome Diety, and none of the lealr. power- 
ful, fince Motezjwia (whofe Pride difdained to bend his Kne 
in the Prefence of his Gods) fought him with fo much Suh- 
miffion, and follicited his Friendlhip with Gifts, which, in 
their Opinion, were little lefs than Sacrifices; the EffecT: of 
which Extravagancy was, that they loft great Part of the Fear 



which they had for their King, giving themfelves up with 
greater Subjection to the Obedience of the Spaniards: And no 
lefs than fuch Dotage was neceffary, that a Work, fo wonderful, 
and undertaken with fo fmall a Force, might be made practica- 
ble, the Moft High permitting thcfe Things, that it might not 
appear wholly a Miracle, or lie under the Imputation of Te- 
merity. 




CHAR XL 

The Zempoalans, by Deceit, engage Hkrnan 

Cortkz to take up .Arms again ji the People of 
Zimpafcingo, their .Enemies. He makes them 
Friends, and reduces that Country. 



O O N after the Cazique of Zempoala came to Vera 
Cruz with fome principal Indians, whom he brought 
as Witneflcs of what he intended to propofe. He 
told Hernan Cortez^ that now the Time was come to 
protect and defend their Country • for that fome Troops of the 
Mexicans were arrived in Zi m pazj ngo, (a Place of Strength, di- 
ftant from thence about two Suns,) and went out to over-run 
the Country, deftroying the Corn-Melds, and committing 
fome Hoftilities in their Diltri£t, with which it fecmcd they 
were beginning their Revenge. Hernan Cortcz found himfclf 
engaged to fupport the Zempoalans, to maintain the Credit of 

Ins 
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his Offers ; and befides, he thought it would not be right to fuf- 
fer that Infolence of the Mexicans, as it were in his Sight ) and 
that in cafe they were fome advanced Troops of MoPe^umas 
Army, it would be neceffary to ftrifce a Terror into them, to 
difcourage the reft of his People. For which Purpofe he deter 



mined to march in Perfon upon this Undertaking, engaging in 



it fome what too haftily, for he was yet unacquainted with the 
Deceits and Lyes of thofe People, (a Capital Vice among the 
Indians,) and fuffer d himfelf to be carried away by what was 
likely, without examining into the Ttuth. He offered them to 
march out immediately with his Troops, to chaftife thofe Ene- 
mies, who difturb'd the Peace of his Allies; and ordering them to 



provide Indians of Burden for the Baggage and Artillery, he 



made a Difpolition immediately for his March, and took the 
Road of Zimpazj.ngo, with four hundred Men, leaving the reft 
in the Fortrefs of Vera Cru%. 

As he palled by Zempoala> he found two thoufand armed 
Indians, whom the Cazique had provided to ferve under him in 
that Expedition, divided into four Bodies, or Commands, with 
their Captains, Colours, and Arms, accord ing to the Cuftom of 
their Warriors. Hernan Corte^ thanked them very much for the 
Care they took to provide that Succour; and tho ; he let him 
underftand that he had no Occalion for his Men upon an Expe- 



dition of fo fmall Importance, yet he fuffered them to go, to 



provide againil all Events, as if he had done it only to let them 
ihare in the Glory of the Succefs. 

That Night they lodged in fome Houles three Leagues from 
Zimpazjngo\ and the next Day a little before Three in the Af- 
ternoon, they difcovered the Town on the Top of a (mall Hill, 
a Branch nof the Mountain among great Rocks, which hid Part 
of the Buildings, and threatened ac a Difbncc , with the Diffi- 
culty of the Way. The Spaniards began to overcome the Crag- 
gednefs of the Mountain, but not without conliderable Trouble ; 
for being jealous of an Ambulh, they went Doubling, and filing 

off as the Ground would permit; but the Zempoalans, either 
more dextrous, or lefs difturb'd with the Narrownefs of the 
Paths, advanced with a lort of Fury which appeared like Va- 
lour, but was indeed Revenge, and a thei villi Temper. Hernan 
Cortex, was obliged to give Orders to halt, at a Time when fome 
Troops of the Vanguard were already in the Town. 

Hk held on his March, without meeting any Rcfiftance ; 
and ju ft as he was eonfulting to attack the Town in feveral 
Parts, there came out of it eight antient Priefts, who alked for 

the Captain of that Army, before whole Prefence they came 

G g with 
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with great Submiffions, pronouncing fome Words in an humble 
and pitiful Manner, fuch as fufficiently lliewed Submiffion, 
without the Help of an Interpreter. Their Drefe was a black 
Mantle, whofe jEnd reached the Ground, and the upper Part 
was gathered and pleated about the Neck, with a Piece hanging 
loofe, in Form of a Hood, with which they kept their Heads 
warm. Their Hair reached to their Shoulders, dalhed and clod- 
ded with the human Blood of their Sacrifices, Marks of which 
they fuperftioufly preferv'd on their Faces and Hands ; for it 
was not lawful for them to warn themfelves; fit Miniilers of 
fuch unclean Gods, whofe Filth mewed it felf in this and 
other Deformities. 

They began their Speech by alking Corte^ for what Refiftance 
or Offence of theirs the poor Inhabitants had merited the In- 
dignation or Chaftifement of a People, already fo much famed 
in the Countries thereabouts for Clemency and Goodnefs. He an- 
fwered, That he did not defign to offend the Inhabitants of the 
Town, but only chaftife the Mexicans, who were quartered in 
it, and Tallied from thence to infeft the Lands of his Friends. 
To which they replied, That the Mexican Troops, which had 
been garifoned in Zimpazjngo, were retired, flying further up 



the Country, as foon as they heard that Mote^uma'sOm' 



imprifoned at Quiabijlan ; and that if his Defign was againitthem 
through the Influence or Suggeftion of thofe 



panied him, he was to underftand, that the Zcmpoalans, were 
their Enemies, and had deceived him, feigning thofe Inroads of 
the Mexicans to deftroy them, and make him the Inurnment 
of their Revenge. 

By the Confufion and frivolous Excufes of the Zcmpoalan 
Captains themfelves, it appeared that thofe Prieils lpoke Truth ; 
and Hernan Cortex was concerned at the Deceit, as a Refleclion 
upon his Arms, being vexed at the fame Time at the Malice of 
the Indians and his own Sincerity; but confidering what was 
moft convenient upon this Occalion, he prcfently ordered the 
Captains Chriftoval de Olid and Pedro dc Aharado to go with 
their Companies, and gather the Indians together, who had advan- 
ced before to get into the Town, and were now bufy in the Pil- 
lage, and had taken a confiderable Quantity of Cloths and Fur- 
niture, and already bound fome Prifoners. They were brought 
to the Army, fhamefully loaded with what they had robbed, 
and the milerable plundered People following them, crying out 
for their Goods: For whofe Satisfaction and Comfort Her nan 
Cortex, commanded to unbind the Prifoners, and deliver tip 
the Goods to the Priefts, that they might rcltorc them to the 

proper 
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proper Owners ; and calling for the Zempoalan Captains, re» 
prov'cl them publickly .for their PrejTumption, in very angry 

Terms, telling them they had incurred the Penalty of Death 

for their Offence, in obliging him to" march his Troops only "to 
compafs their Revenge ; and caufing himfelf to be entreated by 
the Spanifi Captains, whom he had inftru&ed before to pacify 
him. Whereupon he pardoned them for that Time, enlarging 
upon that Action of his Clemency ; tho', in truth, he did not 
dare at that Time to chaftife them with the Rigour they defer- 
ved, knowing well, that to preferve new Friends, acquired 
Clemency was more proper than Juftice. 

Having done this, which gave him a Reputation with 
both the Nations, he commanded the Zempoalans to lodge with- 
out the Town, and he marched in with the Spaniards, where 
he was received with the Applaufe of a Deliverer. Immedi- 
ately the Cazique of Zimpa-xjngo vilited him in his Lodging, 
with others of the Neighbourhood, who came either out of 
Friendihip or Obedience, acknowledging the King of Spain for 
their Prince ; whofe Name was already beloved and reverenced 
in that Country, where the People defired to be his Subjects 
out of Hatred to Mote^uma. 

He afterwards took in hand the adjufting of the Differences 
between thofe Indians and the Zempoalans ; which began about 
the Divifion of their DilfricTs, and Difputes of Jurifdicfion, 
firft between the Caziques, and had now occafion'd fucha Ran- 
cour among the People, that chey lived in continual Hoftility. 
To which End, he drew up a Scheme for compounding their Dif- 
ferences ; and taking upon himfelf to content the Lord of Zem- 
pjala, made them Friends, and returned to Vera CriK, leaving 
his Intercft advanced by the Obedience of new Caziques, and 
Friendfhip eftablifhed among thofe of his Party, whofc Dis- 
agreement, might have been a Hindrance to his receiving any 
Service from them : fo that he made his Advantage, and found 
his Conveniency even in that ill-concerted Enterprize ; Errors 
fometimes ferving to correct humane Prudence, which generally 

makes Difpofitions according to the lirft Conception of Things. 
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CHAP. XII, 

The Spaniards return to Zempoala ; where they 
overthrow the Idols, with jome Refifiance of the 
Indians : And the principal of their Temples is 
converted into a Church of our Lady. 

■ 

HE Cazique of Z$ mpoala waited for Corte^ at fome 
Houfes a little diftant from the Town, with great 
Store of Provilions, to refrelh his Men ; but much 
afhamed and troubled, that his Deceit was difcovered. 
He went about to excufe himfelf ; but Cortex did not permit it, 
telling him, He had laid aftde his Difpleafure, and defired 
an Amendment for the future, which was the only Satisfaction 
of pardoned Crimes. 

Thtt palled on dire£lly to the Town, where he had provi- 
ded a fecond Prefent of Eight Virgins finely adorned : One of 
them was his Niece; and he brought her on Purpofe that Her- 
man Cortex might do him the Honour, to take her for his Wife, 
the reft to be diftributed among his Captains, as he flhould 
think fit ; making this Offer as one defirous to ftrengthen the 
Friendlhip between them by the Bonds of Blood. Cortex an- 
fwered, That he very much elleemed that Teftimony of his 
good Will and Sincerity ; but that it was not lawful for the 
Spaniards to take Wives of a different Religion ; for which Rea~ 
fon, he fufpended the receiving them until fuch Time as they 
became Chrillians. Upon this Occalion he prelfcd him 
again to quit his Idolatry, for that he could not be his true 
Friend, who differ'd fo much from him in the moil effenrial 
Point ; and as he took him for a ManofReafon, he undertook, 
with fome Hopes, to convince and reduce him. But lie was fo 
far from opening his Eyes, or being ienlible of the Force of 
Truth, that prefuming on the Opinion he had of his own 
Undcrlhinding, he undertook to argue in Defence of his Cods ; 
and Her nan Cortc^ fuffering himfelf to be carry tl away by his 
Zeal for Religion, grew offended, and turned his Back upon 
him with ionic fort of Paflion. 
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At this Time happen'd one of the moft foleran Feftival 
of their Idols ; and the Zempoalans aflembled (not without 
fome Circumfpe&ion on account of the Spaniards) in the prin- 
cipal of their Temples, were they celebrated a Sacrifice of Hu 



man Blood, which horrible Function was performed by the 



Hands of the Priefts, with the Ceremonies, which will be re 
lated in their proper Place. Afterwards thofe unhappy Vic- 
tims were fold cut out in Pieces, which were fought after, and 
bought as facred Food : An abominable Brutality in the Tafte; 
and a much worfe in their Devotion. Some Spaniards happen 'd 
to fee part of this Slaughter; who came and told Cortex how 
much they were fcandalized ; and he was fo highly provok'd at 
it, that the pious Difturbance of his Mind immediately appear'd 
on his Countenance. The Motives which obliged him to keep cer- 
tain Meaf tires with thofe Confederates, gave way to a greater 



Caufe ; and as Anger has its firft Fury, even when fupported 
by Reafon, he broke out into Threats, commanding his Sol- 
diers to take Arms, and call the Cazique and the principal In- 
dians which ufed to attend him. As foon as they came into his 
Prefence, he went with them to the Temple, cauling his 
Troops to march in Order with him. 

The Priefts, who were then jealous of the Event, came out 
to the Gate, and with loud Cries, began to call the People to 
the Defence of their Gods ; at which Time fome Troops of 
armed Indians appear'd ; which, as it was afterwards known, 
thofe very Priefts had provided : For they feared lome Vio- 
lence, believing their Sacrifice, fo much abhorred by the Spa- 
niards, had been difcovered. The Number of the Indians who 
had pollened themfelves of the Avenues, was conliderable ; but 
Her nan Cortex (always eafy at fuch Times) ordered Donna Marina 
to tell them aloud, That upon the firft Arrow they fhould let 
fly, he would caufe the Throats of the Cazique, and all the 
Zempoalans in his Power, to be immediately cut, and after- 
wards permit his Soldiers lu chaftife their Infolence with Fire 
and Sword. The Indians trembled at the Terror of fuch a 
Threat ; and the Cazique quaking like the reft, commanded 
them to lay down their Arms and retire ; which Command 
was immediately obeyed, fhewing in the Readinefs with which 
they difappeared, how much they defired their Fear fliould pafs 
for Obedience. 

Hep nan Coktez remained with the Cazique, and thofe 
who attended him ; and calling for the Priefts, declamed againft 
Idolatry with more than Military Eloquence. He encouraged 
them, that they might not hearken to him with Fear: He endcu- 
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voured to make life of foft Expreffions, that there might be no 
Appearance of Violence, where Reafon was to fpeak : He la- 
mented the Error in which they lived ; and complained, that 
being his Friends, they Ihould not give Credit to him in that 
which did moft concern them : He laid before them how much 
he deiired their Good ; and from loving Expreffions, which 
move the Heart, he proceeded to the Motives that affe£l the 



Underftandine : He demonftrated their Errors, laid before them, 



as it were, in a vifible Manner the Truth : And laftly, told 
them, that he came fully refolv'd to deftroy thofe Reprefenta- 
tions of the Devil ; and that the Work would be moft accepta- 
ble to him, if they themfelves would execute it by their own 
Hands. To which End, he perfwaded and encouraged them to 
go up the Steps of the Temple, and overthrow their Idols : 
But they were fo much concerned at this Propofal, that they 
only anfwered with Sighs and Lamentations ; till proftrating 
themfelves on the Ground, they declar d aloud, That they would 
looner fuffer themfelves to be cut in Pieces, than lay Hands 
upon their Gods. Hernan Cortex would not infift overmuch on 
a Circumftance to which he found them fo averfe, and there- 
fore ordered his Soldiers to put it in Execution : By whofe 
Diligence the principal Idol, together with thofe on each fide, 
were flung down from the Top of the Steps, and came to the 
Pavement all broke to Pieces, followed and crufh'd by their 
own Altars, and the deteftable Inftruments of their Adoration. 
Great was the Commotion and Aftonilhment of the Indians ; 
they beheld each other, as expe&ing at lead the Puniiliment of 
Heaven ; and the fame foon happened as had been at Cozjtmel ; 
for feeing their Gods thus debaled, without Power to revenge 
themlelves, they laid alide all Fear, and were fenlible of their 
Weaknefs, juft as People generally do by a ruined great Man, 
whom, after his Fall, they defpife as much as ever they for- 
merly adored him. 

The Zcmpodam by this Experiment became more eafy to be 
perfwaded, and more fubmifliveto the Orders of the Spaniards: 
For if before they confidered them as Men of a fuperior Na- 
ture, they now found themfelves obliged to confefs that they 
were more powerful than their Gods. Hernan Corte^ finding 
how much his Authority was encreafed among them, com- 
manded them to cleanfe the Temple ; which Order was execu- 
ted with fo much Fervour and Chearfulnefs, that affe&ing to 
be undeceived, they flung into the Fire the Fragments of their 
Idols. The Caziqiic immediately ordered bis Mafons to fcrape 
the Walls, wiping out the Stains of human Blood, which they 

prefer ved 
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preferred as an Ornament. After which they whiten'd them^ 
laying on a Covering of that Ihining Mortar which they ufed 
in their Building; and they erected an Altar, on which was 
placed an Image of our Lady, with fome ornamental Flowers 
and Lights ; and the Day following, the holy Sacrifice of the 
Mafs was celebrated with all poflible Solemnity, in light of 
abundance of Indians, who affined at the Novelty, rather ad 



fome bent their Knees, and endea 



voured to imitate the Devotion of the Spaniards 



There was no Opportunity at that Time to inftrucT: them 
fundamental Principles of Religion, for their Barbarity 



required more Time ; and the Intention of Hernan 
to begin their Spiritual Conqueft from the Court of Mote^ 



they remained inclined to defpife their Idols, and well dif- 
pofed to the Worlhip of the Image of the holy Virgin, oflering 
to take her for their Advocate, that the God of the Chriftians 
might favour them, whofe Power they were already fenlible of, 

Effects, and by fome Glimmerings of natural Light, 




always fufficient to diftinguifh that which is beft, and perceive 
the Force of thofe Helps with which God affifts all reafonable 
Creatures. : 

And here we muft not omit the pious Refolution of an old 
Soldier, who ftaid alone among thefe People, as yet but imper- 
fectly reduced, to take Care of that Image, crowning his old 
Age with this holy Service. His Name was Juan de Torres a 
Native of the City of Cordova : An Action truly worthy of a 
Soldier, and which at once records both his Valour and Piety. 




CHAP. 
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P. XIII. 



The Army returns to Vera Cruz. Commijfaries are 

difpatch'd to the King, with an Account of what 
had been done. Another Sedition is quelVd with 
the Tunijhment of fome Mutineers. And Hern an 
Cortez executes his Refolution of finking his Ships. 




H E Spaniards departed immediately from Zempoala. 
( which Place was afterwards called New Sevih,) and 
when they came to Vera Cru^ there was juft 

ay at Anchor 



at the Place where the Fleet 
VefTel, which came from the Me of Cuba, commanded by 



{mall 



tain Franc if co de Saua 
Company with him Cap 
the fame Station in 
with them ten Soldiers 



Native of Medina 



who was aft 



and 
ds 



, r ar 



111 
in 



the Gonqueft of Mexico. They broug 
one Horfe. and one Mare ; which \* 



reckoned at that Time a confiderable Supply. 

The SpaniJJ? Writers have not acquainted us with the Inter- 



of their Voyag 



an 



d 



is 



kely, that they left Cuba 



Defign tofeek out Cortez^ and follow his Fortune; and of 



dinefs with which they joined his Troops, feems 



us. 



By this Means it was known tha 
lafque^ had a frefh threatned Her nan C 
tion of one of his Chaplains, whom 
Court, for this and other Pretentions 



Diego Ve< 



;; for by the Negc 

had dilpatched to 
had obtained the 



i 



g's Lieutenant of that Ifland, with a Power to difc 



ver and people it; 



exor 



bl 



e 



believing 



frefh Ground for his Compl 



race of the King's had made hi 
this Addition to his Authority 



m- 



i 



But Hern an 
greater Affair 



now 



whofe Thoughts were 
ed this News as a Matter of 



ployec 



cern. 



tho' 



fomewhat haftened 



Refolution of giving 



g an Account of his Proceedings: For which End, hedifpofed 



Matter 



fhould 



lying at his Majefty 



Relation 



f 



lready reduced 



efs of his Exped 



and 



Obed 



giving a 

the Pro- 
wi th the 
Riches, 
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Riches, Fertility,, and great Plenty o£ this, new Worlds the Pr,o- 

grefs he had made in favour o£ Religion ; and the Diipplitions 
that were making, in order to come at a true Knowledge- of 
the Empire of Mote^uma 

He very ea-raeftly • entreated; the Miembers o£ the Council of 
Vera Cruz^ That they would not omit to take; notice of the 
Violences intended againft him by Mego. Felafque^, and the 



Reafon he had to do fo ; and. that they would lay bef( 
his Majefty the great Valour and Gonftancy of the Sp 






with him; and left them to fpeak of his owmPerfon, as every 
own mould think proper. It was not Modefty but a Confi- 
dence in his own Merit, more than in any Words he could ufe 
for no Man is difpleas'd to hear his own Actions extoli'd, e 

in this martial Profeilion, in which certain bare-fac'd 
Virtues are much in ufe, whofe very Name is look'd upon as 
their Reward. 

The ILetter was writ in the proper Form ; the Concluhon 
whereof was to- befeech his Majefty that he would grant Hernan 
Corte^ a Commiffion of Captain-General, confirming what the 
Town and Troops had' done, without any Dependence on 
Diego Velafque^. Cortex writ to the lame Purpofe, {peak- 
ing with more Certainty of the Hopes he had to bring that 
Empire to the Obedience of his Majefty, and of the 
tions he was making to contend with the Power of Motc%uma> 
by the Help of his own revolted Subjects. 

The Difpatches being finiihed, they were committed to the 
Care of the Captains, Alonfo Hcrnande^Portocarrero, and Francifco 
de Monte jo ; and it was agreed that they Ihould carry the King all 
the Gold, valuable Jewels, and Curiolities they had acquired 
as well by the Prefents of Motczjima 7 as the Exchanges and 
Gilts of other Caziques, both Officers and Soldiers giving up 
their Shares, that the Prefent might be the greater. They alfo 
carried Lome Indians, who voluntarily offered themfelves for 
the Voyage, as the fir ft Fruits of thole new Subjects they were 
going to conquer ; and Hernan Corte^ lent a Prefent in particular 
to his Father Martin Corte^ a worthy Thought amidft the ma- 
ny Cares that lay heavy upon him. The belt Ship in the Fleet 
was immediately fitted, and the Charge of the Sailing com- 
mitted to the Care of the chief Pilot Antonio de Al aminos ; And 
when the Day appointed for the Embarkation came, their hap- 
py Voyage was recommended to the divine Favour by a 1b- 



lemn Mais of the Holy Ghofi With this happy Aufpice 
they fet Sail the 16th Day of July, i 519, with poiitive Orders 
to Iteer their Coaft directly im Spain, endeavouring to pafs the 

I i Channel 
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Channel of Bahama, without touching at the Ifland of Cuba, 
where they ought to apprehend, as an evident Danger, the Snares 
of Diego Felafque^. 

Whilst they were making Preparations for this Voyage, 
fome Soldiers and Sailors (People of little Honour) raifed new* 
Difturbances, by endeavouring to make their Efcape, and give 
notice to Diego Velajque^ of the Difpatches and Riches lent to 
the King in the Name of Cortex; and their Intention was to go 
with this Advice, that they might feize the Palfes, and make 
Prize of the Ship : To which End, they had gained the Sailors 



of another Veffel, and had laid in Proviiions of all Things ne- 
ceflary for their Voyage. But on the very Right deiigncl for 



their Flight, one of the Ccnfpirators, called Bernardino de Coria, 
repented. He was going among the reft lo embark; but taking a 
nearer View of the Foulnels of his Crime, he privately ftepp'd 
afide from his Companions, and went to inform Cortex He 
confuited prefently how to remedy this Evil; and made his Difc 
poiitions with fo much Secrecy and Diligence, that the Acorn- 
Ices were all leized on board the fame Veffel, without being 
able to deny their Crime ; which Hernan Cortex thought to de- 
fer ve an exemplary Punifhment, not confiding in his own Cle- 
mency. They were foon brought to their Tryal, and two of 
the Soldiers, who had been the chief Promoters of the Contri- 
vance, were adjudg'd to die; two others, this being the fecond 
Fault, to be whipped. The reft were pardoned, as drawn in, 
and deceived: a Pretence Cortex made ule of, that he might 




lofe all who were guilty 



principal 



very neceflary 



p, deftined for their Plight, ftiould have one of 
ft: An extraordinary Sentence, and upon this Oo 



deferved fo 1 



vere a Challi lenient, might not be forgot in Time. In fuch 



iles the Memory ftands in need of the Eyes ; for it with Diffi 
Ity retains the Idea of that which is grcvious to the Imagi 



nation. 



CaJIillo, and after 

Juan Diaz was guilty of 



that out of Refpcft to the Priefthood, he was not proceeded 
againft as he defer vcd. That Privilege might perhaps avail him 
againft their Pens ; for it is certain that in a Letter Hernan Cortex 
writ to the Emperor on the 30th of Ottobcr, 1 5 2c, (for the which 
we arc beholding to Juan Baptifla Ramuji, in his Voyages,) he 
makes no mention of this Prieft, tW he names all the Accom- 
plices of that lame Sedition: fo that either the Crime, minuted 



to him is not true, or we have the fame Reafon not to bcl 



it, as Cor t had to conceal it. 
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The Day on which this Sentence was executed, Cortex, went 
with fome of his Friends to Zempoala, where he was diilurb'd 
with various Thoughts. The Boldnefs of thofe Soldiers gave 
him much Unealinefs : He looked upon it as a Confequence of 
the pair Difturbances, and a Spark of Fire not quite put out : 
He was now to march forward with his Troops, and very pro- 
ably he lhould be obliged to try his Strength wkh Motc^uma; 
a very unequal Difpute ; and more efpecially with Men del- 
imited and fufpecled. 

He thought of ftaying fome Days among thofe Caziques his 
Friends ; and divert his Troops by fome fmall 



make fome new Settlements for the ftrengthning of Vera 
Cru^ : But ftill he found fome Inconveniences ; and frcm this 
Difturbance of his Mind refulted an Action, which very much 
{hewed the Greatnefs of his Soul ; for he refolved to deftroy 
his Fleet, and break up all the Veffels, that he might be fecure 
of the Soldiers, and either conquer with them, or die. In 
which Refolution he alfo found his Advantage, bv reinforcing 
his Army with above a hundred Men, who were employed as 
Pilots and Mariners. He communicated this Refolution to his 



Confidents, and by their Means fo difpofed Matters, with 
fome Gifts, and keeping it as fecret as conveniently they could.; 
that the very Sailors themfelves declared with one Voice, That 
the Ships would certainly founder by realon of 



they had fuftain'd in that Road, and by the bad Quality of the 
Port. Upon which Information, the Orders which Cortex gave, 
feem'd no more than a neceuary Care, That they lhould 
bring afhore their Sails, Tackling, and Iron, with fuch Planks 
as might be of Service, and fink all the great Veffels, refer ving 
only Boats for Filhing : A Refolution defervedly applauded, as 
one of the greateft of this Conquelt ; and we know not whe- 
ther a greater of the Kind can be found in all Hiftory. 

Just lit relates of Agatbocles, that having landed his Army on 
the Coalrs of Af rick, he burnt his Veffels, to deprive his Soldiers 
of all Means of Flight. 

Poltenus celebrates the Memory of Timarcbus, General of 
the Etolians, for his equal Boldnefs ; and igttintus Fab i us 



Maximus has left us, among his Military Remark?, fuch ano- 
ther Inttance, if we can give more Credit to the Report of 
Frontinw, than to the Silence of Plutarch. But none of thefe 
Addons are lellcn'd by the Example of others. And if we con- 
fitler Her nan Cortcz^ with fewer Men than any of them, in a 



liftant Country, and lef 



iny 



human Succour, among barbarous People, fo favagc in their 

Ciilioms, 



1 24 The Mftwy of the Cm qtgt hs t Bbo» Bt 



Cuftbms, with a' Tyrant to oppofe, Sb proud and powerful, 
we mall' find' that the Under-tufting*' of? Cortex was- the greater 
and hiV Refolution the moft heroick : <Dk, granting, to thofe 
great Captains the Glory of having firft led the Way; let us • air 
low Cotter that of having* gone' beyond; them; in theia: owm» 



Track 



d that 1 Befnd Biax del Caftilb< r with 



nfnal, we know not whether, Malice or Sincerity, ikould h> 
troduce himfelf as a Counfellor, upon fo great an OcCa&em, 
ufurping from Cortex, the Glory of having been the firft Pro- 
ie£lor. " We (fays he) that were his Friends, advifed 




not to leave a Ship in the Port, but -to fink them all." But 
he knew not how to fupport his Ambition ; for a little after, 
he adds ; " And this De%n of finking the Ships-, he had 
" already concerted, but deli red it mould come from us." So 
that we are only beholden to him for the Advice which came 
after the Refolntion. And the Remark of Antonio tie Herreta 
on the fame A&ion, is lefs tolerable ; for lie affirms, That the 
Fleet was dtftroyed at the' Inftance of the Soldiers ; and that 
they were perl waded and f6llicited thereto by the Craft of 
Cortex, (that is- his Expreffion,) that he alone might not be ob- 
liged to make good the Payment of the Ships, but impofe it 
upon the Troops. It doth ritot appear that herrtctn Cortex, was 
at that Time either in a Place, or a Condition, to fear any 

fputes with Diego Felajquex ; nor does this Manner of 



Reafoning any way agree with tile high Deftgns which he was 



forming. If he took this Account from the fame Bernal 
Diax, (that thus prefumed, as fearing fome Part of the Pay- 
ment of thofe Yeliels might come to his Share,) he mould have 
clifregarded it as the Grumbling of an interefted fefon : And 
if it was his own Conje&ure, as he gives us to underftand, and 
that he, as an Hiftorian, had the Dexterity to penetrate into 
the Secret of the Actions he relates, he leflens the Credit of the 
Aclion by the Mcannefs of the Motive, and is wanting in a juft 
Proportion, by attributing great EfFedts to ordinary Caufes. 




CHAP. 
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' CHAP. XIV. 

Cortez having made a Dfpofition for the March, 
was informed that Ships were fee a upon the 
. Coajis. He departs f,r Vera Cruz, and takes 
J even Soldiers belonging to the Fleet, commanded, 
by Francifco de Garay. They begin their March \ 
and having with much Difficulty pa [fed the Moun- 
tains , the Army enters the Province o^Zocothlan. 

O M E of the Soldiers were much grieved at tin's 
Deftruction of the Fleet ; but were ealily brought to 
Reafon, by the Memory of the paft Punifhnient, 
and the Example of thofe of better Underftanding. 
They confulted immediately about the March; and Hernan 
Fortes joined his Troops in Zempoala, which confifted of Five 
hundred Foot, fifteen Horfe, and fix Pieces of Artillery, lea- 
ving an Hundred and fifcy Men and two Horles in Garifon at 
Vera Crwx^ appointing Captain Juan de Rjcalantc Governor, a 
Soldier of Valour, very diligent, and one in whom he entirely 
confided. He ftri£lly charged the neighbouring Caziques, that 
during his Abfence they fhould obey and refpedl him as a Per- 
form in whom he had vefted his whole Authority ; that they 
fhould take Care to iupply him with Provisions, and People to 
help to build the Church, and the Fortifications of the Town, 
which he took care of, not fo much out of Fear of any Difitur- 
bance that might happen from the Indians of that Neighbour- 
hood, as out of a Jealoufy of iome Invaiion or Surprize from 
Diego Felafque^ 

Thk Cazique of Zcmpoala had provided two hundred 
Tamenes^ or Indians of Burden, for the Baggage, and iome 
armed Troops to augment the Army ; out of which Hernan 
Corte^ picked about four hundred Men, including in this Num- 
ber forty or fifty noble Indians, of the greateft Account in that 
Country. And tho' he immediately treated them as his own 
Soldiers, his real Intention was to carry them as Hoftages, for 
the Security of the Church he left in Zempoala, and of the Spa* 
niards who remained at Vera Cruz^ together with a young Page 
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of his* whom he left in Charge with the Cazique, to learn the 
Mexican Language, in cafe he lliould loofe his Interp 



which he mewed his great Care, and how far he iook'd before 
him, to be provided upon all Events. 

When all Things were in a Readinefs for the March, an Ex- 
prefs arrived from Juan de Efcalante, with Advice, that fome 
Ships were on the Coait of Vera Cruz ; without caring to come 
too, tho' they had made them Signals of Peace, and endeavour- 
ed it feveral Ways. This was not an Accident to be difreguard- 
ed, and left behind ; therefore Hernan Cortex went immediately 
away with fome of his Friends for Vera Cruz, leaving the Com- 
mand of the Troops to Pedro de Alvarado and Gonzalo de Sando- 



his Arrival, one of the Velfels feem d to be at Anchor 



a 



confiderable Diftance from the Shore ; and foon after they dis- 
covered four Spaniards on the Shore, who drew near without 
any Fear, giving to underftand they fought them. 

One of them was an Ej'crivano, or Notary, and the others 
came as Witneffes, of a Notification they intended to make to 
Cortez in the Name of their Captains. They brought it in 
Writing, and it contained, That Francijco de Garay, Governor 
of the Ifland of Jamaica, by Virtue of an Order which he had 
from the King, to Difcover and People, had freighted three 
Ships with two hundred and feventy Spaniards, under the Com- 
mand of Captain Alonfo de Pineda, and taken PolTeffion of that 
Land, on the fide of the River of Panuco ; and becaufe he in- 
tended to eftablilh a Colony near Naotblan, twelve or fourteen 
Leagues to the Wellward, intimated to him, and required, 
that he mould not make any Settlements that way. 

Her nan Cortez anfwered the Notary, that he did not under- 
ftand what he meant by his Notification, or thofe Forms of Law. 
But defired that the Captain and he might meet, and all Things 
Ihould be adjuited after the molt convenient Manner ; for they 
were all Subjects of the lame King, and lay under an equal 
Obligation of alTiiling each other for his Service. He bid them 
go back with this Mellage : But becaufe they did not go, but 
on the contrary, the Notary infilled in a difrepe&fu 1 Adanner, 
that he mould return a direct Anfwer to his Notification, he 
ordered them to be feized; and hid himfelf with his Men among 
fome little Sand Hills, whereof there are many on that Shore; 
where he iluy'd all that Night, and part of the next Day, the 
Ship never offering to ftir, or di (covering any other Dclign they 
had, than that of (laying for their Mellengers ; which put him 
upon trying whether he could by any Stratagem draw any or" 
their Men on Shore. The firft Thing .he thought on, was to 



ler 
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order the Prisoners to be ftripp'd, anc| fauf of his o$m Men to 
go to the Shore in their Cloaths, making Signals $o the Ship 



with their Cloaks and other Things. The Confequence of {his 
Contrivance was, that twelve or fourteen &Ien, 3J-med with 
Fire-Arms and Cro.fs-Bows, came in a Boat : fkit the four 
Men, who were difguis'd, retiring that . they might not be 
known, and anfwering their Call, and hiding their Faces, they 
durft not land : So that they only took three who leap'd on 
Shore, being more courageous, or lefs considerate ) the rpft re- 



turned on board the Veflel, which, being thus undeceived, 
weighed Anchor, and followed her Courfe. Her nan Cortex at 
firft doubted that thefe Veflels might belong to Djego Velafque^ 
and feared they might have obliged him to put a Stop to hi* 



March : But the Defigns qf Francijco de Gar ay gave him very 
little Uneafinefs, as an Aftair which in Time might be much 
eafier adjufted ; fo that he returned to Zempoqla eafed of his 
Cares, and not without fome Advantage; for he brought with 
him an Addition of feven Soldiers, which, in a Place \yjiere 
a Spaniard was of fo much Value, was efteqxied a Hap- 
pinefs, and look'd upon as a good Recruit. Soon after, 
they provided for their March ; and upon their leaving the 
Place, drew up the Army in Order, forming a JBody of Spa- 
niards for the Vanguard, and the Indians for t]ie Rear, com- 
manded by Mamrgiy Tbpucbe, and Tamelli y Caciques of t ; he 
Mountains: The ltroneeft of the Tamcnes were ordered to take 
Charge of the Artillery, the reft were referved for the Bag- 
gage. In this Order, with a Party before to look put, 
they began their March on the fixteenth Day Qf Aitgujl. The 
Army was well received in their firft Marches, at Jalapa, So- 
cochima, and Tcxucla, Towns in the fame Confederacy. As 
they went along they fcattered among thofe friendly Indians 
the Seeds of Religion, not fo much to inform them of the 
Truth, as to leave them fufpicious of tJieir own Errors. 



Human Corte^ feeing them fo docil and well difpofed, was of 



Opinion, that they fhould erefl 3 Crofs in every Town they 
parted thro', that at lcaft by this Means their Wqrftiip might 
be introduced ; but Father Bartolome dc Qlmedo^ and the 
Licentiate Juan Dia^ oppofed this .Opinion, perfwadjng hup 
that it might be a Rafhnofs.to cruft the Holy Crofs ,to Barba- 
rians ill inftrufled, who might offer fome Indecency to it, or 
at lea ft treat it after the lame Manna- as they did. their Idols 
if they fhould fuprrftitioufly worihip the lame, without .being 
ienfible of the Myllerv which the Crofs repreiented. 



His 



f 
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His Piety firft moved him to make the Proportion; but 
his good Judgment made him fenfible of the Force of the others 
Reafon. 

They next enter d upon the rough Part of the Mountain , 
the firft Difficulty they met with in their Road to Mexico, where 
they fuffered very much; for they were obliged to march over 
an uninhabitable Mountain three Days, whole Paths were over 
Prccipr es. They carried the Artillery by Strength of Arms, 
and fome Contrivances ; and the Badnefs of the Weather fa- 
tigued them much. The Cold was exceffive, and the Showers 
of Rain very hard and frequent, and the poor Soldiers having 
no Conveniency to make Barracks at Night, and no other 
Shelter but their Arms, they marched to keep themfelves warm, 
and were obliged to leek for Eafe with Wearinefs. Their Pro- 
vifionsaifo failed them, the iaft Calamity upon thefe Occafions; 
and their Refolution began now to contend with their Strength, 
when they gained the Top of the Mountain: There they 
found a Temple and a great Quantity of Wood ; but they 
made no Stay, becaufe on the other Side they difcovered lome 
neighbouring Villages, to which they marched haftily, to refrelh 
themfelves. and there found Accommodation fufficient to make 
them forget all that they had fuffered. 

At this Place began the Country of Zocothlan, in thole 
Days a large and populous Province, whofe Cazique refded in a 
City of the fame Name, fituate in the Valley at the Foot of 

the Mountain. 

Hern an Coftez gave him notice of his Arrival and Defigns, 
fending two Zempoalan Indians with the Meffage, who quickly 
returned with a grateful Anfwer; and in a fhortlune after they 
difcovered the City, a large Place, which in aftately manner filled 
great Part of the Plain. Their lowers and other Buildings at a 
Diftance appeared white, and becauie a Portuguejc Soldier compar- 
ed it to Caftilblancom Portugal, for fome Time it prelerved that 
Name. The Cazique came forth to receive Cortex with great 
Attendance ; but with a kind of forced Civility, which (hewed 
more of Artifice than Good-will. The Entertainment he gave 

r 

the Troops was not very pleaiant, their Lodging incommo- 
dious, and the Proviiions tcanty, and in every Thing it appeared, 
how little he was plealed with his Guclts : Hut Hcrnan Cortex 
flitted his Refentment, and reprels'd the Anger of his Soldiers, 
that he might not give the Indians any Miitrnit of the Peace 
which he had propofed, when he treated of only marching thro 7 
their Country, preferving the Reputation of his Arms, without 
flopping to improve it by more inconfidcrable Kntcrprizcs. 
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XV 



The Cazique of Zocothlan vifits Cortez a fecond 
Time, and highly extols the Greatnefs of Mote- 



zuma. 



Cortez refolves to march by the Way 




Tlafcala, of which 'Province, and the Nature of it: 
Government ; fome Information is got dtfXacazingxx 




H E next Day the Cazique repeated his Vifit, and 
came with a greater Train of Relations and Servants: 
His Name was Olinteth ; he was a Man of Capacity, 
and Lord of many Towns, and refpe&ed as the raoft 
considerable Perfon among all his Neighbours. Cortez, adorned 
himfelf to receive him with all the ufual outward Shew. And 
this Meeting was very remarkable ; for after having received 
him with great Civility, and the ufual Compliments being over 



with a becoming Gravity, Cortex, (believing he mould find the 
fame Complaint from him which he had heard from others,) 
afked whether he was a SubjecT: of the King of Mexico. To 
which the Cazique readily replied, " Is there any Man upon 
" the Earth who is not aVaflal and Slave to MotezumaV Cortex 
might very eallly have been dilcompos'd at the Cazique's an- 
fwering him with another Qucftion, which feemed lb refolutc 
ind lofty ; but he was lo much Matter of himfelf, that with 



fome Scorn he told him, " He knew very little of the World, 
" for that himfelf and thofe who accompanied him, were Sub- 
" jedb of another King, fo powerful, that he had many Subjects 
" greater Princes than Motezjirna" The Cazique was not mov'd 
at thefe Words, but, on the contrary, without entring into any 
Difpute or Comparifon, went on, recounting the Grandeur of 
his King as if he would not Hay to be afked, faying with great 
Gravity, That Motczuma was the greater! Prince then known in 
the World ; that the Provinces of his Dominion were not to 
be reckoned ; that he kept his Court in a City impregnable, 
founded in the Water in great Lakes ; that the Entrance to it 
was by Dikes, or Caufeways, with Drawbridges over feveral 
Openings, by which there was a Communication of the Waters. 



L I 



He 
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He enlarged much on the Immenlity of his Riches, and the 
Strength of his Armies 5 and above all on the Unhappinefs of 
thofe who did not obey him ; for with them he made up the 
Number of his Sacrifices, and that every Year above twenty 
thoufand Men (Enemies, or Rebels) died upon the Altars of his 
Gods. What he faid was true, but he fpoke it by way of Hy- 
perbole, and it was eafily perceived that he was influenced 
Mote^uma, and recounted his Greatnefs rather to caufe Fear than 

Admiration. 

Hern an Cortez perceived the Defign of his Difcourfe, and 
thinking it neceifary to put on Refolution, to difappoint thofe 
boafting Expreffions, anfwered, That he was already fufficiently 
informed of the Empire and Greatnefs of Mote^uma j and that 
were he a lefs Prince he ihould not have come from fuch di£ 
tant Countries to make an Offer of Friendlhip from another 
greater Prince than himfelf : That his EmbaiTy was peaceable, 
and that the Men who attended him in Arms ferved more for 
a Shew of Authority than Force ; but that both he, and all the 
Caziques of the Empire muft know, that he defired Peace -with- 
out being afraid of War ; for that the moft inconliderable of his 
Soldiers was able to cope with an Army of his King ; that he would 
never draw the Sword without jull Provocation: But once drawn, 
I will (faid he) put every Thing before me to Fire and Sword, and 
Nature will aflift me with her Prodigies, and Heaven with its 
Lightnings ; for it is the Caufe of Heaven I come to defend, 
banilhing your Vices, and the Errors of your Religion, and thele 

ery Sacrifices of human Blood, which you account the Greatnefs 
of your King. And (breaking up the Vifit) he turned to his Sol- 
diers, and laid, " This, my Friends, is what we leek, great 
Difficulties, and great Riches : By the one we gain Fame, 
and by the other Eltates." With this ihort Speech he abated 
the Pride of the Indians, and added frelh Courage to the Spa- 
niards ; telling his Thoughts to all without Artifice ; for from 
the very Beginning of this Undertaking, God had lo ftrengthen- 
cd his Heart, that altho' he fufficiently confidered, and knew the 
Dangers, he entered upon them, as if he had been fure of Succefs. 

T11 e Spaniards ffay'd five Days in Zocotblan ; and Cortc^ quickly 
found in the Caziquc another fort of RcfpecT:; for the Accommo- 
dation of the Troops was bettered; and they were more punc- 
tual in the Entertainment of their Guelfs. 

Cohtez\ Anfwergave him much Unealinefs, and he difcovered 
a thoughtful Peniivcnefs, occaiioned by his own Obfervations, 
as he him! elf afterwards confels'd to Father Bartolomc dc Olmcdo. 
He concluded in the firlt Place, that no Men would be fo bold 




v 



as 
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as to oppofe Mote^uma: And again, that they muft. be fome* 
thing niore, who talked with fo much Contempt of his Gods. 

With this Conceit .he obferv'd the Difference of their Coun- 
tenances, the Novelty of their Arms, and the Strangenefs of 
their Habit, together with the Obedience of their Horfes : And 
it feem'd to him, that the Spaniards were endued with fuperior 



fon, when they argued again ft the Inhumanity of 




orifices, the Injuftice of their Laws, and the Permiffions of Sen- 
fuaiity (fo unbounded amongftthofe Barbarians, that the greateft 

ft Nature were accounted lawful.) And from ali 
thefe Principles, his high Efteem of them drew Confequences, 
to make him believe, that fome Divinity dwelt in them. For 
there is no Underftuncling fo depraved, as not to be fenfible of 
Deformity of Vice, notwithstanding it be embraced by th 



Inclination, and disfigured by Cuftom. But the Fear of Mote- 
%uma, fo entirely poilefs ; d him, that he could not prevail with 
himfelf to acknowledge the Influence thofe Conliderations had 

on his Mind. 



He refted fatisfy'd with giving what was necefTary for the 



Support of the Troops : And not daring to fhow his Riches, was 
fparing of his Prefents, the greateft of his Liberality being four 



female Slaves, which he gave Corte^ to make his Bread, and 
twenty noble Indians; which he offered as Guides for the 
Army* 

There arofe a Queftion about the Road which they ftiould 
chufe for their March ; and the Cazique propofed that of the 
Province of Cbolula, as being a fertile Country and well peopled, 
whofe Inhabitants being more inclined to Merchandife than 




War, wouid give a fecure and commodious Paflage to his 
Troops : And he advifed them with great Earneftnefs not to 
march by the Road of TIafca/a, as being a Country always in 
War, and the Inhabitants of fo bloody a Difpofition, that they 
placed their Happinefs in making and keeping Men their Enemies* 
But the principal Indians who commanded the Zempoalans, told 
Cortex privately, that he muft not confide in that Advice, for 
that Cholula was a very populous City, and the People not to be 
depended on. That in Cholula^ and the Towns of that Diftriil, 
Mot equina commonly quarter 'd his Troops : And that it was 
very pollible the Cazique might lead them into the Danger 
with an evil Defign : For the Province of Tlafcala (tho it were 

were Confederates and Friends 
to the Totonaqucs and Zempoalans, which were in his Army, 
and made continual Wars with Motezuma : For which two 



ge, and the People warlike) 



fiderations, it would be more fecure to M 



r 



Country 
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Country : And being in Company with their Allies, the Spa* 



niards would not be looked upon as Strangers. Cortex lik'd 
what they laid, and finding it more reafonable to truft to his 
Indian Friends, than to a Cazique fo much affected to the In- 
terelt of Mote^uma^, he commanded the Troops to march to the 
Province of Tlafcala, whofe Bounds they in a little Time dif 
covered j for they border'd upon thofe of ZocqtHan ; and during; 
the firft Marches nothing coniiderable offered : But afterwards 
they heard fome Rumours of War, and were informed that the 
Country was in Arms, and their Delign kept fecret ; for 



Reafon Cortex refolved to halt in a Town but indifferently 
peopled, called Xacazjngo, until he might be better informed. 

Tlascala was at that Time a Province abounding with In- 
habitants, and above fifty Leagues in Circumference : The 
Land was mountainous and uneven, full of Hills, and feem'd to 
be Branches of the Mountain, which is now called the Great 
Cordillera. Their Towns, whofe Structure was rather durable 
than handfome, were built upon Eminences, partly to make 
life of the Advantages of the Ground in their Defence, and 
partly to leave the Plains to cultivate. At firft they had 
gs, which Goverment lafted fome Years, until Civil Wars 



arifing, they no longer cared to obey, and flung oft 



the People cannot fublift of themfelves, (being always Ene- 
mies to Subjection, till they are fenfible of the Damages of Liber- 
ty,) they formed themfelves into a Commonwealth, making many 
Princes to get rid of one. They divided their Towns into dif- 
ferent Districts, and each named one of their Chiefs to relide 
in the Court of Tlafcala, where they formed a Senate, whofe 
Refolutions all obeyed. A notable Kind of Ariftocracy, which 
being found amongft the Barbarity of thofe People, diminishes 
pretty much the Credit of our Politicks. Under this Form of 
Government they maintained themfelves long againft the Kin<*s 
of Mexico, and at that Time were in their greateft Strength ; 
for the Opprelfions of Mote^uma had augmented the Number 
of their Confederates ; and they had now brought over to their 
Party the Ototnies, a Nation barbarous even among Barbarians ; 
but always defirous of War, in which they knew not how to 
diftinguifh Valour from Cruelty. 

Cortez having receiv'd this Account, and not thinking it 
reafonable to defpife it, confulted about fending Medengers to 
the Rcpublick, to facilitate the Pafiage of his Troops ; which 
Meffage he entrufted to four of the chicfeft Zempoalans, in- 
ftruaing them by Means of Donna Marina and Amilar, in the 



they 



ey had in a M 



nc v 
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ner got it by Heart: And he chofe them out of thofe who 
propofed in Zocothlan the Road of Tlafcala, that they might 
have their own Advice in view, and be the more interefted in 
the good Succefs of the Negotiation. 




CHAP. XVI. 

Cortex j four Envoys Jet out for Tlafcala. An Ac- 
count of the Habit, and the Manner how Embajfies 
ivere delivered in that Country ; and of the Debates 
of that Republick about the Toint of receiving the 
Spaniards in a peaceable Manner. 



HE four Zempoalans immediately adorn'd themfelves 
after the Manner of Ambaffadors : For which Em- 
ployment, they put upon their Shoulder a Mantle, 
or Tippet of Cotton, wreath'd, and knotted at the 
Ends: In the Right Hand they bore a large Arrow, with the 
Feathers up on high, and on the left Arm a Target made of a 
Shell. The Intent of the Embaffy was known by the Feathers 
of the Arrow ; for the Red denoted War, and the White de- 
noted Peace ; after the lame Manner as the Romans diftinguifti'd 
by different SJmbols the Feciales and Caduceatorcs. By thefe 
Signs they were known and refpe&ed in their Marches: But 
they could not go out of the high Roads of the Province where 
they were travelling ; for if they were found without them, 
thofe Privileges, held for facred, loft all Force and Immunity ; 
obferving religioufly this kind of publick Faith, which Necef- 
fity invented, and placed among their Laws, as the Right of 
Nations, 

With thefe Marks of their Employment, the four Envoys of 
Cortczi cntred into Tlafcala; and being known as fuch, they were 
lodged in the Calp/jca^ (for fo they called the Houfe fet allele for 
the Reception of Ambaffadors;) and the Day following the Se- 
nate met to give them Audience in a great Hall, where they 
held their Councils. The Senators were feated according to 
their Seniority, upon low Chairs of an extraordinary Wood 
made of one Piece, which they called Topalcs. As foon as the 
Ambaffadors appear 'd, they raifed themfelves a little from their 

M m Scats, 
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Seats, and welcomed them with moderate Courtefy. They 
came in with their Arrows raifed on high, and the Points upon 



their Heads ; which, among their Ceremonies, was accounted 



the moft fubmifUve. Having paid their Refpedts to the Senate, 
they walked leifiirely up to the middle of the Hail, where they 
kneefd down, and without lifting up their Eyes, waited for 
Leave to he given them to fpeak. The eldeft Senator ordered 

them to declare their Bufinefs, and they leating themfelves on 
their own Legs, one of them who was pitch'd upon as the pro- 
pereft Perfon to make the Speech, delivered himfelf after this 
Manner. 

Noble Republick, Valiant and Potent Tlafcallans; cc The 
" Lord of ' Zempoala, and the Mountain Caziques, your Friends, 
and Confederates, fend you Health ; and wifhing you abun- 
dant Crops, and the Death of your Enemies, they give you 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



to underftand, that certain invincible Men, are arrived among 
them from the Eaft, who feem to be Deities ; for they 
fail upon great Palaces, and make ufe of Thunder and Light- 



ning, the peculiar Arms of Heaven : They are Servants of 
a another God, fuperior to ours, who is offended with Tyran- 
" nies and Sacrifices of human Blood. Their Captain is Am- 
u baffador from a very powerful Prince, who by the Impulfe 
of his Religion defires to reform the Abufes of our Coun- 
try, and redrefs the Violences of Motezuma ; and having 
already refcued our Provinces from the Oppreffion under 
" which they lived, finds himfelf obliged to pafs thro' your 
Republick, in his Way to Mexico ; and delires to know wherein 
that Tyrant has offended you, that he may take your Caufe 
in hand, and add it to the reft, which jnilify his Underta- 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



king. With this Notice then of their Deiigns, and with Ex- 
perience of their Benignity, we come before you to requeft 
and admonilh you, on the Part of our Caziques and all their 
u Confederates, that you would admit thefe Strangers, as Men 
defirous of doing Good, and Friends to your Allies. And on 
the Part of their Captain, we allure you, that he comes in a 
peaceable Manner, and only delires you would grant him a 
" free Paffage thro 5 your Country, believing that he delires 
your Good ; and that his Arms are the Inftruments of Juftice 
and Reafon, which defend the Caufe of Heaven, in their 
own Nature good and mild, and only hurtful to the Wicked, 
a and where they are provoked." 

Having thus concluded, the Four raifed themfelves upon 
their Knees, and making a profound Reverence to the Senate, 
they feated themfelves as before, expelling their An i wen 

Tin- 



cc 



cc 



cc 
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The Senators conferred a littleamong themfelves; and one in 
the Name of all the reft, told them, That they admitted the 
Propolition of the Zempoalans and Totonaques their Confederates, 
with all imaginable Gratitude ; but that the Anfwer they were 



to give to the Captain of the Strangers, required further Deli 



Deration. 



Having received this Anfwer, the Ambafladors retired to 
their Lodging ; and the Senate ftiut themfelves in, to difcufs 



the Difficulties or Conveniences of that Propofal. They firft 
weighed the Importance of the Aftair, thinking it worthy of 
mature Deliberation ; and they dilagreed fo far in Opinion, 
as to occaflon great Difputes. Some were for granting the Stran- 



gers the Liberty of palling on, as they defired ; others were for 
making War upon them, and endeavouring to deftroy them at 
once 5 others were for denying them Paflage, but permitting 
them to continue their March, provided it were without their 
Confines : Which Difference of Opinion occafion'd muchNoife, 
without coming to any Refolution, till Magijcatzjn, one of the 
eldcit of the Senators, and of greateft Authority in the Repub- 
lick, took it upon himfelf, and caufing Silence to be made, is 
faid to have fpoke after this Manner. 



cc 



cc 



You well know, Noble and Valiant Tlajcallans, that in the 
firft Ages of Antiquity, it was revealed to our Priefts, and is 
to this Day believed amongft us as a Point of Religion, that 
" an invincible Race of Men are to come from the Oriental Rc- 
" gions to this World, which we inhabit, with fuch Dominion 
<c over the Elements, that they lhall found moveable Cities np- 
u on the Seas, making life of Fire and Air to fubdue the Karth : 
cc And tho' among the Judicious, it is not believed that they 
" lhall be Gods, (as the Vulgar apprehends it,) yet the fame 



" Tradition informs us, that they lhall be a celeftial Race of 
a Men, fo valiant, that one lhall be able to vanquiih a thou- 
" land ; and fo good, that they lhall only endeavour to make 
u us live according to Reafon and Juftice. J cannot deny, but 
that the great Conformity there is between thefe Strangers, 
and thofe Signs, have given me a very great Concern. Thefe 



Houl'es 



their Velfels. Of their Valour, you have already 



cc 



cc 



from the Fame of their Actions in Tabasco ; and 
icfs you now lee acknowledged by your own very 
^es ; and if we caft our Ryes upon thole Comet 



and 



" Signals from Heaven, which Iiave fo often terrified us, me- 
thinks they fpeak to us, and come as Meflengers of this great- 
Novelty. Who then will be fo bold and ralh, (if thefe be the 

tc People 



cc 
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cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



People of our Prophecies J to try his Strength with Heaven, 
and treat as Enemies thofe who come armed with its Decrees ? 
J, at leaft, for my own Part, ilia 11 fear the Indignation of the 
Gods, who rigorouily puniih thofe that rebel againft them ; 



nd with their own very Lightning, it feems as if they 



cc 



cc 



cc 



pointing out to us to obey, for the Threats of 
to all, and it only deitroys where it meets Refiftance. But I 
will fuppole that thefe Signals are to be difregarded as cafual, 



and that the Stranger 



they 



u done us that we fhould confult about Revenge? Upon wh 
u Injury done to us fhall we found this Violence? Shall Tlafcala, 
cc which maintains ifr Libert} by its Victories, and its Vi£io- 



cc 



cc 



cc 



ries by the Jufiice of its Arm^, enter voluntarily into a War, 
which cafts a Rlemifh. upon its Government and Valour? 
Thefe People come in a peaceable Manner: Their Requeft is to 
pafs through our Republick, which they do not endeavour 
" without our Permiflion: Where then is their Crime? Where 
" our Provocation? They arrive at our Gates, confiding in the 
" Prote£lion of our Friends; and fhall we loofe our Friends by 
" engaging with thofe who defire our Friendship? What will 
' c the reft of our Confederates judge of this Aftion? and what 
" will Fame report of us, if five hundred Men oblige us to take 



" Arms ? Shall we gain as much by overcoming them, as we 



cc 



cc 



fhall loofe by having feared them? My Opinion is, that we 
admit them with Courtefy, and grant them the Paffage the) 



" defire; if they are Men, becaufe their Requeit is reafonable; 
" and if they are any Thing more, becaufe the Will of the 
" Gods is a fufficient Motive/' 

Thjf. Opinion of Magifcatzjn met with great Applaufe, and 
all were inclined to follow him with Acclamations; when one 
of the Senators, called Xi cot entail deiired Leave to fpeak : A 
young Man of great Spirit, who, on Account of Capacity and 
noble A&ions, poilefs'd the Port of General of their Army. 
Leave being obtained, and Silence being made, " Grey Hairs, 
" faid he, are not always infallible in their Decilions, as being 
more inclined to miftruft, than to aft with Boldnefs, and 
more proper to perfwade to Patience, than to valiant A&ions. 
I pay all Refpcft, as you do, to the Authority and Opinion of 
" Magifcatijn: But you will not think it ilrangc, confdcrn.g 
" my Age, and Profeflion, that I differ in Opinion, and pei- 
haps give the beft Advice ; for when we are talking of making 
War, we are often deceived by that which we call Prudence; 
for every Thing that looks like Fear, is not Virtue, but a 
Paffion. It is true, there is an Expe&ation among us (if thefe 



cc 



cc 



cc 
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cc 
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44 Oriental Reformers, whofe Coming is kept up in the Prophe'* 
u cy, and is dilatory in convincing us. It is not my Intention 
to make little of a Report, that has been made venerable by 
the Confent of Ages ; but tell me, I delire you, what Secu- 
rity have we, that thefe are our promifed Strangers? Is it the 
fame Thing to come by the Way of the Eaft, as to come from 
the Celeftial Regions, which We confider as the Birth-Place of 
the Sun. The Fire- Arms and great Embarkations which you 
call Sea Palaces, may they not be the EfFecT: of human In- 
duftry, which are admired;, becaufe they have not been feen r 
And perhaps they may be the Illusions of fome Inchantment, 
like the deceiving of the Sight, which we call cunning in our 
44 Diviners. What they did in Tabasco, was it any Thing more 
44 than breaking an Army fuperior to them in Number ? Shall 
this be thought in Tlafcala fupernatural, where every Day 
greater Deeds are done, with the ordinary Force ? And this 
great Benignity they have ufed towards the Zempoalans ; may 
44 it not be an Artifice, the more ealily to gain the People ? At 
44 leaft I lhall take it for a fufpicious Sweetnefs, that pleafes the 
44 Palate, to cover the Poifon ; for it is not of a Piece with the 
44 reft, that we know of their Co^etoufnefs, Pride, and Am- 
44 bition. Thefc Men (if they are not fome Monfters, nun 3 
44 up by the Sea upon out Coafts) rob our People ; live at Di£ 
4C cretion by the Law of their own Will, thirfting after Gold 
tC and Silver, and given up to the Delights of the Land. They 
tC contemn our Laws, and endeavour dangerous Novelties. 



tc 



cc 



both in Juftice and Religion : They deftroy our Temples, 
" pull in Pieces our Altars, and blafpheme our Gods; and is 
this the Race you call celeftial ? and can any one make it a 
Doubt whether we mould refift? and do we liften without 
Scandal to the Name of Peace ? If the Zcmpoalans and Toto<- 
naques have admitted them into their Friendlhip, it was with- 
out confulting our Republick : They advance under no better 
" Protection than the Want of Thought, which deferves to be 

cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 
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punifh'd in thofe that fupport them. Thefe Imprellions ol 
the Air and frightful Signals, fo magnified by Magifcatxjn, do 
rather perfwade us to treat them like Enemies, as being con* 
ftant Forerunners of Calamities and Miferies: Heaven with its 
Prodigies, does not give us notice of what we wifh, but what we 
are to fear; for thofe Felicities never come accompanied by 
Terrors ; nor does Heaven light Comets to lull us afleep, and 
to make us negligent and carelefs. My Opinion therefore is, 
that we join our Forces, and make an end of them at once ; 
for they come into our Power, mark'd out by Signals in 



N 



the 
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" the Heavens, purpofely that we may look on them as Gp- 
" prefTors of our Country, and of our Gods; and that efta- 
" bliming the Reputation of our Arms upon their Punifhment, 
ec che World may perceive, that it is not the fame Thing to be 
" immortal in Tabafco, and invincible in Tlafcala. 

These Reafons made greater Impreffion on the Senate than 
thofe of Magijc at^jn , as more agreeable to the Inclination of 
the People, bred up in Arms, and breathing nothing but War ; 
but upon difcuffing the Matter again, they refolved (as a Me- 
dium between both Opinions,) that Xicotental lhouJd join his 
Troops, and try his Strength with the Spaniards, fuppofing if 
lie overcame them, they preferved the Reputation of their Na- 
tion, and if he fhould be beaten, room might be left for the 
Republick to treat of Peace, by laying the Blame of the En- 
gagement upon the Otomies, and declaring it was a Diforder oc- 
calioned by their unfeafonable Fiercenefs. For which End they 
fo difpofed Matters, that the Zempoala AmbafTadors were de- 
tained in a fort of an underhand Imprifonment, having in 
view the preferving of their Confederates ; for they very well 
knew the Danger of this War, tho' they undertook it with 
little Attention, being fo brave, that they depended on their 
own Valour for the Succefs, but at the fame Time . fo cau- 
tious, that they kept in view the Accidents of a contrary For- 
tune. 





H 




P. XVII. 



The Spaniards refolve to draw near to Tlafcala, look- 
ing on the Detention of their Mejfevgers as a bad 
Sign. 

Indians that lay in Ambujhfor them ; and after- 
wards with the whole Power of the Republick. 



They engage with a Body of five thoufand 



I G H T Days the Spaniards ftay'd at Xacasjngo, ex- 
peeling the Return of their Melfengers, wh(>l# Delay 
was looked on as fomething extraordinary ; and 
Her nan Cortes^ with the Approbation of his Captains, 
and the Chiefs of the .tympoahns,, (for lie ufqd to fliew them fo 

much Favour apd Confidence, as to hear tXi^ir Opinions,) refol- 
ved 
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ved to continue his March, and draw nearer to Tlafcala, in or- 
der to difcover the Intentions of thofe Indians > cOnfidering, 
that if they were refolved on War, (as appear 'd by the firft To- 
kens, now confirmed by the Detention of their AmbafTadors,) 
it would be betrer to lhorten the Time of their Preparations, 
and feek them in their own City, before they lhould have the 
Advantage of joining their Troops, and engage drawn up in Or- 
der in the Field. The Army immediately marched in goo3 
Order, without omitting any of the Precautions which are 
wont to be obferved by thofe who fet their Foot into an Ene- 
my's Country ; and taking a Road between two Mountains, 
whofe Skirts formed a very delightful Valley, at little more 
than the Di fiance of two Leagues, they came to a great Wall, 

from the one Mountain to the other, entirely flop- 



ping up the Way : A fumptuous and ftrong Piece of Building 



which (lie wed the Power and Greatnefs of the Owner. The 
Ouriide was of hewn Stone, united with Mortar of extra- 
ordinary Strength. It was twenty Foot thick, and a Fathom 
and an half high ; and on the Top was a Parapet, after the 
Manner of our Fortifications. The Entrance was narrow and 
winding, the Wall in that Part dividing, and making two Walls, 
which circularly crofted each other, for the Space of ten Paces. 
They were informed by the Indians of Zocdthlan, that the faid 
Fortification was the Boundary of the Province of Tlafcala, 
built in former Ages to defend themfelves againft the InvalionS 
of their Enemies ; and it was very happy that they had not 
pofleffed themfelves of it againft the Spaniards ; which they 
did not, either becaufe there wanted Room in this Work for 



d 



they refolved 



expe£t them in the open Field, and im r eft them with theit 
whole Force, and lo deprive the Inferior in Number of the Ad- 
vantage of engaging in a narrow Pafs. 

The Spaniards palled to the other Side without an^ Diforder 
or Difficulty ; and having again formed themfelves, continu'd 

March flowly, till coming out into a more fp 



y, the Scouts discovered at a large Diftance twenty ot 




Indians, whofe Plumes fan Ornament only ufed hy Soldiers') 
denoted that there were Troops in the Field. They came 
with this Account to Cortex; who ordered them t'o return 
with Speed, and endeavour to Call therh with Signs of 
Peace, without giving themfelves much Trouble in fol- 
lowing them ; for the Place where they Were was uneven, 
and there feemed to he feveral Hollows and high Hiaftks ca- 
pable of hiding an Ambufcade. Ffe immediately follow'd 

them 
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them with eight Horfe, ordering his Captains to advance 
leifurely with the Infantry ; for it is never right to march Sol- 
diers out of Breath, and enter into an Engagement with Troops 
that are fatigued. 

The Indians ftay'd in the fame Place till the fix Horfe of the 
Vanguard drew near ; and without minding their Calling, and 
Behaviour with which they endeavoured to perfwade them to 
Peace, they turned their Backs, running till they incorporated 



th a Party a little before them, where they fac'd about, and 
put themfelves upon their Defence. At the fame Time the 
fourteen Horfe joined, and charged that Troop, rather to dif- 
cover the Country, than for any Account they made of their 
fmall Number. The Indians flood the Charge, lofmg but little 
Ground, making ufe of their Arms fo valiantly, that without 
minding what Damage they received, they wounded two Sol- 
diers and five Horfes. Upon that the Ambufcade which they 
had prepared, march'd out to the Affiftance of their Friends, 
and they difcovered a Body of about five thoufand Men at the 
Time when the Infantry came up, and the Troops formed 
themfelves in a Battalion, to fuftain the Fury with which the 
Enemy advanced to charge. But at the firft Volley of the 



Arms, which made a great Slaughter of their People, they 



turned their Backs and retired very haftily ; which firft Confuiion 
the Spaniards took Advantage of to clofe with them ; and did 



it with fuch good Order, and fo much Refolution, that in a 
fmall Time they quitted the Field, leaving fixty Men dead up- 
on the Spot, and fome Prifoners. Hernan Cortex did not care 
to follow the Chace, becauie the Day was declining, and he 
was defirous rather to terrify than deftroy them. The Spaniards 
immediately poflefled themfelves of fome little Houfes which 
were in fight, where they found Proviiions, and palled the 



Night chearfully, but not carelelly, fome taking their Reft 
whilft others watch'd. 

The next Day they continued their March in the fame Or- 
der, and difcovered the Enemy a fecond Time in a larger Body 
than before, coming with much more Hafte than good Order. 
They marched up their Troops with great Noife and Arrogance : 
But difcharging at too great a Diftance, their Arrows did no 
Execution ; and at the fame Time began to retreat, continuing 
to difcharge at a great Diftance, and particularly the Slingers, 
who were the furtheft off, feemed the moft refolutc. 

Hernan Cortez foon perceiv'd, that their Retreat had 
more of Stratagem than Fear ; and guefling that a greater En- 
gagement would enfue, he foUow'd the Enemy with his Forces 



m 
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in clofe Order, till having gained an Eminence which interpo'fed 
in the Road, he difcovered in the Plain, on the other fide, an 
Army which, as it was faid, confifted of above forty thoufand 
Men. It was compofed of various Nations, diftinguifhed by the 



Colours of their Enfiens and Plumes. In it were the Nobles of 




Tlafcala, and all their Confederates. Xicotencal commanded in 
Chief, who, as has been faid, was General of the Army of the 
Republick ; and under him the Auxiliary Troops were com- 
manded by their own Caziques, or moft conliderable Soldiers. 

The Spaniards might very well have been difheartned at the 
Sight of fuch an unequal Force ; but upon this Occafion, the 



Experience they had gained in Tabafco flood them in great 




Stead, and Hernan Cortex ftopp'd but a very little while to per- 
fwade them to the Battle ; for he faw by their Countenances 
and other Demonftrations, the Defire they had to engage. 
They began prefently to march down the Hill with a chearful 
Security : And becaufe it was broken uneven Land, in which 
they could not manage their Horfes, neither had the Fire-Arms 
their ErTe£t, difcharged from the upper Ground, they took 
much Pains to beat off the Enemy from thofe Grounds where 
they endeavoured to difpute the Pafs : But as foon as the Horfe 
_ot into better Ground, and part of the Foot had march'd into 
the Plain, they difpofed themfeives fo as to make Way for the 
Artillery to come down, and the Rear-Guard to form them- 
feives. The main Body of the Enemies was at little more Di- 
ftance than Mufket-Shot, engaging only with Shouts and 
Threats ; but fcarce did our Troops begin to move, after the 
Signal given, when the Indians began to retire again, as if they 
had fled ; being indeed a fecond Stratagem of Xicotencaf*-, to 
gain by the advancing of the Spaniards, his Delign of furround- 
ing and attacking them on all Sides; as appeared foon after ; 
for as foon as ever they had them at a Diltance from the Hill, 
which might have fecured their Rear, the greatefl Part of their Ar- 
my opened to the Right and Left, and running fnrioufly, pollcl- 
fed themfeives of the Ground on both Sides ; and then doling the 
Circle, obtained their Delign of furrounding their Enemies at 
a Diftance. They preiently began to clofe with incredible Di- 
ligence, and draw into a lefs Compafs ; and were fo united and 
refolute, that the Spaniards found it neceflary to draw up in a 
Square, facing every Way, and take Care of defending them- 
feives rather than of offending the Enemy, making Amends by 
Union, and a good Difpofition for the Inequality of Numbers. 
The Air was filled with Arrows, and rent by their Shouts 



and Noife : It rained Darts and Stones upon the Spaniards ; 



O o 



and 
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and the Indians being fenfible what little Effect their mif- 
five Arms had on their Enemy, came quickly to the Pikes 
and Swords. Great was the Slaughter of the Indians, and 

greater was there Obftinacy. 

Hern an Cortez charged with his Horfe where he found 
the ereateft Occafion, breaking in and trampling under Foot 
all that were near him. The Fire-Arms did them great Da- 
mage, and at the fame Time occafioned much Terror ; the 
Artillery did not make a Shot in vain, carting Aftonifhment 
among thofe whom the Balls fpared. As it was one of 
their Policies of War to conceal their Wounded, and carry off 
their Dead, a great many were employed that Way, and their 
Troops began to diminifti ; fo that they fell back to a greater 
Diftance, and began to fight more caiitioufly ; but Hernan Carter 
before they could put themfelves in Order to dole afrelh, re- 
refolvedto attack the weaken: Part of their Army, and open a 
ffage to feize fome Port, whereby he might extend h ^ 

againft the Enemy. He communicated his Intentions to 

his Captains ; and having placed his Horfe on the Wing 
lowed by the Foot at a larg 




fol 



lofed with the 



g aloud upon St. Peter. At firft they made fome Refill 

ance, plying their Weapons valiantly ; but the Fiercenefs of 



Horfes (fupernatural or monftruous in their Imagination; put 
them into Fear and Diforder, fo that flying on all Sides, they 
wounded and trod one another tinder Foot, doing the fame Da- 
mage to themfelves which they feared from the Spaniards. 

Pedro de Moron,, who was mounted on a lufty fwift 
Mare, had engaged himfelf too far; when fome principal 
Tlajcalans (who were got together for this Purpofe) feeing him 
alone, attacked him, and having feized his Lance and Bridle- 
Arm, gave the Mare fo many Wounds that flie fell down dead, 
and in an Inftant they cut off her Head, fome fay, it was at 
one Stroke ; but that hyperbolical Way of Speaking- does no- 
thing alter the Subftance of the Facts. Pedro de Morton received 
fome flight Wounds, and was taken Prifoner ; but he was foon 
after relieved by other Horfe, who, with the Death of fome 
Indians, freed him, and brought him back to the Army. This 
Accident was no way favourable to the Delign they had ; for 



1 



Enemy Time to return and clofe, and form 



felves again on that Side ; fo that the Spaniards 
the Engagement, (for it lalled an Hour*) began to doubt oi 



the Succefs ; but making a Virtue ofiNecclhty, i they were 
preparing to renew their Attach, when at once the Cries oi 

the Enemy ccafed, and there being a Gulden Silence atnong 

that 
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that Multitude, they heard only their little Kettle-Drums 
and Horns founding a Retreat, after their Manner, as prefently 
appeared ; for at the fame Time their Troops began to move 
off, and marching flowly for the Road of Tlafcala, they re- 
moved to the Top of a Hill, and left the Field to their 
Enemies. 

The Spaniards had Time to breathe upon this extraordinary 
Accident which appeared to them miraculous, becauie they 
did not perceive any natural Caufe, to which it might be at- 
tri'buted ; but they underftood afterwards {by Means of foroePri- 
foners) that Xicotencal had ordered the Retreat, becatife the greateft 
Part of his Commanders being killed in the Battle, he durft not 
undertake to manage fo many Men, without Officers to com- 
mand them. Many of their Nobles likewife fell, which made 
the Undertaking colt them dear, and very great was the Num- 
ber of their Wounded ; but notwith (landing fo great a Lofs, 



and that our Troops were entire, and they the People who re- 
treated, they entred their Lodgment triumphant, accounting it 



for a Victory that they were not overcome ; and the Head of 
the Mare, being all they had to fhew for their Triumph, 
Xicotencal carried it before him upon the Point of a Spear, and 
prefently lent it to Tlafcala, making a Prefent to the Senate of 
that formidable Spoil of War ; which was greatly admired, and 
afterwards facrificed in one of their Temples with extraordinary 
Solemnity : A proper Vi£tim for thofe Altars, and lefs unclean 
than the very Gods which were honoured by it. 

On our Side about nine or ten Soldiers were wounded, and 
fome Zempoalans, whofe AlTiftance was of great Service upon 
this Occafion ; for the Example of the Spaniards made them 
valiant, together with the Anger of feeing their Alliance de- 
fpifed and broken. At a little Diftance they di (covered a fmall. 
Place, leated on an Eminence which commanded the Country ; 
and Hcrnan Cort&z coniidering the Fatigue of his People, and 
how much Occafion they had to be refreshed, confnlted about 
poflelling himfelf of that Poft for their Lodgment ; which 
was done without Difficulty ; for the Inhabitants abandoned it 
upon the Retreat of their Army, leaving in it Abundance of 
Victuals, which helped to preferve their own Provisions, and 
refrefti their Wearinefs. There was not fufficicnt Accommo- 
dation for all to be under Cover ; but the Zempoalans took Care 
of themfelves, building Huts in a very Ihort Time ; and the 
Situation, which was naturally lfrong, was lecured as well as 



poffiblc with fome Wotfks of Earth and Falcines, which the) 
rais'd all the reft of the Day, with as much Heart and Chcar- 

fnlncis 
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fulnefs as if their very Work were Reft ; not that they were 
infenfible of the Danger in which they were, or thought the 
War finilh'd, but becaufe they attributed that to Providence, 
which they could not fo much as hope for from their own 
Strength ; and finding now that Heaven had declared in their 
Favour, they looked on thofe Things as poflible, which a little 
before they held for miraculous* 




CHAR XVIII. 

The Tlafcalans recruit their Army. They engage a 
fecond Time with greater Force ; and are over- 
thrown and broke by the Valour of the Spaniards, 
and by another new Accident^ which puts them in 

Dif order. 

A R I O U S were the Reafonirigs in Tla/cala, upon 
the News of this ill Succefs. They lamented the 
Death of their Captains and Caziques in a publick 
Manner j and from this Concern of theirs fprung diffe- 
rent Opinions. Some cried out for Peace, dignifying the Spaniards 
with the Name of immortal; whilft others broke out into Re- 
proaches and Threats againft them, comforting themfekes with 
the Death of the Mare, the only Trophy of the War. Magij- 
catzjn boafted he had forefeen the Succefs, repeating to his 
Friends what he had reprefented in the Senate, fpeaking of it 
as one who finds a Vanity even in the rejecting of his Advice. 
Xicotencal from his Camp delired that they would reinforce his 
Army with frefh Supplies, leflening his Lofs, and making ufe 
of that to move them to Revenge. At this Time one of the 
Confederate Caziques arrived at TIafcala with ten thoufand Men, 
which Succour they looked on as a Providence of the Gods ; 
and their Courage encreafing with their Forces, the Senate re- 
folded to lift frefti Troops, and profecute the War at all Ha- 
zard. 

Her nan CorTez (the Day after the Battle) endeavoured 
only to put his Fortifications in better Order, and furround his 
Quarters, adding new Works to help the natural Strength of the 

Place. 
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Place. He bad a Mind to renew the Offers of Peace, and could 
find no Way to introduce his Negotiation; for the four Zern* 
poalan Envoys (who were returned to the Army by different 
Ways) came terrify 'd, and infe&ed the reft. They had happily 
broke from a (freight Confinement, (where they were put the 
Day Xicotencal took the Field, ) being deftin'd with their Blood 
to appeafe the God of War ; and upon the Report they made of 
this Inhumanity, it did not feem convenient, nor indeed would 
it have been eafy to make others expofe them fe Ives to the fame 
Danger. 

The very Stillnefs of the Enemy gave him Concern ; for 
there was not any Rumour of War in all the Country round 
about; and the Retreat of Xicotencal had all the Signs of a Dif- 
pute not yet ended. Ke ought in right Reafon to have main- 
tained this Poft for his Retreat, in cafe of Neceflity ; but he 
found Inconveniencies in that Refolution; for the Indians would 
have interpreted the {hutting himfelf up in his Quarters, as 
Want of Valour ; a Consideration of great Importance, in a 
War fupported more by Opinion than Force. 

But taking Care of every Thing, like a diligent Comman- 
der, he refolved to fally out the next Day in the Morning to 
gain Intelligence, view the Country, and diflurb the Enemy ; 
which he executed in Perfon, with all his Horfe, and two hun- 
dred Foot, the one Half Spaniards,, and the other Zempoalans. 

We muft own this Undertaking was dangerous, considering 
the Force of the Enemy, and in a Country fo conveniently dif- 
pofed for Ambufhes. Her nan Cortex fhould have ventured his 
Perfon lefs, the whole Affair depending upon him ; and in our 
Opinion, this Excefs of Bravery is by no Means worthy of Imi- 
tation, by thofe who command Armies, whofe Safety ought to 
be confidcr'd as publick, and whofe Valour is to inlpire others. 
We might excufe him by the Examples of feveral great Men, who 
have been the firft in expofing themiel ves to the Dangers of Rattles, 
performing a Part with their Swords, in the Execution of their 
own Commands ; but as we are more obliged to give a juft Re- 
lation of his Anions, than to clear them from all Blame, we 
fliall leave him open to this honourable Obje&ion* which is in- 
deed the beft Fault of a Commander. 

Th e y went fo far as to difcover fome Villages in the Road 
to Tlafcala, where they found great Quantities of Provilions, and 
took feveral Prifoners ; from whom they underftood, that Xico- 
tencal was encamped two Leagues from thence, not far from the 
City; and that he was railing more Forces again ft the Spaniards; 
with which Account they returned to their Quarters, having 

P p done 
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done fome Damage in the neighbouring Places : For the Zem- 
poalans, who were now anger d upon their own Account, put 
every Thing to Fire and Sword they met in their Way ; an Ex 



cefs which Cortex reprimanded faintly; for he was not forry that 
the Tlajcahtns fhould be made fenlible how far he was from be- 
ing afraid of the War, fmce he provoked them to it with fucli 
Hoftilities. 

He prefently fet at Liberty all thePrifoners he had made in that 
Sally ; and gave them fuch Entertainment as appeared necef- 
fary to make them forget their Fear of the Spaniards, and to 
return with an Account of their Benignity. He ordered to fearch 
out ( among the other Prifoners that were taken on the Day of 



the Battle, ) thofe who appeared the mod ingenious; and out of 
thofe he chofe two or three to carry a MeiTage to XicotencaL The 
Subftance of which was, That he was very much concerned for the 
Lofs his People had fuftained in the Battle ; for which they were to 
blame who gave the Occafion, by receiving thofe with Arms who came 
to propofe Peace ; that he did again require it of him, laying a fide 
entirely all the Reafons he had to be difpleafed ; but that if they 
would not prefently difarm, and accept of it, they would oblige him 
utterly to defiroy them at once, making the Name of their Nation a 
Terror to their Neighbours. The Indians departed with this Mef- 
fage, well inftr u£ted and pleas'd, promihng to return with the 
Anfwer; and but a few Hours paffed before they made good 
their Word : But they returned bloody and ill-treated ; for Xi- 
cotencal order d them to be punifh'd for their Boldnefs in bring- 
ing him fuch a Propoial ; and did not order them to be killa, 
that they might return wounded to the Sight of Cortex ; and 
that carrying with them this farther Proof of his Refolution, 
they might let him know, That at the firfl Rifing of the Sun he 
jhould fee him in the Field ; that his Intention was to carry him 
and all his People alive to the Altar of his Gods, and appeafc them 
with their Hearts Blood', and that he did immediately give him Notice 
of his Refolution, that he might have Time to prepare himfelf ; Giving 
him further to nndcrfiand, that he was nvc accufldmed to leffen the 
Glory of his Victories by the Carelefnefs of his Enemies. The In- 
lblence of this Barbarian occafion'd more Anger than Concern in 
the Mind of Cortex : But he did not difregard his Advice, nor 
defpife his Counfel; on the conttary, at the firfl Break of Day, 
he drew out his Troops into the Field, leaving in his Quarters 
fuch a Forte as he thought necefTary for their Defence, and ad- 
vancing little lefs than half a League, chofe a convenient Pofl, 
where he might receive the Enemy with Advantage; there he 

fornfd 
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form'd his Ranks as the Ground would permit, and agreeable tc 



the Experience he already had of this War. His Flanks he fe< 
ired with the Artillery, ordering them when and at what Dif 



tance to difcharge. He fent his Vanguard before, and put 



ting himfelf at the Head of his Horfe, to take care of fu^ v « . 5 
where it was needful, he attended the Succefs, Ihewing in his 
Countenance the Eafmefs of his Mind, without having much 
Occafion to make ufe of his Eloquence to inftrucF and animate 
his Soldiers ; for they all came chearful and courageous, their 
Cuftom of overcoming making them delirous to enga 

It was not long before the Scouts returned with an Accoun 
that the Enemy was upon the March with a very powerful Ar 
my 5 and very foon after they difcovered their Vanguard 




began to fill with armed Indians ; the Eye could 
reach the End of their Troops, which covered the whole Hori- 
zon. Their Army confifted of above fifty thoufand Men, (as they 
themfelves confefs'd J the whole Force of the Republick, and all 
their Allies, that they might take the Spaniards alive, and carry 
them bound, firft offering their Blood to the Gods, and then 

g their Flelfi for a Banquet. They brought forth into the 
Field a great Eagle of Gold, raifed on high, the Enfign of 




Tlafcala, which they only made ufe of in their greateft Und 
takings. They drew near with incredible Diligence ; and when 
they came within Reach of the Cannon, the Artillery began to 
put a Stop to their Speed, ftriking fuch a Terror into them, 




er 



they flood ftill fome Time, divided bet 

ger prevailing, they came forward 



they were fo near as to make ufe of their Slings and 



they were ftopp'd a fecond Time by the Terror of the 
Fire- Arms and Cro£s-Bows. 

The Engagement continued a long Time very bloody on the 
Part of the Indians, and but with fmall Damage to the Spa- 
niards, by reafon of the Advantage of their Arms, and the Or- 
der and good Difpofition with which they gave and received 
the Charge; but the Indians perceiving the Blood they loft, and 
that their own Dilatorinefs was deffrucFive to them, they mo- 
ved all at once j and the Hindmoll pufhing on the Forcmoft, 
the whole Multitude fell upon the Spaniards and Zempoalans 
with fo much Fury and Defpair, that they broke and difordered 
them, quite overthrowing that Union and good Difpofition in 
which they were formed. There was then Occafion for all the 
Valour of the Soldiers, all the Bravery and Diligence of the Of- 
ficers, all the Strength of the Horfe, and all the Want of mili- 
tary Skill in the Indians, to enable them to form again ; which 

they 
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they did by main Force, and with the Death of all that did no 
immediately give Way before them. 

At this Time there happened an Accident, as before, 
which it appeared a fecond Time that the fpecial Providence of 
God defended his own Caufe : A very great Difturbance was per- 
ceived in the Enemy's Army ; Troops were moving to different 
Parts, dividing and turning their Arms againft each other : Where- 





upon, they all retired in a tumultuous Manner; and thofe who 
engaged in the Front, turned their Backs and fled. The 
niards purfued them with fome fmall Execution ; for Cortex 
did not care to expofe himfelf to their charging him again at 
too great a Diftance from his Quarters. 

It was known afterwards that the Caufe of that Difturbance, 
and the Reafon of this fecond Retreat was, that Xicotencal, who 
was a paffionate proud Man, and founded his Authority upon 
the Patience of thofe under his Command, did, with too much 
Liberty, reprimand one of the principal Caziques, who ferved 
under him with ten thoufand Men, calling him a Coward, and 
Mean-fpirited, for not advancing when the reft were engaged; 
which he returned with fo much Boldnefs, that it came to a 
Breach and a Challenge between them; and in a fhort Time it 
became the Caufe of their whole Nation, who efpoufed the 
Quarrel of their Chief, and prepared for his Defence; with 
which Example other Caziques, who were his Friends, muti- 
nied ; and taking a Refolution of withdrawing their Troops from 
an Army, where their Valour was fo little regarded, they put 
it in Execution with fo much Celerity and Difpleafure, that 
they put all the reft into Diforder ; and Xicotencal being fenfible 
of his Weaknefs, endeavoured only to fecure himfelf, leaving 
the Field and the Yiclory to his Enemies. 

It is not our Intention to relate this fo favourable Succefs, 
and fo opportune to the Spaniards, as a Miracle ; on the contra- 
ry, we confefs, that it was the cafual Difagreement of thofe 
Caziques, and might ealily happen when a General commanded 
of fo little Temper, and with io little Superiority over the 
Confederates of his Republick; but whoever will confider this 
powerful Army of Barbarians, overthrown and broke to Pieces a 
firft and fecond Time, (an Action fcarce to be fuppofed, feeming 
fuperior to any human Force,) muft acknowledge in the very 
Cafualties the Hand of God, whofe ineffable Wifdom is wont- 
to bring about his high Deligns by thofe which Men call Con- 
tingencies, making ufe very often of that which he permits, to 
bring about that which he is di footing. 
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Great was the Number of the Indians killed upon this 

wounded, (as they 



Occaiion, and much 



them f el 



g 



did afterwards 



of 



On our Side only 



dier was killed, and twenty wounded, but fo flightly 



they 



Victory 



able to mount Guard that Night. But notwithstanding th 



fo g 



fo much more wonderful than 



ft, (for they engaged with a greater Army, and the Enemy re- 
d overthrown,) yet the Novelty of having been broke 



and put 
lion upoi 



for 



Difor 
f 



e Span/fJj Soldiers, 



made fuch an Impref 



their Quarters melancholy 
been vanquifti'd. There 



fti 



they returned 



k 



d 



That they 



gry many 



plainly dec] 



Id not wilfully throw 



fel 



away for 



Cartels Humour ; that he fhould think of returning to Vera 



Cruz* for that 



1 



poifibl 



fe they would do it themf 



any farther 



or 



im 



them, 



ambition and Temerity. Hern an Cortex was informed of 
d retired to his Tent, without endeavouring to reduce 
ill tin 



ci 



y were recovered from that Fright, and had 
fenlible how much they were miftaken in what they 



prop 



oled : For in Diftempers of this Kind, hafty Remedi 
irritate than correal ; Fear in Men being a violent Pafii 
:h Reaion at the fir ft cannot govern. 





HAP. XIX. 



He man Cortex fiills the new Disturbance among his 
Men. The Tcople of Tiafcala take //^Spaniards 
for Enchanters. They confult their Magicians ; 
and by their /Id-vice attack them by Night in their 

Quarters. 




HE Difturbancc among the Malecontcnts encreafcd; 
and the Diligence of the Captains, together with the 
contrary Opinion op the better iort, not being fuffi- 
cient to reduce them, Hernan Cortc^ found it neceflary 
to Ihew himfelf, and endeavour to bring them to Reafon. To 
which Knd, he order 'd all the Spaniards to aflemble in the Place 
of Arms, upon Pretence of coming to a Relolution upon the 

Q_cj pre font 
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prefent State of Affairs ; and placing near himfelf the moft 
Troublefome, (a fort of Favour neceflary for their better hear- 
ing,) " It allows, faid he, of no great Difpute, what our Ar- 
a my is to do, having gained in a ftiort Time two Battles, in 
u which your Valour, and the Weaknefs of your Enemies, 



have equally appeared. It is true, overcoming an Enemy is 
" not the finilhing Stroke of a War ; for the improving a Vic- 
u tory has alfo its Difficulties : And we muft avoid thofe Dan- 
" gers that oftentimes attend good Succefs, as Things annexed 
to human Felicity. But this, my Friends, is not what gives 



cc 



cc 



cc 



tc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



u me Trouble : I fland in need of your Advice upon a greater 



u Doubt. They tell me, that fome of our Soldiers are again 
u defirous, and ilir up one another to propofe, that we fliould 
retreat. I am willing to believe they ground this Opinion 



upon fome good Reafon ; but it is not right, that a Point of 
fo much Importance fliould be treated in a murmuring 
Manner. Tell all your Opinions freely ; do not difcredit 



what you earneftly defire, by propofing it in a criminal Way. 



And that we may all reafon upon that which is moft conve 
" nient for us all, let us firft confider the Condition in which 



* c we are, and refolve at once upon fomething which cannot be 
" contradicted. This Enterprize was begun with your Appro- 
bation, I may fay, with your Applaufe. Our Refolution was 
to pafs on to the Court of Motezytma. We all devoted our 
felves to this Undertaking for our Religion, and our King, as 
alfo for our Honour and our Hopes. Thefe Indians of Tlaf* 

cala, who endeavour'd to oppole our Delign with all the 
Power of the Republick and Confederates, are now over- 
thrown and conquered. It is not polhble (according to the 
natural Courfe of Things) that they fhould delay long to 
requeft Peace, or grant us PafTage. Jf this happens, how 
greatly will it add to our Reputation ? What will thefe Bar- 
barians conceive of us, who already rank us with their Gods? 
Mote^uma^ who expelled us with Concern, (as has appeared 
by the Repetition and Artifice of his Embaffies,) will behold 
us with greater Terror, after having vanquished the Tlafca- 
lans y who are the moll valiant Men of the Country, and 
have by Force of Arms maintained their Liberty againft him. 
It may be very poffible that he will make us very advanta- 
geous Offers, fearing left we fliould join with his Rebels.. 
And very poffible that this fame Difficulty, we now meet with, 
may be the Means which God makes ufe of to facilitate our 



Undertakings, by making Tryal of our Conftancy ; for he 



will not work Miracles for us, without making ufe both of 



" our 
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" our Hearts and Hands. But if we ftiould turn our Backs, 
(and be the firft that have been difcouraged by Victories, ) 



cc 



a 



cc 



cc 




d Labour is loft 



hop 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



for ? or what is it that we ought not to fear ? Thefe 
vanquifti'd People, that are now terrify 'd, and fugitive, will 
be animated at our being difhearten'd, and knowing all the 
fhort Cuts and difficult Paflages of the Country, they will 
purfue, and break lis in our March. Our Indian Friends 
(who ftand by us contented and courageous) will q 



nd efcape to their own Country, publilhing our Difg 



Zempoalans and Totonaques, our Confederates, (who are 
our only Refuge in the Retreat,) will confpire againft us, 
loiing the great Opinion they had of our Power. I repeat it 
again, let every Thing be maturely confider'd, and by comparing 
the Hopes which we abandon, with the Dangers to which we 
expofe our felves, propofe and deliberate what will be moll 
convenient ; for I leave you to your full Liberty of Dif- 



rfe, and have laid before you 
free my Opinion from Blame, than defend 




S c a r c i J. y had Hernan Corte^ finifti'd his Difcourfe, when 
one of the diflatisfy'd Soldiers, convinced by his Reafons, raifed 
his Voice, telling the reft, cc Friends, our Captain asks what we 
" are to do, but inftru&s us while he is asking : It is not pof- 
" fiblefor us to retire now, without being loft." 

The reft were convinced, confeffing their Error, and the 
other Part rejoiced at their being undeceiv'd ; and it was reiolv 
by Acclamations, to profecute the Enterprize. The Dlfturbance 
of thofe Soldiers who were defirous of finding Reft in the Ifle 
of Cuba, being at that Time entirely pacify 'd, whofe Unrealo- 
nablenels was one of the Difficulties which did moft trouble the 
Mind, and exercife the Conftancy of: Cortex in this Enterprize. 

This fecondRoutof their Army caufedan unufual Trouble in 
Tlafcala : They all admir'd, and were confounded. The com- 
mon People cried out for Peace ; and the Nobles were unable 
to carry on the War. Some proposal to retire to the Moun- 
tains with their Families ; others laid the Spaniards were Deities, 
inclining to pay them Obedience with Circumftances of Ado- 
ration. 

The Senate aflembled to confult how to re (tore their Af- 
fairs : And beginning to argue from their own Fear, they all 
con fe fled that the Force of thofe Strangers appeared to be more 
than natural : But they were not fully perfwaded they were 
Gods, efteeming it too great a Lightnefs to conform their Opi- 
nions to the Credulity of the Vulgar ; but were rather incline! 

to 
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to believe that they performed fuch wonderful A&ions by ma- 
gical Art. And coming to a Refolution, that they ought to have 
Recourfe to the fame Science, in order to overcome them, and 
fo take off the Force of one Enchantment with another, they 
fummoned their Magicians and Diviners for this Purpofe, whofe 
Delufions were much introduced by the Devil in that Country, 
and no lefs reverenced. The Opinion of the Senate was com- 

d to them, which they approved of with my ft 



Conftderation ; giving them to underftand, that they knew 



Doubt they had to propofe, and had beforehand ftudied 
the Cafe ; telling them, That by the Obfervation of their Cir- 
cles, and by their Divinations, they had fully difcover'd the Se- 
cret of this Novelty ; and that the Whole confifted, in that the 
Spaniards were the Offspring of the Sun, produced by his own 
active Quality in the Mother-Earth of the Oriental Regions, 
their greateft Enchantment being the Prefence of their Father, 
whofe warm Influence did communicate unto them a Kind of 
Force fuperior to human Nature, and made them immortal ; 
but that upon his difappearing in the Weft, the Influence ceafed, 
and they remained difheartned and withered, like the Herbs of 
the Field, reduced to the Terms of Mortality, like other Men ; 
for which Conlideration it was neceflary to attack them 
Night, and deftroy them before the Rifing Sun made their 
vincible. 

Those Senators very much applauded the great Knowledge 
of their Magicians, being fatisfyM that they had found out the 
difficult Point, and diicover d the Way to obtain Viflory. It 
was contrary ro the Cuftom of this Country to engage by 




Night ; but as in extraordinary Cafes little Refpe£t is had to 
Cuftom, this important News was lent to Xicotcncal, with Or- 
ders to attack the Spaniards in their Quarters on the Setting of 
the Sun, endeavouring to deftroy and make an End of them 
before he Ihould return to the Eaft. Acordingly he began to 
diipofc every Thing for the A&ion, believing (with fome Ex- 
cufe) the Impofture of the Magicians, as coming to him autho- 
rized by the Opinion of the Senate. 

During this Interim of Time, the Spaniards had fe\'eral 



f little Coulee 



of 



mies fhewed themfelves on the Eminences near the Quartei 



or were 



fled before the Spaniards could engage 
beat off with Lois. They made fome Sallies to raife Contribu- 
tions from the neighbouring Villages,, where they ufed the In- 
habitants well, and gained both their Good Wills and Proviiions. 
Cortex took fpecial Care to prefcrvc Dilcipline, and keep his 

People 
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People vigilant, during this Time of Reft in their Quarters; 
He always had his Centinels polled at a Diftance, his Guards 

i with the utmoft Military Stri£tnefs ; the Horfes flood 
i a J J led all Night, with their Bridles upon the Pummels ; the 
Soldiers either watch'd, or, if they refted, lay upon their Arms. 
\n Exa&nefs which feems fuperfluous to the Negligent, but 



then prov'd very necefTary; for at the coming on of the Night, 



deftin'd for the Attack refolVd on by the Tlafcalans, the Centi- 
nels dif covered a Body of the Enemy marching towards their 
Quarters with unaccuftom'd Slownels and Silence. Notice was 
given of it without any Noife ; and as the Soldiers were always 
prepared for fuch Accidents, they immediately manned the Works, 
and with great Readinefs difpos'd every Thing that appear d ne- 
ceftary lor their Defence. 

Xicotencal upon the Credit of his Magicians came on in- 

ienfible of Danger, thinking to find his Enemies without Spirit 
or Strength, and to end the War before the Rifing of the Sun ; 



but he brought with him ten thoufand Men, left they fhould 



not be difpirited by the Abfence of the Sun. The Spaniards 
let him draw near, without making any Motion; and he made 
a Difpolition to attack the Qiiarters on three Sides : Which Or- 
der the Indians executed with Speed and Refolution ; but they 
met with fuch a powerful and unlook'd-fbr Refiftance, that many 
died in the Attack, and the reft were ftruck with the more Fear, 
by how much the greater had been the Security with which they 
came. Xicotencal was fenfible (tho' late) of the Delufion of his 
Sorcerers, and of the Difficulty of his Undertaking; but his 
Anger and Courage would not let him conftder, and therefore 
he gave Orders for another Attack to be made on all Sides, 
and he return d to the AiTault, pouring the whole Body of his 
Troops upon our Defences. We cannot but acknowledge the 
Valour with which the Indians try'd this Way of Fight in the 
Night, and again It a Fortification, a Thing altogether new in 
their W ay ot making War. They helped one another with 
their Shoulders and Anns to gain the Wall, and received 
Wounds, which they made larger by their own prefling for- 
ward ; and the fore m oft falling, did not in the leaft terrify 
thole who came behind. 

i 

Thf. Combat Lifted a long Time, their own Difbrder en- 
damaging them no lcls than our Arms; till Xicotencal being con- 
vincYl that it was not polTible for him to compafs what he in- 
tended, order d the Signal to be given for drawing off, and 
thought of retreating. But Her nan Carter (who had a watchful 
Kye over all,) as loon as he found them llackening, and faw 



R r 



that 
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that they return'd in Heaps from the Wall, fent out Part of 
his Foot, and all his Horfe, which were ready prepar'd, with 
Breaft-Plates full of Bells, that by the Novelty of the Noife 



they might ftrike the greater Terror : Which fudden Affault 
put the Indians into fuch a Fright, that they endeavour'd only 
to efcape, without making any Refiftance. They left a con- 
fiderable Number of Dead in the Field, with fome Wounded 
which they could not carry off ; and of the Spaniards only two 
or three were wounded, and one Zempoalan kill'd : An Event 
that feem'd miraculous, conlidering the innumerable Multitude 
of Arrows, Darts, and Stones, which they found within their 
Intrenchments ; and a Victory, which for the Eafinefs and 
fmall Expence wherewith it was gained, was celebrated among 



the Soldiers with particular Demonftrations of Joy; though 
at that Time they were not fenfible how much it imported 



them to have been valiant in the Night, nor of the Obliga 



tions they lay under to the Magicians of Tlafcala, whofe Folly 
was of Ufe in this Work; for it rais'd the Reputation of 
the Spaniards to the higheft Pitch, and facilitated a Peace, 
which is the beft Advantage of War. 




CHAP. XX. 

The Senate commands the General to fufpend the W tr : 
He refufes to obey ; but on the contrary, defigns to 
give a frefh Affault upon the Spanifli Quarters. 
His Spies are d/j covered and puniflfd. A Treaty 
of 'Peace begins to be Jet on foot. 

HE great Hopes which the City had conceived, with- 
out any other Reafon, than that of trufting the 
Succefs of their Arms to the Favour of the Night, 
being vanifh'd, the Common People again called out 
for Peace ; the Nobles were diflatisfy'd, and came now into 
the fame Sentiments with the Populace, though they made 
lefs Noife : The Senators were diflicarten'd and filent; and 
the firft Thing they did, was to punifh. their Magicians for 

their own Folly, not fo much, Uvauic Deceit in them was 

a 
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a new Thing, but becaufe they were ailiamed they had be- 
lieved them. Two or three of the chiefeft of them were 
ficrificed in one of their Temples; the reft were reprimand-* 
ed, and found themfelves obliged to Lye with lefs Liberty 

in that AfTembly. 

A ft r.R that, the Senate met to confult about the princi- 
pal Affair, and all without Exception, inclined to Peace ; grant- 
ing that the Judgment of Magifcatzjn had forefeen what had 
befallen them, and the molt Incredulous confeffing, that thofe 
Strangers were, without Doubt, the Celeftiai Men mentioned 
in their Prophecies. Their £rffc Refolution was to difpatch an 
Exprefs immediately to Xicotencal, with Orders to fufpend the 
War, and only keep himfelf upon his Guard ; acquainting him; 
that they were treating for a Peace, which was already refolved 
on the Part of the Senate, and that they would immediately 
name Ambaffadors to propofe it, and to make the beft Terms 
they could in Favour of the Republick. 

However, Xicotencal was fo obftinately bent againft the 
Spaniards, and fo far blinded by his Martial Employment, that 
he utterly denied Obedience to this Order, and anfwered with 
Arrogance and Difrefpect, That he and his Soldiers were the true 
Senate, and rrould take Care of the Credit of their Nation, f nce the 
Fathers of the Country abandoned it. He had difpofed Matters 
fo as to aflault the Spaniards a fecond Time by Night, and 
within their Quarters; not that he made any Account of the 
paft Divinations, but becaufe he thought it better to keep them 
ihut up, that they might come alive into his Hands. But 
he intended to go upon this Undertaking with a greater Force, 
and better Intelligence; and knowing that fome Peafants of 
the adjacent Villages repaired to the Quarters with Provifions, 
to exchange them for Spanijh Baubles, he made ufe of this 
Means to facilitate his Enterprize; and chofe forty Soldiers in 
whom he confided, who, clothed after the Manner of Peafants, 
loaded with Frtiit, Hens, and Bread made of Indian Corn, were 
to enter the Place, and obferve the Nature and Strength or 
the Fortification, and where it might be aflaulted with leaft 
Difficulty. 

So M e fay, that thefe Indians were fent as AmbalTadors from 

Xicotencal himfelf, with feigned Propofals of Peace, (in which 

Cafe the Inadvertency of our People would be more culpable.) 

But whether the Pretence was this, or the other, they entered 

within their Quarters, and were among the Spaniards great Part 

of the Morning without any Notice being taken of their Stay, 

till a Zcmpoalan Soldier gave Notice, that they went flily 

about, 
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about, obferving the Walls, and looking over them in a curious 
Manner; of which he prefently gave Notice to Corte^. And 
as in this Kind of Sufpicions, there is no Sign which is tri- 
vial, or Shadow that has not a Body, he ordered them to be 
feized immediately ; which was eafily executed. Being examined 
ieparately, they confeffed the Truth without much Reliftance, 
fome prefted by Torture, and others by the Fear of it; all 
agreeing that a fecond Aflault was to have been made on the 
Quarters that fame Night ; for which Undertaking their General 
was now upon the March with twenty thoufand Men, and was 
to wait for them at a League's Diftance, in order to difpofe his 
Attacks, according to the Account they lhould bring him of the 
WeaknelTes they had obferved in the Works. 

Her nan Cortez was much concerned at this Accident, for 
he Was then indifpos'd ; and it coft him more Trouble to con- 
ceal his Sicknefs, than to bear it : But he never kept his Bed, 
or took Care of himfelf, but when he had nothing elfe to take 
Care of. It is reported of him, (we will not pafs it by in Si- 
lence,) That juft before one of the Engagements with the Tlafca- 
lans, he had taken Phyfick ; and that he mounted his Horle, 
made a Difpolition of the Battle, and engaged without finding 
the leaft Diforder, or thinking on the Purge, the which, by that 
Diverfion of his Mind, was deprived of its a£Hve Quality, and 
had not the EfFeft until the next Day. Father Von Prudencio de 
Sandoval, in his Hiftory of the Emperor Charles V. looks upon it 
as a Miracle which God wrought on him : A Notion which 
Philofophers will difpute, to whofe Profeilion it belongs to fhew 
how, in this Cafe, the natural Faculty may be fo far influenced 
by the Imagination, bulled in greater Matters, as to ceafe perform- 
ing its Function; or how the Spirits, gathering about the Heart and 
the Head, draw after them that natural Heat which fliould put 
the Medicine in Motion. Such an Accident, however, ought not 

„j , ... erving to Ihew how much this 

Commander gave himlelf up to the vigilant Care of what he was 
to direft and order in the Battle : An Employment which, in 
Truth, -requires the whole Man, as great as he can be; and thefe 
Confiderations arc iometimes permitted in Hiftory, as propoling 
Examples, which animate to an Imitation. 

The Deligns of Xicotcncal being now difcovered by the Con- 
fethon of his Spies, Reman Cortni gave the ncceflary Orders for 
the Defence of his Quarters ; and immediately eonlidered on the 
Punilhment thole Delinquents deferved , being already con- 
demned to Death by the Laws of War. But he thought, that 
to kill them without the Knowledge of the Enemy, would be 

Jufticc 
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Juftice without Terror : And as he did not fo much want to 
iatisfy himfelf, as to terrify them, he gave Orders, that the 
moft obftinate of them (which were fourteen or fifteen) fhonld 
have fome their Hands, and the reft their Thumbs cut off ; and 
in this Manner difmilfed them, bidding them tell Xicotencal from 
him, that he was now waiting for him ; and that he fent 
them alive, that he might not lofe the Informations they car- 
ry'd of his Fortifications. 



The Indian Army (that was now marching to the Enter- 




prize) was ftruck with Horror at this bloody Spectacle : They 
itood aftonilh'd, as well at the Novelty, as at the Rigour of the 
Punifhment ; and Xicotencal more than all the reft at the Dis- 
covery of his Defigns ; this being the firft Stroke which touched 
his Mind, and began to ftagger his Refolution ; for he was 
perfwaded that thofe Men could not have difcovered his Spies, 
and penetrated his Thoughts, without the Help of fome Divi- 
nity: On which Reflection he began to be troubled, and 
doubtful which Way he fhould manage ; but when he was 
now inclined to refolve on a Retreat, he found it neceflary, 
another Accident, and that which his Obftinacy refifted, 
was now done without his Confent: For at this Time fevera'l 
Minifters arrived from the Senate, who, by their Authority, 
informed him, that he muft deliver up his Staff of General '; 
for that by reafon of his Difobedience, and the Infolence of bis 
Anfwers, they had revoked the Power, by Vertue of which he 
commanded the Arms of the Republick. They alfo ordfered 
the Captains not to obey him, upon Pain of being declared 
Tray tors to their Country. Now as this News came immediate- 
ly on the Back of that Confufion which the difmem bring of the 
Spies hud caufed in all, and in Xicotencal the Penetration of his 
Secret, no Man was fo bold as to reply, but on the contrary, 
fubmitted themfeives to the Commands of the Republick : All 
that Preparation for War breaking up with extraordinary R'ea- 
dinefs ; the Caziques marched to their own Lands ; the Tlafcit- 
lans took the Road to the City, without cxpe&ing farther Or- 
ders ; and Xicotencal, who was now lefs refolute, thought him- 
felf happy that they had taken the Command out t)f his Hands, 
and returned to the City attended only by his Friends and Re* 
lations ; where he appear d before the Senate, ill coverihg Ills 
Vexation with this Shew of his Obedience. 

The Spaniards were that Night upon the Watch, and tufted 
the next Day without being negligent ; for they were n6t will 
alTured of the Intention of the Enemy, tho' th6 t Indians that 
were brought under Contribution affirmed, that the Ahuy 

S f was 
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was broke up, and a Treaty of Peace refolded on. They con- 
tinued thus in Sufpence till the next Day hi the Morning, 
when the Centinels difcovered a Troop of Indians, who feeni d 
to them to come with Burdens on their Backs along the Road 
of Tlafcala. Hernan Cortex ordered .they Ihould retire to the 
Place, and let them draw near. At the Head of this Troop 
came four Perfons of Rank well adorned, whofe Habit and 
white Feathers denoted Peace : Behind them came their Ser- 
vants ; and after them twenty or thirty Indian Tamenes loaded 
with Provifions. Every now and then they ftopp'd, as fearful 
to approach, and made Signs of Refpeft and Humility towards 
the Quarters, diverting their Fear with Courtefy : They 
bowed their Bodies till they touch'd the Earth with then- 
Hands, then raifing themfelves, and putting them to their Lips ; 
a Refpeft they only fhewed to their Princes ; and being come 
nearer, they paid a greater Submiflion, with the Smoak 
of their Cenfers. Then Donna Marina appeared upon the 
.Wall, and aiked them in their Language, from whom, and 
for what Purpofe they came. They anfwered, from the Se- 
nate and Republick of Tlafcala, and to treat of Peace. Upon 
which they were permitted to enter. 

Hernan Cortez received them with proper State and Gra- 
vity, and they repeating their Bows and Perfume?, delivered 
their EmbafTy, which conlifted of feveral Excufes for what had 
palled, frivolous, but fufficient in the main to fhew their Re- 
pentance. They faid, That the Otomics and Chontalcs, barba- 
rous Nations of their Confederacy, had joined their Troops, and 
made War contrary to the Opinion of the Senate, whofe Au- 
thority had not been able to reprefs the firft Sallies of their 
Fiercenefs; but that they were now difarmed, and the Repub- 
lick very delirous of Peace : That they did not only bring with 
them the Voice of the Senate, but of the Nobles and Common 
People, to requeft that they would march preiently with all their 
Soldiers to the City, where they might ftay as long as they pleafcd 
with Security, and where they Ihould be ferved and relpefted as 
Children of the Sun, and Brothers of their Gods : And laftly, 
they concluded their Difcourfe without being able handfomcly 
to cover their Artifice in. what related to the pa ft War, but 
with lome Shew of Sincerity in their Proport ion of Peace. 

Hernan Cortez a fecond Time affected Severity ; and rc- 
ftraining his inward Complacency from appearing on his Coun- 
tenance, only anfwered, That they Ihould underllantl, and tell 
the Senate from him, that it was no fmall Demon ftration of 
of his Goodnefs to admit and hear them, when they might 

juilly 
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juftly fear his Indignation as Delinquents, and ought to receive 
Laws as vanquifli d : That the Peace they propoied was agree- 
able to his Inclination ; but that they fought it after too unjuft 



and obftinate a War to obtain 

CircumfpeS 




iily, or at leail, not with- 
hat he would fee how they 
they did to deferve it : And 



perfevered in d 

in the mean Time, he would endeavour to appe 
of his Cap 



and put a Stop to 



Tuftice of 



fufpending the Punilhment with an up-lifted 



that the) 



ght 



Amendment, make life of what Time there 



between the Threat and the Blow- 
Co rtez anfwer'd them in this Manner, to gain fome Time 
to recover of his Indilpofition, and to enquire the better into 
the Truth of their Propofal : For which End he thought it 
neceifary that thofe Meflengers Ihould return with Concern, and 
doubtful, left the Senate Ihould grow proud and backward, by 
finding him very eafy, or defirous of the Peace ; for in this fort 
of Affairs, that which 



feems the fartheft Way about, is often 



Ihorteft Cut; and Difficulties well managed 



hafty 



better than 




m 





H 





XXL 



New Ambajjadors come from Motezuma to the Spa- 
nifli Smarter Sj to obftrutl the Peace with Tlafcala. 
The Senate perfeveres in defiring it ; and Xia> 
tencal takes upon himfelf the Negotiation. 



HE Fame of the Spaniards encreafeel with thefe Victo- 
ries ; und Motezuma, who had frequent Accounts of what 
palled in Tlafcala, by the Obfervation of his Miniltcrs, 
and the Diligence of his Couriers, began to be more 
apprehenlive of his Danger, when he law that warlike Nation, 
which had fo often refilled his Armies, fubdu'd and vaijquiuYd 
by fo fm a 11 a Number of Men. He greatly admired the Actions 




which were reported of thole Strangers; and feared, that when 
once the Tlajcalans were reduced to their Obedience, they might 
make ufe of their Rebellion, and of their Anifs, and aim at 

greater 
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greater Matters to the Damage of his Empire. But it is very 
remarkable, that in the Midft of io many Perplexities and Sus- 
picions, he did not bethink himfelf of his Power, and go about 
forming an Army for his Defence and Security ; on the contra- 
ry, without attempting (by I know not what fuperior Genius 
that over-awed his Spirit) to afTemble his People, in order to 
make War, he made life of political Arts, and was fluctuating 
among gentle Means. At that Time he had in view to break 
the Union of the Spaniards and Tlafcalans, and he did not think 
amifs ; for where there wants Refolution, Prudence is wont to 
be very watchful and careful. To this End, he refolved to fend 
a new Embafly and Prefent to Cortex. The Pretence was to 
congratulate the good Succefs of his Arms, and his aflifting him to 
chaltifethe Infolence of his Enemies theTlafcalans ; but the princi- 
pal End was, to delire,with new Inftances, that he would not think 



of coming to his Court, laying before him greater Difficulties 



which obligd liim not to grant Permiffion. The Ambafladors 
had fecret Inltru&ions to look into the State of the Tlafcalan 
War, and endeavour (in cafe there was a Talk of Peace, and 
the Spaniards feemed inclinable) to divert and obftrucl the 
Conclusion, without difcovering their Prince's Concern, or quit- 

ting th^ir Negotjajion, till they had .given him an Account, and 
waited his 0$e$.. * : 

Five Mexicans of the greater! Rank among the Nobility 
came with this Embafly; and travelling with fome Circum- 
fpe£tion on the Borders of Tlafcala, arrived at the Quarters a lit- 
tle after the Ministers of the Republick were departed. Bernan 
Cortex received them with great Kindnefs and Courtefy ; for 
Mote^uma's Silence had given him fome Uneafinefs. He heard 
the Embafly gracioufly, and received the Prefent with Thanks, 
(being worth about a thoufand Pieces of Eight, in feveral Pieces 
of light Gold, befides other Curiofities of Feathers and Cotton,) 
but did not give them his Anfwer at that Time, becaufe he 
was defirous they mould, before their Departure, fee the Tlafca- 
lans reduced, and defiring Peace; neither did they folia 
be difpatch'd, becaufe they alfo defired to ftay thei 
was no,t long e'er they difcovered the whole Secret c 
ltru&ions ; for they told what they mould have conceal'd,' by 
asking, with little Difcretion, that which they came to be in- 
formed of; and in a fhort Time all Mote^uma's Fear was Jmown, 
as alfo of what Importance the Peace of Tlafcala was, in order 
to bring him to Reafon. 

The Republick, in the mean time, defiring to convince the 
Spaniards of their Sincerity, fent Orders to the neighbouring 

Villages 
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Villages, to furnifti the Quarters with Provifions, commanding 
them not to receive any Price for them ; which was punctually 
executed, and they had Plenty of all Things; the Peafants not 
daring ro receive the leaft Return. Two Days after they difco- 
vered on the Road that led to the City a confiderable Troop of 
Indians, who drew near with the Enligns of Peace; of which 
Cortex being advifed, gave Orders to admit them; and to receive 
them, mixed among his own Attendance, the Mexican Ambaf- 
fadors, making them believe, that he trufted them with that 
which he defired they mould know. The Chief of thefe Tlaf- 
calans was Xicotencal himfelf, who undertook the Charge of 
treating and concluding this great Affair; whether to fatisfy 
the Senate, by attoning with this Action for his part Rebellion, 
or that he was perfwaded Peace was neceffary, and being ambi- 
tious of Glory, did not care that the Good of the Republick 
Ihould be owing to another. He was attended by fifty Gentle- 
men of his Party and Parentage, well-dreffed after their Man- 
ner. He was of more than a middle Stature, well-made, ra- 
ther Lufty than Corpulent : His Habit was a white Mantle, put 
on after a handfome Manner, and fome Jewels in their proper 
Places : His Face was of no agreeable Proportion, but yet fuch 
as infufed Refpect, and more obfervable for its Boldnefs than 
Deformity. He came before Cortex with the free Air of a Sol- 
dier; and having paid his Refpedts, took his Seat, told who he 
was, and began his Speech: Confeffingthathe was wholly to blame 
for the paft War, believing that the Spaniards were Favourers 
of Mote^uma, whofe Name he abhor'd ; but that now, as the 
firft Witnefs of their gallant Actions, he came with the Merit of 
aPerfon, fubmitting, to put himfelf into the Hands of his Con- 
queror ; hoping by this Submiffion and Acknowledgement, to 
obtain Pardon for his Republick, whofe Name, Power, and Au- 
thority he had, not to propofe, but with all Stibmillion, to re- 
quell Peace, and to accept it upon his own Terms : That he 
afkcd it once, and twice, and thrice, in the Name of the Se- 
nate, Nobles, and Commons of Tlafeala, entreating him with 
all Earneftnefs to honour the City immediately with his Pre- 
fence, where he mould find Quarters provided for all his Men, 
and all the Refpect and Service he could expect from thole who, 
being brave, fubmitted to entreat and obey : But he would on- 
ly pray him ("and that not as a Condition of the Peace, but as 
the Effect of his own Goodnefs) that the Inhabitants might be 
well ufed, and their Gods and Wives protected from Military 
Li berty . 



Cortex 
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Cortez was fo pleafed with the Difcourfe and Freedom 



f Xicotencal, that he could not forbear mewing it in his 




Countenance to thofe who ftood by ; fullering himfelf 




be carried away by a Refpeft due to valiant Men ; but he or- 
dered Donna Marina to tell him fo, that he might not think it 
was the Propofal with which he was fo much pleafed ; and he 

took up his Gravity, to lay before him, not without fome 
Vehemence, how little Reafon his Republick had to make fucli 
an unjuft War, and for him to foment fuch a Piece of Injuftice 
with fo much Obftinacy. Upon which he enlarged as far as 
was necelfary, without being tedious, and after having exag- 
gerated the Crime, to enhance the Value of the Pardon, he 
concluded, granting the Peace they defired, and that he would 
not offer Violence to any one, or opprefs them in the March of 
his Army. To which he added, that when he went to their 
City, he would give them Notice of it in Time, and make the 



cc 



<c 



ffary Difpofitions for his Entry and Quarters 
jcotencal was much concerned at this Delay, looking on 
s a Pretence for the better examining into the Sincerity of 
Treaty : And turning his Eyes upon the Audience, " You 

Reafon (faid he) Great Teules (fo they call'd then- 



ce 



cc 



cc 



CC 



CC 



CC 



Gods) to chaftife our Sincerity with your Diftruft : But if 
be not fufficient to gain your Belief, when the whole Repub- 
lick of Tlafcala fpeaks to you by me, I, who am the Captain- 
General of their Armies, and thefe Gentlemen of my Reti- 
nue, who are the principal Nobles, and greater!: Captains of 
my Nation, will remain as Hoftages for your Security, and 
continue in your Power, or be imprifoned during the whole 
Time you fhall fray in our City." Hernan Corte^ was much 
fatisfy'd with this Offer : But as he always delired to appear Su- 
perior, he anfwer'd, That there was no Occafion for fuch an 
Argument to convince him, that they defired that which was 
fo much for their Intereft ; nor did his Men ftand in need of 
Hoftages to enter their City in Security, and maintain them- 
felves there without Fear, as they had already maintained them- 
felves in the midft of their Armies ; but that the Peace remain- 
ed firm, and fecured in his Word ; and he would march as foon 
as he could difpofe Matters for it. With this he broke up the 
Conference, and waited upon them as far as the Gate of his 
Quarters, where he again embraced Xicotencal ; and giving him 
his Hand afterwards, told him at parting, That he would no 
longer delay the returning of his Vilit, than only the Ihort 



Time that was ncccflary to d i i patch the Ambafladors of 



%u ma 
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zjima. 



Which Words gave fufficient Life 



to the Negotiation 



tho' they feemed to drop by Chance. 

He then ftay'd with the Mexicans ; and they made a Jeft of 
the Peace, and of thofe who propofed it, proceeding fo far as 
to blame (and not without a difpleafing Liberty) the Eaiinefs with 
which die Spaniards fufFered themfelves to be perfwaded ; and 

way of Inftru&ion, 

That they much wonder'd fo wife a Man mould not have found 
out the Tlafcalans ; a barbarous People, who fupported them- 
felves more by their Deceits than their Forces : That he mould 
look well to 

voured to fecure him, to take an Advantage of his Carelefnefs 



turning to Cortezi, they told him, as 




what he was doing 



for that they only endea 



to deftroy both him and his Men; but when they faw that he 
ftood fixed to his Word, and could not refufe Peace to them 
that defired it, nor be wanting to the Honour of his Arms, 
they ftood for fome Time thoughtful ; the Refult of which 
was to defire him ( their Perfwafion 



being 



now turned to a 
Requeft) that he would delay his March to Tlafcala for fix 
Days, in which Time the two Chiefeft of their Number mould 
o and inform their Prince of what had paffed, and the reft 
would ftay there to expe£fc his Refolution 5 to which Herman 
Cortex did agree; for he did not think it proper to break 




through the Refpecl due to Mote^uma, nor lay afide all the 
Hopes which this Piece of Service might do him ; it being pof- 
fible he might by this remove thofe Difficulties he made of 



iuftering himfelf to be feen : And fo he made his Advantage of 
the Inclination he found in the Tlafcalans and Mexicans, and 
thus raifed the Reputation of the Peace, caufing it to be defired 
by fome, and feared by others. 



The End of the Second Book. 
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An Account 




the Voyage of thofe fent 




Cortez into Spain ; with the Oppojition and 
Impediments that retarded their Dijpatches. 




F is now reafonable that we return to the 
Captains Alonfo Hernandez Porto Carrcro 
and Francifco dc Montejo, who fail'd from 
Vera Cru^ with the Prefcnt, and Letters 
for the King ; the hrft Account, and 
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the firft 
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Interpretation of which very often ruins Affairs, and 
rarely hits with the Intention of the Superior. 

Francijco de Montejo had a certain Farm allotted for 
his Share in the Ifland of Cuba, near the Havana ; and 
when they came in Sight of Cape St. Anton, he propofed to 
his Companions and the Pilot Juan de Alaminos to put 
in there, and furnilh themfelves with fome Provihons, 
to help them out in their Voyage : For this Dwelling 
being fo far from the City of St. Jago, where Diego Ve- 
lafque^ refided, they thought they did but very little dif- 
obey the Subftance of the Order Cortex had given them, 
to keep at a Diftance from Diego Felafque^s Government. 
He obtained his Defire, and enjoy 'd the Satisfaction of fee- 
ing his Home ; and ran the Rifque not only of loling the 
Veflel, but alfo the prefent, and the whole Bulinefs with 
which he was intruded : For Diego Velafqueii, whom his 
Jealoufy of Cortex, kept continually watchful, had diftri- 
buted Spies among all the Habitations on the Coaft, to 
give him an Account of whatfoever happened, fufpe&ing 
that Corte^ would fend fome of his Ships to the Ifland of 
St. Domingo, to give an Account of his Difcovery, and 
afk Succour of the Religious Governors ; which Applica- 
tion he was defirous to prevent and obftrucT:. By this 
Means he was prefently acquainted with what pafTed in the 
Dwelling of Montejo ; and in a very few Honrs difpatched 
away two light Sailors, well manned and furnilhed with 
Artillery, with Orders to take that Ship of Cortex at 
all Rifques. This was put in Execution with fo much 
Celerity, that the Pilot Alaminos had Occafion for all his 
Skill and good Fortune to avoid the Danger which hazard- 
ed all the Advances made in New Spain. 

Bernal Dia^, del Cajlillo reflects with very little Reafon 
on the Reputation of Francijco de Montejo, (worthy of better 
Treatment, both on Account of his Quality and Cou- 
rage.) He charges him with betraying the Truft which 
Cortex had repofed in him ; and fays, he went alhore to his 
Houfe, with a Defign to fet afide the Voyage, by giving 
Diego Velafquc^ an Opportunity of feizing the Ship ; that 
he writ him a Letter of Advice, and lent it by a Sailor, 
who fwam afliore; and other Circumftances without 
Foundation ; in which he afterwards contradicts himfelf, 
by mentioning particularly with what Refolution and 
Aclivenefs Francijco de Montejo oppofed the Agents and 

Favourers 
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Favourers of Diego Velafqueii at the Court; but writes 
alfo, that the Envoys of Corte^ did not find the Emperor 
Spain ; and affirms federal other Matters, by which 



'tis eafily perceived with what Facility he gave Ear to 
every Thing : And 'tis neceflary to read his Works with 
Caution, where he has not been informed by his own 



Eyes. In fine, they continued their Courfe by the Chan- 
nel of Bahama ; Anton de Alaminos being the firft Pilot 
who threw himfelf into the Danger of thofe Currents ; 
and at that Time there was Oecafion for all the Violence 
with which the Waters precipitate themfelves between the 
Lucaian Iflands and Florida, to pafs quickly into the open 
Sea, and fruftrate the Deligns of Velajque^ 

The Weather favoured them; and they arrived at Se- 
vill in October, in an unlucky Conjuncture ; for there 
they found the Chaplain Benito Martin, who came to the 
Court (as we have laid) to follicite the Intereft of Diego 
Velafquez, to whom he had fent his Commiflion of the 
King's Lieutenant, and was waiting for an VelTel to re- 
turn to Cuba. This Accident appeared very extraordina- 
ry to the Chaplain, who employ 'd all his Care and In- 
tereft, complaining of Hernan Cortex, and thofe who came 
in his Name, before the Minifters of the Contratation 
(as they now call it) of the Indies, that is, the Directors of 
the Trade, declaring, That that Ship belong'd to his Ra- 
fter Diego Velajque^,, and all that was in her, as belong- 
ing to his Conqueft : That the landing on the Provinces 
upon the Continent was done by Stealth, and without Au- 
thority, Cortex and thofe with him, having made ufe of 
that Fleet which Diego Velafque^ had equipped for the 
fame Enterprize : That the Captains Porto Carrero and 
Montejo ought to be feverely punifhed, or at lealt the Vcl- 
fel, with her Cargo, ought to be feiz'd, till fuch Time as 
they proved their Right, and by whofe Authority they 
had a Commiflion. 

Diego Velajqucii had many Friends in Sevill ; for he pre- 
fented liberally, and feemed to be in the Right ; at lealt, 
in doubtful Cafes, People are ufed to interpret as they 
would have it. Finally, the Chaplains Charge was admit- 
ted, and the VelTel feiz'd, the Envoys of Corte^ being per- 
mitted to refort to the King upon good Security. With 
this Pcrmiflion the two Captains, and the Pilot Alaminos, 
departed for Barcelona, believing they Ihould find the 

Con r t 
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Court in that City ; but they came juft as the King was 
gpne to Comma, whither he had fummond the Eftates of 
Caftik, and prepared his Navy to pafs over into Flanders, 
having now been fome Time preited by the Germans to 
accept of the Imperial Crown. Thtj did not think fit tq 
follow the Court, to prevent being obliged to difcourfe in 
hafte on a Matter of fuch Importance, which being loft 
in the Hurry of the Journey, would be little regarded for 
its Novelty, for want of being duly considered.. Upon 
which Reflection they took the Road of Medellin^ with a 
Delign to vifit Martin Cortex and try if they could per- 
fwade him to go with them to the Prefence of the King, 
and authorize by his grey Hairs and Reprefentation the 
Inftances of his Son. They were received by that venera- 
ble old Man with all the Tendernefs they could expecl 
from a troubled and difconfolate Father, who had already 
bewailed the Death of a Son, in whom now he found, to- 
gether with the, News of his Life, as much to admire in his 
Actions, as to celebrate in his Fortune. 

He determined to go prefently with them ; and being in- 
formed where the Emperor (for fo we mall call him now J 
was, they believed he would make fome Stay in Tordefillas 
to take Leave pf his Mother, the Queen Donna Juana, and 
difpatch fome Affairs relating to his Journey. There they 
attended the Coming of the Emperor, had their firft Au- 
dience, and were favoured by an opportune Accident; 
for the Minifters at Sevill not daring to detain, by way 
of Embargo, what came on account of the Emperor, it 
happen'd that Cartels Prefent, and the Indians of the new 
Conqueft, arrived at the fame Time; with which Accident 
the News they brought was better heard, reconciling to 
the Eyes the ftrange Things they had heard; for thofe 
Curiolities of Gold, valuable for the Art, as well as Mat- 
ter, the curious fine Works of Feathers and Cotton, and 
thofe rational Creatures of Inch extraordinary Phyfiog- 
nomy, that they looked like Men of another Species, were 
fo many other Teftimonies to make his wonderful Account 
believed. 

The Emperor heard them with a very grateful Ear; and 

the firft Motion of his Royal Mind was to turn to God, 

and give him humble Thanks, that new Kingdoms were 

difcovered in his Time, where he might introduce his holy 

Name, and fpread the Gofpel. He had feveral Conferences 

with 
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with them, and informed himfeff very carefully of the 
Affairs of that new World, of the Dominions and Forces of 
Mote^uma, of the Quality and Capacity of Cortex He 
alked the Pilot Alaminos .fome QuefHons concerning the Na- 
vigation. He ordered the Indians mould be carried to Sc- 
vill, that they might preferve their Healths better in a more 
temperate Climate; and by what could be gathered at that 
Time of his good Difpofition to ehcourage that Underta- 
king, his Refolves would have been fhort and Favourable^ 
if he had not been taken up with other Affairs of the ut- 
moft Importance. There came Letters every Day from 
the Cities, with Propofitions little relpeclful. Caflile com- 
plained tliat her Cortes were oblig'd to aflemble in Galicia ; 
the Kingdom was jealous that the Empire would be a Bur- 
den upon them ; and their Obedience was mixed with 
Proteftations. In fhort, by little and little, the Seed of the 
enfuing Rebellion of the Commons began to take Root 
among the People : They all loved the King, and all loft 
their Refpecl : They were troubled at his Abfehce, and 
lamented the Want of him. And this natural Love con- 
verted into Paffion, or not properly difpofed, in a fhort 
Time threaten'd the Lofs of his Dominion. The Empe- 
ror refolved to haften his Journey, that he might be at a 
Diftance from their Complaints ; and put it in Execution 
accordingly, believing he mould return in a fhort Time, 
and without much Difficulty, correct thofe ill Humours 
he left in Motion ; but with Refpecl: to thofe high Motives 
which obliged him to take that Voyage, we cannot but ac- 
knowledge, he ran a very great Rifque. And in Truth, he 
confiders but little his Health, who runs into Exceffes, up- 
on a Suppolition that he fhall find Remedies in Time of 
Neceffity. 

Upon Account of thefe Difturbances, the Demand of 
Cortex was referred to Cardinal Adrian and the Alfembly of 
Prelates and- Minifters, who were of his Council in the Co- 
vernment, during the Abfence of the Emperor, with Or- 
ders, that after a Hearing before the Council of the Indies^ 
they mould take a Medium in the Pretenfions oft Diego fe/aj- 
quc%j and encourage the Difcovery and fpiritural Conquell" 
of that Land, which now was known by the Name of New 
Spain. The Prefident of this Council (which was formed 
fome few Days before) was Juan Rodriguez de Fonjcca BHhop 
of Burgos^ ailiftcd by Hernando de Vega Lord otGrajal, Don 
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Francijco de Zapata, Don Antonio de Padilla of the Royai 
Council, and Pedro de Martir of Angleria, Protonotary of 
Aragon. The Prefident was very well fkili'd in the Affairs 
of the Indies, of which he had the Management a long 
while, and all gave Way to his Authority and Experience. 
He openly favoured Diego Velafque^ either for that the 
Chaplain's Reafons wsighed with him, or elfe for the good 
Opinion he had of the Governor. 

Bernal Dia^ del Caflillo relates the Caufe of this Partiality 
with a tedious Indecency. But as he only fays what he 
heard, 'tis likely there is little or nothing in it. That which 
cannot be denied is, that the Caufe of Corte^ fuffered much 
by what he urged againft him, giving an ill Name to his 
Conqueft, and treating it as a Crime of evil Confequence: 
He reprefented that Diego Valafque^ by Vertue of the Title 
given him by the Emperor, was Chief of the Undertaking 
and in Juftice, of the Means by which it was profecuted : 
He urg'd the little Reliance there was on a Man in 
Rebellion againft his own Superior, and how much fuch 
Principles of Sedition ought to be feared in Provinces fo re- 
mote : He protefted the Damages which might enfne : And 
laftly, he laid fo great a Strefs upon his Reprefentation, 
that he put both the Cardinal, and thofe of the AfTembly 
to a Stand. 

* 

They were very fenfible that he appeared over zealous 
in the Caufe of Felafque^ ; yet they would not prefume to 
determine fo important a Point againft io able a Minifter ; 
nor did they hold it convenient to give Cortex Occafion of 
Diftruftj when he was fo employed, and when they were 
in Truth obliged to him for the greateft Difcovery that had 
been made. Thofe Doubts and Oppofitions retarded their 
Refolution after fuch a Manner, that the Emperor returned 
from his Journey, and other Agents arrived from Cortex^ 
before they came to any Determination upon his Pretenfions. 
All that Martin Cortex and his Friends could obtain, 
was, an Allowance of fome Part of the Treafure for their 
Expences, out of thofe Efte&s which were feiz'd at Sevill ; 
with which moderate Supply they were two Years in the 
Court, following the Councils, like unregarded Pretenders ; 
the Intereft of the Monarchy at that Time being made a 
particular Affair, contrary to the many Inftances, where 
particular Intereft is made that of the PublicL 
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CHAP. II. 

t 

Motezuma endeavours to break the "Peace of 
Tlafcala. The People of that Republick con- 
tinue their Inflames. Hernan Cortex pur- 

fues his March, and makes his Entry into 
that City. 

U R I N G the fix Days that Hernan Corte^ con- 
tinued in his Quarters to comply with the Mexi- 
cans , it was known by frefh Experience, with 
what Earneftnefs the People of Tlafcala defined 
Peace ; and how jealous they were of the diligent Negotia- 
tions of Mote%uma. The Ambafladors, which were expected, 
came within the prefixed Time, and were received with the 
ufual Civility, There came fix Gentlemen of the Royal 
Family, with a fplendid Attendance, and another Prefent 
like the former, but fomething greater in Value, One of 
them fpoke, and (not without premeditated Words, and 
much enlarging) laid before them how much the fupreme Em- 
peror (and at the mentioning of his Name, they all humbled 
themfelves very low) defired to be a Friend and Confede- 
rate of the Great Prince, whom the Spaniards obey'd, whofe 
Majefty appeared with fo great a Luftre in the Valour of 
his Subjects, that he found himfelf inclined to pay a yearly 
Tribute, dividing with him thofe Riches with which he 
abounded; for that he held him in great Veneration, conlider- 
ing him as the Offspring of the Sun, or, at leaft, Lord of all 
thofe mo ft happy Regions, where Light is firft produced. But 
that two Conditions were necefturily previous to this Agree- 
ment : Firft, that Hernan Cortex and his People lliould make 
no League with thofe of Tlafcala; for that it would by no 
Means be right, after being fo much obliged by the Gifts of 
Motezjtma, to take part with his Enemies ; and, fecondly, 
that they fhould lay afide all Thoughts of a Deiign which 
was neither poffible nor rcafonable; as was their marching 

into Mexico ; for that by the Laws of the Empire the King 

could 
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could not fuffer himfelf to be feen by Strangers, nor would 
his Subjects permit it : That they lhould feiioufly conftd 







4&t -that *he 




Tlajcalans were fo inclined to Treachery and Robbery, that 
they would only endeavour to make lure of them, in order 
to be revenged, and make their Advantage of that Gold, 
wherewith .the Emperor }iad enriched them : And that the 
Mexicans were fo zealous for their Laws, and fo ftubborn a 

that Jiis Authority would not be fufficient to keep 
them under 5 nor could the Spaniards have juft Reafon to 
complain of what they fjhould fuffer, after they had been 
fo often admonilhed of that which they were undertaking. 
Thus did the Mexican deliver himfelf. And all the Embaffies 
and Cares of Mote^uma tended to endeavour to hinder the Spa- 
niards from corning nearer. After the Prefages which had hap- 
pened, he look'd upon them with Horror, and with a dif- 
fembled Obedience to his Gods, made that a Point of Reli- 
gion which was only his Faintheartednefs. Corte^ at that 
T?ime fufpende4 his Anfwer ; and only faid, 'Twas but rea- 
fonable they {hould reft after their Journey, and that he 
wo,uld difpatch them very foon. He dehred they mould be 
Witnefles of the Peace of Tlafcala,', and likewife thought it 
of Importance to detain them, left Mote^uma mould be 
concerned at the Account of his Refblution, and begin to 
put himfelf upon his Guard ; for he knew how unprovided 
he was at that Time, and with what Facility he could form 
his Armies. 

« I 

These Embaffies, to which the Tlajcalans attributed the 
Delay of Corte^ gave them fo much Unealinefs, that the 
Government came to a Refolution (as the laft Proof of their 
Affeclion) to go to his Quarters in the Form of a Senate, 
in order to conduct him to their City, determining not to 
return till they had convinced him of the Sincerity of their 
Treaty, and broke oft the Negotiations of the Mexicans. 
The Appearance was folemn and numerous with Orna- 
ments and Feathers of a Colour denoting Peace. The Se- 
nators were brought in Chairs upon the Shoulders of infe- 
rior Officers, and Magifcatyn (who always favoured the 
Spaniards) in the moft honourable Place, as alfo the Father 
of Xicotencal, a venerable old Man, who had loft his Sight 
with Age, but without any Detriment to his Underftanding; 
for he ftill prefer ved the Character of a wife Alan among 
the Councellors. A little before they came to the Houic 
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expe&ed thetti, they alighted ; and the bl 



r 



.d van cine foremoft, defired thofe who led him to briny; 




him near the Captain of the Eaftern People. He em bra 
him with extraordinary Satisfaction ; then touched feven 
Parts of him, as if he were defirous to know him, and fuf 
ply with his Hands the Defe£t of his Sight. They all feat 



cc 



d themfelves, and at the Requeft of Magifcatzjn, the blind 
Man fpoke after this Manner* 

" Now, valiant Captain, (whether you be of mortal Race, 
or not J you hold in your Power the Senate of Tlafcala, the 
utmoft Proof of our Submiflion. We come not to excufe 
the Errors of our Nation, but to take them upon our felves, 
depending upon our own Sincerity for your Forgivenefs. We 
were the Men who refol ved upon the War ; but we are like- 
wife the Men who have determined Peace : The firft was 
fty, and the fecond flow j but Refolutions well Confi- 



ne 



cc 



cc 



dered are not ufually the worft : On the contrary, it 



requires Pains to efface that which hath been imprefTed 
with Difficulty ; and I can affure you, that the very 
Delay hath given us a greater Knowledge of your Valour, 
<c and laid a deeper Foundation of our Conftancy. We 
4C are not ignorant, that Motequma endeavours to diffwade 
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cc 
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cc 



cc 



cc 



you from our Confederacy : Hearken to him as you 
would to our Enemy, tho ? you will not confider him as a 
Tyrant, as furely he fhould appear, fince heperfwades you 
to a£t unjuftly. We do not defire your Afliftance again ft 
him, for provided you are not on his Side, our own 
" Forces are fufficient ; and we fliall only be forry that 
you trull your Security to his Offers, becaufe we are 
acquainted with his Artifices and Subtil ties. Here in 
my Blindnefs fome Lights offer themfelves, which difeo- 

your Danger at a Diftancc. Perhaps TUl 
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cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



1 



lliall be famous in the World for the Defence of you 
Caufe ; but let us leave your being undeceived to Time, 
it needs no Prophecy to explain what may be fo eahly 
gathered from his Tyranny, and our Fidelity. You have 
already offered us Peace ; if Motciytma does not hinder 
you, what is it that does? Why do you deny our carneit 
Requeffs ? Why do you forbear to honour our City with 
your Prefence ? We are come refol ved at once to gain 
your good Will and Friendfhip, or put our Liber- 
a ty into your Hands ; therefore chule which of the two 
" is the raoft grateful. As to our felves there is no Medium 

C " between 
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" between the two Fortunes, of being either your Friends, 
u or your Prisoners. 

Thus did the venerable old Man conclude his Speech, 

that there might not be wanting an Appius Claudius in this 



Council, like to the other, who made an Oration in the 
Senate againft the Epirotes, and it muft be confefled, 
that the Tlafcalans were Men of more than ordinary Rea- 
fon, as has appeared in their Government, AdKons, and 
Difcourfes. Some Writers, ill aftedted to the Spanijh Na- 
tion, treat the Indians as Brutes incapable of Reafon, there- 
by to IcIIen the Glory of the Conqueft. It is true, they 
admired with Simplicity at the Sight of Men of another 
Kind, Colour, and Habit ; they beheld a Beard as a Thin 
monitrous, (an Accident which Nature had denied them 5) 
and gave Gold for Glafs ; believing the Fire-Ams to be 
Lightning,- and Horfes to be wild Beafts : But all was the 
Efiedt of Novelty, which does not leflen the Underftandin 
for tho' Admiration fuppofes Ignorance, it does not fuppofe 
Incapacity ; nor can that properly be called Ignorance which 





proceeds from a Want of due Information. God made 
them rational ; and notwithstanding he permitted their 
Blindnefs, he did not the lefs endow them with all the 
Capacity and Gifts of Nature, that were neceffary for the 
Preservation of their Species, and the Perfection of his own 
Work. But let us return to our Narration, left we fliould 
do honour to the Calumny, by being too long upon the 
Defence. 

CnkTliZ could not refill this Demonftration of the Se- 
nate 7 :; goodw ill; nor did he now hope lor any Thing more, 
ha\ ing complied with tho Time offered to the Mexicans ; 
and to th;it Purpote answered the Senators with much Re- 
peel., arid made them ionic Prclents, deiiring by thofe to 
confirm to them the Satisfaction he received, and the Con- 
fidence he put in them. Ft was necellary to perfwade them, 
with fome I'elolution, that they ihould return ; which 
they did, Curtr^ having given his Word to remove his Quar- 
ters to the City immediately, without any more Delay 
than was ncccflary to join ionic People of the neighbouring 
Villages, to conduit his Artillery and Baggage. They took 
his Word, repeating it to him with more Affcdtion than 
Suspicion, and lo returned well fatisfy'd, taking upon them- 
Iclvcs the Clare offending Cortex a fufficient Number of 
Indians of Burden. Scarce had the Sun begun to fhinc 

the 
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the next Morning, when they found five .hundred Tamenes 
at their Quarters, and fo diligent, that they difputed about 
their Burdens, and made Pretenfions to - their owii La- 
bour. 

They prepared immediately for a March ; drew their 
Men in a Body, with the Artillery and Baggage in 'Its' pro- 



per Place, and took the Road ■ of TIafcala, , with all the .good 



Order, Caution, and Care ufually obfcrred in this little 



Army ; to which exa£t Difcipline they owed good Part of 
their Succefs. The Fields on both Sicks were filled with 
innumerable Indians, who came forth from their Habita- 
tions at the Novelty of this Sight ; and the Outcries and 
Behaviour of them were fuch, as might have palled for the 



Clamours and Threa tilings of War, if Donna Marina had 
not acquainted them that they u fed thofe Shouts of Joy 
upon their Feftivals ; and that celebrating after their Man- 
ner the Happinefs they had obtained, they bleft and praHed 
them as their new-acquired Friends ; with which Informa- 
tion the Noife was the better born, it being necefTary then 
to fuffer thofe Applaufes with Patience. • 

The Senators came a considerable Way -out of the City 
to receive the Spaniards, with all the Often taf ion and Pomp 
accuftomed upon publick Solemnities, affifted by the Nobles, 
who thought it an Honour on thofe Occafions, to fupport 
the Minifters of the Republick. When they came up, they 
paid their Refpe&s, and without flopping marched on 
before ; lignifying by this hatty Refpeft, how much they 
delircd to forward the March, without detaining thole 
they accompanied. ' 



At their Entrance into the City, it refounded with 




Shouts and Acclamations, making a much greater Noife 
than before, becaufe mixed with th<? dUygrccahle Muhck of 
their Flutes, Drums, and Horns, So great was the Con- 
courfc of People, that the Officers of the Senate had much 
Trouble to manage the Multitude, that the Paflage of 
the Street might be left free. The Women threw various 
Sorts of Flowers on the Spaniards; thofe who were bolder, 
and Icis rcferved, drew near, and put the Flowers into their 
Hands. The Priefls, dragging after them their long Gar- 
ments in which they fieri iiced, came out with their Copper 
Confers, and without knowing whether they did Right or 
Wrong, exprefs'd their Joy by the Smoke. 
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1 2 The Hifiory of the Conquest Book III. 



They all fhewed in their Countenances the Sincerity of 
their Hearts, but varioufly affected ; for Admiration and 
Satisfaction were mixed together, and Joy was tempered 
with Veneration. The Quarters provided, w hich con- 
tained all Things neceflary for their Conveniency and 
good Entertainment, was the beft Houfe in the City, 
which had three or four fpacious fquare Courts, with 
fo many, and fuch large Chambers, that Cortex with- 
out any Difficulty, kept all his People together there in 
one Body. He carried with him the Ambaffadors of 
Mote^uma, though they were unwilling, and lodged them 
near himfelf ; becaufe, in refpecl to him, their Per- 
fons were fecure, and they feemed afraid of fome Vio- 
lence. 

The Entry into, and laft Reduction of Tlafcala, was 
on the Twenty third of September of the fame Year 1519; 
a Day on which the Spaniards gained a Peace, with the 
Circumftances of a Triumph, fo durable, and of fo great 
Confequence for the Conqueft of New Spain, that to 
this Day they enjoy feveral Privileges and Exemptions 
in that Province, as a Reward of that firft Friendftiip, 
and are an honourable Monument of their antient Fi- 
delity. 
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CHAR III 

The Defcription of the City of Tlafcala. The 
Senators complain of the Spaniards going 
armed j heing grieved at their DiftruB. 
Cortez fatisfies them ; and endeavours to 
make them quit their Idolatry. 

LASCAL A was in thofe Days a very populous 
City, founded upon four Eminences of diffe- 
rent Largenefs, little diftant from each other, 
which ran in Length from Eaft to Weft, and 
fecure in the natural Strength of their Rocks, contain'd 
within them ail the Buildings, forming four Commands, 
or diltin£t Wards, which were united, and had a Com- 
munication by feveral Streets with very thick Walls, 
which ferved as a Defence to the Town. Thele Wards 
were governed by four Caziques, who held them as Fiefs, 
being defcended from the firft Founders, but depended on 
the Senate, in which they commonly aflifted, yet under an 
entire Subjection to its Orders in all State-Affairs, and Ap- 
peals made to it by their VafTals. The Houfes were 
raifed moderately high, for they had no fecond Story : 
The Building was of Stone, or Brick; and inftead of coop- 
ing Roofs of Tiles, they were flat at the Top with Ce- 
leries. The Streets were narrow and crooked, as the 
Steepnefs and Ruggednefs of the Mountain would al- 
low : A very extraordinary Situation and Architecture, 
more for Defence than Commodioufnels. 

T H k whole Province was about thirty Leagues 
in Circumference; the Length, ten from Eaft. to 
Weft; the Breadth, four from North to South. A 
broken Mountainous Country, but very fertile, and well 
cultivated in all Parts, where the Plenty of Streams enabled 
them to improve the Land. It was furrounded on all 
Sides with Provinces depending on Motesgtma; only on the 

North, 
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North, the great Cordillera, or Ridge of Mountains, rather 





clos'd them in, than divided their Limits; by whofe inac- 
ceffible Craggs they had Communication with the Otomies, 
Totonaques, and other barbarous Nations of their Confe- 
deracy. The Towns were many, and near to each other : 
The People from their Childhood inclined to Superftition, 
and the Ufe of Arms; in the Management of which they 
exercifed themfelves with great Emulation, whether it 
was the Climate or Neceility that made them valiant. 
They abounded in Maiz, or Indian Wheat ; and this Grain 
fo well anfwered the Labour of the Husbandman, that it 
uve the whole Province the Name of Tlafcala, a Word 
■Inch, in their Language, fignifies the Land of Bread. They 
had great Variety of Fruit, and very delicious; Game of 




all Sorts; and one of their plentiful Productions, was the 
Cochinilla, the Ufe of which they underftood not till they 
were taught it by the Spaniards. It is likely it was fo 
called from the Coccinean, or Scarlet Grain, whence our 
Grana, or Scarlet-Dye likewife took its Name; but in 
thele Parts it is a kind of InlecT:, like a imall Worm, 
which is bred, and continues to the laft upon the Leaves 
of a wild Thorny Tree, which they called then the wild 
Tuna, or the Wood-Tbiftle. Now they take great Care of 
it, as of a Fruit-Tree, as owing their greateft Commerce 
and Profit to the precious Dye of thole Worms, nothing 
inferior to the Purple difcovered by the Antients in the 
Blood of the Murex, fo much celebrated for being us'd 
in the Robes of their Kings. 

But the natural Felicity of this Country was not 
without an Allay; for the Neighbourhood of the Moun- 
tains made it fubje£t to great Tempefts, horrible Hurricans, 
and frequent Inundations of the River Zabual, which not 
contented fomc Years with the DeltrticTion of their Harveft, 
and taking away Trees by the Roots, was wont to endanger 
Houfes on the Tops of Eminences. 'Tis faid, that Zabual, in 
their Language, lignifics the River of the Itch; for that thofc 
who drank the Waters, or bath'd in them, were covcr'd with 
that Dillcmpcr; a fecond Malignity of the River. Nor was 
the want of Salt the lealt Misfortune that Tlafcala fufFer'd, 
which made them difreliih all their Abundance ; and tho' they 
might have brought itcably from the Lands of Motixuma, in. 



for their Wheat, they held it IeG 
icluals without fcafoning, than 



Commerce 
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Commerce with their Enemies. Thefe, and other Ob- 
fervations of their Government, (which indeed were re- 
markable in that unpolilh'd People,) cauled Admiration in 
the Spaniards, and made them acl with Caution. 

Cortez diffembled his Concern, but continued the 
Guards in his Quarters ; and when he went out into the 
City with the Indians, he took Part of his Men with him, 
not forgetting their Fire-Arms. The Soldiers alfo went to- 
gether in Companies, provided after the fame Manner ; en- 
deavouring to make them all believe he repofed a Confi- 
dence in them, yet after fuch a Manner, that he fhould 
not feem regardlefs of himfelf. But the Indians, who de- 
fired the Friendihip of the Spaniards without any Artifice 
or Affectation, were grieved upon a Point of Honour, that 
they did not lay afide their Arms, and give entire Credit to 
their Fidelity ; a Point which was debated in the 



by whofe Order Magifc atzjn came to fignify their Op 



to Cortex; and layed before him, How unfuitable thofe war- 
like Precautions were to a People who were fubje£t, obe- 
dient, and defirous to pleafe ; that the great Vigilance 
with which they lived in their Quarters, lhewed how little 
they thought themfelves fecure ; and that the Soldiers, who 
paiTed thro' the City with Lightning always upon their Shoul- 
ders, tho' they did no Hurt, offended more by that Diftruft, 
than if they really oppreffed them. He added, That Arms 
fhould be looked upon as an ufelefs Load where they were 
not neceffary ; and that it appeared ill among thofe who were 
fmcerety their Friends, and difarmed : And concluded, in- 
after a moft friendly Manner, in the Name 
of the Senate, and all the City, that he would command 
thofe Precautions and difagreeable Appearances to ceafe, 
which feemed to prefcrve Signs of an unfinihYd War, or 
were, at leaft, Indications of a fcrupulous Friendihip. 

Cortez anfwcred him, That he was well acquainted with 
the good Will of their Citizens, and without the leaft Sus- 
picion, that any Thing could happen in Breach of that 
Peace, which they had fo much defired; that the Guards 
they ufed, and the Vigilancy they obferved in his Quar- 
ters, was conformable to the Cuftom of his Country, 
where the Soldiers lived always after a Military Manner, 
and ennured themfelves in Times of Peace to the Fatigues 
of War, by which Means they learned Obedience, and 
were accuftomed to Vigilance : That their Arms were an 

Ornament, 
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Ornament, and Part of their Habit, which they wore as a 
Peice of Finery belonging to their Profeffion ; for which 
Reafon he delired them to remain allured of his Friend- 
fhip, and that they ihouid not think ftrange of thofe Things 
which were proper to the Soldiery, and confident with the 
Peace he had made with their Nation. 

He found the Way to fatisfy his Friends, without aba- 
ting any Part of his Caution ; and Magifcat^jn, a Man of a 
warlike Spirit, who had in hi> Youth commanded the Arms 
of the Republic^, was fo wci! pleafed with this laudable 
Cuftom, that he not only retur -ej without Complaint, but 
was defirous to introduce in their own Armies this Kind of 
Vigilance and Difcipline, which dillinguifhed and made 
good Soldiers. 

With this Account the People were quieted, and all at 
fifted the Spaniards with a diligent Obfequioufnefs, and 
evQu Servitude. Every Day difcovered more of their good 
Will. Their Prefents were many, all Sorts of wild Fowl and. 
extraordinary Fruits, with fome Cloaths, and Curiolities of 
little Value. However, it was the beft the Penury of thofe 
Mountains could afford, which debarred them the Com- 
merce of thofe Regions which produced Gold and Silver. 

The beft Hall of the Quarters was referved for a Cha- 
pel; in which, upon certain Steps, they railed an Altar, and 
placed fome Images with all poflible Decency. They cele- 
brated every Day the holy Sacrifice of the Mafs, in the 
Prefence of the principal Indians, who were lilent either out 
of Refpeft or Admiration ; and tho' they were not devout 
themfelves, they took Care not to difturb the Devotion 
of others. They remarked all that patted ; and all was a 
Novelty to them, and caufed greater Efteem of the Spa- 
niards, whole Virtues they were ieniible of and reverenced, 
rather for that they procure Love, than for that the Indians 
either knew the Names, or excercifed any of them. 

One Day Alagif catkin a/Iced Cortex whether he was mor- 
tal.; becaufe his Aftions, and thofe of his People, feemed 
more than natural, and contained that fort of Goodnefs 
and Greatnefs which they conhdered in their Gods : But he 
did not under Hand thole Ceremonies,' with which it appear- 
ed they acknowledged a luperior Deity ; for they made Pre- 
parations for a Sacrifice, but he did not perceive any Victim 
or Offering, with which toappeafe the Gods, nor did he un- 
derftand they could have any Sacrifice, unlefs ionic one 

died 
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died for the Sake of the reft. Cortex took hold of this Op- 
portunity ; and fatisfying his Queftions, ingenioufly 



fefled, That his Condition, and that of his People, was 
mortal ; for he durft not temporize with the Deceit of thofe 



when the infallible Truth of his Religion was in 





Queftion. But he added, That as they were horn in a bet- 
ter Climate; they had more Underftanding, and were of 




gth than the reft of Men ; and without admit 
the Attribute of Immortal, he remained with the Re- 
putation of Invincible. Cortex told him likewife, That he 
not only acknowledged a Superior in Heaven, where Men 
adored the only Lord of the Univerfe, but beiides, they 
were Subje&s and Vaflals to the greateft Prince upon 



Earth, under whofe Dominion, they alfo of Tlafcala then 
were, and that being Brothers to the Spaniards, they could 
do no other than obey the fame Prince. He immediately 
from that went on to difcourfe of the Point moft eftential ; 
and tho' he fpoke moft fervently againft Idolatry, findin 
in his own good Senfe, fufficient Foundation to oppofe and 




deftroy the Multiplicity of their Gods, and the abominable 
Horror of their Sacrifices ; yet when he came to touch upon 
the Myfteries of Faith, he thought they deferved a better 
Expofitor ; and as he knew when to be uleht, he then gave 
an Opportunity to Father Bartolome de Olmedo to fpeak. 
That Religious Perfon endeavoured to bring them by Degrees 
to the Knowledge of the Truth, explaining like a learned 
and prudent Man the principal Points of the Chriftian 
Religion, after fuch a Manner, that he might gain their 
Wills, without overcharging the Underftanding ; for 'tis by 



ftrike 



upon 



the Eyes of thofe who are juft come out of Darknefs. 
Mag?fcat*jn, and the reft who attended him, gave at that 
Time but very fnjall Hopes of their being reduced ; faying. 
That the God whom the Spaniards adored, was very great, 
and rauft be greater than theirs ; but that each of them 
was powerful in his own Dominion : For that in one Place 
there was Occafion for a God againft Lightning and Tern- 
pefts ; in another, for Water and Harvefts ; and again, ano- 
ther for War ; and fo on for all other human Neceffities : 
For that it was impoffible for any one to take Gare of die 
Whole. They admitted the Proportion of their Temr 
poral Lord with more Eafe ; for they immediately cdnfent- 
ed to be his Subjects, and afked if he would defend them 
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from Mot equina, placing in that the Foundation of their 
Obedience ; but at the fame Time defired him, with Humi- 
lity and Earneftneft, that there might be no mention of 
changing their Religion : For Ihould it come to the Know- 
ledge of their Gods, they would call down their Temp efts, 
and flop the Waters to annihilate them. In fuch Manner 
did Error poffefs them, and the Devil keep them in Fear. 

All that could be obtained of them at that Time, was, 
to lay afide Sacrifices of human Blood ; for they were con- 
vinced they a£kd againft the Law of Nature : And imme- 
diately they fet at Liberty thofe miferable Captives which 
were to die on their Feftivals, and broke up feveral Prifons 
and Cages where they were kept, and well led, to prepare 
them ; not fo much that they fhould come decent to 
the Sacrifice as that they fhould not come in bad Order 
to the Table. Hernan Corteq was not fatisfied with this 
Demonftration ; but on the contrary he propofed to his 
People, that they Ihould deftroy all their Idols; forming a 
Confequence from the A&ion and good Succefs at Zempoala, 
as if it had been the fame Thing to undertake fuch an Af- 
fair in a Town that was fo much larger. His Zeal decei- 
ved him, and not his Reafon. But Father Bart o lorn c de Ol~ 
medo convinced him, by laying before him with a Religious 
Concern, That, he was not without fome Scruples concern- 
ing the Force which was ufed to the People of Zempoala; 
that Perfect! tion and the Gofpel did ill agree; and, that in 
Eftefl, it would only overturn their Altars, and leave the 
Idols in their Hearts : To which he added, that the Defign 
to reduce thofe Infidels required more Time, and gentle 
Ufage; that it was by no Means a good Method of bringing 
them to the Knowledge ot their Errors, by vexing them 
after that Manner, which would only ierve to make them 
diflike the Truth ; and that before they introduced God, 
they ought to banifh the Devil, a War of another Kind, 
and different Arms. To whole Perfwafion and Audio- 

l 

rity Corte^ fubmitted . his Opinoin, and moderated his 
Zeal ; and from that Time forwards they only endea- 
voured to gain and difpofe the Minds of the Indians, by 
making Religion appear .aimable in her Works, that upon 
the View, of them, they might be fenlible of the Difference, 
and Abomination of their own Cuftoms, and in them fee 
the Deformity and Filthinefs of their Gods. 



CHAP. 
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At this Time there happened an Accident which fur- 
prized the Spaniards, and ltruck a Terror among the In- 
dians. The Burning Mountain of Popocatepec is to be feen 
from the higheft Part of the City of Tlafcala on the Top of 
a Mountain, which, at the Diftance of eight Leagues, 
rifes confiderably above all the reft of the Hills. At that 
Time the faid Burning Mountain began to darken the Day, 
with great and frightful Flights of Smoke, fo rapid and 
\ r iolent, that it went up a great Way into the Air direcl, 
without giving Way to the Force of the Wind, until ha- 
ving fpent its Fury in the Heighth, it fcatter'd and dif- 
pers'd it felf all round, forming a Cloud, more or lefs ob- 
fcure, according to the Quantity of Ames it carried along 
with it. Every now and then it (hot forth Flames, or 
Globes of Fire, which feemed to divide themfelves into 
Sparks, and probably were the burnt Stones which the Moun- 
tain threw out, or fome other Pieces of combuftible Matter, 
which lalted as long as it was fed. The Indians were not 
frighted at the' Sight of the Smoke, becaufe 'twas frequent, 
and an ordinary Thing in that Place : But the Fire (which 
rarely appeared) made them forrowful, and put them in 
Fear, as Prefages of future Ills ; for they apprehended that 
thofe Sparks which were fcatter'd through the Air, and did 
not fall down again into the Burning Mouth, were the 
Souls of Tyrants that came abroad to chaftife the Earth ; 
and that their Gods, when they were angry, made life of 
them as Inftruments, in Proportion to the Puniihments 
they defigned. 

Mag iscatztn, and fome of the chief Men, who gene- 
rally attended him, were entertaining Hernan Cortex with 
thofe wild Fancies of theirs; and he (obferving the rude 
Notion they had of the Immortality, Rewards, and Punifh- 
ments of the Soul,) endeavour'd to make them fenlible of 
the Errors with which they disfigured the Truth. At that 
Time Diego dcOrdaz^ came to aflc his Leave to go to take a 
nearer View of the Burning Mountain, offering to go up 
to the Top of the Hills, and obferved that great Secret of 
Nature. The Indians were amaz'd to hear fuch a Propofal, 
and endeavour'd to dilTwade him from his Intention, by 
informing him of the Danger, faying, That the moft valiant 
of their Nation, had only the Boldnefs once to vifit fome 
Hermitages of their Gods about the Middle of the Eminence; 
but that above that he would not find the Mark of a 

human 
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human Foot 5 nor were the Trembling to be endur'd 
or the Roarings, which forbid all Approach to the 
Top of the Mountain. The Account of thefe Difficul- 
ties did but make Diego de Orda^ the more eager; and 
tho J Hernan Cortex thought it a Piece of Raftinefs, yet 
he gave him Leave to try, that the Indians might fee 
what they thought impofhble was not fo ? to the 
Courage of the Spaniards. So zealous was he at all 
Times for his own Reputation 5 and that of his 
Peopl 

Diego de Orda^ upon this Occafion was accompa- 
nied by rwo Soldiers of his Company, and fome of the 
principal Indians, that offered to go with him as far as 
the Hermitage, very much lamenting that they were 
going to be Witnefles of his Death. The Beginning of 
the Mountain is very delightful, being beautified on 
all Sides with Trees full of Leaves, which, for a con- 
iiderable Way, cover'd the Side of the Hill, and make 
the Afcent appear the lefs tedious, feeming, in a de- 
ceitful Manner, to allure Men with Pleafnre into them. 



When that is paffed, the Earth grows barren by De 



e. 



grees, partly by Reafon of the Snow, which lies all 
the Year in thofe Places, where either the Sun or the 
Fire do not come, and partly by Reafon of the Allies, 
which looks white at a Diftance, becaufe of the Thicfc- 
nefs of the Smoke. The Indians ftopp'd at the Habi- 
tation of the Hermits ; and Diego dc Ordaz^ with his 
two Soldiers, went on, climbing courageoufly up the 
Rocks, very often making life of Hands cis well as 
Feet. Rut when they came within a fmall' Diftance of 
the Top, they felt the Earth move under them with 
Violence and repeated Rockings, and heard the violent 
Roaring of the Burning Mouth, which in a fhort Time 
difcharged, with a much greater Noifc, a va'it Quan- 
tity of Fire, wrapped up in Smoke and Allies ; and 
tho* it went direclly upwards, without heating the 
Air about it, it afterwards fpread when it was at 
the Heighth, and came down upon the three Spaniards 
in fuch Showers of Allies, fo thick and hot, that chey 
were obliged to feek for Shelter in the Hollow of the 
Rock, where they were ahnoft frilled, and defired to 
return. But Diego dc Orda^ perceiving the Earthquake 

F was 



• 
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was over, that the Noife leffened, and the Smoke 
came out lefs thick, encouraged them by his Exam* 
e; for going on before them, he pafled with Intrepidi- 
ty to the very Mouth of the Mountain, at the Bottom 
whereof he obferved a great Mafs of Fire, which feem- 



ed to boil like fomething liquid, and mining. He 



alfo took Notice of the Largenefs of the Mouth, which 
took up all the Top of the Mountain, and might be 
about a Quarter of a League in Circumference. They 
returned with this Account; and received a Welcome 
back from their bold Undertaking, with great Aftonifh- 
ment of the Indians, and Encreafe of their Efteem for 
the Spaniards. 

The Gallantry of Diego de Ordani was at that Time no 
other than a ralh Curiofity; but Time made it of Im- 
portance and ferviceable to this Undertaking; for the 



Army being in Want of Powder, (the fecond Time they 
marched to Mexico by Force of Arms,) Cortex remem- 
ber'd the Boilings of liquid Fire which were difcovered 
in this Mountain, and in it found a fufficient Quantity 
of very fine Sulphur, for the making of Gun-Powder. 
On which Account this Action of Diego de Ordazi recom- 
mended it felf, and became necefTary ; and his Difcovery 
was fo ufeful in the Conqueft, that the Emperor af- 
terwards rewarded him with fome Favours, and enobled 
the Adion by giving him the Burning Mountain for his 
Arms. 

Twenty Days the Spaniards continu'd in Tlafcala, 
partly on Account of Vifits paid them by the neigh- 



bouring Nations, and partly to fatisfy the Inhabitants 
themfelves ; who agreed fo well with the Spaniards, that 
they endeavoured to put off the Time appointed for re- 
moving, with various Feftivals and publick entertain- 
ments, Dances after their Manner, and Acts of Agi- 
lity. 

The Day being fixed for the March, there arofe a 
Difpute about the Choice of the Road : Corte^ inclined 
for Cholula, a City (as we have faid) very large, in whofc 
Diftri&s theVeterane Troops of Mote^uma tiled to quarter. 

The Tlafcalans oppoied this Refolution, adviling 
them to take their March by Guajozjngo, a Country 
plentiful and fecure; for the People of Cholula, befides 

their 
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their natural Cunning and Treachery, obeyed Mote- 
zuma with a fervile Fear, being the YaiTals in whom he 




noft confided for their known Fidelity. To which they 
dded, That City had the Reputation amongft all the 



Diftri£ls thereabouts, of being a Country facred and re- 
ligious, containing above four hundred Temples, with 
fuch ill-conditioned Gods, that they aftoniflied all the 
World with their Prodigies ; for which Reafon it was 

Means fecure to enter their Territories, without 
having fome AfTurances of their good Difpofition. The 
Zempoalans lefs fuperftitious now by their Acquaintance 
with the Spaniards, defpifed thofe Prodigies j but were 
of the fame Opinion, remembring and repeating the 




Reafons they had given at Zocothlan, for the Army 
avoiding that City, 



B u t before they came to any Refolution on this 
Point, new Ambafladors arrived from Mot equina, with 
another Prefent, and Advice that their Emperor would 
now fuffer himfelf to be vifited by the Spaniards, and 
vouchfafe to receive their EmbafTy after a favourable 
Manner ; and among other Things they difcourfed of 
relating to the March, they acquainted him they had 
provided Quarters at Cholula. So that now it was become 
neceffary to march by that City; not that they plac'd 
any Confidence in this unlooked for and fudden Change 
of Mot equina, or that fuch Facility, after fo much' Re- 
fiftance, did not appear unfeafonable and fnfpicious: 
But Her nan Cortex took great Care that thefe Mexicans 
fhould not perceive him concerned ; for in their Fear 
he placed his greateft Security. As foon as the Chiefs 
of the Tlafcalans underftood the Propofal of Motcquma, 
they took it for granted, that Treachery was defigned 
at Cholula, and renewed their Inftances, being hncerely 
concerned for the Danger of their Friends, And MagiJ- 
catkin, who had the greateft Regard for the Spaniards,, 
and a paflionate Inclination in particular for Cortex, 
prefled him very much that he jhould not march to 
that City. Cortex^ who was defirous to give him all 
the Satisfaction he could, as being much obliged for the 
Care he took of him, and efteeming very much his Ad- 
vice, immediately aflembled his Captains, and in his 
Prefence propofed the Queftion, weighing the Reafons 

that 
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that offered both on the one Side, and on the other; and 
the Refolution was, That now they could not poffibly 
avoid marching to thofe Quarters propofed by the Mexi* 
cans, unlefs they would difcover that they were fufpi- 
cious before ; and tho ? their Sufpicions were certain, they 
were ftill obliged to proceed into the greater Danger, 
and not to leave the Tray tors behind them : Therefore it 
was neceffary for them to go to Cbolula, to difcover the 
Intentions of Motezjtma, and give a new Reputation to 
their Arms by the Chaftifement of his Perfidy. Ma- 
gifcatzjn acquiefced in that Opinion, reverencing ("with 
great Docility) the fiiperior Judgment of the Spaniards ; 
but never quitting his Jealoufy, which obliged him to 
judge the contrary. He defired Leave to call together 
the Troops of his Republick, and affift his Friends in 
fuch evident Danger; for that it was not reafonable, 
tho' the Spaniards were invincible, to deprive the Tlaf- 
calans of the Honour of performing their Duty. 
Hernan Corte^ (notwithstanding he was fenfible of the 
Danger, and well pleafed with the Offer) refufed to ad- 
mit them; for it was difagreeable to him to begin fo 
foon to receive Succour from a Nation lo lately reduced ; 
and therefbrte he anfwered him, by making great Ac- 
knowledgements for his Care; and laftly told him, That 
at the prefent the Offer was not neceiiary ; yet he re- 
filled it fo faintly, as if he defired they fhould do it, 
without his being obliged to let them know it; a Kind 
of Refufal, which is little better than afking. 
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the Mexican AmbaiTadors, very much wondering at the 
DifrefpecT: of thofe Caziques who had the Charge of pro- 
viding his Quarters ; who could not be ignorant that he 
had been vilited by all the Towns of the Country round, 
that were under lefs Obligations. The AmbaiTadors en- 
deavoured to excufe the People of Cbolula, but confeffed 
their Inadvertency, and feemingly endeavoured to have 
the Fault in ended, by giving Notice of it ; for it was 
not long before there came from that City four Indians 



ill cloathed, People of very fmall Confideration for Am- 
baffadors, conlldering the Cuftom of thofe Nations : A 



frepecl which the Tlafcalans urged, as a new Sign of 



their evil Intentions, upon which Hem an Corte^ refu 
fed to admit them, ordering them immediately back 



faying, (in the Prefence of the Mexicans,) That the 



Caziques of Cholula underftood very little Civilicy, for 
inftead of making Amends for a Neglecl, they added 



one Difcourtefy to another. The Day for the March 
came ; and tho' the Spaniards took the Morning to draw 



up their own Men, and thofe of Zempoala, they 
found already in the Field an Army of Tlafcalans, provi- 
ded by the Senate, at the Inftance of Magifcat^in^ whofe 
Captains acquainted Cortex, That they had received Or- 
ders from the Republick, to fcrve under his Command, 
and follow his Banner in the Journey, not only to Cho- 
lula, but as far as Mexico, where they fuppofed was the 
greater!: Danger of his Undertaking. 

They were all drawn up in Order ; and notwith- 
standing they were very clofe, (according to their Difci- 
plinej they took up a great Space of Ground; for they 



had ioined all the Nati 



derat 



them, and got together an extraordinary Force for the 
Defence of their Friends, believing it would happen fo, 
that they mould be obliged to face the Armies of Mote- 
%uma. Their feveral Commands were diftinguiilied by 
the Colour of their Feathers, and the Difference of their 

Enfigns, 
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Enfigns, Eagles, Lyons, and other fierce Animals raifed 
on high, which, as Hieroglyphicks and Devices, had a 
Signification, and put the Soldiers in Mind of the Mili- 
tary Honour of their Nation. Some of our Writers en- 
large fo far, as to fay, that the whole Grofs of their 
Army confifted of an hundred thoufand armed Men j 
others are more referred in the Account ; but with the 



leaft Number the Action was great in the Tlafcalans, and 



is truly worthy of Remembrance, both for the Thing it 




felf, and the Manner of doing it. Cortex thanked them, 
and acknowledged this Proof of their Affections with 
very endearing Exprehions, and was forced to take fome 
Pains to convince them it was inconvenient he Ihould 
carry fo great a Number, when he went in Peace ; but 
at laft he gained his Point, leaving them fatisfied, 
permitting fome Companies, with their Captains, to fol- 
low him, referving the Grofs to march to his Succour 
when Neceffity required. 

I 

Our Bernal Diaz writes, that he took with him two 
thoufand Tlafcalans ; Antonio de Berrera fays, three thou- 
fand : But Hernan Cortex himfelf confelfes, in his own 
Relation, that he took fix thoufand ; and he was not fo 
lavilh of his own Honour, as to make the Number 
greater than it was, which of Courfe would have made 
his Refolution the lefs admired. 

But we muft not pafs over in Silence, an Accident 
which deferves Confideration, and belongs properly to 
this Place. There remained in Jlafcala, when the 
niards left that City, a Crofs of Wood fixed by the Spa- 
niards, the Day of their Entrance, on a Place both high 
and open to the View ; and Hernan Cortex was unwilling 
they fhould deftroy it, on the contrary, he left the Venera- 
tion of it in Charge with the Caziques : But it was nece£ 
fary there mould be a more powerful Recommendation, 
to make that remain with Security among the Infidels ; 
For fcarce were the Clinicians out of the City, when 
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(in fight of all the Indians) a prodigious Cloud defcend. 
ed from Heaven to take Care of its Defence. It was of 
a pleafmg and exquiiite Whitenefs, and defcended 
through the Region of the Air, till being dilated in Form 
of a Pillar, it fettled perpendicularly upon the fame 
Crofs, where it continued more or lefs diftin£t, (a mar- 
velous Providence,) for three or four Years, until bv 
various Accidents Chriftianity fpread through that Pro- 



vince. There proceeded from the Cloud a moderate 
Splendor, which infufed Veneration, and never mixed 
with the Darknefs of the Night. The Indians at firft 



much afraid, being fenfible of the Prodigy, without 



conceiving the Myftery : But after they had better confi 



dered the Novelty, they laid afide their Fear, without 

leffening their Admiration. They faid publickly, that 
that holy Sign contained within it fome Deity, and that 
'twas not in vain their Friends the Spaniards fo much 
worlhipped it. They endeavoured to imitate them, 
bending the Knee before it, and repairing thither in 
their Neceflities, without thinking on their Idols, and 



frequenting their Temples much lefs than they were 



wont. Which Devotion (if we may call that fo, which was 
indeed the Influence of an unknown Caufe) increafed 
with fo much Fervour, both among Nobles and Ple- 
beians, that the Priefts and^ Magicians, began to be jea- 
lous of their Religion, and endeavoured feveral Times 
to pluck up the Crofs, and break if in Pieces : But they 
always returned frighted, without daring to tell what 
had happened to them, left they mould loofe their Re- 
putation with the People. Thus do Authors of Credit 
report it j and after this Manner did Heaven take Care 
to difpofe the Minds of thofe People, that they might 
afterwards, with lefs Refiftance, receive the Gofpel, as 
the Husbandman, before he fows his Seed, prepares the 
Earth to facilitate the Production. 



Nothing 
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Nothing extraordinary happened the firft Day's 
March ; for now that ennumerable Concourfe of Indians 
that appeared on the Roads, and thofe Shouts which paf- 
fed for Acclammations, were no Novelty. They march- 



ed four Leagues of the five Cbolula was then diftant 




from old Tlafcala; and it was thought fit to halt near the. 
Bank of a pleafant River, to avoid entring by Night ih^ 
to fo populous a Town. Soon after they were fixed in 
their Quarters, and had diftribnted fuch Orders as were 
necehary for their Defence and Security, there arrived 
fecond AmbafTadors from the City, People of greater 



Rank, and better dreifed. They brought a Prefent of 



feveral Sorts of Provifions, and delivered their Embaffy 
with much Ceremony and RefpecT:. The Efteft was to 
excufe the Backwardnefs of their Caziques, for not 
waiting on the General at Tlafcala, thofe People being 
their Enemies, to offer the Quarters provided by their 
City, and withal, to acquaint them how much the Citizens 
rejoiced at their good Fortune, in deferving to entertain 
fuch Guefts, fo much applauded for their noble Aclions, 
and fo deferving to be belov'd for their Goodnefs. Thefe 
Words were delivered with a feeming Sincerity, fuch as 
very well covered the Artifice. Bernan Cortex gracioufly 
admitted of the Excufe, and the Prefent, taking Care 
at the fame Time to appear without the leaft Diftruft ; 
and the next Day (by the Rifing of the Sun) he conti- 
nued his March with the fame Order, but not without 
fome Concern, which obliged him to greater Vigilance ; 
for the City was flow in coming out to receive them, 
and this Remark, among others, made fome Noife. 
But as the Army drew near the City, with their Arms 
in Readinefs for a Combat, the Caziques and Prieits ap- 
peared, with a numerous Attendance of unarmed Peo- 
ple. Cortex gave Orders to halt, to receive them, and 
they performed their Parts, with fo much Reverence 
and Joy, that they left no room for Jealoufy, at that 

$ H prelent, 
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prefentj of any Thing which had been before obferved 
of their Anions and Management : But as foon as they 
perceived the Body of Tlafcaians . that marched in the 
Rear, they changed their Countenances ; and among the 
Principal of thofe who came to receive them, there arofe 
a difagreeable Rumour which did again awaken the Jea- 
loufy of the Spaniards. Donna Marina was ordered to en- 
quire into the Caiufe of that Novelty ; and the AnfFwer 
they gave by her was, That the Tlafcaians could not en- 
ter into their City with their Arms, being Enemies to 
their Nation, and Rebels to their King ; and they were 
very earnefl with Corte^ that they ftiould halt, and imme- 
diately return to their Country, as Impediments to the 
Peace which was going to be publifhed ; and reprefent- 
ed the Inconveniences, without receding, or being diC- 
composed, being politive that it was not to be allowed ; 



but that Rcfolution was confine! within the Limits of a 
Requeft. 

Cortez was fomewhat uneafy at this Demand, which 
feem'd reafonable, but was not confident with his Secu- 
rity : He endeavoured to quiet them, by the Hopes of 
finding fome Way to compofe their Differences ; and 
communicating the Matter briefly to his Captains, it was 
judged advifeable to propofe to the Tlafcaians to take 
their Quarters without the City, till fuch Time as they 
could penetrate into the Defigns of the Caziques, or pro- 
ceed on their March. This Proportion (which feemed 
to have fomething of Hardfhip in it) was carried by the 
Captains Pedro de Ahai ado and Chrifloval de Olid, who 
made ufe both of Perfwafion, and Authority, as being 



Order which was to be obeyed, and acquainted 



with the Reafon, They were fo very complying, that 
they cut him fhort, faying, They did not come to dis- 
pute, but obey ; and that they would prefently make 
their Barracks without the Town, in a Place where they 
might quickly come to the Defence of their Friends, fee- 
ing they refolved to adventure contrary to all Reafon, 

confiding 
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confiding m Traytors* -s The People of Chotyh were im* 
mediately, acquainted) with this, which they- readily 
agreed to, both Nations remaining not only fatisfjed, 
but with lorne Vanity from their Opposition 5 the one* 
partly became they perfwaded themfelves they had got 
the better*, by leavii 



1 



accommodated 



g their Enemies difcontented, and 
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ed upon their refilling to admit them within the 
as a manifeft Acknowledgement that they flood 



fear 



of them. Thus does the Imag 
Nature and Appearance of Thi 



f Men vary 




which are general! 



valued as they a 
would have them 



taken* and they are tak 



as we 





H 




P. VI. 



The Spaniards make their Entry into Choi u I a • 
where the People endeavour to Receive them 
by their outward good Entertainment. Their 



Treafo 



life over ed ; and the Spaniards 



make a Difpojition to chafiife them 




HE Entry of the Spaniards into Cbolula was 
like to that ofllafcala : AConcourfe of ennu- 



merable People, which they palled through 



with Difficulty ; tumultuous Acclamations ; 
Women that flung and beftowed Nofegays of Flowers ; 
Cazicjues and Priefts, with repeated JRefpe£h> and Per- 
fumes ; Variety of Jnftruments, which made more 
Noife than Mufick 7 difperfed about the Streets ; and 
their Joy fo well counterfeited, that the Spaniards, who 
came thither full of Jealoufy, began to think them fin- 



cere. 



The 
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The City was fo beautiful to behold, that it was 
compared to our Valladolid ; fituate in a Plain, the Ho- 
rizon on all Sides open, : and very delightful. They fay 
it contained within the Walls twenty thoufand Inhabit 
rants, and that the Number was. greater of thofe who 
lived in the Suburbs. . 'Twas generally frequented by 
many Strangers ; partly as a Sanctuary of their Gods, 
and partly as the great Emporium of Merchandize; 
The Streets were wide, and well laid out ; ! the Build- 
ings greater, and of better Architecture than thofe of 
Tlafcala; and their Wealth, made i it appear more noble, 
with the Towers, which Jhewed the Multitude of their 



Temples. The Inhabitants were more cunning than war- 



like, Merchants and Mechanicks, abundance of People, 
and but few of Diftinclion. - 

The Quarters provided for the Spaniards were three 
or four large Houfes contiguous to each other, which 
contained the Spaniards and Zempoalans ; where they 
could both fortify themfelves, as Occafion required ; and 
their Cuftom fo to do, made it not feem ftrange. The 
Tlafcalans chofe a Place for their Quarters a little dif- 
tant from the Town, fecuring it with fome Works ; 
they formed their Guards, and placed their Centinels, 
being now improved in Military Affairs by the Imitation 
of their Friends. The nrft three or four Days were all 
quiet, and good Ufage. The Caziques were punctual in 
paying their Refpe&s to Cortex and endeavoured to be 
acquainted with his Captains. Provifions were given 
liberally, and in abundance; all outward Appearances 
were favourable, infomuch that the Spaniards began to 
think what they heard was falfe, and that they had up- 
on too flight Foundations believed the former Ru- 
mours ; fo readily difpofed is the Mind always to make 
it felf eafy. But it was not long before the Truth ap- 
peared ; nor could thofe People continue in their Artiv 

lice till they had compaffed what they intended : Deceit- 
ful 
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ful both by Nature and Cufiom, but not fo watchful 
and cunning as their Diffimulation and Malice required. 

Provisions by little and little grew fcarce, the 
Entertainments and Attendance of the Caziques ceafed 
ac once. Motezjimas AmbalTadors held private Confe- 
rences with the Priefts, and the People difcover'd a 



falfe Joy in their Countenances. All Things gave Signs 



of fome Novelty, and awaken'd the ill-Iull'd Jealoufy 
of the Spaniards. Cortex contrived to find out fome 
Means to be informed of the Intentions of thofe People ; 
and at the fame Time the Truth difcover'd it felf ; the 
Providence of God, fo often known by Experience in 
this Conqueft, anticipating all the Contrivances of Men. 

A n antient Indian Woman of Note, who had great 
Relations in Cbolula, had contracted a Friendlhip with 
Donna Marina : She often vifited her with Familiarity ; 
and Donna Marina very well deferv'd it from her, for her 
natural Courtefy and Difcretion. She came that Day 
earlier, and feem'd to be fuller of Thought and Trouble 
than ufual. She drew her afide privately from the Spa- 
niards, and charging her with Secrecy, even by the 



manner of her Delivery, began to bemoan her Capti 



vity, and to perfwade her to forfake thofe abominable 
Strangers, and come to her Houfe, where {he offer'd her 
Entertainment and Protection from the Spaniards. Donna 
Marina, who was ingenious enough, compared this Of- 
fer with the other Signs, and pretending that fhe was 
under Oppreflion, and came againlt her Will with thofe 
People, feem'd to facilitate the Efcape, and accepted of 
her Entertainment with fo many grateful Acknowledg- 
ments, that the Indian, believing her iincere, difcover'd 
her whole Heart ; telling her, u It was abfolutely ne. 
cc eeflary flic Ihould go immediately, for that the Time 
u appointed among their People for the Deftru&ion of 
cC the Spaniards drew near ; and that 'twas unreafonable 
iC fo valuable a Woman Ihould pcrifli with rhem : That 

I " Mot equina 
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M&GUtma. had provided twenty thoufand Men at a 
" fmall Piftknce,. to make fure of the Defign : That 
" iix thoufand chofen Men of that Number had already 
* c enter'd the City in fpiall Parcels: : That Abundance of 
" Arms had been diftrihuted among the People, Quanti* 

" ties of Stones carried up to the Tops of the Houfes, and 
t: deep Trenches were cut a-crofs the Streets, with Warp 

" Stakes fVd in the Bottom, covering the fame at Top. 
" with Earth on flight Supporters, that the Horfes 
££ might fall in, and be wounded : That Mata&ma did 
" defign to make an End of all the Spaniards ; hut had 
" commanded fome of them to be brought alive, to 
fatisfy his Curiouty, and his Regard for his Gods : 
And that he had prefented the City with a Drum 
made of Gold, euriouuy hollow'd, to excite their 
Mind? with this military Favour." In fliort, Donna 



a 



Marina (expreffing how much we rejoiced at the good 



Difpofition of their Undertaking, and asking fome Quel 
tions as one that was pleafed with what ftie enquir'd 
after) found her felf fully inform'd of the whole Con- 
fpiracy. She. pretended we would immediately go with 
her ; and under Colour of getting together her Jewels, 



with fame, other valuable Things* lfoe found the Means 
of leaving her without Suspicion, and immediately gave 
an Account to Cortc^. He order'd the Indian to be feiz'd ; 
who, after a few Threats, between Confulion and Con- 
viction, difcover'd the whole. 

Soon after came fome Tlafcalan Soldiers, drefs'd 
like Peafants, and told Com*, from their Commanders, 
" That he mould take care of himfelf, for that from 
16 their Quarters they had feen the People of Cbolula 



" carry their Women and Goods to the neighbouring 
" Villages : " A fure Sign they were hatching fome Trea- 

fon. They underftood likewife that they had celebrated 

that Morning, in the great Temple of their City, a Sa- 
crifice of ten Children of both Sexes ; a Ceremony they 



u 



ft 
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1 * * * 

ufed whefi they defigned to Undertake any military 



tion. At the fame time arriv'd two or three Zempoor 
ldns,j who going about the City, by Accident had di£ 



d r the Deceit of their Trencher and had feen in the 
, on the Sides, fome Works and Palifades, which 
they had made to guide the Hories to the Piecip 




There was no oeeafion for any greater Confirmation of 
the Intentions of thofe People : But Heman Conez was re- 
iblv'dto make the Matter appear clearer, and fo tojuftify 
his Proceedings, that none ftiould be able to blemifh them, 
by procuring fome principal Witneffes, of the feme Nation, 
who ihould confefs the Crime. To which End he orderd 

* 

the Chief Prieft to be called, on whom the reft depended, 
and two or three more of the fame Profeffion ; Men 



who were of great Authority with the Caziques, and the 



Generality of the People. He examined them feparate- 
ly, not as one who doubted their Intention, hut as one 



who was forry for their Treafon, acquainting them with 



all the Circumftances he knew; hut eoneeaiins the Man- 




ner how he eame by that Knowledge> to make them ad- 
mire, and the Matter feem more myfterious, lea.vin 
them puzzled in their Notion of his Knowledge. They 
believ'd they were talking to a Deity, that penetrated 
the Secrets of Mens Hearts, and durft not carry on the 
Deceit, but immediately confefled the Treason with all 
the Circumftances ; blaming Mofi&iumdy by whofe Order 
every Thing was diipoied and provided. 

Cortbz orderd them to be fecretly imprifon'd, to 
avoid railing any Difturbance in the City. He iik^wife 
order'd Care to be taken of Mote^umah Ambaffadors, 

without filtering them to go out, or have any Commu- 
nication with thofe of the City ; and calling his Cap- 
tains together, he acquainted thesa wiiih the whole Af- 
fair, and how much it concern'd them not to let this 
Treachery go unpunifh'd ; making it appear eafy, and 

weighing the CWcqu<?n<re$ with fo jpucli Energy mi 

Refolutiom 
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Refolution, that they all refolv'd to obey, leaving the 
Dire£l:ion and Succefs to his Prudence. 



This being done, he fent for the Caziques who go 



vern'd the City, and publifti'd his March for the next . 
Day ; not that he delign'd it, or that it was polfible ; 
but only to ftreighten them in Time for what they were 
about to do. He demanded Provilions for the March, 
Indians of Burden for his. Baggage, and two thoufand 



Men armed to accompany him, as the Zempoalans and 
Tlafcalans had done. They ofter'd the Provilions and 
Tamenes faintly, but the armed Men which he demanded 
with greater Readinefs' ; in which their Defigns ran 
counter ; for Corte^ defir'd them to difunite their Forces, 
and to have in his Power a Part of the Tray tors who were 
to be chaftiz'd ; and the Caziques ofter'd them, that they 
might introduce among the Troops of CVr^thofe conceal'd 
Enemies, and make ufe of them when Occafion offer'd. 
Both Policies of War, and both fupported by military 
Reafbns, if thofe Kinds of Deceit may be allow'd for 
Reafon which War has made lawful, and Example has 
dignify 'd. 

Notice was given to the Tlafcalans of all that 
happen'd, with Orders to be in a Readinefs ; and that at 
the firft Dawning of the Day they mould draw near the 
City, as if they were moving to follow the March ; and 
that at the fir It Difcharge of the Fire- Arms they mould 
advance with all Speed into the City to join the Army, 
bringing with them all the People they found armed. 
He took care alfo that the Spaniards and Zempoalans 
mould have their Arms in Order, and be acquainted 
with the Buiinefs they were to be employ 'd in. As 
foon as it was Night (the Quarters being fecur'd by 
Guards, and fuch Centinels as the prefent Occafion re- 

quir'd) Corte^ fent for Motczjima's AmbalTadors, and 
with much Shew of great Intimacy, as one that im- 
parted to them what they did not know, told them, 



cc 



That 
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" That he had difcover'd, and had Proofs of a very 
" great Confpiracy, form'd againft him by the Caziques 
" and Citizens of CboluU : He acquainted them with 
ce what Meafures they had taken againft his Perfon and 
tc Army : He laid before them how much they had 
" been wanting to the Laws of Holpitality, the Efta- 
" bliftiment of the Peace, and the Word of their Prince. " 
And added, s< That he had not only come to the Know« 
w ledge of this, by his own Speculation and Vigilance ; 
<e but that the principal Confpirators had likewife con- 
" felled it, and excufed their Treachery by a greater 
" Crime ; for they had the Boldnels to fay they had re- 
ceived Orders and Affiftance from Mote^uma to deftroy 



ii 



61 



et 



his Army after fo infamous a manner ; which was not 
likely, nor could he entertain fo mean a Thought of 
fo great a Prince ; for which Reafon he had refolv'd 
a to take Satisfaction for the Offence with the utmoft 
" Rigour of his Arms : That he communicated this to 
51 them, that they might be appriz'd of his Reafons, 
" and underftand that he was not fo angry with them 
tc for the Crime committed againft himfelf, as for the 
" Circumftance thofe feditious People made ule of, by 
" authorizing their Treafon with the Name of the 



King." 



The Ambafladors pretended, as well as they could, 
that they knew nothing of the Confpiracy, and endea* 
vour'd to fave the Credit of their Prince, following the 
Path which Cortex had purpofely chalk'd them out to 
leflen the Force of his Complaint. 

I t was not convenient at that Time publickly to feem 
to diftruft Mote^uma, and make a powerful Prince, who 
was refolv'd to diflemble, a powerful open Ehemy : Upon 
which Confideration it was refolv'd to overthrow his 
Defigns, without giving him Reafon to believe they 
knew them ; puniming only his Actions in the Perfons 
of thofe he employ'd, and contenting rhemfelves to 



K 
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avoid the Blow, without any regard to the Arm that 
guided it. Carter thought it a Matter of fmall Difficuky 
to break that Body of Men provided to fupport the Sedi- 
tious, as one accuftom'd to greater Deeds with a fmaller 
Force ; and he was fo far from doubting the Succefs, 
that he efteem'd it a Happinefs (or, at leaft, he faid fo 
among his own People) to find this Opportunity of 
raifing the Reputation of his Arms among the Mexicans ; 
and, in Truth, he was not difpleafed to find Mote^uma 
fo much at a Lofs in Stratagems ; believing that he 
would fcarce raife his Thoughts to very great Matters, 
who durft not attack him openly, and difcover'd in his 
very Deceits the Weaknefs of his Refolution. 





m 
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P. VII. 



Cortex chajiifes the Trajtors of Cholula ; re. 
duces and pacifies the City ; and ejiablijhes 
a Friendjhtp betwixt them and the Tlaf- 
calans. 



S foon as it was Day the Indians of Burden 
came, as had been demanded, and fome Pro- 
vifions ; but the former fewer in Number, 
and the other Iefs in Quantity, than was ex- 
pected. Afterwards came the armed Indians, in broken 
Troops, who, under Pretence of accompanying them in 
the March, had their Counter-Orders to fall upon the 
Rear, when Occafion requir'd ; of whole Numbers the 
Caziques had been no Niggards, but gave another Sig- 
nal of their evil Intention, by fending more than were 
delired. Hernan Cortex diftributed them into the fe- 

vera I 
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veral Courts of the Quarters, where he very artfully 
fecured them ; telling rhem that he was obliged to fe- 
parate them, in order to form his Squadrons as he was 
accuftomed. He prefently put his Men in Order, well 
inftrucfed in what they were to do ; and mounting his 
Horfe, with thofe that were to follow him in the Action, 
caufed the Caziques to be called, to juftify to them his 
Refolutions ; of whom fome came, and others ex- 
cised themfelves. He told them with a loud Voice, 
(and Donna Marina explain'd it with the fame Vehemence,) 
That now their Confpiracy was difcover'd, and their 

Puniihment refolv'd on ; by the Rigour of which they 
mould know how much it imported them to maintain 
that Peace which they intended fo treacheroufl y to break. 
Scarce had he begun to proteft the Damage they mould 
receive, when they retir'd to join their own Forces, 

with more than ordinary Diligence, and beginning 
the War with fome Injuries and Threats, which were 
heard at a good Diftance. Then Hernan Cortex com- 
manded that the Foot mould fall upon thofe Indians he 
kept divided in the Squares; and tho' they were all pro- 
vided with Arms to execute their Treachery, and endea- 
voured to join, in order to defend themfelves, they were 
all deftroy'd with final! Difficulty, none efcaping with 
Life, but fuch as could hide, or fling themfelves from 
the Walls, making ufe of their Agility and Lances to 
leap to the other Side. 

Having fecur'd all at his Rack with the Slaughter 
of his concealed Enemies, he gave the Signal for the 
Tlafcalans to move, and the Army advanced leifure 
to the principal Street, leaving in the Quarters fuch a 
Guard as was necelfary. He detached fome ZcmpoaLins 
before to difcover the Trenches, that the Horle might 
not be endangerU The Cholulans at the fame Time were 
not idle, for finding themfelves now engaged in open 




War, they call'd in the reft of 



g 
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ing in a great Square, where 'they had three or four 
Temples, they placed a Part of their People on the Top 
of their Towers, and in the Porches ; the reft they di- 
vided into feveral Bodies, to engage the Spaniards. But 
at the fame Time that Corte^s Troops enter'd the Square, 
and the Charge was given on both Sides, the Body of 
Tlafcalans clos'd with the Enemies Rear; which unexpected 
Accident put them in fo much Dread and Diforder, that 
they could not fly, and knew not how to defend them- 
felves ; fo that the Spaniards were rather encumber 'd than 
oppos'd by their Enemies, who ran from one Danger to 
another with little or no Choice ; People void of Coun- 
fel, who only advanc'd in Hopes to efcape, and very of- 
ten prefented their Breafts to the Points of their Ene- 
mies Weapons, without remembring to make the leaft 
Ufe of their Hands. Many were killed in this fort of 
Engagement ; but the greateft Part efcaped to the Tem- 
ples, on whofe Steps and Terraces the Spaniards dif- 
cover'd a Multitude of armed Men, but fuch as ra- 
ther filled than defended the Eminences of thofe great 
Buildings. The Mexicans took upon them the De- 
fence of thofe Places, but found themfelves fo encum- 
ber'd and opprefs'd by the Crowd of the Inhabitants, that 
they could hardly turn themfelves, and had fcarce Room 
to difcharge their Arrows. Cortex approached the great- 
er!: of the Temples with his Troops, and commanded 
his Interpreters with a loud Voice, to offer free Palfage 
to all fuch as would voluntarily come down and furren- 
der ; which was perform'd the fecond and third Time ; 
and then perceiving that no one moved, he order'd the 
Tower of the Temples to be fired, which, 'tis agreed, was 
executed, and that a great many perifh'd in the Fire 
and Ruins. It did not appear an eafy Matter for them 
to have fired thofe high Buildings, without firft opening 
the PalTage of the Stairs, if Cortex himfelf had not hit 
upon ir, by making ufe of the flaming Arrows, with which 

the 
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the Indians at a great Diftance threw their artificial Fires ; 
but nothing was fufficient to dillodge the Enemy, till 
they fhorten'd the Attack by making way with the Ar- 
tillery, and it was worthy of Remark, that only one, 
out of fo many as were deftroy'd in this Temple, fur- 
render'd voluntarily to the Courtefy of the Spaniards : 

A notable Token of their Obftinacy. 

The fame Method was ufed at the other Temples, 
and afterwards they rang'd thro' the whole City v which 
was left entirely difpeopled, and War ceafed for want of 
Enemies. The Tlafcalans were diforderly to Excefs in 
the Pillage, and it coft fome Difficulty to make them 
retire. They made a great many Prifoners, loaded them- 
felves with Clothes, and Merchandizes of Value ; and 
particularly they fell upon the Salt-Houfes, of which 
they immediately fent fome Loads to their City, conii- 
dering the Neceffities of their Country in the very midft 
of their Plunder. Above fix thoufand Men were left 
dead in the Streets, Temples, and ftrong Houfes, be- 
tween Natives and Mexicans ; an Action well-difpos'd, 
and performed without any Lofs on our Side ; and, in 
Truth, it was rather a Chaftifement than a Victory. 

He r n an Cor tez retir'd immediately to his Quar- 
ters with the Spaniards and Zempoalans ; and, ailigning 
Quarters for the Tlafcalans within the City, ordered the 
Prifoners of both Nations to be fet at Liberty ; which 
were indeed the principal People, whom the Tlafcalans 
had preferred as their moft ral liable Prize. Cortc^ firft 
ordered them to be brought into his Preicnce, and then 
commanded that the Pricfts fliould conjc forth from their 
Retirements, with the Indian who difcovcr'd their De- 
figns, and the Ambafladors of Motczjtma: Then he made 
them a fhort Difcourle, complaining, That the People of 
that City had obliged him to fo fevcre a Piinifliment ; 
and after laying before them the Crime, and alluring all 
that he had laid alide his Difpleafurc, and fatisfy'd his 

I- jull 
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jnft Revenge, he commanded a general Pardon to be' 
publifhedj without any Exception ; and made it his Re- 
queft to the Caziques, That' they would endeavour to. 
repeople the City, by calling back the Fugitives, and 
encouraging thofe to come forth who were conceal'd. 

The Indians could fcarce believe they Were at Li* 
berty, knowing with what Rigour they ufed' to treat 
their own Prisoners ; but kiffing the Earth in token of 



their great Acknowledgment, they offer'd, with the moil 



humble Submiihon, to execute the Orders' given them. 
The Amba'fTadors endeavour'd to conceal their Confu- 
lion, applauding, the Succefs of that Day ; and Hern an 



Cortex^ congratulated them on the fame, fufterihg Diffi- 



mulation to take Place for the prefent, that he might 



keep them free from Sufpicion, and oblige Mote^uma, 
by this outward Shew, to intereft himfelf in the Chaf- 
tife'ment of his own- Artifice. 

The City was in a little Time repeopled ; for this 
Demonftration of fetting at Liberty the Caziques and 
Priefts fo foon, with the Impreffion this great Clemency 
of the Spaniards made on them, after fo juft a Provoca- 
tion, was fufKcient Affurance to the People who were 
fcatter'd among the neighbouring Villages. The Citizens 
returnd immediately to their Houfes with their Fami- 
lies, open'd their Shops, mewed their Wares, and the 
Tumult was at once converted into Obedience and Secu- 
rity : An Adtion which did not fo much mew the na- 
tural Facility with which thofe Indians ran from one Ex- 
treme to another, as the great Opinion they had of the 
Spaniards ; for they found in the very Jullification of 
their Ptmifhment fufficient Reafon be fecure, on their 
Amendment. 

The Day after the Aclion Xicotcncal arriv'd with an 
Army of twenty thoufand Men, which, upon the firit 
Notice from their People, the Republick fent to the 
Succour of the Spaniards. They had kept their Forces 
on Foot, doubting the Succefs ; and upon all Occalions 
the Spaniards experimented the Diligence of that Nation. 
They halted without the City, where Hcrnan Cortc^ vi- 

d enterrain'd them with the greateit Acknowlecte- 



for their C 



but at the 
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ime 




BookIIL of Mexico, or New q?A^ 



fame Time prevail'd on them to return, telling 
cal and his Captains, " That now their Aniftai 
" not necelfary for the Reduction of the City. ; : and tji 



u having refolv'd fhortly to rnarcrr for. Mexico, it '\vas, 
" not convenient to awaken the Pow.er of Mote&ima, 




tC and provoke him to War,, by bringing into his L 
" nions fo numerous a Body of Tlafc/ilans,: declared' 
" mies of the Mexicans." They made no Objecl 
thefe Reafons ; on the contrary, they i.ngenuou 
felfed and acknowledg'd that they were jutf, offering to 
have Troops in Readinefs, and to come to- his Afliftance 
whenfoever Occafon required. , . 

Cortez endeavour 'd, before they returned, to. re- 
concile the two Nations of Tlafpala and GboMa> . He fe.t 
on foot a Treaty, removed, the Difficulties >. and> as hjs 
Authority was now well connrm'd with, both Parties, -he 
effected it in a few Days ; and the Act. of Confederacy 
and Alliance between the two Cities and; their pittas, 
were celebrated with the AiEftance of their Magiltratcs, 
and the accuftomed Solemnities and Ceremonies. Tills 
was a wife Mediation;, to which he was. obliged, for the 



fake of the Conveniency of opening a Way for the. Tlaf r 



calans to fwpply him the more eafily. wit-b fueh Suc- 
cours as he ihould have Occaiion for, and like wife not to 
leave this Impediment to his Retreat, in cafe the Succefs 
ihould not be anfwerable to his Hopes. 

Thus happen d the Chaftiiement of CboluLj, fo much 
talked of in the Books of Strangers, and in one of ou.r 

pie, who by this Means obtain'd the mifera.ble 



plaufe of feeing himfelf quoted againft his Countrj 




Action among the barba 



r 



;y t 

ted of the Spaniards in the Indies, and enlarge 
zh upon it, to difcredit and reflect on the Conq 



verv 



They would give up all the Glory or our Arms to a co- 
vetous Impulfe and Thirft of Gold, without rqmem- 
bring we open'd the Way to Religion, with the concur- 
rent fpecial Aniftance of the Arm of God throu&hout 



the whole Undertaking. They very 



ng them as a defencelefs and fimple Pcopl 
that their Sufferings might appear the greater, and by 



Companion mew thek Hatred and Envy 



T 



■ 
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Th e Cafe of Cbolula needs no other Defence than the 
bare Narration. That fufficiently fhews the Malice. of 
thofe Barbarians, and how well they knew to make life 
both of Force and Fraud, and with how much Jultice 
their Treachery was puniftfd j from whence may be 
gather'd how paffionately they relate other Cafes of hor-- 
rible Inhumanity, which they confider with the fame 
Partiality. We are not ignorant that in fome Part of the" 
Indies Actions have been feen worthy of " Reprehenli'on',; 
indeed contrary both to Piety and Reafon ; but in . what', 
juft and holy Undertaking have they not palled by fome 
Inconveniences ? From what well difciplin'd Army 
could they ever entirely banifh thofe Abufes and Difor- 
ders which the World calls military Liberty ? And what 
Proportion do thefe lefTer Inconveniences bear with the. 
principal Point of the Conqueft ? Thofe who are en- 
vious of the Spani/Jy Glory, mult confefs, that from this 



Beginning refulted, and with thefe Inftruments was per- 



fected, the Converfion of this Body of Gentiles, and fo 
great a Part of the World at this Day reftored to their 
Creator. But to think that this Conqueft of the Indies 
mould not be agreeable to God, and his moft high De- 
cree, for this or that Crime of the Conquerors, is to 
confound the Subftance with Accidents ; which even in 
the ineffable Work of our Redemption, prefuppofes (as 
neceflary for univerfal Salvation) the Malice of thofe 
permitted Sinners, who were the Inftruments of working 
the greateft Remedy with the gieateft Iniquity. The 
Ends of God may be known in lomc of his Difpofitions, 
which carry along with them the Signals of his Provi- 
dence'; but the Proportion and Agreement of the Means 
by which they arc directed, is a Point referv'd to his 
eternal Wifdon, and fo conceal'd from human Know- 
ledge, that all fuch prejudiced Opinions, whofe Subtle- 
ties would pafs on the World for Strength of Under- 
Handing, ought to be heard with Contempt, as being, in 
Truth, no more than a daring Ignorance. 
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HAP. VIIL 



The Spaniards march from Cholula ; they meet 
with new Difficulties on the Mountain of Chalco : 
Motezu ma endeavours to flop them by means 
of his Magicians. 




ip 



pHE Day prefix'd for the March was now drawing 



I near, when fome Zempoallans who ferv'd in the Army 
( (whether they fear'd the Danger of marching to the 
1 Court of Motezuma, or that the Love of their Coun- 
try weighed more with them than Reputation) defired Leave 
to return Home 5 which Cortes granted without Difficulty j 
thanking them for the good Services they had done him : And 



by this Opportunity fent fome Prefents to the Cacique of Zem 
pallet 5 recommending again to his Care, thofe Spaniards he had 



jeft in his Diftridt, upon the Confidence repos'd in his Friend- 
fliip and Alliance. He wrote at the fame Time to Juan dc 
Efcalante, with particular Earneftnefs, to fend him fome Meal 
for the Hoft, and Wine for the Mafs 3 which began to grow 
fcarce, and the want of which would very much diftrefs him 
and his Troops* He gave him a fhort Account of his Pro- 
grefs, that he might: thereby encourage him to ftrengthen 
the Fortrefs of Vera Cru^ by additional Fortifications 3 not fo 



much on account of the Indians, as of what they might fufpeil 
from Diego Vela/que^ whofe reftlefs Spirit added to the Ge- 
neral's Anxiety. 

At this Time arrived new Embafladors from Mbte^ma, who 
having been inform 'd of what pafs d at Cholula, began to think 
of treating with the Spaniards : Accordingly, thefe Embafladors 
returned Thanks to Cortes for chaftizing the Seditious $ they tri- 
fled io far, as to enlarge upon the Indignation of their King, 
and to brand thofe with the Name of Traitors, who had me- 
rited it no otherwife than by Obedience to his Commands. 
This Meflage was accompanied with a Prefcnc of equal Value 
and Pomp 5 and by what happen d afterwards, it appears, that 
the Defign of it was to make Cortes think himfclf fecurc of their 
good Intentions, that he might be the lefs circumfped in his 

March, and fall into another Ambufli, prepared for him. In 



M 



fine, 
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fine, after fourteen Days Stay, during which Time they were 
employed in the Manner we have related, they began their 
March 3 and the firft Night the Army quartered in a Village 
in the Jurifdi&ion of Quacocingo, to which the Chiefs of that 
Government, and of other neighbouring Towns, immediately 
repaired with fufficient Quantity of Provifions, and fome Pre- 
fects of {null Value, but enough to fliew the Affection with 
whfch they expected; the Spaniards. Among thefe Peopl'e Cortes 
found the fame Complaints, of Mote^uma as in Provinces 
more remote, nor was he forry to fee thofe Humours extend 
fo near the Heart, perfwading himfelf, that a Prince could 



not be very powerful with fo many Marks of a Tyrant, 
who by lofing the Love of his.Vaffals, is deftitute of the Eire ft 
Defence of a King. 

The next Day they profecuted their March over a very 

craggy Mountain, which joined to the Volcano. Cortes marched 
with Caution, having been, advifed. by one of the Caciques of 
Guacocmgo at parting, not to confide in the Mexicans^ who had 
placed a great A.mbufcade on the other Side of the Mountain, 
and. flopped' up the Royal Road, which goes down from the 
Top to the Province of Cbalco, with great Stones, and Trees, 
opening another more impracticable PalTage, and fmoothing 
it. at the Top of the Hill, where, they had augmented the na- 
tural Precipices of the Place, with fome they had" cut?, that the 
Army by< degrees might be entangled in Difficulties, and be 



charged on a ludden, when their Horfes could not turn them 




lei yes, nor the foot Hand firm. They had reach'd the Top of 
the Mountain, (not without Fatigue, for it fnowed and blew 
hard) and in the very higheft Part, at a little Diftance from 
each other, they found the two Roads, with the Marks that had 
been related, one ftopt up, and covered 5 the other inviting to 
the View, and newly made. 

Although ffleman Cortes was highly incens d to find the In- 
telligence of this Piece of Treachery prove true, he was lb 
much. Mate of himfelf} that without (hewing Relentmcnt, or 
making any Difturbance in the Army, he asked Moteziwias 
f;mba(fadors, who marched near his Perfon, what thofe two 
Roads meant ? They anfwered, That the beft was levelled for 
him to march : The other ftopt up, as more craggy and diffi- 
cult. Corte^ replied, without changing either Voice or Coun- 
tenance, You are but little acquainted, faid he, with thole of 
my Nation j they will march in this Road that you have ftopt 
up, for no other Rcafon, than, its Difficulty: For the Spaniards, 
whenfocver they have it in their Choice, incline to that which 

is 



f 
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is the leaft eafy. Then, without making any Stop, he com- 
manded his Indian Friends to march fore mo ft, and clear the 



Way, by removing to each Side thofe Obftacles to his Paf- 




fage, the Artifice whereof they had difcover d to him : This 
was prefently put in Execution, to the great Surprize of the 
EmbafTadors 3 who not fufpe<5tiug the Stratagem of their Prince 
to be difcovered 5 believed it a Piece of Divination, and found 
Matter both of Admiration and Fear in the Gallantry of his Re- 
folution. Cortes made this artfijl Ufe of the Notice he had recei- 
ved, to avoid the Danger, without lofing his Reputation : Nor 
did he care to have them think that he diftrufted Mote^uma^ 
but dextroujfly dilappoinced his Stratagem, without feemin 
to know it. 

So foon as the Indians in Ambufcade ptrcdvcd the Spaniards 
to march wide, and follow the Royal Road, they took it for 
granted that they were difcovered, and began to retire in as 
much Confternation and Diforder, as if they had been over- 
come in Battel : So that our Army dekended into the Plain, 
without Oppofition : They quartered that Night in fomeHoufes 
on the Skirts of the Mountain, built for the Entertainment of 
Mexican Merchants, who frequented the Fairs of Cbotula 5 there 
they fectired themfelves with doubled Guards, and fnch other 
Precautions as were neceffary in a Country where they marched 
in fo little Security, Motczuma, in the mean Time, difpirited 
by the Difappointments he had met, loft his Relolution, and 
durft "not make ufe of Force. This want of Courage made 
him devout: He was more converfant with his Gods, frequen- 
ted their Temples, and redoubled his Sacrifices, till he had 
ftain'd all their Altars with human Blood; His Cruelty in- 
creafed with his Afffa&ions 5 and the contradictory Anfwers of 
his Idols, added to his Confufion, and made him entirely dil- 
conlolate: Thofe unclean Spirits disagreeing in their Advice $ 
fome bad him open the Gates of the City to the Spaniards, that he 
might fecure them all' for Sacrifice, without their being able ci- 
ther to defend' themfelves or to efcape : Others adviicd; that 
he fhould keep them at a diftance, without fuffering hirnfclf 
to be feen, and endfcaVourto deftroy them 5 and to this (Opi- 
nion he moil inclined : For he was extremely offended, that! 
they were fo bold as to enter into his Court again ft his Will : 
He regarded 1 this Obftirtacy of theirs, in Cotitfadiftioli t&Uiti 
Orders, as an- Invafion of his Power, difguilihg his PiYde 

under a pretended Concern for the Pidervation of his Au- 
thority. 

■ Brit 
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But when he underftood that the Spaniards were already 
arrived in the Province of Chalco, and that his laft Ambufh in 
the Mountain had no manner of Effed, he grew uneafie, and 
impatient to the laft Degree, not knowing what Meafures to 
take : And his Counfellors left hm in the fame "Uncertainty 
into which his Oracles had led him. At laft he fummoned all his 
Magicians and Sorcerers, whofe Profe£Tion was much efteemed 
in that Country, and of whom many had Communication with 
the Devil 3 the want of Knowledge of the true God giving a 
Reputation of Wife to thofe Men who were the moft deceived. 
He acquainted them what Occafion he had for all their Skill, 
to check the Progrefs of thefe Strangers, of whofe Defigns he 
was fo juftly jealous. He commanded them to take the Field, 
and put the Spaniards to flight, or ftupify them by the Force 
of their Enchantments, and work fome extraordinary Effect, as 
they had been accuftomed to do on Occafions lefs important : 
If they accomplifhed this, he promifed them great Rewards $ 
and threaten'dthem withDeath, if they returned into his Prelence 
without Succefs. This Order was put in Execution with fo 
much Zeal, that feveral numerous Companies of Negromancers 
were affembled and fet out againft the Spaniards, confiding in 
the Force of their Conjurations, and the Power which they 
believed they had over all Nature. Father Jofeph de Jcofta, 
and other creditable Authors report, That when they came to 
the Road of Chalco, by which the Army was marching, and there 
began their Invocations, and drew Circles, the Devil appeared to 
them, in the Form of oneof their Idols, called Telcathpuca, a God 
malignant and terrible, from whom they fuppofed Plagues, 
Sterility, and other Chaftifements of Heaven to proceed. He 
came like one defpighted and enraged 5 and with his lo wring 
angry Look, outdid the very Fiercenefs exprels d in the Coun- 
tenance of the Idol. His Garments were girt with a Rope 
of Wicker, which bound his Bread; in different Rounds, either 
for the better Exprcflion of his Anguifli, or to fliow, that he 
was dragg'd by an invifible Hand. They proftrated them- 
felves to adore him 5 and he, without (hewing the leaft Re- 
gard to their Humiliations, imitated the Voice as well as he 
had done the Figure of the Idol ; and fpoke to them after this 
Manner : ' Unhappy Mexicans, the Time is come wherein your Con- 
juration* haVe loft their Force, and our League is entirely diffofoed. Tell 
Motezuma, that for his Tyranny and Cruelty, HeaVen hath decreed his 
(Ruin : And that you may after a more lively Manner represent to him 
the Defolation of his Empire, turn your Eyes upon that miferable City, al- 
ready jorfaken by your Gods. Having faid this, he difappeared 3 and 

they 
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they beheld the whole City in a dreadful Flame, which Jeflen- 
ing by Degrees, at length vanifli'd, and left the Buildings 
untouched. 

The Magicians returned to Moteziima with this Account, 
which they thought fufficient to acquit them 5 notwithftandin^ 
their Apprehenfions of his Cruelty. But he was fo aftonifiicd 
with the Menaces of this unfortunate and calamitous God, that 
he remained fpeechlefs for a while, like a Man in deep 
Thought, and fummoning alMiis Spirits to his Support ; and 
from that Inftant laying afide his native Fiercenefs, he call 
his Eyes on the Magicians, and the reft who were prefent : 
What can we do, /aid he, if our Cods forfake us ? Let the Strangers 
come, and the HeaVens fall upon us : To ab/cond, or turn our 'Backs 
upon Misfortune j would be dijlwnour able. (And a litrle after he added) 
J only lament the old Men, Women, and Children, who cannot defend 
themjefoes. And in making this Reflection it was with Difficulty 
that he with-held his Tears. It cannot be denied, but that 
there ( was fomething very Noble in his Refolution to meet 
that Calamity which he now regarded as inevitable $ nor was 
it a Tendernefs unbecoming a Royal Mind, which he exprefs'd 
in reflecting on the OppreiTion of his ValTals : Such Sentiments 
are worthy of a King, among whofe Virtues, Humanity and 
Compaflion are no lefs heroical than Fortitude. They began 
from this Moment to think of the Entertainment which Mote' 
%uma was to give the Spaniards, of the Solemnity and Prepara- 
tions for their Reception : And from thence took Occafion to 
difcourfe on the great Actions they had done, and the Prodi- 
gies with which Heaven had prepared their Way, the Marks 
they bore of thofe Oriental Men, promifed to their Ancestors, 
and the Difpondency of their own Gods, who feemed to confcfs 
themfelves vancjuifh'd, and to abandon the Dominion of thcfe 
Countries, as Divinities of an inferiour Hierarchy. And there 
was fufficient need of all this PrepofTeflion, to make it polTible 
for fuch a handful of Men to penetrate (againft fuch obftinate 
Refifr.ance) to the very Court of a Prince fo potent and abfo- 
lute 5 whofe ValTals were bred up in a Dread of him, and re- 
verene'd him even to Adoration. 
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Motezuma fends his Nephew the Lord of Tezeuco 
to vijit Cortez in his Quarters : He continues 
Us March, and halts at Quitlavaca, within the 
Lake of Mexico. 



R O M the Houfes where the Army quartered on the 
other Side of the Mountain, they palled the Day fol- 
lowing to a fmall Village in the Jurifdi&ion of Cbalco, 
fcituate on the Royal Road, fomewhat more than 
two Leagues from their former Encampment $ where the prin- 
cipal Cacique of the Province, and others of the Neighbour- 
hood immediately arrived : They brought Prefents with fome 




Proviiions : 



entertained them 



:i 



mad 



great Humanity, and 
them Prefents in Return for theirs : But he quickly 
difcovered by their Converfation, that they were very circum- 
fpect, and cautious of fpeaking before the Mexican Embaffadors : 
For they flopped out of Seafon, and feemed embaraffed : and 
even in what they laid, explained what they 



ould 



Hi 



the m, afide, and by the Help of his 



preters, difcovered all the Venom oft! 



They com 



plained immoderately of the Cruelties and Tyrannies of 
urna: They reprefented the intolerable Load of his Impofts, 
xtended even to their Pcrfons 5 for he obliged them to labour 
without Wages, in his Gardens, and other Works of Vanity : 
They added with Tears., That they were forced to give up 



Women 



Tribute 



Luft 



a n c 



i 



f his Minift 



who choJe and rejected them 
thcr's Arms a Security to her, Daughter, or the 



nor were 



the Mo- 
of a Hus 



band 



any 



to his Wife. They reprefented' this to 

pply a Remedy 5 beholding 



him as a Deity dcfccndcd from Heaven, to cxcrcilej 



Ty 



H 



with 



with Compaflion, and 
pes of Relief 3 per- 



endeavoured to fupport them 

mitring the Opinion they had entertained of him, to pals at 

that Time without undeceiving their Ignorance. He did not 

willingly differ his Politics to carry him beyond the Bounds 

of Modcfty 3 and as little did he care to leilen the advantagious 

1 Notion 
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Notion thefe People had of him, which he confider'd as a 
Point of theutmoit Importance. 

He purfued his March the next Day for four Le; 
a more temperate and pleafant Country, which difcovered 
Beauty in Groves and Gardens. He made a Halt in Ame- 

meca, where he quartered his Army in a Village tolerably well 
inhabited, built on a Creek of the great Lake, one Half in the 
Water, and the other on firm Land, at the Foot of a little 
Mountain, rugged and barren : To this Place reforced a great 
many Mexicans, with their Arms and military Ornaments : 
And tho' it was believed at fir ft, that Curiofity only brought 
them thither, their Numbers increafed to fuch a Degree, as to 
give Umbrage 5 nor wanted there fome Realons to create a Jea~ 
loufy of their Deligns. Cortes had recourfe to fuch Impreffions 
on their Senfes as he thought proper to flop and affright them 3 
making a Difcharge of fome Fire- Arms, and Pieces of Artillery 
in the Air, and provoking the Fury of the Horfes 5 and the 
Interpreters reprefented thofe ftrange Sounds, as the Forerun- 
ners of fome linifter Event : By which Means he obliged them 
to retire to a greater Diftance from his Quarters before Night 
came on. We cannot affirm that they approached with any 
hoftile Intentions 5 nor doth it feem likely, that they fliould 
undertake any new Con/piracy, when Mote^uma was reduced 
to expofe himfelf to View 5 tho' the Centinels kilfd fome 
dims for advancing too near, under.an Appearance of reconnoi- 
tring the Quarters : And it is poifrble, that forric Chief of the 
Mexicans might lead his Troops thither, with ti Deiign to fur- 
prize the Spaniards 3 as believing it might not be dil agreeable 
to their King, who, they thought, was making a'Peace repug- 
nant to hisTcmpcr and Intereft : But this is no more thah Con- 
jecture 5 for in the Morning they only difcov£r6d fome Troops 
of People wfthouc Arms, who had placed tjicmfclves in the 
Road to fee the Strangers pafs. 

. Orders were now giving for the Army to march, when four 
Mvxican Cavaliers arrived at the Quarters, with Notice, that 
Prince Cactlmdtzjn, Nephew to Mote^inia, and Lord of Tc^cuco 
was coming to vifit Cortes on the Part dF his Itncle 5 nof was 
it long e er he arrived : He Was accdifipany'd by a great many 
Nobles, richly adorned, with all the Marks of Peace, and car- 
ried on the Shoulders of forte Indians of his Family, in i Chair 
covered with various Feathers, wli&fe Colours were dileriify'd 
With D6figh" and Proportion. He was a young Man of dhout 
i) Yfcars of Age, of an agfetdble Prefence. So foon £i lit ft- 
lighted, fome of his Servants went before tG'fwWp the 'GftfiifuS 

where 
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where he was to tread, putting back the People on each Side 
with much Civility $ Ceremonies, which, howfoever ridicu- 
lous, carried a Shew of Authority. Cortes went to receive him 
as far as the Door of his Apartment, having adorned himfelf 
as ufual on fuch Occafions 5 and at his Approach, made a 
profound Reverence : Which the Prince returned, touching the 
Earth, and afterwards his Lips with his right Hand : He took 
his Place with a free eafy Air, and fpoke with the Compofure 
of a Man, who knew how to look on Novelties without Sur- 
prize. The Subftance of his Difcourfe was, in proper Ex- 
preffions to welcome Cortes, and all the Captains of his Army 5 
and to inform him of the amicable Difpolition with which the 
great Motc^uma expected them, how much he defired to efta- 
bliflr a firm Correfpondence and Friendfhip with the Puiflant 
Edjlern Prince who fent him 5 whofe Power he was obliged to 
acknowledge, for fome Reafons, which they mould underftand 
from his own Mouth : And then, by Way of private Difcourfe, 
entertained him (as the other Embafladors had done before) 
with the Difficulties that oppos'd his coming to Mexico, pretend- 
ing that the People were much diftrefs'd by that Year's Barren- 
nels all over the Country j and telling him (as a Point that 
gave the King much Concern) how ill the Spaniards muft be 
accommodated, where the Inhabitants themfelves wanted ne- 
ceflary Subfiftance. To this Cortes reply d in that myfterious 
Manner, by which he conftantly maintain'd the Refpe<5t and 
Awe he had imprinted on the People 5 That the King his Ma- 
iler, being a Monarch without Equal in the other World 
where the Sun rifes, had likewife fome Reafons of high 
Import to offer his Friendfhip to Mote^uma, and commu- 
nicate feveral Affairs which eflentially regarded his Perfon and 
Dignity, and fuch as would not be undeferving of his Ac- 
knowledgment : And that for his own Part, he did with a 
moft particular Refpe<5t receive the Liberty he gave him, to 
deliver his Embafly, without being the lead in Pain for the 
prelent Scarcity of the Country : That the Spaniards required 
but little Nourishment to fupport their Vigour, and were inu- 
red to fufFer, and even difpife thofe Inconveniencies and Fa- 
tigues, which diftrefs'd Men of an inferiour Species. Cacu- 
matzjn faid no more to divert his Refolution 5 but received 
fome fmall Jewels of an extraordinary Glafs, which Gwtf^pre- 
fented him, with abundance of Joy and Acknowledgment 3 
accompanying the Army as far as Te^cuco y the Capital of his 
Dominion 5 from whence he proceeded to Mexico, with the 
Anfwer to his Embafly. 

1 Tc^euco 
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Te^euco was in thofe Days one of the greateft Cities of that 
Empire : Some fay 'twas as big as SeVil, and others, that it 
vied with Mexico itfelf for Grandeur, and pretended (not with- 
out Reafon) to be fuperior to it in Point of Antiquity. The 
principal Front of the Buildings was extended on the Border of 
a fpacious Lake, in a delightful Scituation, where the Caufey of 
Mexico began : And by that Cortes purfued his March, without 
flopping at Te^euco 5 for his Intention was to advance to I^tacpa- 
lapa three Leagues forward 5 from whence he could with Eafe the 
next Day enter Mexico in good Time. In this Part the Caufey was 
about twenty Foot broad, made of Stone and Lime, with fome 
Works on the Surface : In the Middle of the Way upon the fame 
Caufey, there was anothetTown of about two thoufand Houfes, 
called QuitlaVaca 3 and becaufe it was founded in the Waters, they 
called it Fenu^uela, or little Venice. The Cacique went out with a 
greatRetinue to receiveCorto, and defired he would honourhisCity 
that Night with his Prefence 5 this he did fo earneftly, and with 
fuch an Appearance of Affection, that Cortes judged it neceffary to 
yield to his Entreaties, for fear of difobliging him : Befides 
that he found his Stay would be of Advantage in order to the 
making his Obfervations, more particularly with regard to 
any Difficulties, which might happen in his Way 5 for he was 
jealous of their breaking the Caufey, or taking away the Bridges 
to obftrucl: his March. From this Place he difcovered the largefl 
Part of the Lake, and various Towns and Caufeys 3 the Towers 
adorn'd by Pinacles, feemed to fwim upon the Waters, with 
Trees and Gardens out of their proper Element 5 befides a 
Multitude of Indians, who were approaching in their Canoes to 
behold the Spaniards : And much greater was the Number of 
thofe, who fhewcd themielves on the Battlements of the Houfes, 
and in the moft diftant Galleries 5 a Sight extremely beautiful, 
and a Novelty furprizing beyond Imagination. 

The Army was fufficiently accommodated in thefe Quarters 3 
for here the People entertained their Guefts with Civility, and 
a cheerful Alpec-t 5 and their Politenefs was a Proof that they 
liv'd in the Neighbourhood of Mote^twms Court : But the 
Cacique was not able to refrain from manifefling the little Af- 
fection he bore that Emperor, and the lame Delire with the 
reft, to free himfelf from the intolerable Yoke of his Govern- 
ment : For he incouraged the Soldiers to the Enterprize, which 
he rcprelented as very eafy ; and told the Interpreters (as 
defiring that all fhould know \z) that the Caufey from thence 
to Mexico, was more capacious, and better, then what they had 
palled 3 that they had nothing to apprehend on the Way, 



O 



nor 
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nor from the Towns on both Sides j that the City of I^tacpa- 
lapa (thro' which they were to pafs) was peaceably inclined, and 
had Orders to receive, and entertain the Spaniards as Friends : 
And notwithftanding the Lord of that City was a Relation 
of Mote^u?na's y they had no Occafion for Fear on that Score 5 
for the Prodigies from Heaven, the Anfwers of his Oracles, and 
the Accounts he had received of the Spanif? Army's Exploits, 
had render'd him humble and difpirited 5. for which Reafon they 
would find him defirous of Peace, and rather difpofed to fuf- 
fer, than provoke. The Cacique fpoke Truth, but with fome 
mixture of Paffion, and Flattery : And tho' Cortes was fenfible 
of that Defect in his Dilcourfe, yet he publimed and enlarged 
it among the Soldiers 5 and it muft be confeffed it came in Sea- 
fon, that thofe who were not over forward in the Purfuit of this 
Enterprize, might not be difcouraged at the great Variety of 
wonderful Objects, which they had in View, from whence they 
might lorm Apprehenfions of the Grandeur of that Court, and 
the formidable Power of the King : But the Cacique's Intel- 
ligence, with the Reflections they made on Motc^umas Per- 
plexity, and his want ol Spirit, had fuch an Efte6t at this Jun- 
cture, that all the Soldiers were traniported with Joy where 
they found Caule of Aitonifhment 3 and their Hopes of Succefs 
were rais'd inProportion to their Admiration of what they faw. 





HAP. X. 



The Army marches to Iztacpalapa ; they make 
Difpofition for their Entry into Mexico. A D 



fcript ion of the Pomp in which M 
went to receive the Spaniards 



MA 




H E next Morning, a little after Break of Day, they 
formed them (elves upon the fame Caufcy, as well as 
it would allow, being in that Part wide enough for 



ght Horfi 



rmy con lift 



f about Four Hundred and Fifty Spaniards, and Six 



Thouland Indians, Tlajcallans, Zanpoallans, and other Con fc 



They continued their March (without any 
turej to the City of l^tacpalapa, uhcrc they intended to Halt ; a 
Place far exceeding the reft, in the Height of its Towers and 
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Manner of Building : The City confifted of near Ten Thoufand 



Houfes, of two and three Story high. Part of which were built 



upon the Lake, and ftretched along the Shore, in a delicious 



and fruitful Soil. The Lord of this -Place went out with a 
numerous Train to receive the Army ; and was affifted on this 



Occafion by the Princes of Magifcat^ingp and Cuyoacan, which 
were Towns bordering, upon the fame Lake : They brought 
their three feparate Prelents of various Fruits, Fowls, and other 
Provisions, with forae Pieces of Gold, worth near Two Thou- 
fand Pefos : They prefented themfelves together,and made them- 




felves known, by telling each his Name and Dignity, relyin 
on the different Value of their Prefents, to explain what could not 
be fo well apprehended from their Difcourfe. The Entry of 
the Spaniards into this City was welcom'd with loud Acclama- 
tions of the People, whofc unruly Joy, on that Occafion, afliir'd 
the mod: jealous Spirits of their Sincerity: The Lodging of the 
Spaniards was prepared in the Prince's own Palace, where they 
were all under Cover • the reft in the Courts and Porches 
were fufficiently accommodated for one Night, which they had 
Reafon to pafs without any Apprehenfton of Danger. The 
Palace was large, and well built, with diftindt Apartments both 
above and below 5 among which were many Chambers, whofe 
Roofs were flat, and of Cedar, and not without Furniture^ forfome 
had Cotton Hangings, of various coloured Painting, well pro- 
portioned. There were in I^tacpalapa many Fountains of fweec 



and wholfome Water, convey 'd by ieveral Aquedudts from 
neighbouring Mountains, thro 3 a great Number of Gardens, 



large and well cultivated : Among which there was one far 
more Ipacious and beautiful than the reft, which the Cacique 
had for his ownDiverlion : To this he carryed Cortes chat Even- 
ing, with fome of his Captains, and Soldiers 5 as defirous to 
omit nothing that might entertain his Guefts, and at the fame 
Time gratify his own Pride and Vanity. There he had Fruit- 
Trees difpolcd into very large Walks, leaving Room for f mai- 
ler Plants, and a Parterre with Divifions made of Canes in- 
terwoven, and covered with odoriferous Herbs 5 befides feveral 
Squares cultivated with great Induftry, and adorned with Va- 
riety of Flowers ; In the Middle of the Garden was a Pond of 
frefh Water, encompafs'd with a Wall of quadrangular Form, 
made of Stone and Lime, with Stairs on all Sides to the Bottom : 
It was fo large, that each Side contained Four Hundred Paces j 
and here Fifh of the niceft Rclifh were bred, and feveral Sorts 
of Water-Fowl reforted hither, fome known in Europe, and o- 

thcrs of beautiful Figure, and extraordinary Feathers ; A Work 
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well worthy of a Prince, and which belonging to a Vaflfal of 
Mote^unias, afforded an Idea of the greater Magnificence of his 
Sovereign. The Night paffed very quietly, and the People 
returned with Pleafure, and a frank open Behaviour to the 
Entertainment of the Spaniards 5 but it was obferved, theyfpoke 
here after another Manner concerning the Affairs of Motezyma, 
than the reft of his Subjects : For they all praifed his Govern- 
ment, and extolled his Grandeur 5 whether the Honour the 
Cacique had of belonging to him, had imprinted that Idea on 
their Minds, or that they were intimidated by the Neighbour- 
hood of the Tyrant. 

They had two Leagues of Caufey from hence to Mexico, 
and took the Morning before them : For Cortes was defirous 
to make his Entry, and pay his Compliments to Motezuma, and 
to have fome Part of the Day left to reconnoitre and fortify his 
Quarters. He continued his March in the accuftomed Order, 
and leaving on the one Side the City of Magijcatzingo, fcituateon 
the Water, and on the other, that of Cuyocan, upon the Caufey, 
befides a great many Towns, which they law at a Diftance up- 
on the Lake 3 they difcovered as they drew fomewhat nearer 
(and not without Admiration) the great City of Mexico, eleva- 
ted to a vaft Degree above all the reft, and carrying an Air of 
Dominion in the Pride of her Buildings. They had marched 
little lefs than half way, when they were met by more then Four 
Thouiand Nobles and Officers of the City, who came to receive 
them 5 and whofe Compliments delayed their March a con- 
fiderablc Time, tho' they only paid their Obeyfance, and then 
advanc d before the Troops towards Mexico. In the March, a 
little before the City, was a Bulwark of Stone, with two fmall 
Caftles on the fides, which took up all the Caufey j the Gates 
opened on another Part of the Caulcy, terminated by a Draw- 
Bridge, which defended the Entrance of the City with a fecond 
Fortification. 

As foon as the Nobles who accompanied them had paf- 
fed to the other fide of the Bridge, they made a Lane for the 
Army to march, falling back on each Side 3 and then there ap- 
peared a very large and fpacious Street, with great Houfes uni- 
formly built; the Windows and Battlements were full of Spe- 
ctators, but the Street entirely empty. And they informed 
Cortes, that it was foorder'd, becaufe Mote^iima rcfoiv'd to receive 
him in Perfon, in order to diftinguifh him by a particular Mark 
of Favour : A little after which Cortes (aw the firft Troop of the 
Royal Retinue, which confided of about Two Hundred Noble- 
men of Mote.^iimas Family, cloathedin one Livery, with great 
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Plumes of Feathers, alike in Fafliion and Colour. They came 
in two Files, with remarkable Silence and Conipofiire, bare- 
footed, without lifting their Eyes from the Ground, in Manner 
of aProceflion. So foon as they approached the Spaniards, they 
fell back on each Side, in the fame Order with the reft 5 and then 
there appeared a far off, a larger Company, better dreffed, and 



f greater Dignity 5 in the midft of which 



ried upon the Shoulders of his Favourites, in a Chair of b 



nifh'd Gold, which glittered thro' the various Works of 
thers, placed in handfome Proportion about it 5 the nice Di- 
ftribucion of which in fome meafure feemed to outvie the Coft 
of the Metal. Four Perfons of great Diftindtion followed his 



Chair, holding over him a Canopy, made of interwoven green 



Feathers, fo put together, that th'ey form 'da kind of Web, with 
fome Ornaments of Silver : A little before him went three 
Officers, with golden Rods in their Hands, which they liited 
up on high from Time to Time, as a Signal of the King's 
Approach $ that all might profirate themfelves before him, and 
not prefume to look up, which was an Irreverence punifhed 
as Sacrilege. Cortes difmounted before he came up with him, 
and Moteztima at the fame Time alighted from his Chair : Some 
Indians went before fpreading Carpets, that his Feet might not 
touch the Ground, which in their Opinion was unworthy of 
the Honour. He came forward to the Ceremony with a flow 
folemn Pace 3 leaning with his Hands on the Arms of the Prin- 
ces of I^tacpalapa and Te^euco y his Coufins, and advanced fome 
Steps to receive Cortes. He was of a good Prefence, about Forty 
Years of Age, of a middle Stature, and a Conftittition rather 
delicate than ftrong ; his Nole was aquiline, and he had a 
fairer Complexion than the generality of the Indians 5 his Hair 
came juft below his Lars, his Eyes were lively, his Look ma- 
jeftick and thoughtful. For his Apparel, he wore a Mantle of 



the fineft Cotton, tyed carelefsly on his Shoulders, covering 



grcateft Part of his Body, with the End trailing on the G >und, 
adorned with different Jewels of Gold, Pearls, and P cious 
Stones, in fiich Number that they feemed rather a Weigh than 
an Ornament. His Crown was a Mitre of light Gold, e ?ding 
in a Point before 5 the hinder Part was made rounder: On his 
Feet he wore Shoes of hammered Gold, whofe Straps, ftudded 
with the fame, bound them to his Feet, and came round' part 
of his Leg, like the (Roman military Sandals. Cortes advane'd 
with all becoming Halle, and made a profound Reverence ; 
which Mote^jima anfwered, by laying his Hand upon the Ground, 
and railing it afterwards to his Lips : A new and unheard of 
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Condefcenfion among thofe Princes, but much more fo in 
Motezuma, who would fcarcely bend his Neck to his Gods, 
and affedted an Excefs of Pride, which it may be he knew not 
how to diftinguifh it from Majefty. Thefe Demonftrations of 
Refpe6t, and his going out in Perfbn to receive Cortes, occa- 
fiond great Admiration among the Indians, and added to their 
Efteem of the Spaniards 5 for they could not be perfwaded, but 
that the King had well confidered what he did, fubmitting 
their own Reafon to his, with an implicit Refignation. Cortes 
had put upon his Coat of Maile, a Chain of Glafs, curioufly 
fet together, in imitation of Diamonds and Emeralds, which 
he had referved as a Prefent for the firft Audience 5 and being 
clofe to MotezjwiUy he put it on his Shoulder : But the two Prin-' 
ces who fupported him, would have ftopped Cortes, with fome 
Concern letting him underftand, that it was not lawful to 
approach fo near the Perfon of the King : But he reprimanded 
them, and was fo well pleafed with the Prefent, that he placed 
it among his Jewels, as a Thing of ineftimable Value 5 and to 
return his Acknowledgment in a Manner remarkably gene 



rous, while the reft of the Officers came up to be prefented, he 
ordered a Collar to be brought, the richeft Piece he had among 
his Jewels 5 it was of Crimfon Shells, extremely valued in than 



Country, fet together with fuch Art, that at every one of them 
hung four Crabs of Gold, very much to the Life 3 and he him- 
felf put it on Cortes' s Neck; a Favour which occasioned a fe 



cond Wonder among the Mexicans. The Speech of Cortes was 



fliort, and fitted to the Occafion : Mote^jwias Anfwer was like 
wife in few Words, dilcreet and decent : He immediately com- 
manded one of the two Princes who went by his Side, to con- 
duct and accompany Hernan Cortes to his Lodging 3 and lean- 
ing on the other, went to his Chair, and returned to his Palace 
with the fame Pomp and Gravity. 

1 h hntry of the Spaniards into Mexico was on the Eighth of 

TSLo'V. i.m the Year 1 5 ip.theDayof the fourCrowncdMartyrs. The 
Loc .nng provided for them was one oi the Royal Houfes, built 
by A <ayaca the Father of Mote^uma : In Largenefs it vied with 
the p incipal Palaces of Emperors, and had the Appearance of a 
Fortr ;fs> thick Stone Walls, and fome Towers upon the Flanks, 
whi^ ii made the Defence of it cafy : It contained all the Ar- 
my, and the firft Care of Cortes was to view every Part of it 
fort- better Diftribution of his Guards, and Lodgment of his 
Artii ry, and to fecurc his Quarters: Some Chambers defigned 
for Lie (uperior Officers were furnifli'd with Cotton Hangings 
of Various Colours, which was the chief Part of their Manu- 
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fa&ure, more or lefs fine: The Chairs were of Wood, all of 
one Piece : The Bedfteads had Curtains like Pavilions ; but 
the Bottoms of the Beds were of Palm-Mats, and the Bolfters 
of the fame rolled up. The greaterl Princes there had no bet- 
ter Beds, neither did thePeopie much confult their Eafe3 for living 
according to the Rules of Nature, they were content with what 
was necelTary : And we know not whether Ignorance of Super- 
fluity in thofe (Barbarians may not be efteem'd a Happinefs. 






HAP. XI. 



Motezuma comes the fame Day in the Evening to 
vijit Cortes at his Lodging ; the Speech he 
made before he heard the Embajfy : And the An- 
fiver of Cortes. 




was but little paft Mid-day when the Spaniards en- 
tend the Houfe appointed for their Lodging, where 



they found a fplendid Banquet prepaid for Cortes y 
and the Captains of his Army 5 and great Abundance 
of Proviflons Jefs delicate for the Soldiers, with many Indian 
Servants, who ferv'd them with Meat and Drink, in profound 
Silence and exa£t Order. In the Evening came Moteziima with 



the fame Pomp and Attendance as before, to vifit Cortes 3 of 
which being advertisd, he went out to receive him in the 



r 



principal Square of the Houfe, with all the Refped due fo 
luch a Favour. He accompanied him as far as the Door of his 
Appartment, where he made him a profound Reverence : Mote- 
Ztima pafs'd by him, and took his Seat with an Air of Negli- 
gence and Majefty : He prefentiy commanded a Chair to be 
brought for Cortes 3 and made a Signal to the Cavaliers who 
attended him, to retire to the Wall. Cortes did the fame to his 
Officers : The Interpreters came, and when Cortes was pre- 
paring to begin his Speech, Mote^imm flop'd him, and iignified, 
that he had fomewhat to fay before he gave him Audience 3 
and Authors report, that he Ipoke in the following Manner. 



Motczuma\ 
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Motezumds Difcourfe to Hernan Cortes 




Efore you deliver the Embafly of the Great Prince who 
fent you, illuftrious Captain, and valiant Stranger, 



You and I muft pafs by, and bury in Obiiv 
what Fame hath published of our Perfons and Conduct, a- 
bufingour Ears with idle Rumours, which prepoflefs us againft 



Truth, and render her obfcure by the Impreflfions of 
tery, or Reproach. In fome Places you have been informed, 
That I am one of the immortal Gods 3 my Power and my 
Perfon, are exalted to the Heavens : In others they tell you, 
that the Bufinefs of Fortune is to enrich me ; that the Walls and 
Coverings of my Palace are all Gold, and that the Earth 
groans beneath the Weight of my Treafure : Ycu have heard, 
that lama Tyrant, Cruel, and Proud 3 abhorring Juftice and 



a Stranger to Mercy 3 but both the one and the other have 
equally impos'd upon you by their Exaggerations : And 
that you may not imagine me a God, but be fenfible of the 
Folly of thofe who fuppofe me to be fo, this Part of my 
Body (faid he, uncovering his Arm) will undeceive you 3 
and prove that you talk to a Mortal, of the lame Species 
with the reft of Men 5 but more noble, and more powerful. 
My Riches, I deny not, are great 3 but the Account of my 
Vaflals makes them much greater than they are. This 
Houfe, wherein you lodge, is one of my Palaces : Behold 
the Walls made of Stone and Lime, ordinary Materials, 
which owe their Value to Art : Now from both thcfc Ac- 
counts, imagine how likely it is that my Tyrannies have been 
magnified in the lame Manner. Sufpend your Judgment 
at leaft, till you enter into my Kcafons 3 and lay no Strcfs 
on the Accufations brought againft me by my rebellious Sub- 
jects, till you have firft inform d your felf, whctherthat which 
they call OpprelTion be not Chaftifcment 5 and if they can 
cenfure my Severity without having defcrv'd it. 

After the lame Manner have we received Information of 



your Nature and Actions : Some have told me 



you 



Gods 5 that the wild Bcafts obey you 3 that you grafp 
Thunder in yonr Hands, and command the Elements : 
Others have reported that you are wicked, revengeful, proud, 
Slaves to your Vices, and tranfportcd with an inlatiable 
fhirfl of the Gold which our Country produces. But now 
I fee you are of the lame Compofition and Form with the 
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reft of Men $ tho' you are diftingtiiflied from us by fome 
Accidents, which the Difference of Countries occafions among 
Mortals. Thefe Beafts which obey, you, I find are large 
Deer, which you have tamed., and bred up infuch imperfect 
Knowledge, as may be attain'd to by the Inftindt of 



Animals. Your Arms, which reftemble Lightening, I 
conceive to be Barrels of unknown Metal $ whofe EfFe& 
like that of our Sarbacans, proceeds from Air comprefs'd, 
which ft rives for a Vent, and forces its Way thro' all 
Impediments : The Fire, which your Barrels difcharge 



with greater Noife, is fome Secret more than natural of 



that Science, which our Magicians underftand. For the 
reft, which has been related of your Proceedings, I find like- 
wile, according to the Obfervation of my Embafladors and 
Servants, that you are Courteous, and Religious 5 chat your 
Rcfentments are founded on Reafon : Hardships you bear 
chearfully 5 and among your other Virtues, difcover Libera- 
lity, which rarely accompanies a covetous Mind. So that we 
mult on both Sides forget all pad Reports, and be thankful 
to ourEyes for undeceiving our Imaginations : Which taking for 
granted, 1 would have you underftand, before you begin 
your Difcourle, that we are not ignorant, or ftand in need of 
your Perluafions, to believe, that the Great Prince you obey, 
is dcfccndcd from our ancient Que^alcoal y Lord of the Seven 
Caves of the NaVat tuques, and lawful King of thofe Seven Na- 
tions, which gave Beginning to the Mexican Empire. By 
one of his Prophecies, which we reverence as an infallible 
Truth, and by a Tradition of many Ages, preferved in our 
Annals, we know, that he departed from thefe Countries to 
conquer new Regions in the Eaft 5 leaving a Promile, that 
in Procefs of Time, his Defendants fhould return to model 
our Laws, and amend our Government. And, becauie the 
Marks you carry agree with this Prophecy, and the Prince of 
the Fitftj who fends you, manifefts in your very Actions, the 
Grearneis of fo illuftrious a Progenitor, we have already de- 
termined, that all Things {hall be done for his Honour, 
to the ucmoft of our Ability 5 of which 1 have thought fit to 
advertife you, that without any Conftraint you may declare 
what you have to propole, and attribute to io noble a Cauie, this 
Excels of my Goodnels.' Mot optima in this manner ended the 
Difcourle, which he had calculated to prcpoilcfs the Spa- 
wards with an Opinion of his Integrity, and which he de- 
livcrd in a Style of Majefty : The Subftance of it gave 

Q. fufficicnt 
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fufficient Ground to Cortes (without difputing the Illufions which 
he found fo univerfally eftablifFfd in the Minds of the Indians) 
to anfwer in thefe or the like Terms. 

SIR, 

i A Fter rendering Thanks for the extream Goodnefs with 

c which you condefcend to hearken to our Embaffy, 
£ and the fuperiour Knowledge which you employ in our Fa- 
vour, by contemning (to our great Advantage) the Mifre- 
prefentations of common Fame, I muft likewife acquaint 
you, that your Embaffadors have been received by us with 
that Refpe£t and Veneration which is agreeable to your 
Greatnefs. Much we have heard concerning you in thefe 
Countries, under your own Dominion 3 fome vilifying your 
Actions, others placing you among the Gods : But this Way 
of enlarging is prejudicial to the Truth 5 for as the Voice of 
Man is the Trumpet of Fame, fo is it influenc'd by his Pal- 
lions 3 and thefe either do not underftand Things as they 
are, or do not relate them as they are underftood. The Spa- 
niards, Sir, have that penetrating View, which difcovers the 
different Colours of Difcourfe, and in them the Deceit of the 
Heart. We have given no Credit either to your Rebels, or 
Flatterers : We are come into your Prefence, with certain Af- 
furance of your being a great Prince, and a Friend to Reafon, 
wichout any neceifity of being convine'd by our Senfes that 
you are mortal. We Spaniards alfo are Mortal, but more Va- 
liant, and of greater Underftanding than yourVaflals, born in 
aClimate of more powerfullnflucnces than yours : The Beafts 
which obey us, arc not like your Deer, but of a Kind more 
fierce and generous $ Brutes inclined to War, and which know 
how to aipire with a fort of Ambition, to the Glory of their 
Matters. Our Fire^Arms are the FlfFect of humane lnduftry, 
wichout owing any Part of their Production to the Skill 
of Magicians 5 a Science abominable among us, and 
more contemned, than Ignorance itfelf. I thought it my 
Duty to eftablifh thefe Principles, that I might the better com- 
ply with the Commands you have laid upon me. I am now 
to acquaint you, with all due Reverence to your Majelty, 
that 1 come as Embalfador from the mod powerful Mo- 
narch the Sun Alines on from his fir ft Rifing : He delircs to 
be your Friend, and Confederate, not by Virtue of thole 
ancient Rights, which you have declared, nor for any other 
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Reafon, than to open a Communication between the two 
Monarchies, that by this Means he may have the Plea- 
lure to free you from your Errors. And tho' he might (ac- 
cording to the Tradition of your own Hiftories} pretend to 



be more abfolute in thefe Dominions, he only delires to make 
ufe of his Authority, to gain your Credit of Things entirely 
to your own Advantage 5 and to inform you, Sir, and you 
Mrx/omx,who hear me, that you live in Error, with Regard to 
the Religion you profefs^ adoring infenfible Pieces of Wood, 
the Work of your own Hands and Fancies : Forafmuch as 
there is but one true God, the eternal Caufe of all Things, with- 
out Beginning or Ending 5 whofe infinite Power created out of 
Nothing the wonderful Fabrick of the Heavens, the Sunwhich 
enlightens us, the Earth which fuftains us, and the firft 
Man from whom we all proceed, and whom we are 
therefore all under equal Obligation to acknowledge and 
adore. This very Obligation is imprinted in your Souls, 
of whofe Immortality you are not ignorant 3 but which 
neverthelefsyou debafe and deftroy, by paying Adoration to 
Devils, unclean Spirits, Creatures of the fame God, who for 
Ingratitude and Rebellion are call into Subterranean Fires, of 
which you have fome imperfect Image in your Volcanos. 
Thefe, who thro' their Envy and Wickednefs, are mortal Ene- 



mies to Mankind, endeavour your Perdition, by caufing 
themfelves to be adored in your abominable Idols ; Theirs 
is the Voice you fometimes hear in the Anfivers of your Ora- 
cles 3 theirs the Ilhifions which impofe on your Realon the 
Errors of Imagination. I am fenlible, Sir, that inch high 
Miflerics are not to be explained at this prefent Juncture : 
But the King, whofe ancient Superiority you acknowledge, 
exhorts you to hear me on this Subject with an unprejudiced 
Mind, that you may tafte of that Rcpofe which your Spirit 
will find in Truth, and be fenfible how often you have 
refilled natural Reafon, which has afforded you Light fuffi- 
cient to difcovcr your Errors. This is the firlt Thing which 
the King my Mafter dcJires of your Majefty, and the chief 
Propolal I have to make to you, as the moil effectual Means 
to cilablifli by a lading Amity the Confederacy of both 



Crowns on the folid Foundation of Religion, which uniting 
us in Principles, may introduce and fix a voluntary Friend- 
lliip in our Minds.' Thus did Hcnuin Cortes endeavour to 
liaintain, in Moteytmas Belief, the Reputation of his Forces, 
without departing from the Truth 5 making a dext rous Ule of 
the Original they had bellow'd on his King 5 and not contra- 

diding 
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dieting what they imagined, that he might give the greater Au- 
thority to his Embaffy. But Mote^uma heard the Point of Re- 
ligion without any Mark of Convi&ion 5 continuing fuperftiti- 
oufly obftinate in his Pagan Errors : And rifing from his Seat, 
c I do accept, (faid he) with all Acknowledgment theConfe- 
c deracy and Friendfhip you propofe from the great Defcen- 
c dant of Que%alcoal 3 but all Gods are good, and yours may be 
c what you fay, without Offence to mine. Repofe your felves 
c now, you are in your own Houfe, where you fhall be ferv'd 
c with all the Regard that is due to your Valour, and to the 
c great Prince who fends you/ He then immediately gave 
Orders for iome Indians attending without to enter, and before 
he went away, prefented Hcrnan Cortes with feveral Pieces oi 
Gold 7 a Quantity of Cotton Cloaths, and feveral Curiofities oi 
Feathers 3 a confiderabie Gift both for the Value and Fafhion : 
He diftributed at the fame Time fome Jewels and Things of 
the like Kind among the Spaniards, who were prefent, without 
feeming to think he laid them under any Obligation, and do- 
ing all with a cheerful Generofity : He regarded Cortes and his 
Soldiers with a fort of Satisfaction, in which one might perceive, 
the Difcjuiet he had lain under before 5 in the lame manner as 
a Man (news how far his Fears have prevailed over him, by the 
Toy he difcovers in beine delivered from them. 




CHAP. X1L 



Cor t f. s vifits M o r e a u m a in his Talace ; the 

Greatnefs and Furniture of it are defcribed : An 

Account of what pajfed in that Conference, and 

in others which they had afterwards upon the Sub- 
ject of Religion. 

H E following Day Hcrnan Cortes defired an Audience, 
which was granted with fuch readinefs, that the (lime 
Perfons who were to accompany him, returned with 
the Anfwer : Thcfc were particularly appointed to 
attend Embaflfadors, as Matters of the Ceremonies of that 
Country. The General put on a gay Habit, without quieting 
his Arms (for he had a mind to be introduced in his Military 

Ore is ) 
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Drefs) and carried with him the Captains Pedro de Jlvarado, 

Gonzalo de Sandoval, Juan Velafque^ de Leon, and Diego de Orda^ 
with fix or feven favourite Soldiers ; among whom was 
denial Dta^ del Cafiillo, who had already began to make Ob- 
fervations, in order to compile a Hillory. 

The Streets were all filled with an innumerable Concourfe 

| 

of People, who crowded to behold the Spaniards, but yet with- 
out hindering their PalTage 5 and among their Compliments 
and Acclamations, the Word Teule was often diftinguiflied, 
which in their Language fignifies a God : A Word, the Impor- 
tance whereof was underftood $ and which had no ill Sound 
in the Ears of thofe who founded part of their Courage on the 
Refpect that was paid them. 

At a confiderable Diftance appeared the Palace of Mote^uma, 
which fufficiently fhewed the great Magnificence of their Kings i 
The Pile was fo very large, that it opened with Thirty Gates, 
to as many different Streets : The principal Front took up one 
whole Side of a very fpacious Parade, and was of Jafper, black, 
red, and white, well poliflied and skilfully placed : Over the 
Gate, in a large Shield, were feen the Arms of Mbte^uma, a 



Griffin, half Eagle, and half Lion, with the Wings extended 
for Flight, and a Tyger in his Talons. Some maintain, that this 
Griffin was an Eagle, becaufe there were no Griffins in that 
Country, as if there were Reafon to believe, that other Parts 
of the World produe'd them 5 whereas Naturalifts place them 
in the Number of fabulous Birds 3 and we fliall rather choofe 
to fuppofe thefe fort of Monfters, the Production of Fancy, by 
a Liberty allowed to Poets and Painters. As they approached 
the principal Gate, the Officers of Mote^uma, who accompanied 
Cortes, walked up to one Side of ic 5 and then retiring with a 
Shew of fome Myftery in their Motions, formed a Semi-circle, 
that they might enter the Gate by two and two : This Cere- 
mony argued Refpecl^ for they thought it an Irreverence to 
enter the Royal Palace in a Crowd 5 and by their flapping back, 
they fhowed how much they feared to tread fo facred a Place. 
After having paffed three Squares, built and adorn 'd in the fame 
manner as the Front of the Palace, they came to Mote.^tuna s Ap- 
partment, where they equally admired the Largenels of the 
Rooms, and the Furniture : The Floors were covered with 
Mats of different Work $ the Walls with Hangings of Cotton 
Cloth, and Furrs of Rabits interwoven ; and the innermoft 
Room with Hangings of Feathers, both the one and the other 
beautified with lively Colours and various Figures. The Roofs 

were of Cyprefs, Cedar, and other odoriferous Woods, with 

R different 
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Afferent Fbliiges and BLefevd* s ind in tHis 'EWiId% if -Ms 
remarkable, t l hat without having found the life of Nafls, they 
fbrni'd large 'Ceilings', fixing the Timber- Work and Planks in 
fuch" manner ' as to itiakk them fuftain one another. In each 

' Ms* 

of thefe fpacious Rooms,' t'h'ere was a great Number of Officers 
of different Rank, who 'kept the Ehtra'rlce iccoYding to their 

Quality and Office : And at the Door of the Anti-Chamber 
waited the Nobility and togiilrates, who received Cortes with 
much Civility $ but made him flop till they had taken off their 
Shoes, and the coftly Cloaths with which they 'we're adorned, 
and "put on others of le'fs Finery : For it was 'thought a great 
Indecency among thefe People, to appear in their richeft : Ha- 
bits before the King. Thefe Fafliions were ob'ferved by the 
Spaniards. All they faw appeared new to them 5 the Greatnefs 
of the Palace, the Ceremonies, the Attendance, and even the 
profound Silence of fo numerous a Train of Domefticks,con- 
curr'd to imprint a Refpe6t. Mo'teztima was (landing with all 
his Enfigns of Royalty about him, and advanced fome Steps 
to receive 'Cortes 5 who approaching with a low Bow, he laid his 
Arms upon his Shoulders, 'aft'd faluted the reft of the Spaniards who 
waited on him with an obliging Look : Then feating himfelf, 
he commanded Cortes to fit, and all thofe who came with him, 
without fu'ffering any Reply. The Vifit was long, and the 
Converfation familiar. The Emperor asked Cortes feveral Que- 
{lions concerning the Nature and Politics of the Eajiern Coun- 
tries : Sometimes approving what he thought right 3 and let- 
ting him lee, that where he doubred he knew how to fupport his 
Objections by proper Arguments. Then he touched upon the 
Dependancy and Obligations of the Mcxica>isto the Defccndant of 
their fird King: And expreffed his particular Satisfaction, that the 
Prophecy concerning the Strangers, who had been prOifiifed to 
his Anccftors (o many Ages pail, was compleated in his Time : 
And if he lpoke not with Sincerity, he underflood very weil how 
to hide his Thoughts. And tho' this was a Notion, vain anddc- 
(picablc in its Original and Circum (lances, yet it was of great 
Importance to the Spaniards upon this Occafion j for by the help 
of it they round the Way open for their Entrance. And thu.., 
many times from Things trivial in their Beginning, proceed 
Conlequences of the greateft Importance. Then Henntn Cortes 
dextroully led him to the Topic of Religion $ enlarging 
(among other Things he told him of his Country) upon the 
Rites and Cuftoms of the Chriftians, to the end that the Vices 
and Abominations of his Idolatry might appear the more dc- 
tcftablc by fuch a Contrail. He made u fc of thisOppomi'nity, to 

exclaim 
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exclaim againft Sacrifices of humane Blood, and to fhew haw 
horrible and contrary to Nature it was, to eat the Men they 
facrificed : A brutiflh Cuftom prevailing in this Court, proper- 
tionably to the vaft Number of Sacrifices which aggravated 
the Crime of thefe infamous Repafts ! 

This Conference was not altogether ufelefs, for liote^umct 
yielding in fome degree to the Force of Reafon, banifhed from 
his Table all Difhes of Humane Flefh ; but did not dare all at 
once to forbid his Subje&s the ufe of it : Nor was he convinced 
as to the Point of Sacrifices : Saying, It was no Cruelty to offer to 

his Gods, <Pr if oners of War, already condemn d to dye 3 nor did he thinly 
it reafonable to extend the Denomination of Neighbour to our Very 

Enemies. He gave but fmall Hopes of his Converfion $ tho' 
Hernan Cortes^ and Father ^Bartholome de Olmedo, endeavoured 
feveral Times to lead him into the Way of Truth. He had 
Capacity enough to comprehend fome Advantages of the Ca- 
tholick Religion, and not entirely to overlook the Abufes of 
his own 5 but he prelently returned to his old Theme, That 

his Gods were good in that Country , as the Chriflian God was in theirs : 

And he was obliged to put a Force on himfelf to conceal his 
Anger, when the Argument was prefs'd too hard againfl him. 
He was much difturbed within himfelf at thefe Conferences • 
for on the one hand he endeavoured to oblige the Spaniards, .by 
a Complailance which hardly became his Dignity 5 and on 
the other was prefs'd by a neceflary Affectation of Religion, 
which had acquired, and, as he believed, prefcrv'd his Crown : 
This made him apprehend the Contempt of his Vallals, in 
cafe they fhould find him lefs zealous than formerly lor 
the Worfliip of his Gods : A miierable Policy, and proper 
to Tyrants 5 to command with Pride, and refled: with a 
ilavifli Fear ! 

He made fuch an Oftentation of his Obflinacy, that in 
very few Days, as he took Hernan Cortes and Father 'Bartbolo~ 
vie, with iome Captains and particular Soldiers along with 
him, to fee the Grandeur of his Court, he refolv d, upon a 
Principle of Vanity, lo fhew them the greater Magnificence 
of his Temples. Fie commanded them to flop a little at the 
Entrance, and went forward himfelf to conlult the Priefts, 
whether it were lawful lor him to bring into the Preience ol 
his Gods, thoJe who rchis'd to adore them ? It was concluded, 
that they might enter 5 but that he fhould fiiit admonilh 
ihem, to behave themielvcs with Rcfpcft: And two or .three 
of the molt ancient Priells went out with the Pcrmiliion and 
the RcquefF Immediately all the Gates of this fpacious Edi- 
fice 
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fice were opened 5 and Mote^uma took upon himfelf to ex- 
plain all the fecret Places of Worfhip, the Ufe of the Vef- 
fels, and other Inftruments and Images of the Temple, with 
fo much Ceremony and Reverence, that the Spaniards could 
not refrain from Laughter, which he did not feem to take No- 
tice of; but turned and looked upon them, as defiring to keep 
them within Bounds. Here Hernan Cortes fuffering himfelf to 
be tranlported with the Zeal which burnt within his Bread, 
addrelfed himfelf to Mote%uma f and laid, (Permit me, Sir, to fix 

the Crop of Chrijl before thefe Images of the Devil, and you pall fee 
whether they deferVe Adoration or Contempt. At the hearing of 
this Proportion, the Priefts grew enraged, and Mote^uma found 
himfelf in the greater!: Confufion and Perplexity j wanting 
Patience to bear it, and Refolution to mew his Difpleafure : 
But recollecting himfelf, and endeavouring to hide his Refent- 
ments 3 You might at leaf (faid he to the Spaniards) ha1>e fhewed 
this (Place the <J%ej])ecT; you owe to my Perfon. On which he imme- 
diately went out of the Temple, that they might do the fame; 
but ftop'd on the Threfhold, and added, with fomewhat more 
of Calmnefs. Jou may return to your Houfe, my Friends, for I fhall 
remain here to askJPardon of my Gods, for having fufjered you to pro- 
ceed thus far. In this Manner he difengag'd himfelf from the 
Perplexity he was in, with few Words, but worthy of Regard \ 
as informing them of his Refolution, and how hard a Task he 
found it to command his Temper. 

From this, and other Experiments of the fame Kind, Cortes 
took a Refolution (with the Advice of Father (Bartholojjrf de 
Olmedo, and the Licentiate Juan T>ia%) not to talk any more 
then on the Subject of Religion, which only feemcd to provoke 
and harden the Heart of Motc^imia ; but at the fame Time, 
they obtained his Leave, to worfhip God in Public ; and he him- 
felf fent his Mafter-Builders to erect a Chapel at his own Expencc, 
according to the Direction of Cortes. So much did he defire to 
be left in the quiet Polfeflion of his Errors ! The Spaniards pre- 
fently cleared one of the principal Rooms of the Palace : 
they white-wafh'd it, and raifed an Altar ; and in the Front, 
upon Steps richly adorned,they placed the Image of our Lady, 
and fixing a large Crofs near the Gate, formed a very decent 
Chappel, where they celebrated Mafs every Day, and recited 
their Rolary, with other Acts of Piety and Devotion: Motc^uma 
with his Princes and Minifters were often prefent ; and praiied 
the Humanity of the Chriftian Sacrifice, without difcovering 
the Barbarity and Abomination of their own. A People blind, 
and fiiperftitious, who tho' fenfible of their Errors, yet fuflFercd 
Cuftom to get the better of their Rcafon ! But 
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g3 -was divided into two Parts • of which one was .called 
$ he Habitation of the meaner Sort of, People : The 
ihgr Mmw» >chfi Refodence of the Court, and Nobility, ;uid 
hicb, therefore, gave its^ame to the. whole. 
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• ( wltchu. in? this; Pant is fat: and nitrous, but; very vUi£3 
fulifopthe making of Salt, alLalbng the Borders; of the Lake 5 * 
where rithe Sun purified and, refined: the Scumthafc . was left ;b^- 
the beating o£ therWaves. ....::'. ;-..iro 

..In. the middle almoft of this fait Water Lake, flood the City? 
of Mexico, in io Deg. and 13 Mini North:. I<at.„ within thgj 
Tomd Zone, . by the ancient Philofophers imagined uninhabi- 
table, which may inftrucl: us by Experience, how little we> 
can rely on humane Wifdom when the Reafonings of ;=tfe 
Understanding are not fupported by the Evidence of elhe 
Senles. The Glim ate was mild and healthy, with feafonable 
Viciflitudes of Heat and Cold : And the Moifture, which 
might have prov'd unwholfome by the natural Scituation of 
the Place, was corrected by the Favour of the Winds, and qua- 
lified.^ the Benefit of the Sun. 

This great City had moll beautiful - Profpe&s* in the midft- 
of thfi. Waters, and was joyned to the Land by icsvDykes;. or 
principal Caufeys : a fumptuous Work, of rtolefs Ornament.than 
Ule : One was to the South two Leagues Jong (by whichthe- 
Spanidrds made their Entrance) another one League long, look- 
ing to the North, and the Third fomewhat lets, to the Wefl. 

The Streets were all large and ftraight, as if they i were drawj 
by a Line : Some were of Water, with Bridges, for the <£orririft& . 
nication of the Inhabitants : Others were of Earth alone, 
rais'd by Art 5 and others again were compos'd of Earth ana! 
Water, the Earth on each Side for the People to pafs on Tdot, r 
and Canals in the Middle for the Canoes and Barks of different 
Bulk, which ferved for Commerce, and other ConveniencieS? 
about the City, and the Number whereof was alfrioft incredi- 
ble : Some faid above Fifty thoufandj without counting -lit- 
tle Veffels, which were called Jcales, made of the Trunk of a 
Tree, and capable of holding but one Man. .' ~ 

The* publick Buildings and Houfes of the Nobility, which 
made up the greateft Part of the City, were of Stone, and well 
built : The Houfes of the common Sort, low$ and unequal; 
but both the one and the other fo laid out, that they formed 
feveral 1 Parades, where they expofed their Merchandize. •' 
. Among the reft, that of Tlatelulco was of prodigious -Ex^ 
tent and Re fort, on the account of its Fairs, held there forne 
certain Days of the Year, and frequented by all the Merchants 
and Traders of the whole Kingdom, with their moft valuable 
Fruits and Manufactures : And they flock'd hither in fuch 
mighty Numbers, that tho' this Square was (according to Antonio 
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k Herera) one of the largeft in the World, it was ne» 
verthelefs filled with Tents, placed in Ranks, and fo near to- 
gether, that there was fcarce Room left for the Buyers to paR 
All knew their Polls, and fecured their Shops with portable 
Frames, covered with courfe Cotton Cloth, which were Proof 
both againft the Sun and Rain. The Sfanifb Writers make 
no End of reflecting on the Order, Variety, and Riches of 
thofe Fairs : There were Rows of Silverfmiths, who fold Jewels, 
and Chains of extraordinary Fafhion 5 feveral Figures of Beafts, 
in Gold and Silver, wrought with fo much Art, as rais'd the 
Wonder of our Artificers : And particularly, fome Skillets 
with moving Handles that were fo carl, and other Pieces of 



the fame Kind, with Moldings and Relievos, without any 
Signs of a Hammer or Graver. There were alfo Rows of 
Painters, with fine Figures and Landskips made of Feathers, 
fo curioufly placed, as to give both Colour and Life to the 
Piece 3 and in this Kind there were extraordinary Proofs, both 
of the Padence and Skill of the Workman. They brought to 
this Fair all the different Sorts of Cloths made throughout this 
vaft Empire, of Cotton and Rabit Purr, which the Women of 
this Country (Enemies to Idlenefs) fpun extremely fine, be-^ 
ing very dextrous in this Manufacture. They had Drinking- 
Cups exquifitely made of the fineft Earth, different in Colour, 
and even in Smell : And of this Kind they had all Sorts of. 
Veffels neceffary, either for the Service or Ornament of ■% 
Houfe : For they us'd no Velfels either of Silver or Gold, 
which were only feen at the Royal Table, and that on ex- 
traordinary Days. This Fair likewife afforded in the fame Or- 
der and Plenty, all Sorts of Fruit, Flefli, and Fifli j and in a 



Word every Thing which could contribute to the Pleasures 
or fupply the Neceffities of Life. 



The Way of Buying and Selling was by bartering one. 



Thing'for another : And every one parted with what he had. 
too much of, for what he wanted 5 and MaizorCoco, fervedas 
Money for Things of fmall Value. They did not know whap! 
belonged to Weight 3 but they had different Meafures, witli 
which they diftinguifhed Quantity : And they had their Nurri; 
bers and Characters, by which they adjufted the Prices p 
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Goods, according to the Taxes laid upon them. 

They had a Houfe appointed for the Judges of Commerce^ 
before whofe Tribunal were decided allDifferences between.the 
Merchants : There were other inferior Officers who wept a- 
bout the Fair, to prevent Frauds in Contracts; and made thei 




Report to the principal Tribunal, of all Irregularities q 
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that Sort, which deierv'd any kind of FttnifhiiWiit. Tfttf 3^-- 



maris were amazed' (and with Reafon) upon the. firft Sight oi 



c 



this Fair, at its Abundance, and Variety, with the good Order 
and* Ideate that was preferv'din fo vaft a Multitude. A Spe&acle 
worthy of Admiration j as it difcovered at one View, the Gran- 
deur and good Government of this Empire. 

T*he Temples (if it be lawful to give them that. Name) 
railed their ftately Heads above the reft of their Buildings : 
And the largeft where the chief of thofe unclean Priefts -refided, 



was dedicated to the Idol yi^t^lipu^tlij which fignified the God 
of War, and was held to be the fupreme of all their Deities : 



By the Supremacy of this God, it may be judged, haw much they 



efteem'd the Military Art. The Spanijb Soldiers called this Idol, 



fiuchilobos by a corrupt Pronunciation : And fo Bernal Via^ del 
Caftillo writes it 5 making the fame Slip with his Pen, as they 
did with their Tongues. Our Authors very much vary in 
the Defcription of this magnificent Edifice. Antonio de.Hcrrera 
follows too clofely Francifco Lope 2^ de Gomara ; Thofe who faw 
it at this Time had other Things to mind 3 and the reft drew 
the Plan of it according to their Fancies. We fhall follow Fa- 
ther Jofeph de Jcofta, and other Authors, who were more exact 
aftd better informed. 

The 'firft Part of the Building was a great Square, with a 
^all of hewn Stone, wrought on the outfide with various Knots 
of Serpents inter-twifted, which gave a Horror to the Portico, 
and were nQt improperly , plac'd' there. At a little Diftance 



from the principal Gate was a Place of Worfhip, notlefs terrible : 
It was built of Stone with thirty Steps of the lame, which went 
lip to the Top, where was a kind of long flat Roof/ and a 
great many Trunks of well grown Trees, fixed in it. in a Row, 
with Holes bored in them at equal Diftances $ and thro' which, 
from One Tree to another, palled feveral Bars run thro' the 




s of Men who had been facrificed: ofwhofe Number 
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icn cannot be repeated without Horrour) the Priefts of the 

erriple took, exact Account, placing others in the Room of 

nbfe which had been walled by Time. A lamen. table X^phy, 

in which i\it Enemy o'f Mankind difplay'd tyfc Rancour - and 

which thefe Barbarian's always had in View, without the, leafl 

Remorfe ! For Inhumanity put on the Mask of Devotion, and 

Cuftom had render cl Death in all its Terrors familiar to 
their Eyes. 

The four Sides of the Square had as many Gates opening to 
tfte 'four Winds., Over each of t'hcfe Gates were four 'Statues 
or ,StoiYe, which feemcd t6 point the" Way, afs if they were dc- 
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(irons 
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firous to fend back fuch as 'approach'd with an ill Difpbfitioh 
of Mind. Thefe were prefum'd to be Threjhold- Gods , becaufe 
they had fome Reverences paid them at the Entrance. Giofe 
to the Infide of the Wall, were the Habitations of the Priefts, 
and of thofe who, under them, attended the Service of the Tem- 
ple, with fome Offices, which all together took up the whole Cir- 
cumference, without retrenching fo much from that vaft Square, 
but that Eight or Ten Thoufand Perfons had fufficient Room 
to dance in upon their folemn Feftivals. 

In the Centre of this Square flood a Pile of Stone, which in 
the open Air exalted its lofty Head, overlooking all the Towers 
of the City, gradually diminishing till it form d a half Pyra- 
mid 5 Three of its Sides were fmooth, the Fourth had Stairs 
wrought in the Stone 3 a fumptuous Building, and extremely 
well proportioned : It was fo high that the Stair-Cafe contain 'd 
a Hundred and Twenty Steps, and of fo large a Compafs, 
that on the Top it terminated in a Flat, Forty Foot fquare-: 
The Pavement was beautifully laid with Jafper Stones of all 
Colours : The Rails which went round in nature of a Balu- 
ftrade, were of a Serpentine Form, and both Sides cover d with 
Stones refembling Jett, plac'd in good Order, and join'd with 
white and red Cement, which was a very great Ornament to 
the Building. 

"Upon the two Sides of the Rails, where the Stairs ended, 
were two Marble Statues, which fupported, in a Manner which 
admirably well exprefs'd the {training of the Arms, Two 
huge Candlefticks of an extraordinary Make. A little farther 
was a greenStone, Five Spans high from the Ground, which ter- 
minated in an Angle, and whereon they extended on his Back 
the miferable Victim they were about to Sacrifice, and opcn'd 
his Breafl to take out his Heart. Above this Stone, fronting 
the Stair-Cafe, flood a Chappel of excellent Workmanfhip and 
Materials, cover'd with a Roof of precious Timber. Here 
the Idol was plac'd on a high Altar, behind Curtains : It was 
of Humane Figure, fitting in a Chair which had fome Refem- 
blance of a Throne, fuftain'd by a blue Globe, which they 
call'd Heaven, from the Sides whereof came four Rods, with 
their Ends refembling the Heads of Serpents, which the Priefts 
ac'd upon their Shoulders when they expos d their Idol to 
publick View. It had on its Head a Helm compos'd of 
Plumes of various Colours, in Form of a Bird, with a Bill 
and Creff. ^pf burnifh'd Gold : Its Countenance was fevcre 
and horrible, and ftill more deform'd with Two blue Bands, 
which bound its Forehead and its Nofe. In the right Hand 
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it held a curling Serpent, \. which ferv'd for a Staff, and ;in 
the Left Four Arrows, which they venerated as.a Prefent frdm 
HeaVen 3 and a Shield with five white Plumes . plac'd in the 
Form of a Crofs : And concerning thefe Ornaments, thele 
Enfigns and Colours, they related iriany remarkable Extrava- 
gances, with a Serioufnefs deferving to be pitied. 

On the left Hand of this Chappel was another of the fame 
Make and Bignefs, with an Idol called Tlaloch, in every Refpect 
refembling his Companion. They were efteem'd Brothers, 
and Friends to fuch a Degree, that they divided between 
them the Patronage of War, equal in Power, and unanimous 
in Inclination : For which Reafon they addrefs'd them both 
with the fame Prayers, the fame Sacrifices, and the lame 
Thankfgivings. 

The Ornaments of both Chappels were of ineftimable 
Value 5 the Walls were hung, and the Altars cover'd with Jew- 
els and Precious Stones, plac'd on Feathers of various Colours : 
And they had Eight Temples in the City of almoft the fame 
Architecture, and of ecjual Wealth : Thofe of a fmaller Size 
amounted to Two Thoufand, and were dedicated to as many 
Idols, of different Names, Forms, and Attributes. There was 
fcarce a Street without its Tutelar Deity 5 nor was there any 
Calamity incident to Nature without its Altar, to which 
they might have Recourfe for a Remedy. In a Word, their 
Gods were deriv'd from their Fears j nor did they reflect 
how they leffen'd the Power of fome, by what they at- 
tributed to others. Thus did the Devil continually enlarge his 
Dominion, and exercife a moft deplorable Tyranny over 
Rational Creatures, in the PofTeflion of which he remain'd for 
fo many Ages, by the incomprehenfible Permiflion of the 
moft High. 
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XIV. 



EZUMA 



Of the different Vleafure-Houfes which Mo t 

had for his Recreation : His Armories, Gardens, 
and Country Retirements ; with other remarkable 
Buildings, both within and without the City. 




E S I D E S the principal Palace, before defcrib'd, where 
Motezuma kept his Court, and where,as we have already 
obferv'd, the Spaniards were entertain'd, this Emperor 
had feveral Houfes of Pleafure which adorn 'd the City, 



ddifplay'd his Grand 



f them, a magnificent Stru 



Sorts 

for r. 



th great Galleries, fupported by Pillars ofJalper,hehad all 
f Birds which New-Spain produc'd of any Value, either 



Feathers, or Singing 



whiclr.Diverfity there 



very extraordinary, and till thea unknown to European*. 
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[Water Pools, and thofe 
bred in Rivers and Lakes, in others of Frefli Water, 
they had Birds of Five or. Six. ;Goloufs,i which they 
f their 

their Owners might again reap the Advantage of the 



Feathers in the proper Seafon,.. letting therh 
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Value among the Mexicans 5 for they work'd: .them in their 
Cloaths, in Pictures, and in all their Ornaments.' 'Thefe Birds 
were in fuch Numbers, and the Care of preferving them was fo 
great, that it gave Employment to above Three Hundred Men, 
lful in the Knowledge of their Difeafes, and oblig'd to fup- 



ply 



fuch Food 



bcrty 



they us'd to eat when they 



of gi 



Diftance from this Houfe, Mote^uma had another 
tent and Variety, with Apartments capable of 
receiving himfcif and his whole Court. There his Huntfmen 
rcfided, and there the Birds of Prey wore kept.; fomein Cages- 
neat and well made , and thefe were only to pleafe theJBye : He 
had others on Perches, chat were obedient to the Jelfes, and 

they 




tam'd for the Divcrfion of Hawking, for whioh 
have Birds of an excellent Kind in tliat Oountiy,' like our 
Hawks, and no way inferior to them for their JBtociility in re- 



turning to their Lure, or for the Vigour 
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foul 
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foufe upon their Prey. Among their Birds in Cages were 
fome fo extremely fierce and large, that they appeared to be 
MonfterSj and particularly the Royal Eagles, of an extraor- 
dinary Size, and prodigious Voracity. An Author reports, 
that one of thefe Eagles would devour a Sheep at a Meal : 
He is oblig'd to me, that I do not vouch him by Name 
for a Story which in my Opinion he fwallow'd with too 
little Difficulty. 

In the fecond Square of the fame Houfe were the Wild Beafts, 
which were either Prefents to Moteznma, or taken by his Hun- 
ters, in very ftrong Cages of Timber, rang'd in good Orde 
and under Cover : Lions, Tygers, Bears, and all others of 
the favage Kind which New-Spain produce^ among which, 
the greater!: Rarity was the Mexican Bull 5 a wonderful Com- 
position of divers Animals : It has crooked Shoulders, with 
a Bunch on its Back like a Camel 5 its Flanks dry, its Tail 
large, and its Neck cover'd with Hair like a Lion : It is cloven 
footed, its Head armed like that of a Bull, which it refembles 



in Fiercenefs, with no lefs Strength and Agility. This Amphi- 



r 



theatre feem'd to the Spaniards- worthy of a great Prince 5 it 
being a Cuftom eftabliflfd from all Antiquity, by the Number 
of Wild Beafts any Prince had in his PoffelTion, to make an 
Eftimate of the Grandeur of the Pofleffor. 

In another Part of this Palace, fay fome of our Spariifh Writers, 
they daily fed a horrible Multitude of venomous Animals, preferv'd 
indifferent Veffels and Caverns, as Vipers, Rattle-Snakes, Scorpi- 
ons, and even Crocodiles : But they add, that the Spaniards were 
not Eye-WitnelTes of this poifonous Article of Magnificence, but 
only faw the Places where thefe Creatures were reported to be 
bred 3 which is fufficient Reafon for me to regard this Part of 
the Story as improbable $ believing rather, that it had no other 
Foundation than the Opinion of the Indians, and that this was 
a Sort of a Bugbear, invented by the Vulgar, to reprefent the 
favage Difpofition of a Tyrant 5 particularly, when he is obey'd 
by Conftraint, and cannot be mention'd without Fear. 

Over the Place where the Beafts were kept, was a very large 
Apartment for the Rcfidence of Buffoons, and other Vermin 
of the Court, who ferv'd for the Diverfion of the King: Even 
Monfters had a Place in this Set of Men 5 fuch as Dwarfs, 
Crooked, or Hump-back'd, and other Errors of Nature : Every 
Kind had their feparate Habitations, and Mailers apart to in- 
ftru&themj and Perfons employ 'd to provide their Meals 

and to attend them : And they were fo punctually ferv'd, that 

fome 
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fome Fathers, among the poorer Sort, would disfigure their 
Children For the fake of that Conveniency, their Deformity 
being a fufficient Recommendation to introduce them. 

Nor was the Grandeur of Mote^uma lefs confpicuous in Two 
Houfes for his Arms $ one where they were made, and the 
other where they were laid up in Store. In the firft, the fe- 
veral Matters liv'd and work'd, diftributed into different 
Shops, according to their Employments : In one Part they 
made the Sticks for the Arrows $ in another they worked Flint 
Stones for the Points : And all Sorts of Arms, offenfive and 
defenfive, had Workmen, and diftincl: Shops, with Overfeers, 
who kept Account, according to their Manner, of the Quan- 
tity and Price of the Arms. The other Houfe, which made 
a better Appearance, ferv'd for a Magazine to hold the Arms 
that were finifli'd $ every Kind apart : And from thence they 
were given out to the Armies, and Frontier Towns, as Occa- 
fion requir'd. In the higher! Part they plac'd the Arms be- 
longing to the King, which were hung round the Walls in ex- 
cellent Order : On one Side the Bows, Arrows, and Quivers, 
with various embofs'd Work of Gold and precious Stories : 
On another, Two-Handed Swords, and others of extraor- 
dinary Wood, with flint Edges, and moll curious and 
coftly Handles. In another Place the Darts, and miflive 
Weapons were fo well rang'd and fo neatly kept, not excepting 
even the Slings, that the Exa&nefs of their Difpolition was admi- 
rable. There were Head-Pieces and Breaft-Pieces,plated overwith 
curious Leaf- Work of Gold 5 great Number of Quilted Jackets 
whichwere Arrow proof 5 beautiful Inventions ofShields orBuck- 
lers made of impenetrable Skins, which cover 'd the whole Bo- 
dy, and which they carry'd roll'd up upon their Left Shoul- 
ders 'till they were ready to engage. The Spaniards greatly 
wondcr'd to behold fuch a prodigious Quantity of Arms, which 
appear'd to be the Furniture not only of a Prince but of a 
Martial Prince, and made an honourable Difcovery as well of 
his Opulency as of his Genius. 

To all thefe Houfes he had fpacious Gardens, moft nicely 
cultivated. He was no Admirer of Fruit-Trees nor Kitchin 
Plants in his Gardens of Pleafure : For he ufed to fay, That 
(uch kind of Gardens were for the inferior Rank of People j 
it being his Opinion, That Princes fliould have Regard to their 
Pleafure without any Mixture of Profit. There was nothing 
to be feen but Flowers of delightful Variety and Fragrancy, 
with Medicinal Herbs, fet in Squares, and Suuimer-Houfes 
where he ufed to fup. He took a particular Care to tranfplant 
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into his Garden's all' the' choice' Simples that benign' Climate 
produc'd, where the onFy Study of the Phyrrcia'ns' wa's to' attain 
to the Knowledge of their Names and Properties. They 
had Herbs for ait Kinds of Pams and' Infirmities , and in the 
Juices and Application of thofe Herbs confifted all their Re- 
medies, and with which they effe&ed furprizing Cures, having 
by long Experience found out their Virtues, which, without 
diftinguifhing the Caufe of the Diftemper, they apply 'd to the 
Patient's great Benefit and Recovery. 

The King freely distributed to all who had Occafion for 
them fuch of his Simples as Were prefcrib'd by the Phyficians, 
or defir'd by the Sick 5 and was wont to inquire if the Pa- 
tient had received any benefit therefrom, either gratifying a 
fort of Vanity he had in the fuccefsful Operation of his Me- 
decines, or believing that he fulfuTd the Obligation of a So- 
vereign, in taking fuch Care of the Health of his Vaffals. 

In all thefe Gardens and Pleafure-Houfes, he had many 
Fountains of fweet and wholefome Water, convey'd from the 
neighbouring Mountains by different Canals as far as the Cau- 
feys, whence in cover'd Pipes it was introduc'd into the City, 
for the Ufe whereof there were fome publick Fountains 5 and 
he permitted fome of the meaner Sort of the People, tho' not 
without paying a coniiderable Tribute, to fell about the 
Streets what Water they brought from other Springs. The 
Conveniency of Fountains was very much increas'd in the 
Time of Mote^uma 5 for the great Conduit, which conveys a 
Current of frefh Water to Mexico from the Mountain of CbapuU 
tepee, about a League diftant from the City, was a Work of 
his 5 and by his Order and Contrivance a vaft Ciftern of Stone 
was made for a Refervatory 3 railing the fame to fuch a Height 
as the Declivity for the Current requir'd : After this he gave 
Orders for a very thick Wall, with two open Canals made 
of Stone and Lime, of which one was always in Ufe, when- 
ever the other requir'd cleaning : A Building extremely ufe- 
ful 3 and Mote^uma valued himfelf fo much upon the Inven- 
tion, that he order'd his own Effigies and that of his Father, 
which bore a pretty near Refemblance to his, to be engrav'd 
on Two Stones, with an Ambition to perpetuate his Memory 
by fo fignal a Benefaction done to the City. 

Amongft all the Works of Mote^uma, what furpriz'd the 
Spaniards moll, was that call'd the Houfe of Sorrow, to which he 

was wont to retire on the Death of his Relations, or in Cafe 
of any Calamity, Or ill Succefs, which requir'd publick Dc- 
monftration of Grief. The Building infpir'd a kind of Horror 5 

the 
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the Walls, Roofs, and Ornaments were all black, and had 
certain SJies in the W$&\ % or little Windows, which fcarce gave 
any Light, or at lea it no more than was fufficient to difcover 

the Obfcurity. In this difmal Habitation he us'd to continue 
till the Time of Mourning was 1 over, and often here the Devil 
appear'd to him 5 whether it be that the Prince of Darknefs took 
Delight in this Abode qfHorror, or for the Sympathy there is be- 
tween that malignant Spirit and a melancholy Humour. 

Without the City he' had divers Country Retirements and 
Houfes of Pleafare, with many and large Fountains, which 
fupplied the Bagnios and Fifh-ponds with Water, and near 
them feveral Woods for different Kinds of Game : A Diver- 
fion he frequently us'd, and underftood well, being very dex- 
t'rous at his Bow and Arrow 5 and indeed Hunting was what 
principally delighted him, for he was accuftomed to go with 
his Nobles to a very fpacious and pleafant Park, fenc'd round 
with a Canal of Water, where they brought and inclos'd the 
Game of the neighbouring Mountains • among which gene- 
rally came fome Lions and Tygers. He had a great Number 
of Men in Mexico and the Villages round about, whofe Bull- 
nefs it was to go before, and by forming a great Ring and 
contracting it by Degrees, to drive the Game into the ap- 
pointed Place, not much unlike the Manner of our Huntfmen. 
Thefe Mexican Indians were extremely bold and aclive in 
purfuing and overcoming the fierceft Animals, and Motezuma 
took great Delight in beholding the Combats of his Huntf- 
men with thofe Creatures, and fometimes he would let fly an 
Arrow, which was always applauded as a very great Action. 
But he never quitted his Chair unlefs he was upon fome com- 
modious Eminence, with good Store of Darts and Arrows by 
him for the Security of his Perfon j not that he wanted per- 
fonal Courage, or was any Thing inferior in Strength or Dex- 
terity to the beft of his Subjects 3 but becaufe he look'd upon 
thofe voluntary Hazards as unbecoming his Majefty, belie- 
ving, and not without a true Senfc of his own Dignity, that 
no Dangers but thofe of War were worthy of a King. 
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H A P. XV. 



An Account of the Pomp, Ceremony and Exaclnef 
with which Motezu'ma was fertfd in his Pa- 



ce : Of the Expences of his Table, of his Au 




diences and other Particulars relating to his Oeco 
nomj 7 and Diverfions. 




GRE E A B L E to the Statelinefs, Pride and Magni- 
ficence of the Buildings, was the Oeconomy of his 
Houfe, and the Apparel, wherewith he us'd to adorn 
his Perfon, for the fetter maintaining the Reverence 
and Dread of his Vaffals ; to which he invented new and 
exceffive Ceremonies 3 laying afide, as a Fault, the great Hu- 
manity and Indulgence with which the Mexican Kings were 
wont to treat their Subjects. He augmented, as we have faid 
in the Beginning of his Reign, the Number, Quality and 
Splendor of the Royal Pamily 5 compofing it wholly of the 
Nobility, of greater or lefier Diftinction, according to their 
feveral Employments : A Point which was at firft much op- 
pofed by his Council, who reprefented to him, That it was by 
no means proper to diflatisfy the Common People by intirely 
excluding them from his Service 5 notwithstanding which, he 
executed what his Vanity fuggefted : And it was one of his 
Maxims, That Princes ought to favour at a Diftance thofe who 
either had no Senfe of a Benefit, or wanted the Power to return 
it 3 and that Plebeian Minds were not fit to enter into the Con- 
fidence of a Soveraign, 

He had Two Sorts of Guards, the One of Soldiers, fo nu- 
merous that they fill'd the Courts of the Palace, and were 
polled in Bodies at the principal Gates : The other of Noble- 
men, introduc'd alfo in his Time, confiding of Two Hundred 
Men, of diftinguifli'd Quality, who were oblig'd to be every 
Day at the Palace, both to guard his Royal Perfon, and to 
make up the Number of his Courtiers. This Attendance of 
the Nobility was divided into Tours, and every Divifion had 
their fet Days for entring upon Duty h and the Difpofition 
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that it comprehended not only the Nobility of 
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City 
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City, but of the whole Kingdom : And when it was their 
Turns, they came to Court to difcharge this Obligation from 
the mo ft remote Parts of the Realm. Their Attendance was 
in the Anti-chambers, and they eat what was left at the King's 
Table. He us'd to permit fome of them to enter into his 
Chamber, commanding them to be call'd, not fo much for a* 
ny particular Mark of his Favour to them as to be fatisfy'd if 
they attended, and to keep them all on their Duty. He valu'd 
himfelf upon having introduced that kind of Guard, and 
feem'd to have done it with Views of no ordinary Policy : For 
he us'd to tell his Minifters, that it ferv'd to exercife the Obe- 
dience of the Nobility, and to keep them in a greater Depen- 
dency j befides, it gave him an Opportunity of knowing his 
Subje&s, and employing, them according to their feveral 
Capacities. 

The Mexican Emperors marry'd with Daughters of other 
Kings their Tributaries : And Motezuma had Two Wives of 
this Quality, who bore the Title of Queens, lodg'd in feparate 
Apartments with equal Splendor and Magnificence. The 
Number of his Concubines was exorbitant and fcandalous 3 
for we find it written that there were more than Three Thou- 
fand Women in the Palace, including the Servants 5 and every 
Female of more than ordinary Beauty, that was to be met with 
throughout his whole Dominions, was brought thither, in order 
to gratify his luftful Appetite 5 for his Minifters and Tax-ga- 
therers fore'd them from their Friends by Way of Tribute, and 
Vaffalage, treating the Debauchery of their Prince as a Point of 
Importance to the State. 

Thele Women he, without any Difficulty, got rid of, and 

provided for them in luch Manner that others might lupply his 
Place. They found Husbands among thofe of the beft Quality ^ 
for they left the Court very rich, and, in the common Opinion, 
highly honoured : So far was Chaftity and Decency from be- 
ing counted Virtues in a Religion which did not only per- 
mit, but even command the utmoft Violence to natural 
Reafon. He aftc&ed very much to have his Concubines lead 
a retir'd Life, and keep a ftridl Decorum in his Houfe 5 and 
for that Purpofe he had ancient Matrons, who narrowly ob~ 
ferv'd the Behaviour of his Miftrefles, without permitting the 
lead Indecency to be a£tcd amongft them 3 not that he fet any 
Value upon Modcfty, but becaufe Jealoufy was his predominant 
Paffion. And this Care with which he endeavour'd to main- 
tain a ftridl Decorum in his Family, (in itfelf fo reasonable and 
praiie worthy) was in him a Weaknefs without any Mixture 
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of true Honour or Generofity, but purely the Effect of his 

other darling Pa-flion. 

His Audiences were neither eafily obtain'd, nor very fre- 
quent, but they lafted long 5 and upon thefe Occafions he ap- 
pear'd with great Splendor and Solemnity. The Great Men 
who had AdmiiTion into the Royal Apartment, affifted at them, 
with Six or Seven Counfellors of State to advife him in Cafe 
any Point of Difficulty was ftarted. And there were feveral 
Secretaries, who marked in Characters, which ferv'd them 
inftead of Letters, the Refolutions and Decrees, every one ac- 
cording to his refpective Employment. The Perfon who ob- 
tain'd Audience enter'd barefoot, and made three Reverences, 
without lifting his Eyes from the Ground : Saying at the firft, 
Lord ! at the fecond, My Lord 1 and at the third, Great 
Lord ! He fpoke in the mo ft humble and fubmifTive Terms, 
and retir'd in the fame Manner he advanc^ repeating his Re- 
verences, never turning his Back, and keeping his Eyes hVd 
on the Ground 5 for there were certain Officers by who fevere- 
puniirfd the lead Omiflion, and Mote^uma was extremely 
rigorous in exacting thofe Ceremonies : A Care by no means 
blameable in Princes, for therein confifts one of thofe Prero- 
gatives which diftinguim them from other Men 5 and the Deli- 
cacies of Royalty infufe into the Subject an awful Dread, very 
elTential in its Effects. He liften'd with Attention, and an- 
fwered with Severity, feeming to proportion his Voice to his 
Look. If any one was at a Lofs in his Delivery, he endea- 
vour'd to recover him, or order'd one of his Minifters to affifl 
him, that he might fpeak with more Affurance. And to fuch 
a Man he would give a more favourable Difpatch, as finding 
in that refpectfui Fear, a Sort of an agreeable Difcretion which 
flatter'd his Vanity. He valued himfelf much for the Gentle- 
nefs and Humanity with which he fuffer'd the Impertincncies of 
Petitioners, and the unaccountable Difference of their feveral 
Pretentions : The Truth is, upon thefe Occafions, he endea- 
voured to correct the Impetuofity of his Temper 5 but it was 
not always that he could gain that Point : For the Violence he 
us'd would often give Way to his natural Bent, and indeed 
Pride under a Reftraint but ill refembles Goodnefs. 

He eat alone, and very often in pub-lick ; but always with 
:qual State and Solemnity. His Table was ordinarily cover'd 
with above Two Hundred Duties, of different Meats adapted to 
his Palate, and fame of thofe fo favonry and excjwifitely well 
feafon'd, that they not only picas' d the Spaniards then, but have 

fmce been imitated in Spain i for there is no Nation fo bar- 

barous, 
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barous, but that it can boaft of Tome Ingenuity, and has fome 
Invention or other to gratify an inordinate Appetite. 

Before he fate down to Meat, he look'd over all the Difhes, 
to examine the different Dainties they contain'd, and havin_ 
fatisfy'd the Gluttony of his Eyes, he made Choice of thole 
which pleas'd him mod, and order d the reft to be divided a- 
mongft the Nobles of his Guard. And this daily Profufion, 
was but a fmall Part of the ordinary Expence of his Kitchen, 
for he kept Tables for all who liv'd in his Palace, and for as 
many others as were oblig'd to refort thither, by Virtue of their 
Employments. His Table was large, but low, and he fate on 
a little Stool proportionable to the Table. The Cloths were 
of fine white Cotton, and the Napkins of the fame, nothing 
near fo broad as long. The Room where he eat was divided 
in the Middle by a Rail, which, without obftrufting the Sight, 
kept the Crowd and his Domefticks at Diftance. 

Within the Rails, and near the Table waited Three or Four 
ancient Servants, of thofe he moff. favour'd : And near the 
Rails, one of his principal Officers received the Dimes, which 
were brought by about Twenty Women magnificientiy ap~ 
parrel'd, who ferv'd his Meat and gave him the Cup, with the 
lame Reverence us'd to their Idols in the Temples. The 
Dimes were of exceeding fine Earthen Ware, and were only 
us'd once, as were likewife the Table-Cloths, and Napkins, 
which were immediately divided amongft the Servants. He 
had Cups of Gold, and Salvers of the lame 5 and fometimes 
he drank out of Cocoas, and natural Shells, very richly fet with 
Jewels. 

They had continually ready at Hand different Sorts of Li- 
quors, which he call'd tor as he fancy'd fome were finely 
perfum'd with the richeft Odours, others mix'd with the Juices 
of falutiferous Herbs, nor did he ever want Confections of a 
lefs honeft Quality.; I mean Provocatives to Vencry. He 
made Ufe of thofe Wines, or rather more properly fpeaking 



Beer, a Liquor which the Indians make by infilling Mai^ in 
boiling Water, and which difturbs the Brain as much as the 
ftrongefr. bodied Wines : Thefe he drank with Moderation. 
When he liad done eating, he ufuaily took a Kind of Choco 
late, made after the Manner of the Country, that is the Sub- 
fiance of the Nut beat up with the Mill 'till the Cup was fill'd' 
mare with Froth than with Liquorj after which he us'd to 
fmoak Tobacco perfum'd with liquid Amber. And this vi- 
cious Habit pafs'd for a Medecine with the Indians, which withal 

had fome what in it of Superfticion 5 foj? the Juice of this Herb 
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was one of the Ingredients with which the Priefts were work'd 



up into Madnefs and Fury, as often as they were oblig'd to pre- 



pare themfelves, by lofitng their Underftanding, to receive the 
Devil's Oracles. 

He had generaly attending at his Table, Three or Four fe 



left Buffoons, who among that Sort of Vermin, were mo ft re- 
markable for their Pranks 5 and thefe endeavour'd to divert 
him in a Manner agreeable to Perfons of their Character, who 
centre their whole Felicity in having the Faculty to make others 
laugh 5 but too often cover their Want of Refpect to their 
Company under Pretence of entertaining them. Mote^umaus'd 
to fay, That he fuffer'd them near his Perfon only becaufe they 
fometimes told him Truth : But he who feeks Truth among 
them dilcovers but little Relifh of it, except he confounds it 
with Flattery. However this was a Sentence taken Notice of 
among the reft of his good Sayings : And it is fo far remarka- 
ble, that even a barbarous Prince was fenfible of his Fault in 
admitting them, fince he endeavour'd at a Reafon to juftify 
his fo doing. 

After fome little Repofe his Muficians were wont to come in to 
divert him 5 and with a Sort of Flutes and Sea-Shells, notwithstand- 
ing the Difference of their Sounds, they form'd a Kind of Con- 
cert. They fung feveral Compofitions, in various Sorts of Metre, 
which tho' unequal in their Meafures, had fome what like Cadence, 
varying the Tones, not without fome Method, into a Mufick 
adapted to their Ear. The ordinary Themes of the Songs 
were the Exploits of their Anceftors, and the memorable 
Actions of their Kings j and thefe were fung in their Temples, 



and the Children learn d them by Heart, to prefcrve the 
Atchievcments of the Nation from Oblivion, thefe Songs 
fervingas a Hiftory to thofe who did not undcrftandthc Pictures 
and Hieroglyphicks of their Annals. They had likewife their 
merry Songs us'd in Dances, and accompanied with a ftrange 
confus'd Sort of Mufick. They were fo much addicted to this 
Kind of Diverfion, and other Spectacles and Entertainments 
in which they fuccecded very well, that they had almoft every 
Night publick Feftivals in fome Quarter or other of the City, 
as well of the Nobility, as of the Common People $ and now 
they were more frecjuent, and celebrated with greater Solemnity, 
to complement the Spaniards ; Motczjwia himfelf not only en- 
couraging, but even affifting at them in Perfon, contrary to his 
accuftom'd Aufterity $ as being ambitious, that thefe idle Di- 
vcrfions fhould, among the reft of his Oftentation, contribute 

to difplay his Grandeur, and the Magnificence of his Court. 

The 
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The mo ft remarkable of their Sports was a Dance they call'd 
Mtotes, compos'd of a prodigious Multitude of People, fome of 
whom were mod gorgeoufly attir'd,and others difguis d under very 
extraordinary Figures. In this Dance the Nobles enter'd without 
any Diftin&ion, mingling with the meaner Sort, to honour that 
Feftival 3 nor were Examples wanting of their King's having 
done the like. Their Mufick confifted of Two little Drums, 
made of a hollow Piece of Wood, different in Bignefs and 
Sound 3 Bafe and Treble, and not without fome Kind of Har- 
mony. They enter'd Two and Two, and after certain Move- 
ments and Figures they form d a Ring, all beating the Earth 
at once with their Feet, and keeping Time with their Hands, 
without ever being out 3 and when one Chorus was tir'd, ano- 
ther fucceeded, with different Steps and Motions, like the Tripu- 
dia and Chorus celebrated by Antiquity 3 and in Conclufion they 
mingled altogether with confused Shouts of Joy, until by drink- 
ing to each others Healths, they were intoxicated with- their 
heady Liquor, in which they indnlg'd themfelves 5 for they 




thought it an Honour to drink plentifully upon that Occafion, 
and then the Feaft either was at an End, or converted to fome 
other more extravagant Folly. 

At other Times the People alTembled in the principal 
Squares, or in the Porches of their Temples., for the DItfer'lIon 

of feveral Shews and Games. There were Challenges to^mbot 
at a Mark, or to give ooher Proofs of their furprizing 
in managing the Bow and Arrow. iThey us'd running at Races, 
and Wrcftling for Wagers^ and publick Rewards v\cre likewife 
given to the Conqueror. Some of them were extremely active, 
and would dance on the Rope without a Pole 5 and others again 
who would dance after a moft amazing Manner, with another 
of thefe Rope-dancers upon their Shoulders. They played 
hkewiie at Ball, divided into equal Numbers agairlft each o^ 
ther, with a Kind of Bandy, which rais'd. very/ high the Ball, 
which now and then was a long while in the Air to and' fro^ 

'till fome one of the Parties ftruck in to the Mark and thereby 
carry'd the Prize, which was difputed with fo much Solemnity, 

that the Priefts^ with a, ridiculous Superftitionj pjoducd thcCod" 

of the (Biill, and placing him in Sjght, conjurdl the Puppet, 

with certain Ceremonies to correct the Hazards • of^ the Pday>iac-< 
cording to their fond Imagination , t arid to render Fortune/ im- 
partial to both Sides. , There were very few Days in which" 
they had not/ome Sort pr other of tbcfc Diverficmfc iniithie <3ity^ 
and Motc^iwia was pleas '4 with amuli^g the People in this^Man 



nci-3 not that/hc. was fq vciy.ffond of thef(jvBaftiwies himfelf,*; 6* 
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that he was ignorant of the Inconveniencies, which ought to 
be forgiven or ovcrlook'd in a diforderly Multitude $ but he 
judg'd it neceflary to divert thofe turbulent, unquiet Spints 
whofe Fidelity he fufpedted. A miferable Capitulation for a 
Tyrant to make with his Subjects, to indulge them in thofe 
Incitements to Vice that they may not reflect on their Mifery. 
But a much greater Slave, is that Tyrant, who has Recourfe to 
fuch Diforders that he may introduce Slavery under the 
Mask of Liberty. 





HAP. XVI. 



An Account o/Motezum as immenfe Riches ; the 
Manner of his managing the Royal Revenues, and 
of his adminifir ing Jufiice ; with other Particu- 
lars of the Mexican Government, both Civil and 
Military. 



jO great was the Wealth of Mote^uma y that he was 

not only ible to fupport the ordinary Expcnces and 
Diverfions ; of his Court, but befides maintained con- 
ftantly Two or Three Armies in the Field, either to 
fubdue his rebellious Subjects, or cover his Frontiers 3 over and 
above all which, there remain'd a fumcient Fund for a mod 
plentiful Referve. Exceeding great Profit did the Crown re- 
ceive from the Mines of Gold and Silver, the Salt- Works, and 
other Rights effcablifh'd horn Time immemorial : But the 
largeft Fund of the Royal Revenue, was from the Contributions 
of the Subject, which were mod exorbitantly increas'd in the 
Reign of Mote^uma. All the Husbandmen of this vail and 
populous Empire gave to the King one Third of the Produce 
of their Land and Stocks : The Tradefmen one Third of their 
Manufactures, and the poor People were oblig'd to woik for 
the Court without Wages, or to acknowledge their ValTalage 
by fome other perfonal Service. 

Several Officers took their Circuits round the Kingdom, 
who,' being affifted by the ordinary Magiftrates, rccciv d and 
remitted the Tributes. Thefe Officers depended on the Tri- 
bunal of the Royal Revenue 1 rending in the Court, and were 
obliged to give an exact Account of the minuteft Matter which 

their 
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their Diftricts produc'd ; and the leah: Fraud or Neglect was 
punifhed with lofs of Life 5 from whence enfu'd abundance of 
Rigour in exacting the Dues of the Crown 3 for Favour or 
Compaffion in a Collector was deem'd a Crime of as heinous 
a Nature as Theft itfelf. 

Great were the Clamours of the People, nor was Mote^imm 
ignorant of their Difcontent5 but the OpprefTion of his Vaflals 
was one of the chief Maxims of his Government. And he 
would frequently fay, That he was no Stranger to their evil 
Difpofition, and was oblig ed to load them for his own Quiet 5 
and that he mould not be able to govern them, if he fuffer'd 
them to grow rich 5 being ftill very ready at inventing Preten- 
ces and Colours which carry 'd a Shew of Reafon. All the Towns 
near the City furnifh'd Men for the King's Works, provided 
Fuel for the Royal Palace, or contributed otherways at the Ex- 
pence of their Communities. The Tribute of the Nobility 
was to guard the Emperor's Perfon, or ferve in his Armies 
with a certain number of their Valfalsj befides which, they 
were continually making him Prefents, which, tho* he receiv'd 
them as Gifts, it was ftill without quitting his Pretences to them 
as Dues. He had different Treafurers, according to the feve- 
ral Kinds of Contributions : And the Tribunal of the Crown 
Revenue, ifiued out all that was neceiTary for the Expence of 
the Royal Houfes, and Provifions of War, and took Care to 
make the belt. Advantage of the Overplus, by reducing it into 
fomething that would not decay, in order to preferve it in the 
principal Treafury, and particularly into Ingots of Gold, whofe 
Value they well underftood and efteem'd, without fuffering the 
Plenty of it to make it lefs valuable: On the contrary, the 
Great Men fought after it, and hoarded it, either for the Excel- 
lency and Beauty of the Metal, or becaufe it was defign'd 
Deftiny rather to fatisfy the covetous Defires, than relieve the 
Neceffities of Mankind. The Mexican Government difcover'd 
a remarkable Harmony between the Parts that compose! it. 
Befides the Council of the Revenue, which took Care, as we 
have faid, of the Royal Patrimony, they had a Council of Ju- 
fticc which receiv'd Appeals from inferior Tribunals $ a Coun- 
cil of War for the forming of Armies and Military Provifions j 
and a Council of State, which was generally held in the Pre- 
fence of the King, and treated Matters of the greater!: Impor- 
tance. They likewife had a fufficient Number of Judges of 
Commerce, and other different Officers t as Provofts of the 
King's Court, who went their Rounds about the City to take 

up Delinquents. Thcfc Officers, as did likewife the Jlp«iz>les r 
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or Lieutenants, carry 'd a Staff in their Hands as a Mark of 
Diftinction, that their Office might be known. They held 
their Tribunal in a certain Part of the Town, where they heard 
the Parties, and immediately determined the Caufe. Their 
Judgments were fummary and verbal 3 both Sides appear'd with 
their Claims and WitnelTes, and the Caufe was prefently de- 
cided, except it happened to be a Cafe of Appeal to a fuperior 
Tribunal. They had no Written Laws, but were govern'd 
according to the Inftitutions of their Anceftors $ Cuftom upon 
all Occafions fupplying the want of Laws, where the Plealure 
of the Prince did not interpofe to make Innovations. All thefe 
Councils were compos 'd of Men experienced both in War and 
Peace 5 and the Council of State, which was fuperior to all the 
reft, was form'd of the Electors of the Empire, which was a 
Dignity conferr'd upon the ancient Princes of the Royal Blood : 
And when Matters of great Conference were difcufs'd, they 
fummon'd to the Council the Kings of Tezcuco and Tacuba, who 
were principal Electors, and had this Prerogative by Succeffion 
The Four chief Counfellors always refided in the Palace, and 
attended near the King's Perfon, to declare their Opinions when 
occafion ofTer'd, which Mote^uma did, to give his Decrees the 
greater Authority among the People. 

Rewards an,d Punifhments were difpens'd with ecjual Care. 
Murther, Theft, Adultery, or any light Difrefpe<5t towards the 
King, or their Religion, were (Capital Crimes,. All other Mif- 
demeanours were eafily pardon'd j for their very Religion itfelf 
difarm'djuftice By tolerating Vice. Corruption in the Mini- 
ffcers was alfo punifh'd with Lofs of Life, and no Crime was 
look'd upon as Venial in thofe who ferv'd in publick Em- 
ployments : TThis Cuftom Mote^ima obferv'd with the utmoft 
Rigour, having People of fpecial Trull to examine into their 
Conduct, arid even to offer them Bribes 5 and he who was 
found deficient in any Part of his Duty was infallibly punifh'd 
with Death : A Severity worthy of a lefs barbarous Prince, and 
a better moral'd Common- wealth, However, it, cannot be 

deny'd, but that the Mexicans had fomc Moral Virtues, and 
particularly that they adminiller'd, with great Integrity, that 
Kind of Juhfice with which they were acquainted, and which 
was fufficient to redrefs Injuries, and maintain Society among 
Fellow Citizens : For, notwitfiilanding their Abufes and Bea- 
ftjalities, they preferv'd fome Knowledge of that primitive E- 
quity which Nature beflow'd on Men, when as yet they had 
no Laws, becaufe they were ignorant of Crimes. 
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One of the moft laudable Articles of their Policy was the 
^Education of Children, and the great Application with which 
they examin d and form'd their Inclinations. They had pub- 
lick Schools for the Inftruction of the Plebeians, and Colleges, 
and other confiderable Seminaries, well endow'd, where the 
Sons of the Nobility were educated from their very Infancy, 
and where they continu'd till they were in a Capacity to make 
their Fortunes, or follow their Inclinations. They had their 
refpective Mafters for Infants, Children, and Youths, who had 
the Authority of the King's Minifters, and were reputed as 
fuch 5 and not without Reafon, as they took care of thole Ru- 
diments and Exercifes which afterward fitted Men for the Ser- 
vice of the Common-wealth. They taught them to decypher 
thofe Characters and Figures of which they compos'd their 
Writings 5 and they made them learn by Heart their hiftorical 
Songs which contain'd the Actions of their Anceftors, and the 
Praifes of their Gods. From hence they went to another Clafs, 
where they were taught Modefty, Civility, and even a gentile 
Behaviour, according to fome Authors. Thefe fecond Mafters, 
or Tutors, were of greater Reputation and Abilities than the 
firft 3 for it lay upon them to contend with the Inclinations of 
Youth, which loves not to be corrected, nor to have its Paf- 
fions broke. Being arriv'd to fome Degree of Knowledge, 
and brought up in this Sort of Subjection, they p>.is'd on to the 
Third Clafs, where they employ'd themfelves in more robuft 
Exercifes : They try'ci their Strength in carrying Weights, and 
in Wreftling : They vied with each other in Leaping and Run- 
ning : They were taught how to manage their Arms, ufe the 
Two-handed Sword, throw the Dart, and, with Force and Ex- 
adtnefs, to fhoot the Arrow. Then they made them fufFer 
Hunger and Thirft, and refift the Inclemencies of the Weather, 
till they return'd to their Father's Houfes well inftructed and 
inur'd to Hardfhips, to be engag'd, according to the Informa- 
tion the Mafters gave of their Inclinations and Capacities, ei- 
ther in the Employments of Peace, War, or Religion $ Three 
Paths which Noblemen have to chufe, almoft equal in Repu- 
tation, tho' that of War has the Precedence, as it raifes Men 
to a higher Degree of Honour. They had alfo other Col- 
leges of Matrons dedicated to the Worfhip of their Gods, in 
which they bred young Women of Quality; where they were 
plac d from their Childhood under the Direction of thefe Wo- 
men, and confin'd very ftrictly , till they went out to be fet- 
tled in the World, with the Approbation of their Parents, and 
Licence of the Emperor 5 having arriv'd at a Perfection in every 
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Occupation Jfuutable to .their Se£. The Sons mT Nobles, a,t forc- 
ing from thofe Seminaries, who were inclin'ci to War, 
another Trial worthy of Ctonfiderariou 5 for tjheir fleers fef& 
them to the Armies that they might become appaiAted with 
the Hardfhips of a Campaign, and know what it was that they 
undertook before they enroll cl themfelves in the Service: And 
they us'd to place them among the common Baggagemen, 



1 v. 



with a Load of Provision on their Shoulders, to mortify fhsk 
Vanity, and to inure them to Fatigue, 

They admitted none to this Profeflion who changed Gounr 
tenance at the Sight of an Enemy, or who did not giye fome 
Proofs of his Valour 5 fo that thefe Novices did great Service 
in the Time of their Probation : For every one was defirous to 
fignalize himfelf by fome particular Action, throwing himfelf 
headlong into the greater! Dangers , being permaded, that in 
order to their being rank'd with valiant Men, fome Temerity 
was neceffary for laying the Foundation of Fame. 

In nothing did tfie Mexicans place their Felicity fo much, as 
in Military Exploits 3 for their Kings regarded the ProfefTion of 



War as the principal Foundation of their Power, and the Sub- 
jects, as a Virtue peculiar to their Nation : By that (plebeians 
rofe to the Degree of Nobles, and Nobles to. the greateft Em- 
ployments of the Empire j which animated all to the Service, 
at leaft, all thpfe afpir'd to. Military Virtue who were born 
with Ambition, or had Spirit enough to piiflr themfelves above 
others. Every Town had a regulated M.litta, with certain Pri- 
vileges and immunities which djftinguiiVd the Soldiers, from 
the reft of the Inhabitants. Their Armies were form'd with 
Eafe, for the Princes, of the Empire, and Cannes, or Gover- 
nors of Provinces, were oblig d to repair to the Place of Arms 
appointed them, with their Quota of Men: And.it is elite em' d 
a mighty Inftance of the Grandeur of the Mexican Empire, that 
Mote%uma had Tljirty Vaffals, fo powerful, that each could bring 
into the Field, a Hundred Thoufand armed Men. They com- 
manded, their refpe&ive Armies in Pcrfon, unde,r the Authority 
of a Captain-General', whofe Orders they obey'd, as represent- 
ing the Pcrfon of the Emperor, when he was not himfelf in 
the Field, which rarely happend : For thofe Princes eftecmM it 
as a lcflfening of; their. Authority to be abfent from their Ar- 
mies, and thought it very impoliticly to truil their Force in the 
Hands of another. 

Their Manner, of Engaging was the fame which we have 
defcrib d in the- Battle of. Tabajco^ but their Troops were better 
difciplin'd, and the Soldiers, more- obedient ; They had more 
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Kobles to head them, and greater Hopes of Reward. They 
quickly difchaig'd their miffive Arms to make Ufe^of-.dbeir 
Swords, and wry drceti of their Hands-; for it was r-e^coii $ a 
greater Action to make a Captive, than to kill an Enemy 5 and 
he was accounted the braved Man who brought moft Prifo- 
ners to the Sacrifice. The Military Employments were much 
efleem'd, and well fupported 5 for Mote%u??ia rewarded with 
great Liberality thofe who diftinguifli'd th^mfelves in Battle, 
and had himfelf fo Martial a Genius, and was "To zealou;^ for 
the Reputation of his Arms, that he invented 'honourabte v Re- 
wards for the Nobles who ferv'd in the Wars^ inftituting cer- 
tain Military Orders, with their peculiar Habits and Marks, 
which gave both Honour and Diftinclion. Some were call'4 
Knights of the Eagle, others of the Tyger, and a third of the 
Lyon, and they bore the Device of their Order either £aiftte<3 
on their Robe, or hanging to it. He founded alfo another Or- 
der of Knighthood fuperior to thefe, to which only Princes 
were admitted, or Nobles defcended from a Royal Line : And 
to add thereto the greater Honour, he took the Habit himfelf. 
Thefe Knights had Part of their Hair bound with a Red Rib- 
band, and among the Plumes which adorn 'd the Head,' Taf- 
fels of the fame Colour, which hung down upon the Shoul- 
ders, more or lefs, according to the Actions of the Cayaliers, 7 
which were known by the Number of TafTels which were aug- 
mented with great Solemnity, as they fignaliz'd themfelves by 
new Exploits 3 fo that: there was alv/ays Room no increafe this 
Dignity by fome frefli Achievement in War. 

We cannot but commend in the Mexicans the generous Ar- 
dour with which they afpir'd to thefe honourable Rewards, and 
in Mote^tima the Merit of inventing them : For as this is Mo- 
ney the moft eafily coin'd, fo it holds the firffc Rank among 
the Treafures of a Princeo 
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HAP. XVII. 



^« Account how the Mexicans meafurd and com- 
puted their Months and Tears. Their Fejlivals, 
Marriages, with other Rites and Cufioms worthy 

of Remark. 




H E Mexicans had difpos'd and regulated their {Calen- 
dar after a very notable Method. They ad juried it 
by the Motion of the Sun, making his Altitude and 
Declination the Meafure of Times and Seafons They 
allow'd their Year Three Hundred Sixty Five Days, as we do, 
but they divided them into Eighteen Months, affigning to each 
Month Twenty Days, which made Three Hundred and Sixty 5 
the other Five, which were a Kind of Intercalary Days, they 
added at the End of the Year, to make it anfwer the Courfe 
of the Sun. During thefe Five Days, which they believe were 
left purpofely by their Anceftors as vacant, and out of the Ac- 
count, they gave themfelves up wholly to Idlenefs, and on- 
ly ftudy'd how to lofe that Overplus of Time. Tradcfmcn 
left off Work, and fliut up their Shops 5 the Bufinefc of the 
Tribunals ceas'd, and the very Sacrifices in their Temples : 
They vifited each other, and all People endeavonr'd to enter- 
tain themfelves with Variety of Diverlions, fignifying that by 
this IntermifTion they were preparing themfelves anew for the 
Works and Labours of the enfuing Year, whofe Beginning 
they plac'd on the Firft Day of the Spring, differing from the 
Solar Year, according to the Computation of Aftrologcrs, on- 
ly Three Days, which they took from our Month of tcbnuiry. 

They had alfo their Weeks of Thirteen Days, with different 
Names, which they mark'd in their (Calendar by Images: Their 
Ages confifted of Four Weeks of Years 5 which Method of 
Imagery was a very artful and notable Invention, and was 
carefully preferv'd for a Memorial of all that happen 'd. They 
made a great Circle, which they divided into Fifty Two De- 
grees, allowing a Year for every Degree. In the Centre they 
painted the Effigies of the Sun, from whofe Rays proceeded 
Four Lines of different Colours, which equally divided the 
Circumference, leaving Thirteen Degrees to each Semidia- 

metcr. 
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and thefe Divifions ferv'd as Signs of their Zodiack^ upori 
which their Ages had their Revolutions, and the Sun his 
Afpe&s, profperous or adverfe, according to the Colour of the 
Line. In a larger Circle, inclofing the other, they mark'd, with 
their Figures and Characters, the Accidents of the Age, and 
ali Occurrences which had happen 'd worthy of Memory. And 
thefe fecular Maps were as publick Inftruments, which ferv'd 
for a Proof of their Hiftory. It may be reckoned among the 
wifeft Inftru&ions of their Government, that they had Hifto- 
riographers capable of handing down to Pofterity, the Exploits 
of their Nation. 

They had a Mixture of Superftition in the Computation of 
their Ages 5 for they were taught that the World was in Danger 
of Deftrudtion when the Sun had finifli'd the Revolution of 
thofe Four greater Weeks 5 and when the laft Day of the Fifty 
Two Years was come, all the People prepared themfelves for 
that dreadful and ultimate Calamity. They took Leave of the 
Light with Tears, and expe&ed Death without any previous 
Sicknefs : They broke their Houfliold Vefifels as unncceffary 
Lumber 5 they extinguifli'd their Fires, walking about all 
the Night like diftra&xd People, without daring to take 
any Reft, till they knew whether they were to be for ever 
confign'd to the Regions of Darknefs. But upon the Dawn- 
ing of the Day they began to recover their Spirits, with 
their Eyes fix'd towards the Eaft 5 and at the firft Appearance 
of the Sun, they diluted him with all their Mufical Inftruments> 
with Hyms, and Songs which exprefs'd their confus d Joy : 
Then they congratulated each other upon their being fecure 
of the World's Duration for another Age, immediately crowded 
to their Temples to render Thanks to their Gods, and to re- 
ceive from the Priefts new Fires which they had burning with 
the grcatefl Violence before the Altars, being conftantly fed 
with dry Wood. Next they made anew all Provifion for 
their ncceflary Subfiftence, and this Day was celebrated with 
publick Rejoycings, and the Dancing and other Diverfions were 
dedicated thro' the whole City to the Renewal of Time, much 
after the fame Manner wherewith Qfyme celebrated her Secular 

Games. 

Their Emperors rcceiv'd the Crown upon Conditions very 
particular : For the Election being made after the Manner has 
been already obferv'd, the new King was oblig'd to take the 
Field with the Forces of the Empire, and obtain fome Vi&ory 
over his Enemies, or fubduc fome Rebels, or fome neighbour- 
ing Province before he was Crown'd, or permitted to afcend 

A a the 
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the Royal Throne. A Guftorri Worthy of Obfervation, and 
the chief Means by which this Monarchy rofe to fiich a Fteight 
in fo few Years. So foon as the Victorious Prince was found 

* 

to be qualify'd for the Regal DVgnfty, by the Succefs of his En- 
terprize, he retUrn'd triumphantly /to the City, and made his 
publick Entry with great State an'd Solemnity : All the No- 
bility, Minifters, and Priefts, a'ccom-paiiy'd him to the Tem- 
ple of the God of War, where he alighted from his Chair, 
and after having offer'd tlve cuftomaVy Sacrifices, the Electoral 
Princes cloath'd him in Royal Ro'bes, arming his Right-Hand 
with a Sword of Gold, edg'd with Flint, the Enfign of Juftice ; 
and his Left with a Bow and Arrows, fignifying his Power and 
Command in War : T^hen the King of Te^cuco plac'd the 
Crown upon his Head, hy a Privilege belonging to him as 
Firft Eleclo'r. 

After this, one of the ifrroft eloquent Magiftrates made a 
long Harangue, wifhing him Joy df the Dignity, in the Name 
of the whole Empire 5 and added fome Documents, reprefent- 
ing the Troubles and Cares that attend a Crown, with the 
Obligations he lay under to regard the Publick Good of his 
Kingdoms $ recommending to him the Imitation of his Ance- 
ftors. This Speech being ended, the Chief of the Priefts a p- 
proach'd him with great Reverence, and between his Hands 
the King took an Oath, with Circumftances very obfervable. 
Firft, he fwore to maintain the Religion of his Ancestors : 
That he would obferve the Laws and Cuftoms of the Empire : 
That he would treat his Vaffals with Lenity : That during 
his Reign they mould have feafonable Rains : That no Inun- 
dations of Rivers, Sterility of Soil, or malignant Influences 
of the Sun mould happen. A notable Compact between a 
King and his Vaifals, and ridicul'd by Juftus Lip/ins ! But we 
may venture to fay, that by this Oath, they endcavour'd to 
oblige him to reign with fuch Moderation, that he might nor: 
by any Action of his own draw down the Indignation of 
Heaven $ as not being ignorant that theic Kinds of Chaftifc- 
ments and publick Calam'ides fall fomctimes on the Subjc6ts 
for the Sins and Exorbitances of the Prince. 

For the reft of the Rites and Cuftoms of this Nation, wc 
fhall only touch on thofc which defervc a Place in Hiftory, 
omitting their Supcrftitions, Indecencies, and Obfcenitics, which 
defile the Narration, tho'told without O'rTcnce to Truth. 

Amidft fuch a Multitude of Gods, as we have before ob- 
ferv'd, and fuch Obfcnrity and Blindnbfs in their Idolatry, 
they ftill ackrtdwledg'd a Superior Deity, to whom they at- 
tributed 
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tributedthe Creation of the Heavens, and the Ea f di : And this 
Original of all Things #as, amongft the Mexicans, a God with?- 
out a Name, there being no Word in their Language whiereby 
to exprefs him. They only fignify d that they knew him, by 
looking up towards Heaven with Veneration, and giving 'him, 
after their Way, the Attribute of Ineffable, with the fame reli- 
gious "Uncertainty with which the Athenians worfhip'd th-e 
Unknown God. But this Knowledge -of the firft Caufe which', in 
Appearance, mould have facilitated their being undeceived, 
was of little Ufe upon that Occafion 3 for it was impofftble t'o 
make them believe that this feme Deity could govern the whole 
Univerfe, without the AffiSance of other Gods, tho' in the-k 
Apprehenfion he had the Power to -create it 5 and they were 
perfwaded, that there were not any Gods in the other Parts -of 
Heaven, till Men began to become miferable in Proportion as 
they multiplied 3 looking on the Gods as favourable Genij, 
who produc'd themfelves when there was Occafion for them, 
without being in the leaft fhock'd at the Notion that their 
Gods muft have acquir'd a Being, and a Divinity from the 
Miferies of humane Nature. 

They believ'd the Immortality of the Soul, with eternal 
Rewards and Punilhments in a future State 5 but very -ill u-n- 
derftood the Nature of Virtue and Vice : And this Truth was 
obfcur'd with other Errors 5 for they buried great Quantities 
of Gold and Silver with their Dead, to bear the Expences of 
their Journey, which they believ'd to be both long and trouble- 
fome. They put to Death fome of their Servants to accom- 
pany them 3 and it was a common thing for Wives to cele- 
brate the Exequies of their Husbands with their own Death. 

Princes were oblig'd to have Monuments of a vaft Extent, 
for the greateffc Part of their Riches and Family were imerrVi 
with them 3 both the one and the other in Proportion to their 
Dignity and Grandeur. The whole Number of Servants were 
oblig'd to accompany the Prince into the other .'World, toge- 
ther with fome Flatterers among them, who at that Time luf- 
fer'd for the Deceit of their Profeflion. The Bodies were car- 
ry 'd with great Pomp and Solemnity to the Temples, from 
whence their Prie'fts came forth to receive them, with their Cop- 
per Cenfcrs, finging to the Sound of hoatle and ill-tun d 
Flutes, Hymns and Funeral Elegies, in a tii final melancholy 
Tone. They often rais'd up on high the Bier, during -the 'Vo- 
luntary Sacrifice of thofe miferable' Wretches who ha'd devo- 
ted both Bodies and Souls to' Slavery. A Ceremony of re- 
markable Variety, compos'd of ridiculous Abufes, and 'deplo- 
rable Barbarities ! 2 Their 
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Their Marriages bore the Form of Contracts, with forae 
religious Ceremonies. The preliminary Articles being all ; .a r 
greed upon, the Couple appear'd in the Temple, and one of 
the Priefts examin'd their Inclinations by certain ceremonial 
Queftions, appointed by Law for that. Purpofe : After that 
he took the Tip of the Woman's Veil with one Hand, and one 
Corner of the Husbands Garment in the other, tying the fame 
together at the Ends, to fignify the interior Tye of their Affe- 
ctions. Under this Sort of Nuptial Yoke, they return'd to 
their Habitation, accompany'd by the fame Prieft, where imi- 
tating the Superftition of the Romans with Regard to their 
Vii Lares, or Houfhold Gods, they paid a Viht to the Dome- 
ftick Fire, which they believed to be concerned in the Union 
between the married Pair : They went round it Seven Times, 
following the Prieft ; after which they fat down to receive their 
equal Share of the Heat, and then the Marriage was thought 
to be accomplifh'd. They regifter'd in a publick Inftrumenr, 
the Portion brought by the Bride, every Part whereof the Hus- 
band was oblig'd to reftore in Cafe they parted, which very 
frequently happened 5 for mutual Confent was judg'd a fuffi- 
cient Caufe for a Divorce : A Cafe in which the Law never 
interfer'd, but left it to the Parties concern 'd, who bell knew 
each other, to be their own Judges. The Girls remain'd with the 
Mother, and the Boys went with the Father 3 but when once 
the Marriage was thus dhTolv'd, it was inevitable Death for 
them to come together again : So that notwithstanding the na- 
tural Inconftancy of that fickle Nation, the Danger of attempting 
to have any Cohabitation after a Divorce was no fmall 
Check upon them, and prevented many a Couple from 
parting. They were very careful of the Virtue and Conduct 
of their Wives, as a Point in which their Honour was nearly 
concern'd 5 and amidft that boundlefs Licentioufnefs and Li- 
berty with which they indulg'd their fenfual Appetites, they 
abhorr'd and punifli'd Adultery with the utmoft Rigour 3 not 
fo much upon Account of the Atrocity of the Vice, as for 
the Inconveniencies which attended it. 

Their new-born Infants were carry 'd to the Temples with 
Solemnity, and the Priefts receiv'd them with certain Admoni- 
tions, concerning the Troubles to which they were born. If 
they were the Sons of Nobles, they put a Sword into the 
Child's Right-Hand, and upon his Left Arm a Shield, kept in 
the Temple for that Purpofe. If of Plebeian Extraction, they 
put into their Hands mechanical Inftrumcntsj and the Females 
of both Degrees had only the Diftaff and Spindle, fignifying 
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to each the Kind of Employment which Deftiny had prepared 
for them. This Firft Ceremony being over, they were brought 
up to the Altar, and there with a Thorn of Maguey, or a Lan- 
cet of Flint, they drew fome Drops of Blood from the Privy- 
Parts 5 after which they either fprinkled them with Water, or 
dipp'd them into it, ufing at the fame Time certain Invoca- 
tions. In which Ceremony it flbould feem that the Devil, the 
Inventer of thefe Rites, was ambitious to imitate Baptifm, and 
Circumcifion, with the fame Pride with which he endeavour'd 
to counterfeit the other Ceremonies, and even the Sacraments 
of the CathoJick Church 5 fince he introduced among thefe 
Barbarians the Confeffion of Sins, giving them to underftand, 
that thereby they obtain'd the Favour of their Gods. He infti- 
tuted likewife a ridiculous Sort of Communion, which the 
Priefts adminiftred upon certain Days in the Year, dividing in- 
to fmall Bits an Idol made of Flower, mix'd up into a Pad 
with Honey, which they calPd 77;e God of (penitence. They 
had likewife Jubilees, Proceffions, Offerings of Incenfe, and 
other Forms of Divine Worfhip : Nay they even gave their 
Chief Priefts the Title of <Papas in their Language 5 by which 
we find, that this Imitation coft Satan a very particular Study 
and Application, whether with a Defign to abufe and prophane 
the Sacred Myfteries and Ceremonies, by mingling them with 
his Abominations, or that he cannot yet repent of his Ambi- 
tion, but is ftill afpiring and affe&ing to imitate the Omni- 
potent Creator* 

The reft of the Rites and Ceremonies of thefe miferable Hea- 
thens were fliocking and horrible, both to Reafon and Nature : 
Beaftialities and incongruous, ftupid Abfurdities, which feem'd 
altogether incompatible with the Regularity and admirable Oe- 
conomy which was obfeiVd in the other Parts of that Govern- 
ment 5 and would fcarce be believ'd, were not Hiftories full of 
Examples of the like Weaknefles and Errors of Human Capaci- 
ties in other Nations, who are no lefs blind, tho ? in Parts of the 
World where they have the Means of being more enlighten'd. 
Sacrifices of Human Blood began much about the fame Time 
with Idolatry 5 and many Ages ago the Devil introduced 
them amongft thole Nations, from whom the Jjraelites lcarn'd 
to facrifice their Sons to the Idols of Canaan. The horrible and 

dcteftable Cuftom of Mens eating each other, has beenfeen 
practis'd many Ages fince amongft other barbarous People of 
our Hemifphete, as Galatia confefles amongft her Antiqui- 
ties, and Scytbia muft acknowledge the fame in her Jntropo- 
phagi. Logs of Wood worfliip d for Deities, fuperftitious 
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Auguries, the furious Agitations of Priefts, their' Communication 
with the Devil by his Qracjes, and other Abfurdities equally abo- 
minable have been admitted, ^ n d reverence! by other Gentiles, 
who were otherwife endow'd wjth great Senfe, and were per- 
fectly well skill'd in Morality and Politicks. Greece and <%ome 
wanted the Knowledge of the true Religion, tho' in every 
Thing elfe they gave Laws to the whole World, and left 
edifying Examples CQ pofterity. From all this we are oblig'd 
to confefs the Deficiency and the fmall Extent of human 
Wifdom, which reaches but a very little farther than the 
luperficial Knowledge it receives from the Senfes and Ex- 
perience, whenever that reveal'd Light, by which we difcover 
the Elfe nee of Truth it felf, is wanting. The Mexican Reli- 
gion was therefore no other than a deteftable Compound of 
all the Errors and Abominations which had been received 
among the Gentiles in the different Parts of the World. 

We fhall not enter into the Detail of their particular Feftivals 
and Sacrifices, their Ceremonies, Sorceries, and Superftitions - 7 
not only bec.aufe we meet them at every Step, with tedious 
RepititionSj in all the Hiftories of the Indies, but becaufe it is 
our Opinion, we cannot be too cautious how we give our 
Pen too large a Scope upon a Subject of this Mature, and at 
the bell we look upon.it as an. unneceffary Leffon, as affording 
the Reader Eotte Pleafure and much, lefs Profit. 




chap. xvm. 

■ 

Mot k 7. u aj a continues his Entertainments and 
Prefents to the Spaniards. Letters brought from 
Vera Cruz with an Account of the Battle wherein 
Juan de Efcalartte loft his Life : Ufon which 
Cortes refohes to fecure the Perfon of Mo- 

T K / U M A . 



H E Sfwrnnh obferv'd all thefe Novelties not without 
great Admiration, tho' they endeavour'd to conceal and 
dilTqmble their Surprize 5 and itcoftthem fome Pains to 
compofe their Countenances upon thefe Occafions, 
that- they might maintain the. Superiority they affected to carry 
x>ver thofp People. The firft Days were taken up in various 
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Paftimes and Diverfions. The Mexicans gave fplendid andoften- 
tatious Proofs of their Performances, With a Defire of enter- 
taining their Guefts, and not without an Ambition of difplaying 
their Dexterity in the Management of their Arms, and their 
Activity in all their other Exercifes. yfote^ttma encouragd 
thofe Shews, and Entertainments, laying afide all Majefty, 
contrary to his accuftom'd Pride and Refervednefs , and upon 
all Occafions took Corte^ along with him, attended by his 
Captains, and treated him with a Deference and Refpect full of 
Humanity, which appear'd monftrous in one of his Character, 
and occafion'd thofe who knew him to have the greater Efteem 

for the Spaniards. 

Their Vifits were frecjuent and punctual ; Corte^ went to the 
Palace, and Mote%iima to the Spanif? Quarters. The Emperor 
was continually admiring every Thing that came from Spain, 
believing it to be a Part of Heaven 5 and fo high an Idea he 
had of the King, that it excluded the Conceptions he enter- 
tain'd of his own Gods. He was ever endeavouring to gain 
the Affection of the Spaniards by diftributing Curiofities and 
Jewels amongfl the Captains and Soldiers, not without Difcern- 
ment and Diftinction of Merit j for he carefs'd mo ft of the Of- 
ficers of Diftin&ion, and knew how to proportion the Gift to 
the Importance of the Perfon whom he defign'd to oblige. 

The Nobility in Imitation of their King, w r ere ambitious 
to render themfelves agreeable to all the Strangers, by treating 
them with a Refpect that favour'd of Submiflion : As for the 
Populace, they bent their Knees to the meaner! of the Spanijh 
Soldiers. In this Manner they enjoy'd an agreeable Rcpol'e, 
with fomething continually new to divert, and nothing to di- 
fturb them. But they were not long without Ocealion of 
Dil'quictj for about this Time there came two TlafcalLm Sol- 
diers to the City thro' By-Ways, difguifed in the Habits ot 
Mexicans, who going privately to Corte^ gave him a Letter 
from Vcra-Cruz^ which chang'd the Face of Affairs, and fore'd 
him upon Relblutions lefs pacifick. 

Juan de Efcalante, who, as we have faid before, had the Go- 
vernment of the New Colony, was employed in continuing 
his Fortifications, and' prcferving his Correfpondence with thofe 
Indian Friends whom Corte:^ had left him 5 and remaind in this 
State of Tranquility without aniy Accident, till he receiv'd 
Advice that one of Motc^imus Oerierals was marching up 
and down in thofe' Quarters with a confiderable Army, 
committing TIbftilkies upon fome'Towns with which he had 
fettled an Alliance, which depending upon the Protection of 
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the Spaniards, refus'd to pay their accuftom'd Tribute. This 
General's Name was Qualpopoca, and commanded all the For- 
ces that were cantoned upon the Frontiers of Zempoalla 3 and 
having aflembled them to fupport the Commiflaries appointed 
to gather the Tax, he committed great Diforders, Extortions, 
and Violences upon thofe People, accompanying the Rigour 
of the Officers with the Licentioufnefs of the Soldiery 5 both 
the one and the other a fort of People infatiably greedy, 
who commonly call pillaging the Subject, ferving the Prince. 
The Totonaques who inhabit the hilly Country, and whofe 
Dwellings thofe Troops were then deftroying, were the firft 
who complain'd. They befeech d Juan de E/calante to take up 
Arms in Defence of his Confederates, and offer 'd to alfift in 
the Undertaking with their whole remaining Strength. He com- 
forted them with the Affurance that he refented their Injuries 
as done to himfelf: But before he would proceed to Extremi- 
ties he refolv'd to lend MeiTengers to the Mexican General, de- 
iiring him in a friendly Manner, " That he would fulpend 
" his Hoftility, until fuch Time he mould receive frem Or- 
<4 ders from the Emperor, fince it was not polfible for him to 
" have authoriz'd a Proceeding of that Kind, when he had 
- ; admitted to his Court Ambaffadors from the Eaftern Mo- 
" narch, and had given them Leave to fet on Foot a Treaty 
tc of Peace and Confederacy between the Two Crowns". 
This MelTage was carry 'd by Two Zempoallans, Men of good 
Addrefs, reiiding in Vera-Cru^ and the Anfwer of the Mexican 
was inlolent and injurious : tc That he was very well able to 
" comprehend and execute the Orders of his Prince $ and if 
" any one mould pretend to divert him from the Chaftifement 
" of thofe Rebels, he likewife knew how to maintain in the 
<{ Field what he had undertaken in the Cabinet. 

Juan de E/calante could not diffemble his Refentment ; nor 
ou^ht he to refuic the Challenge in the View of all the Indians % 
who were interested in the Succefs of the Totonaques, who ran 
the fame Rifque, and had put themfelves under the fame Pro- 
tection : Wherefore having informed himfelf that the Grofs of 
the Enemies Body did not exceed Four Thoufand Men, he im- 
mediately affembled Two Thoufand Indians, the grcatefl: Part 
of whom were Totonaques of the hilly Country 5 who being ei* 
thcr fuch as had fled before Qualpopoca, or irritated by his Vio- 
lences, came to fhelter themfelves under E/calante 9 & Protection ; 
at the Head of which Number, well appointed after their Man- 
ner, and Forty Spaniards, Two of them arm'd with Arqui^ 
bufes, and Three with Crofs-Bows, and with Two Pieces of 
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Artillery. He began his March towards thofe Towns which 
wanted his Affiflance, leaving Vera-Cruz^ but weakly gam- 
fon'd. 

Qualpopoca had Notice of his Motions, and advanced to re* 
ceive him, with all his Troops in exceeding good Order, near 
a fmall Village, fince called Jlmeria. A little after Day-break 
both Armies came in Sight of each other, and engaged with 
equal Refolution5 but in a little while the Mexicans gave Way, 
and began to retire in great Diforder, It happened at the lame 
Time that the Totonaques of our Party, either not being inur'd 
to War, or, from the accuftorn'd Dread they had of the Mexi- 
cans, were dilpirited, and lagg'd behind, till at laft they betook 
themfelves to Flight, and could not be prevailed with to ad- 
vance, either by Perfuafion, Compulfion, or Example : A rare 
Accident, which muft be reckoned among the unaccountable 
Events which happen in War, when the Conquerors fly from 
the Conquered ! The Enemy fled with Precipitation and 
Dread, and were fo careful of their own Safety, that they did not 
obferve how much our Troops were diminifh'd, but only did 
what they could, in a diforderly Manner, to retire to the next 
Towns, whither Juan de Efcalante purfu'd them, with little more 
than his Forty Spaniards, immediately commanding the Vil- 
lage to be fir'd in different Places, and engaged them at the fame 
Time with fo much Reiolution, that without giving them Lei- 
fure to difcover the Smallnefs of his Numbers, he broke, and 
incirely dillodg'd them, obliging them to turn their Backs and 
difperfe themfelves in the Woods. The Indians, after the A&'ion 
was over, affirm'd that they faw in the Air a Woman, refem- 
bling her whom the Strangers worfliip'd for the Mother of 
their God, who dazzled and aftonifli'd them in fuch a Man- 
ner, that flie deprived them of Strength or Power to ftand their 
Ground. This Miracle did not manifeft itfelf to the Spaniards, 
but the Succ efs they met withal made it credible ; and the Sol- 
diers were now all accuftonVd to fhare with Heaven in the 
Glory of their Exploits. 

This was a very flgnal Victory, butitcofl the Spaniards dear 5 
for Juan dc Ejcalante was mortally wounded, with Seven other 
Soldiers, of which Number the Indians carry'd off Juan de Jr~ 
guillo, a Native of Leon, a Man of an extraordinary Stature, 
and very great Strength, who fell, valiantly fighting, at a Time 
when he could not be fuccour'd : The reft all died of their 
Wounds at Vcra-Cruz^ within Three Days. 

Of this Lofs, with all its Circumftanccs, the Council of 
Vera-Crn^, fent Corte^ an Account, that he rtiight name a Sue- 
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ceflbr to Juan de Efcalante, and be appriz'd of the Pofture of his 
Affairs in thofe Parts. Cortes^ read the Letter, with the Con- 
cern that fuch a Piece of ill News recjuir'd. He communicated 
the fame to his Captains, and without entering at that Time 
into all its Confequences, or difcovering the Whole of his 
Chagrin, he defir'd them to reflect upon this Accident, and to 
give him Time for the forming fuch a Refolution as it ihould 
pleafe God to infpire, recommending very particularly to Fa- 
ther 'Bartolomew de Olmedo to contribute to it by his Prayers, and 
to all in general to keep the News fecret, that a Difafter of 
fuch Importance might not come to the Ears of the Soldiers, 
and be made a Subject of common Difcourfe. 

He afterwards retir'd to his own Apartment, and began to 
reflect on all the Inconveniencies which might refult from this 
Misfortune. He thought on feveral Expedients, and rejected 
them again : The Force of his Fancy even tir'd him with Va- 
riety, at once reprefenting to him the Remedies and Difficul- 
ties attending them. Authors report, that he walk'd about a 
great Part of the Night, and by mere Accident difcover'd at 
that Time a Place newly plaifter'd up, in which Mote^uma con- 
ceal'd the Treafures of his Father 5 and that after he had view'd 
them, he order'd the Place to be ftop'd up again, without fuf- 
fering any thing to be taken away. I fhall not dwell upon the 
Diverfion which this Difcovery might give to his Uneafinefs, 
fince it appears more clearly that it lafted not long, but foon 
gave Way to that Application of Thought, which ended in a 
fteady Refolution to take thofe Meafures which I am going to 
relate. 

He fent privately for the mod fenfible and beft affected In- 
dians of his Army, of whom he demanded " If they had ob- 
ferv'd any Alteration in the Minds of the Mexicans, and in 
what Efteem the Spaniards were at the Prefent among them?* 
They anfwer'd, " That the Common People were taken up 
with their Fefbivals made for the Diverfion of the Spaniards, 
whom they reverene'd, becaufe they faw them honour'd by 
their Emperor : But that the Nobility feem'd penfive and 
myfterious 5 that they had fecret Conferences, the Refult of 
which they kept very private." They faid, they had ob- 
ferv'd fome ExprefTions which admitted a linifter Interpreta- 
tion 3 one of which was, That it would be no difficult Matter to 
breaks down . the Bridges of the Cau/ey, with others of the fame Kind, 
which all together gave fufficient Caufe of Sufpicion. Two 
or Three of thofe Indians heard it whifper'd, that fome few Days 
before, a Spaniard'? Head was brought- as a Prcfenc to Mote^uma 5 
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and that he commanded it to be taken away and concealed af- 
ter he had viewd it with fome Aftonifhment, it being of a Very 
large Size, and the Face had a fierce Afpedfc, Marks which agreed 
very well with that of Juan de ArguiUo. This redoubled the 
Uneafinefs of Cortez^ for hence it appear d ? that Mote^uma was 
privy to the Proceedings of his General. 

Upon thefe Advices, and the Reflexions he afterwards made 
thereupon, he fhut himfelf up next Morning with his Captains, 
and fome principal Soldiers, who, upon Account of their Me- 
rit or Experience, were wont to affift at the Juntas, where he 
laid the Cafe, with all its Circumftances, before them, and ac- 
quainted them what Information he had received the Night be- 
fore from his trufty Indians, weighing with Unconcern, and 
great Sedatenefs of Temper, the Danger with which they were 
threaten'd : He touch'd with great Addrefs upon the Difficul- 
ties which might occur 5 and then, without fhewing which 
Way his own Sentiment inclin'd, he was filent, and gave them 
free Liberty to difcufs the Affair, 

They were of different Opinions : Some were for defiring 
Mote^umas Pafsport, and marching immediately to the Relief of 
VeraCru^: Others found great Difficulties in the Retreat, and 
were for going off privately, without forgetting the Riches 
they had acquired. But the greateft Part were of Opinion, 
that they fliould continue in Mexico, without feeming to have 
any Knowledge of what had pafs'd at Vera Cru%, till they could 
find fome Means to retreat with Safety. But Corte^ recapitula- 
ting the feveral Proposals had been made, and highly commend- 
ing the Zeal of endeavouring to hit the Point they had all ex- 
prefs'd,, delivered himfelf thus, 



J can by no Means agree to that (proportion of defiring a Tafsport 
from Mbtezuma 5 for after having opened the Way to his Court with 
our Arms in Spite of all Oppofition, we muft unavoidably Jinl^ Very 
low in the Opinion of the Mexicans, when once it fhall be k?iown, that 
we ft and in Need of their Favour to retire. If Motezuma has ill 
De/lgns againft he may grant the ^aftport, with no other View thaw 
to dcftroy.us in our (Retreat -5 and if he fhould deny it, then we Jhall be- 
blig^d to inarch out by Force, and expofe our Jelves to. a certain J) ] anger , 



fter having declared our Weakneft. Much left am I of Op 



we jbould offer to retreat by Stealth, for by fodbing we jl 
brand our f elves, with the infamous Epithet of Fugitives, and Mott> 
ziirna can with the greateft Eafe imaginable poffefi himfelf of ' the ( Paffes y 
by fending Scouts* befbre to give Notice* of our March. And in fbort, 
m. ?ny. Opinion, it: is>by no 'Means^ conVermtil at this Jtm£tun y eVirv to 
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thinly of retiring, for after what Manner foeVer ive attempt it, it will 
infallibly be at the Expence of our (Reputation 3 and baring once toft 
our Frie?ids and Confederates, whom that and nothing elfe engages on 
our Side, we jball ajfuredly find our felves without one Foot of Ground to 
tread upon with any Security. For thefe Confederations, I conclude that 
they come nearefl to the (point who Vote for our continuing here, without 
takjng Notice of any Thing till we can go off with Honour \ and for 
trying in the mean while what may happen agreeable to that Mope. Both 
(p(efolutions, it is true, are equally hazardous^ but not equally honourable 3 
and it would be a Misfortune, unworthy of Spaniards, to chuje to dye a 
^honourable Death, when they haVe it in their Option to do the contrary. 
I make no Quejlion but that it is neceffary for us to ftand our Ground 
where we are 5 the Manner how we Jball effeEt it is what moft employs 
my Thoughts. We are acquainted with the Rumours ivhich begin to jjtread 
among the Mexicans. The Dif grace which has befallen tis at Vera 
Cruz deferVcs your feriows Reflections • and Arguillo'* Head prefentcd 
to Mocezuma, is a plain Intimation that he was no Stranger to the Ex* 
pedition of his General 3 nay, his Very Silence upon that Article is a fuf~ 
Jicient (peafonfor us to fuspeel his Intentions. Therefore upon considering 
the whole, I am of Opinion, that in order to maintain our /ehes in this 
City, with leaf Hazard, it will be expedient to refolve upon fame great 
Action, that may give the Indians frejh Cauje of Afionijhment, and 
regain what Reputation they may imagine ive baVe loft by thefe unfor- 
tunate Accidents. To which End, rejecting Proje&s of more ISloife 
than EffeEt, I hold it abjolutely neceffary to jeize the (per f on o/Mote~ 
zuma, and bring him Prifoner to our Quarters. A (Refolution which I 
cannot help thinking will fir ike Terror into them, and mufl needs keep 
them within (Bounds, and at. the fame Time will give u* an Opportunity of 
capitulating after fuch a Manner both with 1 the J^tng and Vaffals, m 
may be moft for the Honour of our SoVeraign and the common Security. 
The (pretence of his ImpriJ onment , according to my Judgment, mufl be 
the 'Death of Arguillo, to which he was privy, and the Breach of the 
(peace by one of his Generals 5 with which Two Offences we mufl give 
him to under fland we have been acquainted, and for which we demand 



Satisfaction : For it would be to our Dij advantage that they Jhould fup<~ 



pofe w ignorant of any Thing which they themfelves under fland 3 when 
at the fame Time they belieVe us fupenor to them in every (%efpe£t, and 
ignorant of nothing. Thefe and fuch other Errors of their Imagina- 
tions we mufl encourage, or at leafl bear with, as extremely favourable to 
our bold Undertaking. 1 am Very fenfible of the Difficulties and Acci~ 
dents which attend the refobing upon fo daring an Enterprise 3 but great 
AElions haVe their (Birth from great Dangers 3 and God will certainly 
fupport m, for many are the Wonders, I may Venture to fay the evident 

Miracles, which he hath wrought for m in this Expedition 3 and why 

fl?ould 
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fhould we not now believe, that this tPerfeVerance of oufo is the BffeEl 
of his Divine Infyiration ? His Service is the principal Motive of our 
Enterprise-, and I cannot be perfuaded, that he has conduced m thus far 
by his extraordinary providence , to plunge us into unfur mount able Diffi- 
culties ^ and in our greateft TSlecejJity to abandon us to our own Wealqiefs. 



He enlarged with fo much Energy upon this pious Confe- 
deration, that he communicated to the whole Council the 
Vigour of his own Spirit, and brought them over to his Opi- 
nion ; firft the Captains, Juan Velaz$ue^ de Leon, Diego de Orda^ 
with Gon^alo deSandoVal, and then all the reft applauded the ju- 
dicious Arguments of their General, and judg'd the Goodnefsv 
of the Remedy, by the heroic Gallantry of the Refolutiom 
Upon this Foot the Junta broke up, having refolv'd upon the 
Imprifonment of Mote^u?na y and leaving the Management of 
the whole to the Difcretion of Corte^. 

{Bernal Dias dd Caftillo, who lofes no Oportunity of introducing 
himfelf as the Author of all great Resolutions, affirms, that he, 
and fome other Soldiers, advisd the Imprifonment of Mote- 
zuiMy fome Days before they had received any Intelligence of 
what had happen'd at Vera Cru^: But other Relations do not 
agree with his, nor was there Occafion, at that Juncture, to enter 
upon a Project of fo violent a Nature. He fhould have kept 
himfelf within Bounds a little longer, and then his Advice 
would not have appeared fo improbable, and fo much out of 
Seafon. 





HAP. XIX. 



The Imprifonme nt of Mo r k/.vma : An Account 
after "what Manner it was effected, and bow re- 
ceived amongH his Vaffals. 




T mult be acknowlcdg'd, that this Rcfolution of a 
few Spaniards, to feize io powerful a Prince in his own 
Court, amidft all his Guards, was a Boldne/s with- 
out Example. The Recital of this Action, tho' true, 
feems wholly incompatible with the Sincerity of Hiftory, and 
even in a Romance would furpafs the Exaggerations and the 
Licence of Fable itfelf. It might have been call dTemerity, had it 
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been undertaken fpontaneoufly, and with a greater Liberty of 
Choice: But a Manis not properly term'd rafh, who (huts his Eyes 
to a Danger which he cannot avoid. Corte^ faw himfelf equally 
loft if he made a Retreat, which Would ruin his Reputation, 
or flood his Ground without retrieving his fading Honour by 
fome extraordinary Exploit. The Mind, when it finds itfelf 
furrounded on all Sides with Difficulties, violently flies to that 
which leaft prefles it 5 but the Method taken by Corte^ was in 
Truth the moft difficult: Whether he was refolv'd to end this 
Affair, one Way or other, at a Blow, or becaufe he could not 
accommodate himfelf to Meafures of a middle Nature, we 
*nay fay, that it was great Magnanimity in him to elevate his 
Views above the ordinary Level, or that the Military Prudence 
is not fuch an Enemy to Extremes as the Civil : But better it- 
is, that this Refolution of his fhould pafs without a Name, or 
that only regarding the Succeis, we place it among thofe imper- 
ptible Means which God made U(e of in this Conqueft 5 



excluding, in Appearance, all natural Caufes or Impulfe 



The Hour when the Spaniards were accuftom'd to wait upon 
Mo tectum was chofen for the Execution of their Defign, that 
no Alarm might be given by their making him an unfeaionable 
Vifit. Corte^ gave Orders to his Men to arm rhemfelves in 
their Quarters, to faddie their Horles, and to hold themielves 
in a Readinefs, without making any Noife or Movement till 
they receiv'd frefh Inftrudtions. He poffefs'd himfelt of all 
the Avenues of the Streets leading to Mote^twias Palace, with 
fmall fcatter'd Detachments of Soldiers, and wenc to the Palace. 



1 



accompany'd by the Captains, Tedrode Afoarado^ Gonzalo dc San~ 

doVtil, Juan Vcla^quc^ dc Leon, Fraud fco de Luga, and Alonjo 



DaVtla, having order d Thirty private Men of his own chufing 

to follow at a Diftance. 

It was no furprizing Sight to fee them enter with their Arms, 
which they ufually carry'd as a Military Ornament. Mote^unm 
as cuftomary, came out of his Apartment to receive the Vifit, 
and they all took their Scats. His Servants, as by his Order 
they were always accuftom'd to do, retire! to another Part of 
the Palace: and when Donna Mariana and Geronimo Avuilar were 
come up, Corte^ began his Complaint with a becoming Re fen 
ment. Firft he laid before Moteztima the A&ion of his Gene- 
ral, who had the Infolence to form an Army and attack his 
Confederates, in Violation of the Peace and Royal Safeguard, 
under which they thought themfclves fecure. Then he urge! 
as a Crime, for which he ought to make Satisfaction to God 
and Man, the fpilling the Blood of a Spaniard by the Mexicans, 

after 
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after they had made him Prifoner, to revenge upon him in cold 
Blood the Ignominy of their own fhameful Defeat. And laftly, 
he expos'd in proper Colours, as a Point of ftill greater Con- 
fideration, the Excufe made by Qualpopoca, and his Captains, 
who declar'd they had undertaken that unjuftifiable War by 
the Emperor's exprefs Order : Concluding, That he thought 
he ow'd fo much to his Majefly, as not to give Credit to 
an A£iion fo unworthy of his Greatnefs, as that of favo 
the Spaniards in one Place, while he was endeavourii 
deftroy them in another. 

Mote^tima chang'd Colour at the hearing of this Charge 5 
and with all the Marks of Conviction interrupted Cortex deny- 
ing, as well as he could, that he had ever given any fuch Or- 
ders : But Corte^ relieved his Confufion by faying, That he did 
believe it to be undoubtedly true, and was fully convinced, that 
he had no Hand in fo bafe an A6lion 5 but that the Spaniards 
would not be fo fatisfied, nor even his own Vaflals be unde- 
ceiv'd after fuch a Declaration of his General, unlefs they faw 
him give fome extraordinary Proof of what he affirmed, that 
might intirely efface the Impreffion of fuch a Calumny 5 and 
that therefore he was come to intreathim, that, without making 
any Difturbance, but as if it was his own Spontaneous Choice, 
he would immediately go with him to the Spanljh Quarters, 
with a Refoluti^n not to ftir from thence till it fliduld be 
made apparent to all, that he had not been concerned in fo 
perfidious an A&ion. To which Purpofe he reprefented to 
him, a That by this generous Confidence, fo well becoming a 
Princely Mind, hewould not only appcafe the juft Reientment 
of the great Monarch whofe Servant he was, and the Jealoufy 
of his Companions and Followers 5 but that it would redound 
to his own Honour, which at prcfent fufferM a greater Eclipfe 
by his General's Bchaviou^ giving his Word, both as a Gen- 
tleman and a Miniftcr to the moft powerful Monarch in the 
Univerfc, that he fliould be treated amongft the Spaniards with 
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II the Rcfpeft due to his Royal Character 5 fince they only 
clir'd to be fecureof his good Will, that they might have it 
in their Power to ferve and obey him with the greater Venera- 
tion". Here Corte^kh off Ipeaking, and Mote%tlma hkewife re- 
mained filcnt for iome Moments, as amaz'd at the Boldnefs of 
thcPropofal. But Cortc.^ defirous to reduce him by Gentlenefs, be- 
fore he would determine on other Ways, added, ct That the Quar- 
ters he had bceen pleas d to affign them, were in one of his 
Majcfty's own Royal Palaces, where fomctimes he was wont to 
pals a few Days: That it could not feem ftrange to his Sub- 
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je&s that he fhould change his Refidence to clear himfelf of 
an Afperfion, which, being placd to his Account, was the 



Complaint*of one King againft another 5 whereas if the Fault 
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were laid at his Generals Door it might be redrefs'd by a pro- 
per Correction, without pufhing it to that Extremity, and thole 
Violences, which generally attend the Decifion of Quarrels 

which happen between Soveraigns'\ 
Mote^ttma could no longer fufter Corte^to enlarge upon Mo* 
tives to perfuade him to a Thing which he judg'd impracti- 
cable, and letting him know, he underftood what it was he aimd 
by fuch a Propofition 5 reply'd with fome Impatience, "That 
Cfc Princes of his Rank were not accuftom'dto deliver themfelves 
up toaPrifon, nor would his Subjedts permit it, tho' he fliould 
forget his own Dignity fo far, and ftoop to fo bale a Com 
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pliance". To which (.We.^anfwer'd 3 u That provided he went 
willingly, without obliging the Spaniards to forget theRefpeft 



CC 



they had for him, he valu'd not the Oppofition of his Sub- 
jects, againft whom he could employ afufficient Force, without 
anyBreach of their mutual Amity'*. The Difpute lafted long, 
Mote%u7na ftill refufmg to leave his Palace 5 and Cortc^ endea- 
vouring to perfuade and fecure him without proceeding to Ex- 
tremities. Mote^uma made feveral Offers, being fenfible of the 
Hazard to which he was expos'd : He proposed to fend imme- 
diately for Qualpopoca and all his Officers, and give them up to 
Corte^to be chaftiz'd as he fhould think proper : He offer d Two 
of his Sons as Hoftages, to be fent Pnloners to the Spani 




Quarters, till fuch Time as he fhould perform his Promife 5 
and repeated, with fome Signs of Weaknefs, that he was not a 
Perfon who could hide himfelf, or flee to the Mountains. Cor- 
tezi approved none of thefe Expedients 3 and Motc^iima refus'd 
to furrender himfelf: But the Captains, who were prefent at 
this Diipute, fufpefting the Danger that might cniue by this 
Delay, began to lofc Patience, intimating, that they mull de- 
cide the Queftion by Aftion - 5 and Juan yda^cjue^ck Leon laid 
aloud, Let us leaVe off talking, and cither Jei.$c or kill htm. Motezjima 
took Notice of thofe Words, which were uttcr'd with great 
Paffion, and demanded of 'Donna Marina^ What it was that Spa- 
in/]? Captain fpoke with fo much Vehemence ? And (lie, with 



a Difcretion which never fail d her upon Occafion, reply'd in 
fuchaManneras if fhe apprehended being overheard by.theS^rt- 

mards j My Lord y Ton run a great Hazard by not giving Way to the 
Injlances of thefe People : You already kjiow their Qfejolution, and the 
fuper natural Power that afftfls them. I am your own Loyal Subject : 
my Thoughts have no other Employment than to do you Service, and I am 
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likewife one of their Confidents, well acquainted with the Secret of their 
Intentions. If you go with them you will he treated with all the l^efpett 
that is due to your Per/on and Dignity 3 and by rejifiing longer , you en- 
danger your Life. 

This fhort Speech, deliver'd with Addrefs, and well tim'd, 
prevail'd on Motczuma 3 who without entring into any frefh 
Contefts, rofe from his Seat, and faid to the Spaniards 3 " I truft 
" myfelf into your Hands : Let us go to your Quarters, for 
" fo the Gods will have it, fince you have carried your Point, 
" and I am determin'd." He prefently call'd for his Ser- 
vants, and commanded them to get ready his Chair and Ecjui- 
page 5 and told his Minifters, " That for certain Reafons of 
" State, which he had concerted with his Gods, he had re- 
u folv'd to pafs fome Days in the SpaniJJ? Quarters : That they 
" mould underftrand, and publifli to all his Subjects, that he 
i L went of his own Accord, and for his own Advantage/' He 
then gave Orders to one of the Captains of his Guards, to 
bring Qualpapoca Prifoner, with the other Officers concern 'd in 
the Invafion of Zempoala 5 to which Purpofe he gave him the 
Royal Signet, which he always carry'd ty'd to his Right Arm, 
and bad him take Troops along with him, that he might 
make fure of apprehending the Criminals. . All thefe Orders 
were given publickly, and Dona Marina explain'd them to Cor- 
teZj and the reft of the Spanifl? Captains, that they might not 
take Umbrage upon hearing him talk to his Servants, or com- 
mit any unfeafonable A6t of Violence. 

He left his Palace without any more Delay, taking with 
him all his ufual Attendance : The Spaniards marched on Foot 
clofe by his Chair, furrounding it under Pretence of attending 
him. A Report was prefently ipread about the City, that the 
Strangers had carry'd off the Emperor 5 and the Streets were 
crowded in an Inftant, with an Appearance of a general Infur- 
rection 5 for they made great Outcries, throwing themfelves 
upon the Ground like Men in Defpair 3 and fome difcover'd 
the Tendernefs of their Concern by their Tears : But Motezji' 
ma, with an Air of Gaiety and Compofure, appeas'd the Tu- 
mult, and fatisfy'd them in fome Meafure. He commanded 
them to ceafe their Cries 5 and at the firft Motion of his Hand 
a profound Silence cnfu'd. He then told them, " That he was 
<l not going to a Prifon, but, for his own Diversion, to pafs a few 
" Days with his Friends the Strangers 5 and this anticipated Sa- 
" tisfadion, or anfwering a Queftion before it was ask'd, con- 

" firm'd what he endeavour'd to difown. 
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When he arriv'd at the Quarters, which, as we have obferv'd, 
were in a Palace built by his Father, he gave Orders for his 
Guards to difperie the Populace, and to his Minifters to punifh, 
with Lofs of Life, any who mould occafion the leaft Tumult 
or Difturbance. He courteoufly carefs'd the Spanif? Soldiers 
who went out to receive him with refpectful Acclamations. 
The Palace being fufficiently large and convenient to receive 
him and all his Retinue, he pitch d upon an Apartment, fepa- 
rate from the Spaniards, to refide in, which was inftantly fur- 
nifh'd by his own Servants with the beft Moveables of his 
Wardrobe 5 and Cortes plac'd a fufficient Guard of Spanifl? Sol- 
diers at the Avenues, and doubled thofe of the Quarters, poll- 
ing Centinels in the neareft Streets, and omitting no Precau- 
tion which an Action of that Conference requir'd. Orders 
were given to the Soldiers to permit the Entrance of thofe of 
the EniperOr's Retinue, who were now all known 5 as like~ 
wife of the Nobility and Minifters who came to make their 
Court, with Referve to admit but a certain Number in the 
Room of others who went out, under Pretext of keeping his 
Majefty from being crowded. Cortes went to vifit him the fame 
Evening, firft asking Leave, and obferving the fame Forma- 
lities and Ceremonies as when he waited on him in his Impe- 
rial Palace. The like Refpect was fhew'd him by the Officers 
and Soldiers of Diftin<5tion : They all gave him humble 
Thanks for the Honour he did that Houfe, as if he came thi- 
ther by his own Choice; and he was as chearful and pleafant 
to all, as if none of them were prefent who had been Wit- 
nenes of the Refiftance he would have made. He diftributed 
amongft them feveral Jewels with his own Hand, which he 
brought on purpofe to fhew his good Humour ; and for all that 
could be obferv'd, either in his Behaviour or Expreffions, he never 
once difcover'd the leaft Weaknefs under his Confinement, nor 
ceas'd to maintain the Grandeur of an Emperor in the Con- 
ftancy with which he endeavour'd to unite thofe two incom- 
patible Extremes, Majefty and Dependency. To none of his 
Servants or Minifters, whofe Attendance at all Hours was per- 
mitted, did he difcover the Secret of his Confinement - y either 
for that he was dfham'd to own it, or that he fear'd the Lofs 
of his Life, if they fhould make the leaft Difturbance. At 
that Time this Retirement was regarded by all as his own vo- 
luntary 'Refolution; for which Reafon, the Prefumption of the 
Spaniards was not fo much as talk'd of, being indeed fo great, 
that it Was conceal'd by the very Excefs of it as a Thing im- 
poITible, and exceeding the Bounds of Imagination itfclf. 

3 Thus 
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Thus' was Mote%uma 9 s Imprifonment carry 'd on and execu- 
ted, and in a few Days he became fo eafy, that he had fcarce 
any Inclination to change his Condition. Neverthelefs, his 
Subjects difcover'd at length, that the Spaniards had him under 
Confinement, notwithftanding they had carefully difguis'd the 
Violence they had been guilty of, under the fpecious Mask of a 
profound Refpeft. The Guards which were conftantly ported 
at the Avenues of the Emperor's Apartment, and the Spaniards 
being continually under Arms in the Quarters, left them no 
Room for Doubt 3 but no one made the leaft Offer to treat 
concerning his Liberty: Nor is it to be imagin'd what Rea- 
sons they had 3 he to continue under that OppreiTion without 
any Reluctance, and they to live in the fame Infcniibility, 
without fliewing any Concern at the Difhonour done to the 
Pcrfon of their Emperor. The Boldnels of this Enterprize 
was very furprifing in the Spaniards, nor lefs remarkable was 
this Want of Spirit in Motezuma 3 a Prince fo puiffant, and na- 
turally of fo haughty a Difpofition, together with the little Re- 
folution which then appeared in the Mexicans, a Warlike Na- 
tion, and exceffively zealous in fupporcing the Dignity of their 
Soveraigns. We may therefore fafely venture to lay, that the 
Hand of God was upon their Hearts 5 nor will this appear to 
be a fuperftitious Credulity, or any great Novelty in his Di- 
vine Providence 3 fince the World has long ago feen an Ex- 
ample of His forwarding the Undertakings of His own Peo- 
ple, by fubduing the Spirit of their Enemies *. 



* Jofliua, Chap. 5. ver. 1. 
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CHAR XX 

Mot e z uma'j Behaviour under his Confinement , 
hoth to his own People and the Spaniards. Qua!- 
popoca is brought Trifoner, and condemnd to 
Death by Corte/, who caufes Motezuma 
to be put in Fetter s 7 during the Execution of the 
Sentence. 

H E Spaniards, in few Days, faw their Quarters con- 
verted into a Palace, without omitting to guard it, 
as the Prifon of Motezuma. The Surprize of this 
daring Action abated infenfibly amongft the Mexi- 
cans, with the Novelty of it. Some, difapproving the War 
made by Qualpopoca upon Vera-Cruz, commended the Procedure 
of Motezuma, and imputed it to the Greatnefs of his Soul that: 
he parted with his Liberty as a Pledge of his Innocence. 
Others believ'd that the Gods, with whom they fuppos'd him 
to have frequent Communication, had advis'd him to that 
which was mod convenient, and would moft redound to his 
Advantage. And others, who judg'd better, accjuiefc'd intirely 
in his Refolution, without being fo prefumptuous as to exa- 
mine into it, well knowing that the Anions of Soveraign Prin- 
ces are to be comprehended, not by the Knowledge, but by 
the Obedience of their Vaffals. He difcharg'd the Functions 
of a Soveraign at the ufual Hours ; gave Audiences 3 heard the 
Advice and Reprefentations of his Minifters 5 and apply'd him- 
felt to the Government of his Kingdoms , both Civil and 
Military, taking particular Care to conceal his involuntary Con- 
finement. 

His Tabic was ferv'd from his Palace with a numerous At- 
tendance of Servants, and greater Abundance than ufual: The 
Overplus was diftributcd among the Spanijh Soldiers 5 and he 
constantly fent Diflics ot the grcatcfl: Delicacy to Cortcz^ and his 
Captains, all whomhc could call by their refpc&ivcNamcs, and 
he had ftudy'd even their fevcral Humours and Difpofirions, and 

knew how to make a proper Ufe of his Obfcrvations in converfing 

1 with 




Book III. of Mexico, or New Spain. 113 

with them, and would at Times feafon his Difcourfe with Plea- 
fantry, in fuch a Manner as was no Way inconfiftent either 
with Majefty or Decorum. All the Time that he was difengag'd 
from Bufinefs, he pa ft among the Spaniards 5 and was wont to 

fay, That he was not himfelf without them. Every one en- 
deavour'd to pleafe him, and the Refpect with which they 
treated him, gave him great Satisfaction. Freedoms and ill 
Manners extremely difgufted him 5 and if any one happen 'd to 
be faulty that Way, he made the Offender underftand that it 
Chock'd him, and that he was fenfible of his being ill us'd : 
So jealous was he of his Dignity, that he refented, with an ex- 
treme Indignation, fomewhat done in his Prefence by a Spaniard, 
with Defign, as he thought, to affront him, and defir'd the 
Captain of the Guard to employ that Soldier at a greater Di- 
ftance from his Perfon, or order him to be punifli'd if he again 
offer'd to appear before him. 

Some Evenings he us'd to play with Corte^at Tololoque, which 
is a Game with little Balls of Gold with which they endea- 
vour'd to ftrike down certain fmall Pins of the fame Metal, at 
a proportionable Diftance : They play'd for Jewels, or other 
Curiofities, which were loft or won upon Five Marks. Mo- 
te%uma diftributed his Winnings amongft the Spaniards, and 
Corte^ gave his to the Emperor s inferior Officers. He would 
fometimes rally Pedro de Jherado, who counted for them, 
for his marking in Favour of Corte^ and reproach'd him after 
a pleafant Manner, for being a bad Reckoner 5 neverthelefs 

he defir'd him to mark, and take Care to keep a fair Ac- 
count. 

He preferv'd the Sentiments of a Prince, even at Play 5 re- 
garding the Lofs as an Effect of Hazard, and the Gain as a Re- 
ward of Victory. 

They did not omit in thofc private Converfations to introduce 
the Subject of Religion. Corte^ difcours'd him feveral Times, 
endeavouring with Gentlenefs to make him fenfible of his 
Error. Fryar Bartokmeo de Olmcdo feconded his Arguments with 
the like Piety, but with far greater Energy. Donna Marina ve- 
ry carefully interpreted thefe Difcourfes, adding her own private 
Reafons, as a Perfon newly undecciv'd, who had ftill frefli 
in her Memory the Motives which converted her : But the De- 
vil had got fuch an Afcendant over his Mind, that he fuffer'd 
his own natural Reafon to be fo enflav'd, that no Arguments 
were of Force enough to touch his obdurate Heart. It was not 
known whether he had a Communication with the Devil, or 

F f if 
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if he continued to appear to him as iiftrai, after the SfdniarJs 
arriv'd at Mexico 5 on the contrary, it was believed as certain, 
that from the firft Appearance of the Craf? of thrift in that 
City, all thofe infernal Invocations loft tneir Force, and the 
Oracles became filent. But that deluded Prince was fo blind 
and abandoned to his Errors , that he had no Manner of Incli- 
nation to relinejuifli them, or to advantage himfelf by the 
Light which was fet before him : This Hardnefs of Heart was 
perhaps the miferable Effect of his other Vices and Enormi- 
ties, with which he had difpleas'd God 3 or a Chaftifement 
for that very Negligence of hearing and not purfuing the 
Truth. 

■ 

After Twenty Days, or fomewhat more, the Captain of the 
Guard, who had been fent to the Frontiers of Vera Cruz^ re- 
turn'd, bringing Qualfopoca, and other Captains of the Army 
Prifoners, who upon Sight of the Royal Signet, had furrender'd 
themfelves without Refiftance. The Prifoners were conduced 



into the Apartment of Motezuma^ who, by the Permiffion of 



Cortex^ fpoke to them, but with Refer ve - y for he was defirous 
they fhould conceal the Order he had given them, and fuffer 
themfelves to be deceived by this exterior Shew of Confidence 
which he feem'd to repofe in them. The Captain himfelf 
went afterwards with them to the Apartment of Cortezj to 
whom he deliver'd ; them, faying on the Part of his Majfter, 
That he had fent them to him, that he might find out the 
Truth, and, at his own Difcretion, inflict upon them what 
Punifhment he thought they deferv'd." Corte^ flmt himfelf 
up with them, and they prefently pleaded Guilty to all their 
Charges, acknowledging, That they had Violated the Tcace by their 



own Authority $ had pro^o^d the Spaniards of Vera Cruz with then 
Hojldities, and had procurd the Death o/Arguillo, kdlfdby their Order 

in cold 'Bloody tho a Trijoner of War. All' this they confefs'd with- 
out once mentioning that they had any CommiiTion for fo do- 
ing from Motezamn, till perceiving that thePuniftiment they had 
been threaten'd with was no Jeft, they endeavour'd to bring Hinj 
in for an Accomplice, in order to fave their Lives :Biit Cortc^ Ut- 
terly refus'd to giv.eEar to that Evafion, treating it as a mere Chi- 
mera and In vention of theirs, merely to excufe themfelves. TIley 
were judg'd by a Court Martial, and rcceiv'd Sentence of Death, 
with the Circumftance of having their Bodies publickly burn'tL 

before the Royal Palace, as Criminals whojiad itieiifr'd the Pe- 
nalty of High Treafon. 



* * 



Meafurcs 




u 
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Meafures were immediately taken for the Execution, it be?rig 
thought neceffary not to delay it : Bat Qm^ Fearing Mv- 
te%umas Refentment, and that he might endeavour to defend tliofe 
who were to die for having executed his Orders, refoiv'd to ter- 
rify him, by fome daring Action, which ftiould have threatening 
Appearances, and remirid him of the Subjection in which he 
was. To this Purpofe he bethought himfelf of another bold 
Stroke, to which he was certainly induc'd by the great Facility 
with which he depriv'd him of his Liberty^ and the unexpected 
Patience with which he bore his Confinement. He order'd 
fome of thofe Fetters to be brought which they us'd to carry 
with them for Criminals, and with thofe, carry'd openly in the 
Hands of a Soldier, Corte^ came into the Prefence of Mote^uma^ 
and with him camzDonna Marina, and Three or Four of his Cap- 
tains. He did not omit the Refpects with which he was wont 
to accofi: him , but railing his Voice, and with more Earnefb- 
nefs in his Countenance than ordinary, he told him, " That 
Qualpopoca, and the other Delinquents, now condemn'd to 
fuffer Death, had confefs'd their Crime, and had been found 
deferving of the Sentence ; but added, that they had accus'd 
him, affirming they had acted wholly by his Orders 5 and 
" that therefore it was neceffary that he fhould expiate for 
thofe ftrong Preemptions by fome perforial IVfortificatiOh : 
And that Kings, tho' they were not liable to ordinary PUnifli- 
ments, were yetfubject to a fuperiOr Law, which eomriiands 
Crowns, and ought, in fome Refpects, to imitate the (juilty, 
when they found themfelves culpable, and were defirous t6 
cc fatisfy Divine Juftice." Having faid this, he commanded, with 
an Air of Authority and Relolution, that they mould ]3ut Mb- 
tezuma in Fetters, without iurfering any Reply 1 5 and ieavihg 
hiiri iri that Condition, turned his Back and retird to his Apart- 
ment, giving frefh Orders to his Guards, that for the ^relent 
they fhould not fuffer him to have any Mariner of Commti* 
nication with his Minifters. 

So great was the Aftoiiifhrnent of MdteQMia, to fee hirnfelf 
treated with fo much Ignominy, tha'c at firft h'<* wanted P6\x6 
to reiift, and afterwards Speech to corrV£>la'in. He 1 remain 'd a 
good while like one inieniible j and his Servants who attended 
him, accompany'd his Grief with Lamentation, without pr^fm 
ming to fpeak 5 throwing themfelves dt his Feet', to bea'r\'thc 
Weight of his Fettiers. He recover'd from hisfirft Confufidiv^ri'd 
Amazement, and began to'break out n¥to Impatience, buti fbori 

pun a Curb upon himfelf> 5 atid aftrifcWding 1 the urihttp^y Circum- 
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fiances, to which he was reduc'd, to the Will of his Cods, 
waited the Event, not without Apprehenlions that his Life was 
in Danger : But foon recalling to Mind who he was, he intre- 
pidly expected his Fate. 

Cortex loft no Time in the Execution of what he had re- 
folv'd upon. The Criminals were brought forth to receive 
their Punifliment j all necelfary Precautions having firft been 
taken, to prevent any Oppofition that might be made. The 
Execution was perform'd in Sight of an innumerable Concourfe 
of People, not fo much as one diforder'd Voice being heard, 
nor was there the lead Ground for Jealoufy. The People were 
feiz'd with a Terror, which was mix 'd with Admiration and 
Refpect. They greatly wonder'd at the Authority thofe Stran- 
gers aflum'd, who, at the mod, ought to have behav'd them- 
ielves only as Embaffadors from another Prince : But they did 
not prefume to call their Power in cjueftion, feeing it was efta- 
blilh'd with their own Soveraign's Approbation, which was the 
Reafon that they flock'd in Crowds to behold that Spectacle, 
with a Kind of mortify 'd Sedatenefs, or rather Infenfibility, 
which, without knowing in what it confided, gave Way to Fear. 
It was of great Help, on this Occafion, that the Invafion of 
Qualpopoca was ill receiv'd among the Mexicans , and that he had 
aggravated his Crime, and render 'd it far more horrible, by 
having had the Prefumption to charge his Soveraign as an 
Accomplice, which palled as a Thing incredible, and even 
had the Accufation been true, mould have been punifti'd as in- 
folent and feditious. This Execution muft be regarded as the 
Third bold Action of Corte^ which was effected, as has 
been obferv'd, upon very irregular Principles : He had de- 
termined upon it, and had thought it very convenient, and 
not impoflible. He knew the Genius of the People he had to 
deal with, and was no Stranger to the Value of the great 
Pledge he had in his Power, whatfoever might happen. Let 
us leave him to the Ufe of his own Reafon, or at leaft not 
bring it into the Judgment of the Hiftory, contenting ourfelves 
with relating the Fact as it pafs'd, which, after being executed, 
prov'd of great Conference for the Security of the Spaniards 
at Vera Cru^, and ftifled, at that Time, thole Rumours which 
began to difturb the Mexican Nobility. 

Corte^ immediately rcturn'd to the Emperors Apartment, 
and, with a chearful Countenance, courteoully addrels'd him, 
faying, " The Traytors, My Lord, who have been fo bold 
" as to blemifh your Character, have receiv'd condign Punifli- 
ment ; 
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u ment 5 and yoii ydu.rfelf have fuffieiently eomply'd with 
" your Obligation, by fubmitting to the Juftice of God, with 
" this little Intermiffion of your Liberty." Then immediately 
he order'd the Fetters to be taken off, or as fome Authors rep- 
ort, he put himfelf on his Knees, and took them off with 
is own Hands : And k is probable, that, out of his innate 
Prudence, he might endeavour, with fuch a Piece of Courtefy, 
to give a greater Recommendation to the Redrefs of his ill 
Treatment. Motezuma receiv'd that Part of his Liberty with a 




tumultuous Joy. He embrac'd Corte^ Two or Three Times, 
and feem'd as if he would never have done with his thankful 
Acknowledgments. 

Then they both fat down, and enter'd into amicable Con- 
verfation, and Corte^ usd another Piece of Policy with him, be- 
ing what he was continually meditating upon 5 for he order'd all 
the Guards to retire, and gave him to underftand, t}iat when- 
ever he pleas'd he might return to his Palace, the Caule of his 
Detenfion being now taken off. This Offer he made him, as 
being very fure he would not accept it 5 for he had frequently 
heard him firmly and refolutely declare, That it was by no 



Means convenient for him to think of returning to his Pa- 
lace, or of leaving the Spaniards, till fuch Time as they fliould 
retire from his Court; for that he fliould greatly fuffer in his 
Reputation, when it mould be known amongft his Vaffals, that 
he had receiv'd Liberty from a foreign Hand. A Thought 
which has been fince fathered upon Motezuma as his own, but 
was indeed infhienc'd into him by T>onna Marina and fome Cap- 



tains, who represented that to him at the Injftance of Cortex 
who made Ule of his own Reafon of State, to hold him more 
Secure in Prifon. But at this Time, Motezuma knowing what 
Corte^ meant by that. Offer, quitted the. fir ft Motive as foreign 



to his prefent Purpofe, a&d made Ufe of another more art- 



ful 5 for he anfwer'd, " That he was very much oblig'd to 
tc him for the Intention he had to reft ore him to his Palace; 
<c but that he had taken a Refolution to continue where he 
<c was, out of Regard to the Spaniards ,• for he knew very well, 
" that affoon as he fliould be in his Palace, his Nobility and 
Minifters would prefs him to take up Arms again ft them, 
for a Satisfaction of the Wrong he had receiv'd." By thefe 
Means he dchYd they fliould underftand, that he was con- 
tented to remain in Prifon for their Security, and to protect 
them with his Authority. Corte^ prais'd his Defign, and made 
Acknowledgments for the Care he had of them, as if he in- 

G g tirely 
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tirely believ'd all he faid. They both remain'd fatisfy'd with 
their dexterous Management, believing they underftood each 
other perfectly well 3 and, for their mutual Conveniency, fuf- 
fer'd themfelves to be deceiv'd, with that Sort of Cunning, or 
Diflimulation, which Politicians place among the Myfteries of 
Prudence, bellowing the Name of Virtue upon that which 
indeed is nothing but Artifice and Policy. 



The End of the Third Book. 
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Motet, uma is permitted to he feen in puhlick, go ■ 
ing out to the Temples and Recreations. Cortex 
takes Jome necefjary Precautions. The Spaniards 
are in Doubt, at this Time, whether they Jhould over- 
throw the Idols of Mexico, or wait for a proper er 

Occafion. 




Moderation, as being V 



R O M this Day forward Motc^uma rcmain'd a 
voluntary Prifoner of the Spaniards, and was bo 
lov'd of all for his Courtefy and Liberality. 
His own Servants and Attendants had been hi- 
therto unacquainted with his Gentlcnefs and 



fati 
He 



!i Strangers, 
y often confirm'd th 



es he had accjuir'd by his Conver- 
far from his own natural Temp 



ty of 



both by 



Words and Actions : And when he thought he had fecur'd and 



the Confidence of 



he refolv'd to try him, asking 



Id 



(Tion to vifit fome of his Temples, giving 



Wor 



r 



for lo he us'd 



1 punctually to his Prilon, 

f his own People werepreient : He acquainted 

him, 
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him, " That he defir'd now for his own Convenieiicy, and 
" for the fake of the Spaniards themfelves, co fliew himfelf to 
his Subjects ; for that they began to furmife, that he was 
detain'd in that Confinement by Force, feeing the Caufe of his 
Detenfion was ceas'd by the Ptmifhment oi ' Qualjwpoca. And 
" that it was to be fear'd, fome Commotion, more than bar 
ly popular, might happen, if he did not fpeedily prevent 
by this Mark of his Liberty." Hcrnan Cortex fenliblc ho 



much he was in the right, and defirous likewife to h 




m 



the Mexicans, anfwer'd freely and courteoufly, " That he raig 
go when, and wherever he pleas d, and that he attributed h 
making fuch a Recjuefl: to the Excefs of his Goodncfs, fceir 
both himfelf and all his People, were intirely at his Service 
cc but that he joyfully accepted the Promife he made him < 
cc not changing his Place of Refidence, as one extremely del 



ct 



be depviv'd of the Honour he had receive! 



* > 



His Purpofe to vint the Temples caufed fome Scruples in 
the General ; but to make the beffc Conditions he could, he 
obtain'd of him to abolifh all human Sacrifices from that Day 3 
contenting himfelf with this Part of the Remedy, fince it was 
not yet Time to go about to endeavour a total Reformation of 
their Errors 5 and where we cannot make life of the beft Means 
it is Prudence to divide the Difficulty, and overcome Incon- 
veniencies by Degrees. Materia confented to this, effectually 
prohibiting thofe Sorts of Sacrifices in all the Temples : And 
tho' it may be doubted, whether that Order was exactly com- 
ply 'd with, yet it is certain, that nothing like it was acted in 
publick 3 and if they ever did perform them, it was with their 
Gates fliut, as if they were doing fomething that was criminal 
and unlawful. 

His firft Sally was to the principal Temple of the City, with 
his accuftom'd Pomp and Attendance : He took fome 
nianls along with him, calling them himfelf, by Way of Pre- 
vention, to avoid the Shame of having them order'd to attend 
him cither as Guards or Witncffes of his Actions. The People 
celebrated this Firft Appearance of their Soveraign with great 
Acclamations of Joy. Every one ft.ro ve with Emulation to 




exprefs the general Satisfaction by fuch publick Applaufcs 
Not that they truly lov'd him, or that they had forgot the Op- 
prelfions under which they labour'd but at this Time Duty 
got the better of their Inclinations, and a Crown has its In- 
fluence, altho' it be upon the Head of a Tyrant. He receiv'd 
their Acclamations with an Air of Majefty, and was, that Day, 
very liberal in beftowing Favours upon his Nobles, and likewife 



1 



in 
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in diftributing Gifts among the Populace. He afterwards went 



up to the Temple, refting on the Arms of the Priefts, and 
having comply'd with fome of the leaft fcandalous Rites of 
his Worfhip, returned to the Quarters, where he again com- 
plimented the Spaniards, declaring, " That the Satisfaction he had 
in refiding among them, made him no lefs defirous to re- 



a 



turn, than the Difcharge of his Promife. 
He continued to go Abroad when he pleas'd, without any 
Thing extraordinary happening, fometimes to the Palace where 
he kept his Wives, at other Times to his Temples, and Pleafure- 
Houfes, always ufing the Ceremony of asking Leave of Cortc^, 
or taking him along with him, when what he went about 
would decently admit of his Company 5 but he never lay a 
Night out of the Quarters, nor fo much as once mention'd 



the changing of his Habitation 3 on the contrary the Mexicans 
began to look upon this Perfeverance of their Emperor's as 



the Effect of his Love to the Spaniards : So that now the Mini- 
fters and Nobles of the City vifited Cortex^ making Ufe of his 
Intereft to gain their Pretentions 5 and all the Spaniards,, that 
were more particularly efteemed by Cortez^ were both prefented 
and flatter'd : The common Method of all Courts 5 where by 
Intreaties and AddreUes, thofe Idols call'd the Prince's Favourites, 
are in a Manner worfhipped. 

During this Tranquillity, Cortez^ did not neglect thofe Pre- 
cautions which were thought conducive to his Security, nor to 
forward thofe high Defigns which were forming in his Mind, 
tho* as yet without any determinate Object, or knowing whi- 
ther the obfeure Flattery of his Hopes would carry him. Im- 
mediately upon the Vacancy of the Government of Vera Cn<<, 
by the Death of Juan de Ejcalante, and that the Ways were clear d 
from Danger by the Punifliment of the Criminals, he nam d 
Captain Gonzalo de Sandoval for that Employment : And becaufe, 
in the prefent Pofture of Affairs, he would not part with fo fer- 
viceable a Commander, he fent in Quality of his Lieutenant, 
certain private Soldier, nam'd Alonfo de Grado, a Man of Senfe 
and Ability, but of an unquiet turbulent Spirit, one of thole 
who had diftinguifh'd themfelves in the paffc Difturbanccs. It 
was believ'd, he gave him that Employment both to fatisfy 
him, and to get him out of the Way : But it was no lound 
Point of Policy to put a Perfon fo little to be depended on, in a 
Place that was kept for a Retreat, and againff any Attempts 
which might be fear'd from the Ifle of Cuba. His Afliftance 
in that Port might have provd a great Convenience, if the 
Veffels which Diego fa LJ que^hzd let out in Profecution of his 

H h ancient 
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ancient Claim had arrived a little fooner. But Jionfo de Crado 



himfelf, by his own Proceedings, re&ify'd the Error of his Ele- 
ction : For in a few Days after, there were fo many Complaints 
fent from the Inhabitants, and the Towns thereabouts, that it 
was ncceflary to bring him away Prifoner, and to lend the 

Governor himfelf. 

Upon the Occafions of thefe Journeys to and fro, Hernan 
Corte^ ordered, That they fhould bring fome Cordage, Sails, 
Nails, and other Spoils of the Ships which had been bor d, 
with a Defign to build two Brigantines, that he might com- 
mand the Patfage of the Lake 3 for he could not put out of 
his Mind thofe broken Expreffions which the Ttafcalans had 
heard concerning cutting away the Bridges, and ruining the 
Caufeys. He brought it about, io that Moteqiima himfelf 
defir'd it, with the Pretence of feeing the Nature of the large 



barcations ufed in Spain, and the great Eaie with which 



they mov'd, the Wind doing the Service of Oars 5 a Curiofity 
which intirely furpafs'd their Imagination, nor could they ever 
comprehend without ocular Demonftration, becaufe the Mexi- 
cans were wholly ignorant of the "Life of Sails, and thought it 
would be a great Conveniency, and redound very much to 
their Advantage, to have their Mariners inftru&ed in this Art* 
It was not long before all that had been fent for, from Vera- 
Cru% 7 arriv'd 5 and the Building of the Veflels was begun by 
fome Artifts of that Profeflion, who had lifted in the Army 
for Soldiers: The Carpenters of the City cutting and bringin 




the Timber by Mote puma's Order 5 fo that in a few Days the 
Brigantines were finifh d, and the Emperor himfelf relolv d to 
make the fir ft Trial, embarking with the Spaniards, that he 
might take a nearer View of the furprizing Curiofity of that 
Sort of Navigation. For this Purpole he pitch'd upon one of 
their moftlolemn Hunting Days, in a Place where the Lake runs 
within the Land, that he might have Time enough for his Ob- 
fcrvations : And on the Day appointed, all the Canoes belong- 
ing to the Royal Equipage were early in the Morning upon 
the Lake, with his whole Fatnily, Retinue, and Huntfmen, re- 
inforcing the Number of Rowers, and ordering them to ex- 
ert thcmfclves, not without a Prcfumption that they fhould 
gain Credit by their Lightncfs, to the Difgrace of the Spamjh 
Veflels, which, in their Opinions, were heavy, and difficult to 
govern : But it was not long before they were imdeceiv'd < for 
the Brigantines fet out with Sails and Oars, opportunely fa- 
vour d by the Wind, and left the Canoes a long Way beftihd, 
to the great Admiration of the Indians. This was a Day" of 
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great Diverfion to the Spaniards, as well for the Novelty and 
Manner of Hunting, as for Coftlinefs and Magnificence of the 
Banquets : And Motezjwia took great Pleafure in rallying his 
Rowers for their vain Endeavours to come up with the Bri- 
gantines, and glory 'd in the Vittory of the Spaniards as his own. 
After their Return, the whole City went out in Shoals to be- 
hold thofe floating Houfes, as they term'd them in thei 



guage. The Novelty of the Thing had its ordinary Effects 



and above all, the Indians admir'd the Management of the Rud 
der, and the Sails, which to their thinking, commanded both 




the Water and the Wind : An Invention, which the mod ju- 
dicious among them admir'd as a Dexterity intirely beyond 



Comprehenhon, and the Vulg 



h 



Natural, and a Dominion over the Elements themfelves. The 
Reiult of all was, that thofe Brigantines, which were built with 
greater View, were much applauded 3 and the prude 



fight of Corte^ had this happy Effed:, That he did what was 



neceffary, and gain cl great Rep 

At the fame Time, he was laying fuch other Schemes as 
his a&ive Vigilance dictated. He introduced, in Difcouvfe with 
Mote%itma> and his Nobles who came to vifit him, the Greaunefs 
of his Soveraign, extolling his Clemency, and aggrand 



his Power 5 gaining them to his Opinion, with io much Ad- 
drefs, that they began generally to defire the Alliance he pro- 
posed, and an eftablifli-d Commerce with ' the Spaniards, as the 
Intereft of the Mexican Monarchy. He likewiie made iome 
important Difcovcries by Way of Converfation, and pure Cu- 
riolity. He informed ftimlelf very particularly ol the Strength 
and Extent of the Mexican Empire 5 of its Provinces, Con- 
fines, Mountains, Rivers, and principal Mines : Ol the Di- 
ftances of both Seas ? their Qualities, Roads, and Harbours : 
And he was fo far from expreffing the leafl Concern about his 
Obfervations and inquifitivenefs, that Mote%iitna y for his bet- 
ter Information, and to gratify his Curioficy, order'd his 



the AfTiftance of skilful People, to draw out all his 
Dominions on a Piece of Cloth, like our Maps, which lliewd him 
every Particular that was worth taking Notice of. He alio 
permitted fome Spaniards to go and take a View of the mod 
celebrated Mines, as likewife of the Ports and Bays which were 
capable of Shipping. This Hernan Corte:^ proposed to him, 
under Pretext of carrying a diftiiidt Relation to his Prince of 
every Thing that was 1 jtettiafkable $ to which Mote^itma did not 
only give his Confent, but order'd fome of his Soldiers to ac- 
company them, and difpatch'd Orders that they fliould 



3 



free 
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free Admittance, and be inftru&ed in whatever they dehYd 
to know 3 a convincing Sign that he had no Sufpicion, and 
that his Tongue and Heart went together. But at this very 
Juncture, when the Spaniards had moft Reafon to avoid darting 
any Innovations, as pernicious and dangerous to publick Quiet, 
and good Understanding between them and the Mexicans, our 
Hiftorians mention a Refolution of theirs, fo intirely prepofte- 
rous and inconfiftent with the reft of their Actions, and fo 
very unfeafonable, that we are inclin'd to call the Truth of it 



Queftion, notwithstanding we have no fufficient Reafo 



omit it. < Berml Dia^ del Caftillo fays, as does likewife Francijco 
Lopc;^ de Gemara, agreeing lometimes in that which was mod 
unlikely, That they had refolv'd to overthrow all the Idols of 
Mexico, and to turn the principal Temple into a Church : That 
they fally d out to put in Execution what they determin'd, not- 
wirhftanding Motezuma refilled, and endeavour'd to hinder 
them : That the Priefts took up Arms, and the whole City 
rofe in Defence of their Gods : That the Conteft lafted, with- 
out coming to Blows, till fuch Time, as for the Publick Quiet, 
the Idols were fuffer'd to remain in their Places 5 andaChappei 
was cleans d, and an Altar erected within the fame Temple, 
■where they plac'd the Crofs of Christ, and the Image of 
His mo ft bleffed Mother : Mafs was fung with great Solemni- 

nity, and the Altar continu'd many Days 3 the very Priefts 
of the Idols taking Care to keep it neat, and to adorn it. And 

this Account Antonio de Herrera likewife gives, but differs from 
both chofe Authors, by adding fome Circumftances which pafs 
the Limits of Embellifhment, if fuch • Rhetorick may be al- 
low'd an Hiftorian : For he defcribes a Proceflion of the Spa- 
liuxrds all in Arms, which was made, in order to conduct the 
holy Images to the Temple 5 pens the very fame Speech that 
Corte^ made, or rather that which he would perfuade us he 
made before the Crucifix : and recounts a Kind of Miracle his 



Devotion produc'd 3 taking upon him to fay, on wh 



dation we know not, That a little after, the Mi 
ny d upon Account of the Want of Rain to refrefh their parch'd 
Fields : That they came to Corte^ in a tumultuous Manner, com- 
plaining, that their Gods refus'd to fend them any Rain, be- 
caufe he had introduc'd ftrange Deities into their Temples : 
And that to appeafe thofe feditious People, he promis'd them, 
on the Part of his God, a plentiful Shower of Rain within a 
few Hours, which Promife Heaven punctually made good, to 
the great Admiration of Mote^uma, and the whole City. 
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We fhall not touch upon the Engagement he laid himfelf 
under, by promifing Miracles to Infidels for Proof of the Truth 
of Religion, which might poffibly have happen'd thro' the 
Vehemence of his Zeal ; nor fhall we wonder at the miracu- 
lous Succefs: For he might likewife have had, at that Juncture, 
fome Spark of that lively Faith which merits and performs Mi- 
racles. But the very Action itfelf is fo diffonantj fo extremely 
repugnant to Reafon, that it is difficult to believe it any way 
confiftent, either with the Warinefs and Character of Corte^ 
or the Difpofition and Learning of Fryar Bartolome de Olmedo. 

But fuppofe the Action of overthrowing all the Idols of 
Mexico had fucceeded at that Time, and after the Manner re- 
lated 5 fince it is fometimes lawful for an Hiflorian to pafs his 
Judgment upon the Fads he relates 5 we find in this feveral 
Objections which oblige us, at leaft, to doubt the Certainty of 
fuch a Determination, in fo populous a City, where it might 
reafonably be held impoffible to effect what was found fo diffi- 
cult in Co^amel. They were upon a good Footing with Mote- 
%uma: All the Security they enjoy'd depended wholly upon his 
Favour : He had not given them the leaft Hopes of admitting 
the Gofpel 5 but on the contrary was inflexible, and obftinate 
in his Idolatry. The Mexicans, befides the Bigottry with which 
they worfhipp'd their Idols, and defended their Errors, were 
very much difpos'd to difturb the Spaniards. What Prudence 
then could there be in undertaking to unfeafonable an Affair 
againft the Inclination of Mote^uma ? If we look toward the 
Views with which it was pretended to have been done, we fhall 
find them intirely ufelefs, and inconfiftent with Reafon. To 
begin the Converfion and Undeceiving of Idolaters by deftroying 
their Idols : To regard an unprofitable outfidc Shew as the Tri- 



c 



ph of Religion : To place the holy 

d deteftable $ leaving them to the Difpofal of 



un- 



Priefts, expos'd to Irreverence, Profanenefs, and Sacrilege : And 
laftly, to celebrate, amongft the Reprefentations of the Devil, 
the ineffable Sacrifice of the Mafs. Antonio de Herrcra qualifies 
thcfe Undertakings with the Title of memorable Actions. Let 
thole judge who mall read it : We for our Parts do not find 
any proper Reafon, cither Politick or Chriftian, to folvc fo 
many lnconveniencies. So leaving this Point of the Story 
doubtful and undecided, we fliall only add, that we had much 
rather, that either thefe Irregularities had never happen'd after the 
Manner they are related, or that incredible Truths had never 
been admitted in Hiftory. 



Ii 



CHAP 
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II 



A Conjpifacy which was forming againfl the Spa- 



niards, by the King of Te'zcuco, is di f cover d - y 
and M01; ez u ma, partly by his own Vigilance 7 
and, partly by the Advice of Cortez, quells it, 
and chafiifes the Author. 




R. O M the very firft Beginnings of this Entcrprizc 
of the Spaniards, the Variety of Accidents they met 
with was very remarkable 5 Profperity and its Con- 
trary alternately attending their Undertakings, Some- 
times Hope was ablolute, and made Difficulties give Way 5 and 
at other Times Dangers fprang from Security itfelf: All human 
Defigns, and their Succefles, being fubject to this Condition, 
being fo link'd together, that with little Intermiflion they fuc- 
ceed each other 5 and we ought to believe, that this Inftability 
of Earthly Things is neceiTary to correct our intemperate Paf- 
fions. 

The blind Gentiles plac'd this unaccountable Series of Va- 
riety in an imaginary Wheel, which was form'd by a Chaining 
^ther of good and bad Succcls, and was turn'd without 



gn, by a certain Phantafm, which they call'd Fortune 3 at- 
tributing, by that Notion, to mere Chance every Thing they 
defir'd, or fcafd, it being, in Truth, the wife Difpofition of 
Divine Providence, that the Felicities and Misfortunes of the 
World mould not continue long in the fame Station $ that Man- 
kind may enjoy the one with Moderation, may bear the other 
with Patience, and elevate their Minds to the Search of what is 



ftable and fubffcantial in the Regions of Etcrn 



j 



The Spaniards already found themfelves fufficiently fecur'd of 
the Favour of Mote.ytma, and of the Eftcem of the Mexicans : 



lame Time that they enjoy'd this favourable 



cjuillity, there arofe a frefh Storm, which endanger' d all the 
Precautions of Corte^ and was occafion'd by Cacuma^in, the 

Emperor's Nephew, King of Tezcuco, and firft Elector of the 
Empire. He was an inconfideratc, hot-headed Youth, rafli, 
and oflitclc Judgment, who being over-rul'd by hisAmbii 



3 



had 




v 
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had determined to make his Name famous amongft the Indi 



nutans 



by declaring himfelf againft the Spaniards, with the Pretence of 



fetting the Emperor at Liberty: His Rank, Dignity, and h 



Blood gave him Hopes of attaining the Empire at the firft 



Ele&ion: And he flatter' d himfelf, that his Sword bw.* & ^ 

drawn, he might have a Chance to reach the Crown. His firft 
Care was to endeavour to blacken and to difcredit Mote^uma 
with his People, upbraiding his Pufilanimity and Meannefs of 
Spirit with which he fuflfer a that inglorious Subjection. Then 
he accus'd the Spaniards, reprefenting, in the blackeft Colours, 
the Violence they did the Emperor, the great Intereft they 
were gaining in the Government, and the Foundations they 



were laying of a Tyranny, without paffing by any one 
Particular which might render them odious and defpicable. 
The next Step he took was to low the fame Seeds of Sedition 
amongft the reft of the petty Kings of the Lake : And finding 
their Minds fufficiently difpos'd to an Infurre£tion, he refolvM 
to put his Defigns in Execution 5 to which Purpofe he call'd 
a Council of all his Friends and Relations, which he fecrctly 
held in his Palace. There were prefent at the Affembly the 
Kings of Cuyocan, T^tapalapa, Tacuba, and Matalchigo, with other 
Caciques of the adjacent Countries, all Perfons of Diftin&ion 
and Intereft, who had the Command of numerous Bodies of 
Fighting Men, and valud themfelves upon their Experience in 
Military Affairs. 

He made them an Harangue, fupported with the Appearance 
of Reafon, and with a Shew of Zeal for the Publick, conceal- 
ing his hidden Defigns : He conlider'd the prefent Condition 
of the Emperor, feemingly forgetful of his own Liberty, and 
fpoke warmly of the Obligation they all lay under, to unite 
like loyal Subjects and Vaflals, to deliver him from 



Bondage. He artfully brought in the Proximity of Bl 



which oblig'd him to intereft himfelf in what regarded his 
Uncle. And turning his Dilcourfc upon the Spaniards 5 What 



is it we wait for Friends, and IOnfmen^ faid lie, that wc open not 



our Eyes to behold the (Reproach of our Nation, and our flwneful Stif 




Shall we, who are born to bear Arms, and who place our grealefi 
felicity in the Terror we inffire our Enemies withal, fha/l w, I fay, ftoop 
our Necks to the dt /graceful Jo{e of a few wandering Strangers ? . What 
are all their darhw and pre junctions JH'tons but Jo many (Reproaches 



0 



Effeminacy } and purely found 



us ? Let m but Jerioufly conjidcr what they baVc atchteVed in a few 
'Days, and we flail 'fir ft be fenfible of our own Shame , and next of the 
Obligation we lye under. They baVc prefumptuoufly intruded thcmjelves 



into 



i 28 The Hifiory of the C o n qjj e s t Book IV. 

into the Court of Mexico, being become infolent by having obtain d Four 
Battels, in which the /mall QZejiftance they met with from their Enemies 
made them Valiant. Tl?ey have enter d triumphantly into the City, in 
Defpite of our l\ing, and contrary to the Inclination of the Nobility 
and Mini/try. They haVe introduced Rebels, and our profejs'd Enemies, 
and keep them in Arms before our Eyes$ and by Jo doing increafe the 
Vanity of the Tlafcallans, and trample under Foot the Glory of the 
Mexicans. Tliey have taken away the Life of a General of the Em- 
pire, by a public^ and ignominious Execution, audacioufly exercifing the 
JuriJdiBion of Magiftrates, and the Authority of Legiflators, in Domi- 
nions wherein they are inert Strangers. And laflly, they haVe the Terfon 
of the Great Motezuma in their Quarters, Violently forcing him from 
his (palace ; and not content to place Guards upon him in our Very 
Sight, they haVe proceeded to offer Outrage to his $!oyal <Perfon, by put- 
ting the fame Irons upon his Legs with which their mofi infamows Cri- 
minals are wont to be fetter d. That this is true, tve are all fenjibk 3 
but ivho will there be found to belieVe it, without giving the Lye to his 
own Eyes ? An infamous Truth it is, and which ought to be paftd oVer, 
or rather buried in perpetual Oblivion ! Well then y what detains you noble 
and illujlriout Mexicans ? Jour IQng a Trifoner and you patient and 
unarmed SpeBators ! This Appearance of Liberty which you fee him en- 
joy, for fome Days pafl, is not Liberty, but a deceitful Step, by which he 
has injenfibly pafsd to a more indecent Servitude. They haVe tyrannized 
oVer his Very Heart, and made themfelves Maflers of his Will, which is 
the mofi ignoble Bondage a prince can undergo. They are the Men who 
govern and command us 3 for the fferfon who ought to command us is a 
Vaffal to them. Ton now behold him fupinely negligent of the Conferva- 
tion of his Dominions, regardlefs of the Defence of his Laws, (^eltgion^ 
and hps wonted (princely (^efolution co?iVerted into ferVile AbjeHion : We, 
whofe Names and^Poiver arc jo great in the Mexican Empire, muflj with 
our utmojl Strength endeavour to prevent its (fywu What concerns m all 
to do, is, to unite our Forces, compleat the (Ztyw of thefe Strangers > 
and Jet our SoVeraign at Liberty. If we jhalldifyleafe himfy not obeying 
him fo flriBly in what we kiiow to be contrary to his Inter efl y he will be 
fcnfible of the Goodnefs of the (Remedy, when he fhall find bimfelf de- 
liver \l from the Evil If it fhould prove otherwije, Mexico has Men 

whofe Temples will Very well fit a Crown j and he will not be the fir ft of 
our Icings, who for not kriowing how to reign y or by reigning negligently^ 
has let the Scepter drop out of his Hands. 

Cacumazjn delivcrd himfelf after this Manner, and with fo 
much Warmth, that the whole Aflcmbly followed his Opinion 5 
breaking out into great Menaces againft the Spaniards, and of- 
fering to ferve perfonally in that A6tion. Only the Cacique 
of Matalcingo, who was in the fame Degree of Confanguinity 

to 



" 4 
4 



\ 
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to Motezumdj and not without his Pretenfions to the Crown, 
underftood the Drift of the Propofal, and did his Endeavour 



to fruftrate the Defigns of his Competitor, by faying, That he 



held it more necefjaYy, and agreeable to the Obligation of all, to acquaint 
Motezuma with what they deftgrid, and firjl take his LeaVe 5 ftnce it 
would be Very wrong in them to attach a Tlace wherein he refided, with- 
out firjl putting his ^ erf on in Security , as. well for the Danger his Life 
might be in, as for the Dij deputation of deftroying thofe Strangers under 

the (protection of their SoVeraign. The greateft Part of the Con- 
gregation contradicted this Propofition as impracticable : Cacu- 
ma^in let fall fome biting ExpreJTions, which the other bore, not 
to difcompofe his Hopes. Then their Council broke up, ha- 
ving appointed the Day, concerted the Manner, and recom- 
mended an inviolable Secrecy to all. 

Motezuma and Corte^ had both Notice of this Confpiracy, al~ 
moft at the fame Time : Motezuma by a private Hand, which 
was fuppos'd to be the King of Matalc'mgo j and Corte^ by the 
Intelligence of his Spies and Confidents. They fought each 
other to communicate the News they had received, and Mote- 
uma had the good Fortune to fpeak firft, clearing himfelf from 



all Sufpicion by fuch a convincing Proof of his Integrity. He 
inform'd Corte^oi all that had been tranfa<5ied5 exprefsd a vio- 
lent Indignation both againft his Nephew, the King of Tezcuco^ 
and all the reft of the Confpirators, and propose! to chaftife 
them with all the Rigour they deferv'd. But Corte^ giving him 
to underftand, that he knew the whole Affair, intimating fome 
Circumftances which left him no Room to doubt, anlwer'd, 

Tliat he was Very much concern d to have been the Occajion of fuch a T>w 
flurbance amongft his Vaffals^ and for that ^afon found himjelj obligd 
to take upon himfelf the (Remedy : That he was therefore come to ask^ his 
Leave to march immediately with his Spaniards to Tezcuco, and put a 
Stop to this Mi/chief before it grew to a Head, by bringnig Cacu- 
mazin (prifoiier, before he fiould join his Confederates, and oblige them 
to haVe (Recourfe to more violent (Remedies. 

Motezuma would not admit of this Propofal, but on the con- 
trary ablolutely rejected it 3 as well knowing what a Diminution 
it would be to his Power and Authority, if he- made Ule. ok fo- 
reign Arms to chaftife Attempts of this Nature in Perlons ofc 
that Rank. He therefore defir'd him, for his Sake, co d^lem- 



ble his Refeptment, and told him, as his fingi Rclolution, That 
he would not; { cojfoit, iifither was it convenient, , that either himfelf 
or any of his, (people fwyldmakg the. leajl Motiwh bft\ Juth a ><Pro 



ceeding might increaje the peoples Hatred to them x and reji^ler them 



more obflinate in injijling upon the Spaniards (Removal from his 

K k Court ; 
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Court 5 but that they Jhould rather help to fubjetl thofe Rebels t by 
djfifting him with their Counfel, and by aBing, if there was Occafedn, 
as Mediators. 

He was of Opinion that it would be belt firft to try gentle 
Means, and that the Dependance his Nephew had on him 
would ealily bring him to Reafon, by reminding him of the 



Obligations he lay under, and by inducing him to enter into 
an amicable Correfpondence with the Spaniards. To which 
Purpofe he fent for him by one of his principal Attendants, 
who acquainted him with the Order he brought from the Em- 
peror, and told him on the Part of Cortex^ that he defired his 

Friendfhip, and to haVe him nearer that he might make him Jenfible of it. 

But he, who had now cart off all Obedience, and confulted no- 
thing but his Ambition, with the Arrogance and Difrefpe£t 
of one abandon cl, and precipitately bent upon his own Ruin, 
return'd the Emperor a molt infolent Anfwer, and treated 
Corte^ with fo much Haughtinek and Contempt, that he made 
frem Inftances to Motezuma for Permiffion to chaftife him 3 
which Propofal was a fecond Time rejected by the Emperor, 
who told him, That this was one of thofe Cafes t which rather recjuird 
the Ajfiftance of the Head than of the Hands 3 and tiat he Jhould 
leave it to him to manage according to the Experience, and jQtoW" 
ledge he had of thofe ExtraVagancies t and of the Source from whence 
they proceeded. 

He carried himfelf afterwards with great Refervednefs amongft 
his Minifters, feemingly contemning the Offence to induce the 
Offender to be lefs circumfpecl: 3 to which Purpofe he told them, 

That he looked on this bold Undertaking of his Nephew, as the Heat of 
Youth, and the firft Motions of a Man without Confederation. But at 

the fame Time he form'd a fecret Confpiracy againft the Con- 
fpirator himfelf 5 making Ufe of fome of his own Servants, who 
were either truly fenfible of their Duty, or were gain'd by the 
help of Gifts and Promifes 3 by whofe Means he contriv'd it fo, 
that Cacumazin was afTaulted one Night in his Houfe, embark 'd 
on a Canoe, that was ready prepar'd, and brought Prifoner to 
iWbcicOjWithout his being able to make anyRefiftance. It was then 
that Mote^uma difcover'd all his diflembled Anger, and without 
permitting that unhappy Prince to appear before him, or giving 
Room for any of his Excufes, he commanded, with the Ap- 
probation and Concurrence of Corte^ that he mould be put 
into the clofeft Prifon of the Nobles 3 treating him as a Cri- 
minal who had committed an unpardonable Offence, and was 
to fuffer capital Punifhment. 



3 



There 
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There was at this Time in Mexico a Brother of CacumAzjn, 
who, fome few Days before, had happily efcap'd out of his 
Hands, he having defign'd to deprive him of his Life upon 
fome domeftick Jealouiies of fmall Foundation. Motezuma 
took him under his Protection in his Palace, and for his greater 
Security enroll'd him in his Family. He was a young Man of 
Courage and great Merit, well efteem'd both in the Court, and 
amongft his Brother's VafTals 5 and the Circumftance of his 
being perfecuted had more recommended him both to the one 
and to the other. Corte^ caft his Eyes on him 5 and defiring 
to gain him for a Friend, and bring him over to his Party, he 
propos'd to Mote%u)?ia, to give him the Inveftiture, and Domi- 
nion of Tezcuco, fince his Brother had render'd himfelf incapa- 
ble of refuming his Government, by having confpir'd again ft 
his Soveraign, and told him, " That it would not be lafe at 
<f at that Juncture to punifli a Delinquent of fo much Intereft 
tc with Lofs of Life, when the Minds of the Nobles were in 
" fuch Commotion : That depriving him of his Kingdom, 
would be giving him a Kind of Death which made lefs Noife, 
and was fufficiently fevere to ffcrike a Terror into his Accom- 
plices : That; this young Man was of a far better Difpofition, 
already indebted to him for his Life, and. would like wife be 
oblig'd to him for his Crown, and remain under greater Ob- 
ligations of Obedience, in Opposition to his Brother. And 
laftly, that by this, he gave the Kingdom 1 to the Perfoo who 
had the Right of Succefiion, and left to his own Blood the 
Dignity of Firft Elector, which was of fo great Authority in 
the Empire. 

Motezuim was fo highly pleas'd with this Thought of Corte^, 



K 
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tc 



that he immediately communicated the fame to his Council, 
where his Refolution was applauded as merciful and equitable : 
And the Minifters formed a Royal Decree, whereby Cacuma^in 
was difpoffefs'd of all his Honours and Dignities, according to 
the Cuftom of that Country, as a Traytor and Rebel to his 
Prince, and his Brother narfl'd for Succeffor of the Kingdom 
and Electorate. Mote^uma afterwards order d him to his Pre- 
fence $ and during the Time of his Inveftiture, which had its 
particular Ceremonies and Solemnities, he, with a MajefticI 
Air, made a Speech, wherein, with all poflible Succinct- 
nefs, he hinted at all Motives which ought to oblige him to an 
inviolable Loyalty 5 and publickly declar'd, " That he had de- 
termib'd tftis Affair purely by the Advice of Hernan Cortc^, 
giving him to underftand, it was to him he ow'd his Ad- 
vancement." It may be imagin'd, that the Perfon intercfted 
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was not unacquainted with this before 3 for it was not a Time 
to conceal Obligations. But what is obfervable, is the Care 
Mote^uma took to have Corte^ well efteem'd, and to gain the 
Minds of his People in Favour of the Spaniards. 

The new King immediately departed for his Court, and 
was well receiv'd, and erown'd with great Acclamations and 
Rejoicings 5 all People celebrating his Exaltation upon different 
Motives : Some, becaufe they really lov'd him, and were con- 
certed at his Perfecution 3 others, out of ill Will toCacuma%in$ 
and the greater!: Part to fignify their Abhorrence of his Crime. 
This Manner of Chaftifement, without Blobd-flied, was highly 
applauded throughout the whole Empire, and was attributed 
to the fuperior Judgment of the Spaniards 5 for no one expected 
fuch Moderation from Motezuma. And the very Novelty of ic 
was of fo much Coniecjuence, that the other Confpirators pre- 
fently difpers'd their Troops, and, unarm'd, had Recourfe to 
their Monarch's Clemency. They made their Application to 
Corte^, and thro' his Means, at laft obtain'd a Pardon 5 and 
thus the Storm blew over that had been rais'd againft him, and 
he got clear of the Danger with Advantage, partly by his. own 
Induftry, and partly by favourable^ Incidents : For Motezuma 
was oblig'd to him for the Tranquillity of his Realm 5 the Firft 
Prince of the Empire ow'd to him his Dignity 3 and by fhew» 
ing Favour to the reft, who had endeavour'd to deftroy him, 
he found himfelf fupported with a new Stock of Friends, and 
People who flood indebted to him. 





CHAP. III. 



Motezuma refohes to difpatch Cortez by an 
Jwering his Embajfy. He ajjembles his Nobles 



d gives Orders, That the King of Spain Jhould 
be acknowledged for Succejfor oj that Empire ; 
determining to obey him, and to pay him Tribute, 

as Defcendant from their fir ft Conqueror. 




H E S E Commotions, which had employ 'd the 
whole Care of the Emperour, being quitted , he felt 
that Difturbance, which the Remembrance of paft 
Danger leaves in the Imagination. He reafon'd with 
himfelf about his prefent State ; and it feem'd to him than 
the Spaniards had made too long a Stay at his Court 3 and that 
they began to think, that the Goodnefs he had us'd towards 
them gave them a Right over his Liberty. This induc'd 
him to refolve to familiarize himfelf lefs with them, and to 
change the Manner of his Conduct. He was afham'd of the 
Pretence Cacumazjn had made Ufe of in his Confpiracy, attri- 
buting his good Nature to Want of Spirit j and iometimes h 



d himfelf, as having given too much Occafion for thofe 
Murmurs. He was concern'd to fee his Authority fo di- 
minifh'd, which is a Jealoufy that conftantly attends a Throne, 
and takes up the full Place amongft thofe Paffions whereby 
Monarchs are govern'd. He was apprehenfive of a frefli Diftur- 
bance amongft his Valfals $ and left new Sparks fliould arife 
from that newly cxtinguifhd Fire, he was defirous of letting 
Corte^ know, That it was Time to think of his Departure, 
but could not meet with a handfome Opportunity to propofe 
ic to him 5 for Jealoufies are of a Nature not to be eafily 
confefs'd, becaufe they exprefs a Kind of Fear. He continued 
fome Days in this Irrefolution j but at length dctermin'd, that 
it was proper upon all Accounts, to haftcn the Departure of 
the Spaniards, a.nd thereby to remove that Obftacle to his 
Subjects Loyalty. 



L 
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This Affair he manag'd with notable Conduct and Prudence 5 
for before he communicated his Intention to Corter, he had 



prepar'd Replies to all the Arguments he cmld bring for his 



ger Continuance there. He waited till Corte\ cam 
him as he was wont, receiving him without the lead Altera- 
tion in his Behaviour or Countenance , and introduced the 
Difcourfe concerning the King of Spain, after the fame Man- 
ner as at other Times, declaring, what a mighty Veneration 
he had for him 5 and at laft s artfully bringing about what he 
at fitft had propos'd, faid, That he-, had" been thinking to nuke a 
Voltmtary Acknowledgment hf that Vajfala^e, which ivas dm to him, as 

S'ucceffdr -o/Quezakoal, and Proprietor) Lord of that Empire. So 

he realty ikidefflood it, And in this only he fpoke without Dif- 
guile r but he did not intend, at that Time, to furrender his 
Dominions to the King of Spain,' but to get rid of Corte^, 
and to haften his Difpatch - to which Purpofe he added, Tlmthc 

intended to affemble the Nobility of his (Realms , and to maize this Ac- 
kti'tipledgment in their Prefrnce, idxHt thy might all, after his Bxmnpk> 
pay Obedience-,- Md efiaUijh the VajfaUge by fame Contribution, m Mth 
he i&ouli alfo fet 'the Example j for that he had already provided fcUrd 
Jeivels, And precious Stones of great Value, to dijeharge this Obligation 
on his Tart, and doubted not hut his ISlobks mould contribute on theirs 
the rklteft and mofi "Valuable Tilings they 1xid 5 nor did he quefiion, hut 
that fo 'cvnfid-eraUe a Quantity mud be ■co'lkBed, as might he fit to ap* 
pear before the Prefence of Ins (prince, as the firft Acknowledgment of 
the Mexican Empire. 

This was his Propofal, and in this he •granted at once every 
Thing that he thought the Spaniards could have the Boldnefs 
to defire3 fatisfying both their Ambition and Avarice, in order 
to deprive them of all Pretence for remaining longer in his 
Court, before he order'd them to depart : And he conceafd, 
with fo much Artifice, the Point he aim'd at, that Hernan Cor*- 
te^, at that Time, did not difcover it, but return'd him Thanks 
for that Liberality, without feeming furpriz'd at it, or mag- 
nifying it, as one who accepted, on the Part of his Mafter, 
that which he thought his Due : and he was extremely well 
fatisfy'd for having obtain'd more than he imagin'd pradica* 
ble, at the prefent Juncture of Affairs. He afterwards, to his 
'Captains and Soldiers, extoll'd the mighty Service they fhould 
do their Kvng, if they could bring it about to have fo power* 
ful a Monarch dcdAirM his Subject and Tributary : He diftours'd 
^of the immen'fe Ricltes which with tins News wonld be ac-eon*- 
pany'd, that it might not appear a bare Relation, arid tun the 

3 Rifquc 
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Rifcjue of being thought incredible. And in Trut;h, he had 
no Thoughts at that Time of quitting his Enterprize,, nor did 
he believe it a Matter of any great Difficulty to maintain him- 
felf there, till they fhould know in Spain the Condition iri 
which he was, : and fend him Orders how to proceed. A Secu- 
rity into which he was brought by the great Favour of Mote- 
%uma, the Friends he was daily making, the Succefs with which 
all his Undertakings was attended, or by jfome fuperior Caufe, 
which animated him to the Expectation of ftill greater Mat* 
ters, left he fhould lofe Courage, and fcruple to proceed when 
he was within Sight of his utmoft Defires. 

But Mote^uma who drew his Lines towards a different Center, 
and knew how to refolve at Leilure, and execute with Speed, 
immediately difpatch'd away his Convocatory Orders to the Ca- 
ciques of his Realm, as was cuftomary when any publick Affairs 
of more than ordinary Importance occurr'd, without citing 
thofe who were at a great Diftance, that no Time might be 
loft in what recjuir'd the utmoft Difpatch. It was not many 
Days before they all arriv'd at Mexico, with the Attendance 
they us'd to bring to Court, which was fo numerous, that, 
had the Occafion and Cuftom been unknown, it might have 
alarm'd the whole City. Motezuma aflembled them all in the 
Apartment where he had taken up his Refidence, and in the 
Prefence of Corte^ (who was calfd to this Congrefs, and, with 
his interpreters and fome of his Captains, took his Place a- 
mongft them) made them a Speech, in which he laid before 
them the Motives, and qualify'd the Harfhnefs of that extra- 
ordinary Refolution he had taken. <Bcmal Dia^ del Caftillo fays, 
He held Two feveral Affemblies, and that Corte^ did not aflid: 
in the Firft : It may be one of his Ecjui vocations 5 for Hernan 
Cortex^ himfelf would not have conceai'd it in the Second Re*- 
1 at ion of his Expedition 5 and befides as they were then endea- 
vouring to fatisfy him, and were to place a Confidence in him, 
it was not a proper Time for fecrct Affemblies, 

This Tranfa&ion was carry'd on with great Splendor and 
Authority ; for the Nobles and Minifters which refidcd at 
Mexico, affiftod likewife at it. And Motezimia, casing his 
Eyes upon the Alfembly with an agreeable and becoming 
Majefty, began his Harangue 3 gaining the good Will and 
Attention of all, by laying before them, How much he loVd 

them, and how much they were ahligd to him $ putting them in Mind, 
That it, was from him alone they held all the Honours 4ml f)i?nities 

they ftfiefid: And from that Beginning ittferr'd, fyw mm they 

ought 
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ought to believe that he would propofe nothing to them but what was 



for their Inter eft, after having confider d on it with mature Delibera* 
tioiij confulted with his Cods , and receivd evident Signals of their Jp~ 

probation. 

He aftedted many Times thefe Lights of Infpiration, to give 
fomething that favour'd of Divinity to his Refolutions, and 
on this Occafion they believed him 5 for it was no No- 
velty for the Devil to favour him with his Anfwers. Having 
laid this Foundation of Recrimination and Myftery, he gave 
a brief Relation of u The Origin of the Mexican Empire 5 the 
Expedition of the Nabatlacas 3 the prodigious A&ions of Que- 
zakoal) their Firft Emperor 5 the Prophecy he left when he 
departed for the Conqueft of the Eaft 5 foretelling, by the 
Impulfe of Heaven, That his Defendants ftiould return 
to govern thefe Countries." Then he touch'd, as a Point 
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undoubted, " That the King of Spain, who mid in thofe 
Eaftern Regions, was lawful Succeflbr of the fame Que%aU 
coal" And added, u That being the Monarch, from whom 
was to proceed that Prince fo much (iefir'd amongft the 
Mexica?is 0 and fo often promised in the Oracles and Pro- 
phecies, which that Nation reverenc'd, they ought una- 
nimoufly to acknowledge in his Perfon that Hereditary 
Right, giving to his Blood that, which for Want of it, 
had been introducd by Election : And that had he come 
u himfelf in Perfon, as he had only fent his Embafladors, 
he was fo much a Lover of Juftice and Equity, and bore 
his Vaffals fo great an AfFedtion, that for their greater 
Felicity, he would have been the Firft to ftrip himfelf of 
the Dignity he poflefsd, by laying the Crown at his Feet, 
either to leave it to his abfolute Difpofal, or to receive it 
again from his Hand. But owing to his Gods the good 
cc Fortune that this fo deferable News was arriv'd in his 
Time, he was refolv'd to be the Firftto fhew his Satisfaction, 
and had determin'd immediately to pay him Obedience, and 
cc to do him fome confiderable Service : To which End he 
had deftin'd the moll precious Jewels of his Treafury, and 
defir'd that his Nobles would follow his Example, not 
only in making the fame Acknowledgment, but in ac- 
companying it with fome Contribution of their Riches, that 



the Service being greater might appear with the greater 
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Splendor in the Prefence of that Prince, 
In this Manner Mote^uma concluded his Difcourfe, tho' he 
did not utter it at all without Interruption ; for in Spite of all the 

Efforts 
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Efforts made upon himfelf, in this A6t of his, when 
he came to pronounce himfelf ValTal to another Prince, he 



found fomething fo fliocking, and fo repugnant to his Nature 



in thofe ExprefTions, that he paus'd a while, as if he wanted 
Words to proceed, and at the Conclufion, hefhew'd his Con- 
cern fo publickly, that fome Tears were ieen trickling down 
his Cheeks, which feem'd as if they had efcap'd his Eyes with 
out their Confent. And the Mexicans ienfible of his Diftur- 



bance, and of the Caufe from whence it proceeded, began like- 



wife to fhew their Concern, breaking forth into loud Sighs, de 
firing in Appearance, not without fomething that favour cl of 
Flattery, that by the Noife they made, their Fidelity fhould be 
taken Notice of 5 fo that Corte^ thought it neceffary to deiire Li- 
berty to fpeak, in order to encourage Motejjwia, and put him 



out of the Perturbation he was in, laid c '"That it was not the 
Intention of the King his Soveraign to difpolfefs him of his 
Royal Dignity, nor to make the lead Innovation in his Go- 
vernment 5 but that all he defir'd was, that they would 5 at 



the prefent AlTembly, fettle his Right to the SuccefTion, in 
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Favour of his Defendants, or Pofterity, by Realon of his 



being fo far diftant from thofe Regions, and fo taken up in 
other Conquefts, that the Cafe mention 'd in their Traditions 
and Prophecies might not happen in many Years. 5 ' With which 
Explanation Motezuma recover 'd Heart, re-ailum'd an Air of Tran- 
quillity, and finifli 'd his Difcourfe as has been obferv'd. 

The Mexicans remained aftonifh'd, and utterly confounded 
to hear fuch a Propofal, wondering at it, as a Thing fo very 
inconfiftent, and fo far unbecoming the Majefty of io power- 
ful a Monarch, and a Prince fo extremely jealous of his Au- 
thority. They look'd on each other without daring either to 
contradict, or to give any Sign of Confent, as being appre- 
henfive that by doing either they fliould but confirm him the 
more in his ftrange Determination, This rcfpcdtful Silence 
lafted till his Prime Minifter, as a Pcrlon who had a better 
Knowledge of his Prince's Dilpofition than any other, took 
upon him to fpeak for the reft, and laid 3 " That all the No- 
cc bles who compose! that AlTembly reipefted him as their 
Lord and natural Soveraign, and fliould be ready to obey 
whatever his Majefty had been pleas 'd to propoic, and to 
follow any Example he fliould think fit to let them 3 they 
not doubting but that he had well weigh d every Thing, and 
had confulted with Heaven 5 nor had they any Inftrument 
" more Tacrcd than that of his Voice, whereby to be inform d 
cc of the Will of their Gods." 

M m The 
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The whole Affembly agreed in the fame Opinion 5 and Her- 
nan Corte^ when it came to his Turn to make his Acknow- 
ledgments, dictated to his Interpreters a Speech no lefs artful 
than the former, in which he gave Thanks to Mote^tmia.^ and 
all who were prefent, for this Demonftration of their Refpect* 
accepting their Service in the Name of his King, without feem- 
ing to think it ftrange that they comply 'd with their Obliga 



tions 5 but rather as one who receives his Debt, and is pleas d 
with his Debtor's punctual Payment. But the Tears Mote- 
zuma had let fall were not fufficient, at that Time, to make 
Corte^ fufpicious of his Liberality, or to induce him to believe 
that he was then making Way for his final Difpatch, in which 
his being carry'd away by the firft Appearance will admit fome 
Excufe : For when he found that unaccountable Opinion con- 
cerning the Defcendants of Que^akoal received amongft them 
as an infallible and inconteftable Truth, and that they look'd 
upon Von Carlos to be undoubtedly one of them, this Demon- 
ftration of their Refpect did not appear fo very irregular as to 
make him fufpect it to be Artifice or Affectation. Upon which 
Supposition he might alfo attribute Mote^tima's Tears and Per- 
turbation of Mind, when he came to pronounce the Ctatifesof 
Vaffalage, to the fame Violence with which a King cjuks a 



Crown, and meafures the vaft Difference there is between So 
veraignty and Subjection 5 a Cafe in which the Spirit of a Man 
may fink without doing Wrong to his Courage. But it is to 
be believ'd, that Mote^uma y notwithftanding he iook'd on the 
King of Spain as lawful Succeflor of the Empire, had no. In- 
tention to make good what he oflter'd : His whole Aim was 
to get rid of the Spaniards^ and to take Time afterwards to con- 
fult his Ambition, without laying any great Strefs upon his. 
Word j Diflimulation being, amongft thofe 'Barbarian Princes,, 
in its natural Center 5 which unworthy Character, fufficieiM: to 
ftain the Honour of a private Perfon, other barbarous Stamef- 
men have plac'd amongft the ncceftary Arts of Reigning. 

However it was, from rhat Day forward, the Emperor Charles 
the Fifth was acknowledg'd lawful audi hereditary Lord o£ 
the Mexican Empire, in the Opinion of aU thofe People 5 a/nd' 
indeed deftind by Heaven to a m-ore real Poflfcflion of that 



Crown : Upon which Refoktion a- Publick Inftruracnc was 
form'd, with al'l 1 neceflary Solemnities, according to the Me- 
thod they us'd of paying Homage to their Kings : And* tho» this 
SubmHTion of Mote^uma and' his Vaffals to- the Emperor gave to 
Don Carlos little more than the bare Name of King, of the ladies y 

yet it was a Kind of myftcrious Infinuation of chac Title which 

1 he 
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he afterwards acquir'd by Force of Arms, upon juft Provocat- 
ion, as we {hall fee in its proper Place, and was a particular 
Circumftance which concurr'd in the Juftification of the Con- 
cjueft of that Empire, befides other Confiderations, which, in 
other Parts of the World do not only permit of a War, but 
like wife render it lawful, reafonable, and juftifiable, whenfo-* 
ever it appears to be undertaken as the neceifary Means for 
the Introduction of the Gofpel. 




CHAP. IV. 

The Gold and Jewels defign'd for the Trefent is de- 
liver d into the PojjeJJion of Cortex. Mo- 
te z u m a refohtelj teUs him, that he muji think 
of his Departure, which he endeavours to delay. 
Advice hrought of the Arrival of a Squadron of 
Spa ni ill Ships upon the Co aft. 

0 TE ZU MA, loft not a Moment's Time, but us'cf 

his utmoft: Diligence to bring about the Defigns he 
had in View, being now fully refolv'd to difpatch 
the Spaniards as foon as poftrble, as being weary of 
the Violence he did himfelf under that Kind of Subjection 
which he found he was oblig'd patiently to continue in as if it 
was of his own Choice. Full of this Care, he delivered to Cor- 
te^ the Prefent he had provided, which confifted of various 
Curiofities in Gold, with precious Stones, fome which he us'd 1 
about his own Perfon, and others that were kept for Grandeur, 
and ferv'd for Oftentation 5 different Pieces of the fame Kilter 
and Metal, in the Shapes of Animals, Birds, and f ifTres, the 
Excellency of the Workmanfhip delighting the Eye, and ex- 
tremely enhancing their Value: A great Number of rhofe 
Stones called Oralcuites, in Colour like to Emerald, and inrhevaft 
Efteemthcy had of them anfwering like oar Diamonds 5 together 
with fome Pictures made of Feathers, whofe Colours being 
natural, either imitated Nature better, or elfe they had- lefs to 
feign in Imitation: The Gift of a Royal' Mind, who found 
Himfelf opprefs'd, and defrr'd ro put a Price upon his Liberty. 
After that came the Pr dents of the Nobles", under the Title of 
a Conmbuckiit, whit It con filled 1 of Pi cm of Gold, and other 

Curiofities 
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Curiofities of the fame Sort, in which they vied with each 
other in their Obedience to their Prince, and not without fome 
Mixture of their own Vanity. All came dire&ed to Mote; 
and pats'd on, by his Order, to the Apartment of Corte^ who 
nam'd a Receiver and Trealurer, that they might take an ex~ 
a£t Account of what w^as deliverd 5 and in few Days they 
amafs'd fuch a Quantity of Gold, that befides the Jewels, preci- 
ous Stones, and Pieces of curious Workmanfhip, after they had 
melted down the reft, they found Six Hundred Thoufand (pefos 
of Gold in Barrs of good Alloy 5 out of which the Fifth Part 
was fet afide for the King, and of the Remainder, a Second 
Fifth for Her nan Corte^ with the Approbation of his People, 
and to defray the Expence of providing for the publick Necef- 
fities of the Army. He likewife fet afide the Sum for which 
he ftood accountable to Diego Velafquc^ and that which his 
Friends in the Lfland of Cuba had lent him 3 the reft was divided 
amongft the Officers and Soldiers, including thofe who were at 

Vera CrttQ 

Thofe who had Employments, had equal Shares but a- 
mongft the private Men there was fome Difference made, for 
they were diftinguifli'd and beft rewarded who -had done beft 
Service, or been leaft troublefome in the paft Difturbances. An 
Equity of a very dangerous Nature, ■ where juft Rewards are 
look'd upon as Grievances, and Diftindlion of Merit occafions 
Complaints. There were great Murmurings, and bold Words 
utter'd againft Hernau Cortex^ and his Captains : , For at the 
Sight of iiich a Mafs of Wealth thofe whofe Dcfcrts were, 
leaft required an equal Recompcnce with the moft deferving. 
Their infatiable Avarice could not poffibly be fatisfy'd, nor 
was it convenient to publifli . the Reafons of that unequal 
Diftribution. 

(Bernal Viax^ del Cajlillo difcuffes this Point very indecently, 

too much Paper in conlidcring and enlarging upon 
the Hardfhips the poor Soldiers underwent in this, Dilhibution, 
and goes fo far as to fet down every minute Expreflion this or 

that Soldier us'd amongft his Companions. , . 

He fpeaks more like anecejfitous Soldier, than, a , Hiftorian .: 
And Antonio de Hcrnra follows him without making fumcient 



long 



Reflection $ for it is, no lefs a Fault in Hiitory, to pals 
which, ought to tc well con fid 

upon that which ; may be omitted. But<both the one and. the 
other agree, that this Difcqntcnt of the Soldiers was quieted by 
the Liberality ot.CorteZj who, gave out of his o^n ( Dividend, 

all that was ucccflary to fat^fy; thofe who cpmplaia'cJ j and aftcr- 
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wards greatly prais'd the Generofity of that General 5 after, this 
Manner rather overthrowing than confirming, what they^ought 
not at all to have mention'd in their Narration. 

Motezuma, fo foon as he had, on his own Partj and. on that 
of his Nobles, comply'd with the Acknowledgment of Submif- 
fion offer'd in the AiTembly, fent for Corte%, and with an, unac- 
cuftom'd Air of Severity, told him, "That it was reafonable 
he mould now begin to think of his Journey, fince he was 
intirely difpatch'd b and that the Motives, or Pretences for his 
Stay being ceas'd, and he having receiv'd, for the Service of 
the King his Mafter, fo favourable an Anfwer to his Embafly, 
his Valfals would not fail of furmifing that he had greater 
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Views, if they faw him voluntarily continue longer in his 
" Court, nor could he himfelf any ways fupport him, 
" when Reafon was not on his Side." This fhort Intimation 
of his Mind, delivered in a Sort of menacing Tone, with Signs 
of a premeditated Refolution, was fo unexpected a Novelty 
to Corte^, that he paus'd for fome Moments, to call to his Affi- 
ftance his wonted Difcretion in the Reply he was to make 5 
and difcovering then the Artifice of thofe Liberalities and Fa- 
vours of the late AlTembly, the firft Motion of his Mind 
prompted him to return a refolute Anfwer, and to have Re- 
courfe to that fuperior Genius, by which he had the Afcendant 
over him 5 and whether it was with this Intent, or that he began 
to fufpecl: Motezuma might have fome Force ready to back him, 
fince he had deliver'd himfelf in fuch warm and plain Terms, 
he privately gave Orders to one of his Captains to make his 
Soldiers take to their Arms, and to be in a Readinefs for any 
Occafion that might offer. But advifing better with himfelf, 
he determin'd to feem for the prefent to acquiefce to his Pleafure, 
and to give fome Reafon for the Delay of his Anfwer, he 
handfomly excus'd his being cmbarrafs'd at feeing him mov'd 
more than ordinary, tho' what he had been pleas'd to order 
was nothing but what was very reafonable. He told him, "That 
he would inftantly go about preparing for his journey : 
That he had now every Thing ready which he wanted 5 and 
chat having before defign'd to execute it without farther De- 
lay, he had come with a Refolution of begging his Permiffion 
for the building of fome VelTels proper for io tedious a Voyage, 
having, as his Majefty well knew, loft thofe in which he came 
thither." With this artful and prudent Reply, he cxprefs'd 
his Obedience, and fufpended the Execution, freeing himfelf 
from his prefent Embarraflment, and gaining Time for farther 
Resolutions. 
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It is faicf that hfotekpmu had provided Fifty Thou fan d Men 
to fupport Bis Determination,! -and that he came full y refoiv'd to 
make himfelf oftey'd" by Fotce in Cafe' he 'found 1 there was any 
Occafton : But it is mod) eertaifr, that he greatly apprehended 
the Anfwerof Qurtet^ and 5 defird to avoid a Rupture 5 for he 
embraced 1 him with; particular Affection, being highly pleas'd 
with his Reply, which he feem'd not to have expected. He 
was pieas'd' that Dr^h-ad depriv'd him of the Opportunity of 
putting himfelf in a-Paffion, or breaking with a Perfon for whom 
he had riot only a Friendship, but likewife an Efteem, which 
came very fnort^of RefpeeV- and finding himfelf now free from 
thofe Apprehenfiorisyhe 1 faid, " That it was not his Intention to 
" haften his Departure withdtit furnifhing him with the necelfary 
" Means to put it jti Execution: That he ftiould, without De- 
u lay, difpofe every Thing for Building of the Vefiels 5 and in 
" the mean. Time; he heed not give himfelf any Difturbance, 
" nor ftir from his Court. That it was fufficient for the Sa- 
" tisfa&ion of his Cods, and the Quiet of his Subjects, rhat 
" he had {hewed filch Rea'diriefs to obey the Commands of the 
" firft, and to cbrnply with the" Demands of the latter." At 
this Time the Devil wearied him with horrible Threats, delu- 
ding him with Voices real or imaginary from the Mouths of 
his Idols, to irritate him againft the Spa?iiards. The frefli Ru- 
mours which were fp reading amongft his People, who very 
much refented that he had rhade himfelf the Tributary of a 
ftrange Prince, gave him likewife great Uneafinefs, they look- 
ing upon this quitting of his Authority as a new Grievance, 
which in Time would fall heavy upon the 'Backs of his Vaflfals 5 
fo that he found himfelf attack'd on the one Side by Politicks, 
and the other by Religion 5 and it was very much that he de- 
termined to give this Perrniflion to Corte^ as being mod obfer- 
vant towards his Gods, and no lefs fuperftitious to the Idol of 
his Ambition. 

Orders were irrftantly iflu'd out for the building of the Vef- 
fels. The Journey was publifh'd, and Mote^ttma made Procla- 
mation, that all the Carpenters of the Country round about 
mould repair to Ulua, affigning i!he Places where they were to 
cut Wood, and the Towns which were to contribute Indians of 
Burthen to carry it to the Dock. Bernan Corte^, for his Part, 
affected an outward Shew of Compliance: He immediately dif- 
patch'd away the Mailers and Workmen who had been em- 
ploy 'd in building the Brigantincs, and were well known now 
amongft the Mexicans. He difcours'd publkkly with them of 
the Size and Quality of thofe Vcflels, ordering them to make 



life of the Irpn-Work, Egging, a^.Sail,s p£> tfyofe w,hich were 
funk 5i arid all the Talk; w^ of the Voyage, as i^,it ha.d been re- 
fold on. Th^srhe 1^4^.¥^W.'#ep, (jue^d the growing 
Murmuring?, imd, cpn^ri^df himfcljt ;in Mote^timas Confidence. 




Bujt at the Time when the Builders were to, fit but for 
Vera Cmz^, thje General feat tf>x Martin, Loj>e^ a fiifta'wer 
Nation, Wrho f w^t as , chief Director, who as he was a con 
fummate Maflier in fhe ^rt, of Buil^og, was the better qualify ci 
to d;o his Dut-y as a, well-difcipiin'd Soldier : Corte^ gave him 
privately in Charge j • " fj(aat he {ho,uld go on by little and 
u little in the-; building of thpfe Yeflels, and endeavour to pro- 
long the Work as n^ucl}; as he, poflibly could, but ftill with 
fueh an artful Ivlanagemenr, that they might go on flowly, 



cc 



without feeming to delay." His Defign was, under the Co- 



lour of this, to keep tj^fflf ftill at Court, and give Time to 
his Commiff^ries Jlonfo ^ernande^ ffortocarrero and Franafco de 
Montejo, to return hqm Sfiaip, in Hopes they would bring him 
fome frefli Rjsctuits, pr; at leaft the Difpatches and Orders he 
panted fqr fae pire^gn .of his llndertaking, which he ftill 



firmly refo}v*d to. profecute : And in Cafe the laft Neceffity 
fhould fprce him ouf of Mexico, he defign'd to wait for them 
in Vera Cruz* and maintain himfelf under the Protection of 
that Fortrefs, making ufe of the Nations in Friendship with 
him to oppofe the Mexicans : An admirable Conftancy, which 
not only fuppprted him in the prefent Difficulties, but provi- 
ded againft thpfe which might afterwards happen. 

Within a few Pays Jiappen'd another Accident which quite 
difconcerted all thefe jyieafures, calling his Prudence and Cou- 
rage to a new Trja). Motezuma had Intelligence brought him, 
that Eighteen Sail of Ships were feen off the Coaft of Ulna, 
and his Minifters, who cpmmanded in that Part of the Coun- 
try, had fent the faid Ships and their Number | painted upon 
Cloths, which fery'd jn(tead of Letters 3 with a Defcription 
of the People they had feen in them, and fome Characters 
which fignify'ql what tl?ey fufpected of tjieir Intentions ; being 
Spaniards in Appeanmec, and arriving at a Time whe,n they 
treated of difpatching thofe who weje already in his .Court. 
Whatever Imprp^fipn thefe Reprefentations Jiad pn tjie fylind pf 
Mottztima, the Refqlt was, that he immediately fent for Corte^ 
laid the Picture before him, and .tpjd him, ■* That now the 
" Provifion he was making for his Journey was unnccetlary, 
" fincc fome Ships of his Nation werearriv'd upon theCoafts, 
" in which he might embark." Corte^ view'd the Painting 
with more Attention than Surprize 5 and though he did not 
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under- 
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underftand the Characters which defcrib'd them; he knewyby 



the Habit of the People, arid the Make of the Velfels, enough 



for him not to doubt their being Spaniards. The firft Motion 
of his Heart would have inclin'd him to Joy, fince he belie V\l 
for certain that his Com miflaries were arriv'd, and flattered him- 
felf that they had brought him very confiderable Sullies in 
fuch a Number of VelTels. ~ The Imagination is eafily carry'd 
away to that which it defires, and he could not fuppofe at that 
Time, that fo powerful an Armada was defign'd againft him $ 
for his own fincere, and noble Maimer of Acting would ' not 
permit him to entertain any other Thoughts, the Well-inten- 
tioned being with Difficulty brought to believe that which is a- 
gainft Jufticeand Reafon. His Anfwer toMote^uma was, "That 
he would depart immediately, if thofe Ships were bound back 
for any of the King of Spain s Dominions." Nor did he think 
it all lurprizing, that he mould have the Firft News of thefe Par- 
ticulars, becaule he was no Stranger to the indefatigable Diligence 
of their Couriers, and therefore he added, " That it would not 
be long before he fhouldhave an Account from the Spaniards 
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who were at Ze?npoala> by which Means they ftiould know 
with Certainty whither thofe Ships were bound, and the De- 
fies of their Owners ; and then he fhould fee, whether it 
would be neceffary to proceed in the building of the Veflels, 
or whether he might undertake hisjourney without them/' 
Mote^iima approv'd of the Propofal, being well pleas'd with 
his Readinefs, and acknowledged him to be in the Right : But 
in a fhort Time Letters came from Vera Cru%j in which Con- 
%alo de Sandoval fent Information 5 "That thofe Ships belong'd 
to Diego Veiafaue^ and brought Eight Hundred Spaniards to 
oppole Hcman Corte^, and his Concjueft." Which unexpected 
Stroke he receiv'd in the Prefence or Mote^uma, and ftood in 



Need of all his Courage and Refolution to conceal his Pertur- 
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bation of Mind. He found himfelf in Danger from the very 
Quarter from whence he expected Succour. The Juncture 
was truly defperate : Perplexity on every Side : Difcontents and 
Murmurings in Mexico, and Enemies upon the Coaft. But do- 
ing the beft he could to compofe himfelf, heconceal'd his Con- 
cern from Moteziima y foften'd the Account amongft his own 
People, and retir'd afterwards to reafon calmly, and be at more 
Liberty to think of a Remedy. 
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HAP. V. 



An Account of the Preparations made by Diego 
Velas o_u e z for the Deftruftion o/Hern an 
Cortez : The Army and Fleet which he Jent 
againjl him, under the Command ^'Pamphilo 
de Narvaez : His Arrival upon the Co aft of 
New Spain ; and his fruiilefs Attempt to reduce 
the Spaniards of Vera Cruz. 



I E left Diego Felafque^ full of Diftrufts, impatient that 
his Endeavours to detain Hernan Corte^ had prov'd 
abortive, difgracing, with the Name of Treafon, the 
Flight which his own Violence had occafion'd, that he 
might take his Revenge under the fpecious Pretext of aneceiTary 
Remedy. He received the Letters of the Licentiate Benito Mar- 
titty his Chaplain, with the Title of the King's Lieutenant, not 
only of that Ifland, but of all the Lands which fhould be dif- 
cover'd and conquer'd thorough his Means. He inform'd him 
with what Kindnefs or Acknowledgment he was defended, and 
protected by the Bifhop of (Burgos, Prefident of the Indies j and 
how far that Prelate dilcountenanc'd the Commifiaries of Her* 
nan Corte^. But, at the fame Time, acquainted him with what 
Benignity the Emperor had given them Audience at Tordefd- 
las y together with the Noife the great Wealth they brought had 
made in Spain j and of the mighty Hopes they already con- 
ceiv'd of that Conqueft, which they efteem'd preferable to all 

that had been made before. 

With his new Commiflion, Diego Velafque^ entertairt'd grea- 
ter Thoughts. The Favours of the Prefident made him bold 
and prefumptuous : And as human Pafiions increafe with Power, 
and the more Men are fupported by Authority, the greater Com- 
mand they generally take upon them 5 the Governor the more 
believ'd himfelf engag'd to refent the Offence he thought he had 
receiv'd, and which he regarded now with an Air or Superio- 
rity which perfuaded him that his Jealoufy was no more than 
doing himfelf Juftice. The Applaufes of Cortes^ made him 
impatient and outragious 5 and notwithftanding he was not 

forry to fee the Conqueft fo far advane'd, for the Obligations 
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of his Duty always left Room for the Service of his Soveraign, 

yet 

and Thanks for that which, in his Opinion, was due to him 
alone: So Vain-glorious wSijs he in ; the Value he fet upon his 
Share, in the firft Difpofition of that Enterprize, that, with- 
out any other Foundation ? ^ attributed to rumfelf the Glory 
thereof, and taught Wmleff 4p much Lord of the Whole, that 
he peliey'd the Very A^iohV by which x it was atchiev'd to be 
all his own. 

Upon thefe M^tjves, and with thefe wrong Notions, he im- 
mediately prepaid , to form .a Fleet and Army for the Deftru- 
£tjop of Cort?^ and all tnofe who had follow'd his Fortune: 
He bought Ships, lifted 'Soldiers, and went in Perfon over the 
whole Ifland, vifiting the Dwellings o( the Spaniards 7 and encoura- 
ging them to the Undertaking. He fet before them the Obliga- 
tion they lay under to redrei$ his Injuries: He fhar'd with them 
beforehand the lpimenfe Riches of that Concjueft, which, as 
he faid, was then ufurp'd by ill advifed Rebels, who, as they 
had pjdely made their Efcapes from Cuba by Flight, had left 
no Room for any to doubt of their Pufilanimity. With thefe 
Hopes, and fome Troops he got on Foot, wherein he confum'd 

the greateft Part of his Snbftance, he in a few Days got toge- 
ther a Body of Men, which, in thofe Parts of the World, both 
for the Number and Quality of the People, might be term'd 

a formidable Army, It confifted of Eight Hundred Spanijl 



Foot, Eighty Horfq, and Ten or Twelve Pieces of Artillery, 
with abundance of Provifions, Arms, and Ammunition. He 
appointed for chief Commander of that Expedition fyampbilo de 
Ntfrtw^,, a "Native of Falbdolid, a Man of Capacity, and of the 
firft Diftinftion in tha£ Ifland, but highly opinionated of him- 
felf, and obftina?ely pofitivein his Reiolutions. He gave him 

the Tide, of his Lieutenant, naming himfelf, Viceroy at leaft, 

of New Spain. 

He gave him hkewife fecret Inftructions, in which he order 'd 

him, ''That he fhould endeavour, to the utmofl of his Power, 

to take Con^, and fhould fend him Prifoner to him under 
a (ko&g Guard, una* he might receive from his Hands the 
c * P'Unifhment he had dcferv d: That he fhould do the fame 
a with the . Chiefs of «hofe. who follow'd him, in Cafe they re- 

" fus'd to abandon his intemft : And that he fliould take Pof- 
" feffloa^ in his Name, of alt that had beejo, cQncjuier'd, ad- 
* s judging' it to bt all wkkia his Oiiftri6t v as the King's Lieu* 
l< tenant.' AH this without ««aforving upon* any Accidents, 
which, pi ight hap pen 5 for ati e Appearand of fiich a Force, he 

thought 




thought he: cotold/cafily obtain aH that h# -pfopos'^j ^oniidetipe, 
a Vice familiatrto the JRafliohaee^ ejthar lootot^angei^ jah^ajys 
at a Diftance y ;jor is infehfible oE.fhe^ tillit j(^ffers .un^er^lie 
Difficulty 
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The Monks: of St.* G$roriimi>> w^prefided over the. $p$al 
Chamber . of .! Audience ; ^t; '.-$f, and; over tjieqother 



Mlands, with Supreme t Jin\i(^i^ioj^ 9 x s «r^fe iofof m'd ■ of th^fe. Pie- 
parations, and breleeing thej IncoFt^aiencks which might; refult 

from To pubheka Competition^ IdiMrtHe L,iceati^te Lucas-Vafqiie^ 
de Jyllonj Auditor of ,the [fame- R&yal Chajtiber, pf Audience, 



to endeavour tp. bring. iiD^o to Re&fqa 5 and if he 

found gentle Means insufficient, he- ; (]K>uld acquaint him. with 
the Orders hdcarry'd, commanding ftim, upon. great Penalties, 
to dilarm his . People, aad ,. unrig fois Meet,- and, ;not diftijirb or 
give any Impediment to the Con<|yeft in wfec{i ffiman Cmez^ 

employ d, ■ under the : Colour of. its belonging to him, .upon 



any Account or Pretence whatfoever : And fuppofing that he 
had any perfonal Complaint agairift; jbim , >or.;mi.ght claim, a 
Right to the Country he was then gaining for the King, he muft 
appear before the Royal Tribunal, , Where he fhould be fure of 
having Juftice done him in a regular Way. 

This Minifter arriv'd at the Ifle oiCub^ where he found the 
Fleet ready to fail, which confifted of Eleven tall Ships and 
Seven fome what larger than Brigantinels, all in very good Order $ 
and Vkgo VcLifque^ bufily employ d in forwarding the Embarka- 
tion oi: the Troops. The Licentiate, did all he poflibly could 
to reduce him to reafonable Terms; making Ufe of what Ar- 
guments he thought propereft to perfuade him todefift from his 
Enterprize, and to put his Confidence in him 5 reprefenting to 
him, " The Hazard to which he expos'd himfelf in Cafe Cortc^ 
mould ftand upon his Defence, fupported by thofe Adven- 
turers who follow'd him, and were now interefted in defend- 
ing what they had accjuir'd : The Damage that might arife 
when thofe Warlike Indians, newly concjuerd, fhould perceive 
a Civil War amongfl: the Spamar-ds. And that if by this 
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Mifundcrftanding, they fhould lofe a Cortqueft on w;hich 
they already fee fo great a Value in Spain, he would rifejue 
his Credit in an Undertaking of fo bad an Afpcct, without 
its being in the Power of thofe who were mofl inchVdi in 
" his Favour to defend him.'' Thea he fpoke on the I?^rt of 
e Royal Chamber, and endeavoured to perfuade himi, "To 

apply himfelf to the Tribunal, which wqulj^j con (i4^i^ s 
Caie with Attention, if he did n0c difcrcdit jo,by ihi& A&. of 
Violence." And laftly,, feeing him! iiHapaMe ,of Advice, fp 
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that r - ir every th irig which r mi not tend towards j the Deftcu- 
dftotf of Hernan-Coke^ktmi to him. utterly impracticable, he 
pafs*tron to the : judicial 'flPart, fhew?d his Orders, and caus'd 
them to be notify'd by an EfcriVans he had brought with him 
for that Purpofe ^-accompanying them with different Recjuefts, 
and Protefts • ; but ; nothing : w"a's fufficient to flop his Refolution : 
For the Title of the %iri£ 's , Lieutenant had fo rais'd him in his 
own Conceit, that it feem'd he would acknowledge no Superior 
in his Government, and ' oMinately perfifted in his intractable 
Humour. The Licentiate diffembled fome Indecencies without 
directly contradicting him, left he mould render him more 
precipitate $ and ; feeing that he endeavourd to haften the Em- 
barkation of his People,; ne;feign'd a Defire of beholding this 
Land fo much applauded 'and cry'd ; up, and, under the Prete?:t 
of Curiofity, offer'd to accompany them, to which Propofal 
Diego Velafque'^ eafily agreed, that the News of his Infolencc 
might come later to the Ifle of Santo Domingo 5 whereupon he 
embark'd, with the Approbation and Good Liking of all. A 
Refolution which whether it proceeded from himfelf, or from 
his Inftructions, feem'd well judg'd, and convenient for the pre- 
venting of any Breach amongft the Spaniards. He perfuaded 
himfelf, with fufficient Probability, that when he was far di- 
ftant from Veiajauez^ he might with more Eafe get his Orders 
obey'd, or that at lead his Mediation would be more powerful 
with Tampbilo de Nar\>ae%-$ and notwithstanding his Affiftance 
was a new Inconveniency, as we mall fee hereafter, his Z.eal and 
good Intentions were nothing the lefs meritorious: For tho' 
the Event does not always anfwer the Means which are made 
Ufe of to make an Affair lucceed, yet this Effect of Chance does 
not leffen the Merit of well concerted Defigns. Andres de Vuero 
that Secretary o( Velafquez^ who favoured Corte^fo much in the 
Beginning of his Fortune, likewife accompany 'd the Expedition. 
Some fay he offer'd himfelf for this Voyage, purely to {hare 
fome of that Wealth, by remembring Corte^ of the Services he 
had formerly done him - y and others fay his Intention was to 
mediate with Narvae^ and prevent, as much as he could, the 
Ruin of his Friend 5 which we rather chufe to believe than the 
former, as being fenfible that it ill becomes an Hiftorian to 
value himfelf upon maintaining ill-natur'd Conjectures. 

The Fleet fet fail, and having a favourable Wind, in a few 
Days they got a Sight of the dchYd Land. They came to an 
Anchor in the Port of Ulua y and <Pampbilo de NaWaez^ fent fome 
Soldiers afhore to get Intelligence, and make what Difcoverics 
they could in the neighbouring Villages. Thcfe, who knew 

- their 
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their Bufinefs, were not long before they furpriz'd and l t:6ok 
Two. or Three Spaniards, - who were ftragling about : 
Place: They brought them' before their Commander 5 arid the 
Men, either fearful of fome Violence, or inclined to Novelty, 
inform cl him of all that had pafs'd in Mexico, and Vera Cru^ y 
feeking to flatter him by difcrediting of Corte%. Upon this In- 
telligence, the firft Thing he refolv'd on was to treat with Gon- 
zalo de SandoVal about the Surrender of the Fortrefs under his 
Command, and to engage him either to maintain it for him, or 
to difmantle it, and with his Garrifon to join the Army. He 
intruded this. Negotiation to a Clergyman he had brought 
with him, nam'd Juan ^uis de Guevara, a Man of a lefs gentle 
Temper than his Profeflion requird. There went with him 
Three Soldiers who ferv'd as WicnefTes, and a Publick Notary 
in Cafe it fhould be found neceffary to come to Terms of No- 
tification. Gonzrilo de Sandoval had his Centinels in proper 
Places to obferve the Motions of the Fleet, and they gave 
Advice from one to another, bv which Means he had an 



Account of their Approach a good while before they arrriv'd : 
And being affur'd that there was no greater Number to fol- 
low, he ordered the Gates of the Town to be opend, and re- 
tir d to wait their Coming in his Lodgings: They arriv'd, and 
not without Prefumption of being well receiv'd. The Prieft, 
after the firft Civilities were over, and he had delivered his 
Credentials to Sandoval, gave him an Account of the Forces 
with which (pampbilo de NarVae^ was come to take Satisfaction 
for the Injury which Hernan Corte^ had done to Diego Velafque^ y 
by withdrawing from his Obedience 5 the Concjueft of that 
whole Country being intirely his Property, as having been be- 
un by his Order, and at his Expence. He made the Pro- 
pofal as a Point of no Manner of Difficulty, and that had more 
than iufftcicnt Motives, and expe&ed to receive Thanks for 
coming to offer him fuch advantageous Conditions, in an 

Affair lupportcd with (o much Force, and, as he imagined, fo 
much Reafon. Gon^alo de Sandoval anfwer'd him with lome 
Warmth, which he could not well conceal, " That (pampbilo 
de N^V^^was his Friend, and lo prudent and a loyal Subject 
of the King's, that he would certainly defire nothing but what 
jfliould be moll advantageous and convenient fo* his Ma- 
jcftys Service : That the prelent Jun&ure of Affairs, and the 
State in which the Concjueft was at that Time, recjuir'd that 
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fhould join his Forces with thole < 
perfect that which was now in fuch Forwardnefs 5 taking 



Care firft of their principal Obligation ^ for that the Qi 



i>p 



1 i 



re Is 




o The Hiftpry of $>e C Q & <LF e s if Book , JV 

" rfils and Animpfities of private Perfpns were- pot, at the King'* 

" £xpgnqe, to bp deci^eji by a Ciyjj $7ar : to fettjng th 



jCafe, that if, preferring fys own private ^eyer)g v e.to the Pub 
" lick Intereft, he mould attempt any Manner of Viojenc. 
" againfj: Hernan Corte^, fre fho^ld quickly l?e made fenfib^e 
" that not only himfelf, but all the Spldieis of tjiat Garrjfprj 



f£ would rather chufe to dye fighting by his -§icje, than 



cc 



gree to fo bafe and dif]ipnpurable an A&.ipn." The Prieft 
4 this Jjlepulfe, as an unexpected Stroke 5 and being 



more accuftom'd to fuffer himfelf to be govern'd by his Paffiori 
than to reprefs it, he broke out into injurious Language and 
Threats againft Hernan Corte^, calling him Traytors and went 
fo far as to fay, that Gon^alo de SandoVal, and all who efpous'd 
that Traytor's Intereft, defery'd no better Title themfelves. 
They all endeayour'd to bring him to Reafon, and to contain 
himfelf within the Bounds of Moderation, putting him in 



Mind of his ProfelTion, that he might be fenfible at leaft of 




the Confideration why they bore with him, But he, rai- 
ling his Voice, without changing his Style, commanded the 
E/cri'Vano, or Notary, he had brought with him, to publifh the 
Orders he had, <c That all might know that they were to pay 
Obedience to Nartae^, on Pain of Death/' But this was what 
could not be put in Execution 5 for Gon^alo de SandoVal told the 
Efcrivano, plainly, <c That he would order him immediately 
to be hang'd, if he prefum'd to publiih any Orders which 
did not come from the King." In fhort, the Difpute rofe to 
that Height, that Sandoval commanded them to be feiz'd and 
taken into Cuftody. But foon after, reflecting with himfi 
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pon the Mifchief they might do, if they return d exafpcrated 
to JSlarVae^, he refolv'd to fend them Prifoners to Mexico, that 
Hernan Corte^ might fecure them there, or endeavour to reduce 
them. This Determination he inftantly put in Execution, pro- 
viding Indians of Burthen, who carry 'd them Prifoners upon 
their Shoulders in a Sort of Chairs, which they ufed inftead of 
Litters. There went with them, as Commander of the Guard, 

a Spaniard he much confided in, whole Name was Pedro de So- 
lis, whom he charg'd not to offer them any Injury, or ill 
Treatment upon the Road. Sandoval difpatch'd a Courier be- 
fore, to give an Account to Cortc^, and took Care to get his 
People in a Readinefs, call d together his. Indian Friends tor the 
Defence of the Place, difpofing of every Thing as became a 
vigilant and careful Captain. It cannot be deny'd, but that 
he exerted the Military Power too far in the Imprifonmcnt of 



Ecclefiaftick, that being a Liberty he ougl 
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Inn; : had lien not done it with Political 




eonfiderin 




thatik would be. very ineonvenieint to haveaPerfon of fo vio- 
ientiand precipitate a Diifpoiition niar Narvae^, when they were 
to errdeavour 'to bring Matters tor ah Accommodation, Peace 
bsiqgwhat wak-fo very neceflary. Jtmaybe prefiim'd, that, in 
thiS Refolntion; if he had one Eye;turn'd towards his own Pri- 
vate Refentmenc, he had the other, npon the.Pnblick Advan- 
tages If he acted with this kft View, as his flrft .Calmnefs fetms 
to perfuade us^ whenhe fuifer'd the Priisft's Heat, and (hew'd him 
all due RefpecT:, then indeed his Conduct ought riot to be fo 
much conderrrn'd, at leaft not the' j&hole Action, becaule in 
fome Part of it he wanted a little Moderation 5 for fometimes, 
when a Man is warm'd, he goes thro' with what otherwife he 
could never, have brought about ; and in fueh Cafes Warmth 
ferves to give Life to Prudence. 
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The Precautions of Herman Cortez to avoid 
a Rupture. He makes Overtures of Peace, which 
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ry, proclaim d War, and feizes the Per/on of the 
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E^KJK C 0 <2^T E Z receiv'd frequent Advices 

, of all thefe Particulars, which plainly confirm'd what 
before he only fufpected : And fome little Time af- 
ter he underftood, that Pamjihilo de NarVae^hzd landed, 
and march'd with his Army directly for Zempotii<u This News 
made him, very uneafy, dubious, and irrelblute what Meafures 
he was to take, and, plainly fenfible of the Inconveniencies he 
lay under. He could think of no Way that was not attended 
with ill Conferences : To* fcek NarVae:^ in the Field with fuch 
unequal Forces, was Temerity ^ more particularly when he was 
to leave in Mexico a Part of his People, to cover the Quarters, 
defend their acquir'd Treafure, and keep up that Kind of; Guard 
which Motequma fuflfer'd himfelf to be under : To, expect his. Ene- 
my in die City, was the certain Way, to ftir up feditious Humours, 
with, which, the Mexicans were already but too much infected-, and 

to 
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fur'nrfhthem with^a fair Opportunity^ of taking tortheir Arrh&uni- 
der the fpecious c lPretext oB efence^r and by rftalciMeans ba^e 
another- Danger- at his Back : iTo.makfejOverroxes.of Psaoeit6 
TSlaritaeZj and follicite therUnion of Jtheirrefpedkive /Forces^ was 
indeed 7 the ^h^fomefir and moft icoifivenienB ^Method a£<pra* 
ceeding, but~<appear'd thenmoft difficult 3 ; confjdeiiing th£Per~ 
verfefrfefs and the Obftinaiey:of the fMan~'s; Temper- rheihaxito deal 
with) whom^^Befrdefpair'd ro" bring! to;!ReafonV^tiro- hefbould 
coridefcend even- to fue. for his Friendship, which-as/yet he bad 
not refolv'd upon, becaufe^a fubmiffiv/e; Condescension felddm 
gains upon an Jflfolent b^ m.Rro* 
pofals of Peace snake but ^a- very indifferent Figure. He con* 
fiderd the total Lofs of his Concpeft^ the Difappoinnmdnt 



of thofe great Beginnings 3 - the Caufe of Religion negle&ed 5 



the King's Intereft trod under Foot 5 and= what moft'of 



allconcern'd him was, to find himfelf oblig'd to feign Security 
and Content,- (hewing a Calm in- his Countejaa-nce whilfl his 
Breaft was agitated by a furious Tempeft, 

To Moteztona he faid, " That thofe newly arrived Spaniards 
c& were Vaffais to the King his Mafter, ajid' had brought a Second 
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EmbalTy, to fupport the Propofition he had already made 
That they came with an Army^ according tp the Cuftora of 
their Nation 3, but that he would endeavour to l difpdfe them 
to return, and would lfimfelf go along with thefri, as having 
now received his full Difpatches, fincie his MajeftyV. Genero- 
fity and Bounty had left nothing for thofe' new Comers to 
defire, they having no other Propofals to ma,ke but what he 
himfelf had already made and obtain'd/' 
His Soldiers he encouragcl with various fallacious Suppofi- 
tions, telling them, u That Narvae^wzs his very good Friend 5 
and a Perlon of fuch Honour, Integrity, and good Senfe, 
that he would not fail of hearing Reafon, and would infal- 
libly prefer the Service of God and his Soveraign to the In- 
tereft of a private Man: That Diego Vdafque^ had difpeopled 
the Ifland of Cuba purely to gratify His revengeful Temper 3 
and, in .his Opinion, he had lent him a frelli Supply of Spa~ 
niards wherewith to profecute his Concjueft^ for he did 
not in the lcafl: doubt, but he fhould make Fellow-Soldiers 
and Companions of thofe who were fent againft him as 
" Enemies." 

With his Captains he was lefs refeiVd. He communicated to 
them part of his Sufpicions, and reafon d, by Way of Preven- 
tion, upon the Accidents which might offer : He reprefented, 
not without fomc Aggravations, the (mall Skill NarVae^had in 

Military 
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Military Affairs 5 the ill Difpofition of his People 5 the Inju- 
ftice of his Caufe, and bther Motives of Encouragement, in 
which he concealed his real Sentiments, giving them in Truth 
more Hopes than he had himfelf. 

Laftly, He ask 'd their Opinion, as he was always accuftom'd 
to do in Cafes of like Importance 5 and difpofing it after fuch 
a Manner that they fliould advife him to what he thought beffc, 
he refoiv'd firft to try to bring Matters to an Accommoda- 
tion, and to make fuch Propofals to NarVae^ that he fhould not 
be able to refufe his Offers without charging himfelf with all 
the Inconveniencies of a Rupture : But at the fame Time he 
made Provifion for the War according to his wonted Dili- 
gence. He fent to his Friends of Tlafcala to get ready Six 
Thoufand Soldiers for an Enterprize in which it was poflible 
he might want their Service. He order d an Officer, with 
Three or Four Spanifh Soldiers, who had been in the Province 
of Chinantla to difcover the Mines of that Part of the Coun- 
try, to endeavour to difpofe the Caciques to a Levy of other 
Two Thoufand Men, and that .they fliould have them ready 
to march with him at the firft Notice. The Cbinantecas were 
Enemies to the Mexicans, and had declared themfelves for the 
Spaniards with Signs of great Sincerity, and had fent privately 
to offer them their Obedience. Thefe were a valiant and war- 
like People, and with whom he thought it would redound very 
much to his Advantage to reinforce his Army : And recol- 
lecting, that he had heard the Lances which they us'd in their 



Wars highly commended, as being confiderably longer than 
ours, and made of a very tough Wood, he order a Three Hun- 
dred to be brought, to divide amongft his Soldiers, and arm'd 
them with Points of tempered Copper, which fufficiently 1 lip- 
plied the want of Iron 5 a Precaution which fucceeded mighty 
well, both becaufe the Cavalry of NarVae^ gave him no fmall 
Xlneafincfsj and befides, he had a Mind to have Time to in- 
ftruft his Men in the Ufe and Management of thofe Arms, 
In the mean while Tedro de Solis arriv d with the Prifoncrs, 
fent by Gon^alo de Sandoval, of which he had inform'd Corte 
and expected his Orders at the Side of the Lake : But Corte^ 
who already had Notice of their comihg, went out to receive 
them with more than ordinary Attendance. He immediately 
order'd their Fetters to be taken off, embraced them with great 
Humanity, and the Licentiate Guevara, more than once, with 
with particular Civility, telling him, IC That he would chaftifc 
cc Gonzalo de SandoVal for the little Regard he had fhewn to his 

ci Perfon and Dignity/' He afterwards conducted him to his 
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Apartment, gave him his Tafrle, and with a feeming : £ 



tis£i£tion, intimated feveral Times, how mudh >he efteem'd'the 
Happinefs of ^having (pamphih de IStar^ae^ in dMt'Onmtry, cm 
Account of the paft Friendftiip and Intimacy that had been 'be- 
tween them. He took Care that the Spaniards Should all appear 
cheerful and hearty before him. He made 'him a Wknefs -ot 
the Favours he receive! from Mvte%tima y and the great Kefpe6t 



with which he was treated by the Mexican Princes. He prefent-ed 
him with fome Jewels of Value, which greatly mollify '<3 the 
Violence of his Temper. He did the fame by his Companions 3 
and without letting them know that he ftood in Need of their 
good Offices to incline NarV at> 2^ to Peace, he difpatcffd them in 
Four Days, fully perfuaded by his Reafons, and engaged by his 
Liberality and courteous Treatment. 

After he had taken thefe politick Meafures, leaving it to Time 
to ripen and to produce the EfFedt, he refolv'd to fend lbme Perfon 
of Account to make fuch Propofals to NarVae^ as were reafonable 
and convenient for the common Intereft and the Service of the 
King 3 and for this Negociation he chofe Fryer <Bartolomeo de OlmeJo, 



Perfon of known Integrity, Wifdom, and Eloquence^ and fup 



a 



ported by the Dignity of his Chara<5ter, making what Hafte he pof- 
fibly could with his Difpatches 5 and gave him Letters for Nar~ 
VaeZj for the Licentiate Lucas Vafque^ de Jyllon, and for the Se- 
cretary Andres de Duero, with feveral Jewels to distribute, as he 
fhould think proper. The Importance of a Peace was the Ar- 
gument of thofe Letters 3 in that to NarVae^ He courteously 
bad him welcome to thofe Coafts, with Expreflions of lingu- 
lar Refpedt and Efteem : And, after reminding him of their 
former Friendship and Intimacy, u He informed him ot the 
State of his Conqueft 3 acquainting him, at large, with the 
Provinces he had fubjedted 5 the Sagacity and Martial Ge- 
nius of the People 3 and reprcfenting to him the Power and 
Grandeur of Motc%iima" This he did, not fo much to mag- 
nify his own A&ions, as to make him Icnfible how much it 
imported them all to unite their Forces for compleating the 
Enterprise which was in fo great a Forwardnefs. He gave him 
Jikewifc to underftand 3 " How much they ought to fear, left 
the Mexicans, a coniiderate and warlike Nation, fhould come 
to the Knowledge of any Mifunderftanding amongft the 
Spaniards, for that they would very well know how to make 
their Advantage, and deftroy both Parties to free themfelves 
from a Foreign Yoke/' And laftly he told him, u That, to 
prevent all Difputcsand Accidents, it was abfolutely necellary, 

that, without farther Delay, he fhould acquaint him with the 

2 u Orders 



a 
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u 
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Orders he brought 5 for if they Xvere from fhe.Kihg, he>as 



a 



a 



a 



cc 



a 



11 



ready to obey them, give up his General's Staff, atrd the Aimy 
under his Command : But if his 'CortimifTion was only from 
Diego Velafquezj they ought both of them to co'nfider with 
equal Attention, how much they adventur'd 5 for thir in 
any Difpute where the King's Intereft wis concerned, the Pre- 
tentions of a Valfal were but of fmall Weight, and might 
be adjufled at a cheaper Rate 3 it b^ing his De : fi!gn to farisfy 



Felafquez^ fox all the Expence of his firft fitting out, and to dl 



vide with him not only the Profits but the very Glory of the 
Concjueft." After this Manner he concluded his Letter 3 
But thinking he had dwelt too long upon the Article of Ac- 
commodation, he added, by Way of Poftfcript, fonre brisk Ex- 
prclfions, letting him know, " That he did not make life df 
u Arguments becaufe he wanted Force 3 and that he khew as 
c< well how to defend, as how to propofe/' 

(pamphilo de NarVae^ had taken up his Quarter, and lodg'd his 
Army in Zempoala 3 and the fat Ca^tque was very careful and 
fedulous in the Entertainments of, and Attendance upon thofe 
Spaniards, believing they came as a Succour to his Frieiid Her- 
nanCorte^ but it was not long before he was undeceived : For 
he did not find in them the fame Manner of Carriage to which 
he had been accuftom'd by his former Guefts 5 and notwith- 
ftanding they had with them no Interpreter to itiake themfelves 
be underftood, their Adions fpoke, and their Proceedings fuffi- 
ciently diftinguifh'd them. He difcovefd in NarVae^ an im- 
perious ill-natur'd Difpofition, which gave him no fmall Trou- 
ble ; and he left him no Room to doubt when he law him 
take by Force all the Furniture and Jewels which Hem an Corte^ 
had left in his Houfc. The Soldiers, to whom the Liberty their 
Commander took fcrv d for an lixamplc, treated their Hofls 
like Enemies, and put in Practice whatever Avarice, and a 
licentious Thirft for Rapine, could dictate. 

The Licentiate Guevara foon after arriv'd, and related the 
Succels of his Journey 3 the Grandeur and Magnificence of 
Mexico 5 how well Hcman Corte^w&s received in that Court j 
how much he was clteemYl and beloVcl by Mbte^jima, and 
fpc&cd by his Valfals : Flecxtolfd the Humanity and Courtcly 
with which he had rccciv'dand entertained him j and from that 
he pafs'd on to what Corte^ lo carncftly deiir'd, that it might 
not be known that there was any Mifunderftanding amortgft 



re- 



the Spaniards : And he was about propofing an Accofnrtiodation 
ol all, but he could not proiccute his Diicoudc, loi 1 N<tt\>ac^ 
cut him ihort, telling him, " That he might tcturtt to 

u Mexico, 



m * 
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Mexico, if the Artifices of Corfe^had made fo mighty an Impref- 



a 



Hon upon him 5 and thruft him from his Prefence with great 
Rudenefs and Difrefpect." But the Prieft and his Compa- 
nions fought a new Auditory 5 Palling with that News, and 
with thefe Prefents, to the Affemblies of the Soldiers, and ob- 
tain' d what moft of all imported the Care and Diligence of 
Cortez^ 5 for fome began to commend, and incline to the Reafona- 
blenefs of his Arguments 5 others made Encomiums upon his 
Liberality j and all remain'd difpos'd to Peace, the moft Part 
beginning to have a Sufpicion of, and a Diflike to the Obfti- 
nacy and ill Temper of Nar~)>cie%. 

Father r Bartolomeo de Olmedo foon follow'd Guevara, and found 
in (Pamphilo de Nartme^ much more Pride and Haughttriefs than 
Good Nature and Humanity. He deliver'd his Letters, and the 
other having read them out of Compliment, and with the Air of 
one who puts a Conftraint upon himfelf, he difpos'd himfelf 
to hear what he had to fay j giving him to understand, That he 
fufFer'd the Embafly purely for the Sake of the EmbafTador 
The Father's Harangue was eloquent, expreflive, and fubftan- 
tial. He began with putting him in Mind of the Obligations 
of his Profeflion, to interpofe himfelf as a difinterefted Me- 
diator in thefe Differences j endeavour'd to fet forth the Since- 
rity of Cortex's Heart, as an Eye-Witnefs to all his Proceedings, 
and bound to fpeak the Truth. Next he alfur'd him, u That 

it would be no difficult Matter for him to obtain any Thing 
that mould be propos'd, provided it was reafonable, and for 
" the Service of the King." Then he reprefented, in elegant 



Terms, "What a Hazard they ran by thofe Mifunderftand- 



a 



CC 



" ingsj and what an extraordinary Advantage it would be to 

" Diego Vdajquez^, if he would co-operate with thefe Forces to 
a compleat the Conqueft and added : cc That having them 
at his Command, he ought to weigh the Ufe he was to put 
them to with the preient State of Affairs 5 a Point which 
muft be prefuppos'd in his Inftrudtions 3 fince it was al- 
ways left to the Difcretion of the Captain, to chufc the 
" Means with which he was to obtain the End he aim'd at : 
And a Commander was always oblig'd toa£t according to the 
Times and Accidents, left in the Execution of his Orders 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



" he iliould deftroy the Intention thereof. 0 

The Anfwer of NarVae^ was precipitate and confus'd j he 
faid, u That it did not become Diego Vcla/quc^ to make Con- 
ditions with a rebellious Subject, whole Chaftifcmcnt was 
the firft and principal Bufinefs of the Army he had under 
his Conduct : That he would immediately proclaim for 

" Traytors 



cc 



cc 
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Traytors all thofe who efpous'd the Intereft of that Rebel ; 



«£ 



cc 



u 



a 



and that he had brought fufficient Force to fnatch the Con- 
quer!: out of his Hands, without having any Occafion for 
the Advice of thofe who, being equally guilty, with the lame 
Reafons they had to tremble at his Approach, were endea- 
vouring to perfuade him." Father Bartbolomeo, ftill prefer- 
ving the fame Moderation of Temper, reply'd, " That he 
would do well to confider, what he intended to refolve up- 
oa 5 for before he arriv'd at Mexico, he would find whole 
Provinces of Warlike Indians, Friends and Confederates to 
Corte^, who would not fail to take up Arms in his Defence 3 
and that it would not be fo eafy to fupprefs him as he ima- 
gin'd, fince his Spaniards were all refolutely determin'd to 
dye with him 5 and befides, he had Mote%uma on his Side 5 
a Prince fo powerful, that for every fingle Soldier he had 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



<c 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 
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cc 



brought with him, he was able to raife a numerous Army. 
And laftly, he told him, That an Affair of this Nature was 
not to be refolv'd in Hafte, but requir'd Deliberation, and 
a fecond Reflection 5 adding, That he would return for his 



" final Anfwer. 



With this Bravado the Father took his Leave, for he thought 
it was neceffary to abate that Confidence Naryae^ had plac'd 
in his Forces, on which he chiefly founded his Obftinacy. 

He proceeded prefently to put in Execution the other Part 
of his Inftructions. He vifited the Licentiate Lucas Vafqne^ 
de Aylhn, and the Secretary Andres de Duero, who highly com- 
mended his Zeal, approving what he propos'd to NarVae^, 
offering to afiiffc in his Difpatch with their utmoft Power, in 
order to eftablifh a Peace, which was fo very neceffary to all. 
Then the Father vifited the Captains and Soldiers of his Ac- 
quaintance 5 publifh'd his Commiffion ; endeavour'd to fupport 
the good Intention of Corte^; made them all defirous of a 
Reconciliation 5 diilributed the Jewels and other Curiofities he 
had in Charge with good Judgment, and had Reafon to hope 
that there would be a Party form'd in Favour of Corte^, or 
at leaft in Favour of an Accommodation, had not (pamphilo de 
NarVae^, who had Notice of thefe PracHes, put a Stop to his 
Proceeding. He order'd him to be brought before him, loaded 
him with Injuries and Threats, calPd him a mutinous and jediti- 
ows Traytor, giving the Name of Treafon to his Sounding a- 
mongfl his People the Praifes of Corte^, and was determined to 
have fecur'd his Perfon, had not the Secretary Andres de Duero 
interpos'd, at whole lnftanccs he altcr'd his Mind, and fenthim 
Orders immediately to depart from ZemjmiU. 



R 



But 



cc 



cc 
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But the Licentiate Lucm Vajjuc^ dc Ay lion 7 being informed 
of what pafs'd, came very lealonably and gave his Opinion, 
That it would be proper fir ft to afiemble all the Officers, that 
they might confider more deliberately what Anfwer fliould be 
H returned to Her nan Corte^, fince he fhew'd himlelt dilpos'd to 
Peace 5 and it feem'd no difficult Matter to bring it about upon 
" Terms reafonableand advantageous to all. 5 To which Propo 
fal were very much inclin'd fome ot the Officers who were pre- 
fent : But KurVac^ heard him with a Sort of Impatience which 
favour d fomcwhat ol Contempt 5 and in Order to flop all their 
Mouths at once, he, before them alb made a iolemn Declaration 
of War, with Fire and Sword, againft Hcrnan Cortc^ caufing 
the fame to be publickly proclaim d, pronouncing him a Rebel 
and a Traytortothe King, and afligning a confiderable Reward 
to any, who fliould either take or kill him. Me, at thefame Time, 
gave Orders that the Army fliould prepare to march. But 
the Auditor Lucas Veldfque^de Ay lion, not being able to endure 
thofe Irregularities, and who was indeed oblig'd to put a Stop to 



inch violent Proceedings by his own Authority, commanded 



cc 



the Cryer to defift, and plainly told Karyac^ H That he fliould 
not ftir a Foot from Zempoala upon Pain oi Death, nor em- 
ploy thofe Forces without the unanimous Conlent of the 

cc whole Army.** He commanded the Captains and Soldiers not 
to obey him, and perfifted in his Protefts and in exerting hi 



s 



Authority with fuch Refolution, that NarVaes^ quite out ot Pa- 
tience, blind with Choler, and lofing all Reipeft to his Pcrfon 
and Function, order'd him to be ignominioufly apprehended, 
and immediately carry d away on Board one of his Vellels to 
the Ifland of Cuba. Upon which Fryer (Bartohmeo dc Olmcdo re- 
turn cl very much fcandaliz'd without any farther Anf wer 3 and 
his own Captains and Soldiers themfclvcs were fo highly in- 
cens'd, that the moft Intelligent, obferving he had prefum'd 
to arreft a Miniftcr of that Rank and Character, found them- 
felves oblig'd to look on till they could take forac Mcafures for 
the Service of the King j and thofe of lefs Judgment and Pene- 
tration had Matter lufficient for DifafFcdtion and Murmuring 

againft their Captain. This Infolcncc of N<in'ae> gave the 
Affairs of Cortc^ a happy Turn, confirming him in the good 
Opinion of the Soldiers 3 and the falfe Steps and Mifmanagc- 
ment of his Enemy rais'd his Reputation more than all his Di- 
ligence and Circumfpcdtion had done before. 



mm 
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H A P. VII. 



Mo tezu m a continues his good Offices toward Co r- 
t e Z and his Spaniards. The Alteration which 

Jome attribute to the Practices o/Narv a k x looked 
upon as ficlitiom and improbable. Cortex re- 

Jolves to depart, and executes that Refolution, lea- 
ving a Fart of his Force in Mexico. 





OME of our Writers report, that Vamphilo dc Nar- 
Vae^ held a Correfpondence of great Intimacy and 
Friendfhip with Mote^uma : Th.it Couriers went and 
came from Mexico to Zempoala, by whofe Means he 
ye him to underftand, " That he brought a Com million 
" from the King of Spain to chaftife the Violences and Exor- 
bitances of Corte^. That not only he himfelf, but all thofe 
who follow'd his Banners, were Fugitives and Rebels ^ and 
that having underftood how greatly his Majefty was op- 
prefs'd, propos'd immediately to march with his Army, 
in order to reftorc him to his Liberty, and the peaceable 

Impo 



cc 
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cc 



CI 



cc Pofleflion of his Dominions 

ftures of the fame Kind. To which they add, That Motc-^jima 
charm'd with thofe Hopes which fo agreeably flatter d his De- 
fires, not only carry'd on a friendly Correfpondence with him, 
but alfo made him feveral great and valuable Prefcnts, bci 
jealous of Cortex^ and defirous to regain his Liberty thro' th< 

underhand Means. We know not how this Intel- 
ligence could ever come to the Knowledge of Moic.-uma : For 
NarVac^ had no Interpreters to make himlelfundcrllood amongft 
the Indians, and fuch a concerted Negociation could never be 
carry'd on by Signs and Dumb-Shew. None of his Spaniards 



private and 



came to Mexico except 



Comp 



nions which SandoVal fentj and thefe had never any private 
Conference with Mote^tima. And even had Cortc^ been guilty 
of fuch a Piece of Negligence, they could not poflibly have 
been intelligible to each other without making Ufc of Jguilar 
or of 'Donna Marina $ a Cafe wholly inconfiftent with what is 

related of their untainted Fidelity. Wc mud believe then, that 

the 
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the Indians of Zempoala knew by the Behaviour, Countenances, and 
other exterior Tokens, the Enmity and Oppofition there fub- 
fifted between thofe Two Armies, of all which Intelligence was 
fent to Mote^uma by his Confidents and Minifters 5 fince it is 
not in the ieaft to be doubted but that he had the Account be- 
fore it was imparted to him by Corte^: But from his Actions 
it plainly appears, that he kept his Mind inviolably firm, and 
was wholly free from any underhand Defign againft the Spa- 
niards of Mexico. It is not deny'd but that the Emperor fent 
fome Prefents of Value to NarVae^ but it cannot be concluded 
from thence that there was a Corrrefpondence between them : 
For thefe Mexican Princes were accuftom'd fo to regale all Stran- 
gers who happen'd to touch on their Coafts, as Motezuma had 
done to Corte^ and his Followers 5 and he might conceal, without 
Artifice, that Mark of his Liberality, as being an eftablifh'd 
Cuftom, or perhaps to avoid feeming to make a Merit of his 
Gencrofity. But it is obfervable that in thofe very Gifts, whether 
conceal'd or otherwife, there were fome cafual Circumftances 
which turn'd to the Credit of Corte^ : For upon the Receipt of 
them, NarVae^ exprefs'd more Attachment to them than was 
becoming 3 for after he had counted them over with great 
Exactnefs, he order'd them to be fet afide with fuperabundant 
Care, without making the leaf! Shew of his Liberality to his 
greateft Confidents. And the Soldiers, tho' they are never fen- 
fible of their own infatiable Avarice, yet they never fail of con- 
demning it in their Generals, began to be difpirited with this 
Difappointment of their Hopes, and mixing their own proper 
Interefts amongft theCaufesoftheprefent Divifions, theyjudg'd 
Corte^ had the moft Reafon on his Side, as being the moft liberal 
and generous. 

Father Bartolomeo de Olmcdo at length return'd from his Jour- 
ney, and Hcrnan Corte^ found in his Relation all that he fuf- 
pected of NarVae^ : He was not fo much concern'd at the Con- 
tempt he fhew'd to the Propofals he had made him with Regard 
to himfclf, as he was on Account of the Undertaking. He was 
fenfiblc, by the Imprifonment of the Auditor Lucas faJijuesdcJyllon y 
what little Regard he had to the King's Service, who could carry 
his Infolence to fuch a Length. He heard without Refentmcnt, 
at leaft outwardly, the injurious and reviling Language with 
which he treated him in his Abfence. Authors do with Jufticc 
very much commend his Moderation, that when he rccciv'd 
Advice from feveral Hands of the Contempt with which he 
fpoke of his Perfon, the Indecencies and Bitternefs of his Re- 
flections, and how often he took the Liberty to brand him with 

1 the 
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the infamous Name of Traytor, he was never heard to utter an 
unfeemly ExprelTion^ or to call Tamphilo de ISlar^ae^ by any o~ 
ther than his own Name, A Mind not to be Sufficiently valu'd, 
which can receive Outrages, and at the fame Time preferve a 
Moderation ! 

Greatly did Corte^ comfort himfelf with the News which Fa- 
ther Bartotomeo de Olmedo brought him, of the good Difpofition 
he found in the People of NarVae^ who for the moft Part were 
defirous of Peace, and but little affe&ed to his Opinion 5 fo that 
he did not doubt but that he fliould be able to face him as an 
Enemy, and to bring him to the Terms he defircl either by 
Force, or the Dilfaffettion of his own Soldiers. He coinmu- 
cicated his Thoughts to his Officers, and having jointly and 
maturely conliderM the Inconveniencies on all Sides, they held 
it for the leaffc hazardous to take the Field with the greateft 
Number they poflibly could, and to incorporate the Indians 
who were ready provided in Tlafcala and Chinctntla^ and after- 
wards to march in a Body towards Zevipoala, with a Defign to 
halt in fome confederate Town, uhere they might be nearer at 
Hand to treat of Peace 3 having befides the Advantage of ca- 
pitulating with Arms in their Hands, and the Conveniency of 
being in a Place where they might pick up fuch of the People of 
TSLarVae^ as fliould determine, or be inclined to quit his Party. 
This Refolution was immediately publiflid amongft the Sol- 
diers, and received with great Applaufe and Chearfulnefs. They 
were not ignorant of the great Inequality of Number there was 
between them and the contrary Party 3 but in Sight of fuch 
Danger they were fo far from entertaining the leaft Thoughts 
of Fear, that thofe who lay under the leaft Obligations ot ex- 
erting their Zeal for the Caufe, claim'd a Title to be prefent in 
the Expedition 3 and it was neceflary to make Life both of In- 
treaties and Authority, when the Time came to name thofe 
who were to be left in Mexico 3 fo great was the Confidence 
they had fix'd, fome in the Prudence and Conduct, others in the 
Intrepidity and Valour, but all in general in the good Fortune 
of their Commander 3 for fo they tcrm d that extraordinary 
and uninterrupted Series of Succefs with which he was wont 
to accomplish whatfoever he took in Hand. A Quality which 
is of great Force on the Minds of Soldiers, and would be dill 
more iuperlativcly efficacious if they knew how to make fuitable 
Returns to the great Author of Nature for thofe unlook'd-for 
Events which are call'd Good Fortune, becaufe they proceed 
from a Caufe they do not comprehend. ¥ 



Hcman 
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Hernari Corte^, Wkhqfit delaying the Matter, provided 
beforehand with various /Pretences, repaired to Motezitmds 
Apartment, to give him an Account of his intended Match, 
concealing, as much as poflible, h]s inward Concern : But the 
Emperor oblig'd him to take a Turn different from what he had 
defign'd, by anticipating him, and beginning the Converfation, 
He received him, faying, 16 That he had for fome Time ob- 
" ferv ? d him to be vefy thoughtful, and was concern'd that he 
" fhould conceal from him the Caufe of his Difcontent; for 
Li he had from different Parts received Information, That the 
u Spanijh General redding iti Zempoala, came with bad Intentions 
u againft him and his: That he did not fo much wonder that 
" they fhould be Enemies for fome perfonal Prejudice, and 
" private Mifunderftanding, as that, being, as they were Vaf~ 
((L fals to the fame Prince, they fhould head Two Armies of 
" contrary Fa&ions, by which it plainly appeared, that one 
" of them muft of Neceffity be a Rebel to his Soveraign." 

This unexpected Account from Mote%uma, and the Manner 
in which it was delivered, might have embarrafs cl Cort 5 nor 
did it fail to fhock him in fome Meafure : But with that natural 
Promptitude with which he was always accuflom'd to difengage 
himfelf upon fuch Occafions, he anlwer'd without Hesitation, 
cc That thofe who made their Obfervations upon the bad In- 
u tent ions of thofe Spaniards, and the imprudent Menaces of 
" their unadvised Commander, had inform'd him of no other 
€C than the Truth, and he now came with a Defign to commit 
u nicate the fame to him, having not had it in his Power to 
cc comply fooner with this Obligation, becaufe Father (Bartolo* 
" meo de Olmedo was but juft arriv'd with the fir ft Account of 
" the News. That notwithstanding the 5/ mnijh Captain, who 
" was at Zempoaln^ had given fome Proofs of a diforderly Pal- 
" fion, yet he was not to be look 'd upon as a Rebel, but ra- 
u ther as a Perfon deceiv d, who imagined he was ferving his 
<c Prince while he was doing the Reverie 5 for he camethicher in 
" Quality of a Subftitute, or Lieutenant, from a mifinform'd 
" Governor, who rcfidingin a very remote Province, was not ao 
" cjuainted with the laft Refolutions of the Court of Spain, and 
" was perfuaded that the Duty of this Embaffy in which himfelf 
" was employ 'd was his Property, and ofRightbelong'dtohim: 
" That all the Preparations of fo frivolous a Precaution would 
ct eafily vanifli, without any farther Trouble than his laying 
" before him his own Difpatches, by Virtue of which he had 
" full Power and JurifditSlion over all the Spaniards , both Offi- 
" cers and others, who fliould arrive upon thofe Coafts : 

3 " And 
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" And chat therefore, before his Ignorance and tylifinfopriatiofi 
ftiould engage him to take any farther falfe Steps, he hgd 



a 



cc refolv'd to diredl his M*rch toZempoak, with great Parr 
of his Forces, to difpofe thofe Spaniards to return fp their 

Ships 5 and that he would make them fenfible, that they 
were now to refpeft the Subjects of the Mexican £mpjre as 
People admitted under the Protection of the King ol Spain: 
That he would immediately put this in Execution, the prin- 
cipal Motive of his haftening his Departure being the juft Gofl- 
fideration of not preventing them from approaching his Court, 
that Army being compose! of Men lefs difciplin'd and 
governable than became thofe who were to be admitted 
into that Neighbourhood, without running the Hazard of 



cc 



u 



u 



u 
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occafioning fome Difturbance amongft his YalTals." 



After this Manner Corte^ endeavour'd, as well as he could, to 
incereft that Prince in his Refolutipn 3 and Moteziimay who al- 
ready knew the Vexations and Inconveniencjes of which the 
Zempoalans complain 'd, commended his Defign j holding it ex 
pedient, that he fliould endeavour to keep at a Diftance from 



the Court Troops of fuch violent and irregular Proceedings : 
But it appear'd to him as an Act of Temerity in Corte^ y that 
fince thoie Spaniards had already declar'd themfelves his Ene- 
mies, and were fo difproportionately fuperior to him in Force, 
he fhould offer to expofe himfelf upon fuch precarious Terms 5 
jfince, in his Opinion, if he came off well, he mud: needs be 
difregarded, tho' he flood a far worfe Chance. He offer'd to 

furnifli him with an Army that fliould fupport him, the Leaders 
whereof fliould be under his Command, and intirely at his 
Devotion, fince he would give them flrict Orders to refpect 
and obey him as they would do himfelf if he went in Perfon : A 
Point which he repeated, and with many Inftances earneftly 
infifted upon, by which he gave convincing Proofs of his Sin- 
cerity and Affection, without any Mixture of Fallacy or Affe- 
ctation. But HenianCorte^ gratefully thank d him for his friendly 
Offers, tho', at the fame Time, he excus'd himfelf from accepting 
them 3 for in Reality he plac'd but a flender Confidence in the 
Mexicans, neither did he care to run the Hazard of admitting 
Auxiliary Forces which might command him $ as one who well 
knew how embaraiung it was in Actions of War, to have at 
once the Front engag'd by a known Enemy, and the Sides and 
Rear furrounded by Friends not much to be confided in. 

The Motives of his Journey being after this Manner fome- 
what foften'd, he next employ'd his whole Care in making all 
neceflary Preparations for his fecting out, with a D?fign co gee 

what 
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what Intelligence he was able, before NarVae^ fhould make any 
Movement. He determine! to leave in Mexico Eighty Spaniards 
under the Command of Tedro de Jberado^ which in the Opi- 
nion of all was moft prudently refolv'd, becaufe that Officer 
was highly in Mote%iwias Favour, befides his being a Gentleman 
of great Courage and good Senfe, and had the Advantage of be- 
ing an accomplished Courtier, and together with a free enga- 
ging Behaviour, he had all the Refolucion that was neceflary 
to overcome the greateft Difficulties, and could have Recoude 
to Policy when he found Strength was not Sufficient. T he Ge- 
neral gave him in Charge, a That he fliould do his utmoft to 
keep Motezjima in that Kind of Liberty which might make 
him infenfible of Confinement, and fliould prevent, as much as 
cc poflible, his having any long Conferences with the Mexicans" 
He left under his Care all the Treafure, as well that belonging 
to the King his Soveraign, as to particular Perfons 5 and above 
all he made him lenfible, how much it imported to keep that 
Part of his Forces in the Mexican Court, and that Prince at 
his Devotion j that being the Point to which he ought to di- 
rect all his Anions, as the Foundation of their Common 
Security. 

To the Soldiers he gave Orders, cc That they fliould obey their 
Captain, and ferve, and refpe<5t Mote^uma with greater Dili- 
gence, Circurnfpe&ion, and Submiflion than ever 3 and that they 
be careful of maintaining an amicable Correfpondence with 
thofe of his Family and Court : Exhorting them, for their 
own Security, to Union among themfelves, and Civility to- 
" wards others." 

He difpatch d a Courier to Gon^alo de SandoVal, with Or- 
ders, " That he fliould march out to meet him, or, with the 
u Spaniards under his Command, wait his Coming at the Place 
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here he proposed to halt, leaving the Fortrefs of Vera Cru 



of the Con fed 



Me 



little lefs than abandoning it. But it was not now Time to 
think of dividing his Forces, neither would that Fortification, 
which was built only to keep off" the Indians, be capable of refi- 
tting the Spaniards if they had a Mind to attack it. He took Care 
of what Provifions were necelfary, that he might not have them to 
feek, or be fore'd to extort them from the Peafants. He procur'd a 
Body of Indians of Burthen, who were to carry the Baggage 5 and the 
next Day being fix'd upon for the March, he ordcr'd High-Mafs to 
be celebrated, whereat he commanded,that all the Soldiers fliould 
be prefent, in order to recommend to God the good Succefs of 
their Entcrprizc; protefting before the Altar, "That he defir'd 

" nothing 
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g but to do Service to God and his King, which in that 



Cc 



u 



Juncture he laid were infeparable : That he went without 
Hatred, Malice, or Ambition, which Confederation he would 
always retain, and was aflur'd that the Juftice of his Caufe 



Id plead for him before God and Man 
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He next went to take his Leave of Mote^uma, and earneftly 
queried him, " That he would protect that fmall Number of 
Spaniards, he left with him, and would be pleas'd not to aban- 
don them upon any Account whatfoever 5 for the lean: 
Change or Diminution of his Favour towards them might 



occafion g 



hich would require extra- 
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ordinary Remedies if his Subjects mould perceive any 
terationin his Management 5 and that he mould be very forry 
to find himfelf, at his Return, oblig'd to approach that Perfon 
complaining, from whofe Prefence he departed fo well fatisfy'd." 
To which he added, " That <pedro de AlVarado was left to repre* 
fent his Perfon 5 and as by that Commiflion the Prerogatives of 
an Embaffador belong'dto him, during his Abfence: That he 
had bound him under an Obligation to aflifb in every Thing 
that mould be for his Majefty's greater Service 5 and that he 
did not doubt but he fhould return very fpeedily to his Pre- 
ic-ce, free from all thefe Perplexities, to receive his Orders, 
prepare for his Voyage, and carry to the Emperor his Sove- 
raign, together with his Majefty's magnificent Prefents, the 
News of his Friendship and Confederacy, which would be to 
him the Jewel of far greater Value than 
Moteziima, again began to exprefs his Concern, that he fhould 
offer to let out with fo unequal a Force, and intreated him, 
That if there was no other Way to decide their Difputes but 
by Arms, he would endeavour to delay the coming to an 
open Rupture till the Arrival of the Mexican Succours, which 
he would not fail to get ready, in what Number he defir'd. 
He gave him his Word not to forfake the Spaniards which he 
left with Tcdro dc AbaraJo, nor change his Habitation during 
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u his Ablence." Antonio dc Harem adds, That he accompany 'd 
him a good Way out of Town with his whole Retinue of Cour- 
tiers 5 but malitioufly attributes this Refpecl: not to any real 
Friendfhip, but to the earned Defire he had to fee him- 
lelf freed from the Spaniards, fuppofing him to be already dis- 
affected to Hernan Cortc^ and his Followers, and glad to get rid 
of them at any Rate. What appears is, that he punctually 
kept his Promile, pcrfevering both in his Continuance with the 
Spaniards in their Quarters, and in his accuftom'd Kindnefs and 
Familiarity to them, notwithstanding great Difturbances hap- 

T t pen d, 
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peti'd, all which he might have remedied by returning to his 
own Palace. And in his whole Procedure, as well in what he 
did in the Defence of thofe Spaniards who were near his Perfon, 
as in \vhat he left unattempted againft the reft in that Difunion 
of their Forces, it is evidently demonftrable, that he cannot be 
juftly charg'd with the leaft Double-Dealing, or any Alteration 
in his Behaviour towards them. It is true, that at laft he began 
to wifh they were gone, becaufe the Quiet of his whole Realm 
abfolutely requir'd it 5 but he never once refolv'd to break 
with them, or ever forgot the Royal Safe-Guard under the 
Protection of which they refided at his Court. Thefe Principles, 
which indeed leem to belong to a better taught and lefs barbarous 
Prince, and little anfwerable to Mbte^uma s natural Difpoficion, 
yet fo total a Change of this Indians Temper may be lookd upon 
as one of the Miracles which God wrought to facilitate the 
Cbntjueft : For the extraordinary Affection and Inclination, 
with that awful Dread and Deference, which he always had for 
Cortex, were fo directly oppofite to his unbounded Pride and 
Refervednefs, that every one of his Actions which fo notori- 

oufly contradicted Nature, may very well be imputed to a 
Divihe Infpiration. 




CHAP. VIII. 

Hern an Couth 7. direHs his March towards 

4 

Zempoala. Is dif appointed of the Succours which 

he expelled from Tlafcala. Continues his March 

as far as Motalequita ; from whence he again makes 

Overtures of Peace, and, with new Trovocation, 
declares JVar. 

HEY began their March, following the Road of Cho- 
lula with all the Caution and Care which the Security 
of the Army requir'd, and which Cuftam had now 
made eafy to the Soldiers, by long Experience grown 
perfect in the Art of War, inur'd to the Hardfliips which attend 
it, and accuftom'd to obey without Murmuring or Difputing. 
They were recciv'd in that City with a chcarful Welcome 3 the 
fef vile Dread with which thefe People firft paid their Obedience 
being now converted into an unfeigned affectionate Veneration 

• for 
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for their Conquerors. From thence they pafs'd on to Tla/cala, 
and half a League from that City they found a fplendid Ap- 
pearance of the Nobility, and the whole Senate. The Entrance 
was celebrated with great Demonftrations of Joy, anfwerable 
to the frefh Lawrels with which the Spaniards return d, after ha- 
ving depriv'd Motezuma of his Liberty, and fomewhat abated 
the exorbitant Pride of the Mexicans. A Circumftance which 
increas'd their Applaufes, and greatly betterd the Treatment 
of the Army. The Senate immediately went to deliberate up- 
on the Anfwer which they were to give to Hernan Corte^ con- 
cerning the Auxiliary Forces he had defiYd of the Republick. 
And here we find another Difagreement of our Authors, which 
unhappily too frequently occur in thefe Accounts of the Indies, 
obliging us fometimes to embrace that which has the greateft 
Appearance of Probability, and very often ro beat abundance 
of Trouble to fearch for what is only polfible. (Denial T)ia\ 
fays, That he demanded Four Thoufand Men, and that they 
gave him a Refufal, with the Pretence, That their Soldiers 
durft not take up Arms againft the Spaniards, for that they 
found themfelves incapable of refilling the Horfes and Fire- 
Arms. And Antonio de Herrera affirms, That they gave Six Thou- 
fand effective Men, and offered him a greater Number 5 which 
he fays were actually incorporated amongft the SpaniJJ? Com- 
panies, and that at Three Leagues Diftance from their City 
they return'd Home, as not being accuftom'd to fight far from 
their own Confines. But be it as it will, for it is not of any 
Importance, nor can we pretend to rectify every Error, it 
is very certain, that the Tlajcalans did not appear upon this 
Occafion. Hernan Cortc^ demanded their Militia more to make 
a Noife and Shew with NarVaez^ than that he much confided 
in their Arms, or depended on their Service againft the 
Spaniards. 

But it is likewife certain, that he parted from that City 
without Complaint or Diftruft of the Tlajcalans 5 for he fought 
them afterwards, and found them always ready when he had 
any Occafion for their Service againft other Indians^ upon which 
Occafions they were valiant and refolute, having always 
prefcrv'd their Liberty in Spite of the whole Power of 
the Mexican Emperor, fo near his Capital City 5 and that 
under the Reign of a Prince who center'd his grcateft Va- 
nity in the Renown of being cali'd a Conqueror. The Army 
ftay'd but a fliort Time in Tlafcala, and, haftening their 
March, they pafs'd on to Matalequita, a Town of Indian Friends, 
diftant Twelve Leagues from ZempoaUy where, almoft at the 

la m e 
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fame Inftant, he was join'd by Gonzalo ck Sandoval, with the 
Troops under his Command, and Seven Soldiers more, who, 
the Day after the Imprifonment of the Auditor Lucas Fafque 



de Ayllon, had from the Army pafs'd to Vera Crw^, as from that 
Adtion having a Sufpicion of the Party they were engag'd in. 
From thofe Spaniards Corte^ was inform 'd of all that was tranf- 
acted in his Enemy's Quarters, and Sandoval gave him an exadfc 
Account of all : For before fetting out he found Means to 
introduce into Zcmpoala Two Spanifi Soldiers, who mod artfully 
imitated the Behaviour and Gelture of the Indians, nor were 

A 

they very much unlike them in their Complexion : Thefe 
Men voluntarily and chearfully ftripp'd themlelves, and con- 
cealing their Nakednefs with the barbarous Cloathing of that 
Country, early in the Morning enter'd into Zempoala^ with each 
a Basket of Fruit upon his Head, and placing themfelves a- 
mongft the reft of thole who fold that Sort of Provifion, truck d 
their Fruit for Glafs, and fo defirous were they in feigning their 
Eagernefs after Trifles, and the Simplicity of the Native Pea- 
fants, that no one regarded them 5 fo that they went all about 
the Town, and elcap'd in Safety with what Intelligence they 



had got : But not contented with only this, they refolv'd 



to bring Proof of what Sort of . Watch this Army kept in the 
Night, and return'd a Second Time, with each of them a 
Load of Grafs, amongft fome Indians who had been out a For- 
raging 5 and did not only difcover the Enemy's little Vigi- 
lance in their Quarters, but confirm 'd it by bringing off to 
Vera Cru^ a Horle which they had the Addrefs to convey a- 
way from the very Parade, without meeting with the lead 
Oppofition 5 and it happend to belong to Captain Sabatierra, 
one of the mod zealous Sticklers in exafperating TSLar^ae^ a- 
gainft Hernan Corte^ : A Circumftance which made the Prize 
much more valuable. Thefe Two Soldiers, notwithstanding 
they perform'd, upon this Occafion, all that could be expected 
from Induftry and undaunted Relolution, yet their Names are 
unfortunately and unjuftly conceald, in a Defign fo well exe- 
cuted, and in a Hiftory wherein we find, at every Step, Actions 
of far lcls Moment regifter'd as Honours to the Name of the 
Performers. 

Corte^ founded a great Part of his Hopes upon the fmall 
Skill and Experience the oppofite Party had in Military Af- 
fairs ; and the Negligence and fupine Security with which Pam- 
philode NrtrVd^govcrn'dthe Troops under his Conduct, furnifh'd 
his Imagination with various Dcfigns : This Supinity pro- 
ceeded, as Corte^ very well knew, from the Contempt in 

which 
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which chat General held the inferior Force of the Mexican- 
Spaniards 3 nor was Corte^ at all difpleas'd to fee himfelf and his 
Partifans fo contemn'd, fince it caus'd fuch a Security in the 
Enemy's Army 5 a Security fo favourable to his Pretentions, 
and which feem'd to fight his Battle for him : Nor was he out 
in that Manner of arguing 3 it being demonffcrably evident, 
that Security is an utter Enemy to all Precaution, and has 00 
cafion'd the Ruin of many a Commander. It ought to be 
reckon'd amongft the greateft Dangers of War 5 for, generally 



(peaking, when Two Armies come to meafure their Strength, 



the delpis'd Enemy gets the better. In the mean while Corte^ 
was not idle $ and tho' he prefs'd his Competitor with repeated 
Inftances to accommodate their Difference in an amicable 
Way, as wifely coniidering that Propofals of Peace ought to 
precede the Rupture on his Side, yet he made all neceffary 
Preparations for War. 

He mufter'd his Men, and found he had Two Hundred, Se- 
venty Six Spaniards, including the Officers, and thofe who came 
from Vera Cru^ with Gon^alo de SandoVal, without reckoning 
the Indians of Burthen he had to carry the Baggage. After this 
he difpatch'd Father (Bartolomeo de Olmedo a lecond Time, to 
make his ultimate Efforts for the adjufting of all Matters in 
Difpute $ but it was not long before that Ecclefiaftick fent 
him Advice of the fmall Succefs of his Negociation. But 
Corte^ defiring (till to do fomething more in order to juftify 
himfelf, and to gain Time till the Two Thoufand Indians 
which he expected from Cbinantla were arriv'd, he reiolv'd to 
fend Captain Juan Vela/qac^ de Leon, as believing, that by his 
Authority, and his near Relation to Diego Velajque^ his Me- 
diation might be better accepted. He had long Experience of 
his Fidelity, and but a few Days before he had repeated his 
Proteftations of dying by his Side, if there was Occaiion, and 
put into his Hands a Letter fent him by TSiaryac^, wherein he 
made him very advantageous Offers, if he would efpoufe his 
Intereft. A Proof or his Friendfhip and Integrity, which Sin- 
cerity and ingenious Procedure Corte% return'd by confiding 
to his Management io important a Negociation. It was ge- 
nerally belie v d, when he arriv'd at Zempoala> that he came 
determine! to follow the Banners of his Kinfman 'fiicgo Vclaj- 
quc^ j and NarVae^ with a numerous Retinue went out to re- 
ceive him : But when he began to underftand his CommilTion, 
and found he was endeavouring to juftify and fupport the Caule 
of his Enemy C'orr^, lie broke off the Dilcourle, and with 
fome Paffion abruptly left him, tho' not altogether without 

U li Hopes 
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Hopes of reducing him 5 for before he renewed the Conver- 
sation with him, he gave Orders to mufter his whole Force 
in his Prelcnce, defiring, in Appearance, either to terrify or 
convince him with this vain Oftentacion of his Strength. Some 
advis'd Nartae^ to fecure his Perfon^ but that he durft not at- 
tempt, by Realon that Gentleman had many Friends in the 
Army 5 on the contrary he invited him to Dinner the Day fol- 
lowing, as he iikewife did all the Officers who were his greateft 
Friends, and in whom he mod confided, to aflift him in his En- 
deavours to bring that Captain over to his Party. The Be- 
ginning of the Convertation was all Civility and Comple- 
ments : But amidft their Mirth, and the Liberties of the Feaft, 
there began foon after fome Ralleries to be introduced againft 
Corte^ And notwithftanding Captain Juan Velafqucs for fome 
Time endeavourd to diflxmble his Uneafinefs, that he might 
not ruin the Negociation he was intruded with 3 yet, when 
they came to indecent Expreffions, and utter d injurious Inve- 
ctives againft Corte^ he could no longer contain himfelf, but 
laid aloud with fome Warmth 5 "That they fliould enter upon 
fome other Difcourfe, and not revile and fpeak ill of his 
ablent General, in his Prefence5° adding, "That who- 
foever amongft them all, who did not efteem both Hcnwi 
Corte^, and every one of his Partifans for good and loyal Sub- 
" jedfcs to the King of Spam, he would fay it before fewer Wit- 
a nefles, and he would undeceive him after what Manner he 
" pleas'd." They were all filent, and Tamphibde NarVae-^ was 
likewiie very much embarrafs'd about the Return of an An- 
fwer: But a young Captain, a near Kinfman of Viego Velaf- 
qucz^, and of his own Name, took upon him to tell him, 
tL That none was worthy either of being of the Blood, or of 
li bearing the Name of Vdcifqne^ who fo ftrenuoufly main- 
tain'd a Traytor's Caule/' To which Juan Velafque^ giving 
him the Lye, drew his Sword with fo determin'd a Refolution 
to chaftife his Inlolcnce, that they had all of them fufficient 
Trouble to pacify him and prevent Mifchief : In fhort, they 
defir d him to return to the Camp of Corte^ y to avoid the In- 
convenicncies which his flaying there might produce. He 
inftantly did (o, taking with him Father <Bartolomeo de Olmedo, 
and let fall iome Words at Parting intimating Revenge, and 
which feem'd to threaten an open Rupture. 

Some of the Officers were much diflatisfy'd that NarVac^hzd 
fuffer'd him to depart without reconciling the Quarrel be- 
tween him and his Kinfman, and hearing his Propofal, that 
they might have return d an Anfwer, good or bad, according 
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to what he had in Commiilion to propofe: They faid, "That 
" a Perfon of his Confideration and Authority ought to have 
" been treated with more Refpeclj and that from his Judg- 
tl ment and Sincerity it could not be fuppos'd, that he would 
" come with any prepofterous or unrealonable Menage: That 
" the niceft Pun&ilios of War never went fo far as to hinder 



a 
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the Freedom of hearing every Thing an Embaffador had to 
fay : Nor was it good Policy, nor the right Way to appear 
formidable to an Enemy to give him Caufe to believe they 
fear'd his Reafons." Thefe Difcourfes pafs'd from the Offi- 
cers to the Soldiers, with fo true a Knowledge how little jufti- 
fiable were their whole Procedure in this War, that Pamphtlo de 
Nartae^ was oblig'd, in order to cjuiet them, to name a Perfon, 
who, in his own and in the Names of the whole Party, was to 
excufe and apologize for that Want of Civility, and to inquire 
of Cortex of what Points Juan Velafque^ de Leons Commiifion 
confided 3 and to that Effect they unanimoufly chofe the Se- 
cretary Andres de Duero, who having lefs Partiality againft Hermn 
Cortex feem'd the fitted Perfon for the Satisfaction of the 
Malecontents j and upon Account of his being withal a Do- 
me flick Servant to Diego Velafaue^, might, by thofe who were 
averfe to an Accommodation, be better confided in than any 
other. 

Hernan Cortez^, finding by the Account which Father (Barto- 
lomeo de Olmedo and Juan Velajaue^ de Leon had brought him, 
that he had more than fumciently made Advances towards ob- 
taining a Peace, and holding it now abfolutely necelTary to 
come to a Rupture, he remov'd his Troops, with a Defign of 
approaching nearer to the Enemy, and of feizing fome advan- 
tageous Poll where he might attend the Arrival of the Cbinau- 
tccas, and confult at Leiiure. 

He was upon the March when his Scouts came back with 
Intelligence, that the Secretary Andres de Ducro was coming 
from Zempoala 5 and Hernan Corte^ not without Hopes of fome 
favourable News, advane'd to receive him: They faluted each 
other with ecjual Demonllration of FricndEbip and Affection, 
and renew'd their Embraces feveral Times, putting each other 
in Mind of their former Intimacy. The Officers all congratu- 
lated his Arrival with great Demonftrations of Joy and Satis- 
faction 3 and before they came to the immediate Point of 
the Negociation, Corte^ made him feveral valuable Prefents, 
accompany'd with Promiles of much more. He ftay'd till the 
next Day, after Dinner, during which Time they had feveral 

private Conferences with great Freedom and Intimacy. They 

difcours'd 
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difcours'd of fome Mediums, in order to a Union between the 
Two contending Parties, and were very defirous of finding out a 
Way to reduce JSlaWae^ to Reafon, whofe Obftinacy and un- 
traceable Temper was the only Obftacle to the defir'd Peace;. 
Corte^ went fo far as to relinquifh to hisCompetitor the Mexican 
Expedition, and to go with his Partifans in Queft of other 
Concjuefts. And Andres de Duero, feeing him act fo nobly 
and generoufly with his Enemy, proposed an Interview $ not 
doubting but that he might prevail with Narl>ac^ to give him 
a Meeting, and that by the perfonal Appearance and Com- 
munication of thofe Two Rivals, all their Difputes and Ani- 
mofities would be the eafier furmounted. Some fay, that he 
carry'd Orders with him to make that Propofal : Others, that 
it was wholly owing to Corte^ but all agree, that an Interview 
was refolvd upon, and adjufted, afToon as Andres de Vucro re- 
turn'd to Zcmpoala ; by wuofeCare and Diligence an authentic 
Agreement was made, affigning the Hour and Place where the 
Conference was to be held j each giving Affurance, under his 
Hand, that he would come to the Place appointed, accom- 
pany 'd with only Ten Friends, who were to ferve as WitnefTes 
to whatever mould be faid, tranfacted, or agreed upon. 

But at the very Time while Hcrnan Corte^ was preparing 
himfelf to obferve with all Punctuality, on his Part, the Con- 
ditions of that Agreement, Andres de Duero gave him private 
Notice, That Nartae^ had refolv'd to lay an Ambufh, with a 
Defign to take or kill him ; which being likewife confirm'd 
by others of his Friends, he was fo ftung, that he wrote to 
NarVae^ , giving him to underftand, " That he had dilcover'd 
" his bafc unmanlike Treachery, and that from that Moment 
" he renoune'd all Thoughts of Accommodation, remitting 
" his farther Satisfaction to the Decifion of the Sword." Had 
it not been for this timely Advice, his Credulity and (mcere 
Manner of Proceeding would have hurry d him blindly into 
the Hands of his implacable Enemy ; and he was fcarcc 
capable of juftifying himfelf to his own People, for this Want 
of Caution, this precipitate Confidence, in trulling to NarVae^ 
after fo many repeated Proofs of his fmiflcr Intentions. But 
neverthelefs he cannot juftly be accus'd of having acted the 
Part of an imprudent Commander in putting that Confidence 
in his Competitor's Word 3 fince, upon fuch Occafions, Breach 
of Faith is a Villany of fo black and infamous a Nature, that 
an Enemy ought never to be fufpected capable even of at- 
tempting it : For fuch perfidious Wiles as thofe are not to be 
allow'd a Place among the Stratagems of War, nor are 

a Treacheries 
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Treacheries and Deceits which leave a Stain upon the Honour 
of thofe who commit them, ever authorize! even in the moft 
inveterate and rigorous War. 





HAP. IX. 



Hernan Cortez continues his March till with- 

in a League of Zempoala. Pamphilo de 




Narva e z takes the Field with Us Troops, 
obligd to retire by the Badnefs of the Weather. 



Cortex refolves to attack him in his garters. 




E^HATsL CO^JTEZ was rather animated, than in- 
censed at this frefli Inftance of his Competitor's Per- 
fidy. An Enemy capable of fuch bafe grovling 

Thoughts appearing unworthy of his Apprehenfions, 
as believing that one who had endeavoured to fecure a Victory 
at the Expence of his own Honour and Reputation, could ne- 
ver have any great Dependance either upon himfelf or his Par- 
tifans. He purm d his March with more than ordinary Diligence 
and Expedition, not that he had abfolutely determine! upon 
the Meafures he was to take, but having his Heart full of Hopes, 
he was fpurr'd on by a certain Confidence which feldom fails to be 
the Forerunner of Succefs. He took his Station within a League 
of Zempoala, in a Place where his Front was defended by a River, 
caird the River of Canon*, and his Rear by the Neighbourhood 
of Vera Cru<^ where the Inhabitants affign'd them fome Cottages, 
ftifficiently commodious to quarter his People and to rcfreili 



them after what they had fuffer d from the fcorching Heat ot 
the Sun, and the Fatigues of that tedious March. 

He ordered fome Scouts to pafs on the other Side of the River, 
where he likewiie polled Centinels, that when his Troops had 
for fome Time refrefh'd themlclves, he might coniult with his 
Officers concerning what Meafures were to be taken, according 
to the Intelligence he fliould receive from the Enemy, amonglt 
whom he had gained fome Friends, and belie v'd, that when 
Opportunity offered, all who had a Diflikc to this War would 
cfpoufe his Intereft 5 which Supposition, and the fmall Expe- 
rience and Capacity of KarVac^ gave him diffident Encourage- 
ment to venture fo near Zempoala, without the Imputation of 

X x Imprudence 
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Imprudence or Temerity. 2<Ur\>aez^ had Information of the 
Place where his Enemy was lodg'd ; and with more Hurry and 
Precipitation than Conduct and Circumfpe6tion, and a Hafte 
which appear'd very like Confufion, he drew out his Troops 
into the' Field, where he immediately order'd the War to be 
proclaim'd, as if it had not already been diffidently publifli'd. 



He aflign'd a Reward of Two Thoufand Pieces of Eigh 



y who fhould bring him the Head of Corte^, and a lefier 
for thofe of Gon^alo de Sandoval, and Jya?i Velafque^ dp 



Leon. He iflued out feveral Orders at once, never forgetting 
to exprefs his Inveteracy, and ftill mixing Threats with ail he 
ipoke, and every Thing he di,d fhew'd a great Contempt of his 
Enemy, but ftill with (ome Appearances of Dread. His Troops 
being at laft plac'd in Order, not by any Difpofition of his, 
but by that of the Officers, who did their Duty without much 
minding what he faid: He march'd about a Quarter of a 
League at the Head of his Army, being determined to halt 
and wait for Corte-^ in the open Field - 0 foolifhly perfuadv 
himfelf, that he had fo little Judgment as to offer to attack 
him in fuch a Place where his Enemy might make all the 
Advantage of the great Superiority of his Numbers. Obft 

nately perfifting in that vain Credulity, he continued in that 
Poll: the whole Day, wafting his Time, and deceiving his 
Imagination with various inconfiftent Thoughts, which gave 
him Confidence, and fondly flatter'd his Hopes. He had 




i 



dy diftributed amongft his Soldiers the Enemy's Sp 



inriching his Captains with the Treafures of Mexico j and talk'd 
very much of the Victory, but little or nothing of the En 



gagement. But as the Sun was juft upon fetting, the Wea 



ther grew extremely dark and cloudy, and thofe Clouds be 
gan to difcharge fo prodigious a Quantity of Rain, that the 
Soldiers beftow'd many bitter Curfes upon their Expedition, 
and, with loud Clamours, demanded to return to their Quar- 
ters. The Officers likewife loon grew as impatient as the reft, 
and without much Difficulty prevailed with Naryac:^ who alio 
had his Share of the general tlneafinefs - y they being all cjuite tin- 
accuftom'd to refill: the Inclemencies of fuch tempeftuous Wea- 
ther, and many of them were averfc to a War which was 
like to be attended with fo many Inconveniencies. 

NarVae^ had a little before recciv'd Information, that Corte^ 
kept himfelf on the other Side of the River j from which, he 
reafonably enough conjectur'd, that they had nothing to appre- 
hend from the Enemy's Quarters for that Night : And as Peo- 
ple are generally very willing to believe what they defire, they 

all 



4 



Book IV. of M e x rc o ? or e w '§ l? a i ft. i 75 

all unanimously agreed, that k was abfolutely neceffary that 



they mould retire, and put it in Execution in great Diforder, 



running to feek for Shelter, more like Men before an Enemy 
than like Soldiers upon a March. NarVae^ however would not 
fuffer his Forces to feparate that Night 3 rather becaufe he defign'd 
to take the Field early in the Morning, than for any Jealoufy 
he had of Cortt^ notwithstanding he affected the Vigilance and 
Care a General ought to have when an Enemy is fo near him. 



They all lodg'd themfelves in the principal Temple of the 
City, which confined of Three Towers, or Chappels, at a fmall 
Diftance from each other, feated on an Eminence;, and fuffi- 
ciently capacious, to which they went up by many ill-con- 
triv'd Steps, the Steepnefs and Difficulty of whofe Afcent very 
much added to the Security of the Height. The Rails at 
the Foot of the Stairs he fortify'd with his Artillery. Forhim- 
felf he chofe the Middle Tower, to which he retir'd with fome 
Officers, and about One Hundred Soldiers of thoie in whom 
he mo ft confided 3 and the reft of his Troops he diftributed 
in the other Two, fending out fome Horfe to lcour the Neigh- 
bourhood, and order'd Two Centinels to be ported at the 
Avenues 3 and with thefe Precautions, which, in his Opinion, 
left nothing unfecur'd with Refpect to good Difcipline, he de- 
voted the Remainder of the Night to reft 5 and fo far was 
he from imagining or furmizing any Danger, that he gave 
himfelf up to Sleep, without taking any farther Care or 
Concern. 

Andrew de Duero inftantly difpatch'd away One he confided 
in, and who could go out of the Place unfufpedted, to inform 
Cortex by Word of Mouth of their Return, and in what Man- 
ner they had difpos'd themfelves in their Quarters, rather to 
make him eafy by this friendly Advice, that he might pafs 



the Night in Quiet, than to lend him Intelligence, or ftir him 
up to new Defigns. But Corte^ upon this Notice delay'd but 
little in determining to lay hold of the favourable Opportunity 
which invited him to Succefs. He had maturely premeditated 
all the Accidents which might offer themfelves during the 
Courfe of this War 3 and, as fometirnes a Man muft Unit his 
Eyes to Difficulties which always appear grcateft at a Diftance, 
and ought to rccolkcl;, that there are fome Cafes where Rea- 
foning is an Enemy to Execution, he call'd his People toge- 
ther without more Delay, and put them in Order, notwith- 
ftanding the Tennpeft continued : But his Soldiers, already 
inur'd to greater Fatigues, obcy'd without complaining of the 
Badnefs of the Weather^ or inquiring the Occafion of fo uniea 
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fonable and unexpected a Motion ; fo much they ^ej^hdeli 
Upon the Prudence and good Conduft of their Leader. • They 
pafs'd the River with the Water above their Middle, and this 
Difficulty being overcome, he made them a fliort Speech, 
wherein he communicated his Defign to them, without making 
the lead Doubt of the Succefs of his Refoiution, nor yet bar- 
ring the Way to wholfome Advice. He informed them with 
what Confuiion and Diforder the Enemy had retired 5 feeking 
to fhelter themfelves in Quarters to defend them againfl the 
Rigour of the Night : He likewile told them how they weit 
divided, and the Manner how they were diftributed in the 
Towers of the Temple : He aggravated the Carelelsneis 



and Security in which they were; and with what Facility 
they might be attacked, before they could be able to unite, 
or have Room to draw up : And perceiving that they 
not only did not oppofe the Propofal, but approved and 
applauded it, he puriued his Harangue, delivering himfelt 
with frefli Ardour j This Night, my Friends, faid he, this Might, 
HeaVen has Vouchjafd to put into our Hands the mofi favourable Op- 
portunity that De fire itfelf could frame ; You Jhall this Night be Wit 
nejfes of the great Confidence I repofe in your Courage 3 and I mujl in- 
genuoufy confej?, that it is your known Valour alone which infpires me 
with thefe bold Attempts. A few Hours ago we expetted our Enemies 
here y with the Hopes of Vanquijhing them by the Advantage of this 
Pcver : Now we haVe them Jupinely carelef and dijunited, the Very Con* 
tempt with ivhich they treat as fghtmg on our Side. From the Jhameful 
Impatience with which they quitted the Field, flying from the Inclemency 
the Night, a flight InconVcniency of Nature y we may readily gather 
what UJe thofe Men will make of that Eafe ivhich they fought with fuch 
pufxlammom Wcaknef, and enjoy without Jealou/y or Sujficion. Karvaez 




has but little knowledge of the Niceties and Punctuality to which the 
Chances of War oblige Men : His Soldiers are for the mofi part Novi- 
ces, People picked up in Hajle, who haVe neVcr feen any Service, and 
will not : find it Very eajy to rally in the Objcurity p/ the Night, fince a 
little Matter will put them into Vij order in the Pre fence of the Sun. 
Many haVe been difoblig d, and complain of their Captain s Condutt 3 nor 
are there wanting fome who favour our Party, and not a few who hold 
this War in Deteflation 5 and Arms feel heavy when they move againjl 
Inclination : P>ut both the one and the other mujl be treated like- Ene- 
mies, till they declare themjelves ; for jhould they overcome m y we jhall be 
as d like pebels and Traytors. Notwithjlandmg peajon and Jujfice is 
on our Side, yet in War P^eajon is an Emmy to the Negligent, and ge- 
nerally declares jor the Conquerors. They come to take from you all that 
you haVe acquir d 3 nor do they affire at lefi than to be the abfolutd 
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Lords of your Liberties, Goods, and Hopes. They will call our VtB6ries y 
theirs : Theirs the Land which you have conquer d at the Expence of your 
tBlood : Theirs the Glory of your Heroic^ Exploits : And the worfl of 
all is, that with the fame Foot with which they endeavour to tread on our 
Necks, they tread on the Service of our SoVeratgn, and put a Stop to the 
(progrefl of our (Religion 3 for thofe will all he lofl if we are Vanquiflid 5 
and not with/landing the Fault will he theirs, yet it will he quefiioiid who 
are the Guilty. The Way to prevent thefe Evils is to hehaVe yourfelves 
this Wght with your accuflonfd Intrepidity : You are far better abk to 
execute than I am to diBate : (Betake yourfelves to your Arms, and for~ 
get not your Cuftom of conquering : God and the Kfng in your Hearts, 
Honour in your Eyes, and Argument in your Hands : I will he your 
infeparable Companion in all the Danger, and I lefs pretend to encourage 
you by my Words, than I do to perfuade you by my Example. 

Their Minds were fo fir'd with this Speech of Corte^, that 
the Soldiers made preffing Inftances not to delay the March. 
They all acknowledged the Juftnefs of his Resolution, and 
fome protefted to him, " That if he once offered to think ot 
any Accommodation with NarVae^, they would withdraw 
their Obedience Words of Men refolute and determin d, 
which did not found ill in the Ears of Corte^, becaufe they 
rather exprefs'd Brisknefs than Difrefpeft, Withouc Lofs of 
Time he form'd Three fmali Bodies of his Men, Which were 
to fucceed each other in the Affault. The Firft he commit- 
ted to the Charge of Gonzalo de Sandoval, with Seventy Men-, 
in which Number were comprehended the Captains George and 
Gonzalo de Alvarado, Alonfo DaVila, Juan Velafque^ de Leon i Juan 
TSlune^ de Mcrcado, and our Hiftorian Bernal Dia^ del Cajlillo* 
For Commander of the Second he nam d the Maejlre de Campo, 
ChrifloVal de Olid, with Seventy Men more, affifted by Andres de 
Tapia, <3$odrigo tf^nigel, Juan Xaramillo, and 'Bernardino Vafque^ de 
Tapia : Corte^ himfelf commanded the reft, with the CapcairiS 
Diego de Orda^, Alonjo deGrado, ChrifloVal, and Martin de Gamboa % 
Diego Ti^arro, and Domingo de Albuquerque. The Difpofition 
w'as, "That Gonzalo de SandoVal, at the Head of the Van- 
Guard, iliould endeavour to overcome the firft Difficulty of 
the Stairs, and fruftrate the Ufc of the Artillery, dividing his 
Men lo as to interrupt the Communication of* the Two 
Towers on the Sides 5 taking great Care to* keep a profound 
Silence amongft the People : That ChrifloVal de Olid, llrould 
immediately ulc his utmoft Endeavours to get up and' inveft 
the Tower where NarVae^ was lodg'd, and carry on the 
Attack with all the Vigour they podibly could : That the 
General himfelf fliould, with thole who followed him, take 
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" Care- to back them, and to animate and aflift wherefoever 
" his Piclence was. raoft nc ceflary 3 and that as foon as they 
" had given the Attack, the Drums ftiould beat,,, and the o- 
cc ther Warlike Inftruments mould found, that fo unexpected 
" a Noife might contribute to. ftrike a Terror into the Enemy, 
" and increafe their Confufion." Father Bartolomeo de Olmedo 
then began his Spiritual Exhortation, and gave them to under- 
Hand,, in pathetick Terms, That they were going to fight for 
God s Caufe, encouraging and exhorting them to do their Du- 
ty to the utmoft of their Ability, in order to merit his Divine 
Favour. There was a Crofs in the Road, which they them- 
felves had fix'd there when they had pafs'd to Mexico, before 
which they all fell down on their Knees, while the pious Eccle- 
fiaftick dictated to them an Act of Contrition, which with 
Voices, expreffing a fervent Zeal, they all pronounc'd after 
him : He then order'd them to recite the General ConfelTion of 
Faith 5 and giving them his BlelTing and Abfolution, he left 
their Minds infpir'd with an Ardour, which, tho' their Thoughts 
were before generous and refolute, was of a fublimer and more 
refin'd Nature $ for the Quiet of a Man's Confcience either 
ieflens the Horrors and Apprehenfions of Danger, or ftrcngth- 
ens the Contempt of Death. 

This Act of Devotion being over, Hernan Corte^ put his 
Three little Battalions into Order : He difpos'd the Pikes and 
Fire Arms in their proper Places h repeated to the Officers their 
Inftructions, and very particularly recommended Silence to all : 
The Word he gave them was El Ejp'tritu Santo, i. e. The Holy 
Gboft, it being then Wbhfontide. He then began his March, in 
the fame Order they were to give the Afifault, keeping a very 
flow Pace, that they might not arrive tir'd, and to give like- 
wife the more Time to the Enemy to indulge themfelves with 
Reft, depending pretty much on the Advantage he had of their 
Security and Negligence, whereby he hop'd, at a cheaper Rate, 
to overcome them, without having the leaft Scruple for his 
acting, upon this Occafion, with lefs Generofity than he 
was wont, in this Manner of furprizing his Enemy, call'd 
by the Ancients Faults of Emperors and Commanders 5 
for all Stratagems, which arc not actual Breach of Faith, 
are lawful Permiffions in the Art Military, and the Prefe- 
rence between the Conduct and the Courage of a Soldier is 
difputable. 
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Hernan Cortez arrives at Zempoala, where 




he finds Oppojttion. He obtains the Jfiffory 
takes Nar v a e z Pr if oner, whofe Troops he 
obliges to Jerve under his Banner. 



m 

0 (J^TEZ had mafch'd fomewhac more than half a 
League, when his Scouts return'd with a Centincl of 
NarVae^, whom they had furpriz'd and taken Prifo- 
ner 5 and inform'd him that the other, his Compa- 
nion, who was a little behind, had efcap'd among the Bullies 3 




fleeping Enemy. 



Upon 



an Accident which deftroyd their Suppofition of finding a 

this they held : a fliort Confutation 
amongft the Officers 5 and it was un;animoufly agreed, That it 
was wholly improbable that the Soldier, in -Cafe he had di-f- 
coverd their March, would be fo bold as to offer to return 
by the dired Road at firft, it being more likely that he would 
take a round about Way to avoid the Danger. The ReftiH: 
of all was, without Delay to haften their March, that they 
might, if poffible, arrive to the Enemies Quarters before that 
Spy, or at lead as foon as he 5 fuppofing that if he had not 
the Advantage of affaulting them fleeping, they fhould find 
them fcarce well awake, and in the Dilorder of their firft Sur- 
prize. Thus they argued as they went, (till advancing with 
the utmoft Expedition, and when they came near the Town, 
they left their Horfcs, Baggage, and other Incumbrances, at 
a Brook a little out of the Road. But the Centincl, whofe 

him Wings, arriv'd fomc Minutes before them, 



Fear gave 
and gave the 



Alarm, crying out as loud as he could, The Ene- 
my is upon us. Thole who were mod alert inftantly betook 
thcmfelves to their Arms, and brought that Soldier before 
N</r)w^, who after asking him fome Queftions, made flight 
both of the Intelligence and the Pcrfon who brought it 5 
holding it for a Thing impracticable, that Corte^ durfl: have the 
Prcfumption to feck him with fo fmall a Number, within 
his very Lodgment, or that he could march in a Night fo 
dark and tcmpefhions. 



It 
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It was but a little more than Midnight when Heman Corte^ 



reach'jd Zemp&ala, a«4 fee had the good Fortune not to-be dif 



d by the Enemies Cavalry, who, it is probable, had ei- 
ther loft their Way in the Obfcurity of the Night, or had quit- 
ted the Road to feek fome Shelter ugainft the Rain. He en- 
ter 'd the Town, and came with his Troops within Sight of the 
Temple, without finding #ny Corps de Guard, or Centinel to chal- 
lenge him; The Difpute was, then at the higjieft between Karvae^ 



and the Soldier, who afhrm'd, he not only faw the Enemy 
Van -Guard, but likewije the whole Army upon a . hafty 
March : But NarVae^ and his People ftill found Pretences to 
juftify and indulge their Security, and in canvafling and weigh- 
ing the Probability of that Intelligence, loft that Time, 
which even had the IStews been more improbable than they 
imagin'd it, ought to have been employ'd in Prevention 5 
walking backwards and forwards in the uppermoft Porch, 



fome dubious of the Truth of the Intelligence their Comman- 
der had receiv'd, and others lefs diffident, giving Credit to it 3 
but all in general* with their A^ms in their Hands, and little lets 
than prepar'd for whatever might happen. Corte^ foon per- 
ceiv'd they had difcover'd him : And finding himfelf now in 
the fecond of the Cafes which they had before confider'd, re- 
jfolv'd to give the Affault. before they fhould put themfelves in 
Order. He made the Signal for the Attack, and Gonzalo de 

SandoVal, with his "Van*Qua.rd, began to mount the Stairs, ac- 
cording to the Inftru&ions they had receiv'd. Some of the 
Men belonging to the Artillery, who were upon Guard, heard 
the Noife, and firing two or three Pieces, founded an Alarm, 
which fufficiently convine'd them all of the Truth or the firft 
Rumour. This Alarm was immediately lucceeded by the 
Noife of Drums, and confus'd Voices 5 and prelently thofe who 
found themlelves neareft at Hand, repaird to the Defence ot 
the Stairs. The Oppofttion foon increas'd, and the Difpute 
came to Pufh of Pike and Sword. Gonzalo de Sandoval was ex- 
tremely put to it, being at once to force his Way again ft a tar 
fuperior Number, with the Difadvanrage of lower Ground : 
But it was not long before OmJioVal de Olid came up to his 
Relief, and Heman Carter leaving his Rear form'd, flung him- 
felf into the hottcft of the Engagement, facilitating the Ad- 
vance of both thofe Captains, and performing with his Swoid 
what he infpu'd with his Voice, whole Rcfolution and Impc- 
tuofity the Enemy unable to withftand, in a few Moments 
began to give Ground, quitting the laft Step 3 and foon after 

retreating in great Diforder, abandoning the Porch, and the 

Artillery. 
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Artillery. Many fled to their Quarters, others repair'd to the 
Gate of the principal Tower, where the Difpute again began, 
and continu'd for fome Time with equal Courage on both 
Sides. 

(pampbilo de Narvae^, who, by his Friends Perfuafion, had 
ftay'd to arm himfelf, now made his Appearance : He encou- 
rag'd, with his Words, thofe who were engaging the Enemy, 
and did all he could to put them in Order. He then advanced 
with fo much Boldnefs into the thickeft of the Fight, that be- 
ing near one Pedro Sanche^ Far/an, a Soldier of SandoVaPs Com- 
pany, that Man gave him a Thruft in the Face with his Pike, 
which (truck out one of his Eyes, whereupon he fell down, 
without being able to fay any more than, I am a dead Man! 
The News of this Accident foon fpread amongft his Troops : 
They were all feiz'd with Fear and Confternation, tho' with 
various Effects $ for fome abandon'd him fhamefully 5 others 
Rood motionlefs as if they had been Thunder-ftruck 5 and 
thofe w ho were molt delirous of doing their utmoft to fu.ccour 
him, fought like Men amaz'd, and in Confufion at the Sud- 
denefs of the Accident 5 infomuch that they found themfelves 
oblig d to retreat, leaving the Conquerors at Liberty to convey 
him away, who carry d, or rather dragg'd him down the Stairs. 
Lorte^ fent Orders to Confab de Sandoval, to take Care of fecuring 
his Perfon, which was put in Execution, by delivering him 
10 the Body of Men which was in the Rear : And that Com- 
mander, who a little before beheld this War with fo capejefs 
an Eye, upon the Recovery of his Senfes, found himfelf not 
only with the Pain of his Wound, but alfo in the Power ,pf 
his Enemies, and with Two Pair of Fetters upon his Legs, 
without the lean: Profpecl: of obtaining his Liberty. 

The Difpute was now, for want of Refinance, at an End. 
The Followers of HarVac^ all flaut themfelves up in tjieir 
Towers, fo greatly tcrrify'd that they durft not offer to fre 
one Shot, and only took Care to defend the Entrance. The 
Partifans of Corte^ with loud Voices proclaimed their Victory, 
fome repeating the Name of Corte^, others that of the Em- 
peror Don Carlos, and the moil confidcrate invok'd the Holy 
Cbojl. Thefe Acclamations of anticipated Joy did not a little 
ferve to increafe the Enemy's Confternation, which was, in 
that Jun&ure, fupported by a Circumftance of no ,fmall Ipir 
portau.ee towards perfuading them to believe that Corte^ had 
brought thither a very powerful Army, which to their think- 
ing, fill'd a great Part of the circumjacent Cpuntry^ for from 

the Windows of their Towers they difcover'd Lights at different 

Z z Diftanccs, 
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Diftances, which thro' the Night's Obfcuriry appearcl to their 
Eyes like lighted Matches in the Hands of numerous Bands of 
Harcjuebufiers. Thefe Lights were no other than certain 
Infe&s which fliine by Night like Glow-Worms, but much 
brighter and of a larger Size than thofe in our Hemiiphere : 
An Apprehenfion which had a very lingular Influence upon 
the Minds of the more vulgar Part of the Army, and infpir d 
with Doubts and Miftrufts even thofe who foew cl themfelves 
mod refolute. So apt are the Unfortunate to be fhock'd and 
difturb'd at the leafl EfFedts of Chance, 

Corte^ commanded his Men to ceafe their Acclamations of 
Victory, the unfeafonable Belief of which is very often of bad 
Confcquence, and ought to be avoided and prevented, becaufe 
it renders Soldiers carelefs and diforderly. He gave Orders 
that the Artillery fhould be turned againft: the Towers, and 
caus'd a general Pardon to be proclaim'd for thofe who would 
furrenderj offering very reafonable Conditions, and a Com- 
munication of Interefts to all thofe who would refolve to fol- 
low his Banners ; Liberty and free Palfage to thofe who were 
willing to return to the Ifland of Cuba, and to all in general 
Security for their 1 Perfons and Baggage, which was very pru- 
dently confiderd^ for it greatly imported that he fhould make 
this Declaration of his Intentions before the Day, whofe Dawn 
was not far oflF,fliould undeceive thofe People, and fhew how 
inconfiderable a Force held them opprefsd, and give them 
Courage to recover from the Terror they were in: For fome- 
times Fear is converted into Rafhnefs, out of mere Shame for 
having been alarm'd without fuitable Foundation, 

They had fcarce finifh'd the Publication to the Three fe- 
parate Holds where the Enemy had retreated, when the Officers 
and Soldiers, in whole Troops, came to lurrender themfelves. 
As rhey arriv'd they every one deliver' d up their Arms 5 and 



Corte^, with his accuftom'd Urbanity, received them very cour- 



teoudy, but, at the fame Time, caus'd his Friends, as well as 
the others, to be difarm'd, either to conceal their Inclinations, 
or that their Example might fervc as a Precedent to the reft. 
The Number of thofe who furrender'd increase! to that De- 
gree in a few Moments, that it was neceffary to feparate, and 
lecure them with fufficient Guards till Day fhould difcover. 
their Countenances and AfFe&ions. ' 

In the mean while Goii^alo dc Sandoval did not forget NarVae^^ 
but had his Wound carefully drefs'd $ and Hcrnan Corte^, who in- 
defatigably went up and down to every Quarter, and confidcr d 
TVkh^c^as his principal Care, went to fee him, not intending 
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to difcover himfelf, that he might not add to his Affliction by 
his Prcfence ; but the Refpeft- his Soldiers fhewcl him at his 
Approach difcover'd him 5 and Narlwe^ turning himfelf to 
look on him with the Air of one who was not throughly fen- 
fible of his Misfortune, faid, ' c Be thankful and value your felf, 
Captain, upon the Good Fortune you have had in making 
me your Prifoner." To which Corre^ reply'd, u Thanks 
be to God for all Things, Friend: But without any Manner 
of Vanity, I do allure you, that I account this Victory and 
your Imprifonment amongft the leaft confiderable Anions 



a 



n 



* c which have been tranfa&ed in this Country. 

Cortez^ had Notice brought him, that one of the Towers', in 
which the Captains Safoatierra and Diego Velafque^ the Younger 
had fortify 'd themlelves, made an obrhnate Defence, thofe Orh- 
cers, by their Authority and Perfuafions, preventing the Soldiers 
who were with them from furrendring : Whereupon Corie^ 
immediately return'd to the Temple, and causM them to be 
fummon'd and acquainted, that if they would not furrender, 
they mould be treated with the. utmoll Rigour of War 5 and 
finding they were refolutely bent either to defenid themselves .to 
the lalf, or to capitulate,' he, not without fome. Heat, gav? Or- 
ders to play with Two Pieces of . Artillery upon, the Tower 5 
but. prefently after, he directed his^Gunners to difcharge agaunft 
the Top of the Building', more -to terrify than to hurt: them.- 
This Order, they punctually executed, and there needed no 
more Trouble, that being fufficicnt to bring out the greateft 
Part of the Defendants: to ask Quarter, leaving the Entrance of 
the Tower free, which /Juan Vdafquc^ dc. Leon foon po-ilelled 
himfelf of, with a fmall Body of his Men, feizing the 'Cap- 
t£U)%Sat)>(ttic>'r t a. and- Jfeiafcpic^, both, declar'd Enemies, and' who, 
it was to be fear'd, might alpire tofupply the Vacancy of TSlar- 
Vaz%. This compleated 'the Victory in Favour of Corte^ : , On 
his Side only Two Sdldiers were kilfd, and fome few wounded, 

of which Number Two more are faid to have died after- 
wards. Of the contrary Faction iwerc kill'd a Captain, an 
E.nfign, with : Fifteen- private Men,, and the Number of the 
Wounded way. much, more confiderable. NarVae^ and Salvatierra, 
were fent to Fern Cmi^ with a fufficient Guard. . Young Diego 
Velafque^ remain'd Prisoner with - Juan Vdttjijue^ dc Leon $ and 
notwithltandrng. he had. given him: a juft Caufe of Refentment 
u.p!Q»i\; Account of what had happen'id at Zemfmila, he t-ook par- 
ticular Care both of his Cure and Entertainment, to : which he, 

was partly, mov'd by the Tyc of Blood, but chiefly out 
of a noble »tnd generous Inclination. All this wa> pcr- 

•i . form'd 
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form'd before the Morning, and was a remarkable Action 
both on Account of the Juftnefs of the Meafures which Corte^ 
took, and the Weakneffes, Overfights, and irregular Conduct 
of "Narvae^. 

At Break of Day arriv'd the Two Thoufand Cbinantecas 
which Corte^ demanded 5 and notwithftanding they came after 



the Victory, Corie^ was very glad at their Coming, being well 



pleas'd that his Prifoners fliould fee he did not want Friends to 
afTift him. With Shame and Confufion did the poor van- 
cjumYd Spaniards reflect upon the Condition in which they 
then found themfelves. The Day-Light fet their Ignominy in 
full View before their Eyes: They beheld the Arrival of thofe 
Succours, and foon came to the Knowledge of the fmall Force 
with which Corte^ had obtain'd the Victory : They curs'd the 
the Confidence and Supinity of NarVae^, and condemn'd his 
thoughtlefs Indolence 5 all which Reflections made Way for 
their greater Efteem of Corte^ whofe Vigilance and undaunted 
Courage they coniider'd with no lefs Admiration. It is the 



Prerogative of Valour, more efpecially in War, not to be 
hated even by thofe who envy it. The Unfortunate may, in- 
deed, be fenfible of their Difgrace, and. may feel it with Regret 5 
yet the heroick Exploits of a Conqueror lofe no Part of their 
Luftre in the Eyes of the Concjuer'd : A Maxim which was 
never more verify 'd than upon this Occafion 3 for there was 
not amongft all thofe Prifoners one Soldier but who bad a fecret 
Inclination to follow the Fortune of an abler Leader, (yet ftili 
without communicating his Sentiments to the reft) and to 
ferve under the Banners of an Army where the Soldiers ac- 
cjuir d both Honour and Wealth. 

Corte^ had no fmall Number of real Friends and Well- 
Wifhers amongft them, befides many who were affected with 
his Valour, and more who were charm'd with his Liberality. 
His real Friends at laft threw afide the Mask of Diffim illation, 
and gave a Beginning to the Acclamations with which all 
who were diflntereftedly affected prcfently declar'd themfelves, 
and the reft foon follow 'd their Example. They were ad- 
mitted to the Prefence of their new General : Many would 
have caft themfellves -at his >F«et, had he not prevented them 
with his Embraces. They ill gave in their Names, difpumvg 
for the Preference on the Roll, nor was there one amongft all 
that Number who made the kaft Motion of 'returning to the 
Ifland of Cubit, 

Henian Cortc^ hztt, by thefe -Means, gain'd the principal Ad- 
vantage he propos'd in this Undertaking; for he 'did not fo 
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much defire to conquer thofe Spaniards 7 as he did to bring them over 
to his Party. He made it his Bufinefs to confider and pry into 
their Inclinations, and having found in them all a fufficient 
Sincerity, he foon after order d their Arms to be returned 5 an 
A&ion which fome of his Officers were very averfe to, and had 
endeavour'd to prevent : But there wanted not Motives for 
this Confidence and Security. Thofe of the greateft Authority 
and Diftin&ion among them were his real Friends, and the 
Cbinantecas being there was a considerable Security to his Party. 
They acknowledged the Favour they receiv'd, and, with frefh 
Acclamations, applauded the Truft he put in them ,* fo that 
in a few Hours Corte^ found himfelf poflefs'd of an Army of 
more than a Thoufand Spaniards^ the only Enemies who could 
give him LlnYbrage, fafe in his Cuftody, a Fleet of Eleven 
Ships and Seven Brigantines at his Difpofal, the lad Effort of 
Diego Fclafque^ overthrown and brought to nought, Mafter of 
fufficient Force to return to his principal Conquefl 5 all which 
was owing to his undaunted Heart, great Vigilance, and Mi- 
litary Skill 5 and not a little to the Valour and Compliance 
of his Soldiers who had firft fo readily approv'd of this dan- 
gerous Enterprize, and afterwards, with the Sword, had gained 
him not only the Victory, but that which lie chiefly de- 
fied : For in the Opinion of thofe who fet up for Judges of 
Fame and Reputation, it is Succefs alone ■ that crowns the 
Delign, and often gives the Reputation of Prudent Conduct 
to the rafheft and molt hazardous Undertakings. 
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HAP. XL 



Cortex reduces the Cavalry of Narvaez 
which kept the Field. JJe receives Information 




that the Mexicans had taken up Arms 
the Spaniards which he had lef h , with Mote- 
z v m a. He marches with his Army to Mexico, 
and enters that City without Oppojition. 



H E 'Cavalry of Karl/a^ did not appear that Night, 
which had they been difpos'd as a Place of Arms, 
at fo fmall a Diftance from the Enemy, recjuir'd, 



might have been very troublefome to Corte^: But 
there all Military Rules were laid afide ; for when once the 



Commander in Chief falls into the Errors of Negligence 



and Security, all the falfe Steps he makes feem lefs ftrange, 
jfince the Abfurdities of his Conduct pafs for Confequences. 
Thofe who had leaft Share in the Action made Ufe of the 
Horfes to make their Efcape 3 and in the Morning came Ad- 
vice, that they had join'd thofe who were detach'd for Scouts 
the Night before, and made up a Body of about Forty Horfe, 
with which they beat up and down the Neighbourhood with 
a Countenance as if they intended to make Refiftance. This 
News gave but little Umbrage 3 and Heman Corte^ before he 
would proceed to violent Methods againft them, fent Two 



Officers, ChrijloVal clc Olid, and Diego de Orda^, to endeavour to 
reduce them by fair Means, which Commiffion they prefently 
put in Execution, and, at the firft Offer of their being admitted 
into the Army upon the fame Footing with their Companions, 
brought them to Reafon, the Example fet them by the reft: 
being fufficicnt to induce them all readily to come in and take 
Service under Cortex with their Arms and Horfes. Immediate 
Care was taken of the Wounded, for whom and all the reft 
convenient Quarters were provided, upon which Occafion the 
Cirque and his Zempoalans alfiftcd chearfully and diligently, 
celebrating the Victory, and difpofing all Things for the En- 
tertainment of their Friends with a Kind of intercftcd Joy, 

in which they feem'd to breathe after their paft Fatigues. 

Hcnwi 
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Herndn Cortex^ was not negligent as to what regarded the 



Security of the Armada 5 a very effential Point at this nice 
Juncture. He fent immediate Orders to Captain Francifco de 



Lmo, that he mould caufe the Sails, Tackling, and Rudders of 




he Veffels to be brought Afliore and laid up at Vera Cm 



''V 

He order'd that the Pilots and Mariners who came with H< 
Vae^ fhould come to Zempoala, and fent fuch a Number of his 
own as he thought fufficient to take Care of the Hulls. With 
thefe he appointed one Pedro CaValiero, to go in Quality of 
their Chief, or Supervifor, a fufficient Employment for Bemal 
Dw^to honour him with the Title of Admiral of the Sea. 

After this he difmifs'd the Cbinantecas, who return'd Home, 
making as great Acknowledgment for their Succour as if 
they had done him actual Service : He then allow'd fome Days 
for the Refrefhment of his Troops, during which Time the 
Inhabitants of the neighbouring Villages, and Caciques of the 
circumjacent Country came to congratulate the Good Spayiiards, 
or Gentle Teales, or Gods, for fo they call'd thofe who belong'd 
to Corte^. They renew'd their Obedience, and made frefh 
Offers of their Friendship, accompanying thefe Demonftrations 
of Refpecl: with many Prefents and Regales, whereat the Peo- 
ple of Nan?ae^ did not a little admire, beginning to expe- 
rience the Advantages of the new Party they had embrae'd in 
the Entertainment and Security of thofe Indians, who a little 
before had appear'd difcontented, fullen and terrify'd. 

But notwithstanding this Chain of Succefs, Corte^ had Mexico 
continually at Heart : The Dangers to which he had left Pedro 
de Atvarado and his Spaniards exposed, was never one Moment 
out of his Mind. He was fenfible that their Security con- 
fided folely on that little Dependance he might have upon the 
Promife Mote^uma had made him, of not attempting any Change 
in his Abfence : An Obligation of no great Force, where the 
Princes are arbitrary and their Will abfolute, and where their 
Statefmen, with various Solutions, feldom fail of pretending 
to free their Soveraigns from all Tyes, maintaining, that they 
arc not oblig'd to the Obfervance of their Words like private 
Men : An abominable State Maxim, which upon this Occa- 
fion gave Corte^ fufficient Ground for Apprehenfion, yet ftill 
without approving fo bafe a Policy by an open Sufpicion j for 
to admit, in any Manner, of a King's breaking his Word is 
the fame Thing as to acquit him of the Obligations of a Man 
of Honour. Having fix'd his Refolution of immcdiatelcy re- 
turning to Mexico, and not being willing to run the Hazard 
of taking with him fo numerous a Body of Men, for Pear of 
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giving Umbrage to Mote^wta, and moving afrefh the unquiet 
Spirits of his Courtiers, he determined to divide his Army,^. 
and employ lorne Part of his Troops in other Concjuefts. To 
this Efteft he appointed Juan Felafque^ de Leon to take Two 
Hundred Men under his Conduct, and march to the Province 
of (panuco, to pacify the Difturbances there, and Diego de Orda^ 
with Two Hundred more to people the Country of Guazgc- 
coako 5 referving for himfelf little more than Six Hundred 
Spaniards, a Number which he thought well proportioned for his 
Return to the Mexican Court with lome Appearance of Modefty, 
yet without wholly laying afide the Marks of a Conqueror. 

But at the very Time when this Difpofition was going to 
be put in Execution, fomething new offer'd which obligcl 
him to change his Reiolutions ; For he receiv'd a Letter from 
Pedro de dhwado, wherein that Officer informed him, " That the 
Mexicans had taken up Arms againft him 5 and in Spite of 
" Motezitma, who had never once offered to leave the Quar- 
ters, had made fuch frequent Attacks, and in fuch Mul- 
titudes, that himfelf, and all who were with him, would 
be inevitably loft if they were not fpeedily fuccour'd.** 
This Intelligence was brought by a Spanijb Soldier, accom- 
pany 'd by an Embatfador from Mote%u??ia, whofe Meflage was 
to lay before Corte^ the following Reprefentations, " That ic 
iC had been intirely out of his Soveraign s Power to reprefs 
the Fury of his leditious Vallals : That his Royal Authority 
had fuffer'd extremely from thofe Mutineers ; That his 
Majefty aflur d him, he would never abandon Pedro de Aba- 
-ado, and the Spaniards 5" and laftly, he invited him to Court, 
with all poffible Expedition, to apply a Remedy to that Evil. 
Whether it was upon Account of the ill Conferences that: 
Sedition might produce to himfelf, or whether upon Account 
of the Danger his Spanijh Guefts were in, both the one and 
the other argue his Sincerity, and the great Confidence he re- 
pos'd in Cortezj 

There was no Occafion to confult about what Resolution 
was to be taken in this Cafe, for both Officers and Soldiers 
voted their immediate March to be abfolutely indifpenfible : 
Some taking for a feafonable and lucky Prefage this Accident 
which icrv'd as a Pretext to prevent the Divifion of their For- 
ces, and to return with the whole Body to Mexico, from the 
Reduction of which Place their future Conquclts were all to 
commence. Corte^, without Delay, nam ci for Governor of 
Vera Cru^ y in Quality of Deputy, or Lieutenant to Conditio de 
Sandoval^ one Qtodngo Qtyngvl, a Pcrfon in whom he confided, 
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to whofe Capacity and Care he might venture to truft the Se- 
curity of the Prifoners, and the Prefervation of his Indian Al- 
lies. He then caus'd his Army to be mufter'd, and after ha- 
ving deducted a Garriion proper to be left at Zanpoala, with a 
iufficient Number for the Security of the Veffels, he found it 
to confift of a Thoufand Foot, and One Hundred Horfe. He 
took different Routs, both to avoid incommoding the Goun- 
try People, and for the greater Conveniency of procuring 
Plenty of Provifions, and appointed for the general Rendez- 
vous, a Place well known near Tlafcala, into which they 
thought it neceffary to march united, and in good Order : 
But notwithstanding feveral Commiffaries were fent before, to 



furnifli the Army on the March, all their Diligence was not 



Iufficient to prevent thofe who march'd out of the principal 
Road from differing Hunger fomecimes, and frequently into- 
lerable Thirft, Thefe Fatigues and Hardlhips thofe who came 
with TSLaryae^ endur'd without murmuring or being dil- 
hearten'd j tho' they were the fame Men who, a little before, 
had given Way to lefs unfupportable Inconvemencies, which 
Change mult be attributed either to the Example fet them by 
the "Veterans, or to the Hopes with which their Hearts were 
infpir'd, and may be alfo partly imputed to the Difference of 
the Leader, an Opinion of whom is generally wont to have a 
fecret Influence upon the Soldiers, both as to their Courage in 
Battle, as to their Patience in undergoing Hardfhips. 

Corte^ before his fetting out, wrote an Anfwer to TedrodeJl- 
Varado y and fent to Motezjima by his Embaffador, giving them an 
Account of his Victory, Return, and the Increale .of his Army $ 
to the one, to encourage him with the Hopes of powerful 
Succour; and to the other, that he might not be furpriz'd to fee 
him return with lo great a Force, hnce the Difturbanccs in 
his Capital oblig'd him not to divide his Troops. He regu- 
lated his March by the Neceflity he was under, making all the 
Expedition he poflibly could 5 icilening the Hours of Refrefh- 
ment, which he feem'd to find even 111 the Fatigue he under- 
went. Ele made fome Stay at the Place of Rendezvous to 
gather up his People, who came by different Roads, and at 
lait arrive! at TLfcalti, on the Seventeenth of June, with all his 
Troops in good Order. His Entry was fplcndid and joyful. 

Mligi/cittzjn entertain' d Cortex at ^ s own Houle. The rell were 
accomodated, rclpe&ed, and well regal'd, in their feveral Quar- 
ters. The Hatred the TLi/caluns bore the Mexicans was as little 
conceal'd, as was their Love to the Spaniards. They acquainted 
them with their Con I piracy, and the imminent Danger 
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(pedro de Jharado was in, with Circumftances of niQre Affectioni 
than Certainty : They exaggerated the Prefumpcion and the 
Perfidy of that Nation, exciting the Spaniards to Revenge, 
mixing their Counfel and Infinuacion together with no great 
Artifice, magnifying the Crimes of the Mexicans with a 




cious Zeal 5 for Truths in the Mouth of an Enemy, 
introduc d by Way of Intelligence, are really defign'd Ac-* 

cufations. 

The, Senate, upon this Occafion, refolv'd c o make a grand 
Effort, and to get all their Troops together to aflifl Corte^ 
againft the Mexicans, not without their own politick Reafons, 
which were better comprehended than concealed for it plainly 
appear'd, that under the fpecious Pretext of favouring the 
Caufe of their Friend, their Defign was to make life of his 



Forces to ruin, at once, the commanding Nation which they 



fo much abhorr'd. This Difguife was eafily feen thro' 3 and 
Reman. Corte^ after he had fhewn his Acknowledgment and 
Satisfaction for their Offers, reprefs'd- the Pride with which; 
they were difpos'd to follow him, oppofing, to the Inflances- o£ 
the Senatejfome feeming Reafons, which in Subftance were no 
more than bare Pretences again ft Pretences. But he adm itted 
of about Two Thouiand Men, of their beft Troops, witfo 
their refpective Officers, or Commanders of Companies, to. 
march with him, and which were of Service' afterwards uper* 
the following Occafions. He took thefe Indians with him, ei- 
ther for the greater Security of his Undertaking, or to keep up 
the Confidence of the Tlajcalans, who already had the Repu- 
tation of being valiant in Engagements againft the Mexicans, 
and he took no greater Number, that he might neither give 
Offence to Moteziima, nor drive his mutinous Subjects to 
Defpair 5 for his Intention was to enter Mexico in a pacifick 
Manner, and to try if he could reduce thofe People with mo- 
derate Remedies without giving Way to his Anger, or think- 
ing of the Punifhment of the Guilty 5 he defir'd now to make 
every Thing as eafy as poffible, as being fcnfiblc, that the 
quieting of a Sedition, and terrifying the Seditious, arc Two 
Things which very ill agree at one and the fame Time. 

He arriv'd at Mexico upon St. John's Day, without having 
met with any Subject of Uneafincfs in the Way more than 
the Variety and Difagreemcnt of the Intelligence he receive!; 
The Army pafs'd the Lake without the lcaft Oppofition, 
tho' there wanted not Appearances that Something had been 
intended ; for they found the Two Spanift Brigantines ftav'd' 

to Pieces and burn'd 5 the Suburbs and Barrier at the Entrance 
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abandoned 5 the Bridges, which ferv'd for the Communication 
of the Streets, broken down, and all in a fufpicious gloomy 
Silence 3 all Signs which oblig'd them to flacker* their Pace, 



the Infantry ftill advancing with a flow March, the Cavalry 
going a confiderable Way before, This Sufpicion lafted till 




the Spaniards, who were with Motezjona in Mexico, 
their Army, rais'd a great Shout and diffipated their Appre 
henfions. Pedro de Alvarado came down with his People to 
the Gate of his Quarters, and they celebrated their cojmtman 
Felicity with mutual Satisfaction. Inftead of fluting, they 
wifli'd each other Joy of their Victory : All fpoke, and all 



were interrupted 5 much was exprefs'd by Embraces and 
broken Sentences 3 the ufual Eloquence of Joy, where Sounds 
are far more expreffive and fignificant than Words. 

Mote%uma, followed by fome of his Servants, went out as far 
as the outermoft Court, where he received Corte^ with an Ex> 
cefs of Joy and Affection, all Majefty being quite laid afide. 
It is certain, and no one offers to deny it, that he defir d his 
Coming, becaufe he had then great Occafion both for his 
Forces and Counfel, to keep his Subjefts under 5 as like wife upon 
Account of the very Confinement in which he found himfelf, 
different from that kind of Liberty which Corte^ gave him, fuf 
fering him to go out to his Diverfion whenever he pleas 'dj a 
Liberty he would not once affume, during the whole Time of his 
Abfence, notwithftanding his Confinement mod certainly 
depended purely upon the Force of his Parole 5 the Complin 
ance with which oblig'd him not to abandon the Spaniards in 
thofe troublefome Times. 

<Bernal flias^ del Caftillo fays, cc That Hcrnan Corte.^ repaid 
with ill Manners and Slight, all Motcztwuts Demonftrations 
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cC of Refpeft: That he turn'd his Face from him, and repird 
iC to his Apartment, without either vifiting him, or fuffering 
himfelf to be vilitcd by him 3 That he us'd fame very dii* 
refpe&ful and uncivil Expreflions towards him, even in the 
Hearing of his Servants/' And adds, as his own Opinion, 
That finding himfelf with luch a Number of Spaniards, 

he fpoke with fo much Boldnefs and Difcourtefy." Thus 
fays (Benial Via^: But Antonio de Hemra y in his Hiftory, difcrfr. 
dits Corte^ ftill more 3 for he pretends to quote that General's 
own Expreflions as a Proof of his irregular Procedure, in the 
following Words 3 " Many People have afhrm'd, that they 
have heard Corte^ fay, That if upon his Arrival y he Yifited Mo- 
tezuma, his Affairs would go well 5 and that he did not do it 3 

holding him in imall Account bccauJe he found himfelf lo 
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cc powerful/ 5 And to this Purpofe, he quotes, a Paflage 
of Cornelius Tacitus ^ the Subftance of which is, That Pnfp. 
makes great Commanders proud and infolent: Neither 
de Gomara, nor Hernan Corte^ himfell, in the fecond Relatio 



his Journey, relates it after this Manner; and Cort c\ might furc 



have touched upon it, to have (hewn the Motives which obliged 



him to a Procedure of fo much Harfhnefs, either to have D _ _ 
Reafons for his fo doing, or to have made an Excufe, .We 
leave to the Judicious and Unbiased to decide what Credit 
ought to be given to thefe Circumftances : But we beg leave to 
make fome Scruple at believing that Corte^ could ever be -guilty 
of fo fruitlefs and unfeafonable an Abfurdky, The fame Her- 
rera and Cajiillo agree, That Mote.-uma opposed, as much 



him lay, the feditious Proceedings of the Mexicans <: That. he al- 
ways with-held and reprefsci them : That they attempted' to 
force the Quarters 3 and' that Pedro de Jlvarado, and all the reft 
who were with him, rauft infallibly have perifhed, had they 
not been prote&ed under the Shadow of his Authority: No 
body offers to deny Corte^ being very fenfible of all' that • 
and his finding that Prince religioully punctual to all he had 
promised, left him not the leaft Room to (urmife the contrarry, 
it being both prepofterous and unreafonable tofnppofe, that he 
fhould foment an Infurre&ion which hefeduloully endeayotird 
to fupprefs, or that he fhould voluntarily continue among , the 
very People whom he defign'd to deftroy. It feems an Action 
altogether inconfiftent with the ufual Prudence of Corte^ to 
iliew a Contempt for a Perfon of whofe AlTiftance and Pro- 
tection there was fo much Probability he might itand in Need 5 
nor was the Immoderation they charge him with, as the Effect 
of his Profperity, at all natural to his Temper and Genius. It 
may be believ'd, or at leaft furmis'd, that Antonio de JHerrera 
gave into this Particular with little 01 no Foundation, only by 
perufing the Manufcripts of denial Via^ a prejudiced Interpre- 
ter of the Anions of Cortc^ and perhaps he inclined to follow 
his Opinion out of a Vanity, to adapt and appropriate that 
Sentence of Tacitus : An Ambition in Hiftorians both dange- 
rous and pernicious, frnce it feJdoni fails of cither wrcfting, or 
bialfing the Narrative, purely to introduce the Remarks they 
like ; and it is not every one that will be at the Trouble of 
examining farther, to inform himfelf, whether the Quotation 
and the Truth of the l ; a<5fc agree. 
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The Motives which indued the Mexicans to take up 
Arms. Diego de Ordaz, with fome Com- 
panies of Men, is fent to make Difcoveries in the 
City. Falls into an Ambufh the Revolters had laid 
for him, upon which Cortez determines to pro- 
fecute the W w. 




W O or Three Days before Corte^ arriv'd ac Mexico, 
the Rebels had retir'd to the other Part of the City, 
fufpending all Hoftilities, in which, according to 
what could be inferr'd from the Event, they had 
crafty and treacherous Views. They thought themfelves fe- 
cure in their exceffive Numbers, and were grown proud upon 
their having kill'd Three or Four Spaniards in the paft En- 
gagements : An extraordinary Cafe, by which, tho' at the 
Expence of many Lives, they aiTum'd frefh Boldnefs, and 
greater Infolence. They knew Corte^ was coming, and could 
not be ignorant how much his Army was increas'd, but they 
were fo far from fearing him, that they retreated in that Man- 
ner, and left him the Entrance free, with the View of de- 
ftroying all the Spaniards at once, after they were joyn'd to- 
gether in the City. Their real Defign in that myfterious 
Condud was not at firft tinderftood, tho' their Retreat was 
look'd upon as Policy $ nor can one judge too fufpicioufly of 
the Motions of a known Enemy. 

The whole Army was quarter'd within the Walls of the 
fpacious Palace, where both Spaniards and Tlajcalans were fuffi- 

ly accommodated : Guards and Centinels were diftribu 



ted and plnc'd, anfwerable to the Jealoufy wherewith that 
myfterious Ceffation from Hoftilities had infpir'd them. Corte^ 
retir'd with Pedro de Jbarado to inquire into the Original of 
this Sedition, and to confider of Remedies upon the Know- 
ledge of the Caufe : And here we again meet with the fame 
Variety and Contradictions by which the Courfe of our Pen 



has been frequently interrupted. Some fay, That the Pra 
clices and Intelligence of NarVaez firft indue'd the Mexicans t( 
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this Infurrection. Others, That Mote^uma himfelf alone con- 
triv'd and fomented the Mutiny, as impatient of Confinement, 
and defirous of his Liberty 5 but it is not at all neceflary 
that we detain ourfelves upon this Point, fince we have already 
fully fhewn upon what (lender Foundations thefe private Ne- 
gociations are attributed to NarVae^ and Mo tectum has been 
Sufficiently clear'd from all fuch incoherent and contradictory 
Imputations. Some have affirm'd the Source of this Sedition to 
have proceeded from the Loyalty and Fidelity of the Mexicans y 
reporting, that their fole Realon for taking up Arms, was in 
order to refcue their Soveraign from the Oppre{fion he lay un- 
der 5 a Sentiment, which comes nearer to Reafon and Proba- 
bility, than it does to real Fact. Others attribute this Rup- 
ture to the Zeal of the Indian Sacerdotes : And this Opinion 
indeed has fome Appearance of Truth 3 for they were very 
officious in the Tumult, loudly publishing the Menaces of their 
Gods, infpiring the reft with that fame Fury wherewith they 
themlelves were difpos'd to receive their diabolical Oracles. 
They repeated to the People what Satan fpoke by the Mouths 
of their Idols 5 and tho' they were not the firft Movers of the 
Sedition, they were yet indefatigably active, and powerfully 
zealous in fupporting it, by ftirring up the People's Minds. 
Foreign Writers are ftill far more remote, from even the Ap- 
pearance of Truth, accounting the Origin and Motives of 
thofe Disturbances among the Cruelties and Inhumanities with 
which they endeavour to difcredit and blacken the Spaniards in 
their Concjueft of the Indies: And the worn: of all is, they fup- 
port their Malice by citing fiartolomco de las Cajas, or Cafaus, who 
was afterwards Bifhop of Cbiapa, whofe Words they copy, and 
cjuote as an authentick infallible Proof of what they charge our 
Nation with, as being the Teftimony of one of our own Au- 
thors, and a Perfon ot no fmall Diftinction. What he left in 
Writing, and which pafies among his Works, is, " That the 
" Mexicans having appointed a publick Dance, of that Kind 
" which they call Mitotcs, in order to divert and entertain Mo- 
" te^iona, Tcdro de Jharado, taking Notice of the Jewels with 
il which the Indians were adorn'd, call'd together all his Sol- 
t£ diers, and fell upon them, cutting them to Pieces, to make 
" himfelf Mafter or thofe valuable Ornaments 3 in the gaining 
" of which infamous Spoils, he fays, above Two Thouland 
" of the Mexican Nobility were put to the Sword," with which 
he leaves the Confpiracy on the Footing of a juft Revenge. A 
prepofterous, unaccountable Suggcftion, neither probable, nor 
even pofiiblc. This Prelate did, at that Time, follicit the Relief 

} ' of 

r 



Book IV. of Mexico, or New Spain. 195 

of the Indians, and exaggerating the Oppreffions they labour d un- 
der, had far lefs Regard to the Truth, than to the fupporting 
of his own AfTertion. The greateft Part of our Writers con- 
vince him of being ill infornVd, not only of that Affair, but 
likewife in feveral other Enormities, which he has left in Wri- 
ting to the Difcredit of the Spaniards. 'Tis happy to find him 
fo well refuted, that we may the better treat him with that Re- 
_ eft which is due to his Dignity. The plain Truth of the 
Matter was, That Pedro de Jbarado, a little after the Depar- 
ture of Corte^kom Mexico, perceiv'd, in the Nobility of that 
Court, lefs Refpecr, and Complaifance than ufual, which obli- 
ged him to behave himfelf wich greater Caution, and to have 
an Eye to their Motions and Countenances. He employ 'd 
fome Perfons in whom he could confide, to obferve what pals 'd 
in the City, and by them underllood that the People were 




fomething extraordinary 5 that they held Alfembl 
in feveral different Houfes, with an ill concerted Privacy, which 
tho' it concealed their Meafures, yet it plainly enough difco- 
ver'd their Intentions : However, he had fuch good Intelli- 
gence, that he had evident Reafon to be aflur'd, that there 
was a dangerous Confpiracy hatching againft the Spaniards; 
nor was it long before he gain'd even fome of the Confpira- 
tors themfelves, who gave him a full Account of the whole 
Treafon, aggravating the Circumftances, without forgetting 
their own lntereft. A folcmn-Feftival was drawing near, which 
they were annually wont to celebrate with thofe Publick 
Dances, called Mtotes, which was a promifcuous Convention 
of Nobility and Plebeians,' and was indeed an Affembly of the 
whole City. This Day was pitch'd upon for the putting their 
Entcrprize in Execution, as luppoling that upon fuch an Oc- 
casion they might aflemble openly, without being taken No- 
tice of, or giving any Jealouiy. Their Intention was to be- 
gin the Dance, in order to get the common People together, 
d then in a Body, follow d by the Multitude, to p 



aloud their Emperor's Liberty, and the Defence of their Gods 5 
poftponing the. Publication of their Defigns till then, as being 
of too great Importance to be hazarded among the Vulgar, 
till they might reafonably think themfelves fccure from Dan- 
ger by their Numbers 5 and' in Reality their Scheme was not 
ill laid: nor is it often feen that the Wicked are defective in 



;how to perpetrate the Evil they h 



The Morning before the appointed Day, fomfc of the chief 

romocers of the Sedition came to vifit <Pedro de Afoarado, and 

k'd his Pcrmiluon to celebrate their Feftival, which was no 

other 
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other than a formal Compliment with which they thought to 
blind him 3 and he not having as yet his Sufpicions fufficiently 
confirm'd, granted their Recjueft, upon Condition, that they 
mould not go armed, nor offer any human Sacrifices : But 
that very Night he underftood, that they were bufily employ 'd 
in concealing a confiderable Quantity of Arms in Houfes near 
the Temple. This intirely diffipated all his Doubts, and 
gave Occafion for a very rafli Action which yet had fome 
Appearances of a Remedy, and might have prov'd fo if he 
had gone about it with due Moderation. He relolv'd to aifault 
them in the Beginning of their Feftival, without giving them 
Time to take Arms, or raife the Populace 3 and accordingly he 
put it in Execution, going out at the Hour appointed accom- 
pany d with Fifty of his Men, as if his Curiofity to fee the 
Diverfion had led him thither. He found them all in a Man- 
ner intoxicated with Licjuor and Excefs of Joy, that their Trea- 
fon was hitherto undifcover'd, and in fo great a Forwardnefs. 
He attacked and put them to Flight with little or no Reiiftance^ 
wounding and killing feveral who delayed running away or 
leaping from the Galleries and Windows of the Temple. His 
Defign was only to terrify and difperfe them, which he indeed 
very eafily compafs'd, but not without Diforder 3 for the Spa- 
niards inftantly fell to ftripping the Dead and Wounded of 
their Jewels and Ornaments of Value : A Liberty not to be 
prevented at that Time, nor ever without the greateft Diffi- 
culty when a Soldier finds himfelf with a Sword in his Hand, 
and Gold in View, 

(Pedro cle J bar ado manag'd this Affair with more Heat than 
Foreiight. He retir'd with the Satisfaction of a Conqueror 
without acquainting the Populace with the Motives of his An- 
ger. He ought immediately upon the Spot to have publifh'd 
the Treachery which thofe Nobles had been contriving againft 
him 5 and fhould have expos'd the Arms they had conceal'd, 
or have done fomething on his Part to gain, in his Favour, the 
Votes of the common People, who are always very eafily 
mov'd againft the Nobility : But he return'd either well latis- 
fy'd and convinc'd that the Chaftifement he inflicted upon the 
Indians had been juft, and the Refolution abfolutely ncceffary, 
or elfe ignorant how much it imported a fuccefsfu! Action to 
be fupporte'd by Equity and Reafon. Thofe People* who 
knew nothing at all of the Provocation, and beheld the 
Slaughter of. the Nobility, and Spoil of their Jewels, attributed 
the whole Action to an avaricious Thirft, arid were fo enrag'd 

that they prefencly ran to their Arms, and. with little, or no, 

Sollici- 
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Solicitation from the firft Confpirators, incorporated them- 
felves into their Body, by which Means the Sedition was in* 
ftantly fwell'd to a moft formidable Monfter. 

Hermit Corte^ reprehended <Pedro de Aharado for his rafh Pre- 
cedure, and efpecially for his Want of Confideration, in hazard- 
ing himfelf and the beft Part of his Forces upon a Day fo 
univerfally popular, leaving his Quarter, and what mould 
have been his chief Care, expos'd to any Accident which 
might happen. He was likewife much concern 'd that he had 
conceal'd from Mote^uma the firft Appearance of that Diftur- 
bance 3 for Aharado did not confide in that Prince till he faw 
him by his Side in the fucceeding Difpute 5 whereas he mould 
have communicated to him his Sufpicions, if not to make Ufe 
of his Authority, yet, at leaft, to found his Mind, in order 
to difcover whether or no he was fecure with fo weak a Gar- 
rifon } inftead of which he turn'd his Back upon an Enemy 
of whom he ought to have been moft jealous. He blam'd 
his Inadvertency that he did not publickly juftify himfelf to 
the People, and even to the Delinquents themfelves, for fuch a 
violent Proceeding. By all which it was manifeftly obvious, 
that neither in the Action itfelf, nor the Motives, , or Circom- 
fiances, was there any of that premeditated Malice; which- has 
been imputed to , him : For moft certainly Cortex would; not 
have been fatisfy'd with reprehending only a Misdemeanor or* 
fo much Iniuftice and Cruelty, nor would ever have let flip, 
that Opportunity of punifhing, or at leaft confinjng him, in 
order to introduce Peace by that exemplary Satisfaction : But, 
as a convincing Argument, we fina 1 ''j&ac Jharado himfelf pro-, 
pos'd his own lmprifonment, as a Means, to facilitate the Reda- 
ction of thofe People j but Corte^ did not approve of; that 
thod, becaufe he thought it was a better Way to make Uft.pf 
the fame Reafon, which Aharado himfelf had againft the firft. 
Mutineers, to undeceive tt^e Populace, and weaken the Faction 
of the Nobility. , , ■ , 

The Seditious kept clofe, all the Evening, nor ,was there 



wards any T^ing; to 4$fo*k tne Quiet of that jNjght. Th& 



Morning came, and Hemoy Qorte^ obferving the jQtmeifufp 
Silence to be, flbill , .among t^eEnemy,, n^ade no Doubt but rthfl? 
they were at their Cabals, fince not one Soul was to;be feetviit? 



Streets, nor any where about, as fai; as the |E,ye. cpuld , 41/" 
n 5 infomuchi tl^at he order xl Diego ' flrfa out, ^mjo the 
dive into the Bottom of tlfat Myft#ry, ; He ; t;oofo with h'm 



'i 



Hundred Sj>a^iijf? and Tiafialan Soldiqrs, an^n ggpd Or^lef 
bc^an to marcli, l thro , the prjncipal Street*. ^ jpAntf go^e 
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D d d .far 
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left Eight dead upon the Sp 



bring off 



they could 



likely they were Tl-afcalans^ beeault 



I99 

polfibly 




ly made of one Spaniard, who behaved- himfelf 
bly well that Day, and died difcharging his Duty. 
fiernal T>ia^del Caflillo gives. a particular Account of his Beha- 

ano. The reft of the 

Authors do not mention' him at alL\fo that his true Name ts 



and fays, that his Name was Lew 



not pofitively known, which deferv'd to be tranfmitted toPd- 
fterity, which rievert'helefs, under that Name, Honours the Me- 
mory of that valiant Soldier. Corte^ became fehfible, by what 
had happen'd, that it. was no Time now to 



endeavour 



or 



think of making, any Propofals for an Accommpda 
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a 



nd 



gment 



tion, which would leflfen his own Reputati 
the Infolence of the Seditious. He determin'd therefore to make 
it defir'd by the Enemy, rather than to propole it himfelf, and 
to make a Sally out into the City with the gre'ateft Part of his 
Troops, in order to oblige them, by Dint of Hoftilities, to 
feek for Peace. There was at that Time none by whole Means 
he could introduce the Treaty : As for Mote^uma, he was dif- 



fident of his own Authority, being appreheriuVe of the Dif 
obedience of his VaiTals. Among the Rebels no one either 



rather they all commaridedl .and 





commanded of obey'd 
none obey 'd: A Mob, confus'd 
ftiri&ion, or Difciplirie, jb romifcuotifly composM of Ndbles 
and Plebeians/ Cortc^ deirr'd, with all his Heart, to 1 Mow 
the Path of Moderation, and was not altogether^ Without 'Hopes 
of accomplifriing his Defires, or bringing Matters to 1 an Ac- 
commodation. 3 But he thought it intirely neceffary to be a^ply'd 
by the Miitiiie'ers, father than to take upon him tOj^cffiiade 

pruderitr arid 




them to it, in which he, a£ted 

Commander : (For it is tieyer fafe to tfuft to difaffhied'Fleafofi 



Fury of d feditious Pebble - ifdf ! Reafon, is rie- 

to as when it is powerfully frippOrteyy and 

Faction is ari iackofab r le ; Monftet, with' an Infinity of Heids, 
but riot one Ear. . 



to' appeafe the Fur* 1 
Ver' fo well Metfd 
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CHAP. XIII, 



The Mexicans ajjault the Spanilh Starters, and are 
repulsed. Cortez makes two Sallies, in which, 
tho* the Enemy were both times defeated, and put 
to Flight with great Slaughter, yet, he difirufts 
his being able to reduce them. 





H E Mexicans purfu'd Diego de Orda^, efteeming his 
Retreat no better than as a Flight, following the Chace 
with a diforderly Fury, till the Artillery from the 
Quarters forcibly detain'd them, and with a terrible 
Slaughter oblig'd them to give back, as far as was neceflary, to be 
out of the Reach of that Danger 3 but they halted in Sight, and 
by their Silence and the Diligence, with which they were put- 
ting themfelves in Order, it was plainly perceiv'd that they 
were forming fome new Defign. 

Their Intent was to altault the Quarters onevery Side 
main Force ; and all the Streets thereabouts were immediately 
fill cl with People j after which the Drums and Shells made 
the Signal for the Attack. They immediately advanc'd with 
great Fury and Precipitation. Their Van- Guard was compos'd 
of Companies of Archers, that by clearing the Walls the reft 
might Approach. Their Difcharge were fo inexpreflibly thick, 
in order to make Room for thofe who were appointed for the 
AlTault, that the Defendants found themfelves in no fmall 
Confufion, being extremely put to it to defend themfelves, 
and repulfe their Enemies at the fame Time. The Quarters 
were almoft cover'd, or in a Manner drowned with Arrows $ 
which ExprelTion ought hot to be tax'd with being too Hyper- 
bolical, fince they were actually oblig'd to appoint People on 
Purpofe to remove them, they were fo offennve, the lccond 
Time, by barring the Way to the Ramparts, The Artillery 
and fmall Fire-Arms made a terrible Deftru&ion of the Enemy $ 
but they came fo refolutely determin'd either to conquer or to 
dye, that they advanc'd in Swarms to fill up the Vacancy of 
thofe who fell, and carry'd on the Attack with an intrepid 
Obftinacy, trampling upon the Dead, and milling over the 
Wounded, without the lead Remorfc. 3 Several 
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Several put themfelves under the very Cannon, and affauked 
with incredible Refolution, making life of their flinted jn%U'» 
ments to break the Gates, and pick the Walls : Some got upon 
their Companions Shoulders to come within the Reach, of thei r 
Weapons 3 others made Ladders of their own Lances and Pikes 
to gain the Windows and Terraces 3 and all in general expos'd 
themfelves to Fire and Sword like enrag'd Beafls; Notable In- 
fiances of a fearlefs Temerity, and which might have pafs'd 
for gallant Actions, had true Valour perform'd that which, in 
Reality, was no other than a falvage Ferocity. 

But they were at laft repuls'd, and retired, for Cover, to 
the Crofs-Streets, where they halted till the Night's Approach 
difpers'd them 3 more out of Regard to a Cuftom they had, 
never to fight in the Sun's Abfencc, than out of any apparent 
Hopes they gave of having given over the Enterprize. .On 
the contrary, they had the Boldnels, fome Days alter, once 
more to alarm the Spaniards, by fetting Fire to. their Quarters 



in different Parts 3 which they either did by applying it to the 
Doors and Windows, by the Help of the Night's Obfcurity, 
or by mooting Arrows from a Diflanee with Artificial .Fire, 
which laft indeed feems raoft probable 3 for the Flame increas'd 
fo fuddenly, and took hold on the Buildings with fueh an im- 
petuous Rage, that they were oblig d, in order to prevent the 
Communication of the feveral Fires, to break down fome Walls, 
and to toil afterwards in flopping up thofe Breaches they had 
made, and to put them in a Poflure of Defence 3 a Fatigue 
which laded the greatefl Part of the Night. - 

But fcarce did the firft Beams of Light declare the Ap* 
proach of the Morning, when the Enemy was dilcover'd, feem- 
ingly afraid to come within Reach of their Shot 3 for they only 
provok'd the Spaniards to fally forth from their Walls. They 
dar'd them to Battel with injurious Speeches, treating them as 
Cowards for lurking behind their Intrenchments 3 and Cortc^ 
who had before refolv'd to make a Sally upon them that Day, 
took this Provocation for a good Opportunity to fire the Minds 
of his People. He prepar'd them with a ihort Dilcourle to 
refoive to revenge their Wrong, by challifing the Inlolepce of 
thofe Barbarians, and, without Delay, he form d his •whole 
Force into Three Bodies, each confilling of Spaniards and TlaJ- 
caLms: Two of thefe Battalions he order'd for clearing the 
Crois Streets, and the Third, at the Head of which lie him felt 
march d in Perfon with the choicefl of his Troops, took the 
Street of Tacuba, where the greatefl Body of the Enemy was 
ported. He drew up his Men, and diflnbuted Arms as Neccl- 

E c c fity 
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jftty requir'd 5 for he was to engage both m (Front and Fknk, 
following the 'Method "which fciego Ae Oria^ had obierv'd iii .his 
Retreat) efteemHTg that, "wbicn a little before had <d<efe;rv'd his 
Applaufe, to be now worthy his Imitation $ wherein he Irtev/d 
the ^fobleriefs of l his Mfrid, and that he was wot ignorant how 
riiuch thofe -Superiors hazard, who difdain to follow the Food- 
fteps of tnofe who are inferior to them in Command, and 
low near they are to earing, Who pretend co diftiniguifh them'-- 
felves from thofe who have been -mcce&ful thro' their pruderit 
Conduct. The Three Battalions erigag'd at one Time, and 
the Enemy both gave arid receiv'd the firft Charges without lo- 
fing Ground, or being in the leaft fenfible of Danger going 
fo far as even to come to Handy-Blows. Their Cl'tsfbs and 
Two-handed Swords were manag'd with a defperate -Fury. 
Regardlefs of Death they broke in among the Pikes and Swords 
of the Spaniard?, to gain a Stroke at the Price of Life. The 
Fire-Arms which were levell'd againft the Galleries and Win- 
dows eould not divert the Shower of Stones which inceffantly 
came from thence, for they flung them without difcovering 
themfelves j and it was neceffary to fet feme Houfes on Fire, 
to put a Stop to that: troublefome Hoftility. 

The Mexicans, at kft, gave Way to the fuperior Valour 
of the Spaniards 5 but as they retreated they broke down the 
Bridges of the Streets, and fhew'd themfekes on the other 
Side 5 obliging the Spaniards to fill up the Ditches, ftill fighting 
all the while, before they could profecUte the Victory. Thofe 
who were detach'd to clear the Streets on the Sides, charg'd. 
the Multitude that poffefs'd them with fo much Refolution, 
that they fecur'd the Retreat, and manag'd it fo chat they 

always kept the Enemy in Front, till having advanced as" 
far as the Opening into a large Square, the Three Bodies 
join'd, and at the firft Attack fo difliearten'd the Indians, that 
they turn'd their Backs with great Precipitation and Gonfu- 
fion, treading one another under Foot, (be wing the fame Ftiry 
and Diforder in their Flight, as they had done in the Battle. 

Corte^ would not fufter his People to profecute the Victory 
with a farther Slaughter of thofe VaiTals' of Mote^uom, already 
routed, and flying in the utmoft Diforder, whether it was 
that his Heart relented at the Blood already fpilt, and dif- 
dain'd intirely to deftroy a vanquifli'd Enemy, or that he 
thought he had chaftiz'd their Preemption with fufficient Ri- 
gour. He therefore gather'd up his Troops, and retir'd without 
meeting with the leaft Oppofition. He loft Ten or Twelve 
Soldiers, and had many wounded, chiefly by Stories or Ar- 
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rbws a but none dan'geroufly. The Number that the Mexicani 
loft was fo great, that the Bodies whkh they could not ditty 




having firft ting'd the Canals with their Mood, remaind 



as a Spectacle of Horror in the Streets in incredible Heap 
The Engagement iafted all the Morning, and the Sf>a?iiard 
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fometitnes very hardly put to it, and their fcarce to be hop'd 
for Succefs was intirely owing to their Perfeveranee, Vak>.ur$ 
and good Difciplihe; 

There was none who could in particular be faid to excel 5 
they all in general atfted with edjual Bravery, as well Soldiers as 
Officer's, frefh Actions of Valour fuceeeding each other fo 
thick that the laft dill erased the Remembrance of thofe which 
preceded it. The Tkftakhs behav'd themfelves, by the gene- 
rous Example fet them by the Spaniards, valiantly, without 
Precipitation or Rafhnefs $ and Corte^ conducted the whole 
Action like a eouragibus and prudent Commander, being pre- 
fettt every where, but more efpeeially where the Danger was 
reateft, his Sword always in the Face of his Enemy, his Eye 
n his own People^ his Care wherever Occafion requir'd - y lea- 
ving it in Doubt whether more was owing to his perfonal Bra- 
very or to his confummate Military Skill, both which Virtues he 
poffefs'd in an eminent Degree, and are Qualities defireable 
without Diftin&ion, and concur without Preference in great 
Commanders. 

It was necelfary to allow fome Time for refrefhing his tir'd 
Troops, and for the Cure of the Wounded, which Sufpenfion 
lafted Three Days, or fomething more, during which Interval 
they only took Care of the Defence of the Quarters, having 
the Army of the Mutineers constantly in View, with whom 
they had fome light Skirmiflies, a Mixture of flying and fight- 
ing. In this Tirhe Hernan Cortc^ artfully renew'd his Over- 
tures of Pdace by Means of fome Mexicans, in the Service of 
Mbtezjima, who went with fevcral Propofals 5 but he was not 
negligent^ during the Negociation^ but made all necelfary Pre- 
paration. He order'd Four Towers of Wood to be built, which, 
with little Difficulty, mov'd with Wheels, to be us'd againft the 
Enemy in Cafe there fhould be Occafion for a new Sally. 
Each of thofe Towers was capable of containing Twenty or 
Thirty Men, the Roof defended by thick Planks, fuflficient to 
refill the Stones which might be cart from the Houfes, the Front 
arid Sides with Loop*Holes to difcharge under Cover, in Imi- 
tation of the great Engines us'd id War, which cover Men to 
undermine the Walls of a Town, which Defence he thought, 
at that Juncture, very neeelfafy to ilielter his Soldiers, in the 
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firing of Houfes, and breaking thro' the Trenches with which 
they were flopping up the Streets 5 and, if the fe poitable Ma- 



chines, were not good for engaging, yet, the Novelty of them 



would be ufeful by amazing the Enemy. Of the Mexicans who 
were fent out with Propofals of Peace, fome returnd . ilt- 
difpatch'd, and others remain'd among the Rebels, to the .great 
DilTatisfacTiion of Motczuma, who earneftly defir'd the Reduction 
of his feditious Subjects, and conceal'd, under a Mask eafyfto 
be feen through, the Jealoufy he had, left they -mould intirely 
{hake off their Obedience, and - lofe all Fear of his Authority* 
At this Time they were making new Preparations for War in 
the City. Thcfe of the mutinous Nobility who, had Vaflals 
of their own, fummon'd the People of their refpective Di-r 
ftri6ts : The ForCe of the Army continually increased 5 nor did 
they ceafe to provoke the Spaniards in their Quarters, who we.fe 
now quite tir'd with bearing the troublefome Repetition , of 
Menaces and Arrows, which tho' they were equally loft in the 
Air, did not fail to offend and weary out their Patience. 

With this good Difpofition of his People, the Opinion ; of 
his Captains, and the Approbation of Motcztima, General.cVr 
te^ made a fccond Sally againft the Mexicans : He took with 
him the greateft Part of the Spaniards, and about Two Thou* 



fand Va/calans, ' fome Pieces of Artillery, the Wooden Ma- 
chines, with a fufficient Defence, and fome Led Horfes to be 
us'd upon all Occafions where the Breakings of the Ground did 
not render them ufelefs. ■ The fedkious Mexicans were then irt 
a profound Silence j but the Spaniards had fcarce began their 
March, when the Difficulty of the Undertaking was quickly 
known by the ludden Shouts of an innumerable Multitude al- 
ternate with the hoarfe and difmal Sound of their Drums and 
Sea-Shells. The Rebels did not wait till they were attack'd, 
but on the contrary they came up to the Spaniards with fur- 
prizing Rcfolution, and much lels Confufion than they were 
wont. They gave and recciv'd the firft Charge, without Dil- 
order, or Precipitation 5 but it was not long before they were 
fcnfible of the Damage they rcceiv'd, and retir'd by little and 
little, without turning their Backs to the firft Entrenchments 
they had made in the Streets } in Defence of which they re- 
new'd the Fight with fo much Obftinacy, that it was necelfary 
to advance lomc Pieces of Artillery to dillodge them.. They 
had their Retreats very near, and in fome the Bridges of, the 
Canals were taken up, which increase! the Difficulty, and there 
was no Way of engaging them from .under Cover. This Day 
the Spaniards obferv'd in their Conduct (ome very politick and 
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confiderate Actions, and fuch as made ic appear a War more 



thamisardy Popular, They difcharg'd regularly, and in good 
Order, always lowering their Arm, that they might not mifs 
their Shot by the Refiftance of the Spanijh Armour. They de- 
fended 4 their Polls with Obftinacy, and abandoned them with- 
out Confufion : They fent feveral Men into the Canals, that as 
they/v^m up and down they might pufh at the Spaniards^ arid 



wound them with ;:their. Pikes : They had got up huge Pieces 
of Rocks into their Galleries, to deftroy the Wooden Tpwers, 
and perfqrm'd it, breaking them all < to Shatters : By thefe and 
many other Signs, it was eafily perceiVd that fom? One com- 
manded theirs -for they animated and fupportedVeach other 
feafonably, and in the very Diforders of a feditidus Multitude, 
they fliew'd fome Sort of Obedience and Difcipline. 

The Engagement lafted the greateft Part of the Day 3- the 



Spaniards and their Confederates were forc'd to gain the Ground 
from Trench to Trench : Much Dammage was done to the City, 
many Houfes biirn'd, and the Mexicans loft more Blood upon 
this Occafion than they had done in the Two preceding Ren- 
counters, either that they advanc'd nearer to the Fire-Arms, 
or becaufe they could not fly as they were accuftomed, being 
hinder' d by their own Entrenchments. 

The Night drew on apace 3 and Cortex^- with Concern, find- 
ing himfelf oblig'd to the fruitlefs Difpute of gaining Polls 
which he could not maintain, retired to his Quarters, leaving 
the Sedition, in Reality, rather chaftis'd than queli'd. He loft 
about Forty Soldiers, moft of them Tlafcalans, had above Fifty 
Spaniards forely wounded, and himfelf (hot with an Arrow 
in the left Hand 3 but his inward Wound was far the worft, by 
being fcnfible, upon this Occafion, that it was not poffible to 
continue fo unccjual a War without running the Rifcjue of lo- 
ling both his Army and his Reputation. The fir ft Shock he 
had yet felt, the Novelty of which went near his Heart, fur- 
priz'd him, and almoft made his Courage to ftaggcr. He 
fli Lit himfelf up under Pretence of his Wound, but with a 
Defign to give himfelf up to Thought. The greateft Part of 
the Night he fpent in Reflection : He was conccrnd and vex'd 
to quit Mexico, and could find no Means of maintaining Jxis 
Ground there. He endeavour'd to exert himfelf again ft the 
Difficulty, but found that Realon took Part with his Sufpicions. 
His good Scnfc and Porefight would not agree with his natural 
Fire and Vigour: All was difputing without relolving: QilTatis- 
fy'd with the Di&ates of Prudence, or impatient at the Pains 

we are at to come to a Refolution before we qan reap the Ad- 
vantage. 
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Motezuma exhorts Cortex to retire from 
Mexico, which he offers to do affoon as the Sedi- 



tious have laid down their Arms. They return 
attempt another JJfault. Motezuma f peaks to 

them from the frail, and is wounded, lofing all 
Hopes of reducing them. 




O R did Mote%iima pafs his Night better, whofe 
Thoughts waver'd with far greater Uneallnefs, now 
wholly doubting the Fidelity of his VaiTals } his Mind 
was alTaulted by contrary Paflions, of which fome 
footh'd, and others oppos'd his Inclinations: The Violence 
of Anger and Referttmeftt, Moderation of Fear, and the Re- 
pugnancies of Pfide. He was that Day on the higher! Tower 
of the Palace, obferving the Battle, and diftinguifh'd amongft 
the Rebels the Lord of Iztapalapa, and other Princes, who 
might afpire to the Empire. He faw them running here and 
there to every Part, animating the Combatants, and ordering 
the Action. He had not, as yet, fufpected his Nobles would 
have engag'd in fuch manifefl Outrages : His Anger and Con- 
cern began at once, and his Anger prevail d 3 the firft Motion 
of his Temper giving them up to Deftruction, breathing no- 
thing but Blood and Slaughter : But a little after reflecting how 
far the Evil was fpread, and the Tumult now converted in- 
to Treafon and Rebellion in all its Forms, he funk down 
quite difpirited, remaining without Rcfolution to apply a Re- 
medy, and every Impulfe of his natural Ferocity gave Way 
to Fear and Weaknefs. Nothing appears fo terrible to a Ty- 
rant as the Thoughts of his Crown being in Danger 5 nor are 
any, generally fpeaking, fo fufceptible of Fear as thole who are 
ambitious of being fcar'd. 




He reflected with Deliberation upon the different Means of 
re-eftablifhing his finking Authority, and none appear' d better 
than immediately to difpatch the Spaniards, to return to his Pa- 
lace, and there to tile Lenity towards the Revokers, before he 
proceeded to lift up the Hand of Juftice. In the Morning he 
fent for Com^ and dcxteroufly enough communicated to him 
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the Caufe of his Coiicefri. With 4h a^Meo 1 Security he 
vated and exclaim'd againft the f nfblence Of -ftfc NoMe v ^irig 
to make him believe, that his Thoughts We're ' mdre te&ifeup 
about the Manner of chaftifing J them, thirl vWth any; Fear he 
had of their Revolt, and went on, fifltig 5 fcc That ko^ the 
Troubles of his Kingdom rcqtijtM a fpee% Remedy 5 ind 
that it was riecelTary to take away all Preterites from ffre'Se- 
ditious, and to mike them fetffi ble of th;eir Error, before 
he punim'd their Crime: That alf Tuiririlts did pre^rid a 
Foundation upon forrie Appearances of ftealon $ and thai in 
the reducing of a Multitude", it #as prudent to make Con- 
ceiTions at the Beginning, in order to command more ab- 
folutely afterward : That the Clamours Of his Yaffak had, 
on their Side, an Excufe that was very plauiible, and'foun- 
ded well, which was, the Liberty of their Prince, peffuaded 
that he was under an involuntary Corifinemeilt, arid rtlifta- 
ken in the Method by which they were to compafs it: That 
it was now come to that Pitch, that Cohe^ a"nd his People 
mull: unavoidably leave Mexico without Delay, that he him 
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felf might, by his own Authority, fubjecl: the Rebels, and 



guifh the Fire, by removing the Caufe. 5 ' He re- 
peated how much he had furTer'd for not violating his Word 



th the Spaniards, and touch'd /lightly upon thole jealbufi 
which gave him moll: Concern : But the Inftances he made 
to Corte^ not to oppofe his Demands, were fo fubmifliVe, that 
the Influences of Fear plainly difcover'd themfelves in the Ear- 

neftnefs of the Requeft. 

Corte^ himfelf was of Opinion, that it was convenient for 
him, in the prefent Juncture of Affairs, to retreat, with a De- 
fign, neverthelefs, of refuming the Enterprize upon a better 
Foundation : And recollecting his Thoughts on that Pointj 
which made the Propofal feem the lefs ftrange, he readily an- 
fwer'd : 41 That it was both his Inclination and Opinion to obey 
him with an intire Rellgnation $ defiring only to do that 
which mould be moll pleafing and agreeable to him, with- 
out entering into the Motives of his Refolution, or lofing 
Time in reprefenting the Inconveniencies which he might 
have forefeen and conllder'd 5 for in Difcuflions of this Kind, 
the Inferior always ought to give up his Judgment, the Will 
of Princes being a fufficient Reafon for their Actioris. That 
he fliould be much troubled to withdraw from him, with- 
out leaving him fully aflur'd of the Obedience of his Vaf- 
fals i particularly, fincc that dangerous Circumftance of the 
Nobility's having declar'd for the Populace requlr'd greater 
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" 5f^caution5 ? .,^n^his utmoft ..Care :_, £or whenjqnce the 5 N.o r 
< ' . Mit y brealc .^qj5on<fs • o£ , £ju t y , ai*d Xoy alty j tije^f. h a ve th e 
" sr^areft Attempts in View,; and flick at nothing; .» JBut,that 



For him to offer. Reafons co delay his March, fince 



CC 




" dckiilabour'J TftlpQn w f hich Sypppiicion, and bis own.fix'd 

" R^efolntioQ imrneaiately-.tp march: with his A-rmy tor Z 



pal a, he humify intreated.. his Majefty, thattefpre his De- 
" partite he wq^ Arms * 

" becaufe it wpu^Td be of bad. Confluence that . they mould 
cc attribute tq tfyefr .. .Rebellion 'what they ow'd to .their Sove- 
reign's Goodhefs. .That f\t propos'd this more out of Re* 
fpedfc , to his Rpyal Authority than : forany Trouble or Con- 
" cern the Obftinacy, of the Rebels gave him b (or he defifted 
" from farther chaftizing.t^em out of pure Regard to him, 
tc carrying on the Point of his Sword and in the Valour of his 

Troops every Thing .that was neceffary to.fccurc his Re- 
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Mot e^uma did. not exped ftich a rea^y Compliance in the 
Anfwerof Cortes^ J>qt # imagj[R d he fhould have met .with greater 
Refinance, which might have occafionM him much Trouble 
in contending aijid difputing;that Point upon , which he had 
fo fully deliberated and refofv'd. He made his Acknowledge- 
ment to Corte^ wjth a great deal of Joy, and both his Voice 
and Countenance Sufficiently exprefs'd the Satisfaction of his 

Mind. 



He oflfer'd to command the Revolters immediately to lav- 



down their Arms, and approv'd of his Reflections, by which 
he thought his Vaflals would appear lefs unworthy to capi- 
tulate with their Prince ; a Point which he had not confidcr'd 
before, yet ftill he was inwardly concern d at his being fore'd 
to temporize fo far with thofc who merited nothing but his 
Difpleaiure, nor was he very skilful in the Art of mixing So- 
veraignty with Diffimulation. Before this Conference ended, 
an Alarm was founded in the Quarters, Cortc^ immediately 
took his Leavc> and haftening to take Care for the Defence, he 
found his People all preparing to refift a general Aflault 



Enemy- was juft going to begin on every Side. As the Gar- 
rifon was always vigilant, they were received with the iicmoffc 
Rigour of the Fire-Arms 5 for thofc Rebels fluit their Eyes to all 
Danger, and drove on each other with fo much Precipitation, 
that their Van-Guard, in Appearance without their own proper 

Movement; were in an Inftant at the Foot of the Wall Their 
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Bows and Slings which were left at a convenient Diftance, be- 
gan to repeat their Difcharges, to beat off thofe who were up- 
on the Ramparts to refift the Affault, which was pufti'd on 
d oppos'd with equal Refolution. In Tome Parts the Enemy 



got Footing within the very Works, and Cor.te^, who had 
Form'd-a Body of Referve compos'd of Tlafcalans and Spa- 
niards in the principal Court, repaired with new Succours to the 
Polls which were moft exposed, having Occafion for all his. Acti- 
vity , and all the Courage of his Troops, that the Defence might 
not flacken, nor the Enemy come to underftand the Advan- 
tage which Numbers have over even Valour itielf. 

Mote%uma being foon informed of the ConflitSt in which the 
Spaniards were engag'd, call'd Donna Marina, and Tent her to Cor- 
te^to propofe, u That according to the prefent State of Affairs, 
and agreeable to what they had both agreed upon, it would 
be very convenient that he fhould fhew himfelf to his Vaf- 
fals from the Wall, to command the feditious Populace to 
retire, and the Nobles- to make their perfonal Appearance in 
his Prefence, difarm'd, and there to reprefent what it was 
" that both the one and the other delir'd." Corte^ did not 
diflike the Propofal, holding it neceffar.y, at that Jun&ure, for 
his People to breathe a little, fince there was but fmall Hopes 
of being able to overcome the Obftinacy of that inflexible 
Multitude. Mote%uma inftantly difpos'd himfelf to put his De~ 

in Execution, with an impatient Concern to know the 
Minds of his Subjects, with Regard to* his own Perfon. He 
caus'd himfelf to be adorn'd with his Royal Robes, call'd for 
his Crown and Imperial Mantle 5 not forgetting the Jewels 
which he was accuftom'd to wear upon publick Occafions, nor 

ffe£ted Formalities, which fumciently publifh'd his Diffi- 
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dence and Apprehenfions, by making it appear by all th 



more than ordinary Care, that he flood in Need of Pomp and 

exterior Show to gain the Refpedt of the Eye, and that the 

Afliftance of Purple and Gold was neceflary to cover and con- 
ceal the interior Weakneis of Majefty. With all this Pomp 



d Grandeur , attended by the principal Mexicans wh 
continued in his Service, he mounted the Terrace which was 
oppolite to the great Avenue. The Garrifon was drawn up 
in Ranks for him to pafs thro', and one of the Mexicans of 
the Emperor's Equipage advancing to the Rails, with a loud 
Voice call'd out to the Rebels^ to prepare themfelves with 
Reverence and Attention, for the Great Mote^uma had eonde- 
(bended to come forth in order to hear their Demands and 
lliew them further Favour- At the hearing of his Name the 

G gg Outcries 
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Outcries ceas'd, Terror fucceeded and got the -jitter ,of P v ury ? 
and they remain'd rnotioniefs, feeming as if they were afrajd 
even to breathe. Mote^fima then (hew a hirofelf tp the expecl> 
ins Multitude, with a Countenance of Severity mix'd wk-h Le- 



nity, which at once exprefs'd both his Anger and his Fear. 
Many bent the Knee xvhem. they law him, but the raoft Part 
humbled themfelves fo far as to touch the Earth witji their 
Fore-heads, intermixing the R.eafon they had to£earhim, with 
the Guftom of, as it were,, worshipping him. He firft caft: his 
Looks on all in general, and then upon the Mobjes in parti- 
cular, with a Shew of taking Notice of thofe he knew. He 
commanded that fome flhould draw near, calling them by their 
Narnes. He honour' d them with the Title of Friends and 
Kinfmen, putting a Force on his Difpleafure : He acknowledg'd, 
with a proper Decency of ExprelTion, the Afle&ion with which 
they deiVd his Liberty 5 and the Harangue he made them, tho 9 
w-e find it differently related, was, according to the Report of 
the Majority, to the following Tenor. 

J Am fo far, my Vaffals, from homing upon this ExpreJJion of your 
Zed as a Crime, that I cannot deny my being inclind to excufe yon. 
It was indeed, an Exceft to take up Arms without my Leave 3 hut it 
was an Excef? of your Fidelity. Tou believ'd, and not without Jppear* 
ance of fome Pgafon, that I wys detain *d by Force and Violence in this 
Palace of my Predeceffors j and to relieve your SoVeraign from Opp.ref- 
fion is too great an Enterprise to be attempted without fome Dijorder : 
'But no Laws are fufficient to retrain an ExceJ? of fyefentment and. 
Grief within the Bounds of Moderation and Prudence : And notwith* 
flanding the Occajion of this your Commotion he with fmall Foundation^ 
fince 1 am without any Manner of Violence among thefe Foreigners whom 
you treat as Enemies. I now fee your Inclinations are good, tho' you are 
miftaken in your Method of proceeding. It is by my own "Voluntary Option 
that I haVe continud with them, and thought my f elf ohligd to fheitt 
them this Favour, on Account of the PgfyeB they haVe always paid me y 
and out of Duty to the Prince who fends them. They arc now difpateb'd : 
1'haVe now refoh'd that they fh all depart my Court $ and they are preparing 
immediately to quit the Country : 'But it is not reafonable that I fhould be 
fponer obey'd by them than by you, who are my natural SubjeSis 5 nor that 
their Courtefy pmdd appear greater than your Duty. Lay down your 
Arms, and come to my Prefence as you ought, that all Tumults and T>i- 
flurbance ceajing, you mpy lie convinced how much you are in my FaVour, 
by the Pardon ' I am ready to give you, 

3 

Thus 
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Thus Motezuma concluded his Harangue $ and no one was 
fo bold to attempt making ;a Reply. Some beheld him with 
Aftonifhment and Confufion, to find a RecjUjeft wh 
expected nothing but Indignation 5 others wept to fee their Mo- 
narch fo humMe, or which founds much worfe, and far lefs 
became him, fo humbled : But at the very Time of this Su- 
fpenfion, the Populace began again to be in Commotion., and 
in an Inftant pafs'd from Fear to Fury , eafy at all Times to be 
led into Extremes : Nor did there want one to foment it, when 
they had elected a new EiUiperor, or at leaft ihad refolv'd on 
the Choice ; for in our Historians we rind it differently related. 
Their Difrefpecl: iieamediately was converted into 
They told him £:lo,ud, that 'he was no longer their King 
that he fhouid quit the £3iadem .and Scepter for the Diftaff and 
Spindle 5 giying him the opprobious Names of pulillanimous, 
effeminate Coward, an abjecl:, a vile Prifoner, and Slave to 
his Enemies : Their injurious Language was drowned by loud 




and repeated Shouts 5 and he endeayourd, by the Motions both 
of his Head and his Hands, to be heard, when the Multitude 
began to advance, and let -fly -their Arrows againft him, where- 
by he became fenfible of the utmoft Infolence of his rebellious 
Yaffals. Two Soldiers, which Cortex forefeeing this Danger, 
had plac'd at his Side, endeavour *d to cover him with their 
Bucklers 5 but all their Care was not fumcient to prevent his 
being touch cl by fome Arrows, arid very rigoroufly by a Stone 
which wounded him in the Head, 'breaking Part of his Tem- 
ple, with which I^low he fell down fenfelefs to the Ground 5 an 
Accident which exceedingly troubled Corte^ as being one of 
the moft unfeafonable Misfortunes that could have poffibly 
happen'd. He inftantly caus'd him to be carry'd to his Apart- 
ment, and, with frefh Refentment and Indignation, repair'd to 
the Defence of the Ramparts : But he found no Enemy on 
whom he could vent his Anger ; for the Mexicans no fooner 
beheld their Emperor fall, by which they hadReafon to believe 
that he was wounded, but they were fo affcon iflh'd at the Crime 
they had committed, that flying without knowing from whom, 
as imagining that the Vengeance of their Gods purfued them, 
they ran to hide thcmfelyes from Divine Wrath, with that Kind 
of Confufion, or terrifying Shame and Confirmation, where- 
with the lyji.nd is wont to be opprefs'd after the committing of 
enormous and heinous Sins. 

Cqrte% immediately repair'd to Mote^m's Apartment, who 
foon after recover 'd his Senfes, and came to himfelf 3 but fo 
impatient^ an,d full of Indignation, that it .was ne<;e(fery co 

hold 
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hold him, in order to prevent him from doing himfeif a Mif- 
chief. It was impoflible to drefs his Wound, becaufe he tore 
away whatever Medicines were apply'd, and he broke out into 
moft furious Threats, which ended in Sighs and Lamenta- 
tions : Rage did its utmoft, but at laft dwindled into Pufila- 
nimity : Perfuafion offended, and Confolation exafperated and 
anger'd him : He recovered his Senfes only to lofe his Under- 
ftanding. It appear'd neceffary to leave him for a while, and 
allow fome Time for Confideration, that he might get rid of 
the firffc ImprelTions of the Infult had been offer'd him. Over- 
whelm'd with excelTive Grief, he was left to the Care of his At- 
tendants, continually battling with the Violence of his Tem- 
per, and the Defpondency of his Mind, without Spirit enough 
left even to think of attempting Vengeance upon the Traytors, 
but efteeming, as a moid heroick Exploit, the Refolution of 
dying by his own Hands: A- barbarous Recourfe of cowardly 
Minds, who fink beneath Calamity, and are only valiant 
againft that which can leaft oppofe them. 
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Motezuma dies of his Wounds y obftinately re- 
fufing to receive Baptifm. Cortez fends his 
Body to the Mexicans, who celebrate his Obfe- 
quies. His perfonal Qualities and Character. 



0 TE Z U MA perfever'd in his Impatience, and at 
the fame Time his Wounds grew worfe 3 it being a 
common Obfervation, how great Influence the Paf- 
fions of the Mind have over the Corruption of the 
Humours. The Wound in his Head was at firft look'd 
upon as dangerous, and his inward Agitations cjuickly made it 
mortal j nor was it by any Means poffible to apply the necef- 
fary Remedies till he grew To weak that he had not Force to 
refill:. Thofe who attended him were no lefs put to it to oblige 
him to take fome Nourifhment, the want of which had al- 
ready brought him very low • and he feem'd to have nothing 
of Strength or Vigour left, but only in his determinate Refo- 
lution of putting an End to his Life with his own Hands 5 his 

Defpair increafing as his Strength decay'd. His Danger was 

known 
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known in Time 3 and Corte^ who feldom left him becaufe 
when he was prefent he moderated his Grief, and fomewhat 
compos'd himlelf, us'd his utmoffc Endeavours, by prefling In- 
fiances, to perfuade him to that which moft of all imported 
him. He took all proper Opportunities to touch upon Reli- 



ion, calling upon him with gentle and pathetick Arguments 




to a Deteftation of his Errors, and to feek the Knowledge of 



Truth. Upon fome Occafions he had fhewn lome fort of In- 
clination to the Rites and Precepts of the Catholick Faith, 
feem'd to be diffatisfy'd with the Abfurdities of Idolatry, 
and began to give fome Hopes of his Converfion 5 but always 
put it off for fome Reafon of State, having a Regard to the 
Superftition of his Subjects, even tho' his own had left him, 
more out of Fear of railing a Commotion amongff, them, 
than for any Reverence he of late bore to their Idols. 

Cortex on his Part, did all that the Duty of a Cbriftian re- 
cjuir'd. He intreated him, with all poflible Fervour and Ten- 
deinefs, to acknowledge the true God 3 and, by receiving Bap- 
tifm, to fecure to himfelf a glorious Eternity in the next World. 
He was prefs'd by Father <Bartolomeo de Ohnedo with Arguments 
of ftill greater Force and Energy 3 nor were the Officers, who 
were moft in that Prince's Favour, lefs fedulous in their En- 
deavours to work upon him. Donna Marina did not only in- 
terpret, but join'd Intreaties in the mod perfuafive Terms 3 and 
in fpite of all that Malice and Emulation can fay, (for even in 
this Refpect the Spaniards are charg'd with Neglect ) no hu- 
man Means was omitted to induce him to turn into the Path 
of Truth : But he would never return a rational Anfwer, but 
always remote from the Point 3 now exclaiming againfl the 
Infult he had receiv'd 3 anon breathing nothing but Threats 
of Vengeance 3 then he would fall into Fits of Defpair, con- 
juring Corte^ to revenge his Injuries upon the Traytors. In this 
miferable Conflict of Mind he continu'd Three Days, and 
then furrenderd up to the Devil the eternal PolTeflion of his 
Soul, employing the latch: Moments of his Breath in impious 
Thoughts of facrificing his Enemies to his Fury and Revenge, 
leaving to the World a terrible Example, how much the Paf- 
fions are to be dreaded in the Hour of Death, as being always 
Enemies to Refignation, and more efpecially in the Great and 
Powerful, in whom they are generally more abfolute and pre- 
dominant, by Reafon that the Cuftom of obeying thofe Paf* 
Hons prevails over the Vigour which is rccjuifite to reprefs and 
fubdue them. 



H h h 



The 



214 The Hifiory of the Co nq_u est Book IV, 

The Concern which the Death of this Prince causM amongll 
the Spaniards was univerfal; for they all in general lov'd him 
with an equal AfFe&ion, fome upon Account of his Liberality 
towards them, and others for his Gratitude and benevolent 
Difpofition. But Corte^ who was far more oblig'd to him 
than all the reft, and whofe Lofs was incomparably greater, 
took this cruel Stroke fo to Heart, that he was quite inconlo- 
lable 5 and notwithfhnding he endeavour'd all he could to 
compofe himfelf, that his People might not be difcouragd, he 
was not able to conceal his inward Grief, but was frequently 
obferv'd to let fall fome Tears which it was not in his Power 
to contain. He had founded the greatefl: Part of his Defigns 
in the voluntary Subjection of that Prince. By his Death 
the belt of his Hopes were intirely loft, and he found 
himfelf under the Neceflity of forming a new Plan, in 
order to attain the Views he had propos cl. What moft fen- 
fibly touched him was, his having died obftinate in. his Er- 
rors 3 the laft and greatefl Aggravation of this Misfortune, 
and an eflential Point which divided his Heart between Sor- 
row and Dread, all his Endeavours to prevent it being frti- 
ftrated, and his Mind ftruck with Horror at that terible Idea* 
His jfirft Care was to call together all the Servants of the de- 
ceas'd Emperor, of whom he chofe Six Perfons of the greatefl 
Note to carry out the Body into the City, in which Number 
were comprehended fome Priefts who had been taken Prifoners, 
all of them Eye-Witnefles of his Wound and Death. He ordered 
them, from him, to aquaint the Princes who were at the Head of 
the mutinous Populace " That he had fent them the Corps of 
their late Soveraign murdered by their Hands, which enor- 
mous Crime, gave frefli Right to thejuftice of his Arms. 
ci That before his Death, he had frequently requefted, and 
with mod prefling Inftances conjurYi him (as thofe Deputies 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



well knew) to revenge his Wrongs, and to chaftize them 
for their abominable Rebellion : But that he look'd up- 
on their Infurre&ion to have proceeded from the brutal 
Fury in the Dregs of the Populace, and an Infolcnec the 
the Enormity whereof he hop'd thofe of better Senfe and 
tc Rank would take into Confederation and punifli. Tliat 
therefore, for that Reafon, he once more proposed Peace, gi- 
ving them Leave to lend their Deputies to make Propofals 
towards an amicable Accommodation, alluring them, That 
he was ready to agree to any rcafonable Conditions : But 
that at the fame Time he would have them to undcrfland, 

that if they did not immediately accept his Offer, and repent 

" them 
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them of their Crime, they fhould not only be treated as 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



<c 



Enemies, but as Rebels and Traytors to their Prince, ex- 
periencing the utmoft Rigtiur of his Arms : For that Mo- 
tezjtma, out of Refpeft to whom he had with-held, and mo- 
derated his juft Refentment, being now dead, he would lay 
wafte, and intirely deftroy their City 3 and that they fhould, 
when too late, know by dear Experience the Difference be- 
tween Hoftilities, when little more than barely defenfive, 
and by which he had hitherto only endeavoured to reduce 
them to Reafon, and a declar'd War in which he lay under 
an Obligation to chaftize them with the laft Severity/* 
The Six Mexicans immediately departed with this Melfage, 
bearing the Corps upon their Shoulders 5 and at a fmall Di- 
ftance from the Quarters, a Body of the Seditious advanced to 
meet them, not without fome Signs of Reverence and Re- 
fpect, as was obferv'd from the Walls. When they difcoverd 
what it was, they all followed the Corps, flinging away their 
Arms, and abandoning their Polls 3 and in an Inftant the 
City was fill'd with Outcries and Lamentations 5 a fufficient 
Demonftration that that melancholy Objed, which gave them 
a View of their treafonable Practices, had fome Sort of Im- 
prefllon upon their obdurate Hearts. They had already elected 
a new Emperor, as was foon after known j fo that thofe Expref- 
fions of Grief could not be thought to proceed from a fincere 
Repentance, neither could thofe Returns of Loyalty, found ill 
in the Ears of the Succeflor, who muft needs look on them 
as due to the Name, and not to the Perfon of the Soveraign. 
The Outcries and Clamours of the People, who throng'd up and 
down in Swarms, lafted the whole Night 3 repeating thro' every 
Street the Name of Motezuma, with turbulent Uneafinefs mix'd 
with Sorrow, which tho' it exprefs'd a Sort of relenting Rtfle- 
dfcion, yet ftiil carry'd the fame Eace of Sedition as before. 

Some fay, that they dragg'd the Body about the Streets, 
and cut and mangled it all to Pieces, without [paring his 
Children and Wives : Others, that they exposed it to the De- 
rifion and Contempt of the Common People, till one of his 
Servants, eretting an humble and irregular Pile of ill-colle&ed 
Wood, in a little frequented, and lels decent Place, he there 
redue'd it to Afhes. What has been faid may be bcliev'd of an 
enrag'd Populace, in whofe Inhumanity what feems fartheft 
from Decency and Reafon carries the the greateft Face of Proba- 
bility. But the Truth of the Matter is, that the Rebels re- 
ceiv'd the Corps w ith Reverence 5 fliewing, both in the adorn- 
ing it, and in the Funeral Pomp, that they were concern 'd at 
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his difaftrous Death, and look'd upon it as an Accident un- 



defign'd 5 or perhaps, by that exterior Shew of Refpect, they 



thought either to appeafe or to deceive their falle D 
They convey'd him, the next Morning, with great Solemnity 
and Attendance, to the Mountain of Cf?apultepeque> where they 
were accuftom'd to perform the Exequies, and to preferve the 
Afhes of their Kings 3 and upon this Occafion, the Outcries 
and Lamentations of the Multitude refounded with greater 
Force than was cuftomary, as they themfelves afterwards ac- 
knowledg'd and confirm'd, looking upon thofe Honours they 
had (hewn to the Afhes of their deceas'd Monarch as an Act of 
Atonement, and a fubftantial Expiation of the Crime they had 
committed. 

There have not wanted fome Pens who have done all they 
could to charge Corte^ with this Prince's Death • affirming, 
That he order d him to be kill'd to free himfelf from the 
Trouble he gave him : Nay, One of our Writers fays, That 
it was fo reported, and neither defends nor denies it 3 an unpar- 
donable Neglect, which without being a convincing Proof of 
his evilDefign, is neverthelefs very like Calumny. Perhaps the 
Mexicans might, fome Years afterwards, affirm it, either to blacken 
the Characters of the Spaniards, and to make them hated by 
other People, or to blot out that Brand of Infamy from their 
own Nation : But at that Time it is certain that they neither 
faid it, nor fo much as imagin'd any fuch Thing 5 nor ought 
any Writers to give themfelves the Liberty of publishing fuch ill- 
grounded Incoherencies : For how was it poffible or confident 
with Reafon, that fo confiderate and vigilant a Perfon asHemaii 
Cortex when he had upon his Back the whole Power of the 
Mexican Empire, fhould once think of parting with a Pledge 



in which confifted his greateft Security ? Of what Advantag 
could the Death of a Prince, who was a Friend, and fubjected, 
be towards the Concjueft of a Kingdom, whofe Inhabitants 
were all up in Arms, and declar'd Enemies? It is a Misfor- 
tune which generally attends all great Actions, to have them 
varioufly reported, and an eafy Undertaking for the Envious 
to invent chimerical Circumftances, which notwithstanding they 
arc not fufficient intirely to obfcure the Truth, leave it neverthe- 
lefs expos'd to Opinion and Ignorance, by fubmitting the elfen- 
tial Part of a Hiftory to the licentious Credulity of the Vulgar. 

gncrs have given themfelves abundance of Troubl 



endeavouring to difcredit thc^Conduct of Corte^ in this Expe- 
dition : But the many Proofs he has given of his good Senfe, 
plead boldly in his Juftification, and clear him from Abfurditicj 

which 
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which are fo malicioufly laid to his Charge, if the Noblenefs 
of his Temper and well-known Generofity will not be allow'd 
fufficient to have kept him from acting fuch Atrocities. Let 
therefore Envy remain cover'd with its own Confufion 5 an 
odious Vice without Pleafure, a racking Torment while dif- 
fembled, a deformed Brand when known, the Glory of the In- 
jured and the Infamy of the Injurers. 

Motezuma, as we have elfewhere obferv'd, was a Prince of 
rare Talents, and excellent natural Endowments 3 his Prefence 
graceful, agreeable, and majeftick 5 of a quick Apprehenfion 
and clear Understanding 3 of an acute Penetration 5 and, in a 
Word, wanted nothing but Improvement and acquir'd Parts. 
His Valour advanc'd him to the higheft Dignities in the Em- 
pire, and gave him the fir ft Rank among his own People, be- 
fore he obtain'd the Crown, and afterwards among Strangers 
gain'd him the Reputation of being the mod deferving Prince 
of his Time. His Genius and Inclination was compleatly 
Martial : He underftood the Arts of War 3 and whenever 
there was Occafion to take up Arms, the Camp was h 



He gained in Perfon, and bv his own Direction Nine Field 





Battles. He conquer'd feveral Provinces, and greatly extended 
the Limits of his Empire 3 quitting the Splendors of the Throne 
for the Applaufes of the Field, efteeming the General's Staff as 
the fecureft Scepter. He was naturally munificent and liberal, 
and beftow'd many great Favours without any Manner of Often- 
tation, looking on Gifts as due Debts, and placing Magnificence 
among the firft Duties of a Monarch. He was a Lover of 
Juftice, and watch'd the Adminiftration of his Minifters with a 
rigid Severity. He was temperate in his Diet, and moderate 
in his life of Incentives to Senfuality. But thcfe Virtues, as 
well of a Man, as of a King, were oblcur'd, or rather quite 
loft among greater Vices, both of the Man, and of the King: 
His Temperance rather made him vicious than continent 3 for 
in his Time the Tribute of Concubines was introduc'd, Beauty 
throughout his whole Realm being a Slave to his deprav'd Ap- 
petite and diforderly Lufts, without fo much as making No- 
velty an Excufe. Then his Juftice degenerated to the contrary 
Extreme, and was often confounded with Cruelty 3 for he us'd 
Chaftifement like Revenge 3 doing that with Rage, which 
might have been juftifiable had it been done with Reafon. 
His Liberality occafion'd greater Damage than it did Good 5 
for he loaded his Kingdoms with Impofitions and intolerable 
Tributes 3 and the abominable Fruit of his Tyranny and Op 



predion was confumd by his Profufions and Extravagance 
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He allow'd no Medium, nor admitted of any Diftinction, be-* 
twixt Slavery and Vaflalage 5 and placing his Policy in op- 
prefllng his Subjects, he was more pleas'd at the abject Slavery 
and Dread in which he held them, than at their patient Refig^ 
nation to his Will. Pride was his capital and predominant 
Vice. Whenever Fortune favour' d him he attributed all to 
his own Merit, having a better Opinion of hirafelf than he 
had of his Gods, notwithstanding he had been extremely g 



his own fuperffcitious Idolatry. He was honour'd, accord 
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to them, with frequent Visits from the Devil, who among 
thofe wretched Heathens appears in Vilions, and converfes wi 
fuch of them who are arriv'd to a certain Degree in the Path 
of Perdition. He voluntarily fubjected himfelf to Corte^ con- 
defcending to a Confinement of fo long a Continuance directly 



contrary to all the Rules of the Haughtinefs and Pride of h 



Difpofition. It might reafonably have been doubted 
at that Time, what was the real Caufe of fuch a Subjection : 
But the very Effects of it have fince difcover d, that God took 
the Reins into his own Hand on Purpofe to tame that Mon- 
fter 5 making his unufual Gentlenefs inftrumental to the firft In- 
troduction of the Spaniards, a Beginning from whence after- 
wards refulted the Converfion of thofe Heathen Nations. He 
left feveral Children 5 Two of his Sons, who accompany'd him 
in his Confinement, were kill'd bv the Mexicans, when Cortc? 



made his Retreat j he had Two others, with Three Daughters, 
which Ladies were afterwards converted and marry 'd with Sj>a- 
nlards. But the molt remarkable of them all was Von Pedro de 
Motezuma, who was alfo loon after converted to the Catholick 
Religion, and had that Name given him at his Baptifm. He 
was next Heir to his Father, his Mother being Princefs of the 
Province of Tula, and one of the Queens who relided in the 
Imperial Palace with Royal Dignity 3 which Princefs likewiie 
followed her Son's Example, and was baptiz e! by the Name 
of Donna Maria de TSiiagua Sucbil, keeping up in thofe Surnames 

the Nobility of their Anccftors. 

His Majefty beftow'd many Favours upon Von fpedro, 
giving him an Eftate and confiderable Rents in Nen> Spain, 
with the Title of Count de Motezuma, whofe legitimate Succcifion 
is ftill preferv'd in the Counts of that Title, which illuftrious 
Family, by that Name retain d the heroick Remembrance of 
their princely Original. Motczjima reign'd Seventeen Years. 
He was the Eleventh in the Number of the Emperors, and the 
Second of the Name of Motezuma. To conclude, he died in 

his 
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his BlindndTs amidft fo many, and fo efficacious Remedies, 
Such are the Decrees of Divine Providence, which tho' they 
affe£t the Heart, are beyond human Comprehenfion ! 




CHAP. XVI. 



The Mexicans return to bejiege the Spanilh gar- 
ters. C o r t e 7 makes a Sally. Gains a Temple 
"where the Enemy "was lodged. Defeats and puts 
them to Flight. Does confiderable Damage to the 
City, with a Dejign to terrify them in order to 
make his Retreat. 



U R I N G the Three Days that Motezuma lay ill of his 
Wounds, the Indians attempted nothing of any great 
Conference, notwithstanding they had conftantly 
fome Bodies of Men in Sight, and made fome flight 
Attacks which were eaflly repuls'd. It might have been thought 
that this Intermiffion proceeded from the Senfe they had of 
their Crime, or from the Dread of their Soveraign's Indig- 
nation, whom they had offended in fo outrageous a Manner 3 
had it not been afterwards known that this faint Profecution of 
the War was only bccaufe the Populace were all in Confufion 
and Diforder, without Leaders, the Nobility being all bufied 
at the Inauguration of a new Emperor, who, as was foon after 
known, was QuitlaVaca, King of I^tapalapUj and Second Elector 
of the Empire. This Prince lurviv'd his Coronation but a 
few Days 3 and upon Account of his Indolence and Want of 
Application the very Memory of his Name is almoft: forgot 
among the Indians oi that Country. 

The Mexicans who went out with Mote^unias Body, and were 
intruded with the Propofals for an Accommodation, did not 
return with an Anfwer. This Mark of Obftinacy, at the Be- 
ginning of a new Government, pointed out evil Conferences 
in the Sequel. Corte^ was defirous of retreating with Reputation, 
and had already concerted with his Officers and Soldiers that 
their Departure fliould be very ipeedy, being fully convincd, 
that it was abfolutely neceiTary to recruit himfelf with frefll 

Forces^ 
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Forces, in order to return to Mexico with more Hopes, and upon 
a better Foundation, the Conqueft of which he always look'd 
upon as a Thing which would certainly be, and which he now 
look'd upon as an indifpenfible Obligation in him to profecute, 
fince the Death of Mote%unia 3 out of Refpect and Confideration 
to whom he had kept his Refolutions within more moderate 
Bounds than he now thought himfelf oblig'd to do. 

It was not long before the Indians explain'd what they had 
been contriving during that Sufpenfion of Hoftilities 3 for the 
next Morning after the Day on which they celebrated the Fu- 
neral Obfecjuies of Mote^uma, they renew 'd the War upon a 
better Footing, and with a greater Number of People. By 
Break of Day all the Streets thereabouts were fill d, and the 
Towers of a great Temple garrifon'd, which was but little 
diftant from the Quarters, and where they could command 
Part of the Palace with their Slings and Arrows : That was a 
Poft which Corte^ himfelf would have fortify'd, had he been 
Mafter or Forces enough to divide them 3 but he would not be 
guilty of the Error of thofe who in order to prevent precarious 
Contingencies, are wanting in what immediately concerns 
them. 

The Afcent to the upper Gallery of this Temple was by a 
Hundred Steps, upon the Pavement whereof fome tolerably 
large Towers were erected. In this they had lodg'd about Five 
Hundred Men, chofen out of the Mexican Nobility and were 
fo fully bent upon maintaining it, that they had provided 
themfelves with Arms, Ammunitions, and all other Ne- 
ceifaries, for many Days. 

Corte^ found himfelf under an unavoidable Obligation to 
diflodge the Enemy from this commanding Eminence, the Ad- 
vantages whereof once known and improv'd might produce 
very dangerous Confecjuences, and recjuir'd a vigorous Effort 
towards a fpeedy Remedy. The better to fucceed in this At- 
tempt, without hazarding his Reputation, he drew the greatefl: 
Part of his Garrifon without the Wall, dividing them into fuch 
Squadrons as were necelfary to defend the Avcnuesj and hinder 
the Enemy from receiving Reinforcements. The Attack of 
the Temple he committed to the Conduct of Captain Efcobar, 
with his Company, and about a Hundred more choice Spaniards. 
They began the Engagement by polfefling themfelves of the 
Mouths of all the Streets, and at the fame Time Efcobar made 
his Attack, gaining the lower Porch, and Part of the Stairs, 
without Oppofition 3 for the Indians furfer'd them purpofely to 
advance fo far, that they might have the Advantage of aflaulting 

them 



Book IV- of Mexico, or New Spain, 221 

them nearer, and when they faw their Opportunity, they lin'd 
the Rails of the Porch with Men, and gave the Charge by let 
ting fly their Arrows and Darts with fo much Fury, and at the 
fame Time in fuch good Order, that Ef color was oblig'd to 
make a Stand, and to order the Fire-Arms and Crofs^Bows to 
play againft thofe who appear'd : But it was not poflible for the 
Spaniards to withftand the fecond Charge, which was much 
more furious 3 for they had prepared huge Stones, and prodigious 
large Beams which they let tumble from the Top, which gain- 
ing Force by the Steepnefs of the Defcent, forc'd them to give 
back a Firft, Second, and Third Time : Some of the Beams 



came down half burn'd, that they might do the greater Da 



mage. An odd Imitation of our Fire- Arms ; and it is to be 
fuppos'd was thought a notable Contrivance amongil their En- 
gineers. But however, the Spaniards were oblig'd to break their 
Ranks to avoid thofe rude Salutes 3 and when once they were 
put into Confufion, the Retreat was unavoidable. 

Corte^ who with a Troop of Horfe, was running to all 
Parts where they were engaging, faw this Difadvantage of his 
People 5 and confulting only the Impulfes of his Valour, he dis- 
mounted 5 and having reinforc d Efcobar with fome Tlafcalans of 
the Body of Referve, and thofe of his own Troop, he caus'd 
a Shield to be faften'd to his wounded Arm, and with Sword 
in Hand advanc'd to the Stairs, with a Refolution fo determin'd, 
that thofe who followed him being animated by his generous 
Example, became wholly infenfible of the Danger. He hap- 
pily foon overcame the Impediments which obftru&ed the 
AiTault, gain'd the laft Stair at the firft Attack, and prefently 
after the Rails of the upper Gallery, where they came to Handy- 
Blows with Swords and Clubs. 

Thofe Mexicans were all Nobles 3 and it foon appear'd, by 
the Defence they made, what Difference the Spur ot Reputa- 
tion makes among Men. They luffer'd themlelves to be cut 
to Pieces rather than furrender their Arms ; Some cad them- 
felves headlong from the Rails, perluadcd that a voluntary 
Death was by far the moll honourable. The Priefts, and thofe 
who attended the Service of the Temple, after calling upon 
the Mexicans to defend their Gods, died valiantly fighting : And 
in a very little Time Cortc,^ intirely gain'd the Poll, with the 
Slaughter of all thofe Mexican Nobles, without loiing one Man, 
or having many wounded. 

The Attempt and Refolution of Two valiant Indians , in the 
very Heat of the Engagement, was very remarkable 3 and the 
intrepid Boldnefs with which they endeavour d to execute their 
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Defign, ought not to be pafsM over in Silence- They had 
refolv'd to Sacrifice their Lives for the Benefit of their Country, 
believing that they fhould finifh the War by their Deaths 5 and 
to this Purpofe they had both agreed to precipitate themfelves 
from the Rails, on that Side where there were no Stairs, and 
to carry Corte^ along with them. They ftood together watch- 
ing an Opportunity 3 and immediately, when they faw him 
near the Precipice, they flung down their Arms, and approached 
him, like Deferters coming to furrender5 and being before him, 
they bent their Knees in the Pofture of Suppliants, when all on 
a Suddain they feizd him, and us'd their utmoft Efforts to force 
him to the Precipice 5 but he, not without Difficulty, broke 
loofe, and got clear of them, when at the fame Inftant they 
threw themlelves headlong to the Ground, and were crufh'd to 
Pieces. Corte^ remained rather aftonifhM than mov'd, yet was 
jenfible of the imminent Danger he had been in, by what he 
faw was become of his adventurous Aggreffors 3 but ftill he 
was not much difpleas'd at their Boldnefs, upon Account of 
the Greatnefs of the Attempt. 

Some Circumftances occurred in this A&ion at the Temple, 
which made the Reduction therefore much eafier than it would 
otherwife have been. The Indians were confounded and terrify 'd 
to fee themfelves attack'd by a greater Number than ordinary, 
and by the Spanish Captain himfelf, whom they look'd upon as 
invincible. In the Defence of the Stairs they were rather pre- 
cipitate and confus'd, than regularly diligent?^ and the Beams 
which they call down crofs-ways, and wherein indeed confided 
the bett Part of their Defence, were obfeiVd always to fall 
Point foremofl, and fo pafs'd on thro' the AiTailants, without 
hurting any ot them 3 a Thing which too frequently happened 
to be look'd upon as barely calual: And there are lome who 
relate it as one of thofe Miracles which Divine Providence 
wrought in that Concjueft. All this might neverthelefs be owing 
to their Confufion : But however it was, it is certain that this one 
Circumftancc very much facilitated the Succefs of that Attack 3 
and confidcring how much is to be attributed to God s A fli fi- 
ance throughout the whole Courfc of this War, it will not be 
very much out of the Way, for once, to make the Wonderful 
and the Miraculous equivocal. Cortc^ immediately took Care to 
have convcy'd to the Quarters all the Provifions which the ]n~ 
Sans had depofited in the Store-Rooms of the Temple, which 
be ing in very confiderablc Quantities, prov'd a welcome and 
necellary Supply upon that Occafion. He then ordcr'd that 
the Temple, the Towers, and lome Houfes which were con- 
tiguous, 
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tiguous, fliould be fet on fire and deftroy'd, .that his Artillery 
might command all that Eminence. The Management of this 
he committed to the Tiafcalans, who inftantly put it in Execu- 
tion 3 and turning his Eyes towards the Part, where the reft of 
his People were engaged, he perceived that the greateft Force of 
the Enemies was in the . Street of Tacuba, where the Spaniards 
were warmly charg'd, and hard put to it in defending that im- 
portant Avenue 5 upon which he immediately mounted his 
Horfe, and putting the Reins of his Bridle over his wounded 
Arm, he took a Lance in the other Hand, and haftenM to their 
AfTiftance, ordering the reft of the Horfe to follow him, toge- 
ther with Efcobar, and thofe under his Command. The Cavai- 
:y pafs'd on before, breaking thro' the Multitude, w T ounding, 
overfetting, and trampling them under Foot on every Side, 
without lofing one Stroke, or ever being forgetful of their own 
Defence. The Adtion was very bloody: For luch of the In- 
dians who withdrew on either Side to avoid the Shock of the 
Cavalry, fell in, already half vanquifli'd, with the Infantry, 
who found but little Difficulty in compleating their Defeat. 
But Corte^ fomewhat inconfiderately, advancd before the reft 
of his Troops, fuffering himfelf to be hurry'd away too im- 
petuoufly by the Fire which animated his fearlefs Breaft y and 
when he began to recollect himfelf, and to confider his Error, 
he perceive! that he could not retire, by Reafon that he found 
a numerous Throng of the flying Enemy bearing down upon 
him, owing the prelent Danger his Life was in to the Succefs 
of his own Troops. 

In this perillous Circumftance, he refolv'd to take another 
Street, hoping he fhould there meet with lefs Oppofition 3 and 
in advancing a few Paces, he fell into a confus d Body of In- 



duins, who were dragging along his intimate Friend Andres de 



Ducro, whom they had taken Prifoner by the unhappy Stum- 
bling of his HorlCj and who, to avoid being hack'd to Pieces, 
patiently iuflfcr'd himiclf to be led away to the Sacrifice. Corte^ 
jntrcpidly charg'd that dilordcrly Convoy, and breaking thro 5 
the forcmoft, trampled under his Horfe 's Feet all who ftood in 
his Way, infomuch that his Friend had an Opportunity to dilen- 
gage himfelf from thofe who held him, and to make life of a 
Dagger or Poinard they had, thro' Negligence, overlooked when 
they dilarmd him, with which he made Way by the Deaths 
of levcral of the Enemy, lo as to recover his Lance and Horfe, 
when the Two Friends joining, they pafs'd the Street on a 
hill Gallop, overfetting whole Droves of their Oppofers, till 
they had got fafc to their Troops. This A&ion Corte^ always 

] celebrated, 
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celebrated, looking upon it as one of the moft fortunate Ad» 
ventures of his Life, by Reafon that an Opportunity of favin 
his Friend mould fo luckily fall in his Way at a Juncture wheri 
he was wholly dubious of his own Safety : But Fortune, taking 
the Word in its true, proper, and Catbolick Signification, was fo 
remarkably favourable to him in whatsoever he took in Hand*, 
that his very Overfights and Inadvertencies feldom or never 
faiPd of turning to his Advantage. 

The Enemy was now retiring on every Side 3 but it was 



not thought by any Means advifable to engage any farther, 
by Reafon it was not polfible to follow the Chace, without lea- 
ving the Quarters expos'd. A Signal therefore was made for 
the Retreat 3 and notwithstanding they return'd very much fa- 
tigu'd with that tedious Encounter, it was without Lofs, nor 
any other Dammage than that of a few Soldiers wounded 3 
which was a Circumflance which gave a greater Relifh to their 
Repofe, the Thoughts of their cheap and fuccefsful Victory 
quickly making them forget the Fatigues they had undergone 
in the Battle. This Day a confiderable Number of Houfes 
were confum'd with Fire, and fuch a Multitude of the Enemy 
loft their Lives, that it was hop'd that they would have been ter- 
rify 'd from attempting any new Infults upon the Quarters. 
Some affirm this Sally to have been made before the Death of 
Moteziima : But it was after, according to the Relation given by 
Corte^ himfelf, whom we follow without any farther Examina- 
tion, this not being a Cafe in which the exa6t Time of its hap- 
pening can be of very great Importance. The Succefs at the 
Attack of that Temple was chiefly owing to the General's own 
Valour, for by his iingle Refolution and Example he render'd 
luperable thole Difficulties which had put all the reft to a Stand. 
In that Action he Twice forgot of what Importance his Life 
was to the Caufe, expofing his Perfon to the greateft D.... n 



with much more Courage than Conlideration 3 an Excefs of 
Martial Vigour, which notwithstanding it was attended with 
Succefs, merits rather to be admir'd than commended. 

The Mexicans made fuch great Account of that Exploit of 
Corte^ in ftorming and deftroying the Temple, that they painted 
it after their Manner 3 and lome Pieces afterwards came to 
Light, in which the whole Action was fully rcprefentcd 3 as 
the attacking the Stairs 3 the Encounter in the upper Porch 3 
and laftly their Defeat, and how they abandon'd the Poft to 
their Enemies the Spaniards, together with the burning that Edi- 
fice, the Towers, circumjacent Houfes, <&-c. without omitting 
the minutcft Circumftancc 3 thole Pictures being, as we may 

fay, 
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fay, their Hiftories and Chronicles, which they held in high 
Veneration, and upon the Authority whereof they laid a very 
great Strefs, deeming it a Crimedittle lefs than Sacrilege to de- 
ceive or defraud Pofterity. But in this Particular it was very 
obfervable, that they were not altogether free from a malicious 
Vanity, and introduc'd fome additional Fidions of their own, 
with the View of enhancing the Glory of their Nation 5 for 
they reprefented many Spaniards lying dead, fome precipitating 
themfelves, or thrown headlong down from the Eminence, and 
others forely wounded, deftroying, as may be faid, with the 
Pencil thofe whom they were not able to injure with their Wea- 
pons 5 and endeavouring to palliate their Defeat by expofing 
their Lofs in fuch Colours as might make the Advantage their 
Enemies obtained over them appear like a dear-bought Victory 3 
a Want of Exadnefs, or rather of Sincerity, from which Writers 
are not always free, amongfl: whom this Sort of Concern, this 
Partiality, with which they relate Fa6ts and Paflages, and wreft 
the intervening Circumftances according to the Inclination 
which biaffes their Pens, is become a familiar, and, in a manner, 
habitual Vice 5 infomuch that there are few Hiftories to be met 
with wherein, upon Perufal, the Country, Principles, and In- 
clinations of the Author are not to be difcover'd. Plutarch, in 
his Treatife of the Glory of the Athenians, finds no fmall Parity, 
or Affinity, between Hiftory and Painting 5 as being both the 
One and the Other, lively Defcriptions and Reprefentations of 
Things and Actions. But this Refemblance, Affinity, or Simi- 
litude between the Pencil and the Pen is never fo obvious and 
juft as when, in Hiftory, the Places where the Fads were tranfa- 
6ted are glofs'd with thofe Kinds of artificial Strokes which pafs 
for Ornaments to the Work, and are, in Reality, no other than 
the (perjpeBives in Painting, and may be properly call'd the 
Viftances of Truth. 
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HAP. XVII 



The Mexicans propofe Teace ; but with the View of 
diftrejfing the Spaniards by Want of Provijions. 
Their Difengenmty ts dif cover d. Cortex holds 
a Confultation with his Officers, and it is refolvd to 
leave Mexico that Night. 




H E Day following the Mexicans demanded a Parley, 
to which Corte.^ confented, not without Hopes of 
coming to fome realonable Terms of Accommoda- 
tion. The General went to hear their Propofals from 
tKe Wall j and fome of the Nobles drawing near, with few At- 
tendants, they, on the Part of the new Emperor, propos'd, 
That he, and all his People, fhould immediately prepare to 
fet out, and diredfc their March to the Sea Side where theis 
great Canoes (fo they calFd the Ships) were waiting for them ; 
affuring lum, That tkere fliouid be a Ceffation from aft Ho- 
flilities for as mti|ch: Time as was neceffary for him to make 
himfelf ready for his Departure. Adding, That if he did v 
not inftantly determine to come to that Reloiution, he mighc 
abfolutely depend upon it, that both himfelf and all wha 
were with him fhould inevitably penfli 5 for that they were 
now conyincM by Experience that the Spaniards were not; 
Immortal 3 and that, tho' the Death of every Spaniard fhouldi 
coft them the lives of Twenty Thousand Men : , there would 
ftill remain a numerous Multitude to fing the conclufive 
Vi&ory." Corte^ reply'd, u That the Spaniards never pre- 
fum'd to fay or think themfelves to be Immortal, but valu'd 
themfelves upon being Men of more Valour and Resolu- 
tion than other Mortals ^ and in particular knew themfelves 
to be fo far fuperior, in every Relpedt, to their Nation, that 
without any greater Force than what he then had with him, 
he had Courage and Determination enough to undertake the 
total Deftru&ion, not only of their City, but of the whole 
Empire : But that being mov'd at the Calamities they had al- 
ready fuffer'd thro' their own Obftinacy, he was determine! 
to depart, fincc the SubjedJ of his Embafly, and by Confc- 
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cc quence, all the Bufinefs he had there was at an End by the 
" Death of the Great Mote^uma, whofe Bounties and Friend* 
" fhip had detain'd him at Mexico, and that he would put that 
" his Defign in Execution, without the leaft Delay, as foon as 
" forne Articles, which were neceffary for the Difpofition of 
£C his March, jfhould be mutually agreed upon." The Deputies 
gave Signs of being well fatisfy'd, and made as if they thought 
that Difpatch furhcient, and in Reality they defir'd no better 
Anfwer: But there lay hid a Snake in the Grafs 5 thofe Over- 
tures of Peace they had been making being attended with per- 
fidious Views. 

The new Emperor had call'd a Council of his Minifters 
and Grandees to debate upon Matters relating to the prefent 
War 5 and after feveral Conferences, it was refolv'd, That, to 
avoid the great Damage they receiv'd from the Spanifh Arms,, 
the lamentable Slaughter of their People, and the Ruin of their 
City, the bell Method would be to keep them dole block "J 
up, in order to diftrefe them by Famine 5 not that they fuppos'd' 
the Spaniards would furrender themfelves, but in order to weaken' 
them, that when they were difpirited and wanted' Strength, they 
might attack them with more Advantage 3 having invented 
this new Way of reducing an Enemy, till theft a Novelty, and 
utterly unknown amongft their Stratagems of War. 

Their Defign, in fetting on Foot thofe Overtures of Peace, 
was only in order to obtfain the Sulpenfion of Arms they de- 
fied 3 flattering themfelves, that they might be able to prttti-act 
the Treaty with various Propofals, till the lmall Referve of Pro- 
vifions they had laid up in the Quarters was confum'd'5 to 
which Purpofe Orders were given that all poffible Care fhould 
be taken to hinder them from Relief, blocking up, at a Di- 
ftancc, with Works and Bodies of Men, all the Ways by which' 
the Befieged' might attempt to make their Efcape3 caufing like- 
wife the Paffage to the Caufey, which led towards the Road to 
VcraCru^ thinking it no longer any ways convenient to fuffer 
them to depart the City, left, at this Juncture, wheil'tlie Pro- 
vinces were little fatisfy'd with the prefent Government, they 
might foment the Maleconrents to a Rebellion', or reinforce 
themfelves by an Army of Tlafcahns. 

Some of the Affembly call'd to Mind ieveral' Perfons of great- 
Diffcin<5tion who were Prifoners in the ' Spamjh Quarters, reflect- 
ing' upon what- they mufiV- differ, finee, of' Neccffity they would- 
periflv with Hunger before that Calamity could affect the 1 Ene- 
my : But they were all fo j zealbus'fbr the publkk 1 Caufc- that', 
after fomc Debates;, they unanimoufly voted-, mat thofe Pri- 
foners 
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foners would be eternally happy, and did no more than dif- 
charge their Duty, if they facrific'd their Lives for the Benefit 
of their Country , and it is not unlikely that they far'd the 
worfe upon Account of Mote^umas Three Sons who were with 
them, and whofe Deaths would be no ways unwelcome to 
that Affembly $ the eldeft being a hopeful young Prince, capa- 
ble of wearing the Crown, highly efteem'd by the People, and 
the only Perfon of whom the new Emperor had Reafon to be 
jealous: A pitiful Weaknefs in fuch corrupt and inconfiderate 
Minifters, who, while they make believe that they are labour- 
ing for the Publick Good, are, under that Cloak, gratifying 
their own private Paflions ! 

But what moil: of all concern'd them in general, was the Fate 
of the Chief of their idolatrous Sacerdotes, who was iikewife in 
the fame Prifon with thofe above-mention d 5 for he was univer- 
fally reverenc'd as the Second Perfon in the Empire, and they 
held it as Sacrilege, and an unpardonable Offence againft their 
falfe Deities to fuffer him to perifh. To procure his Liberty 
they made ufe of a very notable Piece of Policy. The fame 



Deputies return'd again that Evening to demand another Con- 



ic 



ference, and propos'd on the Part of their Soveraign, " That 
" in order to prevent any Difputes which might retard the 
" Treaty, it would not be improper for them to fend fome 
one of their Mexican Prifoners to the Emperor with fuffi- 
cient Inftructions to give an Account of what was to be ca- 
pitulated. '* This Propofal, which carry'd with it no ill 
Sound, nor was it attended with any great Difficulty, was readily 
enough agreed to 3 and the Deputies no fooner found it admitted, 
but they artfully let drop, as by Way of friendly Advice, that 
none would be properer to be entrufted with that Negociation 
than a certain ancient Prieft whom they held confin'd, becaufe 
he was an intelligent Perfon, able to explain all Points, and to 
remove all Difficulties which might be (farted, which Ipecious 
and well-manag'd Pretext fuffic'd for the obtaining what they 
defir'd : Not that Cortez was ignorant of the artificial Carelefs- 
nefs of the Propofal 3 out in Competition with the great Im- 
portance it was to the Common Caufe to found the Minds of 
thofe People, he efteem'd it as a fmall Matter to part with a 
Prifoner who was both troublefome and dcteftable. 

Soon after the Prieft was difmifs'd, fully inftru&ed by the 
General in fome Demands eafy to be granted, as concerning 
Meafures for the Commodioufncfs of their March, intending 



afterwards (in Cafe he return'd) to employ him farther as to 
what was to be agreed upon in Relation to the laying down 
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their Arms, the reciprocal Hoftages, and feveral other Matters 
of greater Confecjuence : But it was to no Manner of Purpofe 
for them to wait for his Return, for they were very foon 
undeceive!. The Centinels difcoverd that the Enemy had 
befieg'd.or rather block'd up the Quarters at a much greater Di- 
fiance than they were wont 5 that they appear'd more wary 
and circumfpeft than ordinary, diligently calling up Trenches 
and other Works to defend the PafTage of the Canals 3 and that 
they had detach'd fome Bodies of Men to the Lake who were 
breaking down the Bridges of the principal Caufey, and cut- 
ting off all Communication with the Road which leads to 
Tlajcala $ a Proceeding which fully difcover'd the Artifice of 
their Defigns. 

This Intelligence Corte^ receiv'd with fome Concern 3 but 
inur'd to overcome greater Difficulties, he re-alfum'd his natural 
Calmnefs 3 and upon his firft Refle&ion, which always pointed 
directly at the Remedy, he ordered a Bridge of Beams and 
Planks to be made, wherewith to cover the Opening of the 
Caufey, capable of bearing the Weight of the Artillery, and 
fo contrived that it might, without much Difficulty, be carry'd 
by Forty Men. And without lofing more Time than what 
was necelTary for the compleating of this Work, he alTembled 
his Captains to confulc with them and to take their Opinion 
concerning the Retreat, whether it ftiould be made by Day or 
by Night. In the propofing of this Point he carry'd himfelf 
with an intire IndifFcrency, either becaufe he had not yet come 
to any Refolution, or becaufe he did not care to charge himfelf 
with the Uncertainty of the Succefs. Their Opinions were 
divided, fome being for retreating by Night, others by Day, 
and both Parties had their Reafons pro £7* contra. 

Thofe who were of the firft of thefe Opinions faid, " That 
" Valour and Prudence not being inconfillent with each other, 
" they ought to clmfe the Way which was moft fef ure : That 
cc thc.Mexica?is> whether out of Cuftom,- or Superftition, were 
cc always wont to lay alide their Arms on the Night's Ap- 
tc proach 3 and it was. to be fuppos'd that they would be 
" now lefs vigilant than ordinary upon Account of the Nego- 
<c ciation for Peace,, which they imagined was carrying on and 
" accepted on our Side : And if their Intention was to difturb 
cc them in their March, as the Preparations they were making 
<l feem'd to promife, it was to be confider'd how much they 
" ought to dread an Engagement in the very PalTage of the 
Ci Lake where they could neither draw up their Ranks, nor 
H make Life of the Cavalry, their Flanks all the while exposcl 
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" to the Enemies Boats, oblig'd to force their Way in the 
" Front, and defend themfelves fa the Rear.'' The others, 



on the contrary, maintain'd, " That it was by no Means 
practicable to begin a March by Night, with Baggage and 



a 



cc 



Artillery, by an uncertain Road, raifed upon the Waters, 
when the Seafon itfelf, cloudy and rainy as it then was, fuffi- 
ciently foretold the Succefs they might expect from lo ill 



a contriv'd a Refolution. That the Attempt of moving an 



Army, with all its Impediments, and with the Trouble of 
" laying Bridges to make the PalTage free, was not an Under- 
" taking to be effected without fome Detention and much 
Noife 5 neither in War were the merry Stories of an Enemy's 
Negligence to be depended upon, it being what one may 
indeed fometimes reap an Advantage from, but ought never 
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to be taken for granred, That the imaginary Cuftom of 
the Mexicans never being in Arms by Night, which they 
look'd upon as infallible, notwithftanding they had feen the 
contrary in their fettihg Fire to the Quarters, and pofTefling 
themfelves of the Temple, was not fufficient Authority to 
induce them to believe that they had wholly abandoned the 
only Opportunity they ought to fecure 5 adding, That they 
fliould always hold it far lefs inconvenient to march out at 
a Time when they might fee the Dangers they had to en- 
counter, than to make a Retreat with the Appearances of a 
Flight, and by fo doing to come with little Credit and lefs 
Honour, to feek the Protection of their Confederates, who 
perhaps might defpife their Friendfhip, when they had once 
loft the Opinion they had conceiv'd of their Valour 5 or at 
leaft it would be but very indifferent Policy to ftand in Need 
of Friends, and to apply to them with a baffled and for 
feited Reputation. 

However the Propofal of making the Retreat by Night had 
mod Votes, and Corte^ gave Way to the Majority $ probably 
fuffering himfelf to be prevail'd with for fome referv'd and pri- 
vate Reafon. They all agreed to haften the March without 



farther Delay, and in Conclufion, refolv'd that it fliould be put 
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in Execution that very Night, in order to avoid giving the 
1-Lnemy Time to contrive new Meafures for obftructing the 
Road of the Caufey with any Works, or Trenches, fuch as 
they us'd in the PalTage of their Canals. The building of the 
before-mention'd portable Bridge went on vigorou%5 and 
notwithftanding it may ! be bcliev'd that Corte^ intended -co have 
made Two others, there being Three Canals obcn'd in the Cau- 
ley, they had not fuffitient Time for the Work, nor was it 
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thought 
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thought abfojutely necelfary, as fuppofing, that they could re- 
move the Bridge from one Canal to another when the Army 
had pafs'd the firft : Suppofitions, in which Men are ordinarily 
too late made fenfible of the Difference there is between Spe- 
culation and Practice. 

It is not to be deny'd but that General Corte^ , in the Cort- 
troverfy there was among his Officers upon this Occafion, 
deported himfelf with a more indifferent Neutrality, and 
much lefs Activity than he was accuftom'd to do. It was 
certain that he came to the Council fomewhat inclin'd to 
the fame Opinion which had been refolv'd upon, having 
given Ear to the vain Prediction of a Sort of an Aftrologer, 
who, as he was going in, advis'd him in myfterious Terms 
to march away that very Night, for that he fhould lofe the 
reateft Part of his Army if he fuffer'd a certain favourable 
Clonllellation to pafs, which was very near terminating in 
another Afpect, Unfortunate. This Diviner was a 
a private Centinel, and call'd Botello, chiefly known 
Army by the Name of the Necromancer, to which Appel- 
lation he anfwer'd without the leafl Concern 5 efteeming that 
Epithet as an allowing of his Abilities. As to the reft, he was 
an ignorant Eellow without Learning or Principles, who migh- 
tily valued himfelf upon penetrating into future Events j but 
he was neither fo foolifhly ignorant as they who really make a 
Study of thofe Diabolical Arts, and attain to a Perfection in 
them, nor fo innocent and blamelefs as not to make Ufe of 
fome Characters, Numbers, Words or Charms, fuch as contain 
■within themfelves, a.n abominable Affinity and Stipulation with 
the Devil, the Inventor. Corte^ generally laugh'd at his Progno- 
fticks, difpifing the Man for the Sake of his Profeffion 5 and 
even then heard him with the like Contempt 5 but he committed 
a Fault in liftening to him at all, a Fault which wcis little lefs 
than if he had even confultcd him r and when he fhould have 
had Recourfe to his own Prudence, in order to have chofen the 

11 

propercft and moft whole fome Method of proceeding, he was 
influence! by thofe very Prognpftications which he had fo 




much defpis'd. A pernjciousSort of People, and dangerous Ob- 

fervations which confederate Perfons ought always to avojc) and 

abhor, and more particularly thofe who command 5 for. at the 

fame Time that they are fenfil^e of the Vanity thereof, they 

fuffer their Minds to be preppffefs'd with fomething which 

inclines them either to Fear or Security , and ,when, ( t|ie 0Cr 

cafion comes for rcfolying the Impreflion w%h thpfe/Whim- 

fies 
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lies have made upon the Imagination, they revolt againfl: 
the Undemanding, and always in fome Degree prejudice 
Reafon. 




CHAP. XVIII. 

The Spaniards march out privately. At the En- 
trance of the Caufey are dif cover' d by the Indians, 
w ho attack them with their whole Vower both by 
Land and Water ; They get clear at . loft with 
great Difficulty, and considerable Lofs 7 and reach 
the Town of Tacuba. 

H E very fame Evening the General difpatch'd ano- 
ther Mexican as his Embaffador to the City, with Pre- 
tence of continuing the Treaty begun by the before- 
mention'd Prieft : This Feint was a Thing which was 
thought necelTary to amufe the Enemy : The Inftrucl:ions that 
Meflenger carry'd, were to allure them of the Sincerity of their 
Intentions in that Negociation, and that all Things fliould be 
got ready for their Departure within Eight Days Time at 
fartheft. Corte^ in the mean while was diligently difpofing 
Matters for them to begin their March, the Shortnefs of the 
prefix'd Time making every Moment precious. 

He diftributed his Orders, and gave his Captains the ne- 
ceflary Inftructions againfl: all Accidents which might happen 
upon the March with all imaginable Precaution. He form d 
his Van- guard of Two Hundred SpaniJJ? Soldiers, with the 
ehoicefl: of the Tlafcalans, and about Twenty Horfe, under the 
Conduct of the Captains Gon^alo de SandoVal, Francifco de Aze- 
bedb, Diego de Orda^ Francifco de Lugo, and Andrh die Tapia. He 
gave theCommand of the Rear Guard, with a greater Num- 
ber both of Horfe and Foot, to tPedro de Afrarado, Juan Vclaf- 

ijue^'de 'Leonj and other Captains of tfiofc who came with 
N'd^Vae^. 1 In the main Body, or Center, he plac'd the Pri- 
foncirs,, Artillery, and Baggage with the reft of his Army, rc- 
fcrVirlg ^ith hjltifelf; to be employed as. Neceflity fliould re- 
quire; One Hundred choice Men, with the Captains Afoaro 

iydvila, CbriftoVal de Olidy and (Bernardin Vafquez^de Tapia. Things 

thus 
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being thus difpos'd, he made a fhort Speech to his Soldiers 
laying before them the Difficulties and Dangers of the "Under- 
taking : "Upon which he inlarg'd a little the more, becaufe ii 
was a current Opinion among them, that the Mexic 



gag'd by Night, and it was nece(Tary to infpire them 



Diftruft, left they mould fall into an over-great Security, a 
dangerous flattering Enemy in all Military Actions, inclining 
the Mind to a certain Carelefsnefs, which feldom fails of produ- 
cing fatal Confequences 3 whereas a prudent Fear is always 
wont to prevent a fhameful one. 

He next caus d all the Gold and Silver, Jewels and precious 
Scones, which were in the Cuftody of CbriftoVal de Guzman, 
Groom of his Chamber, to be brought into his Apartment ,• 
and out of it he leparated the Fifth belonging to the King, in 
thofe Things which were moft valuable, and leaft bulky, of 
which he made a formal Delivery to thole Officers who had 
Care of the Accounts and Provifions of the Army 5 giving a 
Mare of his own, and fome wounded Horfes for the Carnage 
thereof, in order to ipare the Indians who might be, in other Re- 
fpecls, ferviceable upon that Occafion. The Remainder, ac- 
cording to what Computation could be made, amounted to 
the Value of upwards of Seven Hundred Thoufand Pieces of 
Eight, all which Wealth he left with little or no Reludancy, 
protefting publickly, u That it was no Time to be embarafs'd; 
and that it would be a Shame to employ thofe Hands fo un- 

hily which ought to be left free for the Defence of Life, 



«c 



going 



" and Reputation." But finding the Soldiers not f< 
tented with this inexcufable Lofs, he added, as he 
away $ " That they ought not to look upon their R 
" thence as an intire abandoning of that accjuir'd Treafure, 
and their main Defign, but as a neceiTary and indifpenfable 
Difpofition in order to return to that Enterprize with a 
greater Force, after the fame Manncras a Man draws back his 



a 



'C 



Arm in order to give the greater Blow. ' And withal gave 
them to underftand, that he mould not think it a mighty Crime 
in them to take away as much of that Wealth as they conve- 
niently could ; which was the very fame Thing in F.ffcCt, as 
to leave Moderation to the Difcretion of Avarice . Neverthe- 
lefs the greateft Part of them, notwithstanding they law this 
abandon'd Treafure in their Power, took Care to go light and 
ready for whatever might offer, tho' indeed there were 



fome, and particularly thofe who came with NarVae^^ who 
gave themfelves up to Pillage, without the leaft Conlidcration, 
finding Fault with the Narrownefs of their Knap-Sacks, and 



N 



the 
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the fmall Depth of their Pockets, loading their Shoulders be- 
yond what they were well able to bear ; a Liberty in which, 
to Appearance, all the Military Care and CircurnfpeG^ion of 
Corte^ were afleep : For he could not poffibly be ignorant, that 
Gold to a Soldier is not only an outward Embarrafment when 
there is Occafion to engage, but likewife an Impediment, which 
never fails of difturbing the Mind : It being much eafier for 
rhofe who have not a very great Regard for their Duty, to part 
with their Honour than with their Prize. 

We have no other Excufe to make for him, but that 
he was perfuaded that he fhould be able to execute his 
March without meeting with any Opposition ; and if this 
Security, which does not feem to have been his natural Difpo- 
fition, had any Relation to the Prediction of the Aftrotoger, 



after firft acknowledging the Error he was guilty of in hearke 



g to him, this muft not be iook'd upon as a Second Error, 
but as an Inconvenience attending the Firft. 

It was little lefs than Midnight when they march'd out of 



their Quarters, without the Centinels or advanc'd Guards find 
g any Thing to give them the leaft Sufpicion : And notwith 



ftanding both the Wetnefs of the Weather, and the Darknefs of 
the Night favour'd their Intention of marching cautioully, and 
free them from any Jealoufy of the Enemy's continuing Abroad 
in their Works, they fo punctually obferv'd Silence and Circum- 
fpe&ion, that Fearitfelf could not have wrought what Obedience 
and Difcipline did in thofe Soldiers. The portable Bridge 
went along with the Vanguard, and thofe who had the Charge 
of it, lay'd it over the firft Canal 5 but the Weight of the Horfe 
and the Artillery made it ftick fo faft in the Stones which fup- 
ported it, that they were by no Means able to remove it to the 
other Canals, as they had defign'd 5 nor had they indeed an 
Opportunity to do it j for before the Army had all pafs'd the 
firft Breach of the Caufey, they were oblig'd to take to their 
Arms with the greater! Precipitation, being affaulted on every 
Side when they leaft of all fufpe&ed any fuch Matter. The Sub- 

tilty with which thofe Barbarians difpos'd their Entcrprize was 
very worthy of Admiration. They obferv'd with a vigilant 
Diflimulation the Motions of their Enemies. They aflembled 
and diftributcd without Noife the unmanageable Multitude of 
their Troops. They took Advantage of the Silence and Dark- 
nefs of the Night to compafs their Intention of drawing near 
without being difcover'd. They covcr'd the whole Length of 
the Lake on each Side of the Caufey with arm'd Canons ; be- 
ginning the Attack with fo little Confufion and fuch good 

Order, 
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Order, that the Spaniards heard their Shouts, and the 'warlike 
Sound of their Shells, almoft at the fame Time that they felt 
the Sharpnefs of their Arrows. 

Cortex^ and 'his whole Army had undoubtedly been deftfby'dj 
if the Indians had obferv'd the fame good Order in the Heat of the 
Engagement as'dhey did in the Beginning of the Attack ; But to 
them Moderation andDafeipline were fuchaCanteint, that when 
once they began to be enraged, Obedience ceas'd, and Ouftom 

prevaiFd, charging in Heaps upon that Part where they peroeiv'd 
the Bulk of the Army 5 preffing upon each ooher after fuch a 
Manner, that their Camas were brok£ to Pieces by ftriking upon 
the Caufey 5 and the rude Shocks of thofe who were ftiriouHy 
endeavouring to advance, prov'd, as we may exprels it, a Second 
Rock upon which they fplit. The Spaniards made terrible Be- 
ftru&ion among that naked and diforderly Multitude, but tljey 
had not Strength fufficient to hold out fuch incelTant Ufage 
of their Swords and Spears : Nor was it long before they found 
themfelves likewife attacked in Front, and were obliged to turn 
their Faces towards that Part where the Danger grew moft pref- 
fing 5 for the Indians who were at a Diftance, or who could not 
bear the Tediouinefs of their Oars, flung themfelves into the 
Water, and with their accuftomary Fusy and Confufibn, cliiiibci 
up and got upon the Caufey in fuch Numbers, that they 
throng'd one another fo that they were not able to make life 
of their Arms, which new Piece of Temerity had^ upon this 
Occafion, the Circumftances of a Relief 5 for they were eafily 
routed, and all of them in a Manner being kill'd, their Bodies 
were fufficient to fill up the Canal, with no other Trouble than 
the flinging them in, where they fervid to fupply the Want of a 
Bridge for the Army to pafs over. After this Manner lome ofour 
Writers relate it 5 tho' others fay, That they luckily found a Beam 
of fuflicient Breadth, which the Enemy had left whole in the 
Second Bridge, on which the Soldiers pals'd over in Files, guiding 
the Horles thro' the Water by the Bridles. After what Man- 
ner foever it happened, for it is not eafy to reconcile thcfe dif- 
ferent Accounts, nor indeed do all of them delervc Reflection, 
they overcame the Difficulty of this Pals by their indefatigable 
Induftry and Perfeverance, and the Vanguard profecuted 
their March without being much retarded by the hi\ Canal 3 
for the Water being Shallower by the Neighbourhood of t 
Shore, they could eafily wade thro* the Remainder of the Lake 5 
efteeming it as a particular Piece of good Fortune, that theEhe- 
my, out of fuch Multitudes of People as they had to fpare, 
had not fene any Troops to the other Side 5 for that would have 

2 occaiion'd 
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occafion'd a new, and far more dangerous Difpuce for thofe 
who were making to the Shore wounded, and half, fpent 
with the Water above their Middle : But this came not within 
the Compafs of their Confideration, neither, probably, did 
they difcover the Army's March till it was too late 3 or what 
may be moil likely, their Confufion and Diforder was fo 
great, that they did not immediately refolve upon oppofing the 
Retreat. 

Corte^ pafs'd with the jfirft Body of his People, and ordering 
Juande Xaramillo to take Care to form them as fail as they ar- 
rived, he returned without Delay to the Caufey, with the Cap- 
tains Gon^alo de SandoVal, ChrlJloVal de Olid, Alonjo DaYila^ Fran~ 
cifco de Morla, and Gon^alo Vojmngue?^ He enterd into the En- 
gagement, animating thofe who fought, as well by his Prelence 
as by his Example : He reinforced his Troops with as many 
Soldiers as he thought neceflary to ftop the Enemy, by lining 
Two Avenues of the Cauiey, and order'd the reft to file off 
from the Center, caufing the Artillery to be thrown into the 
Water to free the Palfage, and facilitate the March. His Valour 
did very much in this Difptite 3 but what his Mind fuffer'd 
was much more, when in the Midft of this frightful Obfcurity 
he heard the Voices of Spaniards calling upon God in the laft 
Moments of their Life, whofe Lamentations confufedly mix'd 
with the Shouts and Threats of the Indians, caus'd another ter- 
rible Conflift in his Bread between the Impulfes of Anger and 
the Motions of Pity and Companion. 

Thefe melancholy Sounds came from the Part which was 
next the City, where it was wholly impracticable to think of 
giving them any Relief, by Reafon the Enemies, who were 
rowing up and down upon the Lake, had taken Care todeftroy 
the Bridge which Corte^ had caus'd to be laid acrofs the Canal 
before the Rear-Guard had all pafs'd, and there it was the Spa- 
niards fuffer'd molt 5 for the chief Body of the Mexicans clos'd 
with tlicm, obliging them to retreat to the Caufey, cutting in 
Pieces all the hindcrmod and leait circumfpeft, who, for the 
mod Part, were of the Number of thofe who were wanting in 
their Duty, and had evaded entering into the Fight for the lake 
of the Gold which they had brought from the Quarters. Thefe 
died ignominioufly, hugging and embracing the miferable Load 
which made them Cowards in the Engagement, and tardy in 
their Flight, not only lofing their own worthlefs Lives, but blc- 
mifliing the Character ot their Nation, and bringing an iinjull 
Reflcdhon upon the whole Expedition, for they pafs'd in the 
Account of the Dead, as Men who had fold their Lives at a 
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dearer Rate, whereas in Equity and Reafon Cowards ought not 
to be counted in the Number of the Conquer'd^ 

Cortex at laft retir'd with all he could pick up of the Rear- 
Guard, and as he was penetrating thro' the Second Space of the 
Caufey, with little Or no Oppofition, he Was join'd by Pedro Je 
Jharado. who ow'd his Life to little lefs than a down-right 
Miracle of Activity and Refolution : For having found himfelf 
clofely befet on every Side, his Horfe kill'd under him, and one 
of the Canals ftill before him in his Way, he fix'd his Lance, 
or Spear, in the Bottom of the Lake, and forcibly railing his 
Body by a notable Spring of his Feet, poizing and fupporting 
his Weight in the Air by the Strength of his Arms, with a de- 
fperate Leap caff himfelf on the other Side : A furprizingly 
bold Action, and which has fince been look'd upon as fome- 
thing furpafling Nature 5 and Jharado himfelf, when he after- 
wards reflected upon the enormous Diftance, and the Succefs 
he had met with in the Attempt, eafily became fenfible of the 
Difproportion there was between the Fact itfelf and the Feafibi- 
lity of performing it. (Bernal Dia^del CaJMlo, in his Hiftory, feems 
to doubt of the Truth of this unaccountable Leap, making no 
Scruple of treating it as a mere Fiction, and indeed actually 
contradicts the whole, tho' he does not exprefs himfelf after a 
very regular Manner 5 for atfirft he (lightly pafles over this Cir- 

cumftance, and anon returns to it again, with the Diffidence of 
one who is afraid of being in the wrong, and at the fame Time 
repents his having given into the Belief of it with too much 
facility. But in our Opinion it is fcarce reafonable, or even 
probable, that, upon this Occafion, Jharado mould feign fuch 
a ftrange Sort of a Story, and father upon himfelf an Action 
which, if ever fo much taken for granted, would at the belt only 
give an Opinion of his Agility, but could add no Manner of 
Reputation to his Valour. As for our Parts, we relate no more 
than what has been credited and affirm'd by Writers, and au~ 
thoriz'd by Tradition, that Place being ftill known under the 
Denomination of El Saltode Alvarado, or Jharado' s Leap 5 nor 
do we find any mighty great Difficulty in believing that, upon 
this Occafion, as in ieveral others, it might poflibly be true tho* 
fomewhat improbable : And confidering the Extremity to whicl 
Pedro de Jharado then found himfelf redue'd, it appears lefs won- 
derful, as being not fo much an Action abfolutely beyond the 
Power of a Man to perform, as an extraordinary Effort of a 
Perfon driven to the laft Neceffity. 
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CHAP. 





CHAP. XIX. 

Cortes, marches the Road towards TIafcala. 
Some Troops from the circumjacent Towns follow 
the Army at a Diftance, till being joind by the 
Mexicans, who likewife purfue him, they attack 
his Rear, and oblige him to take Refuge in a 
Temple. 

H E Army gain'd the firm Land with the firft Ap- 
pearance of the Day, and halted near Tacuba, not with- 
out fomejealoufy of that Town, which was very po- 
pulous, and a Friend to the Mexicans 3 but they took 
Care not immediately to quit the Neighbourhood of the Lake, 
that they might give Time to thofe who could efcape from 
the Battle to fave themfelves : Nor was that Proceding unne- 
ceffary 5 for feveral Spaniards and Tlajcalans found the Advan- 
tage of that Stop, who by their Valour and good Management 
got off by fwimming to the Shore, where they hid themfelves 
in the Fields of Mai^ thereabouts till the Morning. 

Thefe gave the General an Account that the laft Divifion of 
the Rear-Guard was intirely cut off, and Corte^ having drawn 
up his Troops, found that he had loft about Two Hundred 
Spaniards, more than One Thoufand Tlajcalans, Forty Six Horfes, 
and all the Mexican Prifoncrs, which laft, without being able 
to make themfelves known in the Confufion of the Night, 
were treated as Enemies by thofe of their own Nation. The 
Spaniards were fatigu'd and difcourag'd, their Numbers dimi- 
nifli'd, and the Artillery all loft, expecting every Moment to be 
attack'd, and the Place of their Retreat far off 5 and among fo 
many Motives of Concern, their Misfortune receivM a greater 
Addition by the Lofs of fome principal Captains, in which 
Number thofe of the greateft Note were, Amador de Lare^, Fran* 
iijco de Maria, and Prancifco de Salcedo, who loft their Lives, dif- 

charging their Duties wixh extraordinary Valour. Juan yelafque^ 
de Leon, who retreated in the very laft of the Rear-Guard, like- 
wife loft his Life opprefs'd by Multitudes, fhewing an invin- 
cible Courage even to his latcft Gafp : A Lofs which was gene- 
rally lamented ; for all Men refpeclcd him, as the Second Pcr- 

lon 
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fon in the Army. He was an Officer of very great Hie, as 
well for his Advice as for his Readinefs to execute. His Tem- 
per was fomewhat referv'd, but fteady in all his Actions 5 grave 
without being difagreeable, formal, or precifely tedious 5 on all 
Occafions a ftri6t Lover of Truth, and had a Mind fo noble and 



generous, that he followed Corte^ and forfook his Kinfman Diego 
Velafqtie^ merely becaufe he looked upon the Proceedings of 
the one too rafh and unreafonable, and found thofe of the other 
to be juft and honourable. He died with the Character of a 
Perfon very neceflary in this Concjueft, much mifs'd, often re- 
member'd, and univerfally regretted, 

Corte^ fat down upon a Stone to reft himfelf a little, while 
his Captains were putting the Troops in Order, and difpofing 
them to profecute their March. He found himfelf fo opprefs'd 
with inward Concern, that he never more than now flood in 
Need of all his Magnanimity and Refolution to temper his 
Grief, and fuit it to the prefent Pofture of Affairs. He ium- 
mon'd up, and endeavour'd to fupport himfelf with his innate 
Conftancy, begging a Truce of his melancholy Reflections : But 
at the fame Time that he gave his Orders, animated his People, 
and exerted himfelf with his wonted Alacrity and peculiar Vi- 
vacity, his Eyes let fall Tears, which he was no more able to 
retain than he was able to conceal them from thofe who were 
about him 5 a manly Weaknefs, which, as it feelingly exprefs'd 
a tender Concern for the common Caufe, could not be /aid to 
caft any manner of Blemifh upon his Character. It mull 
certainly have been an ObjecT: well worth feeing, to behold that 
renowned Leader fo fenfibly touch'd, without the leaft Abate- 
ment or Slackening of his undaunted Refolution , and his 
Countenance all bath'd in Tears without lofing any Part of the 
Air of a Conqueror. 

He inquir'd for the Aftrologer, whether in order to repri- 
mand him for the Part he had in haftcning the March, or to 
divert his Melancholy by rallying him upon his Science j but he 
was told that he was kill'd in the firft Aifault of the Caufcy, it 
happening to that Wretch after the fame Manner as we ordina- 
rily fee verify 'd in thofe of his Profeflion : We fpeak not of 



thofe who really undcrfland the Foundation of that Art, ma- 
king Ufe of the fame by the Rules of Reafon 5 but of thofe who 
take upon them to judge and foretel what is to come: A Sett 
of Men, who, for the Generality live wretchedly and die mi- 
ferably 5 ever follicitous about other People's Happinefs, and 
always unhappy thcmfelvcsj infomuch, that one of the Claf- 
fick Authors takes upon him to fay, That the Very Inclination 
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to a Vain ObferVation of the Stars, is a fuffcient Argument to induce 
one to believe that the T erf on who has that Curio fay was born under an 
evil Timet. 

But in the Midft of thefe Misfortunes, it was no fmall Con- 
folation to Hernan Corte^ and the whole Army, that Donna Ma- 
rina and Ccronbno de Aguilar had found Means to efcape from 
the Battle, in the terrible Confufion of that Night, they being 
the principal Inftruments of that Conquer!, and no lefs necef- 
fary at that Time than they had been before 3 for without them 
it was altogether impoffible to ftir up and engage the Minds of 
the Nations they were going to feek : Nor was it lefs happy, 
that the Mexicans gave over following the Chacej for they gave 
Time to the Spaniards to breathe after their Fatigue, and the 
Horfe had Leifure to march with the difabled Men behind 
them 3 and the Army likewife after a lefs hafty Manner. This 
Stop of theirs proceeded from an unthought-of Accident, which 
may be attributed to the Providence of God. The Sons of 
Mote^uma, who had attended their Father during his Continu- 
ance in the Quarters, together with all the Mexican Prifoners 
who were left under Convoy along with the Baggage, were un- 
fortunately kill'd by the Enemy 3 and in the Morning when 
the Indians } allur'd by the Spoils of the Dead, beheld, piere'd 

thro' with their own Arrows, the Bodies of thofe unhappy 
Princes, whom they reverene'd with that fame Kind of Ado- 
ration they once did their deceafed Father 5 when they beheld, 
I fay, that mortifying Object, they flood amaz'd, ftupify'd, 
and confounded, without daring to pronounce the Caufe of 
their Aftonifhment. Thofe who firft faw it drew back that 
others might approach, and all in general were abfolutely mute, 
expreflTing their Surprize by Silence. However, it was not long 
before the News was carry 'd thro' the Troops, and they were 
all feiz'd with Fear and Amazement 3 the "Ufe of their Senfes 
and Faculties being for fome time fufpended, with that Kind of 
fudden Terror, which the Ancients call'd Tanicl^ Fear. The 
Mexican Chiefs refolv'd to fend an Account of this Accident to 
the new Emperor 3 and he, who was fore'd to afFcct a Con- 
cern out of Compliance with thofe who fincerely exprefs'd 
theirs without feigning, commanded the Army to halt ; begin- 
ning the Ceremony of the Funeral Outcries and Lamentations 
which us'd to precede the Obfecjuies, whilfl: the Priefts, follow'd 
by all who had remain'd in the City, came to receive the Royal 
Bodies, in order to conduit them to the Burying-placc of their 
Anceftors. It was to the Death of thofe Two Princes that the 
Spaniards were indebted for the firft Recovery from their Con- 
fufion. 
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fufibn, and that feafonable Refpite : But rhcy larriented their 
Untimely Fate as one of the greateft Lofies that could have 
befallen them, and particularly Corte.^, who, in thofe Princes, 
lov'd and refpected the Memory of their Father, and Part or 
his Hopes had founded in the Right of the Elder. 

Cortex^ in the mean while directed his March towards Tla/cala, 
with Guides of that Nation, his Army continually in Battle 
Array, as not being without Sufpicion of the Enemy's Delay 3 
iince upon fuch Occafions Diffidence and Fear is oftner attended 
with Succefs than is a too confident Security. They were not 
long in that Uncertainty before fome Bands of arm'd Indians, 
who follow'd them in the Rear, without approaching within 
Shot. Thefe were the Inhabitants of Tacuba, Efcapu^ako , 
and Tenecuya, whom the Mexicans had fummon'd out to obferve 
the Spaniards on the March, till fuch time as they had djfcharg'd 
themfelves of their Duty towards the Sons of Motezjtnu. A po- 
litick Contrivance in thofe barbarous People! However, thefe 
were but a fmall Annoyance to the Spaniards upon the Road • 
for they always kept at a Diftance : So that they only offended 
with their fcurrilous Language and Shouts : But they continu'd 
this Kind of harmlefs Hoftility till the whole Multitude of 
the Mexicans came up, at which Time they all inftantly uni- 
ted, and advancing with their accuftomary Swiftnefs, made 
fo brisk and fo refolute an Attack upon their Rear, that they 
were all obliged to face about to repulfe them. Corte^ extended 
his Front where he polled his Fire-Arms and Crofs-Bows, be- 
ing oblig'd to engage in the open Field, without having any 
Place of Security to retire to. As many of the Indians as 
had Courage enough to vcntute near, died, without any Dif- 
couragement to the reft. The Horfc fally'd out to skirmifh, 
and made a very great Slaughter : But the Number of the Ene- 
mies continually increas'd, and their Arrows and Slings did 
considerable Dammage from afar. The Spaniards were tir'd 
with fuch powerful Refiftance, with fcarce any Hopes of repul- 
finer that enormous Multitude : and now their Valour began 
to liacken for Want of Strength 5 when Cortc^, who behav'd 
himfelf in the Battle like a Soldier, without forgetting the Duty 
of a General, obferv'd a certain riling Ground at no great Di- 
Jflance from thence, which commanded the whole circumjacent 
Plain. Upon the Top of that Eminence was a towef'd Build- 
ing which appear'd like a Fortrefs, or at lcafl: the Exigence in 
which he found himfelf, made him fancy it as fuch. He re- 
folv'd to polTefs himfelf of this Po/fc for the Advantage of its 

Situation $ and to that Purpofe he detach'd a Party of Men to 
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advance co reconnoitre, and himfelf foon after mov'd with the 
Grofs in order to gain it, which yet he did not find could be 
effected without Difficulty, being oblig'd to face the Enemy 
all the while they were alcending the Hill, and to place fome 
Companies of Harcjuebufiers to defend the Avenues 5 but they 
happily compafs'd their Delign, pofleffing themfelves of the 
Tower without Refiftance, and in that found all the Advanta- 
ges which, at that Time, their Imagination could frame. 

It was a Temple dedicated to the Sylvan Deities, or Idols 
of the Woods, to which thofe Barbarians recommended the 
Product of their Harvefts. The Priefts and Servants who at- 
tended the abominable Worfliip of that Place, had quitted it, 
flying from the Neighbourhood of War, as People of a diffe- 
rent ProfefTion. 

The Court of this Temple was fufficiently capacious, en- 
compafs'd with a Wall, after their Manner of building, which, 
together with the Towers wherewith it was flank'd, render' d 
it tolerably defencible. Under the Shelter of thefe W r orks, 
which amongft thofe People was look'd upon as an inexpug- 



nable Fortrels, the Spaniards began to breathe. They lifted up 
their Eyes and Hearts towards Heaven, receiving this timely 
Relief from the imminent Perils to which they had been ex- 
pos'd, as an immediate Act of Divine Providence: Nor did 
this pious Reflection ceafe to remain with them even after the 
Danger was all over 3 for in Memory of the fignal Service that 
Temple did them, in affording them Shelter in an Exigence 
wherein they were near being reduc'd to the laft Extremity, 
they erected afterwards in that very Place a Hermitage, with 
the Invocation of the Blejfed Virgin, which is known to this Day 
by the Name of TStuejlra Scnnora de los (Remcdios, where People 
daily find Relief in their Ncccfllties j and where, in the Devo- 
tion of the Faithful, who arc Inhabitants of thofe Parts, may 
be fcen the Acknowledgment and grateful Remembrance they 
retain of fo great a Benefit. 

The Enemy did not dare to mount the Hill, nor did they 
give any Signs of their intending an Alfault : But they ap- 
proach'd within Musket Shot, begirting the Eminence on all 
Parts, and made fome Advances to fhoot their Arrows, wounding, 
for the mod Part, the Air, and fometimcs the Walls, as if it 
were to chaflize them for oppofing their Vengeance. In the 
mean Time nothing was to be heard but barbarous Shouts 
and Menaces, whereby they endcavour'd to conceal the Defects 
of their Valour, and which ferv'd only todifcovcr their Wcak- 
nefs. They were, with little Trouble, kept off till the Evening 

3 began 



t 



Book IV. of Mexico, or New Spain. 243 

began to approach, at which Time they all retir'd, and toe 
the Road towards Mexico 5 whether it was to comply with the 
Obfervation of their Cuftom, of retiring with the Sun, or that 



they found themfelves tir'd with having been in a Manner con- 



tinually engag'd from Midnight till then. It was difcover d 



from the Top of the Towers, that they halted in the Middl 
of the Plain, and dividing into feveral Bodies, and leemingly 



endeavour d to conceal themfelves, as if they had not given 
fufficient Evidence of their Intention, and publifli'd, by the Man- 
ner of their Retreat, that they left the Difpute in Sufpence. 

Cortex difpos'd every Thing in his Quarters with ail the Care 
and Circumlpctftion that a Night fo unfecure, and a Poll fo 
threatened oblig d him. He ordered the Guards and Centinels 
to be (boner relieved than ordinary, that all might have their 
Share of Reft. They made fome Fires, as well becaufe the 
Coldncfs of the Seafon required this Relief, as to confume the 
Arrows of the Mexicans, thereby to deprive the Enemies of 
that Ammunition. 

He gave a fmall Refrefhment to the People of the Provifions 
found in the Temple, and what the Indians had fav'd with 
Baggage. Particular Care was taken oftheCureof the Wounded, 
which was attended with no fmall Difficulties in a Place where 
all Neceflaries were wanting 5 but they apply'd fuch Remedies 
as the Place afforded, and which in fome Meafure iupply'd the 
Want of more proper Medicines, by alTwaging their Pain, and 
the Horfe-Cloths lerv'd for Lint and Bandage. 



Corte^took Care of all, but Hill without forgetting the Danger 
to which he lay exposed 3 and before he would retire to take the 
leaft Repofe, he aflembled his Officers to confult with them what 
was to be done in this Jundfrurc. He had already refolv'd within 
himfelf, but he always evaded deciding in hazardous Matters, 
and he was a great Mailer at bringing People over to rcfolvefor 
the beft, without fliewing his own Opinion, or making Ufc oi 
his Authority. He then propos'd different Methods which 
miohc be taken, with the leveral Inconveniences attending them, 
leaving them to judge between the Pofliblc and the Difficult. 
He began by intimating, u That the Trouble in which they 
had been all that Evening, and the preceding Night, was not to 
be undergone the Second Time 5 neither could they ever again 
without apparent Raflineis, attempt to undertake a Mar 
fighting all the while with an Army fo extremely fup 



Ct 



cc 



c c 



a to them in Number, oblig'd, in io indifpcnliblc a Manner, 

Time, to employ both their Hands and 



a 



fuch Difod vantage : That to avoid being again f 



" to 
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cc 
cc 

Cc 

cc 
cc 



to a Refolution fo dangerous and accdmpany'd with fo many 
infuperable Inconveniencies, he had fome Thoughts of at- 
tacking the Enemy in their Lodgment under Favour of the 
Night ; but he was of Opinion, that it would be but a fruitlefs 
Labour, fince, at the beft, they fhould only oblige the Multi- 
tude to difperfe for the prefent, who would not fail to join again, 
cc from which Method of theirs had proceeded the Tedioufnefs 
* c of that War : That he had thought afterwards of maintain- 
" ing that Poft, till fuch Time as the Mexicans fliould be tir'd 
with keeping the Field 5 but that the Want of Provifions, 
which they already fuffer'd, likewife rendered that Method 
<c impracticable." And laftly he told them, (and this was what 
he had determined upon,) u That he had been thinking w hether 



cc 
cc 



cc 
cc 



r - D 

would not be the beft Way to march that fame N 



cc 



and get Two or Three Leagues from thence by Morning, 
iC that the Enemy, according to their Cuftom, not moving 
till Sun-rifing, they fhould have the Opportunity of gaining 
Ground without any farther Trouble- fo that in Cafe the 
<c Mexicans fhould refolve to follow the Purfuit, they would not 
be able to overtake them before they had fufficiently tir'd 
themfelves, and it would be eafier to continue their Retreat 
with a lefs vigorous Oppofition. But considering that the 
Troops were in fo bad a Condition, weary 'd and near (pent, 
it would be a Piece of unreafonable Inhumanity to put 
them, without new Caufe, upon the Fatigue of an unfea- 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



cc 



H fonable March, in a dark Night, and uncertain Road 
cc withftanding the prefent Exigence they were in, rccjuird ex- 
<c traordinary Remedies, and a fpeedy Refolution 5 and in a 
<c Cafe where nothing was fecure, they were to weigh the fe- 

Difficulties, and to chufe that which was attended by 



(C 



cc 



the feweft 



He had lcarce finiflVd his Difcourfe, when all the Captains 
agreed, That no other Refolution was practicable, and that they 
ran the lead Hazard in refolving to proceed on their March 
without any further Delay than what was abfolutcly ncccflary, 
meaning fome Hours of Reft to refrcfh the People ; fo that the 
March was refolv'd upon at Midnight 5 in which Cortc^ con- 
formed himfelf to what was really his own Opinion, tho' he 
treated it as the Opinion of others : A fubtil Piece of Policy 
which he was accuftomed to make Ufc of, in order to prevent 
Difputes when the Affair was urgent, and admitted of no Delay, 
and which only thofe can pradtifc who undcrfta 



Deciding by asking Advice, and which is attained by leaving 
thing for others to reafon upon when the Propofal is made. 
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XX. 



The Spaniards continue their Retreat. They undergo 
great Fatigue and Difficulties. The Army reaches 
the Valley of Otumba, where, in a pitch 'd Battle y 
the whole Power of Mexico is utterly defeated. 




LITTLE before the appointed Hour the Troops 
were all ready afiembled, having flept with Concern, 
d wak'd without Difficulty. The Order to march, 

given at the fame 




d the Reafon for fo d 
Time ; upon which they all diligently prepar'd for their fe 
out, fenfible of the Neceiffity, and praifing the Refolution. 
General Corte^ order'd, that as a Blind to conceal from the Ene- 
my their Motion, they fhould leave all the Fires burning, and 
giving to 'Diego de Orda^ the Charge of the Van-Guard, with 
fome trufty and intelligent Guides, he plac'd his chief Strength 
the Rear, where he himfelf remain'd, that he might be 



the Danger, and by h 



known Care and Vigilance, b 



Security to thofe who pafs'd before. They fet forward with 
all necelTary Silence and Caution, and then ordering the Guides 
at firft to keep at fome Diftance from the High Road, and to re- 
avTume it in the Morning, they march'd a little more than Half 
a League continuing their Circumfpection and Vigilance, not- 

Handing the Silence they kept and the Dai knefs of the Night. 



B 



upon their entring into a broke 



1 



w 



having pafs'd the 
d hilly Ground, the advanced Guard fell into an Ambufl 
lich the very People who endeavour'd to hide themfelves, 

how to conceal, for they gave Notice of the Danger 



beforehand, both by Shouts and 
Indians came pouring down from the E 



d divers Troops of 



out 



from 



g 



the 



fli 



d 



out Order, attack'd on the Planks 3 and 



fufedly 



d rufhing 



a 



d 



wi 



ith- 



thftanding 



they 



f( 



to oblige the Army to halt, 



yet the Spaniards were nece/Titated to interrupt their March every 
now and then in order to beat orF the moft daring of the Ene- 
my who ventured neareft, to break thro' feveral Ambufcades, 



and to difpute divers narrow Pa(fes. The Spaniard 
henfive at firft that it was a Second Attack of the 



s 



whole Army 

which 
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which they had left on the other Side of the Temple 3 and 
fome of our Writers report this Action as a Purfuit of the 
Grofs of the Mexicans : But thefe intermitted and loofe Attacks 
were not agreeable to their Manner of fighting, nor does it an- 
fwer what they afterwards did : And in our Opinion, they were 
the Militia of the neighbouring Towns, who, by previous Or- 
ders received from Court, endeavour'd to difturb the Army's 
March, polling themfelves in the broken Parts of the Road : 
For if the Mexicans had difcover'd the Retreat, they would have 
come ail in a Body as they were accuftom'd to do 3 They 
would, with their united Force, have begun the Attack in the 
Rear, and not have divided themfelves into fmall Companies, 
converting the War into a few light Skirmifhes. 

With this Kind of Oppofition, which was rather troublefome 
than dangerous, the Army advanc'd Two Leagues 5 and a little 
before Day, they halted in another Temple, lefs capacious, 
and fituated upon an Eminence not altogether fo high as the 



former, but of furficient Height to view the Country round 
about, and by the Number of Enemies they fhould difcover, 
to judge of what Meafures and Refolutions were propereft to 
be taken for their Security. The Light of the Morning did 
not only difcover what Sort of Indians they had to deal with, 
but likewife the Diforder in which they were 5 and finding that 
what they had fufpected for a new Charge of the Enemy's Ar- 
my, was no more than the Infults of a defpicable Herd of Pea- 
fants, they renew'd their March without farther Delay, with 
the Intent of advancing as far before the Enemy as pofTibly 
they could, in order to avoid, or at lead to render more dif- 
ficult, the Purfuit of the Mexicans. 

The Indian Peafants continued their Shouts, ftill following 
them at a Diftance, like frightned Dogs, which by barking 



exprefs their impotent Rage 3 till having advanc'd about Two 
Leagues farther, they difcover'd a Village advantageoufly fitua- 
ted, and, as they believ'd, well peopled. Corte^ pitch'd upon 
this Place for his Quarters, and gave Orders to his Officers to 



poffefs themfelves of it by Force, if they could not by fair 



Means 3 but they found it wholly forfaken by the Inhabitants, 
together with fome Provifions which they could not carry off 3 
an Article which, at that Juncture, was very welcome, and no 
lefs necelTary for the recruiting their cxhaufted Strength,, than 
was fo fcafonable a Rcfting-placc. Here the Army ftayd a 
Day, and fome fay Two 3 the Condition of the Wounded be- 
ing fuch, that they could not proceed fooner. They made 
Two Marches more through a Country ftill more rocky and 

barren, 
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barren, always out of the great Road, and fomewhat doubtful 
whether their Guides went right. : They had no Coyer, under 
which to pafs the Night • nor did the Perfecution of thofe In- 
dians ceafe, who continually kept in Sight 5 or perhaps, they 
might be others, who came out upon the firfl; Order to follow 
them thro' their refpective Diftricts. But above all other In- 
conveniencies in thefe Marches they fufTer'd Hunger and Thirft 
to that Degree, that they wanted little of being quite difpiri- 
ted. The Officers and Soldiers animated each other ; and Pa- 
tience, ambitious of vying with Valour, us'd its utmoft Ef- 
forts to withftand thofe fevere Tryals. They were forc'd to 
have Recourfe to the Herbs and Roots of the Field for Sufte- 
nance, without examining whether they were venomous or 
harmlefs, tho' fuch as were the mo ft prudent govern'd them- 
felves by the Knowledge and Example of the TUfcakns. One 
of the wounded Horfes died, and the Want they had of that 
Creature's Service in the Army was forgot with Joy, for it was 
divided, as a particular Regale, among thofe who were in the 
greateft Extremity, who celebrated the Feaft by inviting their 
beft Friends to partake of that dainty Food. A relifliing Ban- 
quet at that Time, at which all Scruples of Stomach gave Way 

to Neceffity. 

The laft of thefe Two Marches terminated in a little Vil- 
lage, whofe Inhabitants, without abandoning their Dwelling 
like the others, gave them free Entrance 5 neither were they 
wanting in their AfTiftance to them with a feeming Chearful- 
nefs and Sedulity in every Thing they were order'd, which 
Obfequioufnefs and unexpected Entertainment was a new Stra- 
tagem of the Mexicans, that their Enemies might come lefs 
prepar'd to the Snare which they had provided for them. 
Thefe Villagers freely fhew'd their Stores of Provifion, and 
from other neighbouring Villages procure! what was fufficient 
to make the fatigued Spaniards forget their pair. Sufferings. Early 
in the Morning the Army was all ready difpos'd to afcend 
the Mountain which, on the other Side, declin'd into the Val- 
ley of Otumba, thro' which they mufl of NecefTity pafs to take 
the Road that leads to Tlafcala. Here they obferv'd fome Al- 
teration in the Indians who followed their March 5 for their 
Shouts and Scoffs exprefs'd rather a joyful Satisfaction than In- 
dignation : And Donna Marina took Notice that they frequently 

faid, Go on Tyrants ! go on, for you will quickly arrive at the Place 

where you will all perijh. Thefe Expreflions gave them Occafion 
to reflect j for thofe Words were too often repeated not to im- 
port fomething particular. Some began to doubt that thefe 

x Indians, 
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Indians confid ing in the Udfcalans, rejoic'd at the Danger to which 
the Spaniards were matching , as having receiv'd fome No- 
tice that there had happened a Change in the Fidelity, or Affe- 
&ion of that Nation. But Cortex and thofe of better Judg- 
ment and Penetration, look'd upon this Novelty as no other 
than a Token of fome Ambufli that was then nearer than 
Tlafcala 5 for there wanted not Examples of the Simplicity and 
Eafinefs with which the Indians were wont to publifli the very 
Thing which they endeavour'd to conceal. 

They continued their March, forewarn'd now., and their 
Minds difpos'd for entering upon frelh Action, when the ad- 
vanc'd Guard, having reach'd the Mountain Top, came back 
with an Account that the Enemies had poffefs'd themfelves of 
all the Valley, barring up the Paflage to the Road whither 
they were directing their Courfe with a raoft formidable Mul- 
titude. It was the fame Body of Mexicans which they had left 
at the firft Temple, re-inforc'd with new Troops and other 
Commanders. They difcoverd in the Morning, as may be 
prefum'd by the fucceeding Circumftances, the unfeafonable 
Retreat of the Spaniards 3 and notwithftanding they did not 
doubt but that they fhould be able to follow the Purfuit, yet 
they fear'd, very confiderately, by the Experience of that 
Night, that it would not be poflible to deftroy them before 
they reach'd the Tiafcalan Territories, if they went on fecuring 
the advantageous Polls of the Mountains : For which Reafon 
they fent Difpatches to Mexico for Re-inforcement, that an Af- 
fair of fo much Importance might not mifcarry for want of 
neceffary Force, which Propofal was fo well receiv'd in the Ci- 
ty, that all the Nobility inlfantly fet out, folio w'd by the reft 
of the Troops which they had alfembled, to join the Army3 
and in the fmall Space of Three or Four Days they divided 
themfelves by different Roads, marching under Shelter of the 
Mountains with fuch Expedition, that they got thither before 
the Spaniards, and fill'd the whole Valley of Otumba, which 
was a very fpacious Plain, where they might, undifcover'd, 
wait for the Spaniards their Enemies, and attack them without 
embaralfing each other for want of Room. Notably well con- 
fider'd, and the Refolution as well executed 3 both which might 
have been envy 'd in Leaders of greater Experience, and Peo- 
ple better difciplin'd and lefs barbarous. 

Upon the firft Intelligence it was not fufpected that they 
were the Mexicans j but on the contrary, they belicv'd, as they 
were going up the Hill, that the difpers'd Troops, with their 
accuftom'd Levity and Impotence, had united themfelves in 

o rd c r 
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order to defend fome Pafs j but upon gaining the Summit, they 
difcover'd a very powerful Army, and in much better Order 
than any they had feen before, whofe Front took up the whole 
Bredth of the Valley, whofe Depth the Eye could not reach, and 
which was the laft Effort of the Mexican Power, compos 'd of va- 
rious Nations, as the Diverfity and Diftance of the feveral Co- 
lours and Standards denoted. The Captain-General of the Em- 
pire was diftinguifh 'd in the Center of the Multitude, born up 
upon Men's Shoulders, in a Litter mod fumptuoufly adorn'd, 
in fuch Manner, that being to be feen by all, and a Witnefs of 
every one's Behaviour, his Orders muff, be punctually execu- 
ted. Upon his Chair, or Litter, flood ere&ed the Royal Stan- 
dard of Mexico, which was not intruded to any other Hand 
but his, and could only be brought into the Field in Cafes of 
the greater! Exigence and Importance. The Form of this Stan- 
dard was a Net of Many Gold, hanging on a Pike, and 
crown' d with a Plume of Feathers of various Colours, both 
which was a Sort of myfterious Superiority above the reft of 
Hieroglyphicks of the leffer Enfigns. The wavering and 



fus'd Motion of fuch different Arms and Feathers appear'd beau- 
tiful amidfl the Horror of fo many Objects of War and Deftru- 
(ftion. The Spanijh Army perceiving the frefli Danger for which 
they were to prepare their Minds and Arms, Corte^ be 
mine the Countenances of his People with that r 
crity which influenc'd their Hearts far better than Words 5 and 
finding them infpir'd, rather with a Martial and generous Re- 
fentment than with Fear and Confternation, " Our Cafe is now 
fuch, faid he, that we muff either die or conquer : The Caufe 
of our God fight for us." Nor had he Time to fay any 
more 3 for the Soldiers themlelves interrupted him, crying 



for the Word of Command, in order to engage, upo 



he only flay'd to give them fome few neceffary 
fuch as the prefent Occafion requir'dj and, as he was accu- 
ftom'd, invoking St. James, and St. <Peter, he advane'd with his 
Front extended, and united the Body of the Army with the 
Wings of the Horfe, who were appointed to defend the Flank, 
and fecure the Rear. The Fire-Arms and Crofs-Bows made 
their firft Difcharges fo opportunely, that the Enemy had fcarce 
Time to make Ufe of their miffive. Weapons. The Swords 
and Lances did ftill greater Dammage, the Horfe taking Care, 
at the fame Time, to break and put to flight thofe Troops 
which endeavour'd to pafs. beyond them in order to indole 
their Army and attack their Rear. They gain'd iqme Ground 
by this firft Charge. The Spaniards gave no Strode without a 

R r r ' " J Wound 
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Wound, nor any Wound which needed a fecond Blow. The 
Tlafcalarts threw themfeives into the thickeft of the Battle, with 
an infatiable Thirft after Mexican Blood 3 and all had fuch 
Command of their Paffions, that they kill'd by Choice 5 firft 
feeking out thofe who appear'd to be Leaders. But the Mexi- 
cans fought with great Obftinacy, advancing, tho' not with the 
bed Order, yet with furprizing Refolution to fupply the Places 
of thofe who fell 3 and the Spaniards were fatigu'd with the 
Slaughter of them, for the Battle was continually renewing with 
frefh Men. Their whole Army feem'd to give Way whenever 
the Cavalry charg'd them, or the Fire-Arms advanc'd 3 but they 
return'd with new Vigour to recover their loft Ground, the 
Multitude moving from Place to Place with fuch Celerity, that 
the whole Field appear'd like a ftormy Sea of Men 5 the per- 
petual Flux and Reflux feeming to authorize that Simile. 

Corte^ fought on Horfeback, continually relieving, with his 
Troop, where the greateft Strefs lay, carrying Death and Ter- 
ror upon the Point of his Lance, wherefoever he came. But 
the obftinate Refiftance of the Indians gave him no fmall Con- 
cern 3 for it was not poffibly to be hop'd, but that the Strength 
of his Men muft abate with fuch unintermitting Action 3 and 
reflecting upon the Meafures he might take to advantage him- 
felf, or to make his Way to the Road, he was relieved in this 
Perplexity by one of thofe Obfervations which he was accu- 
ftom'd to lay up in his Mind to make Ufe of upon Occafion. 
He remember'd to have heard among the Mexicans, that the 
whole Fortune of theirBattles depended upon the Standard Royal, 
the gaining or lofing of which decided the Fortune of the 
Day on either Side : And being not infenfible into what 
Diforder and Confufion the Enemy was always put by the 
Charge of the Cavalry 3 he took a Refolution to make an ex- 
traordinary Effort for the gaining of the Imperial Srandard, 
which he could very well diftinguifh. To this Effect he call'd 
for the Captains Gonzalo de Sandoval, Tedro de Ah>qrado y CbriftoVal 
de Olid, and Alonzo DaYila, to follow and fccure his Rear, to- 
gether with the reft of rhe Horfe which generally attended 
him. Having encourag'd them with a fliort Harangue, and 
given the neceflary Inftructions how they were to proceed, he 
advanc'd with little more than half Speed, and attack'd on that 
Part which appear'd weakeft, and leaft diftant from the Cen- 
ter. The Indians gave back, dreading, as they always did, the 



§hock of the Cavalry 3 and before they could recover trhem 
fel'ves to make a fecond Motion, the Spaniards threw themfelVes 
upon the confus'd and diforder'd Multitude with fuch Vigour, 

and 



Book IV. of M.Exico i or New Spain, 251 

and in fuch good Order, that breaking and treading under 
Foot whole Battalions, they, without much Oppofition, arriv'd 
at the Place where the Imperial Standard was defended by the 
Band of Nobles who were appointed for its Guard : And while 
the Captains were clearing themfelves of that numerous At- 
tendance, Corte^ fpurr'd on his Horfe, and clos'd with the 
Captain-General of the Mexicans, who, at the firft Stroke of his 
Lance, fell dangeroufly wounded, on the other Side of his Lit- 
ter : He was foon forfaken by his Guard, and left almoft alone, 
when Juan de Salamanca, a private Gentleman, leap'd from his 
Horfe, put an End to the little Life he had left, and feizing the 
Standard, gave it into the Hands of Corte^. This Juan de Sa~ 
lamanca was a Perfon of fome Diftinction in the Army, and for 
having, upon that Occafion, done his General fuch a Piece of 
Service, the Emperor conferr'd fome Favours upon him, giving 
him for the Creft, or Device, of his Arms the Plume of Fea- 
thers which crown'd the Mexican Standard. 

Scarce did thefe 'Barbarians behold the Imperial Standard in 
the Power of the Spaniards, when they ftruck all the reft of 
their Colours : And throwing down their Arms, they betook 
themfelves to a precipitate Flight, feeking for Shelter in the ad- 
jacent Woods and Fields of Mai%. The neighbouring Moun- 
tains were all cover'd with the terrify 'd Remnants of the Mexi- 
can Army 3 and in a few Moments the Field of Battle remain'd 
to the victorious Spaniards, who purfu'd their Victory with all 
the Rigour of War, and made a raoft terrible Deftruction of 
the Fugitives. It was abfolutely necclTary to ruin and difperfe 
them, that they might not return to unite again : Anger and 
Refentment urg'd what Conveniency dictated. On our Side 
fome were wounded, of which Number Two or Three Spa- 
niards died at Tlafcala j and Corte^ himfelf receiv'd a Blow on his 
Head with a Stone, fo violent that it batter'd his Head-piece, and 
made a fmall Fraction in his Skull 5 but the Hurt done by the 
Contufion was ftill greater. The Spoil was given to the Soldiers, 
which was very considerable 5 for the Mexicans came prov ided 
with coftly Jewels and Ornaments as to an aiTur'd Triumph. 
The Hiftory fays, that Twenty Thoufand Indians loft their 
Lives in this Battle. Matters, upon fuch Occafions, arc gene- 
rally ftretch'd 3 but whoever will believe that the routed Army 
confifted of above Two Hundred Thoufand Men, will find 
lefs Improbability in the Greatnefs of the former Number. All 
Writers, as well Strangers as thofe of our own Nation, relate 
this Victory as one ol the greateft that was obtain'd in the 
Two America's. And if it were certain, that Santiago, or 
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James the Apoftle, fought vifibly for his Spaniard, as fome Pri 



loners affirm'd, the 



more credible 



ghter of thofe People would appear 



lefs furprizing, akhoug 



Truth, it was 



not neceflary to have Recourfe to a vifible Miracle, where there 
appear'd fo many Evidences of the immediate Hand of God 
upon feveral Occafions 3 to whofe Power the Succelfes of Ar- 
mies ought ever to be attributed, with efpecial Consideration, 
fince He has proclaimed himfelf to be the Lord of Hofts 3 that 



Mortals may be fenfible that it beh 



them to hope for 



Victory at his Divine Hands, and to acknowledge it to be only 
his Heavenly Diipofal, without making any Account of thei 

lometimes he chaftife 



ther mould any offe 



gth, tho' ever fo g 
s by aflifting the lefs powerfi 

fide in the Goodnefs of their Caufe 3 for at other Times 
he corrects thofe whom he moft favours, giving the Charg 
of the Stroke to an impious and unworthy Hand. 
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P. I. 



The Army marches into the Province of Tlafcala 



lr ; the Caziques and 
"o r oifit Cor tez : they celebrate 
their City with publick Rejoy- 



and quarters in Gualip 
Senators come 
his Entry into 

rings \ and Cortez, by frejh Experience, finds 

he had feeured the Affei~lions ofthofe People. 
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thejjpafied the Nigh*, , as in a Place of no great Security, 
and^we next Day they found rhe Roads free from Enemies, 
the neighbouring Plains leaning them from all danger of 
Amfrnfeades : However they ftili perceived llgns of their be- 
ing m" an Enemy's Counffy, by the Cries and dntant Menaces 
of the Mexicans, who after that manner took leave of thofe 
they could not flop. 

A little after, they difcovered and entered the Bounds of 
cTlafcala, known to this day by fome Remains of that fa- 
mous Wall, which was built by the ancient Inhabitants to 
defend the Frontiers of their Country, joining together the 
Hills that bordered it in all thofe Places which Nature had 
not made inacceflible. The whole Army exprefs'd their Joy 
by Acclamations, upon their entring the Territories of this 
Republick. The llafcalans threw themfelves upon their 
Faces to kifs the Earth, like difconfolate Children returned 
to the Lap of their Mother. The Spaniards made their 
thankful Acknowledgments to Heaven for this Repofe after 
all their Fatigues, and they all lay down near a Fountain, 
whofe Water at that time gained the Reputation of being 
delicate and wholefome, from the Praifes the Spaniards gave 
it, which have been particularly mentioned by feveral Wri- 
ters ; whether it were that their violent Third: made it feem 
the more refrefliing, or that they could now allay it in Peace 
and Security. 

In this place Hernan CorteZj made a fhort Difcourie, tel- 
ling;; them or what Importance it was to preferve the Friend- 
Ihip of the 'Tlajcalans, by their Kindnefs and Civility ; and 
that when they came into the City, they fliould look upon 
the giving offence to any one Inhabitant, as a Matter that 
might endanger their common Safety : he afterwards refolved 
to flop by the way to gain Intelligence, and difpofe Mat- 
ters for his Entry with the knowledge and perminlon of 
the Senate ; and accordingly at Noon he halted at Guali- 
par, a confiderable Town in thofe days. The Inhabitants 
met them at fome diftance, to fhow their Good-will, offer- 
ing their Houfes, and whatever elfe they had occafion for, 
with fo much Refpecl: and Submiflion, that the moft Jealous 
acknowledged there could be no room to fuipecT: a People 
of Artifice, who gave fiich Proofs of their Sincerity. Cortex 
accepted the Invitation, and quartered his Soldiers with all 
the caution that was nccelTary, to be perfectly fecurc. 



Im- 
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Immediately after which, he deliberated about fending 
two Tlafcalans with an Account to the Senate of his Retreat 
and Succefs : But before he could do this, Fame carr/d the 
News of his Victory ; and almoft at the fame time came 
his great Friend Magifcatzin, the blind Xicotencal, with his 
Son and others, to vifit him on the part of the Republick. 
Magifcat&in advanced before the reft, calling himfelf into 
his Arms, and then ftepping back, that he might behold 
and admire him, as one that fcarce believed he had the 
Happinefs to fee him alive. The blind Xicotencal, guided 
by the Sound, made his way with his Hands, lliewing his 
Affection after a more tender manner, defirous to inform 
himfelf by the Touch, and fnowing his Satisfaction by a 
Flood of Tears, the only way by which his Eyes could tefti- 
fy his Joy. The reft came after, whilft the fir ft went to 
congratulate the Captains and Soldiers of their acquain- 
tance. On this occafion, Xicotencal the Younger diftin- 
guifhed himfelf, by appearing fomewhat diftatisfy d, and re- 
ferved in his Compliments ; and altho' it was attributed, at 
that time to the Ruggednefs of a military Man, it foon ap- 
peared that he preferved in his Mind the Diftruft of a re- 
conciled Friend, and the ungrateful Remembrance of hav- 
ing been conquered. Herncm Cortez, went afide with the 
Senators, and found in their Converlation and Behaviour 
all the Delicacy of Manners, which could have been ex- 
peeled from a People of the greatcft Politenefs. They in- 
formed him, that they had already got together their Troops 
to fuccour him againft the common Enemy, and were ready 
to march with Thirty Thoufand Men to fecure his Retreat. 
They exprefted a great Concern for his Wounds, looking 
on them as fo many Sacrileges committed in that fedi- 
tious War. They regretted the Death of the Spaniards, and 
particularly of Juan VclajqueZj de Leon, whom they loved, 
as being fenfible of his good Qualities. They condemned 
the barbarous Confpiracy of the Mexicans ; and, laftly, of- 
fered to aftift him in his Revenge with all their Forces, and 
thole of their Allies : adding, That they were now not only 
Friends of the Spaniards, but likewiie Vaflals of their King, 
and fo were doubly obliged to obey his Minifter's Orders, 
and die by his fide. And after this manner they concluded 
their Difcourfe, nicely diftinguilhing betwixt the two Obli- 
gations of Friendfhip and Vailalage, and declaring them- 
ielvcs bound by LoyAty, to what they were before engaged 

by 
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by Inclination. Cortex made great Acknowledgments for 
their Offers ; and by all that could be gathered from their 



Difcourfe, they not only retained their Good-will for the 
Spaniards, but had improv'd it into an Efteem : For the 
Lofs they fuftained at their marching out of Mexico, was 
looked on as an Accident of War, and was wholly effaced 
by the Victory of Otumba, which was admired in 'ffafcala. 
as a Prodigy of Valour, and the chief Glory of the Retreat 




They propofed, that he fhould immediately go to the City, 
where his Quarters were provided ; neverthelefs they readi- 
confented to allow the Spaniards fome time to refrefh 
themfelves, becaufe they were defirous to prepare for his 
Entry, which they determin'd to honour with publick So- 
lemnity, and to celebrate alter the fame manner they did 
the Triumphs of their own Generals. 

The Army continued three Days in Gualipar, being liberal- 
ly fupply'd with every thing that was neceflary, at the Charge 



of the Republick. After which, the Wounded being fome 
what recovered, Cortez> gave notice to the City, and pre- 
pared to march. The Spaniards put on all their Finery for 
that Day, adorning themfelves with the Jewels and Plumes 
of the vanquifhed Mexicans-, an outward Show which de- 
clared the Importance of the Vi&ory : For, on fome Occa- 
fions, Oftentation gives credit to a Caufe, and Modefty is 
unfeafonable. The Caziques and JMinifters of State, in 
Form of a Senate, clad in their Richeft Robes, and accom- 
panied by a numerous Attendance of their Relations, came 
out to receive the Army. The Roads were covered with 
People, the Air was filled with Acclamations of popular Ap- 
plaule, and nothing was heard but the Praifes of the Vic- 
tors, and Reproaches upon the Mexicans. At their en- 
trance into the City, they were entertained with the Sounds 
of Kettle-Drums, Flutes, and Winding-Horns, diftributed 
into different Choirs, which alternately fuccecded each other, 
making a pacifick Mufick with their warlike Inftruments. 
The Troops being conveniently quartered, Cortez, con- 
tented, after much refiffance, to lodge with MagijcatZjin •> 
giving way to his earneft Entreaties, that he might not dis- 
oblige him. And for the fame Reafon, Pedro de Aluarado 
went with old Xicotcncal ; but altho' the reft of the Ca- 
ziques were defirous to entertain the other Captains, they 
courteoLilly decline! it, it being improper to leave the Main 

Guard without a fufficient Number of Officers. The Spa- 
niards 
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niards made their Entry into Itafcala in the Month of July 
1510. altho' in this point Writers are not entirely agreed 
But I ftiall referve my Difcuflions for Matters of more con- 
fequence, and where a fmall Variation is of great Impor- 
tance. 

The fame Evening they began their Feftival of the 



Triumph, which continued for fome Days, the Indians all 
employing their utmoft Addrefs to divert their Guefts, and 
celebrate their Victory, without excepting the Nobles, or 
thofe who had loft Friends and Relations in the Engage- 
ment ; whether it were that they dented to take part in 
the general Joy, or that it was not permitted in this warlike 
Nation to efteem the End of thofe unfortunate, who died 
Battle. They gave Challenges, and Rewards were af- 



llgn'd for the beft Markfmen. They contended likewife 
the Exercifes of Leaping and Running ; the Evenings were 



{pent in the Diverfion of Rope-Dancing ; an Exercife they 



were very fond of, and where the Mind of the Spectator 
is divided betwixt Fear and Pleafure. But the Show always 
ended with Balls and certain Dances in Mafquerade ; the 

Diverfion of the Multitude, whofe diforderly, noify Mirth 
finiih'd the Demonftrations of their Applaufe. 

The Sincerity and good Correfpondence of thefe People 
anfwered all the Hopes of Cortex The Nobles were friend- 
and refpectful, and the common People pafllon&tely 
fond, and fubmiiTively obedient. Cortex exprels'd a grate- 
ful Senfe of their Affection for him, commended their 
Diverfions, caretfing fome, and honouring others with equal 




Confidence and Satisfaction. The Captains affifted him 
the gaining of Friends by their Courtefy and Prefents ; and 
even the meaneft Soldiers endeavoured to make themfelves 
lov'd, by fliaring generoufly with the Tlajcalans the Jewels 
and Spoils they had brought from the Battle. But in the 
Spring-time (as I may fay) of this Felicity, an Accident 
happened which gave a damp to all their Joy, For the 
Wound which Cortex had receiv'd in his Head, and which 
was ill cured, appeared afrefh with bad Symptoms ; and 
the over-much Exercife he had ufed on thefe Days of Re- 
joicing, occafion'd an Inflammation in his Brain, with a ftrong 
Fever, which reduced him to fuch a Condition, that his Life 
was thought to be in danger. The Spaniards looked on 



ppy Accident, as what threatned no lefs than the 
Lofs of their Lives and Fortunes j but the Concern of the 
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Indians was triors rem^rkaMe, as fbeing lets expeclefd ; for 
they no rooner heard of ihis iMnefs, but laying afide all 
their Mirth, they fell into the other Extreme of an iricon- 
folable Grief. 

The Nobles, full of Anxiety and Sorrow, were Conti- 

uiring after the ^eule, a Name which We have 
before observed they gave to their Demigods, or 'almoft 
Deities. The common People came in iTroops to be- 




wail tiis Lofs, fo that the Spaniards were obliged to de- 
ceive them with the hopes of his mending, in order to 
keep them at a diftance, that they might not difturb Car- 
tez, with their Cries and Lamentations. The Senate fent 



for all the beft Phyficians of their Country, whofe Skil 
confifted in the Knowledge and Choice of Medicinal 
Herbs, which they apply'd with a wonderful Diicern- 
ment of their Virtues and Effects, varying the Medi- 
cine according to the Condition and different Turns of 
the Diftemper ; and to them he was entirely beholden for 
his Cure : For making ufe at fir ft of wholefome coolii _ 
Simples, to correct the Inflammation, and mitigate the 
Pain, which occafioned the Fever, they proceeded, by de- 
rees, to apply others proper to ripen and heal the Wound, 
with fo much Skill and good Fortune, that, in a little 
time, they reftored him to his perfect Health. 

Let the rational Phyfician laugh at Empiricks; 'tis cer- 
tain, however, that the firft Knowledge of Phyfick was from 
Experience : and in a Country entirely unacquainted with 
Natural Philofophy, which fearches out Caules by Effects 
it was no (mall matter to find fo great a Pro£refs made ni 




the Knowledge of Nature. The News of his Recovery 
was celebrated with frefh Rejoicings, and Herna'n Cortex* 
had further Experience of the Affections of the Tlafcalans : 
And his Head being now at liberty for Thought, he refum'd 
his high Defigns, forming new Plans to avoid the Inconve- 
niences, and remove the Difficulties which mended his 
Undertaking; an inward War of Objections and Solu- 
tions, the end of which was to reconcile Prudence widi 
Magnanimity. 
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CHAP. n. 

I 

An Account comes that the Province of Tepb&a 
had taken up Arms. Embajfadors arrive at 

Tlafcalla from Mexico. A Gonfpiracy, tar- 
ried on by Xicotencal the Younger, again ft the 
Spaniards, is dif covered. 

ERNAN CORTEZ was in pain to know the 

Condition of Affairs at Vera Cruz., the Prefervatidri 
of that Place being the principal Bafis and Foun- 
dation of his new Projects : He therefore wrote to Aodrigo 
Rangel, whom he had appointed Lieutenant in that Go- 
vernment, under Gon^alo de Sandoval ;. and quickly re- 
ceived an Anfwer by the extraordinary. Jpiligence of the 
Couriers of that Country, importing, 'That nothing new* 
had happened either in the Garrifon, or oh the Cdaft, to 
give him any Concern ; That Narvaez, and Sahaticrra 
were in fafe Cuftody ; and That the Soldiers were pleafed, 
and kindly treated : the Zemfoalans, Totonaques, and other 
Confederate Nations, adhering with great Fidelity and 
Friendfhip to the Terms of their Alliance. 
, B u t at the fame time he acquainted him, that the Cor- 
poral and eight Soldiers, who went to Tlafcala for the 
Gold belonging to the Garrifon, were not returned ; and 
that if the Report, current among the Indians, was true, 
of their having been murdered in the Province of Tcpea- 
ca, it was to be feared, that the wounded Soldiers of 
Narvaez,, who remained behind in Zempoala, had met 
with the fame Fate ; for as faft as they recovered, they 
marched away in little Troops, being extremely defirous 
to arrive at Mexico, wiiich they confidered as the Centre 
of all their Wealth and Profperi ty. This Misfortune much 
afflicted Cortez>, becaufe he had reckonci upon the Rein- 
forcement of thofe Soldiers, whofe Number, according to 
Antonio de Hcrrcra, amounted to above fifty ; and allow- 
ing it his, as Bcrnal Diaz, del Caftillo writes, vet Was the' 

Lofs 
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Lofs very great upon this Qecafion, and in a Country where 
one Spaniard was of more Value than a thouiand Indians. 
Upon this, Cortez, enquird among his Tlafcdan Friends, 
tfho confirm'd the Report of Range I ; and faid, They had 
conceal'd it from him, left fuch bad News might have been 

a Hindrance to his Recovery. . 

I t is mod certain, that the eight Soldiers who went from 
Vera Cruz*, arriv'd ztTlajcala, and left again that Place, in or- 
der to return with their Share of the Gold, at a time when 
they began to fuipecl: the Fidelity of the Province of Tf- 
peaca, which, with feveral others, had fubmitted in the firft 
March to Mexico; and that both the one and the other Party 
had been maflacred by the People of that Province, appear'd 
afterwards very evidently, by their calling in the Mexican 
Troops to fupport their Treafon : which made it abfolutely 
neceuary to fubdue thofe Rebels, and drive the Enemy to 
a greater diftance. Nor did this Defign admit of any De 



lay, becaufe the Situation of that Province cut off the 
Communication between Mexico and Vera Cruzi, ; and it 
was neceffary to open that Paffage, before they could un- 
dertake arty thing of Importance : Neverthelefs Hernan 
Cortex deferr'd to ask of the Republick the Atliftance of their 
Forces ; becaufe he was informed at the fame time, that 
the ITepeacans had fome days before made an Inroad into 
the Country of Tlajcala, plundering, and deftroying fome 
Settlements on the Frontiers ; and made no queftion but 
the Tlajcalans would apply themfelves to him, as it {hortly 
after happen'd : For the Senate came to a Retblution to 
chaftife the Infolence of that Nation, and to endeavour 
interesting the Spaniards in the War, as equally exafpc~ 



rated and injur'd by the Death of their Companions. The 
Affair took the Turn that CorteZj wifh'd; and he fo ma- 
nag'd Matters as to grant, what he was under a neceflity of 



asking. 

There happen'd afterwards another Accident, which gave 
the Spaniards frefli Difquiet: For there came Advice from 
Gualipar, that three or four EmbalTadors fent by the New 
Emperor of Mexico to the Republick of Tlafcala were arriv'd 
on the Frontiers, where they ftay'd, expecting Leave to pro- 
ceed to the City. The Tlajcalans deliberated upon the Matter 
with fome Admiration, and without being ignorant that the 
Negotiations of a powerful Enemy, were to be regarded as 

difguisd Menaces : But tho' they verily believ'd the Embaflfy 

was 
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was defign'd againft the Spaniards, and were fully refolv'd, 
not to forfake the Defence of their Friends on any account, 
they decreed to admit the Embaffadors ; that at leaft they 
might have the Advantage arifing from this Acknowledg- 
ment of their Equality : a Condelcenfion very unufual, and 
little agreeing with the Pride of the Mexican Princes ; and 



fome fay, it was inlerted in the Decree, provided it be with 
the Approbation of Cortex ; for the Embaffadors were con- 
ducted publickly to their Audience : And throughout this 
whole Tranfaction, there was not the leaft Pretence to fu£ 
peel: the Sincerity of the Tlafcalans. 

They made their Entry with great Solemnity and Splen- 
dor, the 'Tamenes in good Order went at the Head of the 
Proceffion, with the Prefents, confifting of fome Pieces of 
Gold and Silver, fine Cotton Cloaths, Plumes, and other 
Curiofities, with feveral Loads of Salt, a Merchandize very 
much priz'd and coveted in thofe Parts. The EmbalTadors 
carry'd the Enhgns of Peace in their hands, and were richly 
adorn'd with Jewels, and accompany'd by a numerous Train 
of Friends and Servants ; wherein they imagined that they dis- 
play 'd the Grandeur of their Prince : And fometimes in- 
deed, a vain Oftentation of Power is of ufe in an Embafly ; 
and by prepoffefling the Eye, impofes on the Ear. The Se- 
nate receiv'd them at their Tribunal, and were neither de- 
ficient, nor exceflive in point of Ceremony ; being jealous 
of the Rights belonging to their Sovereignty, and but ill 
concealing their DiTguft, under the appearance of Ci- 
vility. 

A f ter naming the Emperor of Mexico with profound 
Submitiion, the EmbifTadors made an Offer of Peace, and 
paternal Alliance between the two Nations, Freedom of 
Commerce, and Communication of Interefls, on condition 
they would immediately make War upon the Spaniards ; 
and, taking Advantage of their Security, deftroy them at 
once : But they could not proceed in their Dilcouife, be- 
ing interrupted by a contus'd Humour, oecafion'd by the 



Senates diiapproving what they (aid; and by Mark-- of a 
DHpleafure, which they were not able to conceal, and which 
broke out into difbrderly and inconfideratc Exprefltons. 
But one of the antient Senators reprefented to them the 
Indecency of this Procedure, contrary to Cuftom and Rea- 
fbn; and obtain'd, that the Embaifadors fhould retire to 
their Lodging, and there expect the Refblution of the Re- 
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publick : Which being done, they conferred among them- 
(elves, and without flaying to put it to the Vote, they all 
agreed in what fome had already declar'd thro' Inadver- 
tency, though they foften'd the Expreffions of their Refufal, 



and Anger gave way to Civility. After their firft Heat was 



over, they then concluded to fend three or four Deputies 
with the Senate's Anfwer to the Embaffadors; which con- 
tain'd in fubftance, That the Republick would admit the 
Peace with all poffible Refpect, provided the Conditions 
were reafonable, and confident with the Interefl: and Ho- 
nour of both Nations : But that the T'lafcalans were re- 
ligious Obfervers of the Laws of Hofpitalky, and were not 
us'd to betray thofe who confided in them ; that they va- 
lu'd themfelves upon accounting that impoffible which was 
unlawful ; and for diving into the Truth of things, not un- 
derftanding the ufe of falfe Pretences, or how to palliate 
Treafon by giving it fome other Name. But the Embaffadors 
did not flay long enough to receive this Anfwer ; for, find- 
ing their Proportion fo ill receiv'd, they immediately made 
off ; and the Hafte and Fear wherewith they retir'd, were 
equal to the Gravity that diftinguifh'd their Entry : And it 
was not thought proper to flop them, for it being reported 
in Tlafcala, that they came to folicit a War againfl the 
Spaniards, there was Reafon to apprehend fome popular 
Infurrection, which might break thro' the Privileges of Em- 
bafTadors, and the Refpect due to the Senate. 

Though this Defign of the Mexicans was defeated, 
to the great Satisfaction of the Spaniards, it was attended 
with an Inconveniency, which created a farther Uneafinefs : 
For Xicotencal the younger conceal'd his Opinion in the 
Senate, voting with the reft, either becaufe lie was afraid 
of the Difpleafure of fome of his Friends, or out of Re- 
fpect to his Father ; neverthelefs this Embaffy gave him a 
handle, to fcatter among his Friends and Followers, the 
Poifon which abounded in his Heart, on the Subject of this 
Peace proposd by the Mexicans ; not that it was his In- 
clination, or Interefl, but to cover the Scandal of his Envy 
and evil Defign s with a fpecious Pretence. The Mexican 
Emperor, faid he, whole formidable Power obliges us al- 
ways to be in Arms, engag'd in the perpetual Misfortune 
of a defenfive War, offers us his Friendfhip, without any 
other Condition than the Death of the Spaniards ; in which 
he only propofes, what we ought to execute ourfelves for 

our 



BgokV. 0/ Mexico, or New Spain. ii 

o-ur own Intereft and Preiervation : For tho we Jhould for- 
give thefe Strangers their Intention to deftroy our Religion, 
can it be deny'd, that they endeavour to change.: our. very 
Laws and Form of Government, by converting into a Mo- 
narchy this venerable Republkk of the Tlqfcalans j and re- 
ducing us under the deteftabie Dominion; of an Emperor ; 
a Yoke fo heavy and oppremVe, that it grieves us to fee it, 
even upon the Necks of our Enemies ? He wanted no 
Eloquence to fet off his Opinion, nor .j&efolution to exe- 
cute his Defigns : And though fome of his Friends endea- 
vour'd to difiuade him from entertaining fuch Thoughts ; 
yet as he had the Reputation of a good Soldier, it was 
very much to be fear'd, that he woud engage a formidable 
Party in a Country where Courage was efteem'd a Mark of 
Reafon : But their Love of the Spaniards was fo fixed in 
their Hearts that he gain'd but few, and the Matter was di£ 
cover'd to the Magiftrates. It was debated in the Senate 
with all the Serioufnefs that an Affair of fo much Im- 
portance requir'd ; and Xicotencal the Father was fummon'd 
to the Conference, nor did die Delinquent's near Relation 
to him make them in the leaft. fufpect his Conflancy, or his 
Juftice. 

They all condemn'd him as a feditious Perfon, who 
endeavour'd to difturb the publick Peace, difgrace the Re- 
folutions of the Senate, and deftroy the Credit of his Na- 
tion. Some were inclin'd to punifh his Crime with Death ; 
and his Father was one of thofe who moft ftrenuoufly pro- 
moted that Sentence, condemning the Treafbn of his Son, 
like an unbyafs'd Judge, and true Father of his Country. 

The honourable Conftancy of this blind Old Man fo 
wrought on the Minds of the Senators, that out of regard 
to him, they mitigated the Rigour of the Sentence, and 
concluded on a milder Punifhment ; for they order'd him 
to be brought Prifbncr to the Senate, and after reprimand- 
ing his Infolence with the utmoft Severity, they took from 
him the General's StahS and depriv'd him of his Command 
in the Army, and all Privileges belonging to it, by the Ce- 
remony of flinging him down the Stairs of the Tribunal : 
the Ignominy of this Degradation oblig'd him, in few days, 
to apply himfelf with all the Demonftrations of a true 
Reconciliation to CorteZj^ at whofe Interceflion he was re- 
ftor'd to his Honours, and the Favour of his Father ; tho' 

after fome little time, the Root of his wicked Intentions 

began 
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began to forout out a fecond time in frefli Diforders, which 
coft him nis Life ; as we {hall fee in the proper Place. 
Each of thefe Accidents might have produc'd fatal Confe- 
quences, but the Perfidy of Xicotencal did not come to the 



knowledge of Cortex till the bad Effects of it 




were pre- 
vented, and the Crime punifli'd ; and the ill Succefs of the 

Mexican Embaffadors gave Satisfaction to the mo ft di£ 
truftful : Both Adventures affording new Proofs of the 
Fidelity of the Tlafcalans; which in a People fo little 
civiliz'd, and when the Spaniards were at that diftance from 
all human Means to fupport themfelves, may pafs for a Mi- 
racle ; at leaft it was then look'd upon as an Effect which 
could not be accounted for by inferior Caufes. 




CHAP. Ill 

Cortez marches into the Province of Tepeaca, 

where he defeats the Rebels; who, fupported 

by the Mexicans, offer d Battle to the Spa- 
niards: He, afterwards, takes their City 
which he fortifies, and calls by the Name of 

Segura de la Frontera. 

ipipHILST young Xicotencal was with great Satisfaction 
WfW afiembling the Troops of the Republic!:, for the 
Kill War of Tepeaca, and endeavouring by his extra- 
ordinary Diligence, to blot out the Remembrance of his 
Treachery, Cortez, was employ cl in convincing his own 
People, of the Neceflity they lay under of chaitizing the 
Indians of Tepeaca ; reprefenting to them, the Rebellion 
of thofe Traytors, and the Death of fb many Spaniards; 
with what other Motives could incite them to Companion 
and Revenge. But they did not all agree in the Necedity 
of this Expedition, and more efpecially, the Troops of 
NarbaeZj very ftrenuoufly oppose! it : The remembrance 
of their pan: Fatigues made them ardently defire Repofe, 

and 
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nd figh after their PoiTeffions in the Ifle of Cuba, exclaim- 



ing againft the War as unprofitable, and infifting upon the 
Return of the Army to Vera Cruz,, in order to fblli- 
cite Reinforcements from Santo Domingo and Jamaica^ 
and refume their Enterprize with lefs Danger ; not that 
they had any fuch Defign in reality, but defired only 
to get nearer to the Sea, where they imagin'd their 



Clamours and Difobedience would be better fupported ; 
and they carried their Boldnefs fo far, as to give the Ge- 
neral a Proteftation in form, containing Motives rather in- 
folent than mbftantial, and where the Pretence of the Pub- 
lick Good, and the Service of the King, ferv'd as a Cover 
to their Fear and Bafenefs. 

Cortez was the more fenfibly concerned at their In- 
folence, as happening at a time when his Enemies at Te~ 
■peaca had pofTeiied themfelves of the Road to Vera Cruz,, 
which it was impofiible to pafs, without making that War, 
which the Mutineers refufed. He ordered them to be slC- 
fembled, and flood in need of all his Moderation, to keep 
within Bounds upon this Occafion. It is difficult for a Man 
of a generous Spirit to diflemble a perfonal Injury ; but 
where Reafon itfelf is outraged by Caprice or Brutality, it 
is the utmoft Tryal of Patience in a Man of Senfe. 

H £ thanked them, as well as he could, for the Care they 
took of the Prefervation of the Army, and without lo- 
fing time with laying before them the Reafbns which ob- 
liged them not to fail in their Engagements to the 'Tlaf- 



calans, hazarding the Lofs of their Friendfhip, and leav- 
ing the Treafon of the Teyeacans unpuniflied, he made 
ufe of Motives, proportioned to the Capacities of Men, 
who were not to be affected by thole which were more 
convincing ; and only told them, That as the Enemies 
had feized the PafTes of the Mountains, they could not a- 
void engaging with them before they recovered the Plain : 
That to go alone upon this Expedition, would be the Lois 
of the Arm)', or at leafl would hazard it without any 
manner of Reafon : That there was no demanding Suc- 
cour from the Tlafcalans, nor would they give any to 
make good a Retreat undertaken contrary to their Incli- 
nation - f but promifing them, upon his Word of Honour, 
that after the rebellious Province was fubdued, and the 
Paffage of the Road open (in order to which, the Repub- 

Jick would a (Tift with all their Forces) all, who were not 

D willing 



14 The Hiftory of the Conquest Book V. 

willing to follow his Fortune, fliould have free liberty to 
depart. Thus he induced them to lerve in this SS 
letting them know they were not in a Condition to form 
any other Defigns : Upon this he immediately gave Or 




ders for the Expedition of Tepeaca, and for the prefent 
quieted the Mutineers. 

Co rt e z drew out eight Thoufand choice Tlafcalans, 
divided into Troops according to their Cuftom, command- 
ed by Captains, of whofe Valour he had made proof in 



Engagements with the Mexicans, and left to his new 
Friend Xicotencal the Care of bringing up the reft of the 
Tlajcalan forces. After having drawn up his Men, he 
mber'd four hundred and twenty Spanidrds y mclud'mz the 



Officers, and fixteen Horfe. The Foot, for the moft p 



armed with Pikes, Swords, and Targets, lome Crols- 
Bows, and a few Fire- Arms ; for the want of Powder obliged 
them to leave the reft with Magijc at z>in. The Arm} 
marched with the Acclamations of the People, the Tlafca- 
lan Soldiers ftiowed a Chearfulnefs which prefaged Victory, 
and were all infpir'd with the Defile of Revenge. They 
halted that Day in a Village of the Enemy's, three Leagues 
from Tlajcala, and five from Tepeaca, the capital Town, 
which gave the Name to the Province. On the firfl fieri 
of the Army the Inhabitants of the Village fled, and the 
advanced Guard could only take fix or {even Pealants, who 
met with good Treatment that Night among the Spaniards, 
much againft the Will of the Tlajcalans, who would have 
given them a different Entertainment. In the Morning the 
General ordered them to be brought before him, and en- 



L 



by fome Prefents, fet them at liberty 



or- 



dering them, for the Good of their Country, to acquaint 

Caziques and principal Men of Tepeaca, TL 



come with an Army to revenge the Deaths of thofe Spaniards 
t v horn they had Jo treacheroujly killed ; as like wife their Re 



volt, contrary to the Obedience they had [worn to the Kin^ 
but that, nevertheless, if they would take up Arms agaihfl 
the Mexicans, in which they fiould be affifled both by the 



Spaniards and Tlafcalans, he would grant a general Pardon 

and receive them into his Friend fhip, freeing them from the 

Misfortunes of a War which juftly threaten d them, and in 

which he Jhould be obliged to treat them with the utmofi Ri- 
gour, 

The 
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The Indians departed with this Meffage, and fome 
friendly Affurances which Marina and Aguilar gave them, 



encouraging them to return without any Fear, tho' the 
Propofals of Peace fhould be rejected ; and accordingly 
they return'd the next day accompanied by two Mexicans, 
who came in the nature of Spies, left the Tepeacans 
ftiould make any Alteration in the Expreffions of their refu- 
fal, which was rude and infolent, vigj. That they did not de- 
fire Peace, and would not long delay to take the Field in 
fearch of their Enemies, whom they would carry bound to 
the Altars of their Gods. To which they added other in- 
jurious Terms and Threats, as People who depended upon 
the Numbers of their Troops. But Cortex not fatisfied with 
this Anfwer, made them a fecond Offer for his greater 



Juftincation ; wherein he protected, That if they did not 
accept the Conditions he propoied, he would deftroy 



them with Fire and Sword as Traitors to his King ; and 




that all who furviv'd, fliould be Slaves to the Conque- 
rors. This the Interpreters notified to the Envoys, and 
alfo gave them a Copy of the fame in Writing ; not that 
they could read it, but that fo fevere a Meffage committed 
to Paper, might redouble their Fear : for as they greatly 
wonder'd at the Myftery of writing, and thought it altogether 
fupernatural for the Spaniards to talk and tinderftand each 
other at a diftance, Cortez, had a mind to ftrike the Eye 
with that which fo much furpriz'd them, and to give them 
Terror by the way of Wonder. But this Artifice ferv'd to 
little purpofe ; for the fecond Anfwer was more iniblent 
than the firft, and at the fame time came an Account 
that the Enemy's Army was marching with great diligence. 
Hernan CorteZj refolv'd to meet them, and (o ibon as he 
had put his Men in order, began his March without flay- 
ing either to inftrudt or animate them; lor the Spaniards 
were well acquainted with the Indian manner 01 Fighting, 
and the Tlajcalans were fo defuous to engage, that the 
greateft difficulty was to hinder them from falling on. 

The Enemy lay in Ambulh in fome Fields of Maiz, 
which grows very thick in that fertile Country, and might 
have turn'd to their Advantage, had they ufed more Precau- 
tion ; but their own natural Impatience difcovor'd them at 
a diftance, and the Vant-Guard lent the General an 

Account of it fo feafonably, that they had time to 

prepare, and drew near the Ambufcade in good Qrder, 

tho" 



V 
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tho' feemingly after a carelefs manner. Cortex found it 
necelTary to extend his Bafallions, in order to fecure his 
Rear, after which he began the Engagement ; and the Mexi- 
cans, who were plac'd in the Van, found themfelves at- 
tacked on all Sides juft as they were preparing to fall on 
their Adverfary's Rear. The very firft Charge put them 
into Confufion, and all who could not fave themfelves by 
Flight, were cut to pieces. Cortex continued advancing 
in good Order, and as the Arrows and miflive Weapons 
of the Indians loft their Force among the Canes of Maiz, 
the Spaniards made a terrible carnage with their Swords 
and Pikes. The Enemies rallied, and flood a fecond Attack 
with the utmoft Obftinacy; notwithstanding which, Victory 
quickly declar'd for the Spaniards, for the Mexicans gave 
way, and quitted not only the Field, but the whole Country, 
feeking Refuge among fome others of their Confederates j 
the Tcfeacans followed their Example retiring in the 
fame diforder, and were fo intimidated, that the very fame 
Night they fent fome Deputies, and offer'd to furrender 
their City, begging Quarter, and abandoning themfelves 
to the Discretion and Clemency of the Conqueror. 

I n this Engagement the Enemy loft the greateft part of 
their Troops, abundance were taken Prifoners, and the 
Booty was very confiderable. The Tlafcalans behav'd them- 
felves valiantly, and what was more extraordinary, were fo 
obfervant of Orders, and fo much better difciplin'd than 
formerly, that they only loft two or three Men. The Spa- 
niards loft one Horfe, and were fome of them wounded, but 
fo (lightly, that they did not quit their Poft : The day fol- 
lowing, Cortex march'd into the City, and both the Civil 
and Military Officers, with all the common People, pre- 
fented themfelves before him without Arms, appearing like 
Criminals, and acknowledging their Guilt both by their 

Looks and Silence. 

When they drew near, they humbled themfelves be- 
fore him with their Faces to the very Ground, and Cortez> 
was oblig'd to encourage them before they had the Bold- 
nefs to lift up their Eyes. He order'd his Interpreters to 
proclaim King Charles with a loud Voice, and a general 
Pardon in his Name ; which was no fooner done, than the 
Indians laid afidc their Fear, and both by Words and 
Actions declar'd their Joy. The Tlafcalans were order'd to 
quarter without the Town, as having been more ac- 

cuftom'd 
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cuftom'd to treat their Enemies ill than to bbev Orders. 

I 

Her nan Cortez, and the Spaniards lodg'd in the City with 
all the Caution that was neceflary, till thev were fully con- 
vinced of the Sincerity of the Indians; lor in reality the 
Mexicans had pufli'd them on to murther the Spaniards, 
and afterwards to take up Arms. 

The People oiTepeaca were now fo mortified for having 
put themfelves a fecond time under the intolerable Yoak of 
the Mexicans, who tho' they came as Friends, ufurp'd a Power 
over their Eftates, their Honours, and their very Lives, that 
they requeued Cortex to take their City under his Pro- 
tection ; of which Opportunity he made ule, to build a 
Fortrefs in the place, in order to keep them in Obe- 
dience ; but his chief View was to fecure the Paffage to 
J/era Cruz>, for which this place lay very convenient, 
and being naturally ftrong, was eafily made defenfible by 
Art. They drew a Trench round the Ciry, which they 
palifadoed, inciofing thofe parts of the Hill where it 
was of eafieft acceis, and in the higher! part they rais'd 
a Work of fome Strength like a Caitle, which wasefteem'd 
a lufficient Security again ft any accident that could happen 
in the Wars of that Country. The Work was fo vigoroufly 
pi) d by the Inhabitants and their Neighbours, that they put 
it in a condition of Defence in few days. Cortez, left there ' 
a Garrifon of fome Spanifh Soldiers, calling it Segura 
de la Frontera ', and this was the fecond Settlement of 
the Spaniards in the Mexican Empire. 

B u t firft, that they might be the lefs embarafled in this 
Work, they fent all their Prifoners, under a ftrong Guard 
to T'lafcala, to be fold for Slaves ; a piece of Inhumanity, 
which was begun in the Iflands, to ftrike a Terror into the 
rebel Indians. We do not mention this, as if its having 
been pracftis'd before were any Juftification of it ; on the 
contrary, we think him who imitates a bad Action, as blame- 
able as the Man who firft fet the Example. 

But it was not long before the Emperor put a ftop to 
this Abufe, with a fevere Reprimand, notwithftanding it 
was reprefented to him in the moft favourable Light, and 
fupported by all the Arguments that could poflibly be 
urgcl, to prove Slavery* among Chriftians, lawful. It was 
a Point which occafion'd long Difputes, but this truly reli- 
gious and compafiionate Prince leaving Controveriies to 
Divines, ordered the Indians to be fet at liberty whenever 

E the 
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the Law of Arms would permit it j that in the mean time, 
they lliould be treated as Prifoners of War, and not as 
Slaves. A Refolution worthy of a great King, wherein he 
equally difplay'd his Prudence and his Piety ; for as it 
would not have confuted with good Politicks to leffen 
the Number of his Subjects by augmenting that of his 



Slaves, fo neitheE would it become the Catholick Reli- 
gion, by permitting the ufe of Chains and Whips, to difcre- 
dit a Caufe fo ftrongly fupported by Reafon. 




CHAP. IV. 

Hernan Cortez fends federal Captains to re- 

duce fome rebellious Towns, and goes himfelf 

to Guacachula againfl an Army of Mexi- 
cans drawn together to defend their Frontiers. 

H E Spaniards had not long taken up their Quar- 
ters in Tepeaca, when Xkotencal arriv'd with the 
reft of his Troops, which, as fome fay, increas'd 
the Auxiliary Army of the 'Itajcalans to fifty thoufan'd 
Men. It was neceflary, in order to quiet the Minds of 
the Tepeacans, who were jealous of (uch a Neighbourhood, 
to give the Troops employment ; and Hernan Cortex know- 
ing that three or four Places of that Province, fupported 
by the Mexicans, held out againfl him, fent leveral Cap- 
tains, attended each of them by twenty or thirty Spaniards, 
and a confiderable Body of Tlafcalans, with Orders to en- 
deavour the Reduction of the Rebels by gentle Means* 
and if thefe prov'd ineffectual, to chaltiie their Obftinacy. 
They met with refiftance from all, and were oblig'd to 
make ufe of Force, but compafs'd their Defign without the 
lofs of a Man, and the Captains return'd victorious, ha- 
ving fubjected the rebel Towns, and overthrown the Mexi- 
cans; who being broken, and. terrified, fled to the odier 
fide of the Mountains. The Booty they gain d in the chafe 
of their Enemies, and in the lediwous Towns, was very 
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rick- and abundant in all kinds: The. Prifoners. exceeded 



r 




die Number of the Conquerors ; 'tis faid the;y made, above 
two thoufand in the Town of 'Tecamacbalco, where the Pu- 
nifhmeot fell heavy, that being the Place where the Spa- 
niards were murtheredj and now they were no longer called 
Prifoners, but Captives, till being expos'd to Sale, they loft 
that Name, and were dcliver'd over into. Perlbnal Slave- 
y, by receiving in their Faces the cruel Marks of a miiera- 
ble Servitude. 

About this time, according to the Accounts they had 
fome little while after, died the Emperor who fucceeded 
Mote&uma, who, as we have faid, was called Qwetlavaca, 
Lord of I&tapalapa ; upon which the Electors alfembled, 
and conferr'd the inveftiture of the Empire on Guatimoz^in, 
Nephew and Son-in-law to Mote&uma. He was a youn 
Man about twenty five Years old, of fo much Spirit and 
Vigilance, that contrary to the manner of his PredecefTor, 
he entirely gave himfelf up to the Care of the Publick, 
being defirous immediately to fliew the Advantages of Go- 
vernment when plac'd in proper Hands. He knew what 
the Spaniards were doing in the Province of Tepeaca, and 
forefeeing the Defigns they might form when affifted by 
the united Forces of the Tlafcalans and other neighbouring . 
Provinces,, he began to have thofe reafonable apprehenfions 
which are neceflary to prudent Meafures. 

He made thole Dilpofitions which greatly recommend- 
ed the beginnings of his Reign ; he encouragd the Soldiers 
with Rewards and Privileges, and gain'd the applaufe of 
the People, by freeing them from all Tributes fo long as 



the War fhould laft. He ingratiated himfelf with the No- 



bility, by admitting them into his Prefence* and by mode- 
rating that excefs of Adoration to which his Predeceflbrs 
endeavour d to raife the Refpect of the People. He made 
Prefects to the Caziques on the Frontiers, exhorting them 
to Fidelity, and the Defence of their Governments; and 
that they might not have reafon to complain that he left 
the whole load of the War upon them, he fent an Army of 
thirty thoiuand Men for their Support and Encouragement, 
But notwithftandimg thefe Preparations of the Mexican 
Emperor, thofe who are envious, of the Glory of our Na- 
tion, are fo void of Shame, as to maintain that wc engag'd 
with Brutes, void of Reafon, who only alTembled to give 
way to the Wiles and Artifices, rather than the Courage and 
Conftancy of the Spaniards. Co rtez 
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: Gortez receiv'd an Account that this Army was upon 
the Frontiers, which was confirm'd by three or four No- 
bles, lent by the Cazique of Guacachula, a populous war- 
like City, fituate on the Road to Mexico, and a Place, 
which the new Emperor looked on as one of the Ramparts 
of his Empire. They came to requeft Succour againft the 
Mexicans, complaining of their Violences and Oppref- 
lions, and offering to take up Arms againft them fb foon 



Spaniards fhouid come within fight of their Town. They 



de the Undertaking appear eafy and juft, faying, that 
Cazique ought to be afhfted as a Vaffal of the Kin 



of Spain, being one of thofe who promis'd Obed 



to him in the Aflembly of the Nobility called together by 
the Orders- of Motezjuma. Cortezj ask'd them what Force 
the Enemy had in thole Parts ? they told him twenty Thou- 
fand in the Diftrict of their City, and ten Thoufand more 
in another City calfd T&ucan, four Leagues from them, 
but that in Guacachula and its Dependencies, they could 
raife a very confiderable Number of Men courageous and 
provok'd, who would be glad of the Opportunity to take 
up Arms. CorteZo examin'd them very carefully, asking 
divers Queifions, that he might difcover the Intentions of 

Cazique, and they gave fb good an account of them- 
felves, as fully perfuaded him of their Sincerity : and tho* 
he fhould have had fome remaining fufpicion, he would at 
that time have diuembled it ; for in cafe the Treaty could 
not have been depended on, it was neverthelefs neceffary 
to drive away the Enemy, and fubject the Frontier Towns, 

eater Force to defend 



before the Mex 
them. 

Cortez apply'd himfelf fo earneftly to this Enterprize, 
that the very fame Day he form'd an Army of three Hun- 
dred Spaniards, twelve or thirteen Horfe, and above 
thirty Thoufand Tlajcalans, under the Command of 
Colonel Chrijiopher de Olid\ and after he had made the 
Difpofition, he fo quickly put it in Execution, that the 
Army march'd next Morning : they carry 'd the Envoys fent 
from Guacachula with them, and had Orders to advance 

Circumfpecl:ion till they came near the City ; and 



cale they fufpected any Treachery, to endeavour engaging 



the Mexicans in fome advantageous Poft, and brealcing 
them before they attack'd the Town. 



ir f.y 
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They all march 'd on very chearful and courageous, till 
at fix Leagues from Tepeaca and almoft at the fame diftance 
from Guacachula, (where the Army made a halt) they found 
it rumour'd among the Peafants of the Country, but without 
any good foundation, that the Emperor of Mexico was on 



the March with his whole Force to relieve thoie Cities. 
The Soldiers of Narbaez* believ'd the Report, and fo 
multiply 'd the Enemy's Forces in their Imagination, that 
without hark'ning to Reafon, or obeying Orders, they 
plainly and infolendy protefted, that they would march 
no farther : So that Christopher de Olid grew angry, and 
in a contemptuous manner bid them return, rhreatning 
them with the Difpleafure of Cortez,, hnce thev were not 
touch'd with the Difhonour of their Retreat: But as he 
was preparing to proiecute his March without them, there 
happen'd a new Accident, which, if it did not alto- 
gether (hake his Conftancy, yet rifqu'd the Succefs of the 
Expedition. 

The y faw feveral Bodies of arm'd Men defcending from 
the Tops of the neighbouring Mountains, and advancing with 
more than ordinary Diligence ; and Chrijlopher de Olid be- 
lieving the Mexicans were coming to attack him, he im- 
mediately drew up his Men in Order : In which he acted 
rightly, for exceilive Care never yet did Hurt in an Army. 
But fome Piorfe, whom he had fent before to gain In- 
telligence, return'd witli an Account, that it was the Ca- 
zique of Guaxo&ingo, with others of his confederate Ca- 
2iques, who were come to aillft the Spaniards in their 
War again ft the Mexicans ; who had already ravag'd their 
Frontiers, and threaten'd their Dominions. Upon this, 
Olid order'd their Troops to halt, and the Caziques to 
come before him ; which was prelently done : But that 
which fliould have given them all entire Satisfaction, oc- 
cafionYl a lecond Uneafinefs in the Soldiers ; it began 
among the Tlafcalans, and prefently infected the Spa- 
niards : For they both declar'd, that thole People were 
not to be trufted, that their Friendfhip was feign'd, and 
that they were lent by the Mexicans, to lerve them, by 



falling on the Spaniards during the Engagement. Chri/lo- 



phcr de Olid heard them, and without enquiring fuftici- 
cntly into the Matter, entcr'd too lightly into their Suf- 
picions, prefently leiz'd the Caziques, and lent them 
away to Tepeaca, for Cortex to determine concerning 

F them. 
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them : An inconfiderate Action, by which he ran the rifque 
of raifing a Difturbance between his own People, and 
thofe who really came as Friends. The latter however con- 
tinu'd in their Poft, notwithstanding they found they were 
diftrufted, declaring themfelves fatisfy'd to have the Matter 
referr'd to Cortez, ; and the Spaniards did not dare to difturb 
them, becaufe they had fent an Account of the matter, and 
were oblig'd to flay for Orders. 

The Prifoners in a very fhort time were brought before 
Cortex, complaining with a good deal of Reafon of Chri- 
stopher de Olid .; faying, they were not fo much concern'd 
at the Difgrace offer d to their Perfons, as at the Sufpicion 
of their Fidelity. Cortex heard them with great Benignity, 
and ordering their Irons to be taken off, endeavour'd to (atisry 
them, and to regain their good Opinion ; for he found in 
them all the Marks that ufually diftinguifh Truth from 
Deceit. But upon further Confideration , he found it 
would be neceflary to carry on this Enterprize in Per- 
fon ; the Diftruft which his Indian Allies had of each other, 
and the Uneafinefs among the Spaniards, feeming to 
threaten fome fatal Event. He prefently prepar'd for 
his Journey, and leaving in Charge with the Magiffrates 
of juftice the Government of his new Settlement, he 
fet out with the Caziques, and a final! Efcort, with fuch 
Diligence, and fo eager a Defire to remove all Im- 
pediments to the Undertaking, that in few hours he came 
up with the Army. Every body was pleas'd with his Pre- 
fence ; Things look'd after another manner ; and the Storm 
that was beginning to gather, difpers'd. He reprimanded 
Chriftopher de Olid, not for (ending him an Account of the 
accident, fince he was lb near; but for difcovering his Jea- 
loufy by the Imprifonment of the Caziques. And having 
join'd all the Forces, without any further delay he marcher on 
to Guacachula, ordering the Envoys from that City to go and 
inform their Cazique, where Ire was, and what Forces he had 
brought along with him ; not that he flood in need of 
any Offers from him, but that he might not treat thofe 
as Fmemies, whom he defifd by gentle Means to reduce, 
and preferve in his Intercft. 

Th e Mexicans were pofted on the farther fide of the City \ 
but on the firft Notice from their Centinels, they advance! 
with fo much Speed, that by the time the Spaniards came 
within Muiquet-fhot, they had form'd their Army, and pof- 

fels'd 
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fefs'd themfelves of the Road, with an Intention to try their 
Strength under Cover of the Town : The Victory was 



goroufly difputed, the Mexicans not only defending 



themfelves, but advancing upon their Enemies, with all 



figns of a Refolution to maintain their Ground to the 



utmoft : When the Cazique of Guacachula laid hold of 
this Occafion, to give a Proof of his Fidelity, falling 



their Rear, and at the fame time, auaulting them from 
the Walls with fuch good Order and Bravery, as much 
facilitated the Victory : And in a little more than half 
an Hour the Mexicans were entirely defeated, there being 
but few who were not either kill'd or wounded. 



Hernan Cortez quarter'd his Spaniards within 



the City j and without the Walls, the T la] colons with the 
reft of the Confederates, whole Number continually in- 
creas'd: for on the Report of his carrying on that War in 
Perfon, (everal other Caziques who had fubmitted to the 
King of Spain, came with their Troops to ferve under 
his Command ; and his Army was fb much augment- 
ed, that, according to his own Relation, he came to 
Guacachula with above One Hundred and Twenty Thou- 
fand Men. He thank'd the Cazique, and the Soldiers of 
the Country, giving them intirely the Glory of the Succefs ; 
and they in return ofFer'd to march with him to Tzjucan, 
not without an Opinion of their being neceftary, on ac- 
count of the Knowledge they had of the Country, and 
the Proofs they had <*iven of their Valour. The Mexi- 
cans had in that Town, as the Cazique reported, above 
Ten Thoufand Men in Garrifon, befides thofe who had 
efcap'd from the Battle. The Inhabitants, with all the Peafants 
of the DiftricT, were under a Neceflity of declaring again ft 
the Spaniards. The Place was ftrong by Nature, and im- 
prov'd by Walls and Ravelines, which ftopp'd the Paflages 
between the Mountains : before it ran a River which our 
Army was obli^'d to pafs : and News came, that the Enemy 
had broke the Bridge, in order to difpute the Pallage. Ail 
thefe Circumftances were fufHcient to make them look upon 
this Enterprize as no inconfiderable one, and advance with 
their whole Force. 

C 11 r 1 s t o p ji er de O i.i d was commanded with the 
Van-guard to pafs the River, and tho' he was oppos'd by the 
greateft part of the Enemy's Troops, he threw himlelr into 
the Water, and gain'tl the oppofite Shore ; advancing with 

io 
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lb much Refolution, and fo little Fear of Danger, that they 
kill'd his Horfe under him, and wounded him in the Thigh : 
but the Enemy fled to the City, which they thought to de- 
fend j for they had turn'd out all the ulelefs Men, Women, 
and Children, referving Three Thoufand refolute Peafants 
and Provifions for many days. The condition of the Walls, 
and the number of the Defendants, ftruck the Eyes of the 
Befiegers, and made them conclude, that the AlTault 



-~ £> ' ' ' 

would coft them a great many Lives ; but the Army 



had fcarce pafsd the River, and receiv'd Orders for the 
Attack, when at once the Cries of the Enemy ceafed, and 
the whole Ganifon difappear'd. Cortex might have fufc 
peeled fome Stratagem, if at the fame time he had not 
difcover'd the flight of the Mexicans towards the Moun- 
tains ; he detach'd fome Companies of Spaniards and the 
greater! part of the Tlafcalans to purfue them, and 
notwithstanding the Enemy had the fteepnefs of the Hills 
to allifl them, they were broken in fo fmall a time, that 
they fcarce had leifure to face about. The City was fo 



entirely forfaken by the Inhabitants, that they only found 
three or four of them among the Prifoners, by whole 
means Cortex endeavour'd to bring back the reft, fend- 
ing them to the Woods, whither the People were retir'd 
with their Families, to offer them a Pardon in the name 
of the King, and good Treatment to ail fuch as would 
return to their Houfes ; which fo prevailed, that moft 
laid hold of the Opportunity, and returned the fame 
day : Cortezj ftay'd there two or three days, that they 
might recover from their Fears and fubrnit, after the 



Example of Cuacacbula. At the fame time he difmifs'd 
the Troops of the Caziques who were in Amity with him, 
dividing with them the Spoil of both Actions, and then 



returned to Tepeaca with the Spaniards and Tlafcalans ; 
having freed the Frontiers from the Mexican Troops, redue'd 
thole Cities of Importance to his Obedience, experiene'd 
the Affection of his Confederates, and dilappointcd the new 
Emperor of Mexico in his fir ft Defigns ; which are gene- 
rally obferved as Prognofticks of the reft of a new Reign, 
and either animate, or difcourage the Subjects, according 
to their good or ill Succefs. 

Bern a l Diaz del Castillo will not allow that 
Cortex was in this Expedition ; but it may be doubted 
whether his view in denying it be not to excufe himfelf* 

for 
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for having flay d in S-egura de la iron f era, as life cofffeifes a 
little before ; or elfe he has been carried away by his Incli- 
nation to contradict Francifco Lopez, de Gomara in this, as 
he doth in every thing elfe : for all other Writers affirm 
what we relate. And Hernm Corfez» himfelf in his Letter 
to the Emperor, dated the 30th of October, 1 520. declares 
the Motives which obliged him to follow the Army. I am 
forry there is any occahon to contradict the Author whom 
I follow ; but it would have been a Fault incOnfiftent 
with the Care of Cortex, if he had not appeared in Perfon 
with the Troops, at a time when there were fuch Jealoufies 
among his own Soldiers, fuch Complaints among his Con- 
federates, and fo much Infolence in the Troops of JSfar- 
baeZj ; when Chriflopher de Olid himfelf, who commanded 
them, inclined to countenance their Sufpicions ; and all 
together endangerd the Succefs of To important an Af- 
fair. Bernal DiaZj muft excufe me ; he nlay have wrote 
according to his Opinion in this cafe : notwithstanding 
which, I muft believe it more likely for him to forget, than 
that fo much Neglect could juftly be imputed to a Man 
of his General's Vigilance. 




CHAP. V. 
Hernan Cortez makes fome Preparations for 

the Enterprize of Mexico ; he accidentally 
receives a Reinforcement of Spaniards, re- 
turns to TIafcala, and finds Magifcatzin 

dead. 

Ortez, Was no fooner arrived at tfepeaca, now call'd 
Segura de la Frontera, but he received an Account 
that his Friend Magtfcatzjn was at the point of 
Death, which gave him great Concern : for the extraordinary 
Affection of that Senator for iiim, had unavoidably eftgaged 
him to make it reciprocal ; and defiling noto to give him 

the lafl Proof of his Friendlhip, lie immediately diipatched 

G father 
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Father Bartolome de Olmedo to take care of his Soul, by en- 
deavouring to bring him into the Catholick Church. When 
this Religious Man came to him, he was almoft (pent with 
the Violence of his Diflemper, but very fenfible, and well dif- 
pofed to receive new Impreilions; for lie was difpleafed with 
his own Religious Rites, and the Multiplicity of his Gods,- 
and found fewer Objections againft the Religion of the Spa- 
niards, as being^more conformable to natural Reafon, and 
he feem'd to be blind rather for want of Light, than through 
any Defect in his Eyes. Father Bartolome had but little 
trouble in perfuading him, becaufe he found him fenfible of 
his Errors, and defirous to be fet right : So that he had only 
occafion to inftrudt him, and ufe fome Exhortations, in order 
to touch his Heart, and beget a Tranquillity in his SouL 
In a very little time he with great earneftnefs defired Bap- 
tifm, and received it with entire Faith, beftowins; the frnall 



Remainder of his Life in fervent Reflections on his Hap- 
pinefs, and in exhorting his Sons to quit their Idolatry, 
and obey his Friend Hcrnan Cortex, endeavouring by all 
means the Prefervation of the Spaniards, which they ffiould 
look upon as their own Intereft, for that he forefaw they 
would gain the Dominion of thofe Countries. Perhaps he was 
inipired, tho' he might likewife, from what had happened, 
have formed an Opinion, which People afterwards im- 
proved into a Prophecy. There is no doubt but God re- 
warded him with that extraordinary Call and Difpofition of 
Mind, for what he had acted in favour of the Chriftians, as 
he had made him the principal Inftrument of thofe frequent 
Succours, for which they flood indebted to the Republick of 
Tlajcala. He was a Man of moral Virtues, and of fo great a 
Capacity, that he came to be the firfl Man of the Senate, 
and in a manner governed all their Refblutions : for all 
gave way to his Authority and good Underftanding ; and 
he knew how to manage his credit with all the Mode- 
ration becoming a Member of that Free State. Hcrnan 
Cortex was extremely conccrn'd at his Death, and in a 
manner inconfblable for the Lofs, not only of a Friend, 
but an able Director of his Defigns, and one who had 
perfectly eftablilhed him in the Friendfhip and Refpedt of 
the whole Republick. But Heaven, which always leemed 
careful to fupport the General under his Misfortunes, fa- 
voured him at that time with a Reinforcement, which 
mitigated his Griefj and raifed his Hopes. 

A 
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A Ship of moderate Burden arrrived at St. Juan de 
%)lua, and brought thirteen Spanifi Soldiers, two Horfes, 
and fome Provitions and Ammunition, which Diego Ve- 
iajques lent to Pamphilo de Narbaez,, taking it for granted 
that all the Gonquefts in that Country were his own, and 
the Troops or Cortex at his Devotion. Their Commander 
was Pedro de Barba, the fame who was Governour of the 
Havana, when Hey nan Cortex failed from the Ifle of 
Cuba, having by hi. Friendlhip efcaped the laft Snares that 
were laid to flop his Voyage. Pedro Cavallero, who com- 
manded on the Coaft, no fboner difcovered the VelTel, 
but he went out m a Boat to reconnoitre : He faluted the 
new Comers with great Civility, and having found, bv 



the very retpecttui manner with which Pedro de Barba 
enquired after Pamphilo de JSfarbaeZj, the Defign of their 
coming, anfwered him without the leaf! hefitation, 
That he zvas ?iot only in good Health, but in great Pro- 
sperity, all thofe Country s having fubmitted to him, and 
that Cortez, with feme of his People, was fed to the Moun- 
tains. If this Turn can't be defended from the Reproach 
of being an Untruth, yet at lean: Cavalier o deierves to be 
commended for his Readinefs of Thought, which induced 
them to land without the leaft Diftrufr, and go to Vera 
Cruz>, where they difcovered the Deceit, and found them- 
felves Prifoners to Cortezj ; Pedro de Barba commending 
the Stratagem of Cavallero : for in reality he was not lorry 
to find his Friend in fo good a Condition. 

They were carry'd up to Segura de la Frontera, and 
Plernan Cortez* fhowed a particular Satisfaction at the 
happy Arrival of more Spaniards, with the agreeable 
Circuit))!. me e of receiving this Succour from the hands of 
his En.-iinv He treated Pedro de Barba very kindly, and 
<j;avc h io .1 Company of Crofs-Bows, upon the Confidence 
he had m ins Fiiendfhip : He alfo distributed fbme Gifts 
among me Soldiers, upon which they agreed to ferve un- 
der his Command. He afterwards read the Letter privately 
which Pedro de Barba brought for Narbaez>. In which 
Diego Velafques, fuppofing him Matter of all thofe Con- 
quers, gave him Orders to maintain himielf there at 
all adventures ; for which end he promifed him very pow- 
erful Succours : and laftly, told him, that if Cortex was 
not dead, he fhould immediately fend him away with a 
fufficicnt Guard ; for that he had received exprefs Orders 

from 



1 



z8 The fflftwy of the Con quest Book V, 

from the Bifliop of Burgos to fend him Prafoner to Court : 
and the Confequence of this Order would have been -m 
Arreft without Appeal, had the Affair been left to that 
Prelate, who was an Enemy to Cortez*, and who, from 



the great pains he took to favour Diego Velajqms, gave 



caufe to fear, that he meant to make an Example of Cortex* 
in the moft publick manner, and to difguife a particular 
Revenge under the Appearance of Juftice. About eight 
Days alter arrived a fecond VelTel with another Reinforce- 
ment for Pamphtlo de Narbae^ which Pedro Can) cittern 
feiz'd after the fame manner : She brought eight Soldiers 



and a Mare, with a confiderable Quantity of Arms and 
Ammunition, under the Command of Captain Rodrigo 
Morejon de Lobcra ; they all immediately went to Segura, 
and lifted themfelves as the others had done before them : 
Thefe Succours came by a way fo unlooked for, that 




Her nan Cortex confidered them as eood Omens, and 
Forerunners of future Succefs 

But at the fame time his Thoughts were employed 
about the Preparations for his Enterprize. He had already 
refolved upon the Conquer!: of Mexico ; and the great 
Numbers of Allies by which he found himfelf fupported 
in his laft Expedition, confirmed his Refolution : But the 
Paftage of the Lake was the grand and unavoidable Diffi* 
culty, and gave him great Concern for after the Enemy 
had once found out the Secret of breaking the Bridges of 
the Caufeways, there was no depending upon portable 
Bridges, which were only to be ufed when they Were 
pinched in Time ; wherefore he began to think of building 
twelve or thirteen Brigantrrtes, which {hould be able to re- 
fin- the Indian Canoes, and transport his Troops to die City ; 
which he propofed to carry in pieces on the Shoulders of 
the Indian Tamenes for fourteen or fifteen Leagues at leaft 
of very bad Way over the Mountains of ^Tlafcala, to a River 
near the Lake. He had a very live'ty Ittiwgffifacion, and was 
naturally an Enemy to tlrote lazy Spirits who imcN ddikdk 



be iiiTpambl 



He communicated his clwuiglats to Mariw Lope&y on 
whoie Ingenuity and great Abilities he depended for the 
comparing this important Defign ; and finding he did i\m 
only approve of k, but alio undertook to execute it wfch 
cafe, 'he fent him before to Tlafcala, with all the Sfcmifi 
Soldiers who had any skill in file Carpenter s Trade, in 

order 
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order to begin the Work, with a fufficient number of 
Indians to cut Wood, or do any other Service for which 

ht be occailon. At the fame time he order'd the 



mi 




Iron-work and Rigging, and whatever had been preferv'd 



of the Ships that were funk, to be brought up from 
Vera Cruz, ; and having obferved, that thofe Mountains 
produced Trees which afford a kind of Rofin, he drew out 
fuch a quantity as was neceffary for the careening of his 
Barks. 

H e was in want of Powder, but foon found means to 
make very good j fending to fearch for Sulphur, (of whole 



Ufe the Indians were utterly ignorant) in the Volcano dif 




d by Diego de Orda&, for he believ'd they could 
fail of rinding it there ; and fome Spanijh Soldiers, amon 
whom they name Juan de Laet a Montano, and a j\4efa be 
longing to the Artillery, offer'd themfelves for the Ser- 
vice, and in fine, return'd with as much Sulphur as was 
wanted. Cortex was every where, and over-?aw all that 
was done j fo far from being fatigued, that the Pains he took 
rather feem'd a Refrefhmenr. 

When this Affair was over, he began to think of 
returning to Tlafcala, to haften as much as he could the 



Preparations for his Expedition , and before he went, he 
left his Inftrudtions with the new Council of Segura, and 
appointed Captain Eranctfco de Oroz>co Commander of the 
Garrifon, with about twenty Spanifk Soldiers, and the Militia 
of the Country at his difpofai. 

H e refolv'd to enter the City in Mourning for the Death 
of MagifcatZiin, for which end both he and his Captains 
cover'd their Arms with the Manufacture of the Country 
dyed black. They made their Entry without any other 
Pomp, than that of good Order, and profound Silence ob- 
fei v'd among the Soldiers, which help'd to declare their 
Generals Grief. Both Nobles and Commonalty receiv'd 
this Demonftration of Concern with great Applaufc ; for 
they all refpefted the deceafed as the Father or their Coun- 
try : and tho' there is no doubt but that Cortczj was fincere- 
ly affected with the lofs which he very often lamented, and 
had reafon fo to do, yet it is likely he had a farther View in 
putting on Mourning, which was to gain the Affections of 
the People. 

The Senate had not fill'd up the Place of Magifcat- 
zjn, (who, as one of the Caciques of the Republic!', had 

H iio v e r n'd 
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pvern'd the principal Divifion of the City) that Cortez, 
might elecl: a Perfon to fucceed him, or that they might 




ac~t according to his Opinion in their Choice : Cortex confi- 
dertne the refpecl: due to the Memory of the deceafed, 



recommended his eldeft Son, and fo order'd matters, that 
he was unanimoufly chofen. He was a young Man of 
Judgment and Courage, and of fo much Spirit, that he 



mounted the Tribunal without Surprize or being at a lofs 
in matters of Government ; and finally, he save luch Proofs 



of his Capacity in the moft eflential Point, that in a little 
time he earneftly defir'd Baptifm, and receive! it with pub- 
lick Solemnity, taking upon him the Name of Don Lo~ 
renZjO de MflgtfcatzJin : a wonderful Effect of the Arguments 
he had heard Father Bctrtolome de Olmedo employ in the 
Converfion of his Father, which having meditated and di- 
gefted, he came by degrees to a Senfe of his Error. At 



this time alfo the Cacique of Toucan was baptized, a 



Youth who came to Tlajcala with the Enfigns of his new 
Command, and to thank Cortex for having determined a 
Suit in his Favour, which had been commenced againft 



him by his Relations concerning the Inheritance of his 
Father. For now every one confulted Cortez,, both Ca- 
z>iques and particular Perfons, referring all their Differences 
to him, and receiving his Deciilons as inviolable Eaws. So 
much did they refpect him, and fo great an Opinion had 
they of his Equity. 

The Noife which thele Converfions made in the 
Town, awaken'd old Xicotencal> who tho' dilfatisfied with 
the Abfurdities of Gentiliim, was grown old in Error, 
and had a Levity in his DHpoilcion, which would not let 
him adhere to any Refblution ; a Failing natural to old 
Age : but the Example of Mctgrfcatz^m, a Man equal to 
him in Authority, and his Converfion to the Catholick 
Religion at the point of Death, had fuch an Effect 



as to open the Eyes of his Undcrftanding, and induce him 



to receive Baptifm with a publick Deteftation of his Er- 
rors. In truth it does not appear, that the Gofpel could 
poffibly have been in a fairer way to make a Progrels in this 
Country, the Nobles and wifeft Men of theRepublick, 
whofe Opinion govcrn'd all the reft, being converted to 
the Catholick Faith: but the Circumftanccs of theie times 
did not allow the Spaniards to give their Application 
to it. Hernan Cortex was wholly taken up with ma- 
king 
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king Difpofitions for his Enterprize^ Father Bartohme >de 
Olmedo wanted Fellow-Labourers, and both -were of j opini- 
on, that they could not attempt .introducing Religion^ with 
any Succefs till they had fubdued. the Mexicms, and efta- 
blifh'd Peace, which they look'd upon as previoufly ne- 
ceffary to fettle the warlike Spirits of the c tl(t)cal<ms } and 
fit them for the reception of the Gofpel. The great Af- 
fair therefore was for the prefent laid afide,- Examples grew 
rare, and the People continued in their Idolatry. 'Twas 
pohrble whilft the Army remain'd there, they might have 
reap' d the firft Fruits at leaf! of men a favourable opportuni- 
ty : But the continual alarms and rumours of War at this time, 
poftponing all Attention to other things, and it fometimes 
happening, that the Maxims of Violence are better attend- 
ed to when Reaibn is filent, I don't find that they made, 
or even endeavour'd any other Converfions. 





H A P. VI. 



A freft Succour of Spanifli Soldiers arrives at 
the Army. The Men who came with Narbaez 
are importunate for their Dif charge and Re- 
turn to Cuba. Hernan Cortez draws up a 



fecond Relation of his Expedition, and dif- 
patchesnew Envoys to the Emperor Charles V. 

OrtcZj complain'd with fome warmth of Franctfco de 




Gar a), for that knowing very well the Progreis 
he had made in the Empire of Mexico, he did not- 
withftanding endeavour to make a Conqucft and Settle- 
ment in the Province of Panuco ; but fuch a happy alcen- 
dant had the Fortune of Cortez, over that of Ins Rivals, 
that as Diego de Vclafqucz> furnifh'd him with Succours the 
fame way by which he intended to deitroy him and fupport 
Pw/pbilo de Narfacz>, fo the meamres which Gamy had ta- 
ken to ufurp fomc part of his Government, tum'd likewile 

to 
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to his advantage. We have already related, how Caray 
was repuls'd from Panuco when Cortezj was with his Trobjps 
at Zempoala-^ notwithstanding which, he refolv'd to purfue 
his Enterprize* and had prepar d another Fleet, with a 
greater number of Soldiers, commanded by all his beft 
Officers : But the fecond Expedition was as unfortunate as 
the firft ; for the Spaniards were no fooner landed, but they 
met with fuch a gallant Refiftance from the Indians^ that 
they were glad to retreat to their Ships in the utmoft .di£ 
order ; and being wholly intent how to avoid the prefent 
Danger, put to Sea without obferving the fame Courfe. 
They were feparated for fome days, and without knowing 
any thing of each other's Defign, they arriv'd almofl all at 
the fame time on the Coaft of Vera Cruz,, where they 
agreed to ferve under Cortex, without any other motive 
than that of his great Reputation. 



5> 



This Succour was look'd upon as fent from Heaven : 
for tho' it be certain that the Confufion and Unskilfulnefs 
of the Soldiers and Sailors might help to difperfe there 
Veffels, and abandon them to the mercy of the Winds 
which forc'd them on the Coaft where they were fo much 
wanted ; yet their coming fo opportunely, and after fo 
many Misfortunes, to augment the Troops of Cortex is 
an Event worthy of particular Reflection ; for fuch a chain 
of lucky Accidents is not wont to be attributed, or very 
rarely, to meer Chance. 

The firft Ship that arriv'd, was commanded by Captain 
Camargo, and had on board fixty Spanifh Soldiers , a lit- 
tle atter came another with fifty choice Soldiers and feven 
Horfes, commanded by Captain Miguel Diaz, de Auz>, a 
Gentleman of Arragon, who had fo fignaliz'd himfelf on all. 
occafions, that his Perfon alone was efteem'd a very great 
Succour ; and laftly, tho' fomewhat late, arriv'd the 
Vcifel commanded by Captain Ramirez, with above forty 
Soldiers, ten Horfes, and great abundance of Provifions 
and Arms. They all landed, and the firft without flaying 
for the reft, made the beft of their way to Tlafcala, lea- 
ving an Example to their Fellows to take the fame 
Rout, which they all did with entire Satisfaction. For 



the great Advances made by Cortex in New- Spain, had 
made fuch a noife over all the Wands, that the Soldiers 
were cafily led whither they thought Wealth and Profperity 



invited them. 



Tjiis 



Book V. Mexico, or New Spain. 35 

This Succour confiderably augmented the Number of 
the Spaniards, and infpired them with frefli Hopes : The 
Soldiers received the New-Comers with Acclamations of 
Joy ; they embraced each other as Friends of a long Ac- 
quaintance, without any other Tye than that of comin 




from the fame Country; and Cortex himfelf, forgetting the 
Gravity of a General, was tranfported with Joy, but at the 
fame time did not forget to return thanks to God, attribu- 
ting to him and to the Juftice of his Caufe, all thefe 
furprizing Events. 

Notwithstanding this sood Fortune, he could not 



quiet the Soldiers of Narhaez>, who were importunate 
with him for leave to return to the Ifle of Cuba ; they put 
him in mind of his Promife, and he could not deny but 
that they went upon the Expedition to Tepeaca on that 
Condition : for which reafon, he was not willing to enter 
into any new Difputes with them, and the rather, becaufe he 
found his Troops augmented with Soldiers better difci- 
plin'd, and did not think it a proper time to march at 
the Head of unwilling Mutineers, who would be fure to 
fhew uneafinefs on every Fatigue, and be always railing at 
the Enterprize, pernicious in the Camp, and ufelefs upon 
Occafions, deceiving their General, with the appearance of 
Soldiers in the Review, and yet of no fervice. 

For thefe Reafons therefore he ordered proclamation to 
be made, That whoever had a mind to return home, was 
free to go, and Jhould be furnifhed with Vcjjels, and every 
thing elfe that was necejjary. The greateft part of the Sol- 
diers of NarbaeZj made ufe of the Opportunity, but fome 
ftay'd out of a Point of Honour. Bernal Diazj takes no 
notice of the Names of thofe who ftay'd, but tedioufly 
enumerates almoft all who went, defrauding the fir ft of 
the Honour that was their due, and wafting his time in 
difgracing the laft ; whereas, it would have been much more 
real onable to have forgotten thofe who Ihowed lb little regard 
to their Reputation : But what deferves to be remarked, is, 
that Andres de Dnero, who appeared on feveral Occafions fo 
much attached to the Intereft of Cortez., was one of thofe who 
retired ; and altho' there be no account of the reafon of this 
Separation, we may very well believe there was but little Sin- 
cerity in the Pretences, with which he colour'd his Retreat ; 
fince we find him fhortly after making ufe of all his In- 
tereft at the Court in favour of Diego Vclafqucs. If there 
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was my Mi futtder:ftarid.ing between .Cortezj and Mm, 
might, give Qccarfion for this Breacih, Reafon muftfuwe 'he^mon 
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Cortex s fide j it not foeing likely that.it could 'be pleaded 
behalf x>f a Man who ftiowed as little xegard to .that, as he did 
to his Reputation, by >not .only leaving his Friend. engaged in 
m EnitejDpjijse of fo much Honour and Danger, but withaM ta- 



king upon him a Commiilion by which he was obliged 
barely to act againft his own Sentiments, or to yield ibis <U*i 
derftanding a Slave to an unreafonable Paifion. 

g now got rid of thefe Mu 



Hernan C 



tineers, whom Aivarado had the care .of conducing to the 
VefCels, began to confider of the time necetfary to he 
employed in building the Brigantines. He xlifpatched new 
Orders to die Confederates to hold themfelves ready to 
march upon the firft notice, directing the Quantity of Pro- 
yifions and Arms they were ,to provide, according to the 
Number of their Troops : And at his leilure Hours he 



Account of all the Particulars of the Conctu^lt 



5> 



to be fent to the Emperor ; defigning to equip a Veffel, 
and fend new Agents, who might haften the Difpatch of 
the former, or give him notice of the Condition his Affairs 
were in at the Court of Spain, his Uncertainty therein be- 
ing now one of his greateft Difquiets. 

Cortez drew up this Account in form of a Letter, 
and repeating every thing of importance in the Difpatcb.es 
he fent the Year before by the Captains Portocarrero and 



Montexo, he gave his Majefty a hiithful Relation of all 
his Adventures, both proiperous and unfortunate, from 
the time hp marched out of Zempoala, and by his Courage 
and Conduct made his triumphant Entry into the Capital 
City of the Empire, till he was afterwards forced to re- 
treat to Tlafcala, with confiderable Lofs. He alfo ac- 
quainted him with how much Security he was able to 
maintain himfelf in that Province, together with the Number 
of Spaniards that had augmented his Troops, and the great 
Confederacies he had made with divers Indian Nations, 
for renewing the War againft the Mexicans. He exprefled, 
with a noble and generous Confidence, the Hope he had 
of reducing to his Majefty's Obedience all that new 
World, whofe Bounds to the North were unknown even 
to the Natives. He enlarged upon the Riches of that Em- 
pire, the Fertility of the Soil, and the Wealth of the le- 
veral Princes. He highly extoll'd the Valour and Con- 

ftancy 
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of the Spaniards, and the Affection and Fidelity 
of :the Tlafcalans: With relation to hira&lf, he deft it to 
his Addons to fpeak for ihim ; and yet, without exceeding 
ithe Bounds of Modefty, die gave fome ftrokes :to the 
reputation of die Conqueft, that fet in its true light the 

of the Conqueror. He defked fpeedy Juftice 
againft the unfair Proceedings of Diego Velafques, and 
Francifco de Gar ay, and made preffing Inftances for an im- 
mediate Succour of Soldiers, Horfes, Arms, and other 
warlike Provifions. He reprefented in yet flronger Terms 
the Neceflity of fending fome Ecclefiafticks and Regulars 
of approved Virtue, to affift Father Qlrnedo in the conver- 
sion of the Indians, giving an account that fome of the 
chief among them were already baptized, and diat in the 
reft there was fuch a kind of dupofition to receive the 
Truth, as gave great hopes of its making a considerable 



progrefs. This was the Subftance of the Letter he at that 
time wrote to <£he Emperor, laying before his Majefty 
every thing that had palled, without forgetting any consi- 
derable Circumftance ; all which he exprefted in proper 
and well-chofen Terms, according to the Eloquence of 
that Age ; and it may be a queffion whether they were not 
more agreeable than thoie now in ufe, to that Character of 
Nature and Simplicity, which becomes the Style of Letters, 
At the lame time it muft be confeifed, he was Ibmewhat 
miftaken in the Names of Towns and Provinces, which 
being altogether new, could not be exactly pronounced, 
or faithfully rendered upon Paper. 

Bernal Diaz del Castillo reports, that the General 
fent thele Difpatches by the Captains Alonz,o de Mcndoz^a 
and Diego de Ordaz:, ; and tho' Antonio de Herrera men- 
tions only the fir ft, it is not probable that he would entruft 
an affair of io much confequence to one Peribn alone 
when Prudence required him to provide againft the Acci- 
dents of io long a Vovage. His private Inftructions to 
them was, That before they di [covered their Comwiffion, or 



1 



made any declaration of their being fent by him, they fhould 
fir fl find out his Father, and the two Agents zvho were fent 
tide Tear before, and pint I) carry on their Negotiation, ac- 
cording as the Condition of his Affairs jhodd require. He 
remitted alio a fecond Prefent (or the Emperor, confifting 
of Gold and other Curiofities which had been prelerved 

at Tlajcala, to which the Soldiers alio contributed, and were 

upon 
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upon this occafion very liberal of their little Siibftaii.ee ; 
adding moreover the Booty acquired in the Expeditions 
of Tepeaca and Gmcackula : a Prefent lefs rich than the 
former, but more deferving to be priz'd, as being amafs'd 
in the midft of their Difgraces, and coniequentiy to be 
regarded as the Remains after thole Loffes whereof Cortex 
had given a faithful account in his Letter. 

The General thought it proper at the fame time, that 
the two Councils of Vera Cruz, and Segura de la Frontera 
fhould write to his Majefty, as being the Government in 
that Country. They in their Letters follicited for the 
fame Affiftance, declaring, That they thought themfehes 



bound in duty to represent to his Majefy, how much it im- 
ported to maintain Hernan Cortez in his Poft of Captain- 
General ; for as the Beginning of this great Work was zvholly 
owing to his Valour and Conduct, it zvould be no eafy matter 
to find any other Head or Hands capable of bringing it to 
perfection ; and in this they fmcerely delivered their Opinions, 
and what they thought mojl advantageous for the Service in 
that Conpnciure. Bernal Diaz, faith, that Hernan Cortez, 
{aw thofe Letters, infmuating as if he had defired that 
Solicitation in his favour : It is very probable he did fee 
them, but it is likewife certain, that thofe Letters contained 
fuch Truths as did not ftand in need of any Flattery or 
Exaggeration. Diaz, complains likewiie, that the Soldiers 
were not permitted to write apart in the Name of their 
whole Corps, not that he differed in his Sentiments from 
the Councils (tor he declares the contrary more than once) 
but as the Subject-Matter was the Preiervation of his Ge- 
neral, he defued to join his Opinion with the reft, and 
to give him his affiftance on this occafion, as in truth he 
bravely did in War. Let it pais for Ambition of Glory, a 
Vice that ought to be pardoned in Men or merit, and ap- 
pears very much like Virtue in a Soldier. 

Ordaz and Mendoz>a embarked on board one of the 
Veftels, which arrived a little before at Vera Cruz,, with 
every thing necefTary for fuch a Voyage ; and loon after 
Cortez, relblved to freight another Veffcl, and difpatch 
the Captains Alonfo Davila and Francifco Alvarez, Chico 
with Letters for the Regulars of St. Jerome, who prefided 
in the Royal Audience of Santo Domingo, the only one 
at that time in thofe Countries, and whole Jurifcliltion ex- 
tended over all the Iflands, as well as the new Difcoverics 

on 
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on the Main Land. He communicated to them the Account 
he had fent to the Emperor, and defired their fpeedy Af- 
fiftance towards the Enterprize in which he was engaged ; 
as alfo that they would put a ftop to the vexatious Pro- 
ceedings of Velajques and Caray. Tho' thele Mimfters 
were convinced or the Juftice of his Demands, ard ad- 
mired his Conftancy and Valour, yet the Ifknd oi Santo 
Domingo was not at that time in a Condition to part either 
with Men or Proviflons : But they approved or every thin 
he had done, and offered to fupport the Jufhce of his 
Pretentions with the Emperor, and follicit fuch Succours as 
were nece/fary for an Affair of fo great importance, and 
fo far advanced ; taking upon them/elves the Care to 
check the Efforts of his two Rivals, by very ffricl: and re- 
peated Orders. And to this effect they anfwered his Let- 
ters, fending back his Envoys with good Words, but with- 
out the Succours he defired. But before 1 proceed in the 
farther account of this Conqueft, and while the buildin 
of the Brigantines, and other Preparations for the Return 
to Mexico, are carried on with the utmoft diligence ; it 
will be proper to go back to the two firft Envoys of 
Cortex, and fee in what Condition the Affairs of JSfew- 
Spctin were at the Emperor's Court : the Reader cannot but 
defire to be informed therein, and fuch an Account may be 
reckoned among thoie neceflary DigreiTions permitted to 
an Hiftorian, as they contribute to the perfection ol his 
Work, without deflroying its proportion. 





CHAP. 






left Martin Cortex with the two firfl Envoys 
of hi's Son, Alonjo Hernandez^ Portocarrero and 
FranciJcQ de Montexo, in the wretched Employ 
rtient of following the Regency; and waiting 
in the Antichambers of the Minifters ; fo far from bein & 
admitted, to audience, that not daring to importune them 
with, any Requefts, they only prefented thcmfelves in the 
Throng as they palled by, and were forced to content 
themfelves with receiving, the accidental Glance of an 
Eye ; the comfortlefs notice taken of thofe, who having 
all the Juftice in the world on their fide, are vet afraid to 
ruin their Pretentions, by advancing them unfcalbnably. 
The Emperor, as we have already observed, gave them a 
very favourable hearing; and tho' he was dif^uflcd with 




Infolence and the Attempts'- 'of fome Town 
endeavoured tq^tippofe his Voyage to G 
ent Protefts, Uztlp lefs indeed than Threats ; yet he 
found iufficient time to inform- himfelf very exactly of 




all that palled in Nezv-Spain," and to judge what might 



be expected from the Enterprize. He made himicll 
JMaftcr of the whole Affair, not difdaining to ask queftions 
upon many points, it being no ways unbecoming Ma- 
jelty to receive from a Subject thofe Helps that fcrvc to 
explain an Affair ; nor fhould a King always go to Coun- 
cil full of doubts, The Emperor prcfently dilcovcr'd the 



+ 
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reat Advantages which might be expected from iuch 




wonderful Beginnings : and the Idea he at that time 




formed of the Merit of Cortez,, helped extremely to re 
commend him to his Favour, as he was naturally inclined 
to value extraordinary Men. 

The Affairs of the Kingdom, and the fudden Depar- 
ture of the Emperor, did not permit him to come to anv 
fixed Refolution in a Matter wherein fo many Difficulties 
were rais'd, as well by the Agents of Velajques", as by fome 
Minifters who were in fecret intelligence with them, and 
fupported them. But when the Day of his embarkation 
came, which was the 20th of May, 1520. his Majefty did in 
a particular manner recommend the Examination ' of the 
Affair of Cortex to Cardinal Adriano, Governor of the 
Kingdom in his abfence. The Cardinal was very fin- 
cerely defirous to favour his Caufe, but as the Informations 
by which he was to govern himfelf, came from the Coun- 
cil of the Indies, (where the Votes were influenced 
the Authority and Prejudice of the Prefident, the Bifhop 
of Burgos) he found himfelf at a lofs how to come 
to any refolution ; nor was it an eafy matter to a/- 
fure himfelf of making a right judgment, while the Re- 
preientations of Velafquez, came cloathed with the appear- 
ance of Juftice, and the Exploits of Cortex were discredited 
with the name of Rebellion. 

Afterwards, when it was mod neccfTary, there 
wanted time to examine into the truth of this Affair, the 
Cares of the Minifters being employed in Matters of the 
laft importance: Several Cities began to ftir, under pre- 
text of correcting what they called the Difbrders of the 
State, and others folio w'd them to the lame Precipice, 
without examining whether that Pretext was reafbnable or 
not. They all looked on the Abfence of the Emperor as 
their greateft Misfortune, and fome believ'd they did him 
good fervice, or at leaft kept within the Bounds of their 
Obedience, mistaking the Transports of a falfe Zeal for 
Proofs of their Refpecl and Duty. 

The common People took up arms to jufthy their 
iirft Offence, and fome Gentlemen fo far degraded them- 



iblves, as to join them, thro' want of Underftanding; a De- 
fect which generally effaces all thofe Sentiments which 
Nobility of Blood in fp ires. The great Lords and Minifters 
cfpouscl the Caufe' of Juftice, norwithftandiiig the Affronts 

and 
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and Dangers that attended it. In fhort, the whole King- 
dom was in confufion, and the Sovereign Authority in a 



manner ufurped by thefe Factions, in our Hiftory called 



Communities, tho' we know not with what reafbn ; for it 
could not be properly faid the Complaint was common, 
when many Cities, and almoft the whole Body of the 
Nobility aliened the Rights of the King : However, the 
Rebels gave this Name to their Infolence, and have been 
favour'd by Pofterity with the Title which they took to ho- 
nour their Revolt. 

Tho' the Account of thefe Difturbances be foreign to 
my Argument, I could not avoid touching upon them, as 
one of the Caufes that put a flop to the good Intentions 
of the Cardinal, and crofted the Negotiations of Cortez,: 
It was indeed a very unfeafonable time to confider of new 
Enterprizes, when the Regent and Minifters were Co wholly 
employ'd in finding Remedies for the Evils which af- 
flicted the State within doors, that thofe without made 
no fort of impreftion upon them : So that Martin Cortez, 
and his Friends, fenfible of the fmall Advantages they 
reaped by their Solicitations, and of the general Diforder 
of Affairs, retired to Medellin, with a refolution to let the 
Storm blow over, and expect the Return of the Emperor, 
who was perfectly well apprized of the Affair, and had 



ffiewn a dilpofition to do juftice to their Pretentions ; and 
they plainly faw that his Authority was necefTary to fur- 
mount the Oppofition of the Biftiop of Burgos, and other 
Impediments which arofe from the prelent Pofture of 

Affairs. 

Some little time after, Diego de Ordaz> and Alonjo dc 
MendoZjCt arrived at Sevill, after a profpeiaus Voyage ; 
and, without dftcovering themlclve.s, or their Commifhon, 
they took care to be informed of the State of Cortc 
Affairs, a Precaution which imported no lefs than their 
Liberty ; for they underftood, to their great furprize, that 
the Commiflioncrs of Trade had exprefs orders from the 
Biftiop of Burgos, to flop and imprifbn any Pcrfbn what- 
lbever, who inould be lent from New-Spain, and to feize 

Gold and other Merchandize that he fhould bring 



either on his own account, or by way of Commit! 



Upon which, they only endeavoufd to fecure their Persons, 

and thought themfeives very happy in prcferving their 

Letters and Difpatches, leaving the Prelent for the King, 

witli 
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with every thing elfe, in the hands of thofe Judges, and 
to be difpofed of at the pleafure of the Bifhop of Burgos. 

They parted from Sevill, not without great appiehen-* 
fion of being difcovered, determining, if polfible, to find 
out at the Court either Martin Cortex, or his Son's two 
Agents, in order to get light horn their Informations how 
to proceed ; but hearing on the Road that they were re- 
tired to Adedeiiw, they went on to that Town, where their 
Arrival was welcom'd with all the Demonftrations of Joy, 
which fuch wonderful and wilh'd for News could infpire. 
It was debated among them, whether it would be proper 
to carry the Difpatches of Cortex immediately to the Car- 
dinal Regent, without delaying to inform him of fuch im- 
portant News ; but confidering the prefent Difturbances 
of the Kingdom, they thought it would be to no purpose 
to fpeak of diftant Advantages, which regarded the aug- 
mentation, but not the fafety of the Monarchy : Upon 
which they refolved to continue in their Retirement, till 
Affairs Aioulcl take another turn, and the Ministers be 

more at leifure. 

The Diforders of Caftile encreafed every day ; for 
the Mutineers, not content to defend ; themfelves in 
their Rebellion, carried their Infolence fo far, as to 
plunder the Country, and lay fiege to Towns which re- 
tained their Fidelity ; . the Forbearance of the Government 
exciting their Ambition to become the AggrefTors. At firft 
the Minifters thought to. bring them to a fenfe of their 
Duty by gentle Means and Patience ; but the Diftemper 
was too deeply rooted to allow of the flow Operation of 
fuch foft Remedies, and more efpecially becauie the Re- 
bels imagin'd they had both Force and Juftice on their 
fide : Nor were fome Ecclefiafticks wanting, who, regard- 
lefs of their Duty, abufed the Pulpit, by preaching up Sedi- 
tion, confirming the People in their Obftinacy, and per- 
fuading them, that to correct the Diforders of the State, 
was doina uood fervice both to God and the King. It 
came to that pafs, that the great Lords and Gentlemen 
were obliged to take up arms to rc-eftabliili the Authority 
of Juftice, and to animate thofe Cities which held for 
the Emperor. And notwithstanding the Rebels had the 
temerity to bring an Army into the Field, and try their 
Strength with thoic whom they called their Enemies ; yet, 
after two Rencounters, in which thev loft a great number 

I. of 
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of Men, together with diek Reputation, and after the E 



cutio,n ,oi four of the principal Authors of the .Sedition, 
ieir Pride abated, and their Forces difperso: j tlie Prudent 
and the Timorous, both fecured themfelves as well as' they 
could ; the Cities return'd to their Obedience, the Tumult 
ceafed, and Reafbn refunied her place. In fhort, it was 
bur little more than a popular Commotion, which begins 
and ends with the fame facility. 

The Account which came at that time of the Empe- 
ror's return, contributed very much to reftore the publick 
Tranquillity : He gave alTurance in his Letters, that he 
would leave all other Affairs, to come where his Prefence 
was fo neceffary. This AlTurance entirely fettled every 

thing, and Martin Cortez>, judging it a proper time to re- 
new his Solicitations, fet out immediately for the Court, 
with the four Commiffioners from his Son ; where, after 
fome fmall Delays, they had a particular audience of the 
Cardinal Regent. They informed him in general how 



far Matters were advanced towards the Conqueft of 
Mexico, and referred him to the Letters of Cortex for 
the Particulars. They gave him alfo an account of the 
Orders they found at Sevill, for imprifoning any one who- 
{hould come from Cortex, and of the Seizure of the 
Prefent they had brought for the King. Up 



lion, they reprefented the Rcafons they had to- diftruft 



die Bifliop ot Burgos, and laftly, defired leave to excep 



ft him. in a legal way as a Judge, offer 




good the Reafons of their Exception, or fuffer the Penalty 
of their Irreverence. The Cardinal heard them with atten- 
tion, he feem'd touch'd with their Misfortune, and com- 
forted them with Promifes of a lpeedy Difpatch. He 
was particularly difpleafed with the Orders given at Sevill, 
and the Seizure of the Prefent, as being done without his 
knowledge. Whereupon, the Cardinal anfwer'd them with 
aid to their Requeft concerning the Bifliop, That they 
might talie- their remedy againft him at Law, after the man- 
ner they thought mofl proper; and that he would protetf 
them from any Violence they might have reafon to fear in 
the Courje of that Proccfs : Which fufticiently animated 
them for the hazardous Undertaking of engaging in a Suit 
with a powerful Enemy; an Enterprize in which a Man is 
in a manner obliged to (peak in the rnoft tender Terms, 
and where Fear is- wont to take off a good deal from the 
Force of Reafon. Wmi 
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Wit fit tkie(& Ei^ouragemehts, to fiof»'6 jfof Better, 
tune, they imm&diafely enter'd their fcxceptioti a_' ' 

PrefMetit of the Council of the jjfetfd in tils fowiHE 




delivering their Reifbhs ki writing, With all the TenHpei: 
and Moderation neceffary to obferve a due Refpect. But 
their Reafons were To ftrong, and the Truth of what they 



aiiedged 10 well known to the Other Judges, that they dffltt 



riot' tieny Juftice in an Affair of that importance, arid 
more efpecially on the approach of the Emperor's Return, 
the Report of which was joyfully received by all who did 
not ftand in fear of his Pretence ;^and. not only quieted 
the Minds of the People, but dccaiioh'3 his Minifters to 
act with circumfpection. Bemdl Diaz, del CdftiUo, and 
others who have followed him, treat the Eifhop too rigo- 
roufly upon this occafion : Diaz, relates what he heard, and 
the reft have copy'd it but the Whole of what 
doth not feem credible, of fo venerable and accompliflici 





a Prelate. However,' fome or the Articles'; againfl: hirri 
were certainly proved ; as, his treating, of ■ a Marriage be- 
tween his Niece and Diego Velafqn.es, the fliarp Exp'reflions 
he itfed on feveral Occasions to the Envoys- of Cbrtezj, 
whom he treated as Rebels and Traitors, when his Paflion 
had got the better of his Prudence. Thefe Proofs, with 
the Orders he had given in SmiH to imprifpn all Perfons 




fent from New-Sfain, which were too publick to be de- 
ny'd, were thought fuflicient to juftify the Recufatron. 
After a full Hearing, and with the approbation of the 
Council of State and the Cardinal, the Bifliop was abfo- 
lutely forbid to interfere in any Matters between Hernan 
Cortex and Diego Velafques ; his Orders were revoked, the 
Embargo's at ScviU taken off, and die Importance of the 
Undertaking appear'd in its true light. The Heroick 
Actions of Cortcz., which were almoft obfeured before 
the Sufpicion of his Fidelity, were now celebrated with 
the Praifes they defer ved ; and the Cardinal, by feveral 
Decrees, recommended the difpatch or the Envoys, and 
was fo fincerely defirous to forward the Affair, that even 
after he had received the news of his Exaltation to St. Pe- 
ters Chair, he difpatch'd fome Orders favourable to Cortex, 
as he was on the Road to embark. Whether he was af- 
fected by the Juftice of his Caufe, or that having his Mind 
pollefsd with the Cares of the Supreme Dignity, he 
thought it his Duty to remove all Impediments to a Con- 

queft 
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queft, that was to prepare the way for the introduction 
of the Gofpel, and facilitate the Conyerfion of the 
Indians] an Intereft of the Church worthy to engage, the 



very firft Reflections of the Sovereign Pontiff. 





H A 




VIII. 



Concludes the Affairs of the precedent Chapter. 
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|HE new Pope Adrian, the Sixth of 



was then at Victoria, whither he went to give 
neceffary Orders for 



Nam 



the 

relieving the Provinces of 
Navarre and Guipujcoa, whofe Frontiers the French had 



ed, in order 



But the Affairs of Italy 
obliged him to begin 




under his 
after, the 



landing at the I 
almoft recovered 




foment the Difturbances of Caftile : 
and repeated Letters from Rome^ 
his Journey, leaving every thins 



ge in the beft pofture he 



Id 



Soon 



Emperor arrived on the Coaft of Bifcay, and 



of Santander 



5 



of the domeftick E 



d his Kingdoms 



bour'd 



d 



y 



d la- 



The Storm was over, but the hollow 



Noife of the yet 



to 



d 



working 



Sea 



d 



as it is wont 



o, tor fome time after a Tempeft, befoi 



a 



fet 



tied Calm. He thought thercfoi 
of the Seditious 



that 



to 



haltile fome 



Juft 

which 
French 



Navarre 



H 



pted out of the general Pardon) 

re-eftablifhing of Peace 
alfo round fome Remainders of another Evil 



Id be neceffary for the 



a 



nd 




had 



ffer'd 



d 



9 • 



d 



P 



a 



B 



g 



with their 



during 

lcizcd 

y 



his abfence ; for the 



upon the 
beaten on 
putation, 



King 



of 



and 



alter lofing 



Booty, yet were ftill in pofleflion 
was abfolutely neceilary to re-take 
Enemy were preparing to throw a powerful Re 



ill-gotten 
o f Fontarabia ; and 



it 



But notwithftanding 



time in It 



Flanders 



Affairs, and others at the fame 
d Germany, he found time for 



thofe of New-Spain, to which he always had a 



y par- 
ticular 
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ticular attention : He gave another audience to the Envoys 
of Cortex ; and tho' thofe of Diego Velajques at the fame 



time preferred their Requeff, yet, as he had been well in- 
form'd of the Cafe on both fides bv Letters from'- the 



Pope, he, by a new Sentence, confirmed the Recufation of 
the Bifhop of Burgos, and appointed CommifTaries to de- 
termine finally upon this Affair, viz,, the great Chancellor 
of Arragon, Mercurio de Catinara ; Hernando de Vega, Lord 
of Graial, and Great Commander of Caftile; Doctor Lo- 
renz>o Galindez, of Caravajal ; the Licentiate, Francijco de 
Vargas, Counfellor of State, and Chamberlain to the King ; 
and Monfieur de la Roje, the Flemifh Minifter : Monfieur 
de la Chau, whom Diaz, and Herrera have added to this 
Commifilon, could not potfibly be one of the number, 
being dead fome Years before in Saragojja ; and the Poft 



of Grand Chancellor, vacant by his death, being pofTefs'd 
by Mercurio de Catinara. The Election of Perfons fb well 
qualify'd, fhow'd the Juftice of his Majefty's Intentions : 
for the Kingdom did not afford Men in whom the Empe- 
ror repofed more confidence ; nor were any to be found, 
in whom Learning, Prudence, and Equity appeared in a 
more eminent degree. 

The firft thing the Council did, was to look over the 
Memorials drawn from Letters and Relations produced at 
the Tryal ; but there they were fo embarrafs'd by contradictory 
Accounts, that they thought it neceffary to order the Agents 
on both fides to explain themfelves, viva voce, in the 
next Meeting ; for they were all defirous to difpatch this 
Affair, and examine ftrictly into the Accufations brought 
the Parties again ft each other, and into the Strength of 
their refpective Arguments, that fo they might come to 
the knowledge of the Truth, without tying themfelves up 
to Forms of Law, which generally do but perplex a Caufe, 
and are fo many Obftacles to Juftice. 

The next Day the Agents appeared before the Council 
witli their Advocates j and, anions* thofe for Diego Velafqucs, 
Andres de Duero fignalized himfelf : but People were the 
lefs furprizel to fee him unfaithful to his Friend, knowing 
he had been fo firfl: to his Mafter. The Memorials were 
read, and the Parties at the fame time were examined, in 
order to difcover how they juftify'd themfelves from their 
refpective Accufations, and made good their Complaints. 
From their Anfwers, the Judges drew what was furKcient 




M 
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to decide the Affair : And, after fome few days Heariaags, 
the Ceurt unanimously agreed, That it was- mot rxfrfembfo 



for Diego Velafques to appropriate to himfeif- the Advanta- 




ges of the Gwqueft vf New-Spain, without a letter 
than that of having expended form Money m the Prepay** 
tions for that Enterprise, and naming Gortez for Commm- 
der : That he could only have his Action for . what he hud 
laid out, making it appear to be from his own proper Stock, and 
not any of the Effects belonging to the King in his Govern-* 
ment : That the nomination of Gortez ajforded him no Pre* 
fence either to the Honour or Advantage of the Conqmfi ; 
for, befides that he gave him the Commijfwn without the 
Authority, of the Mwiflers of the Royal Audknce, zvhofe Or- 
ders he fhould have received, or jo much as acquainting 
thern with it, he loft thoje Prerogatives the day that \ye re- 
voked it, and could have no right to jay that the Conquefi 
was made by his order, Cortez being by that Revocation left 



free to att as he fjjould judge moji advantageous for the jer- 
vice of the King, with the Troops and Vejjels which, for the 
mo ft part, he had raisd and equip fd at his oivn expence*, 
and that of his Friends. 

And tho' the Judges were alfo very fenfible, that the 
Conduct of Cortes was not, in the beginning of this En- 
terprize, altogether fo regular as it fhould have been, yet 
they thought fomething was to be allowcl to his juft in- 
dignation, and much more to its admirable Effects : A 
Conqueft fo wonderful, and of fo great importance, the 
Difficulties of which had only ferv'd to manheft his in- 
comparable Valour, and, above all, his Fidelity, and in- 
violable Attachment to his Duty! For which reafbn, they 
judged him worthy to be continue! in the Command of 
what he had conquered, and to be encouraged and fup- 
ported in an Undertaking already fb far advanced : And, 
laflly, they cenfur'd Diego Velafques, as a Perfon who had 
Ihow'd a very ungovernable Ambition, in alpiring, with fo 
little reafbn, to ufiirp the Glory and Advantage or the 
Actions or another; and as having been guilty of a rafhnefs 
which deferv'd a very fevere reprimand, in fending an Army 
againfl Hcrnan Cortes, without confidering the Conse- 
quences which might have attended fuch violent Proceed- 
ings, or regarding the Orders he had receiv'd to the con- 
trary from the Miniflers of the Royal Audience of Saint 

Domingo. 
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These Conclufions were laid before the Emperor ; 




which being approv'd by his Majefiy, Sentence was pro 
nounced, declaring Her.nan Cortex to be a. good JVlinifter 
and faithful Subject; honouring wi th the like approbation the 





Officers and Soldiers undfer bis* CommandL;. impoiMg' per* 
petual Silence on Diego- Vd&fquesi, on the Subject of any 
Pretentions to the Conqueft of JS/ew-Spam and 
commanding him, on pain of fevere Puniditarienr, not- to 
xaife the leaft Obftacle to that Affair, either, 
indire&ly, with a refervation for. any demand 
have on account of Moneys by him expended 
mament of the Veffels, which he was tOrnake ouiC his 
claim to, and fue for, in the ordinary way of Juftice. .. j&nd 
thus did this Affair end, the Judges referring the Honours 
defign'd for Cortex, the reprimanding of Vdafques, . and 
other Conclufions of the Council, - to the DifJ>atches that 
were to he fent in the name of the Emperor. . 

Some are : of opinion,, that this Judgment was framed 
lather according to Reafons of State, than the Rigour of 
Juftice : It is not my buftnefs to examine die Right of the 
pretending Parties ; I have fliown the Motives and. Confl- 
derations upon which the Judges pronounced fentence, 
and I am not infenfibie> that in the fir ft. Steps of Gwte'z* 
there is occafion for a favourable interpretation ; but, at 



the fame time it cannot be deny'd, that his Title to the 
Conqueft was as good as the Emperor's to the Country 



conquered. Upon which confideration, the Judges might 



very well proceed as a Court of Equity, by taking this 
Affair out of the common Road, and moderating the Ri- 
gour of Juftice : To which they were the more induced by 
the Weaknefs of Velafquess Arguments, his violent Pro- 
ceedings and Difrefpect to the Royal Authority. It is 
faid he liv'd but a little while after he receiv'd the Em- 
peror's reprimand, the very Words of Kings having the 
power to reward and punifh. We muft not refute to 
Diego Vclafques the juft Praifes he defer v'd, on account of 
his Quality, Capacity, and Courage, of which he had given 
fignal Proofs in the Conqueft of Cuba ; but upon this 
occafion he was miferably miftaken in the beginning, and, 




the ufe of improper Means, fell fliort or the end he 
propoled ; and, finally, his Impatience haftcnd his death. 
His fir ft Fault was Diftruft, a Vice which, like Excels of 
Fear, produces Raflinefs ; the fecond was Anger, which does 



more 
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more than make Men irrational ; for it makes them Ene- 
mies to Reafon : and the third was Envy, which, in mean 
Spirits, fupplies the place .of Anger. 

The next thing taken into conhderation, was the Affif- 
tance to be given Cortez^ the Care ot which the Emperor 
referred to the fame Council: He gave a very favourable 
audience to his Agents, and feem'd well pleas'd that Juftice 
had declar'd on their fide : He beftow'd feveral Marks or 
his Favour upon Martin Cortez*, on account of his Son 



Merit, whom he promis'd to reward according to the 



Greatnefs of his Service. Several Regulars were named 
fox the Converfion of the Indians, the firft Care of the 
Emperor, who was always more zealous for the advance- 
ment of Religion than for the augmentation of his Em- 



pire. He order'd a confiderable number of Arms and 
Horfes to be embark'd in the firft Fleet j and, confider- 
ing how much it imported to ufe the utmoft difpatch 
at a time when Hernan Cortex was engaeed in War, and 




not without great fufpicion of his Rivals, he commanded 
the Orders to be immediately drawn, and lent by feveral 
Letters. 

One was directed to the Governours and Royal Au- 
dience of Saint Domingo, fignifying to them his refolution, 
with orders to aflift Cortex to the utmoft of their power, 
and remove all Impediments to his Conqueft. Another 
was to Diego Velafques, ftri&ly enjoining him to defift 
from further interfering in that Enterprize, and feverely 
cenfuring his violent Proceedings. There was another to 
jFrancifco de Garay, blaming him for attempting any thing 
on New-Spain, and forbidding him to continue that De- 
n. The laft was directed to Hernan Cortex, and abound- 
ed in thole Marks of Honour and Favour which Kings 
beftow on thofe from whom they have received extraordi- 
nary Services, when they do not difdain to own the Obli- 
gation. The Emperor in this Letter did not only approve 
the paft Actions of Cortex, but withall his prefent Defign, 
and the Difpofition he had made for re-taking the City 
of Mexico. He let him know how ienfible he was of his 
Valour and Conftancy, not forgetting to take notice of 
the Prudence and Addrefs with which he had managed 
both his own Troops and thofe of his Confederates. His 
Majefty alfo inform'd him of the Orders he had given to 
fecure him from his Rivals, and of the Commiflion he had 

i 

fent 
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fent him to be Governour and Captain-General of that 
Country : He allured him at the fame time of more folid 
Proofs of his Acknowledgment, and made particular and 
honourable mention of the Captains and S-oMers wfiu W 

lerved under him. He recommended to him in a moil 
preffing manner to treat the Indians well, and to take care 
to have them inftrucled in the Chriftian Religion, con- 
fidering them as a Soil capable of being cultivated by the 
Gofpel : He laftly gave him hopes of fpeedy fuccour 
and aififtance, referring to his Valour and Fidelity the final 
accomplifhmeiit of fo great a Work. A Letter which will 
for ever honour the illuftrious Pofterity of Cortex I and 
fuch a one as would not only give nobility, where it is 
wanting, but a luftre to Families of the nobleft Defcent. 

These Diipatches were all ilgned by the Emperor in 
Valladolid, the lid of Oclober, I JIZ. and immediately fent 
away with two of the Envoys of Cortex, the other two re- 
maining behind to follicit Succours, and receive Inftruc- 
tions that were framing for the civil and military Govern- 
ment of the new conquered Country. 

Th o' we have a little interrupted our Account of the 
Exploits of Cortex, we thought ,it neceflary to purine this 
Affair to the Conclufion, that we might not leave it un- 
finished in fuch manner as fhould oblige us to make ano- 
ther digreffion : A Liberty not only taken by Hiftorians, 
but Annalifts, who tie themfelves up more fhriclily to time ; 
as we find it practifed in Cornelius Tacitus, who, in the 
Empire of Claudius, introduces and concludes the Wars of 
Britain, under the two Vice-Pretors, Ojjprius and JDidius, 
judging it lefs inconvenient to break through the Series of 
Years, than the Connexion of important Events. 




N 



CHAP. 






H A P. IX. 



Cortez receives a new Succour of Men and 




Ammunition : he mufters his Spanifli Troops ; 
and the Confederates do the like, after his 



Example : He publifoes certain milii ary Or- 
ders, and begins his March, with a deftgn to 

poffefs hi mf elf of Tezeuco. 




T was now about the end of the Year 1 520, when 
Cortex refolved to march with his whole Army into 
the Enemy s Country, and to make the laft Difpofi- 
tions for his grand Enterprize. He had received lbme few days 
before, a Succour of Men, whom good fortune threw in his 
way ; for the Governour of Vera Cruz^ gave him notice, 
that a Merchant-Man from the Canaries was anchored 
there, with a confiderable Quantity of Fire-Arms and Pow- 
der, and other warlike Provisions, three Horfes, and fome 
PafTengers, who came there purpofely to fell their Mer- 
chandize to the Spaniards, who were engaged in that Con- 
queft. 

A t that time all Sorts of Goods fold at an exceflive 
Price in the Indies, and the Hopes of Gain had quite 
overcome all fear of fb diftant and dangerous a Com- 
merce. Upon this advice, Cortex, defirous to make ad- 
vantage or the Opportunity, immediately lent a Commit 
fary to Vera Cruz,, with Bars of Gold and Silver, under a 
fufficient Guard ; and the Governour was ordered to buy 
the Arms and Ammunition as cheap as he could. The 
Governour managed the Matter with fo much dexterity, 
and raisd fuch an Opinion of the Undertaking in which 
his General was engaged, that not only the Merchants 
fold what they had brought at a reafonable rate, but the 
Captain of the Veflel, with the Mailer, and thirteen Spani/J) 

Soldiers, 
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Soldiers, went with the CommifTary to the Camp, and 
join'd the Army, with a refolution to feek their Fortunes in 
the Indies : a Notion which was very prevalent at that time, 
and which mil fubfifts among fome who are eager to enrich 
themfelves that way ; the Deftruction of thofe who have 
been deceiv'd, not in the leaft difcouraging the Avarice of 

others. 

With this Reinforcement, and fome others which Hernan 
Cortez, had received beyond all expectation, he refolved 
to haften the March of his Army ; and indeed he could 



delay it any longer, or ftay for the finifhing of 



the Brigantines j for the Troops of the Republick, with 
thofe of their Allies, were daily arriving, and, from their 
Inaction, he might reafonably apprehend fome Inconve- 
niences. 

Upon which, he affembled his Captains, to deliberate 
what would be moft proper for them to undertake with 



Forces they had, for the Service of the grand Defi 



till fuch time as they fhould be join'd by all the reft of 
the Troops, and were in a Condition to attempt the Re- 
covery of Mexico : and after a long Debate upon variety of 
Opinions, they refolved to march directly to TeZjeuco, and, 
in all events, to feize that City ; which being fituated in 
the Road from Tlafcala, and almoft on the Borders of the 
Lake, feemed very proper for a Place of Arms : it was a 
Poft which they could fortify and maintain, and where 
they might eafily receive the Reinforcements they expected, 
and make Inroads from it into the Enemy's Country : 
Moreover, it was a fure Retreat at a reafbnable diftance 
from Mexico, to fhelter them from the Accidents of War. 
It was alfo judged, that the Troops which were already ar- 
rived, were a Number fufh'cient for that Defign ; and tho' 
the Canals, by which the Waters of the Lake had a commu- 
nication with the City, feemed too narrow for the PalTage 
of the Brigantines, they refolved to confider more at leifure 
of that Difficulty afterwards, and to begin their March 
without any farther delay. The . day after this refolution, 
CorteZj mufter'd his Spaniards, and found them five hun- 
dred and forty Foot, and forty Horfe, with nine Pieces of 
Artillery, brought on fhore from the Vellels. This Parade 
was ordered in fight of an innumerable Concourfe of Peo- 
2, and had the air of a general Review, by drawing the 

ention of the Spectators from the numbring of the 

Men, 
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Men, tb the Pbttip bf the Shbw, in which nbthing was 
omitted that feiv'd for ofterttation ; as, the Finery of the 



Soldiers* flying of Colours^ management of Hoifes, and 




e handling bf their Arms, when they prepared to fal 



the General ; and ail Was performed with fb much Gal- 
antry and DecOrum, that the Multitude exprefled their 
Satisfaction by repeated Acclamations : and the Indian Sol 






were mftructed by their Example. For Xicotencal, 
who Was General of the Republic!*, would needs mufter 
Ms Troops, not that this Method was ever pracfifed by the 
' but only to make his court to Cortez>, by imi- 

the Spaniards ; and firft paft the Drums and Trum- 

the reft of their warlike Inftruments ; then the 
in Files, gayly adorn'd, with large Plumes of 
various Colours, and Jewels hanging at their Ears and 
Lips ; they carrried their Macanas, or two-handed Swords, 
under the Left Arm, with their Points upward, and every 
one had a Page, bearing his Shield, on which were different 
Tigures, exprefling their own Exploits, and the Defeat of 
their Enemies ; after their manner, they complimented 
the two Generals, and then the Troops marched by in dif- 
ferent Bodies, diftinguifhed by the'Coiour of their Plumes, 
and by their Erifigns ; namely, the Figures of feveral Ani- 
mals, which hanging at the end of their Fikes s ferved in- 



fiead of Colours : The whole Army confifted of ten thou- 
fand chofen Men ; for tho' the Republic! had provided a 
much greater Number, yet the reft of their Levies were 
left to aflift in conducting the Brigantines, the Security of 
\vhich was of fo much cbnfeqUente, that the Senate took 
the engaging their Troops rltet way as a Favour, which 
might have been relented as a Slight. 

Antonio de'Hkkrera will haVe it, that the fflafedans 
muftred eighty thbniand Men, in which he differs from 
Rental jEte,, 'and other Authors, urtlefs he included the 
Troops of Cholula and Guctxocingo, which were encamped 
without the Town ; for there is no doubt but Reman 
Cortex rmrche'd Out of ^Tlafeala with above fixty thouiand 
Men, not reckoning thofe who joind him on his March, 
or at the Place' of Rendezvous, Mich were fo numerous, 
that dining the Seige of Metfico, he had under his-iGom- 
rrrahd aboVe two hundred thbufafid Men; add what ren- 
ders this the mote reniafkible, is, that we ' have not been 
tbld Of any want they foad of Provisions, or -of ' «he . leaft 

Diicord 
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Difcord among fo many different Nations, of any confufion 
in the giving of Orders, or of any want of exaclnefs in obey- 
ing them. Much indeed was owing to the great Capaci- 
ty and extraordinary Prudence of Cortex, but this work 
cou'd not be wholly his, It pleas'd God to reduce this 
Empire to his holy Law, and making u(e of him as an 
Inftrument, he facilitated the Means which conduc'd to 
that End, difpofing the Minds of Men for thofe Events 
which he had pre-ordain'd. 

Cortez immediately publifh'd fome Ordinances which 
he had form'd at his leifure hours, to prevent thole 
inconveniencies in War, by which it is wont to hazard, 
or lofe its Character of being Juft. He order'd therefore, 
upon pain of Death, "That no Man fhoud pre/time to 
draw his Sword again/l another, either in Quarters, or upon 
the (^March ; That no Spaniard fhould abufe a confede- 
rate Indian, either by word or atiion ; That no one fhould, 
force, or otherwife alufe a Woman, thd belonging to the Ene- 
my ; That no one fhould leave the Army, to go and plunder 
the Villages, without leave, and a number fufjjcient to execute 
the "Undertaking ; and, That they fhould not play away their 
Arms and Horfes ; in which Article, their Difciphne had 
been a little too remijs. And he particularly prohibited, on 
pain of Infamy and Degradation, all Swearing, Blafphemy, 
and other Abufes, which are generally introducd, as allow- 
able, under the title of Military Licence. 

The fame Ordinances were fignify'd to the Comman- 
ders of the Indian Troops ; and Cortex himfelf was prefent 
when they were interpreted to them by Aguilar and Donna 
Marina, in order to make them underftand, that the 
Penalties regarded all without exception, and that the leaft 
of their Excelfes would be punifli'd with the utmoft Rigour. 
This quickly went from the Tlafcaians to the other Na- 
tions, and had lb good an Effect, that from that moment 
there appear'd more regularity in the Indians than before ; 
tho' during the March, Cortez, was oblig'd to wink at fome 
things, and make allowance for their Barbariim and the pre- 
valency of Cuftom ; but after the Puniflwnent of two or 
three, the reft were redue'd to better Discipline : and the 
Fear of being chaftiz'd, joind with the Care they took to 
conceal their Crimes, pafs'd for a fort of Reparation to the 
juftice of the General. 



O 



Upon 
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Upon the day of the March, which was the Feaft of the 
Innocents, after Father Bartolome de Olmedo had faid Mais, 
and addrefs'd himfelf to God in a particular Prayer for 
the good Succefs of the Expedition, Hernan Cortex com- 
manded the Indians to form themfelves into grofs Battali- 
ons, and after they were rang'd in order of Battle, he 
mareh'd out of the Village at the head of the Spaniards ; 
and by their Example, fliow'd the Indians how to double 
their Files, with all the leifure which that Movement re- 
quires, their over-much hafte in beginning an Engagement 
generally bringing them into confufion, and being one of 
their greateft miftakes in War. After this, he call'd together 
the principal Commanders of the feveral Nations, and, by 
the help of the Interpreters, made them a lliort Exhorta- 
tion : He recommended to them, to animate their Men by 
convincing them that the prefent Undertaking concern d their 
common Inter eft, as being to fight for their own Liberty, and that 
of their Country ; to fend all bach who were not willing to flay ; 
to take very particular care to punifh the breach of Orders j 
and above all, to lay before them the obligation they were un- 
der of following the Example of their Friends the Spaniards, 
both in their Actions of Valour, and in their Moderation. 

They went to put his Orders in execution, and he re- 
turn'd to the Head of his own Men ; who, by their Silence, 
fliow'd that they were prepar'd to hear him : I do not pre- 
tend, my Friends and Companions (faid he) to make you Jen- 
fible by vain exaggerations of the Obligations you lie under 
to acll in this Expedition like Spaniards ; 1 have already had 
fuffcient proofs of your Courage, and have even envyd the 
gallantry of your Adfions. What I am now to recommend to 
you, is rather under the character of your Companion than 
your General, that we fljoud all, zvith equal care, confider this 
great multitude of Indians who follow us, and zoho regard 
our Caufe as their own ; which lays us under two Obligations, 
both worthy of our particular attention. *The firfl is, to be- 
have towards them as Friends, and even to bear with them, 
if it be neceffary, as Creatures of an inferior degree of Reafon ; 
and the other is, to give them an example by our Actions. Tou 
are fenfible of the Orders which have been publiflul to all, and 
the leafl offence againfl them, amongft you, will be aggravated by 
the addition of Jetting a bad Example ; every one mufl confider 
the influence his Tranfgreffions may have, or elfe the reft will 
be obliged to confider the important influence of their due Pu- 

niflment. 
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ni foment. 1 fhall be extremely concern d, to find my f elf ne- 
cessitated to proceed with rigour again ft the Man of lea ft ac- 
count among ft: you *. but this concern will be unavoidable ; for 
1 am refolvd to be Juft, as well as Patient. Tou are all 
fe?ifible of the great ^Undertaking we have in hand ; 'tis n 




than the Conqueft of an Empire for our King, and zvill 
be an Action worthy to be recorded in Hifiory. *The Forces 
zve already have, zvith thof ? who are yet to join us, will be 
proportion d to this heroic Deftgn \ and God, whofe Caufe we 
defend, and who has hitherto miraculoufly fupported us, ivill 



go along with us ; nor is it poffible to fuppofe, he will abandon 



an Enterprise, in which he hath Jo often dec lard himjelf our 
Leader. Let us then follow him, and not difpleafe him. And 
repeating again, Let us then follow him, and not difpleafe him, 
he ended his Speech, and gave orders for the March, Avith 



the Acclamations of his People ; taking for good Progno- 
fticks, the Satisfaction with which the Soldiers follow'd him, 
the extraordinary Accident by which the Number of his 



Spaniards was augmented, and the hearty Difpofition of 
his Confederates. He confiderd all thefe together as a hap- 
py prefage of Succefs, not that he made much account of 
fucli Observations, but the Underftanding fometimes relaxes 
itfel£ that Hope may be diverted with the dreams of the 
Imagination. 




CHAP. 




CHAP. X. 

The Army marches, and overcomes fome Difficul- 
ties. The King of Tezeuco fends an art ful 
Embaffy to Cortez ; he returns an Anfwr 

of the fame kind, and thereby gains admit- 
tance into the City without refinance. 



HE Army march'd that day fix Leagues, and, at 
Sun-fet, took up their Quarters in a place cail'd 
T'e^meluca, which, in the Language of the Coun- 
try, fignify'd a Grove of Oaks. It was a confiderable 
Town ficuate on the Mexican Confines, and in the juri£ 
diction of Guaxocingo, whofe Cazique took care to provide 
fufficiently for all the Troops, and a particular Regale for 
the Spaniards. The day following, they continued their 
march in the Enemies Country with all neceilary precau- 
tions. They receiv'd advice, that the Mexicans were auem- 
bled on the other fide of a Mountain, whole Woods and 
Rocks, render'd the PafTage to the Road of TcZsCmco very 
difficult ; and becaufe they came not to that place till to- 
wards Evening, and' it was not advifable to march thro' fuch 
broken mountainous Ground, when Night was approach- 
ing, the Army made a Halt, and lodg'd, themielves as well 
as they cou'd, making great Fires, which were Icarcc fiif- 
ficient to preferve them from the intemperate Cold. 

Early in the morning they bcean to mount the Hill, 
and penetrate the Woods, keeping pace with the Artillery; 
but they had not march'd much above a League, when the 
Vanguard return'd with an account, that the Enemy had 
ftop'd up the way with Trees laid a-cro(s, and fharp Stakes, 
which they had fix'd in the loofe Sands to wound the 
Horfes upon which Hcrnan Cortc^ who never loll anv 
opportunity of encouraging his Men, (aid to the Spaniards 

aloud, 
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aloud, Theje valiant People dorit jeem very defirous to meet 
us> fince they take Jo much fains to flop up the way to them : 
and without the leaft delay, he order'd two thousand Tlaf- 
calans to join the Vanguard, and clear the Road of all 
Impediments ; which they executed with fo much expedi- 
tion, that the Rear of the Army fcarcefeem'd to flop. He 
likewife detach'd fome Companies to fearch narrowly thofe 

es which feem'd proper for Ambufcades ; and with all 
Caution, that thofe figns of a neighbouring Enemy 




quir'd, the Troops continu'd their march two Leagues fur- 
ther to the top of the Mountain. 

From this place they difcover'd the great Lake of Mexi- 
co, and upon this occafion, Hernan Cortex put his Soldiers 
in mind of the profperity and riches they had enjoy 'd, as 
well as of what they had fuffer'd in that City, mixing the 
ood and bad, that he might animate them to Revenge 
y the incentives of Intereft. They likewife difcover'd 
feveral Fires in diftant Towns, fucceeding one another with 
fome intermiHion : and tho' there was no doubt but thefe 
were Signals made on the difcovery of the Army, they pur- 
fu'd their March, with little lefs Difficulty, and with the fame 
Precaution for the way continu'd very bad, and the Woods 
were fo thick, that they had but little open Ground. 

But after they had overcome this Difficulty, they dif- 
cover'd, at a great diftance, the Enemies Army, which took 
up all the Plain, without making any motion, feeming 
refolv'd to continue in a poll, from whence they could 
eafily make a retreat. The Spaniards rejoicd at the oppor- 
tunity of coming fo foon to Action, and the Tlafcalans did 
the lame ; but the Joy of the latter ftreight turn'd to Fury, 
fo that Cortezj was oblig'd to make ufe of his Voice, and 
the diligence of fome of his Captains, to prevent their 
running into difbrder through an eagernefs to fight. The 

arts weie on the farther fide of a great Barranco or 



Me: 

Gap in the Earth, which muft of neceility be pafs'd. It 
was made deeper by a Brook, which gathering all the Wa 



from the Mountains, ran through it, and was, at that 



time, confiderably fwell'd. The Mexicans had a little 
wooden Bridge over it, for the ufe of PaiTengers, which 
they cou'd ea/ily have broke down, but had left on purpofe, 
as was afterwards fuppos'd, that they might deftroy their 
Enemies in that narrow Pafs, thinking it impoflible that 

they cou'd ever form themfelves on the other fide, when fo 



P 



vigo 
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ufly oppos'd. After this manner they reafon'd when 



they were at a diftance from danger ; but when they difco 



d the Army of Cortex, which they had not believ'd to 
be fo numerous, their imagination was ftruck with lefs fan- 
taftic Notions. They wanted Courage to defend their Poft, 
but defiring to affecl: a fhew of Valour, or at leaft to con- 
ceal their Fear, they be«an to retire by little and little 



without turning their backs, feeming to diftinguifh bet 
a Flight and a Retreat. 

Cortez advanc'd with {peed, and when he came up 
to the Barranco, he efteem'd it a piece of good fortune 
that the Enemy had quitted it ; for notwithstanding the 
Spaniards found no Refiftance, they had fome Difficulty 
in pafTIng it. He detach'd twenty Horfe, and fome Com- 
panies of Ttafcalans, to keep the Enemy in play, without 
engaging farther, until fuch time as the reft of his Troop 



ftiould be all pafs'd ; but the Mexicans no fooner faw them 
drawing up on the other fide of the Barranco, but they 



laid afide all their Policy, openly flying and difperfin & , 
fome betaking themfelves to the moft unfrequented Paths', 
and others feeking refuge in the ihelter of the Mountains. 

Cortez did not care to lofe time in following the 
Chace, becaufe 'twas of more importance to poflefs him- 
felf fpeedily of Te&euco ; and whatever delay'd that, was to 
be efteem'd a hindrance to the main Deiign. Trie Army, 
however, in their March, made fome (laughter of the Mex- 
icans who had abfconded in the Woods. The fame night 
the Troops quarcer'd in a place newly foriaken by the In- 
habitants, within three Leagues of 'Te&euco, where they 
doubled their Centries, and were, in a manner, all 
night under Arms. But the next day, at a little diftance 
from that Town, they difcover'd about ten unarm'd 
Indians, who were coming in hafte along the Road 
with the appearance of MelTengers, or Fugitives, and 
brought with them a Plate of gold, in form of a Flag, hang- 
ing to the top of a Lance, which was look'd on as a fignal 
r Peace. The chief of them came as Ambaffador from 
le King of TeZoCitco, defiring Cortez^ to fpare his People 
d Country, acquainting 



o 



be his C 

federate, for which end, he had provided good Quarters for 
all the Spaniards, in the City ; and, that the reft of the Na- 
tions under his command, fhould be fupply'd with every 

thing that was necelfary, without the Walls. Cortez, put fome 
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ftion 
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queftions to him, and as he came well inftructed, he an- 
fwer'd without hefitation ; adding, that his Mafter had juft 
reafon to complain of the Emperor who then reign'd in 
Mexico, who was about to execute his Revenge upon him by 
fome Extortions, and other Opprellions not to be endur'd,for 
his having refuse! him his Vote in his Election to the Em- 
pire, for which realbn he was minded to unite himfelf with 
the Spaniards, as one of the moft interefted in the ruin 
of that Tyrant. 

Our Hiftorians don't fay, or at leaff , don't agree, whether 
the Brother of Cacumaz^in, whom we left Prifoner in Mex- 
ico, for confpiring againft Motcz^uma and the Spaniards, 
reign'd at this time in Te&euco. It has been already rela- 
ted how the Crown, and electoral Vote, were beftow'd on 
his Brother at the recommendation of Cortex ; and 'tis very 
likely that the difpoifefs'd Prince reign'd at this time, and 
that the new Emperor might think it very proper to reftore 
him, on the account of his being a declar'd Enemy of the 
Spaniards : which alfo feems agreeable with the diftruft 
conceiv'd by Cortez, ; for he noTboner receiv'd the EmbafTy, 
but he ftep'd afide to confer with his Captains about the 
Anfwer. They all doubted the fincerity of the Proportion, 
and thought it was too much to be expected from an offend- 
ed Prince \ but that, neverthelefs, lince they had already 
refblv'd to make themfelves Matters of that place by force 



of Arms, it ought to be confider'd as a piece of good fortune 
to have their entrance free, which firft Difficulty they Ihoud 

by accepting the Prince's offer ; and that when once 
e within the Walls, where they fhou'd be as much 
upon their Guard as if they had taken the Town by AfTault, 
they might act as occafion required. This determination 
being made, Cortex difpatch'd the AmbafTador, bidding 
him tell his Prince, That he agreed to the Peace, and ac- 
cepted the offer'd Quarters, being defirous to correipond 



Friendftiip 



Intelligence with which he had fou 



The Troops continu'd their March, and lodg'd them- 
felves that night in one of the Suburbs of the City, or 
Village near adjoining ; deferring their entry till next 
morning, that they might have the whole day before them 
for an Enterprise, which, according to the appearances, 
wou'd not be over in a few hours. One ground of this 
Sufpicion was, their finding the place utterly forfaken 
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the Inhabitants ; and another, no left confiderable, was the 
Cacique's not appearing, nor any body from him, to vifit 



Cortex* : but there was no fign of War, nor did any thing 
extraordinary happen, until at Sun-rife, Cortex made bis 
Dispositions for attacking the Town, which he now thought 
unavoidable ; tho ? in a little time he perceiv'd it to be un- 
necelfary, for he found the City open and without de- 
fence. Some Troops advanc'd to feize on the Gates, which 
they did without Refiftance. Hernan Cortex, in a readinefs 
so fight, march'd thro' the Streets, ftill obferving the ap- 
pearances of Peace while he fufpedted War. He advanc'd 
in the beft order he cou'd, till he came into a large Square, 
where he drew up the greateft part of his Men, and order'd 
the reft to poffefs themfelves of all the Streets thereabouts. 
The Inhabitants, who appear'd in multitudes in feveral 
places as they pafs'd along, feem'd frighten d, and Oiovv'd 
in their Faces the uneafinefs of their Minds ; and it was 
remark'd, that none of their Women were to be feen ; 
circurnftanees which help'd to confirm the firft fufpicions. 

I t was thought proper to feize on the chief Temple, 
which, by its height, commanded the whole City, and from 
whence might be feen the greateft part of the Lake ; and 
for this Service, Cortex order'd Pedro de Al'varado, Chrifto- 
<val de Olid, and Bernal Diaz, del Caftilio, with fome Fire- 
Arms, and a fufficient number of 'Tlafcalam. They found 
that Poft without defence, and from the top of the Temple, 
difcover'd that great numbers of the Inhabitants were fly- 
ing from the City, fome by Land to the Mountains, and 
others in Canoes to Mexico, which plainly made appear 
the treachery of the Cazique. Cortez> order'd him to be 
fought, and brought before him, but was inform'd, that he 
had retir'd fome little time before to the Mexican Troops 
with tfoofe few of his Men who were willing to follow him ; 
who, as the Peafants faid, were People of no account : for the 
Nobility, and the greateft part of his VafTals, abhorr'd his 
Government, and ftav'd behind, pretending they wou'd fol- 
low him. It was difcover'd likewife, that he had refblv'd to 
treat the Spaniards well until he had gain'd their good 
Opinion, in order to take advantage of their Security, and 
introduce the Mexicans, who were to deftroy them all in 
one night ; but when he was inform'd by his AmbaiTador 
of the great force Cortez. brought with him, he wanted 



Courage to go on with ins Defign, and thought it more ad 

vifeable 
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vilable to retreat, abandoning the City, and his Vaflals, to 
the difcretion of his Enemies. 

Here Good-Fortune did as much as Induftry and Va- 
lour could have done. Cortex defir'd to pofTeis himlMf 
of Te&euco, an advantageous Poll for a place of Arms, and 
neceflary for his Enterprize ; and the deiign'd Stratagem 
of the Cazique gave him a free Paffage into the City with- 
out the leaft Difpute : his Flight remov'd the inconve- 
nience of a continual Jealouly and Diitruft ; and thedircon- 
tent of his Subjects facilitated the means of bringing them 
to be at his Devotion. When Affairs are to fucceed, everv 
thing hits right, and for this reafon Fortunate is juffly plac'd 
among the Attributes of a General, whole prudent Difpo- 
iitions are executed by Valour, but whole Prudence and 
Valour are both beholden to Good-Fortune. This word 
Fortune was ill underftood by the Gentiles, or not under- 
flood at all. They adored Fortune, as a Deity, tho' fan- 
taftical and undiitinguifhing, always blind and inconftant : 
but we underftand by this Name, the free Gihs of Divine 
Beneficence : and thus the Idea of what is meant by pros- 
perous Accidents, is rectified ; Fortune reduced to its true 
Signification; and the Fortunate know the Spring of rhofe 
Favours they receive. 




0. 
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CHAP. XI 

The Army being quarter } d in Tezeuco, the 
Nobles come and offer to ferve in it. Cor- 
tez re/lores the Kingdom to the lawful 
Succeffor, leaving the Tyrant without any 
hopes to re-eflahlijh himfe/f. 

H E firft Care of Cortex, was, to remove the Ap- 
prehenfions which the People of the Country were 
under. He order'd the Spaniards to treat them gent- 
ly, endeavouring to gain their Affections fince they ought to 
confider them as having already fubmitted ; and this Order 
was publifh'd to the Confederate Troops with greater Pre- 
cifenefs by the Mouths of their Chiefs ; whole- Obedience 
was the more remarkable, becaufe they were now in an Ene- 
my's Country, well practifed in the Violences of War, and 
fluuYd with the Prefumprion of being Conquerors : but fuch 
was their Refpect to Cortex, that they not only reprdTed their 
natural Ferocity and evil Cuftoms, but familiariz'd them- 
felves with the Inhabitants, publiihing Peace to them both by 
their Words and Actions. The Soldiers quartefd that Night 
in the Palaces of the fugitive King, which were fo capacious 
that there was fufficient Lodgment for the S^anntrds and 
part of the Tlafcalans, and the reft were quartefd in the 
neighbouring Streets, without entering into the Houfes, that 
they might not incommode the Inhabitants. 

The next Morning iome of the Idol Pricfts came to 
follicite good Treatment for their Gods, returning thanks at 
the fame time for that which they had already experienced. 
They alfo acquainted Cortex that the Nobility of that City 
waited his Fermiffion to come and make an oner of their 
Obedience and Friend/hip, which Cortex agreed to, without 
having any occafion to affect being well plcafed ; for he 

very 
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very much defired what he granted. And, a little after, the 
Nobles came dreft, as they ufed to appear, in their publick 
Solemnities, headed by a Youth of a genteel Mien, who 
{poke for the reft, and prefented to Cortex this Troop of 
Soldiers, who came, he laid, to ferve in his Army, defiring 
to merit by their Actions a Shelter under the fhade of his 
Enfigns \ to which he added a few more Words, exprefVd 
with fuch a Force and Gravity, as gain'd him at the fame 
time both Attention and Refped:. Hcrnan Cortex heard 
him with Admiration, and was fo taken with his Eloquence 

1 1 TT% 1 # S 1 • I 1 1 1 • 



and good Behaviour (together with the advantage of this 



Offer) that without being able to contain himfelf, he took 



him into his Arms ; but after having attributed this exceis of 
his Content to the diicretion of the young Man, he compos'd 
himfelf to return a fedate Anfwer to his Propofition. 

The reft came forward, and after the fir ft Ceremonies 
of Refpecl: were over, Cortez, retir'd with him who came 
as their Leader, and fome others of the principal Tez^tucans ; 



and calling for his Interpreters, was fully inform'd of all 



the Cazique's Difpofitions in favour of the Mexicans, the 
Artifice with which he ofFer'd to quarter the Spaniards in the 
City, and the Cowardice with which he turn'd his back on the 
firft rumour of Danger : And laftly, they inform'd him, that 
the Perfon of the Cazique was fo much abhorr'd by his Va£ 
fals, that inftead of regretting his Abfence, they rejoie'd at 
it as a Happinefs : a DHpofirion which Hernan Cortex endea- 
vour'd to confirm them in, becaufe it imported him much, 
to make advantage of this their DifofTeclion to their Prince, 
for the more fecure Eftablifhment of his place of Arms ; and 
the Anfwer they remind him was exactly agreeable to his 
Wifties. For the moil: Antient of the Nobles perceiving 
the end to which his Queftions tended, inform'd him, 
That Cacumazin, Lord of Tezeuco, was not the rightful 
Owner of that Country, but one of the mo ft monftrous Tyrants 
that Nature had produced, having kill'd his elder Brother 
Nezabal with his own Hands, and jetted his Crown ; that 
the Prince who, as firfl of all the Nobles, had addrefsd him in 
the name of all, was lawf ul Son of the murtherd King, and that 
either his Touth, or the Contempt the Tyrant had of him, ha 
been his Security ; that he, being fenfible of the danger which 
threatned him, had fo prudently concealed his Senfe of the In- 
jury done him, that his Dijfimulation pajjed for want of Un- 
derstanding ; that all this Wickednefs had been done with the 

Know- 
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Knowledge and by the oAfJ fiance of the Emperor of Mexico, 
who reigned before Motezuma, and that the prefent Emperor 
fupported Cacumazin in like manner, that he might make him 
his jnftrument for the defruBion of the Spaniards. But that 
the Nobles of Tezeuco mortally abhorred his Violences, and 
the common People could no longer endure his Government ; 
for that inftead of treating them like Subjects, he ufed them as 
his Slaves. 

Thus did the old Man deliver his Thoughts, and Cor- 
tex had fcarce heard him out, when it immediately occurr'd 
to him what was fit to be done. He went up to the difpofTeft 
Prince with fomewhat more of Reipec~t, and placing him by 
his fide, he call'd together the reft of the Nobles, who were 
expecting his Refolution, and commanding his Interpreters 
to explain aloud what he faid, fpoke to them after this man- 
ner. Ton have here before you, my Friends, the lawful Son 
of your lawful King. The unjuft Mafter, to whofe ill-acquird 
Power you -pay a forcd Obedience, feizjd the Scepter o) 
Tezeuco, with a Hand dyd in the Blood of his elder Brother 
and, as the art of preserving Dominion is unknown to a Ty 
rant, he has govern a by the jame Violence that he made himfetj 
a King ; little caring how much he deferved the hatred of his 
Subjects, provided he made them fear him, and treating thoft 



like Slaves who bore vjith his Crimes. But at Lift, by bafely 



bandoning of you in time of danger, and neglecting y 
Defence, he hath at once fhewed his own want of Courage, and 
put it in your power to redrefs your Ms for times. J might, if 
I were not otherways inclined, take advantage of your de- 
fenceless Condition, and ufe the rights of War, by jub jetting this 
City, which J hold, as you fee, at the Pleafure of my Sword: but 
'tis with difficulty that the Spaniards confent to do a hardfhip ; 
and as he that did us the Injury, was not really your King, you 
ought not to fuffer as his Vaffals, nor for his Offence, nor ought 
this Prince to remain without the Kingdom, which Nature be- 
ftotved upon him. Recei/ue then from my Hand, the Prince 
zvhom you before received from Heaven. Pay him for my fake 



that Obedience you owe him as the Succejjor of his Fat he 
and place him on the Throne of his aAnceflors ; for as I lefs 
regard my own Convemency, than I do Equity and fufticc, I 
defire his Friendfhip more than his Kingdom^ andyour Satif- 

facJion, rather than your Subjection. 
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This Propofal of Cortezj was receiv'd by the Nobles with 
great Applaufe. They were freed from their Fears, and at 
the fame time obtain'd all that they defiled. .... Some threw 
themfelves at his Feet, extolling .his Benignity, whilft o- 
thers, more mindful of their natural Obligation, advanced 
to kifs the Hand of their Prince. The News was prefently 
publifh'd thro' the City, and the Satisfaction of the People 
appeared by their Acclamations, Dances, and Plays, fuch as 
they ufed on their Feftivals, with all other accuftomary 
Demonftrations of their mad Joy. -. \ / 

The next day was appointed for the Cognation .'of - the 
new King, which was celebrated- with all the ufual Ceremo- 
nies, and Solemnities. Hernan Cortex afiifted at* it, as 
Difpenfer or Donor of the Crown, by this nie'ans -fliaring 
in the Applaufe of the People, and gaining a more' v abfo- 
lute Empire over themj than if he had conquerU them. 
This excellent piece of Conduct was one of thofe which 
jjuftly acquir'd him the Character of a prudent General : 
for it was of the utmoft importance to him" to. fecure this 
City, in order to purfue his Enterprize upon Mexico ; and 
he found the way of obliging the new King . with the great- 
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eft of worldly Benefits : of interefting the Nobility in his 
Reftitution, rendering them irreconcileable with the Tyrant : 
of gaining the common People, by his Equity and Difin- 



tereftednefs : and laftly, of making his Quarters fafe and fe- 
cure, which by no other means, could have 'been effected 



But his grcateft Satisfaction was, that in redreffing the Injury 
done to the young Prince, he followed die Dictates of 
right Reafon ; a Conllderation to which he gave the pre- 



ference before all the other Advantages which attended this 



part of his Conduct ; it being much more agreeable to his 
Genius to do acts of Generoiity, than ftrictly to purfue the 
Meafures which Prudence might direct for his Intcreft. 
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HAP. XIL 



* 

The new King of Tezeuco is baptised with 



publick Solemnity J Cortez manhes with part 
of the Army to pofefs himfelf of the Ctty of 
Iztapalapa, where he flands in need of all his 
CircumfpeBion, to prevent falling into an Am- 

lufh prepared by the Mexicans. 





£ JR. NA N Corte& was applauded, and refpected 
even to veneration among thoie People : The No- 
bles declared themfelves his Friends, and, at the 
e time, Enemies to the Mexicans: The City was 
entirely re-peopled by the return of thofe Families which 
had retired to the Mountains ; and the Prince 
was fo fubmimVe and obfequious to Cortex, that he 
not only offered his Troops, and to ferve in Perfon in 
the War of Mexico, but alfo took his opinion in every 
thing he did: and, tho', when he was among his own 
People, he commanded as a King, yet when he came into 
the prefence of Cortez^ he appear'd as a Subject, and re- 
flected him as his Superiour. He was about nineteen 
pi twenty Years of age, and had the Capacity of a Man 
born in a Country lefs barbarous. Hernan Cortex took 
advantage of his good Difpofition to introduce fometimes 
the Difcourfe of Religion ; and found by his attention, and 
way of reafoning, a kind of propenfion to what was mofl 
fare, which gave him hopes of bringing him over to Chri- 
ftianity : for he was difpleafed with the barbarous Sacrifices 
of the Indians, thought Cruelty to be a Vice, and confefTed 
that thofe Gods who were to be appeafed with the Blood 
of Men, could not be Friends to Mankind. Father Bartolome 
ae Olmedo bore a part in thefe Converfations ; and finding 
him not only wavering in his Errors, but inclined to the 
Truth, he brought him in a few days to be capable of re- 
ceiving 
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ceiving Baptifm ; the Ceremony of which was performed 
publicity, and with great folemnity, the Prince defiring to 
take the name of Don Hernando Cortex, in refpe& to his 
Godfather. 

T h e t were now at work upon the Canals which convey cl 
the Waters of the Lake to the City, and the Princb lent fix 
or feven thoufand of his VafTals to help to make them broader 
and deeper, according to the meafure of the Brigantines. 
And Cortex at the fame time, dehnng to undertake fome- 
thing to facilitate the Enterprize upon Mexico, refolved to 
advance with part of his Forces to the City of I&tapalapa, 
fix Leagues forwards, that he might deprive the Mexicans 
of that fhelter for their Canoes, which very often came 
from thence and difturbed his Workmen ; and partly to 
give the confederate Indians fome Employment, who were 
kept quiet in the midft of this Idlenels by pure force of 
Authority, and not without coding him a good deal of tire- 
fome Attention and Care. 

The City of lzjapalapa (as we have already obferved) 
was fituate upon the fame Cawfe way by which the Spaniards 
made their flrft entry into Mexico ; and difpofed after fuch 
a manner, that the greateft part of the Buildings (which 
were above ten thoufand Houfes) was within the very Lake, 
whofe Water was brought into that part of the Town, which 
was built on the Bank, by Trenches, with Sluices to let it in, 
as occafion required. Neman Cortez> charg'd himfelf with 
the care of this Expedition, and took with him the Captains 
Pedro de jilvarado and Chriftovai de Olid, with three hun- 
dred Spaniards, and ten thoufand ITlaJcalans : and tho' the 
young King of T iz^euco was defirous to accompany him 



would not permit it, telling him, his Pretence would be 
more ufeful in the City ; the military Government of which 
he left to GonZjalo de Sandoval, and with both of them 
fuch Inftructions as he thought necefTary for the fecurity of 
their Quarters, and to obviate the Accidents that might 

happen in his abfence. 

They prefently began their March by the Cawfeway, 
with adefign to poflefs themfelves firft of that |>artof the City 
which was built upon it, and diflodge the Inhabitants from 
the other part with their Artillery and Fire-Arms, as occafion 
fliould offer. But the Enemy was immediately informed 
of their Motions, and the Army was no fooner come 



in fight of the place, than they difcovered a Body of 



bout 

It 
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about eight thoufand Men at a little diftance from the Walls, 
who came out to defend them in the open Field, with f<£ 
much Refolution, that, tho" they found themfelves inferiour 



in number, they ftood the Engagement, and fought with 



Bravery enough to retire with fome Reputation ; which they 
did in little time to the City, where, without flaying' to 
defend the Entrance, or fliut the Gates, they inftantly difap- 
pear'd, throwing themfelves into the Lake in diforder, but 
with the fame Cries and menacing Geftures which they 

ufed in fighting. 

Hern an Cortez was fenfible that this kind of retreat 
had the appearance of a Stratagem to draw him into fome 
greater Danger, and therefore marche his Army into the 
City with all poflible Precaution ; but he found ail the 
Houfes upon the Land utterly abandoned: and tho' the 
Noife and Cries of the Enemy continued in that part which 
ftood in the Water, he refolved, with the Advice of his 
Captains, to maintain himfelf in the Poft where he was, 
and lodge within the Walls, without attempting any thing; 



farther, the Day being too far fpent. But it fcarce be 
to be dark, when they perceived the Canals every where to 
overflow, the Water running impetuoufly to the lower 
Grounds. Cortez* immediately underftood that the Enemy's 
Defign was to drown this part of the City, which they 
might eafily do, by opening the Sluices of the great Lake ; 
and as the Danger was inevitable, he was obliged to give 
inftant Orders to quit the place ; and tho' they made all 
the hafte poflible, the Water came above their Knees. 

Cortez was very much mortify 'd, and dilTatisry'd with 
himfelf,that he had not prevented this Stratagem of the Indians, 
as if it was poffible, witli the utmoft Vigilance, to provide 
againft all Accidents, or human Foresight had not its 
Bounds. He drew out his Armv into the Road of Tez^cuco, 



to which place he thought to retire, deferring the Enter- 
prize of l&tapalapa to a more favourable Opportunity ; 
for it was impracticable at this time, without a greater 
Force on the Lake-fide, and fome VelTels to drive the 
Mexicans from that place. The Troops lodged that Ni^ht 
as well as they could on a little Hill tree from the Water; 
where, neverthelefc, they fuffered very much, being; very 
wet, and without any Defence againlr. the Cold ; but in 
fuch good heart, that there was not the leaft Murmur heard 
among the Soldiers: And Cortex who went among the 

Ranks 
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Ranks infufing Patience by his example, ftrove by threatning 
Difcourfes againft the Enemy either to cover his own un- 
eafmefs at having been deceiv'd, or to divert the Soldiers 
from calling his Prudence into queftion 



A t the fir ft appearance of day, he continu d his Retreat, 
as was before refolv'd, and haftned the March of his Men, 
rather to keep them warm, than from any fear he had of a 
new attack ; but as foon as it was broad day, they difcover'd 
a Body of innumerable Enemies, which came in purfuit or 
the Army. Cortez,, notwithstanding this, march'd on, but 
more (lowly j his Defign was to weary the Enemy by pro- 
longing the Chace ; tho' the Soldiers mov'd on very un- 
willingly : they all cry'd out to halt, that they might take 
{atisraction, fome for the Affront, and others for the Hard- 
fliips they had fuffer'd, according to the different Pa/fions 




they were animated ; but all with a Spirit of 



geance againft their Enemies. 

Wh e n Cortex thought it convenient, he order d his 



Troops to halt and face about, and the Enemies be 
the attack with the fame precipitation that they purnfd \ 
but the Spanifb Crofs-Bows (for the Powder having fuffer'd 
by the Water, the Fire- Arms were of no ufe) and the Bows 
of the TLafcalans, gave a check to their firft Fury, and at 
the fame time the Horfe charg'd -them, making room for the 
Confederate Troops, who entirely broke that difbrderly 
Multitude, and oblig'd them to leave the Field with confi- 

derable lofs. 

Cortez purfud his March, without flopping to make 
any further ilaughter of the Fugitives, becaufe he had a 
mind to reach his Quarters before night : but the Enemy, 

ligent in rallying than retiring, advancd a fecond 



third 



y 



being in the leaft ter- 
fuftain'd ; till fuch 



time, as fearing to approach too near to < Iczjeuco, where 
the whole Strength of the Spaniards lay, they marclfd 
back to J&tapalapa, lufficiently chaftiz'd for their bold- 
nefs, having loft in the three attacks, fix thoufand Men ; 
and tho' Cortez, had lome wounded, he loft only two 



Tlafcalans, and one Horfe, who cover'd with Arrows and 
Cuts, yet liv'd to bring off his Matter. 

Cortez, and all his Army, celebrated this be , 
ins* of their Revenge, as a fatisfadtion for what they had 
fuffer'd, and a little before night they enccr'd the City of 



S 



Tt 
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^Te&euco, with the Glory of three or four Victories ob- 
tain'd by the way, which gave a reputation to the Expe- 
dition, and cover'd the diigrace of the retreat. 

I t can't be deny'd, but that the Mexicans laid their 
Defign well : they fally'd out to provoke the Enemy ; 
fufTer'd themfelves to be charg'd in order to engage them ; 
feignd a Retreat to draw them into danger ; abandon'd 
their Houfes, which they endeavour'd to lay under Wa- 
ter ; and had provided a great Force to fecure the Succefo 
Let thofe who difcredit this War with the Indians, now 
confider whether their Armies were, as they fay, Herds of 
Cattle, and whether they wanted Underftanding to make 
a Difpofition, fince they allow them a brutal Courage to 
execute. Hernan Cortex flood in need of his utmoft 
diligence to efcape their Snares, and not only admir'd, 
but even envy'd their well-concerted Stratagem ; thefe 
Policies or Deceits by which Enemies are furpriz'd, be- 
ing what Soldiers much glory in, efteeming them not 
only reafbnable, but juft ; and more particularly, when 
the War is juft in which they are praclis'd : but in my 
Opinion, it is fufficient to call them, permitted, tho' in 
fome refpeds they may be. likewife ftii'd, juft, as when pu- 
niftiing careleiTn ; efs and inadvertency, which are the greateft 
faults that can be committed in War. 




C M A r. 
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H A P. XIII. 



The Provinces of Chalco and Otumba apply to 
Cor tez for Relief againfl the Mexicans. He 
orders Gonzalo de Sandoval, and Francifco 

de Lugo, upon that Expedition ; they over- 
throw the Enemy, and take forne Prifoners of 
Rank, by ivbofe means Cortez makes Propoft* 
tions of Peace to the Mexican Emperor. 




JfjHILST Cortex remain'd in Tc&euco, he receivd 

frequent Vifits from the neighbouring Caziques and 
other Indians, who came to make their Submiflions, 
and offer him the affiftance of their Troops. They all 
complained of the Emperor's ill Treatment, by whole Sol- 
diers they were opprefs'd and plunder'd, and treated with 
equal Contempt and Inhumanity. Among the reft, there 
came at that time MclTengers in great hafte from the Pro- 
vinces of Chalco and Otumba, with an account that there was 
a power! ul Army of the Enemy upon their Frontiers, who had 
Commiflion to chaftifeand deftroy them, tor having; made an 
Alliance with the Spaniards. They exprefsd a Kelolution 
to oppofe the Mexicans, and delired lbme Succour to aflift 
in their Defence. This llequeft appeared not only realbnable, 
but neccllary to be granted ; for it imported Cortez^ very 
much not to fuller the Mexicans to fix themlelves in a Place 
where they might cut off his Communication with Tlafcala y 
which was to be prefcrved at all hazards. He immediately 
difpatch'd Gonzjtlo de Sandoval, and Jranfcijco de Lugo with 
two hundred Spaniards, fifteen Horle, and a fuflicient body 
of Tlafcalans, among whom there were lbme who had ob- 
tained Pet-million by their Importunity to retire to their own 
Country, and (ecure the Spoils they had acquired in the 

War ; a Permhlion which Cortex thought fit to grant, be- 

ca u le 
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caufc as he expected a frefli recruit of Troops from the Re 



publick, it behoved him to allure thofe People by the 
hopes of Intereft, and this (how of Liberty. 

These miferable Wretches having thus changed them- 
selves from Soldiers into Porters, marched alone with the 
Baggage or the Army, and as Avarice regulated the weight 
of their Burthens, they had fo overloaded themfeives, that 
they could not always keep up with the Troops, but were 
forced to flop fometimes to take breath. The Mexicans 
(who, with the Army they had upon the Lake, had planted 
leveral Ambufcades in the Fields of Maiz) being adver- 
tifed of this, fell upon them in one of their refting 
Places, with a feeming defign not only to plunder them, 
but bv their great Cries, and forming their Battalions, to 
provoke the Spaniards to a Battle. Sandoval and Lugo 
return'd immediately to their Relief and haftening their 
march, fell upon the Enemy fo opportunely, and vigo- 
roufly with their whole Force, thar they turn'd their backs 
as foon as they were attacked. 

Five or fix Tlafcalans, who were difarmed and embar- 
raffed with their Burthens, periih'd upon this occafion ; but 
the Spaniards recovered all the Booty with fome additional 
Spoils of the Enemy. They continued their March, taking 
care not to leave again behind them thofe unufeful People ; 
with whom they were incumber^, till theArmy having palled 
the Province of Chalco, approach'd the Frontiers of Tlajcala, 
where they feparated from it to go and fecure their Baggage, 
freeing Sandoval horn any further care of their Defence 

T ii e Mexicans had aiTemblcd all theTroops of tire 
neighbouring Provinces to chaftife the Rebels of Chalco 
and Otumba ; and knowing that the Spaniards were coming; 
to the relief of thofe two Nations, they had reinforced them- 
lelvcs with part of the Troops quarter'd about the Lake ; and 
having thus prepar'd a very formidable Army, had polled 
thcmlelves on the Road the Spaniards were to pafs, with a 
Refolution to try their Strength in the Field. Sandoval and 
Lugo being advertifed of their defign, and having given 
what Orders they thought neceflary," advanced in order of 
Battle without altering their pace. But on fight of the 
Enemy, the Spaniards and T'lafcalar/s halted, (the former 
with a calm Intrepidity, and the latter with an Impatience 
hardly to be rcflrain'd,) in order to examine more narrowly 

the Intention of that Body of Troops. The Mexicans had 

the 
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the Advantage in Numbers, and with the Ambition of 
being the firft to attack, advanced in crowds according 
to their cuftom, and made the firft difcharge of their miflive 
Weapons without any effect. The two Captains taking 
advantage of their Confufion (after they had receiv'd them 
with their Fire- Arms and Crofs-bows) ordered the Horfe to 
advance, whofe Attack (always terrible to the Indians) imme- 
diately made room for the Spaniards and Tlafcalans to en- 
ter, and break this diforderly Multitude with a very great 
Slaughter. The Flight of the Enemy foon became univer- 
fal, and the Troops of Chalco and Otwnba, which had Tal- 
lied out of the neighbouring Town on the noife of the Bat- 
tle, coming up at the fame time, the Chafe was fb bloody, 
that the Mexican Army was entirely defeated, and the two 
Confederate Provinces fuccoured, with little or no Lofs. 

Eight of the mofl confiderable Prifoners were referv'd 
in order to get fome Information from them, and the Army 
pafTed that Night to the City of Chalco ; whofe Cazique, 
after he had paid his Refpects to the Spaniards, went be- 
fore to prepare their Quarters, with great abundance of 
Provifions and Refrefhments for all the Troops : Nor did 
he forget to have the Victory celebrated with Rejoicings 
after the ufual extravagant manner of the People. The 
Inhabitants of Chalco, as Subjects of the Mexican Emperor, 
were Enemies to the Tlafcalans, and had befides perpetual 
Difputes with them about the Bounds of their Frontiers ; 
but this Night al l their Quarrels were forgot at the defire of 
the Chalquefes, who own'd the Obligation they had to the 
Tlafcalans for coming to their Relief, and were alfo fenfi- 
ble, that the means of preferving the Protection of Cortez y 
was to maintain a Friendfhip with his Confederates. The 
Spaniards were Mediators in the Treaty ; and the Chiefs 
of both Nations being afTembled, Peace was concluded 
with all the necelfary Forms and Solemnities ufual on fuch 
Occafions : Sandoval and Lugo undertaking to get it con- 
firmed by Cortex, and the tlafcalans to have it ratified by 
the Republick. 

This Affair being finifh'd with io much Glory and 
Expedition, Sandoval and Lugo march'd back with the Army 
to T '.Zjeuco, accompanied by the Cazique of Chalco, and 
fbme other principal Indians, who delired to return Thanks 
in Perfon to the General for the Succour he had fent them, 
and to offer him what Troops the two Provinces could fur- 

T nifli. 
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fiiftv. The Army was receiy-'dat Tez^euco with great Acclaim 



tions of Applaufe, and Cortez, honoured the two Cap 
with particular Marks of his Approbation, without forgeftii 
the Chiefs of the Tlafcalctns : he like wife careffed the Nobi 
of Chalco, accepting their Offers, and intimating that he would 
give them Notice when their Service would be neceflary. Af- 
ter this, he ordered the eight Mexican Prifoners to be brought 
before him ; he receive! them in the midft of his Captains, 
putting on an Air df Severity. They approach'd full of 
Fear and Confufion, ftiowing in their Countenances a de- 
jected Spirit, and a Mind ill-difpofed to receive the Punilh- 
ment, which, according to their own Cuftoms, they be- 
lieved inevitable. Cortex order'd them to be unbound, and 
defiling to make ufe of this opportunity to juftify to his 
Allies the War, which he had undertaken, by making far- 
ther Advances towards a Peace, and at the lame time co 
convince his Enemies of his Generofity, he fpoke to them, 
by the help of his Interpreters, alter the following manner: 
J might, according to the Cu (torn cftabliftid in yourNi 



kind of Juflice upon which the Laws of War are found- 



ed, take Satisfaction of -sour Offences with Fire and Sword 



treating you with the fame Inhumanity zvith which you 
your Prifoners. But the Spaniards do not think, that the being 
taken in the Service of ones King is a Crime that defer 'ves 
P uni fhment , for we know how todiflwguif betzveen the culpable 
and the unfortunate ; and that you may be jenfible of the diffe- 
rence between our Clemency and your Cruelty, J give you at ' the 
fame time both Life and Liberty. Repair immediately to the 
Standard of yourPrince, and tell him from me, ( for as you are 
noble, you ought to obferve the Lazv with which yen receive the 




Benefit) that I am coming to demand Satisfaction oj 
the unjufi War he made upon me at the time of my Rett 
from Mexico, perfidioufy breaking that Treaty by which J 
obliged my felf to leave the City ; but chiefly to revenue the 
Death of the great Motezuma, the principal Motive of my sin- 
ger. Tell him 1 have an sir my, not only augmented zvith a 
number of invincible Spaniards, but that J have likewijc under 
my Command all the Nations who abhor the Mexican Name ; 
and that in a little time I intend to feck him in the midft of his 
Court, bringing zvith me all the Rigours of a War that has 
.Heaven to favour it, refolvd never to lay afde fo juft an In- 
dignation 'till J have laid all the Towns of his Umpire in 



(flies, and drowned the very Remembrance of his Name in 



tl. 
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the Blood of his Subjects : But that neverthelefs, if for the 
avoiding his own ruin, and the desolation of his Country, he 
{hall incline to Be ace, I am ready to grant it upon reasonable 
Conditions ; for the Arms of my Ktng (like the Liig§j$j$rjgs 
of Heaven) hurt only vjhere they find- refrftimee-, ■ and are 'al- 
ways more ready to obey the diltates of Humanity, than the 
incitements of Revenge. 

The General having concluded his Difcourfe, appoint- 
ed a Spanifh Efcort for the eight Prifoners, and ordered a 
Bark to carry them back , by the Lake.. The Prifoners, {caroc- 
ly perfuaded of their Good-forttme, threw- themf elves : it 
his feet, promising to acquaint their; PrincdDftiti? his -.Over- 
tures, and to contribute, all that lay in their power, 
towards facilitating the Peace : but' they did not return 
with any anfwer ; nor did Hernan Cortiz^ make thefe 
advances, with a belief that the Mexicans wou'd in- 
cline to Peace, but for a further j unification of the War 
he had undertaken, and to raife the reputation of his 
Clemency among the Barbarians ; a Virtue ufeful to Con- 
querors, becaufe it difpofes favourably the Minds of 
thofe they defign to fubjecSt, and being always amiable, even 
to Enemies, either gains the Applaufe of thofe who have the 
ufe of Reafon, or forces a Refpecl from thofe who have it 
not. 




CHAP. 
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HAP. XIV. 

Gonzalo de Sandoval eonduBs the Brigantines 
to Tezeuco. Whilft they are finijhing, Her- 
nan Cortez marches out with part of his 



Army to view the Borders of the Lake. 




T this time Cortez, had an account that the Bri- 
gantines were finifli'd, and Martin Lopez, fent 
him word that he would quickly fet forward with 
them, the Republick of Tlajcala having provided 
ten thoufand Tamenes, or Carriers of Burthens ; eight 
thoufand to carry the Planks, Mails, Iron-work, and other 
neceflary Materials, and two thoufand as a Relief for thofe 
who tired, without including in this number the Men 
who were employ'd in carrying Provifions and Ammunition ; 
and fifteen or twenty thoufand Soldiers, with their Officers, 
who waited this opportunity to join the Army. He fent 
word, that he intended to fet out with thcie Forces next 
day, and that he wou'd flay in the laft Town of the Tlaf- 
calans to expect a Convoy of Spaniards, not thinking it" 
advifable to attempt the dangerous Paffage thro' the Mex- 
ican Territories without a greater Force. Thefc Brigantines 
were the only preparation wanting to lay cloic Siec,e to 
Mexico, and Hernan Cortez^ receiv'd this news with Co much 
fatisfaclion, as caus'd a general Joy in the Army. He im- 
mediately order'd Gon&alo de Sandoval, with two hundred 
Spaniards, fifteen Hode, and fome Companies of Tlajca- 
lans, to march and join the Forces of the Republick, that 
they might be in a condition to rcfift any attempts of the 
Mexicans. 

Antonio de Herrera fays, there marchtl out of 
Tlajcala, with the Materials of the Brigantines, a hundred 

and eighty thoufand Soldiers i which being Co very unlike- 
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ft believe it to be one of the Errors of the Prefs« 
Diaz, fays fifteen thoufand, which is much more 





probable, confidering the Number of Tlafcalans alrea 
in the Army. The Republick gave the Command of this 
Body to a Cazique of one of the Quarters of their City, 
whofe Name was Chichemecal, a young Man of twenty- 
three Years of age, but of fuch a fuperiour Spirit and Cou- 
rage, that they already confidered him as one of the mod 
confiderable Captains of their Nation. Martin Lopez, 
marched out of Tlafcala, refolving to wait the Spamfh 
Efcorte in Gualipar, a Town but little diftant from the 
Mexican Frontiers. Chichemecal was not pleafed with this 
Delay, perfuading himfelf that he had Force and Courage 
fufficient to defend the Convoy againft all the Power of Mexi- 
co : However, he at laft refolvedto obferve the Orders of Cor- 

and thought thislnftance of his Obedience a great Exploit. 
Lopez, regulated the March, fo that all went out of the Town 
in good Order ; the Archers and Slingers, fupported by fome 
Pike- Men, marched in the Front; after whom came the 
Tamenes with all their Baggage ; and the reft of the Troops 
formed the Rear : And after this manner they began that 
xtraordinary Affair of carrying Veffels by Land, which 




permitted us to ufe Metaphors which are fbme 
times met with in Hiftory) might be faid to begin now 
to float upon the Shoulders of Men, among the Waves 
formed by the different Movements, which the Inequality of 
the Ground occafioned. An admirable Invention of Cor- 
tez,, then put in practice ! but which, when related, looks 
more like a Dream than a Reality. 

I n the mean time, Gonz,alo de Sandoval fet forwards 
for Tlafcala, and flopped one day in Zulepeque, a fmall 
Town at a little diftance from the Road ; which refuted 
Obedience, and was befides the very Place where thofe 
poor Spaniards of Vera Cruz,, who were going to Mexico, 
were betrayed and murthered. He had orders, either to 
chaftize or fubjeel: that Town in his March ; but the Army 
had no fooner turned their faces that Way, than the In- 
habitants abandoned the Place, and fled to the Mountains. 
Sandoval lent three or four Companies of Tlafcalans, 
with fome Spaniards, in purfuit of the Fugitives ; and en- 
tring the Town, his Anger and Impatience increaied at the 
lamentable Marks he met with or their paft Barbarity : on 
one of the Walls lie found thefe Words written with a 



Coal 



/ 
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Coal, In this Houfe the unhappy Juan Jufle was taken, with 
many others his Companions. And a little after, in one of 
their Temples, he found the Heads of thofe Spaniards 
dried in the Fire to preferve them from Corruption : A 
dreadful Spectacle! which giving a frefli Idea of their 



terrible Death, made the Images and Pveprefen rations of 

Devil appear (till more hideous. At this il^hr, Pity 



infpired them with Rage, and Sandoval refolved to march 
out with all his Men, and revenge that execrable Cru- 
elty with the utmoft Rigour. He had already s>iven his 
orders, when the Companies which he had before detached, 
returned with a great number of Prifoners, Men, Women, 
and Children, having killed upon the Mountains all who 
endeavoured to efcape, or did not immediately furrender, 
Thefe miferable Wretches, bound, and almoft dead with 
fear, teftified their Repentance by Tears, and pitiful Out- 
cries ; they threw themfelves at the feet of the Spaniards, 
and quickly moved them to companion. Sandoval made his 
Officers intreat him, that the Prifoners might fet the greater 
value upon their Pardon ; and, in fine, he caufed cliem to 
be unbound, and accepted their SubmifTions ; the Cazique, 
and the moft conftderable Men among them, engaging for 
the whole Town, to be obedient to the King : of which 
Engagement they afterwards difcharged themielves very 
faithfully, either through Fear or Acknowledgment. 

After this, Sandoval ordered his Men to gather up 
the miferable Remains of the faeriflced Spaniards, and 
give them burial, and continued his March to the Frontiers 
of Tlajcala, where lie arrived without anv con/iderable 
Accident. Martin Lopez, and Chichemecal, ' with the Tlaj- 
calans drawn up in rank and file, came forth to receive 



him : The two Armies fainted each other by D 



and Shouts, and afterwards by Embraces, and particular Ci- 
vilities. Some necefTary time of Reft was allowed to the 
Troops newly arrived ; after which, Sandoval directed the 
March, giving the Vanguard to the Spaniards and Tlaf- 
calans which came with him, the Main Body to the Ta~ 
menes, with fufficient Numbers to defend their Flanks ; 
and Chichemecal with his Troops brought up the Rear : But 
the young Man was difpleafcd that he was not placed in a 



as to 



d Port; and his D 
Sandoval fufpicion of his quitting the Army : fo 
as obliged to go to him, and take fome pains to fa- 

tisly 
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tisfy him. He endeavoured to make him comprehend, 'that 
his Poft was the moft honourable, as being the moil dan- 
gerous ; for that in all probability the Mexicans would en- 
deavour to fall upon the Rear. But this did not in the 
leaft fatisfy him ; on the contrary, he replied, That as at 
the Ajjault of Mexico, he intended to be the firfi that Jkould 
fet his foot within the Breach, he de fired always to march in 
the Front, and give an example to his Troops : So that, in 
fine, Sandoval was obliged to march with him, to add to 
the Honour of the Rear. A remarkable Point of Vanity! 



and one of thofe which are wont to produce the greateft 



Inconveniencies in Armies ; for the principal Duty of a 
Soldier is Obedience, and true Valour has its bounds pre- 
Icribed by Reafon, which always carries a brave Man to iace 
the Dangers which approach him, with an unfliaken Refb- 
lution, but doth not in the leaft oblige him to go to leek 
them. 

The Army marched in the fame Order it at firft fet 
out, thro' the Enemies Country ; and tho' the Mexicans 
fliowed themfelves fometimes upon diftant Hills, they did 
not venture to come to an engagement, but thought their 
Cries and Menaces a fufficient Exploit. 

A t a little diftance from Tez>euco the Army made a 
halt, out of complaifance to Chichemecal, who defired 
fome time of Sandoval to adorn himfelf with his beft Fea- 
thers and Jewels, and ordered all his Officers to do the 
lame ; telling them, That as they zuere now dravSwg near 
to Ailion, Soldiers ought to celebrate j'uch a Seajon as a Fefii- 
val: A Rodomontade well enough becoming his Pride and 
Years. Hernan Cortex went out of the City, attended by 
the King of Tez^euco and all his Captains, to receive this 
io much defired Succour; and after he had carefled the 
Chiefs, and allowed fome time for the Acclamations of 
the Soldiers, he made his Entry with all Solemnity : The 
Tamenes marched in Files like the Soldiers ; the Planks, 
Iron- Work, and other Materials were ftored feparately in a 
great Work-Hou(e, prepared for that purpofe near the 



Canals. The whole Army rejoiced at the fafe arrival 
of thele Preparations io necelfary for the Conqueft of 
Mexico, which was equally defired by all. Cortezj re- 



turned thanks to God, who rewarded the Piety of his In- 
tentions with Hopes, or rather Alfurances, of Victory. 



Martim 
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Martin Lopez immediately applied himfelf to the fe- 
cond Part in the formation of the Brigantines, and had 
new Workmen appointed him for the joining of the Planks, 
and other Work belonging to the building of a Ship. 
But Cortes, understanding by the Matter-Workmen, that 
it would be at leaft twenty Days before the Brigantines 
could be fit for Service, he refolved to employ that time 
in viewing perfonally the Country about the Lake, and 
what Pofts were fit to be feized, to prevent any Succours 
from Mexico; and withall, to do what damage he could 
to the Enemy in his March. He communicated this De- 
fig n to his Captains, and it being "approved by all, he 
immediately made a difpofition to execute it ; leaving 
Sandoval Governour of Te&euco, with particular Orders to 
forward the building of the Brigantines. This Captain was 



qualified for every thing, and, by the multitude of Bufi- 
nefs in which Cortex employ 'd him, he fufficiently Showed 
the great opinion he had of his Courage and Capacity. 
Whilst Cortez, was considering what Officers and 



Troops to take with him on this Expedition, Chkhemecal 
defiled an audience; and without knowing that Prepara- 
tions were making to take the field, told him, That Men 
like him, born for War, wen ill fat is fie d with living idly 
in their Quarters, especially after having pajfed five Days 
without drawing' the Sword : That his Men were refrefhed, 
and defired to [how them fives to their Enemy ; and that, 
moved by their lnflances, and the Ardour of his own Cou- 



rage, he humbly re que [led to be ordered immediately upon 
fome Expedition, wherein he might give proofs of his Valour, 
and divert himfelf with the Mexicans, until the time came 
of compleating their Deflrutiion, at the Ajfault of their City. 
CorteZj had already refolved to take him with him, but 
this unfeafonable Vanity difpleafed him ; and as lie was 
not very well fatisfied with his Behaviour upon the Road, 
(of which Sandoval had informed him) he anfwcred him 
in a kind of raillery, That he had not only concluded upon 
an Attion of importance, ivhercin he might ajjuage that Ar- 
dour which inflamed him, but that he was likcwije refolved to 
accompany him, to be a witnejs of his Exploits. Cortex had a 
natural diflike to arrogant Boauers, true Valour bein<j; icldom 
feen without Modefty : nevertheless, he was fcnhble that 
thefe Tranfports of Bravery were proper to his Years, being 

the Effect, of youthful Blood, and the common Fault of 

young 
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young Soldiers, who have met with Succefs. in their firft 
Tryals, and whole want of Experience makes them think 
Valour to be Fool-hardinefs, and Fool-hardinefs to be their 
Profeflion. 




CHAP. XV. 

Hernan Cortez marches to Yaltocan, where he 

meets- with Re fi fiance ; he overcomes that 

Difficulty, and goes forward with his Army 

to Tacuba, and after having vanquijhed the 

Mexicans in fever at Engagements, makes his 
Retreat- 




jT was thought proper to begin the Expedition by 



king of Taltocan, a Town five Leagues diftari. 
from Tez.euco, upon one of the little Lakes which 
difcharged itfelf into the great one. It was of importance 
to chaftife the Inhabitants of this Place, becaufe fome few 
days before they had returned an infolent Anfwer, and 
wounded the MeiTengers who were fent to them' with 
Offers of Peace, and to require their Obedience ; and be- 
caufe their Punifhment might have an influence upon the 
eft of the Indians thereabouts. Cortex be^an his March 



l 



after having heard Mafs, (whereat all the Spaniards allifted) 
leaving particular Inftruclions with Sandoval, and giving 
fome friendly advice to the Xing of Tcz.euco, Xuotcnca% 
and other Chiefs of the Nations who flayed behind in the 
City. He took with him the Captains Pedro de Al<uarado s 
and Chriftoval dc Olid, with two hundred and fifty 
niards, twenty Horfe, and a fplendid, numerous' Body 
of the Nobles of Te&euco. Chichemecal likewjfe attend- 
ed him with his fifteen thoufand Tlafcalaris, to which 
were joind five thoufand Men of thofe commanded 
Xicotencal. They had not marched above four Lea<Ws 
before they difcovered the Mexicans drawn up in Oi 





X 



I>atteJ, 
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Battel, and divided into feveral grofs Battalions, with a 
defign, as it leem'd, to defend in the open Field the Place 
threatned. But upon the fitft Difcharc,e of the Fire-Arms 



and Crofs-Bo ws, which was followed by an Attack of the 
Horfe, they were put into fuch diforder, that being charged 




the whole Army, they were utterly broken and defea 
ted in fo fhort a time, that it was fcarce perceivable they 
made any refiftanee j the greateft Part laved themfelves 
upon the Mountains, others threw themfelves into the 
Lake, and fome retreated to the Town of Yaltocan, leaving 

number of Dead and Wounded upon the Field of 
Battel, and fome Prifoners, who were immediately Tent to 

Te&eitco. 

The Affault upon the Town was deferred till the next 
Day, and the Army poflefTed themfelves of fome Houfes 
that flood near, where they palled the Night without any 
extraordinary Accident. When Day appear'd, they found 
the Difficulty of the Enterprize greater than they imagined ; 
the Town was fituated in the very Lake, and had a com- 
munication with the Land by a Caufey, or Stone-Bridge, 
the Water being likewife eafily forded in that Place : but 
the Mexicans who guarded that Poft, had broke the Caufey, 
nd had befides made a Ditch fb deep, that it was impo£ 



fible to pafs over it any other way than by f\vL„.„„. & . 
Cortex advanced full of affurance to carry the Place at once, 
and when he found this unhappy Obftacle in his way, he 
was for a while both confounded and vexed ; but the 
Railleries and Scoffings with which the Enemy celebrated 
their Security, made him fee that he could not defifl from 
his Undertaking, without manifeft hazard to his Reputation. 

He was contriving how to fill up the Ditch withFafcines 
and Earth, when one of the Indians of TeZoeuco gave him 
to underftand, that a little higher up there was a Shoal, 
where the Water fcarce covered the Ground. Cortex took 
the Man along with him for a Guide, and immediately 
marched to the Place : The Depth of the Water was try'd, 
and though found greater than was related, yet not un- 
fordable. He ordered two Companies of about fifty or 
fixty Spaniards to make the experiment, with fuch a num- 
ber of the Allies as he thought neceffary to make head 
againft the Troops he faw advancing to difpute the Paffage. 
He remained himfelf on the Shore, with his Army drawn 

up, 
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up, that he might fend fuccour as occafion required, and 
fecure the Field againft any Eruption of the Mexicans 



The Enemy perceiving that our Army was going to 



gain this Paffage, which they had endeavoured to conceal 
advanced to defend it with their Slings and Arrows, wound- 
ing fome Soldiers, and giving enough to do to thoie who 
fought in the Water, which in fome places took them up 
to the middle. Near the Town there was a pretty large 



Plain, free from Water, and our Men with Fire-Arms, who 
marched in the Front, were no fooner landed, but the 
Enemy retired into the Place, and in the little time that 
the reft of the Detachment were coming a-fhore, they en- 




quitted it, throwing themfelves into their Canoes 
with fo much hafte, that the Spaniards entered the Town 
without oppofition. The Pillage did not laft long, (tho* per- 
mitted, as a part of the Chaftifement) becaufe the Inhabitants 
had left nothing in their Houfes, but what they could not 
carry off ; fome Loads, however, of Corn and Salt were tram- 
ported to the Army, together with a great Quantity of Cotton- 
Clothes, and fome flight Jewels of Gold, which the Owners 

forgot, or defpifed. The Captains had no orders 



keep pofteffion of the Town, but to punifli the Inhabitants ? 
and therefore flaying only fo long as was neceflary to 
perform their Commiflion, they re-paffed the Ditch at the 
fame Place, having firft fet fire to the Temples and prin- 
cipal Buildings. The General approved of this Conduct, 
believing that the Flames of this Place would ftrike ter- 
ror into the Fugitives, and be a warning to the neighbour- 
Towns of the Danger that threatned them. 
T h e Army continued their march, and lodged that 
Night near Colbatitlan, a confiderable Town, which the 
next day they found difpeopied. The Mexicans fliewed 
themfelves, but in a Place where they could neither attack, 



nor be attacked. The fame thing happened at Tena) 



ds at Ejcapu&alco, large Towns fkuate upon 

the Lake-fide, which they alio found forfaken. The Ar- 
my lodged a Night in each of them, and Cortex took 
exact notice of the Diftances, and of whatever elfe might 
be ufeful to his Defign, without fullering any damage to 



be done to the Buildings, that it might be feen he ufed 
rigour only where he found refiftance. The City of Trt- 
cuba was not above half a League diftant from this laft Place, 

and difputcd with I'tz^cuco for largenefs, and number or 

In- 
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In was fituated upon the extremity of the 




great Caufey, where the Sfamards had formerly fuffered 



fb much, and was a Poll: of gi'eair importance, as being oi 
alt the Towns upon the Lake, the neareft to Mexico, and 




the Key of the Road which the Army muft neceffarily 
pafs, in order to form the Siege of that Capital City; 
but at the prefent the General had no thoughts of poffeff- 
kfg himfelf of it, by reafon it was too' far from "Te^euc. 
for Succours to come to him from thence. His Intention 
was only to view it, and to confider attentively what mea- 
sures ot Prevention and Caution were to be taken, when the 
time came, of chaftifing the Caztque for his former Injury * 
whoie exemplary Punifliment would be of great ufe to 
quell the Infolence, and facilitate the Subjection of the 
Inhabitants. 

The Army advanced in the fame good Order as if 
they were marching to a much more difficult Enterprise, 
and before they arrived at the Place, they difcovered a 
reat Body of Troops, without number, compofed of 
thofe Mexicans who had all along obferved the march of 
the Spaniards, and of others who were appointed to altift 
the Garifbn of Tacuba. The City not being able to con- 
tain all thefe Troops, they were defirous to attempt the 
defence of its Wails, by a Battel in the open Field All 
their Battalions advanced at once, and charged with Co 
much fiercenefs and fuch loud cries, as might have gi- 
ven concern to Men lets acquainted with the deceitful 
Appearances of their hrft Attacks ; but having received the 
Difcharge of the Fire-Arms (which always {truck more ter- 
ror than it did hurt) and being farther terrified by the 
Horie, they were eafily difordered, io that the reft ot the 
Army coming up, routed their Van-Guard, and pierced to 
the very Center of the Multitude; notwithstanding which, 
they obftinately difputed the Victory for a confideiable 
time : but at laft they all turned their backs, the greater 
part flying to the City, and the reft taking different Paths, 
with no other thought, but how to avoid the Danger. 

The Spaniards remained Mafters of the Field of Battel, 
and employed the remaining part of the Day in chilling; 
an advantageous Poft, where they might lodge themfelves 
during the Night ; but at break of day the Enemy appeared 
again in the Field, with a dehgn to retrieve the Honour 
they had loft the day before. The General ranged his 

Troops, 
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Troops, and giving the fame Orders he had done the p 



ceeding day, overthrew them with greater facility, as ha- 



ing, he drew off his Troops to their former Lod 



g their Former Defeat and Flight frefh in their Memory. 
Cortez pufh'd them with Sword and Pike into the ve- 
very City, and following clofe at their heels with the Spani- 
ards and fome Companies of the Allies, maintain'd the 
Fight in the inner part of if, until, night approach- 

gment ; 

permitting the Soldiers to plunder fome Houfes they had 
taken poffefiion of, and leaving them in Flames, partly 
to fliow his Indignation, and partly to keep the Enemy em- 
ploye!, that he might make his retreat without oppofition. 

Cortez remain'd five days in his Poll: near 'Tactiba, 
where the Enemy made him a vifit every clay, and were al- 
ways beat back to the City. His Intention was to wafte 



Garrifon by thefe Sallies, and, finding by the ab 
ment of their Ardor, and the faintnefs of their Efforts, 
that their numbers were greatly diminiOYd, he refolv'd 
to attack them in his turn. Orders were already given, 
and every thing difpos'd for the AfTault, when he faw a 
very confiderable Body of Mexicans advancing upon the 
Caufey. It was neceftary to defeat this Succour before he 
cou'd carry on his Defigns againft the Town. He refolv'd 
therefore to expect, them at a diftance from the Cau- 
fey, that he might engage them, when they were all drawn 
up upon the main Land, and make the greater flaughter of 
them in a place where they would be fb ftreightned in their 
retreat; but thefe Mexicans had orders (and it was (aid, from 
the Emperor GuatimoZjin) to fend fome Troops before 
the reft, who furf bring themfelves to be charg'd, and then 
retreating, fhould entice the Spaniards to the purfuit and 
endeavour to draw them upon the Caufey. This Defign 
they compafs'd with notable dexterity ; for fome of them 



cing 



in difordcr to the main Land, and forming 



thcrnfelvcs after a confus'd manner, Cortez. miftook their 
contriv'd Stratagem for the Effect of Fear, and leaving part 
of his Army to make head againft the Garrifon of Tacaba, 
march'd directly to the Caufey, fuppofing that he fhould 
cafily rid him(elf of thefe Enemies, and fb be able to re- 
turn to the Aflault upon the City. The Mexicans, who 
were advane'd upon the firm Land, turn'd their Backs upon 
the fir ft approach of the Spaniards, and fled to join the 
reft of their Troops ; the whole Body of which, as feem- 

Y in?' 
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ingly terrify 'd, retir'd by lfttle arid ljttle, in qrcjer to cfra\f 
the Spaniards upon the Caufey. The General, led 




by thefe favourable appearances, pur fji'cj them without , ma r 
king Tufficient reflection j for it was not long fjnce the acci- 
dent of I&tapalapa, nor copld he be ignprahj:, that )}y tjiefe 
feign d Flights the Indians often drew their Enemies into 




Ambufcades ; but the frequent repetition of Victory (fqme- 
times dangerous to Conquerors) did pot, at that time, 
permit him to confider all the Circumftances that diftin- 
uifh between a pretended and a real Fear. 
The Mexicans rally'd and made head wl]en they per- 
ceiv'd Cortex and his Troops within tfye Caufey, and whi)u; 
they endeavour'd to keep him in play by their refinance, 
innumerable Canoes fally'd out of Mexico, and in veiled 
both f?des of the Caufey, fo that the Spaniards were af once 
attack'd both in Front and Flank. Carter being now fenfi- 
ble of his Imprudence (though fpmewhat late) found \t 



neceflary to retire, withholding his Men from advancing 
further upon the Caufey, and making a Frqnt to the. Canoes 
on each lide. The Energies were furnjftYd wifh Pikes very 
dangerous, fome of them being arm'd with the points 
of the Swords taken from the Spaniards the night of the 
retreat. Many of our Men were wounded, and they were 
very near lofing a Colours ; for in the heat of the Fight, 
Enflgn Juan Volante fell into the Lake, by a blow of a Pike, 
and the Indians, who were neareft, feizing upon him, put 
him into a Canoe with a defign to prefent him to their 
Emperor : He fuffer'd himfelf to be carried away, feigning. 



to fiibmit ; but when lie found himfelf at a furhcient di- 
fiance from the reft of the Canoes, he recovefd his Arms, 
and difingaging himfelf from thofc who guarded him, 
killing fome of them, he threw himfelf into the Water, 




and (warn afhore with his Colours, with equal Bravery and 
Good-fortune. 

Corte z, with Sword in hand, expos'd himfelf to the 
greatefl dangers, and brought off his Troops with little 
lofs to the firm Land ; having (uhiciently reveng'd him- 
felf upon the Indians for their deceit in drawing liim up- 
on the Caufey ; upon which, and in the Lake, their lofs 
was as great as they could have fuflain'd in a fait and 
open Battle : but judging it rafhnefs to return to the Enter- 
terprizc upon Taculoa, in fpite of the Mexican Reinforce- 
ment (which always kept in view) he thought of retiring 

to 
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to r < T?z J $tico, which, with the approbation of [lis Captains, 
he prefentjy put in execution. The jfykxicans did not 
venture t.q quit- the Caufey or their (Cannes, 'till fuch 



tirne as the diftance of our Army, gave them Courage to 





fol|_QW afar off ; contending therqfelyes with fendin 
great cries, in which fruitlefs Fatigue, all their Revenge 
eqde.d. TWs Expedition was of great Importance, as well 



for the paruage done, to the Mexicans in the feveral En- 
gagements^ ^s for the, Knowledge the Spaniards gain'd of 



3us part of the Country, of which it would be neceflary af- 
terward s to make themfelves Makers. Ana* altho' our 
Hidorian endeavours to obfcure the Glory of it, it was of 
inch great Confequence tp Cortex with refpedl to his main 
Design, thpx. he n o fooner arrived !at Tez,q mo, but the Qx- 
iiques of c Tucapan x Mafcalz^ingo r Autlan, and of other 
Towns upon the North-fide of the Take, can^e to make their 
Submiffion, and offer the Afliftance of their Troops. A 
lure fign that the Spaniards came back with Reputation, 
which is an Acquifition of the greateft Advantage in War^ 
arrd whijch gains upon the Minds of Men wjiat Force of 
Arrris cannot obtain without great Difficulty. 





HAP. XVI. 



A Frcflx Succour of Spaniards arrives at 

ezeu.cp. Sandoval marches to the Relief of 
Chalco ; defeats the Mexicans twice in the 



open Field, and takes the Towns of Guafte- 

peque and Capiftian. 



H E Prpfperity of Co many SuccelTes was almolt an 
evident Proof, that Heaven was interefted in the 
Conqueft of this Empire ; nor could fome favour- 
able Accidents, wherein human Diligence had no 
fliare, be pollibly thought to come from any other hand, be- 
ing Co well adapted to prefent Neceility, and fo much be- 
yond 
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yond all Expectation. A VefTel of confiderable burthen, 
fent to Hernan Cortex, arrived at this time at Vera Cruz, 
and in her Julian de Alderete, Native of Tor 'defillas ', with 
the Character of the Kings Treafurer; Father Pedro 
Melgareio de Vrrea, a Regular of the Order of St. Francis, 
born at Seville \ Antonio de Cara-vaial, Geronimo Ruiz, de 
la Mot a, Alonz>o Diaz, de la Reguera, and feveral other 
Soldiers of diftinction, with a very confiderable Succour of 
Arms and other NecefTaries. They immediately marched 
to Tlafcnla, (the Ammunition being carried on the Shoulders 
of Zewpoallan Indians,) and there they had an Efcort given 
them to conduct them fate to Tezeuco, they themfelves 
carrying thither the firft News of their Arrival. 

Bernal Diaz, del Caftillo fays, That this VefTel came 
directly from Spain: and Antonio de Herrera, who makes 
mention of it, does not fay who fent it, defiring perhaps to 
conceal his Ignorance by that Omiflion It Teems very un- 
likely that it fhould come to Cortex from Spain, without 
bringing Letters from his Father and his Agents ; and more 
efpecially at a time when they might have informed him of 
the good Succefs of their Negociations, which account, accord- 
ing to thefe Authors, he did not receive 'till a long time after. 
I am inclined to believe, as more probable, that it came 
from Santo Domingo, whofe Governours Cortex had inform'd 

Difficulties he was encased in, as has been before 



obferved ; and the coming of a Treafurer for the Kin^, 
does not in the lea ft conclude any thing to the contrary : 

for it was properly within the Jurifdiction of thofe Gover- 
nours to name fuch Officers as were to collect the Fifth, due 
to the Emperor ; and their Authority extended over all 
thofe Conqucfts. But from whence foevcr this Succour 
came, it could not have arrived more opportunely ; nor 
did Cortez, mifs to difcern the true fource of it, attributing 
to God not only his good Fortune in the Augmentation of 
hi:, Forces, but the very Vigour of Mind, which he per 



ceived in 



Huencc. 



Conftancy, which 
able enough to his natural Courage, yet (ecm'd to 

time the immediate Effect of a heavenly In- 



A t this time there arrived Mcffengers, difpatch'd in grea 
hafte to Cortez, from the Caziqucs of Chalco and Thama 
nalco, to demand Succour a^ainft a powerful Army, whicl 



Enemy 



Mexico for (ubjecling the 



Towns 
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Towns of their Diftridts, which adhered to the Interefts or 
the Spaniards. Guatimoz^in had a great Inclination to 
Arms, and as appeared by other parts of his Conduct, ap- 



himfelf intirely to the Arts of War. He 



Uy 




Victory over his Ene 



mies, and had confidered that there was no better way to 
compafs his Defign, than by feizing on that Fi 




he might cut off the Communication with Tlaf- 



nd prevent any Succours coming from Vi 
Point of fo much Confequence, that Cortex found himfelf 
abfbluteiy obliged to protect thefe Allies, to whofe Fide- 
lity he owed the Prefervation of this neceffarv Pais free 
from the Mexicans. He immediately difpatch'd Gonz>alo 
de Sandoval to their Relief, with three hundred Spaniards, 
twenty Horfe, and fome Companies of Tlafcala and Te*- 
K>euco, amounting to fuch a number as he thought fufficient, 
the Troops ofthofe Provinces being already in Arms, 

Sandoval made no delay, but march'd with fo much 
diligence, that his Succour arriv'd very opportunely : the 
Caziques had affembled all their Troops, which, joined to 
thofe of Sandoval, made a very confiderable body. The E- 
nemy was not very far off, their Army having lodg'd 

Night before at Guaftepeque, and it was refolv'd 



tack them before they enter'd upon the Territories of 
Chalco. In the mean time, the Mexicans depending upon 
the Number of their Forces, and having learnt that the 
Spaniards were come to the fupport of the Chalquefes, po£ 
felled thcmlelves ot fome Barancas or hollow Ways, in or- 
der to wait the coming 



of our Troops in a place where 
they might be fecure again ft the Horfe. The Spaniards 
were feiifible of the Difficulty, when they came to the 
Charge, and Sandoval flood in need of all his llefolution 
and all the Valour of -his Troops to dillodge the Enemy 
from that Poft, which they did with Swoid in Hand, but 
not without fome Eofs : for on this occafion died bravely 
fighting a Spanifh Soldier, call'd Juan DomingueZj, much 
efteemed in the Army for his lingular Skill in the managing 
of Horfcs. 

T h k Mexicans loft a great number in this Difpute ; 
however, they thought thcmfelves ftrong enough to rally 
and draw up upon "the Plain : But Sandoval having foon 
overcome the difficulty of the Pailage, attack'd them fo 



briskly, that he bi 



/ 
/ j 



Id form. Tl 

V 
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Van-guard of the Enemy continued the Fight for fome 
time with defperate Fury ; and if their Refiftance had 
lafted a little longer, this Combat might have been call'd 
a Battle : but this diforderly Multitude foon gave way, 
and difpers'd, and the Spaniards followed the purfuit with 



ib much Vigour, that the Mexicans loft the greateft part of 



their Troops. Sandoval remained Mafter of the Field, 
and chofe a place for his Army to halt in, and take a little 
Reft, refolving to advance that Night to Guajtepeque, whi- 
ther the greateft part of the Fugitives were retired. 

But fcarce had the Troops began to enjoy the repoie 
they fo much wanted for the Recovery of their Strength, 



when the Scouts, who had been fent out to view the Ave- 
nues, return'd, and gave the Alarm fo warmly, that it was ne- 
ceftary to form the Army with all Expedition. A body of 
fourteen or fifteen thoufand Mexicans were advancing in 



good Order, and were fo near, that the Spaniards could 
hear the found of their Drums and Horns. Thefe Troops 
were mppoled to be fent as a Reinforcement to thoie which 
had march'd from' Mexico before, becaufe it was impoffible 
for the latter, who had been entirely broken, to have form'd 
themfelves in fuch good Order in fo fhort a time, nor was 
the bold Air with which they advanced, conftftent with the 
Terror of fuch a Defeat. The Spaniards advanced to 
receive thefe new Comers, and attack'd them fo feafbnably, 
that putting their Front in diforder, they made way for the 
Horfe to charge without any Risk ; who according to cuC- 
torn made fuch a Slaughter of the Enemy, that they were 



foon obliged to turn their Backs, flying in Confufion to the 
Town of Guaftepeque, where they believe! themfelves in Se- 
curity ; but the Spaniards followed them fo dole (killing 
all they overtook) that they entered the place at the fame 
time with the Fugitives, and maintain'd the Entrance, till 
the reft of the Troops coming up, they divided themfelves 
into the feveral Streets, and with Sword in Hand drove the 
Enemy out of the Town : The Mexicans loft great Num- 
bers by their obftinate Refiftance, and the reft who fled, 
were fo terrified, that in a little time there was not one to 
be feen thereabouts. 

This Town was fo large, that Sandoval was refolv'd to 
quarter there that Night, and the Spaniards with the great- 
eft part of their Allies lay under cover. The Victory was 
the more joyful, becaufe the Soldiers were allow'd to 

pi un- 
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plunder, provided they took nothing that was burdenfor 




or would embarafs them in the ufe of their Arms. The 
Clique of the Town, and fame of the principal Inhabi- 
tants, came a little after, and made their Submifiion^ -ex- 
cufing what was paft by the force put upon them 
Mexicans, and fhewing their Sincerity by coming unarm' d, 
and furrendring themfelves to the difcretion of the Con- 
querors. The Spaniards receiv'd them courteoufly, and 
after Sandoval had lent out to view the Country, which was 
found quiet ; he refolv'd, with the Approbation of his 
Captains, to make his Retreat : but the People of Chalco, 
who had better Spies abroad, receiv'd advice that the 
Mexicans, who had efcaped from the paft Engagements, 
were all joined in Capijtlan, and protefted to him that to 
retreat now was to leave them in the fame danger from 
which he came to deliver them. Upon this News, he 
thought it neeeiTary to go and difperfe this Body of Fu 




jtives, before they Ihould be reinforced with frefti 
Troops. 

Capistlan was but two Leagues diftant from Gua* 



(iepeque on the fide of Mexico. Tne Town was ftrong by 




Nature, being feated upon the top of a great Rock 
difficult of accefs ; with a River on the other fide, which 
running with rapidity from the neighbouring Mountains, 
wafli'd the Precipices of the Rock. When the Troops 
came up, they found the Mexicans prepar'd for their de- 
fence, and that they had cover'd all the top of this Emi- 
nence with Soldiers ; who celebrated their fecurity with 
loud Cries, and difcharging fome Arrows, not fo much to 
wound, as to irritate the Spaniards : Sandoval refolv'd to 
drive the Enemy from this Port, that he might leave the 
neighbouring Provinces free from any fear of a new Inva- 
iion ; and finding there were only three ways by which he 
could make the attack, which were equally difficult, he or- 
der'd the Troops of Chalco and Tlajcala to advance firft, 
People more accuftomed to thoie rugged PafTes. But 



they did not obey with the fame readinefs they us'd to do 

lhowing by the flownels of their motion, that they thought 

die difficulty of this Undertaking fuperior to their Force ; 

ib that Sandoval, impatient of delay, threw himfeif into 

the danger at the head of the Spaniards, which fo animar 

ted the Indians, that, finding by this Example the unrea- 

(onablenefs of their Fear, they advane'd by the moll 

diffi-' 
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difficult pares of the Rock, mounting it with 
eafe than the Spaniards, and fighting with equal bravery 
The way was fo fteep in fome places, that they could not 
make ute of their Hands, without fear of their Feet flip- 
ping, and the Stones which the Enemy roll'd down fro 



top 



ded more- than their Darts and Arrows : ne 



verthelefs the Fire-Aims, and Crofs-Bows, ciear'd the way 
for the Pikes and Swords, and the Affailants, by 



and conftancy, forcing their way againft all oppofition, 



J ' x^J s LJ XL 

d the top of the Hill at the fame time that the Me 



Town, fo difpirited, that they fcarce 
de a difpofition to defend it, or defended it fo weakly, 

y were driven to the edge of the Precipice, where 



all that did not fling themfelves down were put to the 




Sword and the flaughter was fo great upon this occafion 
that for a while (according to the moft exact relations) 
there ran dreams of Mexican Blood into the River, in fuch 
abundance^ that the Spaniards who went down to quench 
their thirft, were oblig'd to refrain from drinking, or to do 

it with horror. 

Sandoval had his Armour broke in two pi 
Stones, and fome Spaniards were very much wounded'; 
among whom, Andrew de *Tapa, and Hernando de Ofma, 
were the moft confiderable, or beft defery'd to be remem- 
befd. The Confederates furFer'd moft ; becaufe that part of 
the Rock by which they attack'dwas very difficult to mount, 
and they ran upon the Danger more precipitately. 

Sandoval having ^ain'd three or four Victories in fo 
fliort a time, and the Mexicans being defeated and chas'd 
out of thofe Provinces that needed the Protection of his 
Arms, he began his March the next day for Tez* 
the fame Road he came, and arrived there without any 
Oppofition. 

A s foon as the News of his Retreat was brought to 
Mexico, the Emperor fent a new Army againft the Pro- 
vince of Chalco, which plainly (hewed the great defire he 
had to cut off the Spaniards Communication with Tlafcala. 
The Chalquefcs had news ot this Invafion, at a time when 
they cou'd have no dependance but upon their own Arms; 
and aflembling in hafte the Troops they had ready, with 
■thofc they could get from their Allies, they took the Field 
-with more Refolution than formerly, and obferving a bet- 
ter Order in the difpofition of their Men. The two Ar- 
mies 




• 
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mies advancd towards each other, and fighting with equal 
Bravery, the Battle was long and bloody ; but in the 
end the Chalquefes gain'd the Victory, and tho' they loft 
great numbers in the Action, they (lew more of the Mex- 
icans, and remain'd matters of the Field. The news of 
this Victory was receiv'd with great applaule at TeZjenco ; 
and Cortezj was particularly pleas'd to find that his Allies 
were in a condition to fupport themfelves, and that their 
own Forces were mfKcient to defend them. This happy 
Succefs was principally owing to their Valour, but the Or- 
der and good Difcipline which they obferv'd in the Fight, 
did much contribute to the Victory, and it was of great 
Importance to tho(e People to have been Conquerors 
in other Battles, wherein they loft the Fear they had con- 
ceiv'd of the commanding Nation, and by the help of the 

Spaniards, had difcover'd the Secret, That Mexicans cou'd 
be beaten like other Men. 
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Correz marches out of Tezeuco, to view the 
hake on the fide of Suchimilco ; He has two 

Enemy, 
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who had fortified themfehes upon the Moun 

tains of Guaflepeque. 




O RT E Z could have wiftYd, that Sandoval hsid 
not remind without penetrating as far as Sue hi 



Uco upon the Lake, which was but a few Lea 
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ting the People at Chako, who feem^i'apprehenirve of nsw 
Invafions* Cortex charg'd hi&Q&lf with the execution of this 
Defign, taking with him Cbviftoval de Olid, Fedro de Afoar 
rados. Andres de Tapia, and Julian de Alderete, with three 
hundred Spaniards, and fitch Troops- of Tez.euco and c Hdj- 

be judg'd neceflfary* fuppofing he fliould find the 



Cazique of Chako, with his Allies, in Arms 

1^ his Abfence, he left the Military Command with&m- 
do-val, and the Civil with the Cazique Don Hernando, who 
was always Submtflive and Affectionate; and tho'his Age and 
Genius inclin'd him to move active Employments, he had 
fufficient underftanding to know, that it was more merito- 
rious to obey. 

Hernan Cortez fet out from Tez^euco, on the 5th 
of April, 152.1, and hearing no News of the Mexicans, 
march'd with fo much diligence, that he arriv'd the next 
Night at Chako, where he round the Confederate Caziques 
ailembled in the City, and under an Alarm, becaufe they 
did not expect any Succour from the Spaniards, and had 
difcover'd on the Side of Suchimiko a new Army of Mexi- 
cans, much ftronger than any of the former, who were com- 

Defign to ravage and poflefs themfelves of their 



a : — o Z o 



Country. The Demonftrations of their Joy were equal 
Trouble they were in before: They threw themfelves at 
the feet of the Spaniards, and lifted up their Eyes to 
the Heavens, to the favourable Difpoiition of which, (accor- 
ding to their Ideas) they attributed this fiidden Change of 
their Fortune. Cort 



Ar 



nd therefore leaving them in the Opinion , that he was 
ome only to fuccour them, he did what he could to recover 
hem out of the fright they had conceiv'd, and by applaud- 
no; their Victory, to give them a high conceit of their own 



Bravery. 

These Caziques had their advance! Ccn try s andfome 
Spies in the Enemies Country, who pa/Ting the Word from 
one to another, gave Notice continually of the Enemies 
Motions ; and by this means they underftood, that the 
Mexicans, being inform'd of the Arrival of the Spaniards 
at Chako, had made a Halt upon the Mountains, which 
were in the Way, dividing their Troops , to garrifbn fome 
Fortreffes on the Tops of thoie Eminences that were moft 
difficult of Accefs. This Conduct of the Mexicans mi 
have been defigiul, either to conceal the Number of tl 

Troop 
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Troops, till fueh time as Cortex, fhouki leiire, that they 
might afterwards fall upon his Allies j or, wliat feems more 
probable, to wait the coming of their Enemies, in a Place 
where they had the Advantage of the Ground: But in both 
thefe Cafes it feernd abfolutely necefTary to attack them in 
their Fortifications, that no time might be loft in marching 

to Suchimilco. 

With this refblution the Army marched the fame night 
to a Town, deferted by its Inhabitants, at the Foot of the 
Mountain, where it was join'd by the Troops of Chalco and 
of the adjacent Country. A numerous Body of good Sol- 
diers, which animated the reft of the Nations, who were ad- 
vancing to the Defilces in fome concern. At the firft ap- 
pearance of the Day, they began to enter the Mountains, 
bv a narrow and difficult Path, between two ridges of Rocks. 
Some Mexicans, who came to provoke the Spaniards, fliow- 
ed themi elves upon the Tops of the Rocks on both fides 
The Army march'd flowly on, filing off, as the Nature of 
the Ground required, 'till they came to a Plain, at an open- 
ing or the Hills, which at fome diftance clofed again. Here 
Cortex, form'd his Men as well as he could, having difco- 
ver'd on the higheft Eminence a confiderable Fortrefs, where 
the Enemy had iodg'd themfelves in fucli numbers, as might 
have ftruck a Dread, tho' in alefs advantageous Poft. Their 
defism was to provoke the Spaniards, and draw them on to 
the Attack, in the midft of thofe Precipices, where the diffi- 
culty of the Way was no lefs dangerous than the Arms of 
the Enemy. 

Cort e z was ftung to the quick by the infulting rail- 
leries of the Enemy, who laugh'd at his Delay, nor could he 
bear, with Patience, their reproaching the Spaniards with 
Cowardice ; fo that giving way to Anger ( feldom a good 
Councilor ) he march'd his Troops to the Foot of the 
Mountain, where, without flaying to chufe the leaft difficult 
Path, he ordered two Companies of Mufqueteersand Crofs- 
Bows, to advance to the Attack, under the Command of 
Captain Pedro dc Barba, accompanied by fome Soldiers of 
particular Diftindtion, who voluntarily offer'd themfelves, 
among which was our Bernal Diaz> del Cafiiiio, who not fa- 
tisfv'd with the Reputation of Valour he had already efta- 
bliuYd, put in lor a fhare in every difficult Undertaking. 

The Mexicans retired as the Spaniards mounted the Hill, 
feigning to be in fome clifbrder, that they might entice 

thern 
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them on to the moft dangerous part of the Precipice ; which 
they had no fooner effected, but they returned, with moft 
horrible Crys, letting fall from the Top fuch a terrible Shower 
of great Stones and entire Rocks, as barr'd up the Way, after 
having born down every thing it met with. This firft 
charge did great damage, and it would have been much 
greater, if Enfign Chriftoval del Coral, and Bernal Diaz, 
del Caftillo, who advanc d before the reft, had not retir'd to 
the hollow of a Rock, and advis'd the reft to halt, and 
leave the Path, it being impoflible to go on, without fal- 
ling into greater danger. The General was fenfible, that 
there was no continuing the Attack that way, and fearing 
they would all have perifh'd, fent them Orders immediate- 
ly to retire, which they did with the fame Danger. This 
Action coft the Lives of four Spaniards ; Captain Pedro 
de Barba was hurt, and many others wounded. Cortex was 
inwardly fretted at this difgrace, as being in effecl: owing 
to his own imprudence ; but in publick he call'd it the 
Chance of War, hiding the weaknefs of his Excufes with 
menaces againft the Enemy. 

H e ftrait refolv'd to advance with fome of his Captains, 
in fearch of a lefs dangerous Path, whereby to gain the top 
of the Mountain : And to this refblution he was equally 
carried, by a defire of revenging his lofs, and by the incon- 
veniency of continuing his march with thcEnemy at his back. 
Neverthelefs, he could not put this defign in execution ;. 
for at the fame time he difcover'd an Ambuicadc, which ^ave 
him an opportunity of coming fooner to an Engagement. 
A Body of the Enemy's Troops, which had been polled on 
the other fide of the Mountain, coming down and poflfcll- 
ing thcmielves or a Wood near the Road, watch'd an oppor- 
tunity to charge the Rear of the Spaniards when they Hiould 
fee them engag'd in the DehJees; and had alfo <*iven notice 
to thofc above, to come down and attack the Vanguard at 
the fame time : And this Stratagem of the Barbarians fhows, 
what Mafters Hatted and Malice arc, in the Arts of War. 

Hern an Cortkz eaufed his Troops to make the 
fame movement, as if lie delignd to continue his march, 
laying open his Flanks to the Mexicans in Ambufcade, and 

ght they were lecure, turned fhort upon them: 



But they fled (0 nimbly 



bv 



nefs of the Woods, that he did them little damage; and 
perceiving at the fame time, that the fugitives took the 

\\ oad 
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Road of Guaflepeque, he detach'd his Cavalry for the pur* 
fuit, and made the Infantry advance fome Paces. This 
Motion ferv'd to difcover that the Mexicans above had 
bandoned their Fort, and were following the March of the 
Spaniards by the Tops of the Mountains ; fo that die In- 
convenience of leaving the Enemy behind, now ceafing, 
the Army purfued their way without any other oppofitiom 
than "the Crys of the Enemy, till about a League and a half 
forward, they came to another Fortrefs like the former, which 
the Mexicans had garrifon'd ; and tho' their Cries and Me 



naces fufficiently provok'd the General, it was too near Ni 
and he had a fatal Experience too frefli in his Memory, to 
engage with them a-new, without further precaution. 

H 1 s Army encamped near a little forfaken Village on 
the Top of an Eminence, from whence they could difcover 
the neighbouring Mountains. The Soldiers fufFer'd very 
much in this Place for want of Water, and Thirft was an 
Enemy, alone fufficient to difturb their Hours of Reft. 
In the Morning they found relief from fome Springs which 
were not far from the Camp ; and Cortex commanding the 
Army to follow him, advanced to view the Fortrefs of 

Enemies had pofleiTed themfelves, and found it 



inacceffible than the former : for the Road 



up made feveral Turns, and was throughout expofed to 
the Darts of the Enemy. But obferving another Eminence 
within Musket-fliot, which the Enemy had neglected, he 
commanded Verdugo Barb a and Atdcrete, to mount with 
the Musketeers, and feize it, in order to embarrafs the 
Mexicans in their Defence of the other Hill. This was 
prefently put in execution, by taking a Road covered 
from the Enemy, who frighted at the number of Men who 
were kill'd by the firft difcharge of the Fire- Arms, thoug" 



a confiderable Town joining to their 



Fortrefs. The Spaniards below guefs'd the truth of what 
had happened by the ceafing of the Enemies Cries j and as 
they were preparing for the Attack, difcovered from the 

hbourinc; Height, that the Mexicans had entirely aban- 
d their "Fort, and were flying to the diftant parts of 
Country : fo that Cortex thought it unncccftary to take 



of that Poft, which lie did not defign to keep, and 



of no Importance after is was quitted by the E 



ncmy. 

B t) t before the Army rencw'd their March, they dif- 
covered feveral Women on the top of the Hill, calling out 



B b 



lor 
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for Peace, hanging out white Cloths, which they waved 
up and down, and accompanying thefe with other 
figns of Submimon, that obliged Gortez, to fend for < them* 
"fhe Cazique immediately came down* and offer d hiS- O- 
feedience, fubmitting not only the" Fort where he re(ided y 
but the other alfo which they had left behind, and which 



belonged to his Jurifdicfion. He made an Apology with 
the air of a Man that fpoke Truth, and laid all the blame 
of the Refinance the Army had met with upon thofe Moun- 
tains on the Mexicans, who were too powerful for him. 
Hernan Cortez, admitted his Excufes, either that he believ'd 
them true, or that he thought it not a proper time to exar 
mine them ftricfly. The Cazique feemed very much con- 
cerned that he Ihould pais through his Territories without 



receiving the Submiifion of his VaflTals ; and Cortez,, to (a- 
tisfy him, Was obliged to fend two Companies of Spaniards 
to take poifeflion in the Name of the Emperor, according 
to the cuftom obferved at that time. 

After this Ceremony was over, which did not detain 
them long, the Army march'd on to Guaftepeque, a popu- 
lous Town, which Gonz>alo de Sandoval had left in Peace, 
and which they found as full of Inhabitants, and as well 
ftock'd with Provifionsas, if it had been a time of Peace, or 
they had fuffered nothing by Oppreflion from the Mexi- 
cans. 

The Cazique with the principal Inhabitants came to 
wait upon Cortex, to alfure him of his Obedience, and in- 
vite him to accept of a Lodging he had prepared for the 
Spaniards in his own Palace, and other Lodgings in the 
City for the Commanders of the Confederate Troops ; pro- 
mising to fupply the reft with all neceflary Provifions, 
which he accordingly performed with great Prudence and 
Liberality. 

H i s Palace was fb fumptuous a Building, that it might 
vye with thofe of Motez^uma, and fo large, that all the Spa- 
niards were lodged in it with eafe. In the Morning he 
carried them into a Garden he kept for his Diverfion (no- 
thing inferior to that of Jzstafalapa) whofe Spacioufnefs 
and Fertility the Spaniards greatly admired, becatife it far 
exceeded their Expectation, and was afterwards fpoke of as 
one of the Wonders of that new World : It was above half 
a League long, and near as much in Breadth ; the Ground 

was level and uniform, and regularly divided into Plats, 

with 
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with alt the Bruit- Trees and ffants, which chat Country 

with fe vera! great Ponds whicb ueceivedb the . Wu? 




tier of the -neighbouring Mountains^ arad feveialt Sguai^sc aft 
ter the manner of Parterres full o£ Flowers and me 
Kerbs, cultivated with great cate and placed in exa& <^der ; 
the Work of a powerful Lord, who had a tafte of Asm 
culture, and had ftudied t>o heighten the Beauties of Nature 
with the Ornaments of Art. • ■ '■ ■ 

Corte % endeavourd to engage this Cazique in his 



Intereft by fome Prefents; but deceiving Advice, as be was 
entering into the Garden, that the Enemy were expe&in 




him at Q^Gblavaca, (a Town lying in the way, he was to pafs 
he took but little pleafure in tne Realities of the Place', 
and gave Orders for the Army immediately to march, not 
without fome Concern that he had ftaid longer than he 
ought For fuch is the Nature of Care, with great difficulty 
to admit of Interruption, and if for a while diverted, to 
return again with greater violence. 




CHAP. XVIII. 

The Army paffes on to Quatlavaca, 'where the 
Mexicans receive a new Defeat ; from thence 
to Suchimilco, where Cortez ftirmofints a 

great Dijficulty, and if in danger of being 
loft. 

uat lavaca was a populous Town, Itrong by Na- 
ture, fituate between Barrancas, or breajcings of the 
Earth above eight Fathoms deep, which ferv'd as a 
Ditch to the Place and PalTages for the Water that defcended 
from the Mountains. The Army arrived at this Place after 
having fubdued all the Towns which lay in their way without 
any difficulty. The Mexicans had cut down the Bridges, and 
cover'd the Banks with fuch a number of Soldiers, that 
the Parage feemed impoffible. But Cortez, drew up his 

Army 
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Army r atf a xom venient d iftance,; and while the 'J$$miafd t s an4 

Coiffederatesiendeav.our'd:fto jdi.vert: cbe Enemy, with.. 

Fire- Arms and -Arrows, hp ::wmc. ! t0/yi©w j ; the; iB^nca ; #n^ 
finding it <ac£ome fdiftanceoldker muihj ,narro itBVu he immjer? 
diately ordered two. or tkeeedBridges so ihe; nxodsM £ree3 -jEjif 




the Root, which tfeaeifd from Orie ifide to therother, /an<| 
which v laid together as well ak; was poilible, . made] : a- way, ^h 





ibmewhat dangerous, for the Infantry, to, pals 
of the Vanguard lea vingxixzoTlajcalawso keep the' Enemy 
in play, immediately pafsU over and iorm'd & Battalion c pri 
the other fide of the Ditchy which: was. continually augmented 
by the other. Allies; But the iMexkflns who- were quic 
fenfible of their .Negligence, poured down* upon 




that had pafted ■: with lbs imuch. Resolution, jihat they had 
much-, to do to keep their ground ; and the> Succefs had 



been very doubtful, if Cortex had; not opportunely ar- 
rived, followed by Olid, Ahvarado^ and Tapa. who whilft 
the Foot were getting oyer, had found out a PafTage for 
the Horfe, which tho' a very difficult and dangerous one, was 
of great ufe in the extream danger to which the Spaniards 

reduced. 



Tff Horfe wheel'd about in order to charge the Mexi- 
cans in the Rear, which they did, aflifted by fome Foot 
brought to their. Succour by r Bernal DiaZj del Caftillo ; who 
pufti'd on by his Courage, -had pafled • die Ditch by the 



means of two or three Trees which were fallen down by 
their own weight, and lay,' a cro^ the "Barranca. * Several 
Spaniards quitted the Skirrhijh to -follow tile "Example of 



Viaz>, as did a confiderable number J df Indians, who all 
mixed with the Horfe when they- mao'e-theif Charge. 

B.u T the Mexicans, who now faw the danger that threat- 
ned them in the midft of their Fortifications, gave themfeives 
for loft, and difperfing, fought only to efcape in the beft 
manner they could to the Mountains. They loft great Num- 
bers, both in.the defence of the Ditch, and in their Flight; 
.ii^V^f hdiejS ' thcs '^re'ateft part laved themfelves 'among the 
Rocks ■ and Precipices, where it was not poffible ito purfue 
them. The Town' was found entirely abando^fe'd* v but. with 

iven 

chief Inhabits who 1 . were' Villi ng to^'brnftj Called to the 
Spaniards from the further fide ot tlfe^Dirch, 'dewing leave 
return to the , Town, and prepare Quarters tor the 
i - Troops J ; 





Book'V. ^/Mexico, or New Spain, ioi 

Troops ; which was immediately granted, and they Were of 
ufe after wards, ; rather by the notice they gaVe'of the Ene- 
my's - Motions, and by their Knowledge of the Country, 
than -for any want the Spaniards had of dieir Offers, or 
anyclependance they had on their Excufes, the neighbour-* 
hood of Mexico keeping them in a neceffary Subjection. 

Early the next Morning the: Army took the Road of 
Snchimilco, a Place which deferved the name of a City* 
feated on the edge of a Frefli- Water Lake, which had a com- 
munication with the great Lake ; the Buildings were partly 
on the Land, and partly in the Water, where a great num- 
ber of Canoes ferved them to pafs from place to place : 
It was of great importance to take a view of this Poftj 
which was within four Leagues of Mexico : but the March 
was very troublefome j for after they had palled a Defilee 
three Leagues long, they came into a barren dry Coun- 
try, where the Soldiers fuffered very much for want of 
Water ; the Fatigue of the March and the Heat of the Sun 
increafing their Thirft to fuch a degree, that at their en- 
trance into a Foreft of Pines, they were infenfible of any 
Relief from its Shade. 

Near the Road they found fome Houfes within the 
Jurifdiction of Suchimilco, built for Farm-Houfes, or for 
Pleafure, by *he Inhabitants of that Place. Here the Ar- 
my lodged, and enjoyed that Night the Reft and Refrefh- 
ment they fo much wanted. The Enemy had purpofely 
quitted them, to wait the Spaniards in a ftronger Poft. 
Cortez, drew up his Army in order of Battel at break of 
day, and began his march, expecting to meet with a good 
deal of difficulty in his prefent Enterprize ; it not being 
likely that the Mexicans would leave Suchimilco, a Poft 
of fb great importance, and i'o near to Mexico, without a 
ftrong Garrifon, efpecially fince all thoie who had efcaped 
from the pad Engagements, were retired to that Place. 

His Conjectures proved right, for the Enemy (the re- 
lation of whofe Numbers may be true, but fliall be omitted 
as improbable) had drawn up their Battalions in a Plain 
at fome diftance from the City, having a great and rapid 
River in their Front, which difcharged irielf into the Lake. 
They had double-lined the Banks of this River, and di(- 
pofed their main Body for the defence of a wooden 
Bridge, which they would not cut down, having barricaded 
it with Planks and Fafcine.s, and fuppofing, that tho' this 

C c For- 
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Fortification fhojild Deforced, they : flaould have a furfici 

im the narrdwnefs of ; the Pafs, ; and be able 
deftroy their Enemies ;as faft as they came !Ovpr theprid 
Hern an Gortez peirceived the difficulty, bu 





ppearing concerned, extended the: Troops of the ^11 



along the Bank of the River; and,, whilft both Sides. 



difcharging their Arrows at each other with little effect-he 
commanded the Spaniards to advance, and gain the Bridge. 
The Spaniards . met with fuch an obftinate Refiftance, . that 



thev were twice repulfed, ,but returning a third time to 



the Attack with greater. Vigour, and making ufe of 



Enemy's Trenches againft them, they foon became Matters 
of thePafs; which fo difcouraged the Mexicans, that 



began every where to fly, their Commanders ordering the 
Signal for a Retreat, either to cover their Difbrder, or 
with a defign to rally. 

The Spaniards made hafte to feize upon the Ground 
the Mexicans had quitted, and at the fame time feveral 
Companies of Hafcala and Te&euco threw themfelves into 
the River, and fwam to the other fide, where they joined 
the Army. The Enemy were drawn up in Order of Battel 
under the Walls of the Town, but upon the firft Advance 
of the Spaniards they began to retire, provoking them ftill 
by their Cries, and fome Difcharges of Arrows, which did 
no execution, to llgnify that they retreated out of choice. 
However, Cortex fell upon them with fo much V _ 
that at the very firft Charge it was feen how near their af 
fected Valour was to Fear. They continued retiring into 
the City, in the Entrance of which they loft great numbers, 
and fheltring themfelves within the Barricades, with which 
they had blocked up the Streets, began again to ufe their 
Arms, and defy their Enemies. 

Hernan Cortex left a part of his Troops without the 
Town to fecure his Retreat, and to oppofe any Attacks 
that might be made from abroad, and entred with the reft 
to purfue the Chace. For which purpofe, ordering fome 
Companies to force the Barricades in the Streets, on the 
Right and Left, he advanced to the principal one, where the 
Enemy had their greateft Force. With fome difficulty he 
•broke thro' their Blocade, and, carried away by the 



Tranfports .of his Courage, forgot the Care he oug 
to have had of his Perfon ; for throwing himfelf with more 
Bravery than Prudence into the mid ft of a multitude or 

Enemies, 

7 
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Enemies, he found himfelf furrounded by 'them, when he 
would have returned to the afliftance of his Men. He 

himfelf for fome time with the utmoft Cou- 




rage, until his Horfe, being tired, fell under him, and put 



m in extreme danger of his Life. Thofe who were 



neareft, immediately advanced, and, before he was in a 
condition to. make ufe of his Arms, he was in a manner 
taken ; the only thing that defended him, being the great 
defire the Mexicans had to take him alive, for a Prefent to 
their Emperor. At this inftant, Chrifoval de Olea, Native 
of Medina del Campo, a Soldier of diflinguifhed Valour, 
who was not far off, faw the Diftrefs of his General, and 
calling to fome Tlafcalans who were fighting near him, 
forced his Way to the Place with fo much refolution, and 
was fo well feconded by thofe that followed him, that, 
after having killed with his own Hand thofe who preffed 
mofl upon his General, he had the good fortune to reftore 
him to his Liberty. Cortex immediately made ufe of it 
to pufh the Enemy, who efcaping to that Part of the City 
which flood in the Water, left the Spaniards Matters of 
all the Streets upon the firm Land. 

Cortez came off with two flight Wounds, and Olea 
with three dangerous Cuts of a Sword, whofe Scars were 
afterwards honourable Marks of his Exploit. Herrera 
faith, that Cortex owed his Liberty to a Tlafcalan, unknown 
both before and after, and relates the Action as a kind of 
a Miracle ; but Bernai Diaz*, who was one of the fir ft that 
came to the relief of the General, attributes the whole Ho- 
nour to Olea ; and the Defendants of this valiant Man, 
(leaving to God the Glory which is his due) may very 
well be excufed, if they rather believe an Author who re- 
lates what he faw, than one who goes upon Conjectures. 
Whilst this Engagement lafted in the Town, the 



Troops that were without, under the Command of Olid y 
Alvarado, and Tapia, were not idle : The Nobles of Mex- 
ico made an extraordinary effort to reinforce the Garrifon 
of SuchimiltOyWhoCe Confer vation the Emperor Guatimoz.in 
had very much at heart. They embarked with ten thou- 
fand chofen Men, and landed at fome diftance from the 
Town, knowing that the Spaniards were engaged in the 
Streets, and defigning to fall upon their Rear : but they 
were difcovercd, and charged with fo much Refolution, 
that they were glad to reimbark, leaving a good number 

of 
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of their Men upon the Field : But it appeared, by the refill 
tance they made, that they were led by valiant Comman- 
ders ; and the Difpute was fo warm, that the three Spamfe 
Captains were wounded, befides a confiderable number of 
S-paniJl) and Tlafcalan Soldiers. 

This happy Succefs made Her nan Cortex Mafter of the 
Field, and of all the Streets and Buildings upon the firm 
Land, and haying placed fufficient Guards on the Water- 
fide, he lodged his Troops in great Porticoes, near the 
principal Temple ; which, having a fort of a Wall capable 
of refilling the Arms of the Mexicans, feemed commo- 
dious for the Repofe of the Soldiers, and the Cure of 
their Wounds. At the fame time he ordered lome Com- 

t 

panies to mount, and view the Top of the Temple, which 
being found forfaken, he polled an Officer, and twenty or 
thirty Spaniards in the upper Court, with orders to be 
alert, and to relieve the Gentries often, that they might 
obferve every thing- that palled both by Land and by Wa- 
ter : A very neceflary Precaution, and of which the Ufe- 
fulnefs was foon experienced ! for at the clofe of the Even- 
ing, they gave notice, that they had difcovered on the 
Side of Mexico^ above two thoufand armed Canoes, that 
advanced with all the fpeed their Oars would permit ; by 
which timely Advice, the Spaniards were enabled to pre- 
vent the Dangers of the Night, by doubling their Guards 
at the Landing-Places ; and in the Morning they faw the 
Enemy difembark at a great diflance from the City, in ap- 
pearance about fourteen or fifteen thoufand Men. 

Herman Cortez, went out to receive them, chufing an 
advantageous Piece of Ground for his Horfe, and leaving 
a good Part of his Troops for the defence of his Quar- 
ters. The two Armies quickly drew near, and the Mexi- 
cans began the Charge, but upon receiving the firfl Fire, 
they gave ground ; fo that the reft of our Troops coming 
up Sword in Hand, and charging them briskly, they foon 
turned their backs, and fled ; and the whole Action was 
lather a Chace than a Victory. 

Cortez continued four Days in Suchirnilco, for the 
Recovery of his Wounded, the Troops never quitting their 
Arms, becaufe the Neighbourhood of Mexico made it eaiy 
for the Enemy to fend Succours from thence ; and even 
when they were free from thofe Alarms, the Apprehenfion 
of them was fufficient to fatigue the Soldiers. 

The 
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The Day appointed for the Retreat came, which was 
executed, as had been refolded ; the Enemy ftill con- 
tinuing their Perfection, and fometimes advancing to 
feize: the 4^ult Panes, in order to difturb the inarch i 
but this Oppofition was eafify overcome, and with 
confiderable Advantage \ and Hernan Corpezj returned to 
Te&euco, with the fatisfadbion of having obtained the two 
Ends he propofed by - this Sally, / the Knowledge of Suchi- 
milco (a Place of importance to his Defigns) and breaking 
the Force of. the Enemy, in order to their weaker defence 
of Mexico. However, he was inwardly duTatisfied" and 
melancholy for having. loft nine or ten Spaniards in this 
Expedition for, befides thofe that were killed at the 
firft Aflault of the Mountains, the Mexicans took three or 
four alive at ' Sftchimilco, as they were pillaging one of the 
Houfes in the Water ; and two of his Servants, who fell 
into an Ambufcade, by imprudently feparating from the 
Army. What mightily increafed his Concern, was the Cir- 
cumftanceof their being taken alive, in order to be facri- 
ficed upon the Altars of the Indian Idols ; . and their Mif- 
fortune recalled to his Mind his own. paft: Danger (when 
in the Enemy's power) of dying after the fame; Aborrny 
nable manner* But he always made reflections too late on 
the Importance of his Life ; for when a time of Action 
came, he confulted only the Motions of his Valour, and 
poftpon'd the hearing or what Prudence might remonftrate, 
to another time. 




CHAP. 
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HE Brigantines were now in a condition to be 
launched, and the Canal had Depth and Capa- 
city fufficient to receive them : All other nece£ 
fary Preparations went on with vigour great 
Quantities or Arms were made for the Indians, an exact 
account taken of all the Stores in the Magazines, and all 
the Artillery was proved. The Day was appointed tor the 
Confederate Caziques to appear at the Rendevouz with 
their Troops ; and particular care was taken to bring Pro- 
vifions continually to the Place of Arms, partly tor the 
fake of the Ranfoms or Trafficking, and partly as the Di£ 
charge of an Obligation the Confederates were under. The 
General looked into the mod: minute Matters that related 
to the carrying on of the War, wherein great Dangers are 
often occalioned by fmail Faults, and therefore a very ex- 
tenfive Prudence is required. 

But whilft Hernan Cortex had his thoughts employed 
in thete Affairs, a new Accident happened, which gave him 
much trouble, try'd his Valour, and was a convincing 
Proof of his Judgment : A Spaniard, who had been long 
in the Service, came to him rull of concern, and defired to 
fpeak with him in private ; when that was granted, he in- 
formed him, that during his Abfence, a Contpiracy had 
been formed again ft his Life, and the Lives of all his 
Friends. The Author of it (as lie faid) was a private Sol- 

d i e r. 
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dier, of very fmall note, as may be fuppofed, fince the 
nrft crime we hear of his Name; is with his Crime. He 
was called Antonio de Villafana, and his firft Intention; was 
to -get off from that Enterprize, the ; Difjieulties • wjiereof 
to him appeared infuperable. He fhewed; his Vneau- 



nefs. at firft by murmuring, and foon ' proceeded 
dangerous Refolutions. . He, and. thofe ,of . his . Faction 



blamed the General for his obftinate Purfuit of that : Con- 
queft, declaring they would not caft them/elves away, to 
gratify his Raflinefs, and talking of returning to the Ifland 
of Cuba, as of a thing very eafy to be performed* They 



met to confult about this Point with much Secrecy, and 
tho' they found no great difficulty in quitting the Gamp, 
and parfmg as far as Tlafcala, by virtue ,of a fuppofed 
Order from the General, the Inconvenience of going to 
Vera Cruz* (which was unavoidable, in order to embark) 
immediately occurred : for there they could not pretend a 
CommiiTion or Leave from Cortex, without a Pafs un- 
der his Hand, nor avoid the Danger of being caft into a 
Goal, and feverely punifhed. This put them to a non- 
plus, and yet they perfifted in their Refolution of with- 
drawing themfelves, without fixing on the Way how H to 

pais it. 




Antonio de Villafana, at whofe Quarters they held 
all their Affemblies, at laft propofed, that all might be 
brought to pafs, by killing Cortex and his chief Counfel- 
lors, and electing another General in his room, who had 
not fet his heart fo much upon the Conqueft of Mexico, 
and who would be more governable ; under whofe Com- 
mand they might retreat, without the name of Fugitives, 
and give it the turn of a piece of fervice to Velafques, 
whofe Reprefentation of it to the Court of Spain, it might 
be efteemed as a Service done to the King. They all ap- 
proved of the Project, and embracing Villafana, the Tu- 
mult began, by applauding the Sedition : they immediately 
drew up a Writing, figned'by all that were prefent, whereby 
they obliged themfelves to follow Villafana in the execu- 
tion of this horrible Attempt ; and this Affair was managed 
with fo much dexterity, that the Numbers of thofe who 
figned, increafed confiderably : and it was to be feared, 
that the fecret Contagion might break out into fuch an 
Evil, as would admit of no Remedy. 



Thet 



lo8 n&fSftwy wfi the GorqiMsW BqojscV. 

Th e y had 'agreed €o feign a J&cquefrirdm < J 

i£Mztf,< ana tb^ give k:*b cthe fenetal 





he T WaS at stable ' with .'his ;^oAipam<m%\\ali of:„them 

gdfcig r in together, unctecoloutf oftiibaringirh©iN^ws :and 



that whilft Cohe& was -employed mqr^adingvsh^firft Letter 
they ; #LOiild Make life df 'that Opportunity tb murder him 
arid' all his Friends with*- their Pbnyards .;. after which, they 
were : to go out] ; and prod aim Liberty in die Srreets,: which 
they thought 5 Was fuffmieuc to mak© the Army; .declare; for 
ibepd - and put - to death the reft than were fu£pec~ted. The 
Potions they 'had marked out for Deft ruction,; ■ according to 
their r blind Notions, were Chriftoval de Olid, Gon&alo de 
Siiridohal, Pedro de Alvctrcido, and his Brothers, Artdnes de 
^F^M the tWo ordinary • Alcaldes, Luis Marin, Pedro de 
Irci^'Bemd'Diaz, del Caftillo, and fome other Soldiers, Fa- 
vourites of the General They had agreed to. chufe Fran- 
cifco > Wer dugo "for their Captain General, becaufe he had 
married a Sifter of Diego Velafques, and therefore they 
di ought he might be eahly brought over, and, was the pro- 

" - Perfon to fupport" and credit their Party. But as 
they' knew lie was a Man of Honour, and an Enemy to 







acquaint him with their Defign 
till the Crime was once committed, when they concluded 
he would be obliged to take upon himfelf the Employment, 



prevent greater Evils 

S 

his Life as a Reward of his Fidelity, for he was one"en- 

edin the Confpiracy. Hernan Cortex refolved to aflift 



given by the Soldier, who begeed 




in Perfon at the feizing of Villcifana, and at the firft 
meafures that were to be taken, to convict him of his 
Crime ; becaufe the clearing up, or obfcuring of the Truth, 
ufually depends on thefe firft Steps. The Importance of 
the Affair required no lefs Precaution, and it was no time 
to obferve the flow Proceedures of judiciary Forms. He 
went immediately to fecure Villafana, attended by the two 
Alcaldes, and fome of his Captains, and found him in his 
Quarters, with three or four of his Accomplices. The 
trotible he was in at the fight of his General, was his firft 
Conviction ; and Cortex, after he had ordered him to be 

in Irons, caufed all to retire, pretending to examine 
in private ; when, making his advantage of the ac- 
count that had been given him, he took out of his Bofom 
the Paper flgncd by all the Confpirators. He read it, and 

found 




r 
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found the Names, of fome Perfons, whofe Infidelity r&y 



much increafed his Concern ; but concealing it from, his 




Friends, he caufed the Soldiers, who were found witla Villa- 
fana to be put into another Prifon, and then withdrew, 
leaving Inftructions with the Officers of Juftice, to proceed 
upon his Tryal with all polCble fpeed, without taking any 
notice of his Accomplices. There was not much to do in 
it j- for Villafana being convicted by the feizing of his Paper, 
and believing that his Friends had betrayed him, immediate- 
ly confelTed his Crime : whereupon they proceeded againft 
him by the Rules of military Juftice, and condemned him 
to die, which Sentence (after allowing him the neceflary 
time for difcharging his Duty as a Chriftian) was put in exe- 
cution that very Night, and the next Morning he was feen 
hanging at the Window of his own Lodging ; fo that the 



Punifhment was feen at the fame time that the Caufe of it 
was publifhed, the Guilty being ftruck with Fear, and the 
reft with an Abhorrence of the Crime. 

C o r t e z was equally afflicted and provoked to fee the 
Number of thofe concerned in the Confpiracy ; but it was 
no proper time to fatisfy Juftice by the loft of fo many 
Spaniards at the beginning of his Enterprize ; and therefore 
to avoid punifliing the Guilty, and at the fame time the 
Inconveniences of Impunity, he gave it out, That Villafana 
had fwallowed a Paper, torn in pieces, which he believed 
contained the Names or Hands of the Confpirators. Soon 
after, he aftembled his Captains and Soldiers, and gave them 
a fummary Account of the horrid Defign and Confpiracy of 
Vtllafana againft his Life, and the Lives of many there pre- 
fent ; adding, " That he thought himfelf very happy in 



not knowing whether he had any Accomplices ; tho' the 
great care Villafana took to deftroy that Paper he carried 
in his Bofbm, made him fufpect he had fome ; but that 
" he did not deftre to know them : and onlv intreated his 



it 




" Friends to enquire whether the Spaniards had any Com- 
" plaint to make of his Proceedings : heeaule he was defi- 
u rous, above all things, to give entire Satisfaction to his 
Soldiers, and was ready to correct his own Faults, as 
he knew how to ufe the Rigour of Juftice, when the 
Lenity of his Punifhments made them lofe their In- 
" fluence." 

A t the fame time he ordered the Soldiers, that had 
been taken with Villafana, to be fet at liberty ; and this 

E e Deck- 
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Declaration of his Mind, confirmed by the Care he took, to 
fliew no Change in his Countenance to thofe who had 
offended, fully perfiiaded them that he was ignorant of 
their Crime ; and they afterwards ferved with extraordinary 
Care, to remove any Sufpicions of their Fidelity. 

I t was a very important Act of Prudence to conceal that 
Paper of Subfcriptions, to avoid lofing fo many Spaniards^ 
of whom he flood in need at that time ; but it was a greater 
Action to conceal his Indignation, fo as not to give them 
the leaft Occafion of Diflruft : It fliewed that his Reafon 
was free, and that he had an abfolute Command of his 
Paffions. However, not thinking fuch an exceflive Security, 
which lays Care afleep, and feems to invite Danger, to be 
confident with Difcretion, he then ordered twelve Men for 
the Guard of his Perfon, commanded by an Officer ; and 
'tis likely he made Life of this Opportunity, that the People 
might, without Surprize, fee this new Addition to the Sup- 
port of his Authority. 

Soon after, he was perplexed with another Affair, 
which tho' of a different fort, had yet fome Circumftances of 
Sedition : for Jficotencal, who commanded the fii ft Troops 
that came from Tlajcala, either upon fome Difguft, which 
may 'eafily be fuppofed, confidering his haughty Temper, 
or that he ftill preferved in his Mind fome Remains of his 
former Enmity, refolved . to leave the Army : Aflembling 
fome Companies, which, upon his earneft Intreaty, offered 
to ftand by him. He took the advantage of the Night for 
his Retreat and Hernan Cortez>, who was prefently in- 
formed of it by the Tlafcalans themfelves, was much con- 
cerned at a Behaviour of fuch dangerous Confequence, of 
fo confiderable a Commander among thofe Nations, at a 
time when he was juft ready to put his Defigns in execu- 
tion. He fent fome noble Indians of Te&cuco after him, to 
perfuade him to return, : or at leaft to* ftay till he had heard 



what he had to offer ; but the Anfwer of XicotcncaU (which 
was not only refolute, but difcourteous, and with Contempt) 
fo provoked Cortex, that he immediately fent three Com- 
panies of Spaniards, with an additional Force of Te^mcan 
Indians and Chalqucfcs, with Orders to take him Pnfoner, 
or kill him in cafe of Refiftance. The latter was put in 
execution, for he made an obftinate Defence to the lafl ; 

and the Tlafcalans, who followed him contrary to their own 
Inclination, fhewed but little Refolution upon this Occa- 
fion, 
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fion, and returned with the Spaniards to the Army, leaving 
their Commander hanging upon a Tree. 

Thus Bernal Diaz, del Cafiillo reports this Action ; but 
Antonio de Herrera fays, he was brought to Te&0^-..,and 
that Hernan Cortez, by virtue of a Power from the Repub- 
lick of TLafcala, hanged him publicity in the City : which is 
not fo likely, becaufe he might have run a rifque amono, fb 
great a Number of Tlajcalans, who could not but relent the 
Affront of fo ftiameful a Punifhmenr, inflicted on the Perfon 
of one of the fir ft xMen of their Nation. 
"Some fay that the Spaniards fent after him by Gortez, 
had private Orders to kill him, which feems to me- tfierfa- 
feft Refolution could have been taken : but which wnv fo- 
ever it was done, the extraordinary Forefmht and Prudence 
of the General in managing this Affair cannot be denied, 
fince neither the Tlajcalans of the Army, nor the Repub- 
lick, nor even his own Father, made the leaft Complaint 
for his Death ; for having been informed fbme days be- 
fore, that the young Man fo far forgot himfelf as to fpeak 
ill of his Conduct, and endeavoured to difcredit among 
thofe of his Nation the Enterprize upon Mexico, Cortez, 
fent an Account of it to < Tlafcala y denting they would 
recall him, upon pretence of employing him elfe where, 
or make ufe of their Authority to correct his Difor- 
ders : And the Senate, in which his own Father was pre- 
fent, anfwered, That according to the Laws of the ,Re- 
publick, whofoever was guilty of Mutiny in the Army de- 
ferved Death, and that he might proceed againft him with 
the urmoft Rigour if he found it neceffary, as they would do 
both againft Xicotencal and all that followed him, it they 
returned to Tlafcala, This Permiffion gave Cortezj full 
Authority to punifh Xicotencal, yet he differed his Infolence 
for fome days, in hopes to reduce him by gentle means. 
But we are more inclined to believe that he was put to death 
without the Citv of Te&cuco, according to the Relation of 
Bernal Diaz, ; for Cortcz> very well knew the Difference 
between the Sight of an Action of fo much Severity, and 
the Relation of it after it was done : it being an evident 
Maxim, That the ftrongeft Impreffions upon the Mind, are 
thofe which affect the Eye ; whereas thofe received by the 
Ear, have neither the like Strength, nor Livelinels. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 

7fo Brigantines are launched, and the Army 

divided into three Parts for attacking the 
City at the fame time, by the Caufeways of 

Tacuba, Iztapalapa, and Cuyoacan. Her- 

nan Cortez advances upon the hake, and de- 
feats a great Fleet of Mexican Canoes. 

H O' thefe Accidents employed fome part of the 
Cares of the General, he did not omit any thing 
1 that was neceflary for the carrying on of his 
main Defign. The Brigantines were launched 
by degrees, a Work happily brought to a Conclufion by the 
Induftry of Martin Lopez,. Before the launching, they ce- 
lebrated a Mafs of the Holy Ghoft, at which Cortez, re- 
ceived the Communion with all the Spaniards. The Prieft 
blefTed the Hulls, and gave each of them its Name, ac- 
cording to the Cuftom ot the Sea ; and whilft they were 
carrying on board the Sails, Rigging, and whatever elfe was 
wanting, Cortez, reviewed his Spaniards under Arms : they 
cOnfifted of nine hundred Men, of which a hundred four- 
fcore and fourteen were Fire-Arms and Crofs-Bows, the reft 
were armed with Sword and Buckler, and Lance ; eighty 
fix Horfe, and eighteen Pieces of Cannon, the three largeft 
of Iron, and the other fifteen Falconets of Brafs, with fuffi- 
cient Stores of Powder and Ball. 

Cortez put five and twenty Spaniards on board each 
VelTeL, under the Command of a Captain, with twelve 
Rowers, fix on each Side, and one Piece of Artillery. The 
Captains were Pedro de Barba, Native of Sevill ; Garcia 
de Holquin of Caz,eres y Juan Portillo of Portillo, Juan 
Rodriguez, de ViUefucrte ot Medellin, Juan Jaramillo of 
Sahat terra in Eflremadura, Miguel Diaz, of Auz, an Ara- 

gonian, 
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gonian, Franc if co Rodriguez* Magarino of Meri da ',' Chrifio- 
val Flores of Valencia de Don Juan, Antonio de Caravaxal. 
of Zamora, Geronimo Ruiz, de la Mota of Burgos^ Pedro 
iBrionei of Salamanca, Rodrigo Morejon de Lobera of Me- 
dina del Campo, and Antonio Sotelo of Zamora, who imme- 
diately embark'd, each one prepared to defend his own Vef- 
fel, and fuccour the reft. 

Things being thus difpofed for the Entry by the Lake, 
Cortez, refolved, with the Approbation of his Captains, to 
poffefs himfelf at the fame time of the three principal 
Caufeways of Tacuba, Jz>tapalapa, and Cuyoacan, without re- 
arding that of Suchimilco, that he might avoid Separating 
his Troops too far, and poll: them where they might re- 
ceive his Orders with leaft Difficulty. To this end, he 
divided his Army into three Bodies, and committed the 
Expedition of 'Tacuba to Pedro de Aharado, with the 
Title of Governor and Commander in Chief of that 
Avenue : He had under his Command a hundred and fifty 
Spanifh Foot, and thirty Horfe, in three Bodies, led 
by the Captains Jorge de Aharado, Gutiere de Badajozj, and 
Andres de Monjaraz,, with thirty thoufand .Hafcalans, and 
two Pieces of Artillery. The Attack of Cuyoacan was com- 
mitted to the Colonel Chriftoval de Olid, with a hun- 
dred and fixty Spanifh Foot, in . three Companies, under: 
the Command of Francifco Verdugo, Andres de Tapia, 
and Francifco de Lugo, with thirty Horfe, two Pieces of 
Artillery, and thirty thoufand confederate Indians. Laftly, 
he gave the Charge of the Attack of I&tapalapa to Gon- 
z>alo de Sandoval, with an hundred and fifty Spaniards, 
commanded by the Captains Luis Marin, and Pedro de 



Jrcio, with two Pieces of Cannon, twenty four Horfe, with 
all the Troops of Chalco, Guaxocingo, and Cholula, amount- 
ins; to above forty thoufand Men. In this Number of In- 
dians who ferved at the three Attacks, we follow the Opi- 
nion of Herrera, for Bernal Diaz, del Caffillo allows no 
more than 8000 Hafcalans to each of the three Captains, 
and repeats it fometimes, that they were rather an Hin- 
drance, than any Advancement to the Service ; without 
telling us what became of fb many thoufand Men as came 
from ""all Pairs to the Siege of that City : which plainly 
fhews the Vanity he had of attributing all the Glory of 
the Action to the Spaniards, in our Opinion without 
much Difcretion, becaufe it renders that incredible, which 



F f 



he 
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he would endeavour to extol, when the Truth it felf need- 

ed no Addition. 

Olid and Aharado marched together as far as^ jTrf- 

where they were to feparate* and took up xheir 
Quarters in that City without any Oppofition, the fame. fee* 
ing then abandoned, as were all the other Towns upon 
the Lake, the Inhabitants that were able to bear Arms, 
being all gone to Mexico, to defend their Capital, and 
the reft retired to the Mountains, with what Effects 
they could carry off! There they had Intelligence, that 
the Mexicans had formed a confiderable Body within 
half a League of the Town, to cover the Aqueducts which 
came from the Mountains of Chafulttfeque. Guatimoz^in took 
this feafonable Precaution, as loon as he received News of 
the Motions of the Spaniards, to preferve thofe Convey- 
ances which fupplied all the Fountains in the City with 
frefli Water. 

There appeared on that fide two or three Hows of Pipes, 
made of Trees hollo w'd, fupported by an Aqueduct of Lime 
and Stone, and the Enemy had call: up fome Trenches to cover 
the Avenue to it. But the two Captains marched out ofTacuba 
with mod of their Troops ; and tho' they met with a very 
obftinate Refiftance, they drove the Enemy from their Port, 
and broke the Pipes and Aqueduct in two or three Places, 
and the Water took its natural Courfe into the Lake. 
Thus Olid and Aharado began the Siege of this famous 
City, by cutting off their Water, obliging the Mexicans 
to feek it at a Diftance, in the Brooks that ran from the 
Mountains, and to employ their People and Canoes in Car- 
riage and Convoys. 

When this was over, Olid marched on with his Party, 
and took his Poft at Cuyoacan; and Cortezj allowing what 
time he thought fufficient for Sandoval to reach Jz>tapalapa, 
took upon himfelf the Command on the Lake, that he 
might overfee every thing, and carry Relief where it fhould 
be neceffary : He had with him Don Fernando, Lord of Te~ 
z,euco, and his Brother, called Suchel, a young Man of Spi- 
rit, who was baptized foon after, and took the Name of 
Carlos, as a Subject of the Emperor. Cortex left a fuffi- 
cient Number of Troops in that City, to cover his Place 
of Arms, and make fbme Excurfions to fecure the Com- 
munication of his Quarters. Having difpofed all things 
after this manner, he embark'd, drawing up his thirteen Bri- 

gantines 
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gamines in a Line, adorning them with Flags and Streamers, 
and whatever could add to the outward Show, and furprize 
the Enemy by the Novelty. 

His Defign was to draw near to Mexico, and fhew 
himfelf Lord of the Lake, and afterwards to fall upon 
tapdapa, being under fome Concern for Gonz^alo de San- 
doval, who had no VefTels to diflodge the Mexicans from 
that Part of the City which flood in the Water, and con- 
tinually ferved as a Retreat for their Canoes. But in his 
return, he difcovefd, at a lmall Diftance from the City, a 
little Ifland or Heap of Rocks, a confiderable Height 
above the Water, on the Top of which flood a pretty large 
Caftle, which the Enemy had ponefs'd themfelves of to no 
other end, dian to provoke the Spaniards with ill Language 
and Threats from a Poft where they thought themfelves out 
of danger of the Brigantines. Cortex did not think it con- 
venient to leave unpunifh'd this Inference in view of the 
City, whofe Terraces and Balconies were filled with innu- 
merable People, who came to fee the firft Action of the 
Fleet ; and finding his Captains were all of the fame Opi- 
nion, he drew near to the Shore of the Ifland, and landed 
with a hundred and fifty Spaniards, who took two or three 
different Paths that led to the top. They mounted with 
fome Difficulty, by reafon that the Enemy were nume- 
rous and made a brave Defence ; till defpairing of being 
able to make good the Eminence, they retired into the 



Caftle, where they were fo crowded, that they had not 

room to manage their Arms. Many perilh'd, tho' the moft 

were fpared, the Spaniards being unwilling to ftain their 

Swords in the Blood of thofe that furrender'd, or to be 

troubled with the Charge of Prifbners. 

Having, by this fhort Enterprize, chaftis'd the Mexicans, 

the Spaniards remind to their Brigantines ; but when they 

were difpofing themfelves to make for Izjapalapa, they 

were obliged to take other Mcafiires : for they iaw fome 

Canoes come out of Mexico, which advane'd upon the 

Lake, increafing continually in Numbers. The firft that 

advancd, rowing gently, were about five hundred, waiting 

for the reft to come up ; and in a fhort time, thofe whicn 

came out of the City, and others that joined them from 

neighbouring Places, made fo great a Number, that by the 

room they took up, it was judg'd they were above four 

thouland; which Multitude, with the Motion of their Fea- 
thers 
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thers and Arms, afforded a Sight both beautiful and terri- 
ble, and feemed to cover the Lake- 

C o r t e z drew up his Fleet in the Form of, a Half- 



Moon, that he rnisht extend his Front, and engage at Li 



berty : He confided in the Valour of his Soldiers, : and 
Advantage of his Brigantines, every one of which was able 



make Head againft a great Part of the Enemy's Fleet. 
With this Affurance, he advanced towards the Mexicans, to 
let them fee he did not decline the Battle, and then or- 
dered his Men to lie upon their Oars and reft, that they be- 
ing refreuYd, he might break in upon the Enemy with the 
areater Force ; for the Calmnefs of the Day left the whole 
Motion to the Labour of the Rowers The Mexicans did the 
fame, and perhaps for the fame Reafbn ; but the Divine Provi- 
dence, which had fo often appeared in favour of the Spaniards, 
fo order d it, that there came up a Land-Breeze ; which taking 
the Brigantines aftern, gave them all the Force that was ne- 
ceffary to fall upon the Mexicans : They began the Attack 
with the Artillery, at a convenient Diffance, and then the 
Brigantines made up with Sails and Oars, overfetting all 
tha? flood in their way.. The Fire- Arms and Crofs-Bows 
made their Difcharges, without lofing a Shot : The Wind 
too was favourable, driving the Smoke upon the Enemv 



blinding them after fuch a manner, that they were obliged 



B 



g 



back, to avoid it ; the Brigantines themfelves play- 
their Parts, {laving the fmaller VefTels, whofe Weak- 
ness made it eafy to fink them, without any danger 
from the Shock. The Nobles of Mexico, who were in 
the firft five hundred Canoes, made fome Oppofition ; but 
the reft was all Diforder and Confufion, the Canoes run- 
ning foul on and overfetting one another. The Enemy 
loft^moft of their Men, and their Fleet was entirely broke 
and defeated ; the Brigantines purfuing the miferable Re- 
mains with their Cannon-fhot, till they forced them into 
the Canals of the City of Mexico. 

T pi i s Victory was of great Moment, on account of the 
Reputation the Brigantines gain'd of being invincible ; and 
becaufe it was a great Difcouragement to the Mexicans, to 
Ice themfelves depriv'd of that Part of their Power, which 
confided in the dextrous Management and Swiftnefs of their 
Canoes : not for the Number of them that they then loft, 

fiderable, in regard of what they had ftiil 



Referve; but becaufe they were convince! that they 



f 
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of no ufe, and incapable of fuftaining the violent Shock 
of the Brigantines. The Spaniards remain'd Matters of 
the Lake, and Cortex fail'd about the City, firing fome 
Shot into it, rather by way of Triumph, than for any Da- 
mage he did the Enemy : Nor was he difpleafed to behold 
the Multitude of People that covered the Towers and tops 
of the Houfes, to fee the Event of the Engagement ; on the 
contrary, he was fo glad to have them Spectators of their 
own Lofs, that tho' in reality they were too many con- 
fidered as Enemies, he thought them too few as WitneiTes 
of his Exploit. 





H A 



XXI. 



Cortez goes to vieiv the three Bodies of his 
Troops, as they were pofied on the different 

Catij e ways of Cuyoacan, Iztapalapa, and 

Tacuba, and finds that in eaehPlaee y they had 
occafwn for the AJJi fiance of the Brigantines; 
whereupon he leaves four with Gonzalo de 

Sandoval, four with Pedro de Alvarado, and 
retires himfelfto Cuyoacan with the other 
five. 




O RTEZ chofe a Pott near Tez, 
might pafs the Night, and reft his 



Security 



b 



in the 



Morning, 



oop 



2 he 
with 



when the 



he d 



Brigantines were preparing to fail for Izjtapalav 



a 



fiderable number of Can 



up 



making the beft of their way towards Cuyoacan; where- 
he retblv'd to carry Succour to that Place fir ft, where 

ly wanted. It was not poilibie to come 



p with the Enemy 



Fl 



at the time 



Chriftoval de Olid 



but he arriv'd foon after them, 



gaged 



on the 
Caufe- 



1 1 8 The Hiftpry of the Co N quest Booio Y. 

eway, anjd obliged tp rnake a Front again ft the ; Bnemy 




dqfendejci it, and to the, Canoes on each fide, and was 



on the point of retiring and lofing tfie> Ground lie had 




aind. 

Nece ssity taught the Mexicans, as much { as the Art 
of War could have done, for the Defence of their Caule- 
ways. They had drawn up, towards the City, the Bridges 
that were over the Paflages, by which the Waters ©f the 
great Lake difcharg'd themielves into the other j and fixing 
Timbers and Planks behind them, in fuch a mann,er that 
they might mount in Ranks to charge from the top, they 
left Trenches at proper diftances with Water running be- 
fore them, which obftrucled and made the Accefs difficult. 
After this manner they had fortified the three Caufeways 
attacked by the Spaniards, who in each were obliged to 
take almoft the fame Meafures to overcome the Difficulty. 
The Fire-Arms, and Crofsbows, play'd upon thofe who ap- 
peared above the Trench, whilft others handed Fafcines to 
fill the Ditch ; after which, they brought up a Piece of 
Artillery, and in few Difcharges clear'd the Paftage, fil- 
ling up the next Ditch with the Ruins of its own Foni- 



fic 



Olid had juft made himfelf Matter of the fnft Ditch. 



when the Mexican Canoes arrived ; but on fight of the 
Brigantines, all thofe on that fide, fled with the utmoft di- 
ligence, and none furTer'd but thofe who could not avoid the 
reach of the Cannon : but becaufe the Mexicans on 
the other fide, who thought themielves fecure, ftill conti- 
nued the Engagement, Hernan Cortez* order d the Ditch in 
the Rear of Olid to be widened, to make a PafTage for 
three or four Brigantines : at the firft ficht whereof, all 



Canoes fled, and the Enemy, who defended the next 
Bridge, finding themfelves expofed to the great Shot, from 
both the Land and the Water, retired in Diforder to the 
laft Rampart next the. City. 

That Night the Troops took fomc Reft, without aban- 
doning the Ground they had gain'd upon the Caiifcway, 
and the next Morning continued their March with little 
or no Oppofition, 'till coming to the lafl Bridge which 
W.as. at the Entrance into Mexico, they found it fortified' 
with ftronget Works, Trenches cut in the Streets, and 
defended by fuch. a. multitude of People, that the Enter- 
prize ieerrid hazardous; but the Difficulty did not appear 

'till 
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till, they were engaged, and it : 'was not'jtf&per J t6 '.retire, 
without doing. fome Execution- 1 fq terrify the £ineffi¥J. TOje 



Ar&iilery from , the Brigantines made a rtl i fefa M e 'Sla tig h t e r 



of , the People wh o were in Crowds at thp 1 operiifigS- '^fVhe 
Streets, whilft Chriftoval de Olid was employed jh ffll'fffiHle 






Ditch, and ruining the Fortifications of tjie CaWeWf: 
Which when he had done, he charged the MexkMir wTfo 
defended them, nbaking room with his Van-gtia/d For 
Confederate Troops under his Command to corrie . li 
TheEnemy at the fame time was fuppdrted by *Jroops 
the City, and made an obftinate Refiftance on all fides : but 
they foon loft fome Ground ; and Herndn Cortex, 'who 
could not bear the SloWnefs with which they retreated, 
landed with thirty Spaniards, and gave fb much Life to 
the Attack, that the Enemy quickly turned their Backs, ana! 
the chief Street of Mexico was gain'd. 

Another Difficulty immediately occurr'd ; for the 
Mexicans that fled, had poiTefTed themlelves of a 
near the Entrance into the City, covering the Towers, Stairs, 
and all the out-fide With luch numbers of Men, that the 
whole Building appeared like a Hill of Arms and Feathers: 
They defied the Spaniards with as much Boldnefs, as if 
they had been always Conquerors. Cortex, provok'd at 
their Pride, when they had juft before fhewn fo much Cow- 
ardice, ordered three or four Pieces of Artillery to ( be 
landed, the firft Difcharge whereof made them fenfible 




of their Danger, and the Spaniards were foon obliged' to 



point their Cannon lower againfi: thole' that fifed to the 
inward part of the City. Thus all that Quarter was for- 
faken ; for thofe who fought from Windows, and from" 
the tops of the Houfes, went off" with the reft ; fo that the 
Army advanc'd, and the Temple was gain d without any 

farther Oppofition. 

T ji a t Day the Mexicans fuftain'd a very great' Lofs 
of Men. The idols were caft into the Fire, and feiVd' to 
make illuminations for the Victory. Hernan Cortex was; 
fiitisfied that he had gained Footing in the City ; and 
finding the Temple capable of a more than ordinary De- 
fence, he not only rcfol v'd to lodge his Troops there that 
Night, but had Thoughts of maintaining that Pott, to 
ftreighten the Enemy, and of removing his Quarters' frorh 
Cuyoacan thither. He communicated his Defign to his 

Captains, with the lleafons that induced him to it ; but 

they 
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they, all unanimoufly reprefented to him, That as they 
were ignorant what Progrefs- Gonzalo de Sandoval, and Pe- 
dro de Alvarado had made, at their Attacks,. it would be a 



Rafhnefs to run the Rifque of lofmg the Pajjage of ; the 
Caufeway, and at the fame time all hopes of receiving the Am- 
munition and Provifton which would be neceffary for the Pre- 
fervation of the Troops. That they were not to trnjt to their 
being brought by the Brigantines, because thofe Vejj'els could 



not enter, the Water Trenches of that Part, and therefore 
would be forced to land the Provijlons at fuch a Di fiance, 
that they could neither receive, nor tranfport them to their 
Garrifon, without fighting a Battle every time. That they 
ought to make their .Advances equally at each Attack, in order 
to divide the Enemy's Forces, and be affifling to each other, 
until fuch time as they fhould all have taken up their Quar- 



ters in the City. And la fly, That the Refolutiom which had 
been taken with the Approbation of all the Captains for the 
carrying on of that Siege, ought not to be altered zvithout 
very mature Deliberation ; nor ought they to expofe themfelves 
voluntarily to a Danger, without a better Reafon than the 
Reputation of that Days Victory ; the Conferences of good 
Succefs not being always to be depended on, for that, Ufa Flattery, 
it very often deceivd the Vnderfianding at the fame time 
that it pleafed the Imagination. Hernan Cortez> was con- 
vinced that their Advice was good, for it was one of his 
befl Qualities, that l]e eafily forfook his own Opinion, to 
follow the Dictates of Reafon ; and accordingly the next 
Day he retired to Cuyoacan, protected on each fide by his 
Brigantines, fb that the Enemy durft not attempt to dis- 



turb his March. 

The fame day he proceeded to Izjtapalapa, where he 
found GonZjalo de Sandoval reduced to the laft Extremity. 
He had poffelfed himfelf of the Buildings on the Land, 
and lodg'd his Army there, fortifying himlelf the beft he 



could ; but the Enemy who retir'd to that Part that was in 
the Water, endeavoufd from their Canoes to do him all 
the Damage they could. Sandoval had made great Havock 
among thofe that approached, ruin'd fomc Houfcs, and 
overthrown two or three Succours from Mexico, that came 
to attack him by Land ; and that Day the Enemy having 
forfaken a large Houle, which was but little diftant from the 
Land, he refolv'd to fei/.e it, in order to enlarge iiis Quar- 
ter, and drive the Enemy farther off! He made a Tallage 

thro' 
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thro' the Water with Fafcines, and got into the Houfe with 
fome of his People ; but he had fcarce enter d, when a great 
number of Canoes, which had lain in Ambufh, advanced with 
Troops of Swimmers, who flung themfelves into the Water, 
and taking away the Fafcines, cut off Sandovah Retreat ; by 
which means they befieged him on all Sides, Uiooting at 
the Spaniards from the Terraces and Windows of the 
neighbouring Houfes. 

H e was in this Diftrefs, when Hernan Cortex arriv'd ; who 
difcovering that vaft Number of Canoes in the Water- 
Streets, which look'd towards Mexico, made his Brigan- 
tines advance with all poflible Speed, and plaid his Ar- 
tillery with fuch good Effect, that, terrified by the Deftruc- 
tion the Balls made, and the Approach of the Brigantines, 
they all fled at once thro' the moft retired Streets in the 
Town, with a Defign to get thro' into the Lake ; and fuch 
was their Diforder, that the People who were upon the Ter- 
races, crouding into the Canoes, funk many of them, and 
the reft, in their flight, fell in among the Brigantines, as 
they were endeavouring to avoid that Danger. The Mexi- 
cans fuftained fuch a Lofs that Day, as diminifh'd their Forces 
confiderably ; and the Spaniards afterwards taking a View 
of that part of the City they had poffefs'd themfelves of, 

made fome Prifoners, and found a fufficient Booty, not to 
enrich, but to pleafe the Soldiers. Cortex perceiv'd by the 
Difficulties which Gonz^alo de Sandoval had met with at 
Izjapalapa, that it was impoilible to make ufe of the Caufe- 
way, without firft ruining that half of the City, which was 
the Retreat of the Mexican Canoes ; but becaufe this would 
occafion a Delay which might be of dangerous Confe 



quence to the other Attacks, he refblv'd to quit that 



Port, and difpatch Sandoval to poffefs himfelf or Tap 
quilla, where there was another narrower Caufeway, lets 
commodious for attacking, but more advantageous for 
cutting off the Enemy's Provifions, which they began to 
want, and which were brought to them that way. This De- 
fign was immediately put in execution, and Sandoval march'd 

Land, efcorted by the Brigantines 'till he had g 




Poffeflion of the new Quarters. The Place was forfaken, 
and he lodged himfelf there without Refinance, after 
which Hernan Cortex failed to Tacuba. 

Alverado found this City deferred, and had there- 
fore no need of a Victory to begin his Advances. In his 



H h 



fur 
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further Prbgrefs he mej: ;with vajioj&s Succefs; he beat 
down the Wor&s, , and fffld up the Ditches after the fame 
noanner that Olid had done j but tho* he did the Enemy 
conliderable Damage, and had once advanced fo far as to fire 
fome Houfes in Mexico, he had loft eight Spaniards, when 
Cortex arriv'd. A Lofs which occafioned fome mixture of 
Regret with the Applaitfes of his Valour. 

Hern an Cortez found the Meafures he had taken 
did notanfwer his Defigns; for this way of attacking and re- 
treating, confumed his time, and expofed his Men with- 
out any great Advantage, and was rather doing Acts of 
Hoflility, than making a Progrefs. To proceed by the 
Caufeways was very difficult, by reaibn of the Trenches and 
Ditches, which the Mexicans were fortifyng every day, and 
the continual Perfecution of their Canoes, which always 
charged in great Numbers wherever the Brigantines quitted ; 
for which reafon he was obliged to think of other Mea- 
fures for the facilitating of his Enterprize. 

H e then commanded all Attacks to ceafe 'till far- 

* 

ther Orders, and applied himfelf to the providing fuch a 
Number of Canoes, as might fecure him the Dominion of 
the Lake ; to which end he fent fuch Perfons as he could 
confide in, to bring all the Canoes that remaind in the 
Towns of his Allies, with which, and thofe that came from 
^ez^euco, and Chalco, he made up fuch a Number as gave 
frefli Terror to the Enemy. He divided them into three 
Squadrons, manned by Indians, who knew how to manage 
them, under the Command of Captains of their own Nation; 
and having difhibuted this Reinforcement among the Brigan- 
tines, he fent four of them to Sandoval, four to Pedro de 
Alverado, and he himfelf with the other five joined the 
Colonel Chrifloval de Olid. 

From that Day the Attacks were carried on with much 
more eafe, and a flop entirely put to the Infults of the 
Enemy ; and Hernan Cortex at the fame time order'd the 
Brigantines, and Canoes, to make their Rounds on the 
Lake, and coaft along the three Caufeways, to hinder the 
fupplying of the City, by which means many VefTels were 
taken that endeavour'd to pafs with Provisions and Barrels 
of Water, and they were inform'd of the great Diftrefs to 
which the Befieged were reduced. Olia fometimes ad- 
vanced fo far, as to demolifh lome Houfes in the Suburbs 
of the City. Alverado and Sandoval did the fame at 

their 
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their Attacks j with whkh good Succefs, the Face of Affairs 
entirely changed, the Army conceived frefh Hopes, and the 
meaneft Soldiers facilitated the Ifedertakin 



th 



chearful Confide 



ging with 
which looks like Valour,^ and 




makes thofe bold, who are prepoffeffed with a Notion of 
Vicfory, becaufe they have had the good Fortune to be 
in company with Conquerors. 





CHAP. XXII. 

The Mexicans make ufe of various Stratagems 



for their Deft 



they lay an Ambufcade of 



Canoes for the Brigantines. Hernan Cortez 
receives a confiderahle Defeat, and is forcd to 

retire to Cuyoacan. 




H E Diligence and 



Induflry of the Mexicans in 
defence of their City, was not only remarkable, but 
in fome of its Circumftances worthy of Admi- 
'Tis true they were naturally Valiant, and bred up 
in Arms, which was the only way to arrive at the greateft 

But on this occafion, they did not only fhow 

tor they ftood in need 



ration. 



Dignities 




Valour, but added military 

of new Inventions, againft an Invafion, by a People, whofe 
Weapons and Conduct in War, were utterly unknown in 
their Country, and they gained fome Advantages whereby 



they raifed the Reputation of their good Seme. We have 
already related alter what manner they fortified their 
Cau(eways ; and what they did "afterwards, was no leis re- 
markable, when they fent by round-about Ways Canoes of 
Pioneers to clear the Ditches which the Spaniards had been 
filling up, that they might fall upon em with their whole 
Force, when 'they fhould be obliged to retire : A Stratagem 
which occafion'd the lofs of fome Soldiers in the firfl: At- 
tacks. By degrees they found out another ftill more re- 
markable 
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mark able, for they acted contrary to their Cuftom, when 
Oecafion requir'd* and made fonie Sallies by Night, only to 
alarm their Enemies, and fatigue them bv want of 



Sleep, that they might afterwards attack them with the 



Advantage of frefh Troop 

B u t nothing fhow'd their Induftry and Ingenuity more 
than what they contriv'd againft the Brigantines, whofe fup 



Force they endeavour'd to deftroy by engaging them 



feparate ; for which end they built thirty great Veflels of 
that fort which they call'd Piraguas, but of a larger Size, and 
ftrengthen'd with great Planks, to receive the Shot, and engag 



under better Shelter. They Tallied forth in the Night with 
this Fleet, to poft themfelves behind the Reeds in the Lake, 
which grew lb high and thick, that they form'd 



feveral Groves impenetrable to the Sight. Their Defig 



^ draw thither the Brigantines, which uled to cruize about* 
two at a time, to prevent any Relief getting into the City ; 
and in order to entice them to that Wood of Reeds, they 
had provided three or four Canoes laden with Provifions 
as a Bait, having likewife fix'd a good Number of large 
Stakes in the Water, in hopes either to deftroy the Brigan- 
tines, or to make it eafier to board them. Thefe Contri- 
vances fufficiently Ihew that they knew how to defend them- 
felves, and offend their Enemies, and that they wanted not 
thofe Subtilties, which make. Men ingenious in each others 
Deftruction, and are in a manner the Rudiments of the mi- 
litary Art, or rather unrighteous Maxims on , which the 
Rights of War are founded. 

The next day two of the four Brigantines that attended 



Sandonj 



about that Part under the 



Command of the Captains Pedro de Barba, and Juan Por- 

tillo. As foon as the Mexicans fpy'd them, they fent out 

their Canoes another way, that being feen at a diftance, 

they might pretend to fly, and fo retire among the Reeds ; 

which was fo well executed, that the two Brigantines pur- 

fued the Prize, with the utmoft force of their Oars, and foon 

fell in among the hidden Stakes, where they were fo em- 

barrafs'd, that they could neither go forward nor back- 
ward. 

A t the fame time the Enemies Piraguas came out, and 
attacked them on all fides with defperate Fury. The Spa- 
niards were near being loft ; but employing the utmoft 
Efforts of their Courage, they maintained the Fight, and 

kept 




I 

fcept the Enemy ,in . pky: -until t rfuchv timers ;jemain i fcx ; p£t 
Swinamers by -main ''.Strength i of 4 Amis, 

and mother -Spools,, removed j da^fb Suafces, ^s^uoxag * which fj 

^Brigantines, -were : faftned. ; ^andjouusMen ;beiogjt£u§ arfifee. 



t 





work then WVefTels, and pky. their . Artillery, £u©k 




of ' the * Pi ragMS) and . followed j the reft :as. ; &r \as " ; tbe 
Cannon-Bali would • reach. -The. Mexicans lujfer^i \ Effi- 
ciently for their : Stratagem, but she vBriganrjaes ..were . very 



damaged, .feveiial Spaniands > wounded, and <all 



much fatigued. Captain juan/P;ormlo was killed valiantly 
fighting, to whofe indefatigahle-iBraveryathe jSucqefs was 
chiefly owing; and Captain Pedro sde Zfor&zireceiv'd.feyeral 
Wounds, of which he died three .Days .after. Koth : .thefe 
Loiles Hernan Cortezj greatly lamented, and particularly that 
of Pedro- de Barba, for in him he loft a Friend, ever fteady 
in all Turns of Fortune, and .a. brave Soldi 
Arrogance, and^difcreet .without.bei 




I t was not Jong before this. Difafter.Lwas revenged ; for 
the .Mexicans having repaired their \Piragua$, and reinforced 
them with new Veilels of . the Tame: kind, conceal'd them- 
felves a feconcl time among the. Reeds, fortifying *;the . A- 
venue with a greater Number of Stakes, indifcreetly imagi- 
ning that the Spaniards would again falLinta the. fame. Snare, 
without their giving a different Colour .to >. the Deceit. 
Cortex very luckily got Intelligence of this Motion of the 
Enemy, and being extreamly defirous of revenging. .the L.o(s 
he had fuftained as foon as poffibly he. could, lie ordered 
fix Brigantines to file off in the Night, and toJiein amb.ufh. 
among another Parqel of Reeds not far from .the. .Place 



Enemy had hid themielves ; and 



of their own Stratagem, one of them, fliould fally fbrxh ..early 
in the Morning, feeming by her different Courfes,to.. he in 
fearch of the Canoes laden with Provifions, and afterwards 
draw as near the conceal'd Piraguas, as was neceflary to ( let 
them fee they were, difcover'd ; which done, ffie was to tack 
about, and by a hafty Flight, to entice them to the J?laee of 
the Counter-Ambufcade. *" Every thing fiiccceded .as could 
have been wifhed : the Enemy faliied out wjth their jPwa- 
mas in purfuit of the Brigantine, making after .this i Prize, 
(which they look'd upon as ■ their own) with great ;Sj rout- 
ines, and greater Speed, 'till being come within a. convenient 
Drftance, die other Brigantines rufh'd out upon them, .and be- 

I i fore 
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fore they could poftibly flop, :or turnabout, gave themfuch a 



terrible Salute with all their Artillery, that the very firft I)i£ 
charge over fet a great part of them, and put t\\Q Mexicans who 
were on board the reft into fuch a Confirmation, that before 
they cou'd recover themfelves to think of flying, almoft all 
the Piraguas were funk by the next Volleys, and mo{t of 
the Men perifhed : So that not only the Death of Pedro de 
IBarba, and Juan de Portillo was reveng'd, but the Enemy's 
Fleet entirely ruin'd ; and tho' Hernan Cortex was fenfible, 
that he owed to the Mexicans the Cunning or Invention 
of laying Ambu flies in the Water, he had the lingular Satif- 
faclion of having fo well imitated them, as to give them a 
Defeat by the Ufe of their own Stratagem. 

The Spaniards had frequent Intelligence of what pafTed 
in the City by the Prifoners they continually took - f and 



Cortex finding that Hunger, Thirft, and want of all 
Neceffaries, began to occafion Murmurings among the 



People, and a Difference in Opinion among the Sol- 
diers, he applied himfelf with the greater Diligence to 
cut off all Relief from the City ; and that he might ftill far- 
ther juftify his own Proceedings, he fent two or three Noble- 
men, who were his Prifoners, to Guatimoz^in, with Overtures 
of Peace upon very advantageous Conditions, offering to 
leave him in full Poffefiion of his Empire, and all his Gran- 
deur, provided he would only acknowledge the Sovereign 
Dominion of the King of Spain, whofe Right was alreadv 
own'd among the Mexicans by the Tradition of their An- 
ceftors, and the Confent of feverai Ages. This was the Sub- 
fiance of his Propofal, which he repeated feverai Times ; 
for in reality, it grieved him to deftroy fo beautiful and 
fo wealthy a City, which he already loot'd upon as a rich 
Jewel in his Sovereign's Diadem. 

Guatimozin receiv'd the Propofal made him by 
the Spanifr General with fbmewhat lefs Pride and Arro- 
gance than he was wont, and, as feverai Prifoners afterwards 
reported, he afTembled a Council ot his chief Officers 
and Minifters, together with the Priefts, whofe Opinions 
were principally confider'd in ail publick Affairs. " He 
" laid before them the miferable Condition to which the 
" City was reduced ; the Numbers they had loft ; the 
" Complaints of the People upon their beginning to 

" want j the Deftruction of their Habitations j and laftly, 

he 
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" he defir'd their Advice, expreffing as much Inclination 

44 to Peace, as was fufficient to give room for their Flattery or 
" Refpect to fecond him." This fo far fucceeded, that all 
his Officers and Minifters concluded immediately to receive 
the Overtures towards an Accommodation made him by 
Cortex, leaving it 'till afterwards to confider of luch parti- 
cular Conditions of a Peace, as would be mod for the In- 
tereft of the State. 

But the Priefts positively oppofed all manner of Trea- 
ty, either feigning to have received fome Anfwers from 
their Idols, which gave them frefh AfTurances of Succefs and 
Victory over their Enemies, or perhaps what they deliver d 
were not Lyes of their own Invention* but what they 
really had receiv'd from them ; for the Devil at that 
time was extremely bufy, inftilling into the Ears of thofe 
deluded People ftrange and fallacious Notions, tho' he 
could not inipire their Hearts with true Courage. 

The Opinion of the Priefts, being back'd by Zeal for 
Religion, or, it that was wanting, by the outward fliow 
of Piety, fo far prevail'd, that all who had Votes concurrd 
with them, and Gmtimozjin, not without much Regret, be- 
caufe he already began to prefage his own Ruin, refolv'd 
to carry on the War ; telling his Minifters, u That he af- 
" furediy would put to death the hrft Man who ftiould 
41 prefume again to mention Peace, whatever Diftrefs the 
" City fhould be reduced to, without excepting even the 
" Priefts themfelves, who were moft of all obliged to fup- 
" port the Oracles of their Gods." 

Cortez being inform'd of this Determination, re- 
folved to puih on his Hoftilities, by the three Caufeys at 
the fame time, and to carry Fire and Sword into the very 
Heart of the City ; and fending his Orders to the Com- 
manders of the two Attacks or Tacubii, and Tapcaquillay 
he at the time appointed marched himfelf by the Caufey 
of Cuyoacan, at the Head of the Troops commanded by 
Chrifioval de Olid. The Enemy had clear'd the Ditches, 
and caft up Works as they were wont to do ; but the five 
Brigantines which were upon that Attack, eafily overthrew 
their Fortifications at the fame time that the Ditches were 
filling up, and the Army advanced without any confiderable 
Oppofition, 'till coming to the Lift Bridge which open'd 
upon the KGy of the City, they met with another fort of 

Difficulty, The Indians had broke down fome part of the 

Caufey, 



%he Hi ft. or y 4f &he C w Q u \h$x JRoqk rJV . 

iCauCey, ■ td enlarge . that rDitsh, which mis ifixtpEooc Jong, 
and i turnd into it :the Water of the :Canak, ..that .it anient 
ibe .the deep 

,On the oppofite JBartk.they had rais'd aiForcificatioa amde 
of Timbers .ftrongly united,, and covered >with ; Planks,in,wliii*h 




there iwene .two, or three- Rows of Eoop-hofes, with - forme 




fort of Tra verfes, .and they had provided -a prodigious 
titude of Men to defend that Poll ; but the 'felt Difcharees of 




the Artillery deftroyedalI;that Fortification, and the Enemy 
having fuffer'd much by the Fall thereof, and finding them- 
felves expofed to the murdering :Balls, -retir'd into the City 
withouuurning -their ;backs or ceafing *heir Menaces. Thus 
they left the Shore free, and Cortez* unwilling to lofe a 



Moment, immediately ordered the Spaniards to poflefs 
themfelves of it, making ufe of his Brigantines, and the 
Canoes of his Confederates to land .his "Men; and the 
Horfe paifed the fame ways with three Pieces of Artillery, 
which ihe thought fufhcient . for that Days Service. 

Before Cortex advanced againft the . Enemy, who 
were dill pofted behind the Trenches made acrofs the 
Streets, !he order'd.the Treafurer Julian de Aldente to Hay 
there and fill up and fecure that Ditch ; ; and the Bri 

tines to. draw near by the great Canals, to the place where 
the Action was, and do .what Damage they could to the 
Enemy. The fir ft Engagement prefently megan, and 7 




de Alderete hearing the Noife of -the Battle, and feeing 
Advances of the Spaniards, look'd upon the Employ- 



ment of filling up a Ditch to be very little honourabl 
when his Companions were fighting, and inconfiderately 
advanced to join the reft, leaving that Charge to another 
of his Company, who either did not know how to perform 
it, or elfe would not take upon him a piece of Work which 
was thought diflionourable by him who committed the Care 
of it to him : fo that ail the Men under his Conduct fol- 
lowed .him to the Engagement ; and that Ditch, which, at 
the time of the Attack, had been thought impracticable, 
remained entirely abandoned. 

The Mexicans reiolutely flood the firfV Charge. It 
coft the Spaniards no final! Trouble, and fome Blood, to 
make themfelves Matters of their Trenches, and the .Hazard 
was flill greater, when they had pa/led the ruin'd Buildings, 
and were obliged to defend themfelves from the Arrows 
and Darts of the Enemy, which came pouring on them from 

the 
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Tops of the Houfes and Windows ; but in the very 



Heat of the Engagement, there appeafd a fudden Slacknefs 



Enemy, which feem'd to be the effect of fome new 
Order ; for they haftily quitted the Ground which they had 
defended. 

This Change, as was then fuppos'd, and afterwards 
appeared, proceeded from Guatimo&iris being inform'd, 
that the great Ditch was abandoned ; whereupon he or- 
der'd his Commanders to preferve their Troops, and to 
fall upon the Spaniards in their Retreat. Cortez> fufpect- 
ed this Motion of the Enemy, and in regard that he had 
but barely time enough now to return to his Quarters be- 
fore Night, he began his Retreat, ordering fir ft fome 
Houfes to be fet on fire and deftroy'd, in order to prevent 
their receiving any Damage from them on the next At- 
tack. 

But they had fcarce began to march, before their Ears 
were ftunn'd with the terrible and melancholy Sound of 
the Sacred Trumpet, fo call'd by them, becaufe it was not 
permitted to any but the Priefts to found it, and that < 
when they denounced War, and animated the People on 
the part of their Gods. The Sound was vehemently loud 
and ftrong, and the Tune compos'd of difmal and unhar- 
monious Notes, which infpir'd thole Barbarians with a new 
kind of Savage Rage, fuch as made them defpife Life thro* 
a Motive of Religion. Next follow'd the intolerable Din of 
their hideous Outcries ; and when the Army march'd out 
of the City, there fell upon the Rear, which was broi _ 
up by the Spaniards, an incredible Multitude of their nioft 
refolute Warriours, pick'd out of the whole Army for this 
Action, which had been before contrive!. The Fire-Arms 
and Croft-bows fae'd about, and made head, and Cortex, 
with the Cavalry, endeavour'd to put a ftop to the Enemy ; 
but being inform'd of the Difficulty of the Ditch, which 




died the Retreat, he would have form'd his Bat 
and could not ; becaufe the Confederates, who had receiv'd 
Orders to retire, being the fiift that came to the Ditch, 
precipitated themfelves into it in the greateft Confufion 
imaginable ; Co that his Orders were either not heard, or 
not obey'd. 

Many got over to the Caufey in the Brigantines and 
Canoes, but many more fluns themfelves into the Water, 



3 , uuu "—•£, ; 

they found whole Troops of Mexican Swi 
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who 
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^yho either wounded, or drowned them. Cortex was left wkh 
feme of his own People to maintain the Fight, his Herfe 
was killed under him with Arrows, and Captain famcifco de 
Guzman alighting to give him his, was taken Prisoner, 
without any Pombilitj of being refcued. Cortex at laft 
got to the Brigantines, and return ? d to his Quarters, wound- 
ed, and little lefs than defeated, without receiving any 



Comfort, or thinking himfelf any ways recompense! by the 



great Slaughter of the Mexicans. Above forty Spaniards 
were taken alive, to ferve as Sacrifices to their Idols ; one 
Cannon was loft, above a thoufand Tlafcalans were kill'd, 
and there was fcarce any one Spaniard that was not hurt. 
This was in Reality a very terrible Blow, the Confluences 
of which Cortex was very fenfible of, but he would not 
iuffer his Countenance to fpeak the Grief of his Heart, 
left it ftiould difcover too much the greatnefs of the Mi£ 
fortune : A hard and inevitable Task attending the Com- 
manders of Armies, who are oblieed in all Adverfities to 



conceal their inward Concern, and to appear with an outward 
Air of Tranquillity. 




CHAP. XXIII. 

The Mexicans celebrate their Vitlovy with the 
Sacrifice of the Spanifli Prifoners. Guati- 
mozin terrifies the Confederates, and occa- 

fions many of them to forfake Cortez ; but 
they return in greater numbers, and it is 
refold d to make Lodgments within the City. 




A N DO V A L and Aharado enter'd the City 

at the fame time, and met with the fame Oppofi- 
tion, with very little difference in the Succefs of 



their, Attacks ; they gain'd Bridges, fillcl up 



Ditches, fore'd their way into the Streets, deftroy'd Houfes, 
and were fet upon in their Retreat with the utmoft fury of 
the Enemy. But they did not meet with the Misfortune of 

the 
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die crest Ditch, and therefore their Lofs was fef$ ; tho' in 




bot,h Attacks they loft about twenty Spaniards, which makes 
up the Account of thpfe who fay, That Cqrfe^ loft 
Sixty of his own Peppfe in the Action of Cuyoacw. 

The Treafurer Julian de AUmte„ considering the Da* 
image which his Breach of Orders had occafemed, was fen* 
fible pf his Offence, and haften'd to the General's Prefence 

with much Sorrow, offering his Head tp attone for his 



Crime, who gave him a very fevere Reprimand, without 

any farther Punifhment \ npt thinking it proper at that Jjin 



difcourage the Soldiers by inflicting upon that 



Officer the Chaftifemenf which he merited. Cgrfefa was ob 
licred at this time to fefpend the offenfive War, and con- 
tented himfelf with blocking up the Place more clpfely. 



and ftreightning the Enemy in their Provisions, that he 
might take care of the Wounded, whofe Numbers far ex- 



ceeded thofe who unhurt. 

Upon this Occafion they 

Gift of a private Soldier, nam'd Juan Catalan 



any pther Medicine than a little Oil, and certain Words and 
Benedictions, cur'd their Wounds in fo fliort a time, that 
it did npt lpok like the Work of Nature The Vulgar call 
this kind of Surgery, curing by Enjdmo, without any other 
Reafon for it, than the having heard feme Verfes out of 
the Pfalms among the Bleflings : A Skill or Profemon which 
Morality does not always allow, and which is fometimes 
permitted after a very ft ridt Examination. However in this 
Cafe it would be no Preemption to look upon fuch a 
marvellous Effect as the Work of Heaven, the Grace of heal- 
ing being one of thofe Gifts God is pleafed fometimes of 
his meer Goodnefs to confer upon Man : Nor is it reason- 
able to fuppofe, that there fhpuld be any Concurrence of the 
evil Spirit in the means of curing fo many Spaniards, when 
that Enemy was endeavouring at the fame time to deftroy 
them by the Suggeftions of his Oracles. Herrera fays, that 

onderful Cure was wrought by a Spam/h Woman 



calPd JJakl Rodriguez* but we rather chufe to follow 
JBernal Diaz, del Caflillo, who was then upon the Sppt j and 
notwithftanding it is certainly a great Misfortune to an 
Hiftorian to meet with t.hefe Contradictions in Authors, yet 
he is not always oblig'd to difcufs and canvafs them ; for 
the Fact being undeniable, it is of fmall Importance to 
know who was the Inftrument of doing it. 

B u T 
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But let us return to the Mexicans, who celebrated 
their Victory with great Rejoycings. That Night the Spa- 
niards faw from their Quarters, all the Temples of the 
City crown'd with innumerable Lights, and Veflels of Per- 
fumes, and in the principal Temple, dedicated to the God 
of War, they heard the Sound ot military Inftruments in 
feveral Concerts, which were not altogether difagreeable. 
With thefe pompous Preparations, they celebrated the 
Sacrifice of thofe miferable Spaniards who -were taken 
alive, the Blood of whofe leaping Hearts ftill warm, was 
fprinkled upon their horrible Idol ; while thofe wretched 
Victims with their lateft Breath were calling upon the God 
of Truth. This was fuppos'd to be the occahonof that extra- 



ordinary Solemnity, and the Fires gave fo great a Light, that 



the Motion of the People was perceiv'd ; but fome Soldiers 
went fo far as to affirm, that they could diftinguifh the Voices, 
and knew the particular Men. A difmal Spectacle, which af- 
fected the Imagination ftill more than it did the Eye, and 
the Confideration was fo melancholy and moving, that 
Cortex himfelf could not refrain from fhedding Tears ; 'nor 
thofe who were with him, forbear following his Example. 

The Advantage they had gain'd, joined to the Satis- 
faction of having appeas'd their God of War, by the Sacri- 
fice of fo many Spaniards, fo far rais'd the Pride of the 
Mexicans, that the very fame Night, a little before break 
of Day, they advanced by the three Cauieys to beat 
up the Quarters, with a deiign to fet fire to the 
Brigantines, and to compleat the Deftruction of thofe 
People, whom they, with good Reafon, concluded to be 
either wounded, or quite fpent with Fatigue : but they 
knew not how to conceal their Motion ; for the infernal 
Trumpet, which inipifd them with fo much Fury, turning 
their Defpair into religious Worlhip, gave notice of their 
Approach, and the Spaniards were fo well prepar'd to re- 
ceive them, that they were repuls'd by the Artillery of the 
Brigantines, and fome Pieces which were mounted at their 
Lodgment, which playing along the Caufeys upon thofe 
Throngs of People, fufficiently chaftis cl them for their Pre- 
fumption. 

The next Day Guatimoz^in employ' d feveral Artifices 
(fuggefted to him by his own Ingenuity) which the moft 



Skilml in military Affairs arc wont to value themielves up- 
oh. He gave out, that Cortex had been kill'd in his Retreat 



on 
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on the Caufey ; thereby giving the People hopes that 
they fhould fhortly be deliver'd from their Oppreftbrs : 
he fent the Heads of the facrificed Spaniards to all 
the neighbouring Towns, that thofe Tokens of his Victory 
might brine thofe who had fallen off from him back to 



Obedience ; and laftly, he reported, that their fu 
preme Deity, the God of War, being appeas'd by the Heai 



Blood of thofe their Enemies, had inform'd him, in an in- 
telligible Voice, that the War fhould be at an end in eight 
Days, and that all fhould infallibly perifh who neglected 
this Advice. This he invented, concluding that he fhould 
quickly make an end of all the Spaniards ; and he found 
means, to fend feveral Perfons unknown into the Enemies 
Quarters, who fpread thefe Threatnings of his God among 
the Indian Nations, which fery'd againfl him : A notable 
Contrivance entirely to deject the Spirit of thofe Peopl 



already diflieartned by the Death of fo many Spaniards, 
and the dreadful Slaughter of their own Troops, the 
Multitude of the wounded, and the great Concern of their 
Commanders. 

The Oracles of that Idol had fuch an eftabliflVd Re- 
putation among the moft diftant Nations, that the Indians 
were eafiiy perfuaded of the Infallibility of thofe Threats ; 
the number of eight Days, fo precifely limited for the 
fatal Period of their Lives, having fuch an Effect upon their 
Imagination, that they refolv'd immediately to quit the 
Aimy, and during the two or three firft Nights, the greateft. 
part of the Confederate Troops abandoned their Quarters ; 
and that fenfelefs Apprehenfion was fo powerful among thofe 
Nations, that even the Tlafcalans and T'e&eucans disbanded 
with the fame Diforder, either becaufe they really fear'd the 
Oracle as well as the reft, or that they were led away by the 
Example of thofe who did. None -rcmain'd behind, ex- 
cept the Commanders and Men of Note, who perhaps 
were as much affraid ; but if they were, they frill valu'd 
their Lives left than their Honour. 

T 11 1 s unlook'd for Accident was a frefh Affliction to 
Cortex, as almoft caufing him to defpair of the Succefs of 
his Enterprize ; but the moment that he was acquainted 
with the Occafion of that fudden Change, he fent their own 
Commanders after the Fugitives to flop them, temporizing 
with theirFear,'till fuch time as the eight Days atfign'd by the 



fallacious Oracle, being pa ft, they might be fenfible of 

L T Im 
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Impofture and Falfity of the Prediction, and better difpos'd 
to return to the Army. This notable Contrivance of 
Cortez> had the delir'd Effect for when the eight Days 
were expir'd, the Indians became capable of Perfualion, 
and having fully recover'd from their Fright, rerurn'd to 
their Quarters with frefh Vigour and Refolution. 

Don Hernando, Prince of Te&eaco, rent his Brother to 
bring back thole of his Nation ; who return'd with them, and 
fome new Levies that were coming to join the Army. 

The Tlafcalan Deferters, who were of the meaner! 
fort of People, did not dare to proceed on their Journey, 
for fear of expofing themfelves to a certain PuniQiment ; but 
waited to fee the Event of the Prediction, with a defign to 
join fuch of their Nation, as Ihould have the good fortune 
to efcape after the imaginary Defeat : but at the fame time 
that they were undeceiv'd of their vain Credulity, they had 
the good luck to have an Opportunity of incorporating 
themfelves with a Reinforcement that was coming from 
Tlajcala, and were the better receiv'd in the Army upon 
their Return. 

This Increafe of Forces, and the great Noife the Diftrefs 
of the Capital City made in the neighbouring Countries, 
prevail'd with feveral Nations who had 'till then been ei- 
ther Enemies, or Neuters, to declare in favour of the Spa- 
niards. One of the moil confiderable was the Nation of 
the Otomies, a fierce untamed People, who, after the 
Example of Beafts, preferv'd their Liberty amongft Woods 
and Mountains, and had hitherto kept themfelves free from 
the Subjection of the Mexican Empire, without any other 
Fortification than the Milery and Sterility of their Country, 
which afforded no Temptation to a Conqueror. Thus 
Cortez, once more found himfelf at the Head of an Army 
of upwards of two hundred thoufand Men, palling in a 
few Days from a terrible Storm to an agreeable Calm ; at- 
tributing, as he always did, this wonderful and fudden 
Change to the immediate Finger of God, whole ineffable 
Providence often permits Adverfities, to awaken in the 
Minds of Men the Senle of his Bounties and Benefits. 



The Mexicans were not idle during this Sufpenllon 



of Arms to which the Spaniards were reduced. They made 
frequent Sallies, beating up the Spanift Quarters both by 
Night and Day, and were always repuls'd with great Lofs, 



without either damaging or terrifying their Enemies. By fome 



of 



Boo k V. of Mexico, or New Spain, itf 

of the laft Prifoners, Cortez> was inform'd of the great Diftrefs 
the City was in, that the Soldiers were diffarisry'd, and the 
People reduced to Extremity for want of Bread and Wa 



ter. That abundance of People died by drinking the 
brackiflr Water of their Pits, and that the inconfiderable 
quantity of Provifions they got by the means of thole Ca- 
noes which had efcap'd the Brigantines, were equally divi- 
ded among the Nobles, and became an additional Subject 
of Impatience and Difcon'tent to the Populace, whofe 
Clamours began to give fome Sufpicion of their Fide- 



lity : Upon which Intelligence, Cortex affembled his Cap 
tains to conmlt, what was moll: proper to be done in the 
prefent Situation of Affairs. 

H e reprefented to them the fmall Hopes he had that Want 
would oblige the Befieged to furrender, becaufeof the impl 



cable Hatred they bore the Spaniards, and of thole Anfwers 
of their Idols, with which the Devil fomented it. He gave 
his own Opinion, that it was beft to proceed immediately to 
Action, for the Reafon he had alledged, and for fear the 
Allies fliould again defert him.; a People eafily mov d, and 
who, as they were ferviceable in the Day of Battle, were 
endanger'd by the Idlenefs of Quarters, being always de/irous 
to engage, and not capable of conceiving that the Siege they 
were then carrying on was a real War, or that in thofe In- 



Enemy 



between the Attacks any Detriment was done to th 



They were unanimoufly of Opinion, to continue to make 
Affaults, without quitting the Siege ; and Cortex, who was 
fenfible, by the Succeis of the lail Engagement, how much 
he fuffered in his Retreats, always expofed to the umioft 
Fury of the Enemy, refolv'd to leave ftrong Garrifbns in 



Quarters, and in the Place of Arms, and 



Attack by the three Caufeys at once, in order to take Polls 
within the City, which were to be maintained at all hazards 
each Body endeavouring to advance as far as the great Square 
call'd Tlatcluco, where they were to join and act as occafion 
fhould require. The Enterprize upon Mexico would have 
been much forwarder, or perhaps quite over, if they had taken 
this Refolution at the Beginning : But human Prudence and 
Fore-fight is fo limited and confin'd, that ic is no (mall 
Token of Judgment, to be in m ucked by Mifcarriaoes and 
ill Succefs : and Men are very otten obliged to found their 
juft Maxims of Conduct upon the Correction of Errors. 

C H A P; 
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CHAP. XXIV- 

Cortez carries on his three Attacks at once. 
The 'whole Army joins in the great Square 

Mexico, calfd Tlateluco. Guatimozin 

retires to the farthefl Part of the City. The 
Mexicans make federal Efforts^ and ufe di- 
vers Stratagems, to divert the Spaniards. 





0 R T E Z having made provifion of Water. 

Victuals, and whatever elfe was neceffary for the 
Subfiftence of his Troops in a City where all 
things were wanting, the three Captains, at the dawning 
of the appointed Day, marched out of their refpective 
Quarters ; Pedro de Alvarado from Tacuba, Gon&alo de 
Sandoval from Tapeaquilla, and the General himfelf, with 
the Body of Troops, commanded by Chriflo r ual de Olid, 



from Cuyoacan ; each of them having his Brigantines and 
Canoes to fupport him. They found the three Caufeys 
in a Pofture of Defence, the Bridges drawn up, and the 
Ditches all cleared and guarded with fuch an enormous 
multitude of Men in Arms, as if the War had been but 
that Day begun. All thefe Difficulties they however fur- 



mounted with the fame Induftry as they had done all the 
reft ; and after fome, not very confiderable Detention, the 
three Bodies, much about the fame time, arrived in the 



City : They eafily gained the ruined Streets, by reafon 



they were but faintly defended by the Enemy, whofe main 
Dependance was upon thofe where the Tops of the Houfes 
were all mann'd. All that the Spaniards attempted the 
firft Day, was only to lodge themfelves, each Body for- 



tifying their Quarters with the Ruins of the Houfes ih the 
beft manner they could, but depending chiefly upon the 

Vigilance of their Centinels. 

Th 1 s 
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This new Method of Proceeding causd great Trouble 
d Confuflon among die Mexicans, and intirely brok 



the meafures they had taken to charge the Spaniards in 



Retreat. The Rumour of it was foon fpread through 
out Mexico, the Danger greatly magnify'd, and every oW< 
Thoughts were employed about providing fome fpeed) 
Remedy againft the impending Evil ; and the Minifte ' 




nd Nobles inftantly repaired to Guatimo&iris Palace, and, 
their prefling Intreaties, prevailed with him to retire 
that very Night to a more diftant Part of the City. 
Councils were continually held, and the Opinions Were 
various and different ; being either bold and refolute, 
or timorous and dejected, according as the Under- 
ftanding followed the Dictates of the Heart. Some 
voted, that the King, for the Security of his Royal Per- 
fon, fhould immediately be conveyed to fome Place 
lei's expofed ; others were for fortifying that Part of 
the City where the Court then was ; and others propo- 
fed, that the flrft ftep they took, ftiould be to ufe their 
utmoft Efforts to diflodge the Enemy from the Poft 



they had poffeffed themielves of CuaUmoz^in inclined 
to the Advice of thofe who exprelTed the greateri Re^ 




folution ; fo that, rejecting all thoughts of abandon 
Mexico, he declared, that he was fully determined to fhare 
his Fate with his People ; and that moment gave orders, 
that preparation fhould be made to attack the Enemy in 
their Quarters at Day-break, with the whole Remainder of 
his Forces. To this purpofe, the Chiefs, with all poflible 
Expedition, aflembled all their Troops, which were divi- 
ded into three Bodies, with the defign of exerting their 
lafl Strength, in this definitive Effort, to the total deftruo* 
tion of the Spaniards. Soon after die Dawning of the 
Morning, the Enemy prefented them/elves within fight of 
the three Lodgments, whither the News of their Motions 
was already arrived , but the Artillery, which play'd upon 
the Avenues, made fuch a terrible Slaughter in their Van- 
Guard, that they durft not advance to put their Orders in 
execution, and were fbon convinced, that their Attempt 
was wholly impracticable : So that, without venturing near 
enough to come to Handy-Blows, they began to give back, 
endeavouring to make what was a real Flight be look'd 
upon only as an orderly Retreat ; but that Motion, as it 
was flow in the Front, gave the Spaniards an opportunity 



M 



to 
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|o advance, tril tkPJ $ould ufe tfre«: Weapons upon . the 
terxijfy'd Indians : iafo^cb, that wittymt any other tpoiibie 
than wi^at they .were a* in tb^e Purfe, they entirely coated 
and dj&erfed the Enemy, and fettled their. .Quarters! for 
me enuiiqg Night. 

However, the Difficulties which the Spaniards had to 
encounter afterwards, were (till greater ; being -obliged, as 




they advanced, to deftrqy Houfe, tp level Works, and to 
fill up the Ditches which were cut crofs every Street. All 
this was neyerthelefs fp happily, and fo expeditioufly ef- 
fected, that, in lefs than four Days, the three Leaders came 
in fight of the Tlatelw^ which was the Center whither, 
different Lines, they had all directed their courfe. 

Pedro de Alvarado was the firft who arrived at that 
fpacious Square, where he found the Enemy, which ftitl 
had retreated before him, endeavouring to draw up in 
Battle- Array, and to make a ftand ; but he gave them not 
time to do as they intended, neither was it indeed an 
eafy matter for thofe Indians, when they were once in di£ 
order, to return to a Charge ; fo that, at the very firft On- 
fet,. they abandoned the Ground, and, in great confufion 



and precipitation, retired to the Streets on the oppofite Side 
AfoaradQ, being now at leifure to look about him, obferved 
that there was, at a fmali diftance, a very large Temple, 
the Towers and Afcent whereof were poffefted by the Enemy ; 



and thereupon he immediately detached fome Companies 
to drive them from thence, and to poft themfelves there, in 
order to fecure his Rear \ which Orders, with little or no 



difficulty, ttiey foon perform a, by reafon that the Indians 
who were left to defend that Poft, were already retiring, af- 
ter t;ljie example of the reft- He then, in order to make 
his lodgment, drew up his Troops into one Body, making 
a frnojte from the Top of the above-mentioned Temple, 
either as a Signal for the other Captains, his Friends, to 



know where he was, or, by that means, to gain their Ap- 
plaufe for hjs fuccefsfyj. Diligence. 

So on after, came up, by a different Avenue, the De- 
tachment properly belonging to Chriftoval de Olid, but 
then under the Command of General Cortex himfelf ; and 
rfje confuted Throng of Mexicans which fled before 
him into that Square, fell in upon the Battalion which 
Aiparado had, though with another defign, juft before 
drawri up in Order of Battel j where thole Wretches, being 

attacked 
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attacked on every fide, moft of them, periffeed: and the 
like Fate attended thofe who were driven in • tjfeher by 
Gon&afo de Sandoval, who likewife, prefen-ily after, ar« 

rived. \*' ; '•' }Ui: *--' 

Those of the Enemy who had re^ir'd t*> the : Sheets 

which led to the other parts of the City* perceiving that 
the whole Force of the Spaniards was isriited, ran away 
with the utmoft precipitation to defend' the Perfon of their 
Prince, believing themfelves now come to the laft Con- 
flict ; whereby the Spanifh General had' an- Opportu- 
nity to lodge himfelf to the beft advantage without any 
Qppofition or Interruption : which he did, and ported fome 
Companies in the adjacent Streets co fecure his (ji 



from the Enemies Infults, ordering the Commanders of 
the Brigantines and Canoes to ply continually about the 



three Caufeys, and to give him Notice of whatever fhould 
occur worth Obfervation. 

I t was at the fame time abfoluteiy reqnifite to clear 
the Place from the dead Bodies ; and feveral Com 



panics of the Confederate Indians were employed to 
caft them into the Canals of thofe Streets where the 
Water was deepeft ; but thofe Indians had Spanifh Overfeers 
and Commanders, to prevent their running away with their 
wretched Burdens to make a Banquet of human Heflt, 
which was the deteftable Solemnity with which thofe miP 
auided People were ever wont to conclude the Celebration 
of their Victories : notwithftanding which Precaution, it 
was not pofllble wholly to prevent that Abomination, yet 
thev obfttucled its Excefs, and difguis'd that Toleration un- 
der the Mask of Ignorance 

This Night feveral Parties of miferable Peafants, more 
than half dead with Famine, came to the Quarters to fur- 
render themfelves, giving up their Liberty for Sub- 
fiftence \ and notwithftanding it was generally fufpected 



t hey had been difmifs'd as ufelefs Mouths, yet their 

deplorable Condition rais'd fuch Commiferation in all the 
Beholders, that the General ordered them fome Refreftaenr, 
that they might be enabled to feek their Livelihood abroad 

in the Country. 

The next Morning all the Streets within the Enemy s 
Diftrift were filled with armed Indians, but they were polled 
there only to cover thofe who were working upon the For- 
tifications, which they were making for cneir ultimate Re- 
treat : 
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treat ; ajid Cortex perceiving that they did not attemp 



ny Hpftilities, nor by any of their ufual Infults offer to 
prcyoke^him, fufpended the Attack which he at fir ft had 
determined, being inclined once more to offer them 
Peace, as fuppofing that they might be now difpos'd to 
come ;to an Accommodation, or at leaft, that they 
would be convinced that he did not thirft after their 
Deftruction, fince he proffer'd them favourable . Conditions 
at a juncture when his whole Power was united in the very 



Heart of their City, the greateft part whereof was already 



his poffefiion. The Mefiage was carried by three or four of 
the principal Prifoners, and Cortez, was impatiently waiting 
for an Anfwer, as not doubing but that the Propofal would 
be gladly received, becaufe it was obferv'd that thole Mul- 
titudes of the Populace who were wont to be always ready 
to advance to defend the Streets, were intirely withdrawn. 

The Quarter to which Guatimoz^in with his Miniff ers, 
Nobles, and Soldiery, was retir'd, was a very fpacious 
Angle of the City, the greateft part whereof was defend- 
ed by its bordering upon the Lake ; and the reft, which 
was at no great diftance from the great Square of 



Tlatducv, was at every Avenue fortify'd by a fort of 



ftrong Wall, made of huge Planks and Fafcines, which 



reach'd the Buildings on either fide of thofe refpeclrive 
Streets, before each of which was a broad and deep Ditch 
full of Water, which they had dug acrols the Streets to give 
a Current to the Waters of the Canals. The enfuing Adorn- 
ing Cortex, followed by the greateft part of the Spaniards, 
march'd out to view the Ground, which the Enemy had for- 
faken, and advanced till he came within fight of thofe For- 
tifications, which he found cover'd with an incredible Mul- 
titude of Men in Arms, but who yet feem'd to be dif- 
pos'd to Peace, for they neither founded their warlike Jnftru- 
ments, nor made the accuftom'd Out-cries. The General 
drew back, and return'd feveral times with the Spaniards, 
without once offering to moleft or provoke them ; and it 
appeared that the Mexicans had Orders to do the like, be- 
caufe they ftill pointed their Weapons downwards, fignifv- 
ing, by their Silence and Stillnefs, that the Treaty which 
occafion'd that fort of Truce was no way difagreeablc to 

them. 

It was very remarkable upon this Occafion, with what 
Care they endeavoufd to dif^uiie their Diftrefs, and con- 

ceal 
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ceal the 1 Neceflities under whfcfr ' iffef ififjo^, 





OftertEaridh they tifcd to r &alte did Spafr0ds Relieve; 
notwithftanding they jib A^tfibi tb- cM^verMes^'Bf 




public* upon the Works to eat, aria* flung Cake? df 
mOh^the common feopfe, tb ftiew that they 




Heritf bf Provihons ; arid' frbni time to time feveral of 



Chiefs Mlfd out, and challenge the tfouteiVC^am 
pioii of the SpMidrds to a liiigle Combat : But thbfe Chal- 
lengers did not long continue there, foon retiring in again, 



ft pleafed With the Bravado, as they could have been 



with 4 the ^iclory, had they obtained; it. One of them i 
deed advanced near the Place where Cortez, ftobd,, and 
the Ornaments of his Nafcednefs,. feem'd to be a fer'fon. of 

Arms were a Sword and Buckler bf 







one of the Spaniards, whom they had facrifieed. This In- 
dia% with the greateft Arrogance, perfified , in his E)efiance 
irifomuch that C6rtez>, quite out of Patience with hi 




and presumptuous Behaviour, order d his Interpreter to tell 
him, " That if he would' bring ten others like himfelf, he 

fd give leave to that Spaniard (pointing to his Pag 



« who hore his Shield) to engage them all at once." The 



Mexican was riot inferifible of the Contempt* but 
feeming to take any notice of it, continued his Defiance 
Wit lift ill greater In folence ; and' the Page, whole Name 
Was luaft Nmez, de Mercado, a Youth about fix teen, or at 
riioft feventeeri Years of A^e, fuppofihg that this . Affair re- 
garded him, firice his Matter ha J directly pointed' nim out, 
without being obferved got out of the Croud, t and, making 
the Belt ffcift he could to get over the ijitcn, attacM " 



Challenger, who flood ready prepar'd ; but the Paee,'re- 



g the fjrfl; Slow upon his Shield, at the fame: .'Jjiift 
gave his Adversary fo bold and 1 vigorous a Thru ft, tliatV. with- 
out" needing a fecbrid Wound} he brought liim dojwn ; dead 
upon the SpOfi This, Action was greatly .applauded by; the 
Spaniards, and admired by the Enemy. The. Page,- im.me- 
cfiatety, after his Exploit, returned, and threw down , the 
Sword J and J Buckler of the vanquiflied Mexican at .the^er 
neral's Feet, who was fo highly pleafed' with fuch early JVa- 
loik that he embraced him with great TendernelL ( ,ancf, 
with his own Hand, girt on upon him that Sword r ' :t 



irticK Bravery lie had won, and' enhanced' tfie Rep 



N n tion 
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M^n which he had accjuired by his Merit, by admitting 

tHq' fo Voung, into the Converfation of the graved 




and nibft dimhguifti'd Perfons in the Army, 

During the three or four Days Sulpenfion of Arms, 
Guatimoz>ih held 'feveral Councils to deliberate oh the 
Overtures of Peace which had been made , him. and the 
Majority voted for the admitting the Treaty, being lenfibie 
of the milerable Condition to which they were already re- 
duced ; while others, conforming their Suffrages to the 



Inclination of their Sovereign, Ihewed themselves willin 






to continue the War ; but the deteftable idolatrous Priefts, 
whole Opinions were looked upon by thofe deluded Peo- 
e as the immediate and abfolute Commands of their 
Falfe Deities, fupported the lefler Number, aiTuring Victory 
with dark and myfterious Menaces, and, like Oracles, iri- 
fpiring the wllole AlTembly with the lame diabolical Fury 
which poiTefled their oWn Breads. Upon this it was una- 
nimoufly refolved to profecute the War, and immediately 
to renew their Hostilities, while Guatimo&in dnguiled his 
Obftmacy under the fpecioUs Pretext of Obedience to his 
Gods ; but before he broke up the Council, he gave Or 



ders that all the Piraguas and Canoes Hiould retire to a cer- 
tain fort of Bay, which the Lake made in that part of the 
City, in order to fecure a Retreat in cafe they fhould be 
driven to Extremity 



This Order was inftantly put in execution, and ah in- 
credible Number of thofe Vefleis made to that Bay, with 
no more People in them than were juft neceiTary to con- 
duct them thither; of which Motion immediate Notice 
was fent from the Spaniards, who were upon the Lake, to 
Cortez>, who, without hefitation, prefently concluded, 
That the Mexicans were tiling thofe Precautions with no' 
other View than to fecure their Princes Perfon, leaving the 
War Itill on foot, and the PolTeliion of the City to be 
difputed. Hereupon he appointed Gonz,ato de Sandoval 
for Commander in Chief of all the Brigantines, with 
Orders to furround the Bav at a diftance, and to have a 



watchful Eye upon whatever Motion the Enemy fliould 
happen to make. Soon after he advanced with his Troops, 
with a Defign of approaching their Fortifications, and to 
forward the Peace by the Appearance of War : But the 
Enemy had already received Orders to defend themfe Ives, 
and before the advanced Guard of the Spaniards canie up, 

the 
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the Indians declared ; the Breach of the Treaty by their 



hoftile Cries, and with a fteady and refblijte Countenance 
prepared for the Encounter ; but it prefently appear'd that 
their Haughtinefs and Courage began tb fail them : for 
they no former perceived the 1 terrible Havock which the 
firft Difcliarges of the Cannon made in their wooden For- 
tification, which they had foolifhly imagin'd to be impe- 
netrable, hue they became fenfible of their Danger, and, 
according to Appearances, they fent notice thereof to Gua- 
timozjin ; for it was not long before they made Signs of de- 
manding a Parley, by hanging out white Cloths, and very 
frequently repeating the word Peace. 

They were given to underftand by the Interpreters, 
that whoevei had any Propofals to offer from their Prince, 
might approach ; upon which Afturance three or four 
Mexicans, who by their Apparel feem'd to be Perfons of 
fo me Note, appear'd on the further Side of the Ditch. 
Thefe Deputies, having firft made their accuftom'd Humi- 
liations, with an affected Gravity, told Cortezj, " That the 
4 ' Supreme Majefty of GuatimoZoin, their: Lord and Sove- 
w rei^n, had named them his Servants to treat of 



" cable Accommodation, and had fent them to hear what 
" Propofals the Captain of the Spaniards . had to make, in 
" order to inform his Mexican Majefty of the Articles of 
" the Capitulation." Cortex reply 'd, " That his real and 
" only View was Peace, and that notwithftanding he had 
" it in his power to give Laws to thofe who fo long had 
" refus'd to hearken to Reafon, yet he once more ofFer'd 
" them Peace, and was ready to renew the Treaty which 
" they had broken : But that Affairs of this nature were 
" difficult to be adjufted by third Perfons, wherefore it was 
" requifite that their Prince fhould either appear in Perfon, 
or at leaft that he fhould approach with his Counfellors 
" and Minifiers nearer at hand,: in order to be the more 
" conveniently confulted, in cafe any Difpute or Difficulty 
" fhould arife ; afturing them, that he was fully difpofed 
" to agree to every thing that was not repug 



a rious to the fuperiour Authority of his own Sovereign ; 

" with which View he promis'd upon his Word of Honour, 

" (which he alfo confirmed by arrOath) That he would not 

" only, on his Part, caufe all Hoftilities to ceafe, but 

" would likewife take particular Care that his Royal Perfon 

" fhould be in the greateft Security, and that he fhould be 

" treated 



Mstfoeated wkfo all tfee Befduende and;Jtefp<g<& te. iro tfe 

44 Msnmn Empeis or." 

T a e Deputies? t$pon this immediately 

srtary well: Satisfied: witfr. Ms j&nfwer, 
feltsurrftirto the tofe : Place 





ling him, " That his Mexican Majefty would not &if of 
" coming thither the next- day, with his Mtnifters arid Atteff* 
tt dants, to be near at hahd to take Cognizance of the Art i* 
" cles of the Treaty." His real Intent was, with various Pro- 
texts, to continue and prolong the Conferences,- 'till all tfo6 
Firaguas and Canoes couldbe got together in a Readme^ 
in order to fecurehis Retreat, which had been , already posi- 
tively refcrlv'd on : and accordingly the feme Meflengers 
return'd again at the Hour appointed, pretending, " That 
" a certain unforefeen Accident had prevented their Prince; 
tt from keeping his Word, and that he could not pofliblV 

off his Affignation^ on pretence, of firft adjuring foine 
Points and Conditions relating to the Ceremonies 
malkies of that Interview - r and in a woro\ four Days pafs'd 
in thefe Excuies and Delays : nor was: the Artifice difcoyerM 
'till fomewhat later than it fhould have been ; for Cortex* 
firmly believ'd that they really defird Peace, founding that 



come 'till the Morrow." After this, G#atimz>to again put 




Belief upon the Exigence of their: prefent Condition, and 
had a&uadly made fome Preparations for 




tiOn 



when 



of Gmtimotjm,: with State and Magnificence. 
Information was brought bkn of what pafc'd in the Lake, he 



was. inwardly aftiam'd of; his having fuftet'd himfelf to be 
fo impos'd upon, and for having retain'd fo good an Opini- 



on of the Sincerity of thofe Barbarians^ after fomiany Delays, 
and. could not forbear breaking ouit into Threats agai'rtu; 
them. ; fhewin^itjiac Araigeirand Refefitmertt; to conceal his 



Cortfafion, and fe^ming fenfffrie bf the Difference thesis 

between being openly- iioifokedy and de<?dtffuM^ fbrpriz&li 
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CHAP. 



The Mexicans 



attempt 



to 





Re 



treat by the Lake. They engage the Sfigan- 
tines "with their Canoes, in order to facilitate 

GuatlmozinV Efcape. He is made Pr ij "oner, 
and the City Surrenders. 




H E Day being come, which Cortex had appointed 
the Mexican Deputies, as 



utmoft Period of 



Time 



vould allow them to v refolve 



G 



Zjdlo de Sandoval difcover'd, at 



Dawn of 



Morning, great Multitudes of Mexicans with all imaginable 



dm 

in the 



Bay 



imbarking on board the Canoes, which were 

Of this Motion he fent immediate Notice 



to Cortex 



d 



were diftributed in 



g 




ds them 'till he was 



together the Brigan tines 
divers Creeks, he flowly made to- 



ry 



At the fame time 



board of which were 



near enough to play his Ar 

the Canoes of 
11 the 



th 

Nobility, and a 



Enemy 



ft 



a 




principal Perfons of the City, began 



they 



ving unanimoufly 



again ft 

the Fie 
which, 

Way 



Brig 



folv'd to make their laft Efforts 

d at all Hazards to maintain 



till 



Pr 



had made his Re 



after 



they were to difperfe and follow him by feveral 
Accordingly they put this Defign in execution, 



Vie 



that without: 

beins any wife difmay'd at the Havock the Cannon made 



eking the Brigantines with fuch 



a 

among 



them at a diftance, they undauntedly advanced 
to receive the Strokes of Swords and Lances. But at 

fame time that the Mexicans were engaging with fuch 
lordinary Fury, Gonz^ah de Sandoval obierved that 

far die ft part of the Bay, fix or (even Pira% 



with the utmoft force of Oars, were making 



O o 



belt of 
their 



i4i The tlfjlory of the Con que sT Book V. 



their Way j upon which he immediately order'd Captaifi 
Garcia de Holguin to chace them -with his Brigantine, and, 
lyith as little Damage as poflible, to endeavour to take them., 
"He pitched upon Holguin for this A&ion, as well for the 

Confidence he had. in his Courage and Diligence, as for the 
great Swiftnefs of his Veflel, which Difference of that 
Brigantine from the reft, might perhaps depend upon the 
Strength and Dexterity of his Rowers j or probably was ra- 
ther owing to the Gopdnefs of her Make, by which /he was 
more obedient to the Oars j a Circumftance of no fmall 
Advantage and Importance in thdfe VelTels. That Cap- 
iain, without lofing a moment's time, more than was juft 
neceiTary for tacking about, and for the Rowers to take Breath, 
ufed fuch extraordinary Diligence, that he loon overtook 
them ; when turning the Head of his Brigantine, he fell 



in upon the foremoft Piragua, which feem'd to command 
the reft. They all at once ceas'd from rowing, and lay up- 
on their Oars when they found themfelves attacked, and 
fome of thofe who were in the firft Piragua call' d out amain' 
to the Brigantine hot to fire j faying, the Royal Perfon of 
his Mexican Majefty was on board that VefTel, which Words 
were interpreted by fome Spam ' [h Soldiers, who began to 
have a fmall fmattering of the Mexican language : and the 
better to make themfelves underftood, they flung down their 
Arms, accompanying their Requeft with all the Demon- 
ftrations of People who furrendred. Upon this, the Brigan- 
tines boarded the Piragua, into which Garcia de Holguin, 
with fome of the Spaniards, immediately leap'd, in order 
to fecure the Prize. GuatimoZjin inftantly advanc'd, and, 
diftinguifliing the Captain by the Refpect paid him by the 
reft, faid, I am your Prifoner, and ready to go whitherfoe-ver you 
think jit to conduct me : AH I have to deftre of you, is, that 
fome regard may be had to the Honour of the Emprefs my 



Conj ort, and to that of the Women who accompany her. He 
then pafs'd into the Brigantine, and gave his Hand to that 
Princefs to help her up ; and was fo much mafter of him- 
felf, and fo far from being in any Confternation, that per- 
ceiving Holguin to be in fome Concern about the otherP/Vv?- 



uas, he \frith great Sedatenefs of Countenance, added, Tou 
ave no dec a (ion, Sir, to give your J elf any Trouble concerning 
thofe my Followers, for they will ail come to die at the Feet of 
their Princt\ and upon the firft Signal he made them, they 
let their Weapons drop out of their Hands, and followed 
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the? Brigantine as Prifoners, in obedience to their Sovie 
reign's Command. 



Gonzalo de Sandqval was all that time Kotly engaged 



with the Canoes, and, by the Refinance he met with, he 
became fenfible of the Quality of thoie . who defended 
them, and of the great Courage and Fidelity of , the fylew- 
can Nobility \ who, at the hazard of , their own , Li ves, •_. had 
undertaken to fecure their Prince's Liberty. . But the Gon- 
jflidt was of no long continuance, becaufe they Toon had 
notice of his being taken ; which they no fooner under- 
flood, but their loud military Cries were converted into 
dolorous, yet lefs noify Lamentations. They did _ not 




only furrender with little or no refinance, but, ieveral of 
the Nobility requeued that they might be taken on board 
the Brigantines, to follow the Fortune of their Prince. 

Garcia de Holguin came up at the fame .time, 
firft difpatch'd away a Canoe with the News to Cortex ; 
without bearing down too near upon Sandoval's Brigantine, 
he gave him, as , he palled by, a brief Account of what 
had happen d*. but perceiving that he was defirous of 
taking charge of that important Prifoner, he made the beft 
of his way, left Sandoval /hould fend him an Order to that 
purpofe, and his refufing to obey, fhould be look'd upon 
as a Crime. 

The Spaniards in the City were, in the mean while, 
carrying on their Attack againft the Wooden Fortification, 




and the Mexicans who had undertaken to defend it, in 
order to make a Diverfion on that fide, maintain'd their 
round with notable Courage and Refolution, till being 
mform'd by their Sentinels of the Misfortune of the Pira- 
guas which attended Guatimozjin, they, more like Men 
aftonifhed than terrify'd, retired in confufion and diforder. 

The Occafion of that fudden Change was foon known : 
for at that very inftant arrived the Canoe tent by Holguin ; 
and Cortex lifting up his Eyes towards Heaven, as ac- 
knowledging the Supreme Author of all his Fortune and 
Succefs, ordered his Captains to keep their ground within 
view of the Fortifications, without attempting any thing 
till farther Inftru&ions ) fending at the lame time two 
Companies of Spaniards to the Landing-Place to guard 
the Royal Prifoner, and then went himfelr to receive him 
not far from the Quarters, which he did with very great 
Courteiy and Refpect, Signs and Geftures ferving inftead 
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Bi "would' gtad'fy have proceeded 1 ; bur : here all 



Conffericy Md^him, and only hi^ Tears . uttered' the reft 
patting a- flop to his Words, and' forcing their way. thro 

g Eyes. Hfc Royal Cbhfort bore him compa- 




ny with lefs referve, and Cortex found himfelf obliged 
do violence to- his Pity and Companion, to avoid follow 



Example : but-after- allowing thofe ITluftrious Pri 




foners fome-time- to vent- their Sorrow, he anfwered Gua- 
timoZjins That- he was not his PHfoner, nor was hisGreat- 
" r nefs 1 i fallen into fo inglorious a Condition as that ; but 
14 that he was Prifoner to a Monarch fo great and powerful, 
that the whole Univerfe had no one Potentate wlio was 
u his Superior ; in any reipect,. and fo good and bountiful 



Withal; that, from his Royal Clemency, he might not 
lt t onl^hop6 to regain his loll Liberty, but even the.Em- 
" pire of his Anceftors, with. the glbrious Addition of his. 
u Priendfhip : And that, in the mean while, till he could 



his Sovereign's I nftr notions, he Ihould be reibe&ed 



by &iq : Spaniards } and treated among them in fuch a man- 
u ner, that he fhould not mifs his own Mexican Siibjec~b. n 
Cortex would' have proceeded to comfort him with fomo 
Examples of other unfortunate Princes, but Guatimozjn was 

then too heavily oppreffed with Grief to admit of any 
i, ' • Con- 
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Confolation, for which reafon the General fearing chat he 
fliould rather mortify, than appeafe him, deliited for the 
prefent ; confolatory Words and Perfuafions being of little 
Force or Efficacy to make any Impreilions upon the Minds 
of dethroned Potentates ; neither is it an ealy matter to 
find Refignation in thofe Hearts which are ignorant of the 
True God. 

Guatimozin was a Prince about twenty, three, or 
twenty four Years of Age, fo brave, that, at thofe Years, he 
had by his Exploits, and Victories in the Field, rifen to 
thofe Honours which qualified the Nobles to afcend the 
Throne. . He was, as to his Perfon, extreamly well pro- 
portion^, tall, yet robuft and ftrong built, and of fb fair 
a Complexion, that among thofe of his own Nation, he 
look'd like one of a different Climate. His Face, which 
fnited well with the reft, difcover'd a haughty Mind, and 
was fo habituated to command Refpecl, that even amidft 
the inward Agitations of his Soul, he loft nothing of the 
Majefty of his Air. The Emprefs, who was about the fame 
Age, by the Gracefulnefs of her Carriage, and the Viva- 
city of her Mien, attracted the Eyes of all ; but her Beau- 
ty was rather manly and majeftick, than delicate, look- 
ing well at the firft Sight ; which Agreeablenefs foon 
diminifti'd, tho' the Majefty of her Presence fliil conti- 
nue!. She was Niece to the Great Mbte&uma, or, as 
fome fay, his Daughter ; which when Cortex underftood, 
he renew'd the Offers of his beft Service, profefling 
himfelf oblig'd to pay to the Perfon of that Princefs, 
the Veneration he ow'd to the Memory of that Mo- 
di. 

I n the mean while he thought it neceffary to return to 



n a r 



his Troops, in order to reduce that part of the City, which 
was ftill in the Enemy's pofTefTion ; io that breaking off the 



Convention for the prefent, he very courteoufly took leave 
of his Royal Prifoners, giving them in charge to Gon&alo de 
Sandoval, with a fufficient Guard ; but before his Departure, 
word was brought him, that Guatimozin defir'd to fpeak 
with him : his Defign, as it prefently appeafd, being to 
intercede for the Mexicans, his late Vatfals. When 
the General came, that Prince, in the moft prefling 
Terms, conjufd him, not to injure or mijufe thzm ; fmce they 
only wanted the knowledge of his being a Prifcner, to in- 
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duce them to furrender. He had fo much Prefence df Mind, 
that he readily guefsd : at the'Occafibn Of the Gerleral's De- 
parture, and in the tnidft of his Affliaidiis h^d the- Welfare 
and ftefervation of his Subjects at heart: a Care*truiy -wor- 
thy of a priricely Mind \ And ribtwithftanding "Cdrtezj 
gave him Affurantes that he would treat them with Lenity, 
yet he eameftly defir'd PermiiTion for one of his own Mi- 



nifters to go along with him, to difpofe the Mexican 



Troops, and the reft of his Subjects to fubmit, and to tell 
them from him, " That they fliould obey the General of 
" the. Spaniards, fince it was not reafonable or prudent in 
14 them to incenfe a Perfon who had their Prince in his 
power, or refufe to conform themfelves to the Decrees 



" of their Deities." 

Cortez found the Army in the famePofture in which he 

had left it, nor had the leaft Alteration happen'd during his 
Abfence ; for the Enemy, who had retir d upon the firft Con- 
fternation they had been put into, by the news of their Em- 
peror's being taken, had neither Courage enough left to 
defend themfelves, nor Judgment to capitulate. Guati- 
mo&iris Minifter enter'd their Quarters, and immediately 
upon his acquainting them with the Orders he brought, 

they threw down their Arms, and fubmitted. 

B y the Mediation of that Minifter, it was agreed, that 
they fhould march out without Arms or Baggage, which 
they immediately put in execution after fo precipitate a 
Manner, that in a few Moments the Place was evacuated. 
It raisd Admiration in the Beholders, to fee the Multitudes 
of military Men that dill remaind, after fo many Defeats 
and fuch confiderable Loftes. Great Care was taken to 



prevent their being any way molefted or ill ufed in their 



Retreat ; and fuch Deference and Regard was paid to the 
General's Orders, that there was not fo much as an oppro- 
brious or injurious Word heard among the Confederate In- 
dians, who fo mortally hated the Mexicans. 

The Troops then march'd into that remaining part of 
the City, where they found nothing but miferable Objects, 
horrible to the Sight, and dreadful even to the Thought; 
fome fick and difabled Wretches, Who could not follow the 
reft, and others grievoufly wounded, all calling upon Death 
to relieve them from their Mifery, and exclaiming againft 
the' unfeaforiable Clemency of the Conquerors: but no- 
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fflftr tftfeir Souls with ] Honor: fo'^infrdv as i<i?foe Idit of 



tam ;; ' E^Ms < ' and deferred Efouft&o wflers ■ tKe Indians 




had lieap'd^up the Bodies' of alJ^T^'Mertioif 1 Note '^odiad 
been flain in Battle, iti -Order at4eitee' to.'' Celebrate; dieir 



Funeral Obfequies ; from whence proceeded fuch an into- 
lerable Stench, that they were even afraid to breathe ; and, 
effect, the Air was little lefs than infected therewith, 



which obliged them to haften their Retreat. Cortex ha- 




ving aflign'd Quarters to GonZoalo\de Sandoval, and Pedro de 
Alvaraao, at fome diftance from that contagious Place, and 



given what other Orders he thought requilite, retired with 
his Prifoners to Cuyoacan (taking with him the Body of 
Troops commanded by Chnfloval de Olid) 'till the City 
could be cleans'd and freed from thofe Horrors ; whither in 
a few days after he return'd, to confider of the propereft 
Means to eftablifh and maintain his Conqueft, and to take 
neceffary Precautions and Meafures with regard to the Con- 
fequences which might attend this pro/perous Expedi- 
tion. 

The Imprifonment of GuatimoZoin, and the entire Re- 
duction of Mexico, happened on the Thirteenth of Auguft, 
in the Year 1 51 1, being the Day of St. Hypolito ; in Me- 
mory whereof, the City, to this day, celebrates the Peftival 
of that great Martyr, under the Title of Patron of Mexico. 
The Siege continued ninety-three Days ; and in the various 
Events of profperous and adverfe Fortune, the Judgment, In- 
trepidity, and Conftancy of Cortex, is equally to be admir'd 
with the indefatigable Perfeverance and Valour of the Spa- 
niards, and the Unanimity and Obedience of the Gonfede- 
rate Nations ; allowing to the Mexicans the Honour of ha- 
ving defended their Prince and Country with the , tumour 
Efforts of Bravery and Patience. 

After the taking of Guatimozjin, and the Conqueft 
of the Capital City of that vaft Empire, the Tributary 
Princes firft came in to acknowledge, and to do Homage to 
the Conqueror; and their Example < was , foon fol,lqw'd 
the , Caziques of the circumjacent Diftrrcts, fome be 





duced to it by the great Reputation of the 
niards, and others compell'd by force of Arms ; and 
fhort time .was erected that noble Monarchy, which merits 
the Name of New Spain, the Great Emperor Charles 

the 




the Fifth 

Crown, well Worthy; of his 

Gonqueft, and a 






lels than a new 

A Won* 




Illuftrious Conqueror, 
aniongithofe which many; Ages rarely produce,: and of wliich 
there are but few Examples in Hiftory! 
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BOOK I. 



PA GE l8. Line 54. out of the, read to make a- 
P. 44. /. 39. where, r. and where. 
P. 45. /. 34. it, r. and it. 
P. 55. /. 29. but had, r. but they had. 
P. 57. /. 6. <fefe out. 
P. 59. /. 17. James, >\ Diego. 
P. do. /. rf/f. <fW<r who. 

BOOK IT. 

P. 69. 1. 6. happening, r. happened. 

P. 81. /. 14. <fe/<? the. 

p. 82. /. 14. <W« ordered. 

P. 85./. 41. *fc/einipircd him. 

J\ 91. /. i<tt. brought over, r. brought back. 

P. 97./. 39. Content,!'. Difcontcnt. 

P. 98. /. 19. Ears, r. Hearcrd. 

P. 100. /. 22. fomc Reft, r. fomc Rcpofc. 

P. 104. /. 17. Wrte and. 

P. 115./. 10. new Friends, ncquir'd r. new ac- 
quired Friends. 

P. I2i.f. ia. rtfWufe, <i<M, and a defire that 

they flhould enlarge in his Praifc. 
P. 132, /. 15. and, r. which. 



P. 143. /. 38. their own, our own. 

Ditto I. 39. their Wearinefs, r. our Men* 
1 P. 144. A 25. and making, r, and yet making* 

BOOK III. 

P. 10. /. 38. to Join, f. to get together. 
P. 18./. 6. and ftbp the Waters to annihilate than, 

v. and let loofc the Floods to drown them. 
Ditto f. 3 5. and different, r* and which requir'd 

different. 
P. 20. 1. 37. obferved, v. obferve. 
P. 44. /. 31. Proportion and Agreement, v. Pro- 
portion and Suitablcncfs. 
Ditto /. 31, dircftcd, r. purfued. 
Ditto /. 34. prcjudicd Opinions, whofcSubtiltiej, 

r. Subtilties and fond Conceits which. 
P, 60. /• art. Accounts, r. Examples. 
P. 116. /. 35. leave him to the ufe of his own 
Rcafon, r. futferouv fclves to be blinded by 
the plaufiblcncfs of his Rcafons. 
Ditto /. 36. bring it into the Judgment of thft 
Hiftory, r. call them into Judgment in the 
Hiftory. 

P. 117,./. 27. influenced, r. infpir'd^ 
P. 137. /. I5,faid| r. and faid, 



